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VIEWPOINT BY RANDY ADAMS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
THE SWEET TASTE OF GOD'S PROMISES

F

ACING REALITY IS A PRIMARY TASK
OF LEADERSHIP. WHETHER YOU ARE
LEADING A FAMILY, BUSINESS, CHURCH, OR
BASEBALL TEAM, EFFECTIVE LEADERSHIP
REQUIRES THAT YOU FACE THE TRUTH OF
THE PRESENT SITUATION IF YOU HOPE TO
MAKE PROGRESS MOVING FORWARD.
Facing reality is often hard, especially if you don’t
like what you see and your actions helped get you
into a mess. The solution is repentance, seeking the
Lord’s will for your family, church, business or ball
team, and making the needed changes.
Though reality can taste bitter, there is a reality that
is always sweet and bright and hopeful for those
who know Jesus. That is the reality found in God’s
promises. It is no exaggeration to say that the Bible
is a book of promises. Everett Storms compiled a
list of all the promises in the Bible. He identified
7,487 promises God made. There are 31,173
verses in the Bible, so that’s nearly one promise for
every four verses.
Some promises are universal. God promised that he
will never again destroy the world through a flood.
The rainbow is the sign of this promise which God
made to “every creature on earth” (Gen. 9:17). Most
promises apply only to those who know and serve
God. A favorite of many is the final statement in the
Great Commission. After commanding his disciples
to “make disciples of all nations,” Jesus promised,
“I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matt.
28:20).
American Christians are rightly saddened by much
of what is happening in our nation. But at the
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same time, God’s promises are more certain than
any other reality. He is present with us. That is a
certainty. He is working in and through us. That
is a certainty. And he will soon return to usher
in a glorious and everlasting Kingdom. That is a
certainty. The Bible ends with a promise and a
prayer. The promise: “Yes, I am coming soon.” And
the prayer: “Amen! Come, Lord Jesus!” (Rev. 22:20)
As you consider God’s promises, know that the
message to our neighbors is the promise that
“everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be
saved” (Rom. 10:13).
Featured in this issue of The Witness is the
Northwest Impact Mission Offering. This offering
enables Northwest Baptists to proclaim the
promises of God through our churches, collegiate
ministries, and by starting new churches.
It is too easy for someone to live their life in the
Northwest and never hear the gospel from someone
who knows them by name and loves them. Together,
as a network of churches worshipping in almost
30 different languages, we must work for the day
when every boy and girl hears the gospel message
from someone who cares about them. That is the
cooperative mission of Northwest Baptists, and you
help further that mission through your gift to the
Northwest Impact Mission Offering.
I am now in my 40th year of ministry and 10th year
as executive director of the NWBC. I can testify
that God’s promises have not only sustained me,
but they have provided a basis for joy and gratitude.
God’s promises enable us to know that it is a good
day to serve the Lord in the Northwest.
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OO MANY CHRISTIAN LEADERS GET
BESET BY BATTLES THEY’RE NOT CALLED
TO FIGHT, AUTHOR GARY THOMAS TOLD
A GATHERING OF NORTHWEST BAPTIST
MINISTERS RECENTLY.
Oasis, a biennial retreat for vocational ministry
leaders and spouses serving Northwest Baptist
Convention churches, drew about 200 participants
to Sunriver (OR) Resort back in May. Thomas urged
leaders to focus on priorities God has for them.
“We need to make our lives and our hours count,”
he said. “Your life matters -- believe that. One of
the greatest lies of Satan is that you’re life doesn’t
matter, but your life does matter – believe that.”
Thomas also emphasized the importance of not
getting distracted by the wrong battles.
“If you’re fighting battles that aren’t yours to fight
you lose the necessary hours for what God has
in store for you,” he noted. Thomas cited the Old
Testament story of Josiah, one of Judah’s heroic
kings who was wounded fatally in a battle God
didn’t command him to fight.

“It’s a different world
out there and we
have to be wise,” he
said. “You get more
done when you know
your battles, the ones
that are yours to
fight.”
He cautioned his
listeners against
getting into battles
with so-called toxic
people.

Thomas
encouraged
Northwest
leaders to
develop skills for
managing God’s
purpose and
priorities in their
lives.
“We all have limited
time, energy and emotions, so we have to make
sure we give them to the best things,” he said. “We
want to end our lives in a celebration, not a lament.”

“He was a good man with a good call and a good
life, but he stuck his head in a battle that wasn’t his
to fight,” he said. “His life was cut short and it was a
tremendous loss when Josiah gave up his life in a
way he shouldn’t have.”
Acknowledging the divisive nature of so many
cultural, social and political issues facing
ministry leaders, Thomas noted the importance
of discernment.

“If you get in a battle with toxic people, they like it,”
he observed. “Just because someone invites you
to a fight it doesn’t mean
you have to
participate. If
you’re taken
out, you aren’t
going to have
any ministry
this season.”

Highlighting the promise of God’s peace in
Philippians 4:5b-7, Thomas noted the importance of
staying close to Jesus in all situations.
“Life is different when Jesus is near,” he said. “I can’t
always control what’s happening, but I can trust the
one who is control.”
Randy Adams, NWBC executive director,
echoed the importance of
maintaining a strong sense of
peace in hard times, noting that
“the greatest battles are in our
own hearts and minds.”

GARY TH

OMAS

Using a song of King David
recorded in II Samuel 22, Adams
recounted the many times God
rescued David from many
enemies around him and “the
battles in his own heart.”
An important response to
God’s rescuing of his people is

MS
RANDY ADA
ERS
JOE CHAMB

C onti n u e d

JULY / AUGUST 2022 Northwest Baptist Witness

on

5

23

COLLEGIATE
MINISTRY
PROVIDES
STUDENT
DISCIPLESHIP
T

HE POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE IMPRINTS OF
SOCIAL MEDIA ON THE WORLD ARE WELL
KNOWN BY NOW. OREGON STUDENT EVAN
JOHNS HAS EXPERIENCED BOTH EXTREMES.
For Johns, 2020 marked the low point of his
young life -- isolated by the COVID-19 pandemic
restrictions, no friends in school, no job and feeling
overwhelming social anxiety.
At 16 years old, he began a program to complete
his first years of college while in high school.
He admittedly had trouble keeping up, and after
COVID protocols closed on campus learning, he
finished high school online. Going back to in-person
classes at Mt. Hood Community College (MHCC) in
Gresham, OR, was difficult for Johns.
“I only found a sense of community through
online sources, meeting kids from all over the
country,” Johns said. “I began joining group chats
through TikTok where we played games together.
I eventually was part of a group that was cyberbullying others.”
Johns, who was adopted alongside his twin
brother from the Marshall Islands at six months old,
occasionally attended church while growing up, but
never understood how God could make a difference
in his life. After his parents’ divorce in his early
elementary school years, life became chaotic -- both
parents remarrying, introduction of several stepsiblings, frequent moves and part-time parenting.
“I didn’t really like Christians and was jealous of
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the faith I didn’t have,” Johns stated. “I attended a
Christian chat group on TikTok, which I used as a
chance to ridicule them. They were kids my ages
and I couldn’t understand how they believed.”
Viewing the faith pushed by his parents as fake,
Johns sensed a difference from the faith in the
teenagers he encountered on the social media
platform. “For some reasons theirs was real. I could
see the Holy Spirit in them.”
After being asked if he was a Christian or had
shared the gospel, Johns began to ponder things he
had done and where he stood with God.
“I had a severe porn addiction and occasional
marijuana use,” Johns noted. “I knew there was a
standard I’d never met and began to see what God
had done – and what I’d done could be wiped away.
At 2 a.m. on my bedroom floor, I cried out to God
and told him I didn’t want to live for anything else
but him.”
A shift took place right away.
“Friends started to see the changes online, as
I was more engaged,” he said. “I came out from
my bedroom the next morning a different person,
although it wasn’t easy to tell my family in-depth at
first.”

The ‘friends’ he was involved in bullying with didn’t
want to hear Johns’ story of faith and his stepsisters were questioning him about the changes
they’d observed. When the college resumed
classes in 2021, he returned to campus and met
Northwest Collegiate Ministry volunteers set up at
an information table on the campus and they invited
him to join them for lunch and Bible study.

testimony of what God has done through the year,”
Johns said. “One year ago it was me and the Bible
alone and that day I spoke to 30 people.”
While not attending college currently, Johns wants
to finish his associate degree and potentially seek
out a career in trades.

“I don’t typically walk up to strangers, but
they waved me down,” Johns noted. “I had
cut off my social media presence and
didn’t know how I was going to stay strong
in my faith. I thought why not give it a try
even though I was scared. I had never
been in Bible study before and it was very
interactive, but I mainly observed.”
Now Johns is sitting at the same table
inviting other college students to join the
group.
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He spends regular
time with other students in the group
and went on a mission trip to prayer walk and offer
acts of service on two other college campuses in
Seattle this spring.
“I was baptized recently by Turner Barnes, one of
the MHCC NCM leaders, and was able to give my

“I don’t know where I’ll end up career-wise, but I
know what my purpose is and don’t really care what
direction life takes me,” Johns added. “It is hard to
keep my head up high and be bold with my faith,
especially with my friends and family, because I’ve
always wanted to blend in and not be the center of
attention.”
“It has been a humbling learning experience losing
my pride and coming to God, but it’s all worth it,” he
said.
Programs of Northwest Collegiate Ministries that
help reach and disciple young adults like Johns are
supported, in part, by gifts to the Northwest Impact
Missions Offering (see pages 11-15).
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CHURCH THAT HELPED FOUND THE
NORTHWEST BAPTIST CONVENTION
DURING THE LATE 1940s IS STEPPING UP TO
AN OPPORTUNITY FOR RENEWAL THIS YEAR.
Longtime pastor Olin Brock has announced his
retirement plans after 30 years leading Trinity
Baptist Church in Vancouver, WA, and the
congregation is forming a new church this summer
by merging with CrossPointe West Church, a
campus of CrossPointe Baptist Church, also in
Vancouver.
Brock first realized a call to ministry as a young
boy growing up in a pastor’s home.
He met his wife, Linda, when the
two were teenagers while his
father, Lee Brock, was pastor of
Emmanuel Baptist in The Dalles,
OR.
“We married three days after
her high school graduation
and I was 19 years old,” Brock
said. “Other guys wanted to
be policemen, firemen and
such, but I knew I was to be a
pastor.”
The Brocks eventually moved
to Florida so he could attend
Baptist Bible Institute, a
school designed for people
with family pursuing
vocational ministry.

OLIN BRO

While first serving as interim pastor at Trinity, Brock
accepted their pastoral call in 1992 and for many
years worked on a bi-vocational basis, allowing
the church to achieve many accomplishments that
would have not been possible otherwise. Brock
credits that for allowing him to keep in touch with
“regular folks.” He and Linda, who passed away in
2021, have three adult children, one of whom still
attends Trinity.
“I will admit the last three years have been the
toughest,” Brock stated.
Part of the challenge was deeply personal.
“Linda had some mental health issues that
presented as amnesia and the Northwest Baptist
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Convention thankfully helped with counseling for
her,” he said. “As she began recovering her memory,
it was found that she had pancreatic cancer.”
Brock expressed gratitude for the way church
members responded.
“The church was so generous with me by granting
me additional time off – we have some of the best
people in the world,” Brocks emphasized. “One of
our members, John White, was basically the pastor
for months. I sensed I needed to make a change,
but didn’t want to resign during Covid.”
Trinity Baptist, the first Southern Baptist Church
established in Vancouver in 1942 with eight charter
members, continued strong with
services held in the parking
lot that were broadcast loud
enough for nearby neighbors to
hear. Spontaneous prayer groups
formed to hold the congregation
together until streaming services
began and then in-person services
resumed.
“Instead of saying ‘amen’ during the
sermons, people would honk their
horns,” Brock noted. “We lost 25
percent or more of our congregation,
but we kept our core group and giving
actually increased during that time.”
More recently, with his plans for
retirement years in view, Brock began
conversations with several NWBC
leaders that then focused on plans for
revitalizing the church. During that
same time period, Crosspointe West lost use of the
school they were renting for Sunday services during
the pandemic. Campus pastor Grant Welch led
the group to return to Crosspointe Baptist’s main
campus, although the group retained its separate
identity and worshiped at an alternate time.
Soon, talks between the two congregations began
about the possibility of forming a new church from
the two existing congregations.
“They needed a place and we needed younger
families,” Brock observed. “God put us here to
reach this community and one that will be here in

the next years. The city has begun revitalization
near the church by purchasing a shuttered mall, a
driving range, an old fire station and other smaller
properties that cover 63 acres and will be replaced
by new condos, shops, homes and parks.”
Brock credits the two worship leaders from each
congregation, Brooke Dircksen and David Bergland,
for setting the tone for blending things together and
not letting personal agendas complicate a unifying
process. A team of people from both congregations
formed to iron out details, with Welch set to take the
lead pastoral role upon Brock’s retirement.
“What God has done by bringing Trinity Baptist
and CrossPointe West together has been truly
remarkable,” said Welch. “Trinity was wondering
what their next step would be after Olin retired and
CrossPointe West was looking for a new place to
rent to continue our mission of reaching the lost. We
never dreamed of a merger with an existing church
with people and building resources. Although
we are still in the midst of rewriting bylaws and
constitutions and making decisions about name,
governance, mission and vision, God is very clearly
blessing this merger.
“Trinity’s vote to cease to be Trinity any longer
was unanimous, people are becoming friends
and blending outside of church activities, and, for
whatever reason, we are receiving and retaining
new worshipers in this intermediate time. God is so
good and his provision has been mighty. The work,
however, is to ensure that although Trinity gained
newer and younger congregants and CrossPointe
West gained access to more people and a building,
we focus on the real mission: reaching the lost in
Vancouver with the saving gospel of Jesus.”
Brock, the long-tenured pastor, is optimistic about
what’s ahead for the new church.
“I plan to still be here as a member, as they’ve been
a bigger blessing to me than I have to them,” Brock
noted. “I am not retiring from ministry, but hope to
help other churches with supply preaching to give
Grant some space. I hope to be a help to him like
others have been to me. There will be no Trinity
or Crosspointe West, with a new church being
constituted. “
C onti n u e d
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Convention leaders carefully built up
reserve funds in anticipation of reductions
in partnership funds from NAMB and other
changes in the Southern Baptist Convention.
“We’re adjusting from the loss in the last two
or three years of about $1 million per year,”
noted Adams. “The reserves are largely a
bridge from the funding we used to receive from
NAMB. We’ve been able to bridge that rather than
making some cuts that were really painful.”

NWBC BOARD
SETS 2023
FINANCIAL
COURSE

Convention ministry leaders and the board have
“tried to be conservative” in budget forecasting,
according to Adams. Churches across Oregon,
Washington and north Idaho, along with a few from
other places, have continued to support mission
efforts in the Northwest, he added.

T

HE NORTHWEST BAPTIST CONVENTION
EXECUTIVE BOARD APPROVED FOR
RECOMMENDATION TO THE NWBC ANNUAL
MEETING IN NOVEMBER A $3,900,000
BUDGET FOR 2023 AND A $150,000 GOAL FOR
THAT YEAR’S NORTHWEST IMPACT MISSION
OFFERING.
The spending plan for missions in the Northwest
anticipates $2,990,000 – more than 76 percent
of the budget -- in Cooperative Program and
Missions Northwest gifts from the NWBC’s 500plus churches. The total is down $80,000 from the
current year’s budget.
Besides mission gifts from churches, the budget
revenues include $150,000 from the Northwest
Impact Mission Offering (see pages 11-15),
$100,000 in evangelism grants from the North
American Mission Board, about $135,400 in
restricted funds, about $415,580 from sources
such as event registrations and investment earnings.
It also includes $109,000 from convention reserves,
which is down from the $450,000 in reserves
included in the 2022 budget.
“We were able to reduce that portion of the budget
for 2023,” Randy Adams, NWBC executive director,
told board members. “Those are the last dollars we
spend. If we don’t have to spend that, we don’t.” He
also noted the convention doesn’t anticipate, thus
far, needing to spend all of the reserves included in
the current year’s budget.
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“Fortunately we’ve had increasing revenues in the
Northwest, said Adams. “Our Northwest churches
have been generous and faithful.”
The NWBC forward 20 percent of the undesignated
Cooperative Program gifts to the SBC Executive
Committee for disbursements to the national
convention’s various mission boards, seminaries
and agencies. For 2023, more than $566,050 will
reach the entities from Northwest Baptists via that
channel.
Another $100,000 in the budget will go directly
to Gateway Seminary to support the ministry of
the school’s Pacific Northwest Campus located in
Vancouver, WA. The regional campus, established
in 1980, has been an influential
partner for ministry and leadership
development in the Northwest.
“We train leaders for ministry in
the Northwest,” said Mark Bradley,
director of the regional campus.
During the spring 2022 semester,
the regional campus enrolled more
than 50 students in its educational
programs, Bradley reported. Ten of
those were new students, Bradley
added.
The students studied in-person,
online and through “synchronous
remote access,” Bradley noted.
Online classes allow students to

do studies on their own at a time of their choosing,
but through the remote access option, students
take part virtually in a class session held in-person
at specific times on the Vancouver campus.
“The remote access is a game changer,” said
Andrew Fouché, board member and Gateway
student. “It’s been a much more meaningful
experience than the traditional online courses.”
Fouché is pastor of Sunset Community Church,
Renton, WA.
Other mission spending priorities for the Northwest
in the 2023 budget include church planting
($357,540), evangelism and church health
($340,100), communications and technology
($105,000), administration and support programs
($366,200), salaries and benefits ($2,065,100).
Funds from the Northwest Impact Mission
Offering included in the 2023 budget support
will be allocated for church planting, collegiate
ministry, the Oasis retreat for vocational ministry
leaders, ethnic/language church development and
leadership formation, Northwest Baptist Disaster
Relief and children’s evangelism through Vacation
Bible School.
In other business, the board approved efforts to
establish a contract with the Great Wolf Lodge
in Grand Mound, WA, as the site for the NWBC
annual meeting through 2025; approved changes
in the convention’s Business and Financial Plan;
approved changes in the NWBC personnel
manual; approved sabbatical leave for Timothy
Howe, a church planting catalyst
in the Seattle metro area; heard
a report from Clint Overall,
president of the Northwest
Baptist Foundation.

B y C am e ron C rabtr e e

CONSTRUCTION PROCEEDS ON A NEW
FACILITY IN VANCOUVER FOR THE
NORTHWEST BAPTIST CONVENTION, THE
NORTHWEST BAPTIST FOUNDATION AND
GATEWAY SEMINARY’S PACIFIC NORTHWEST
CAMPUS. OCCUPANCY IS SLATED FOR THE
END OF THE YEAR.

northwest
A MISSION OFFERING OF THE NORTHWEST BAPTIST CONVENTION

PLANTING CHURCHES

THAT TRANSFORM THE
NORTHWEST’S
SPIRITUAL CLIMATE

$85,000

SHARING CHRIST
WITH CHILDREN,
COLLEGE STUDENTS
& OTHERS

$24,000
OFFERING HOPE

TO THOSE
FACING CRISIS

AMID DISASTER

$6,000

TRAINING LEADERS
FOR EFFECTIVE MINISTRY

$35,000

TOTAL GOAL | $150,000
NORTHWEST IMPACT multiplies the
partnership of 500+ NWBC churches to
help fulfill the Great Commission across
Washington, Oregon and North Idaho.
Northwest Impact prayer guides and other
resources avaible at NWBAPTIST.life
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Day 1 | Pray for churches across the Northwest
taking steps to share God’s love in word and
deed. Ask God for specific direction for “being
the church” in your community. Pray that your
church will be a fellowship in which people find
hope and healing in the Lord.

DAY 1
Day 2 | Pray that
Northwest Baptists
together share God’s
good news effectively
among the multiple
language groups who live
and work in the Northwest.
Pray that churches will
see and respond to the
people groups in their
communities.

7 DA
FOCU
PRAY

Pray 7 days for the Northwe
and its help in advancing
Northwest. As you pray for
effort, join this prayer oppor
the mission partnership of
Oregon, Washingt

DAY 2

Day 3 | Pray that your own church bears spiritual fruit in the
lives of everyone to whom it ministers. Pray for your role in
making a spiritual impact in the lives of others around you.

nor

A MISSION OFFERING OF THE N
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DAY 3

Day 4 | Praise God for the diverse opportunities He gives you to impact
children, teenagers and young adults with the gospel. Pray that your church
provides a place for them to exercise their
spiritual gifts and the mission
God gives them to reach others.

DAY 4

AYS
USED
AYER

Day 5 | Pray for Northwest Baptist
churches to enlist, equip and
empower leaders to start healthy,
multiplying churches in communities across
Oregon, Washington and north Idaho. Pray
for your church’s part in supporting that
mission.

DAY 5

Day 6 | Pray that all Northwest
Baptist congregations and
ministries will be healthy,
multiplying communities of
Christian faith and discipleship.
Thank Him for placing your
church in the community as part
of His plan to love the world.

est Impact Mission Offering
g the gospel across the
your own church’s mission
rtunity for God’s blessing on
500+ NWBC churches in
ton & north Idaho.

DAY 6

rthwest

Day 7 | Pray that churches in rural areas of the Northwest
experience effectiveness in spreading the gospel to every person
around them. Pray for churches in larger cities and urban areas
to experience the Spirit’s leading in reaching people from all
backgrounds with a message of hope.

NORTHWEST BAPTIST CONVENTION

DAY 7
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SBC BEGINS STEPS TO TR
S

OUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION
MESSENGERS TOOK A “GOOD FIRST STEP”
IN DEALING WITH SEXUAL ABUSE ISSUES
WITHIN THE DENOMINATION, SAID BRUCE
FRANK, A NORTH CAROLINA PASTOR AND
CHAIRMAN OF THE CONVENTION’S SEXUAL
ABUSE TASK FORCE.
During a June 14 session of the SBC annual
meeting in Anaheim, messengers overwhelmingly
approved the two recommendations proposed by
SATF to appoint an Abuse Reform Implementation
Task Force and develop a Ministry Check database
of the “credibly accused.” The approval came
after lengthy discussion and one amendment
to tweak the wording to change “Guidepost
recommendations” to “best practices.”
“The first step is the hardest,” Frank acknowledged
during a press conference following the vote. “This
was an opportunity for messengers to take a step
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down the right road. I am proud of them for doing it,”
he said.
Responding to a question on how history will view
what happened, Frank said, “You could sense in the
room [messengers] wanted to do the right thing. It
was not even close.”
Rachel Denhollander, a consultant for SATF and a
sexual abuse survivor, said she hopes history will
“show that ballots raised showed survivors that they
were believed.”
The two recommendations proposed by SATF were
voted on as one recommendation.
Concerns about the “credibly accused” description
of who would be included in the database were
addressed by Frank during the report. “A mere
accusation does not put anyone on any list,” he said,
noting the standards will be the same as those used
“with a civil judgment … only when evidence proves

RACK SEXUAL ABUSERS
that more likely than not sexual abuse took place.”
The online database will provide a record of pastors,
denominational workers, ministry employees and
volunteers who at any time have been credibly
accused of sexual abuse, and who have been or
are associated with a cooperating Southern Baptist
church or entity, the recommendation states.
Frank said a new implantation task force will
determine the details and timing of the database.
The task force will be appointed by newly elected
SBC president Bart Barber of Texas.
“We hope it can begin as quick as we can … but it
has to be done right,” Frank cautioned. “It will take
time.”
Responding to a question about whether what SATF
learned could have helped pastors 15 to 20 years
ago, Marshall Blalock, SATF vice chair and a South
Carolina pastor, responded in the affirmative.

“It would have made a significant difference,” he
said.
Noting that his church dealt with an abuse issue in
its school several years ago, he said the first thing
they did was to notify authorities, but the next thing
he did was call the church’s attorney to see what to
do next. “It wasn’t that I didn’t care. I didn’t know.”
Blalock said he would now focus on providing the
best kind of care he could for the abused person.
Prior to the vote Frank acknowledged the need for
Southern Baptists as a whole “to humble ourselves.”
“Make no mistake, we are in a … seminal moment
right now,” he said. “Today, we will choose between
humility or hubris … genuine repentance or
continually being passive in our approach — glory
of God and good of people — or choose again
business as usual.”
B y L on n i e W i lkey , B aptist & R e flector
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ABUSE
SURVIVOR
DETAILS
HEALING
JOURNEY

Editor’s Note: A former Northwest Baptist pastor shares
his personal story of abuse and the necessary healing journey in order to bring awareness about the impact of abuse
and ways churches can help victims who have suffered
from it.

N

INE YEARS AGO I CAME FACE TO FACE
WITH MY DEEPEST FEAR. FOR YEARS
I KNEW THAT I HAD A DIFFICULT TIME
CONNECTING EMOTIONALLY WITH OTHERS.
MY RELATIONSHIPS WERE SHALLOW AND I
WOULD ONLY ALLOW THEM TO GO SO FAR.
THIS WAS ESPECIALLY TRUE IN MY MARRIAGE.
THOUGH I HAD BEEN MARRIED FOR MORE
THAN 20 YEARS, BECAUSE I DIDN'T KNOW
HOW TO CONNECT EMOTIONALLY, I HURT MY
WIFE NUMEROUS TIMES.
I was distant, avoiding any real meaningful
conversations and ran at the first sign of conflict.
Being a pastor, I was constantly around people,
but no one really knew me. After years of living in
emotional solitary confinement, I had learned to
fake it well. But I lived in loneliness and it started
taking its emotional toll on me. At that point, I began
to realize I could continue to live in loneliness and
pain, killing my relationship with my wife, or I could
face why I so alone. It was a turning point in my life,
one I wished I had faced many years ago.
The first appointment with a counselor was
terrifying as I shared that I had been sexually and
emotionally abused as a young child. I could hardly
get those words out of my mouth. It was a secret I
had kept for 40 years, telling no one. For all those
years I had made myself believe it was okay, that
I just needed to be tough, that it wasn't that bad.
Besides, I was a pastor, so what would people
think?
As a child, I had no safe person to tell, so I learned
to survive on my own. That's the way I lived for
40 years -- in a prison of loneliness, shame and
regrets. It took its toll, not only on me, but on my
wife and family, those who loved me most. It took
a year after starting counseling to build up the
courage to tell my wife.
After realizing the damage that abuse and
abandonment had caused and that I was suffering
from Complex Post Traumatic Stress Syndrome,
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I went through a period where I wasn't sure I
could make it out on the other side. I had not only
come face to face with the terror that had held
me a prisoner of shame, but also that I held a lot
of pain and regret. Many abuse survivors turn to
drugs, alcohol or even sex to deaden the pain. In
my teenage years, I had plenty of opportunities
to abuse those, but none of those were my
“medication.” Mine was being alone and spending
money.
Years of not connecting emotionally with my wife
took its toll on our marriage. For years, I would avoid
talking to her about anything remotely difficult. Even
though I served as a pastor, dealing with people's
problems daily, it was a way to mask my own pain. I
grew up spending a lot of time fishing and hunting
and used to think it was just a hobby. But when I
started dealing with the abuse, I realized for the first
13 years of our marriage, I would hunt and fish just
to be alone. Or I could be alone by coming home at
night, sitting on the couch watching TV and virtually
having no interaction with my wife. The desire to
be alone was like an addict wanting to quit, but the
desire was too strong. The secrets were too much
to bear and I was sure no one could love me if they
knew.
For 40 years I had survived, but I was exhausted
and worn out. I honestly didn't know how long I
could live with the pain and regrets of my past.
When the seriousness of all that happened hit me,
the pain seemed too much to bear. Consistently, I
would pray that God would take my life and I started
having suicidal thoughts, because I was certain
my family, friends, and church would be better off
without me.
Slowly, through a wonderful counselor, reading a
lot of good resources and a lot of God's love and
grace, I'm learning how to live without fear and
shame. Jesus died so I don't have to live in fear and
shame. As I have asked him many times why he
allowed this to happen, he has shown me how in the
midst of the pain, he has been there. I've learned he
loves me unconditionally and that I'm not a mistake.
Dealing with abuse has made me sensitive to
others who are struggling. God has humbled me
in a lot of ways and I'm less apt to judge others,
looking beyond behavior to the heart. But all this is

a process. Every day, I have to remind myself who I
am in Christ and when the pain, shame and regret
resurface (because it does), I keep moving forward
with his grace and the resources he has provided
for me.
As an abuse survivor, who is also a pastor, I
encourage church leaders – don’t ignore abuse in
your church.
Pastors, if you are suffering from abuse, go to
a counselor and begin the healing process. The
reality is, we can use a lot of good things to cover
up our pain, even serving a church. But if you keep
covering it up, you (and your loved ones) will pay a
price. We can't expect people in our church to be
honest about the pain and regrets in their lives if we
aren't willing to confront ours.
Talk about sexual abuse. Statistically, many in your
congregation have or will suffer from abuse. It’s
worth talking about. Sexual abuse is a sin and a
crime; it should be treated as such and there should
be no question about where the church stands
when it comes to sexual abuse. The more we make
people aware of it, the more opportunities we will
have to minister to the many living in its terror.
Become a safe place for victims to talk. A survivor,
who is terrified, will hesitate to talk to anyone. So,
if they have trusted you enough to share, listen
without giving advice, unless it's to recommend a
counselor. Maybe all you can do is to let them know
you love them and there's a God who loves them.
Refer victims to good counselors skilled at helping
sexual abuse victims. Sexual abuse leaves a
complicated impact and causes lasting damage.
Jesus can bring healing, but just telling people
to forgive and forget will not bring about healing.
Jesus wants us to begin to experience healing
and freedom on this side of eternity. But the reality
is, there are issues in our lives that will not be solved
with shallow spiritual platitudes. It will take the grace
and love of Jesus as he uses many resources to
bring about healing.

author ' s nam e with h e ld
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Cooperative Program & Missions NW Giving
Region 4 | Jan-June 22

Region 1 | Jan-June 22
Bellevue-Awakening
Bellevue-Leaven Church
Bellevue-Well Commun
Bellevue-Lake Hills
Bellingham-Living Word
Bellingham-Crossroads
Blk Diamond-Chap Wood
Bothell/Living Spring
Bothell-CrossPointe
Bothell-Queensgate
Bothell-Seattle Bridge
Bow-Cross Cntry
Bow-Farm & Family
Burlington-Calvary
Camano Isld-Restoration
Clear Lake-FBC
Darrington-Mt View
Des Moines-The Mountain
Edmonds-One In Christ
Edmonds-Rock of Hope
Enumclaw-FBC
Everett-Journey
Everett-Bethlehem Korean
Everett-Faith Internatl
Everett-Pinehurst
Everett-S Everett Comm
Everett-Silver Lake
Fed Way-First Ukranian
Fed Way-Lifeway
Fed Way-Bethel
Fed Way-Cross Life
Fed Way-Good Neighbor
Fed Way-Korean-Amer
Fed Way-Nine Lakes
Fed Way-Word of Truth
Federal Way-City Center

4,472
1,500
3,733
1,523
500
1,000
4,385
920
6,924
600
1,321
5,709
406
1,980
1,887
900
4,407
3,532
300
3,186
1,500
600
100
100
5,569
3,342
792
600
1,800
900
600
600
2,800
807
500
7,470

Hamilton-FBC
7,414
Issaquah-Summit
7,596
Issaquah-Foothills
12,645
Issaquah-Love Tree Church
500
Kenmore-Disciple Making
677
Kent-Sequoia
4,010
Kent-Turningpoint
7,083
Kent-Bread of Life
200
Kent-Emmanuel Bhutanese
60
Lake Stevens-Lake Country 3,000
Lakewood-Emmaus
300
Lakewood-FBC
37,251
Lakewood-Good Shepherd
300
Lakewood-Lakewood Miss
133
Lakewood-Trinity
2,225
Lynnwood-Healing
90
Lynnwood-EagleWing
552
Lynnwood-Global Mission
350
Lynnwood-Japanese
620
Lynnwood-Meadowdale Com 100
Maple Falls-Mt. Baker
442
Maple Valley-Hope
40,956
Marysville-Emmanuel
1,786
Monroe-FBC
5,201
Moses Lake-Bethlehem
100
Mount Vernon-Christian
1,580
Mount Vernon-Trinity
4,376
Oak Harbor-Christian Fellow 500
Oak Harbor-Southern
3,463
Puyallup-High Pointe
18,435
Puyallup-South Hill
1,066
Puyallup-Sunrise
15,009
Redmond-FBC Rose Hill
1,125
Redmond-Korean Hope
500
Redmond-Meadowbrook 29,777
Renton-Trinity
3,000

Region 2 | Jan-June 22
Bremerton-Kitsap Lake
Bremerton-Sonshine
Castle Rock-FBC
Centralia-Alder Street
Chehalis-Dayspring
Dryad-Community
Elma-Bethany
Forks-FBC
Kalama-Kalama
Lacey-FBC
Lacey-New Zion

6,256
1,589
5,885
2,357
6,660
1,312
1,804
6,938
10,304
6,795
1,350

Longview-Robert Gray
Longview-FBC
Longview-Highlands
Longview-Valley
Montesano-Chehalis Valley
Ocean Shores-Faith Com
Olympia-Vietnamese
Olympia-McKenzie Road
Port Angeles-Hillcrest
Port Hadlock-Oak Bay
Port Orchard-Evergreen

5,170
32,186
970
13,024
179
2,936
500
14,297
4,357
771
1,146

Region 3 | Jan-June 22
Beavercrk-NW Contexture
1,511
Beaverton-Global
300
Beaverton-Iglesia Bautista
5,274
Beaverton-New Creation
1,272
Beaverton-Parkside
4,750
Beaverton-Trinity Ch & Min
50
Bingen-FBC
664
Boring-Iglesia Vida Nueva
3,764
Clackamas-Trinity
7,973
Estacada-Clackamas Vly
1,705
Forest Grove-The Crossing
150
Goldendale-Columbus Av 14,859
Gresham-Pathway
34,427
Gresham-Punto de Gracia
120
Hillsboro-New Life
6,205
Hood River-Tucker Road
2,194
Klickitat-Klickitat Valley
1,172
La Center - Go Iglesia
600
Lake Oswego-Lake Bible
600
McMinnville-Valley
5,871
Newberg-Chehalem Vly
21,230
Odell-FBC
891
Prtld-Flavel Street
150
Prtld-Mien Fellowship
600
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Prtld-Antioch Christian
900
Prtld-Garden Church
3,707
Prtld-Hope International
2,795
Prtld-Mill Park
4,983
Prtld-New Life Intnl
900
Prtld-Peninsula
150
Prtld-Rejoice
1,797
Prtld-Sojourn Community
915
Prtld-Solid Rock
2,575
Prtld-Woodstock Com
3,000
Prtld-Zomi Bethel
2,800
Ptld-OneHope
1,162
Ridgefield-GO
11,011
Rufus-Bapt Ch at Rufus
370
The Dalles-Emmanuel
2,213
Tigard-Hall Blvd
8,189
Tigard-Japanese Intnl
630
Tillamook-Life Change
5,609
Vancouver-Family Network
425
Vancouver-Grace
612
Vancouver-Ukrainian
300
Vancouver-Arabic
218
Vancouver-Calvary
160
Vancouver-Calvary Vietnamese 160

Renton-Agape
3,000
Renton-Church of Beloved
500
Renton-Iglesia Vida
1,200
Renton-Sunset
12,220
Saesoon Baptist Church
573
Sammamish-21st Century
804
Seattle-Chinese Southern 21,819
Seattle-Discovery
1,260
Seattle-Dwelling Place
6,614
Seattle-Gracepoint
550
Seattle-Roots Community
4,639
Seattle-The Hallows
5,000
Seattle-Epic Life
1,808
Seattle-Eternal Joy
400
Seattle-FBC Beverly Pk
1,217
Seattle-First Love
615
Seattle-Living Water Chin
877
Seattle-New Covenant
350
Seattle-Thien An
1,800
Sedro Woolley-Skagit
600
Sedro Woolley-Valley
4,612
Snohomish-Bridge
300
Sultan-Lighthouse
2,368
Table Of Hope
2,025
Tacoma-Soundside
4,851
Tacoma-Filipino Inter
750
Tacoma-Highland Hill
2,201
Tacoma-Japanese Intl
3,451
Tacoma-New Beginnings
83
Tacoma-New Hope
160
Tacoma-Parkland
2,000
Tacoma-Tacoma FBC
48,000
Tacoma-VMCM
180
Yelm-First
1,580
Yelm-Ignite Church
500

Albany-Calvary
957
Albany-Nueva Esperanza
625
Bend-River Woods
210
Bend-Bend Comm
1,000
Bend-Summit Community
865
Corvallis-Grant Avenue
14,482
Corvallis-Pioneer Church
1,150
Cottage Grove-Calvary
3,465
Creswell-New Hope
24,035
Crooked River - Twin Rivers 2,310
Dexter-Dexter Baptist
780
Dorris-FBC
100
Eugene-Harvest Comm
4,244
Eugene-Fairfield
11,393
Eugene-Japanese
19
Eugene-Riviera
5,852
Florence-FBC
2,250
Glendale-Glendale
711
Grants Pass-Solid Rock
2,070
K Falls-Ch on Homedale
5,727
Keizer-Cristiana Renuevo
1,213
La Pine-Whispering Pines
879
Lakeview-Trinity
742
Lebanon-Iglesia Biblica Intl
200
Lebanon-Trinity
710
Lincoln City-Pacific
1,013

Region 5 | Jan-June 22

Airway Hts-Airway Hts
8,684
Airway Hts-Spokane Rock
600
Athol-Athol
1,800
Benton City-FBC
2,623
Boardman-FBC
750
Brewster-Calvary
300
Burbank-Trinity
2,028
Cashmere-Evergreen
1,939
Total:
428,593
Cheney-Fellowship
3,131
		
Clarkston-SonRise
3,020
Clarkston-Trinity
900
Port Orchard-FBC
8,891
Coeur d'Alene-Pathway
2,700
Port Townsend-San Juan
8,168
Dayton-Faith Chapel
300
Rainier-Delena
336
Deer Park-FBC
1,139
Randle-Reconciled
2,692
E Wenatchee-Eastmont
32,083
Scappoose-Creekside
2,993
Ellensburg-Chestnut St
9,060
Sequim-FBC
6,151
Greenacres-Greenacres
600
Silverdale-Clear Creek
1,696
Harrison-Community
2,700
Silverdale-Kitsap Christian
300
Heppner-Willow Creek
3,530
Toledo-FBC
13,466
Hermiston-Grace
780
Vaughn-Key Peninsula
700
Kellogg-FBC
1,309
Kennewick-Hillview
4,476
Total:
172,180
Kennewick-Abide
1,224
Kennewick-Crossview
1,300
Vancouver-CrossPointe
14,372
Kennewick-Finley First
1,200
Vancouver-Evergreen
5,323
Kennewick-Kennewick
47,287
Vancouver-Gathering Place 2,850
Kennewick-Quinault
775
Vancouver-Gtr Faith MBC
125
Kennewick-Sola
3,063
Vancouver-Iglesia Belen
304
La Grande-The Way
1,854
Vancouver-Korean
200
La Grande-Trinity
303
Vancouver-Revival
1,050
Leavenworth-FBC
4,112
Vancouver-Trinity
649
Lewiston-Orchards
3,372
Vancouver-Vietnamese
84
Lewiston-Tammany
19,408
Vancouver-Vietnamese Heart 576
Mead-Crossover
300
Wilsonville-Creekside
2,894
Moscow-Trinity
1,500
Moses Lake-Emmanuel
982
Total:
200,342
Newport-Newport So
4,669
Oakesdale-FBC
662
Otis Orchards-Starr Rd
600
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Madras-FBC
1,371
Medford-Living Hope
2,346
Medford-Lozier Lane
5,782
Medford-New Horizon
1,076
Monmouth-Cultivate
1,776
Newport-Calvary
1,140
North Bend-FBC
1,000
Prineville-Calvary
5,214
Redmond-Highland
114,689
Reedsport-Highlands
1,418
Rogue River-Grace
6,077
Roseburg-Vine Street
6,036
Salem-Capital
16,509
Salem-Living Water
436
Siletz-Sacred Ground
537
Springfield-East Side
7,465
Springfield-Trinity
4,013
Sweet Home - Mount Calvary 100
Sweet Home-Freedom
1,830
Terrebonne-Smith Rock
3,510
Toledo-FBC
200
Waldport-FBC
1,500
White City-Trinity
600
Winston-Community
8,564
Yachats-Yachats
250
Total:

280,442

Pasco - Hope Fellowship
2,700
Pasco-International
150
Pierce-Mountain View
250
Pilot Rock-Life Church
6,537
Prosser-Calvary
254
Pullman-Emmanuel
31,477
Pullman-Grace and Glory
300
Pullman-Resonate
12,624
Quincy-Iglesia Nueva Vida
140
Rathdrum-New Beg
2,848
Rice-Victory
1,000
Richland-Lighthouse
1,500
Richland-Reata Sprgs
5,000
Richland-Richland
97,906
Spirit Lake-Spirit Lake
2,891
Spokane Valley-Dishman
4,575
Spokane Valley-East Valley 2,575
Spokane Valley-The Rock
2,960
Spokane Valley-Valleypt
4,858
Spokane-Crestline
1,598
Spokane-Driscoll Blvd
6,947
Spokane-North Addison
7,764
Spokane-Springhill Bible
1,200
Spokane-Windsor
4,541
St Maries-College Ave
703
Union Gap-FBC
956
W Richland-Reliance
4,347
Walla Walla-Blue Mt
2,461
Walla Walla-Kairos
1,050
Wapato-FBC
3,060
Warden-First
200
Wenatchee-Valley
30
Yakima-Terrace Hghts
2,595
Yakima-The Cross
155
Yakima-The River
1,215
Zillah-Mtn View
1,011
Total:

397,442		

Partner Support | Jan-June 22
Partner Support

20,403

January through June Budget vs Actual Comparison
Budget
Actual
Variance

1,450,000
1,499,402
49,402
Report only includes churches that have contributed through the
Northwest Baptist Convention. A full report of all NWBC churches
is available at www.gonbw.org/cp

CHURCH TRANSITION
C onti n u e d

from

9

An interest in flying drones that Brock has nurtured
for years is blossoming into a small business called
‘Drone On,’ which he wryly quips might reflect some
of his preaching in the past.
“I have always enjoyed learning about airplanes, but
couldn’t afford one,” Brock said. “I spent 10 years
serving as a chaplain for the Civil Air Patrol. An FAA
license is required to fly small, unmanned drones
that take pictures, so I obtained a commercial
pilot’s license and registered my drone. I could help
churches with pictures of their property and have
been practicing my skills at the new NWBC campus
under construction.”
With a new church joining together and new
avenues for residential growth in its immediate area,
the church is set with potential to make a difference
for the kingdom in the days ahead, continuing
a rich history of birthing and nurturing other
congregations.

“God is doing a new thing by getting the church
ready, one marked by fairness and respect while
seeking the Lord,” Brock added. “Grant has been
especially prepared for a time and place like this
and God has already been bringing new people not
part of either congregation.”
B y S h e i la A lle n

Messengers participating in the Northwest Baptist
Convention annual meeting this fall will consider
several changes to the NWBC Constitution and
Bylaws.
In accordance with policy requirements for
publishing proposed changes to those official
documents in advance of the annual meeting,
please go to website link to review proposed
changes prior to attending the annual meeting. The
gathering convenes November
14-16 at the Great Wolf Lodge
in Grand Mound, WA.

NWBC CONSTITUTION
AND BYLAWS
bitly/3o4TZDT
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HURCHES ACROSS THE NORTHWEST
KICKED OFF SUMMER OUTREACH
EFFORTS WITH VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL,
WITH OTHERS HOSTING THE EVANGELISTIC
EMPHASIS FOR CHILDREN LATER THIS
SUMMER.
Statistically one of the most effective programs
churches use to evangelize children, VBS is one
of the Northwest Baptist Convention’s mission
efforts supported by the Northwest Impact Mission
Offering (see pages 11-15).
Planning for VBS usually involves long, detailed
lists. With some VBS taking place later this summer,
Melita Thomas of Lifeway Christian Resources has
helped train multiple children’s ministry leaders in
Northwest Baptist churches. Here, she offers tips
for turning any “last-minute madness”
into fun for those involved.
Ask God for help
Spend time prayig for VBS.
Ask God to reveal to you the
things that still need to be done
and to provide the people and
resources needed to accomplish
the work. Pray with paper and
pencil in hand and write them
down to follow up later.
Evaluate & delegate

Assess as a team
Pull your leadership team together for a brief checkup. Review the master list together and check in on
delegated responsibilities. Some on your team may
be in panic mode as well, so help them step back,
evaluate and organize their tasks.
Simplify
We all want our VBS to be the very best, but
sometimes our plans exceed our available time and
resources. For example, decorating every single
room in the church may seem like fun for the kids,
but may result in too much stress for volunteers.
Remember that what happens in the room is
much more important than what happens to the
room. Give yourself and your
team permission to make Bible
teaching the priority and simplify
everything else.

KEEP VBS
REASONS
CENTRAL

Take note of all your team has already
accomplished. You’re probably more
prepared than you think. Most churches are
blessed with at least a handful of experienced VBS
volunteers. Now’s the time to use them. Make a
list of everything that still needs to be done and
delegate as many tasks as possible to members of
your team.
Organize next steps
A long to-do list feels overwhelming when viewed
as a whole, but instantly becomes manageable
when turned into a series of action steps. Compile
all of your to-do lists into one master list. Break
down each item into next steps – who needs to
be involved; what supplies need to be purchased,
collected or made. Add the completion dates to your
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calendar. Spread them out so not everything is due
at once and check things off when completed.
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Final walk-through

Conduct a final walk-through with
your leadership and facility teams
before final VBS setup begins.
Make sure everyone is on the
same page about the rooms being
used, furniture and equipment to
be moved, and traffic flow as kids
rotate through activities. Discuss
which doors are to remain open and which
will remain locked during VBS. Make sure the
facilities team knows which rotations will generate
the most trash and which rooms will need the most
attention throughout the week. Take pictures of the
rooms before beginning any setup so you’ll be able
to return everything to its place after VBS.
Remember why you’re doing VBS in the first place.
Keep your focus on creating a safe and welcoming
environment for kids and take advantage of every
opportunity the Holy Spirit affords to share the
gospel with them.
(Melita Thomas is VBS & Kids Ministry specialist for
Lifeway Christian Resources.)

OASIS
C onti n u e d

from

5

repentance that leads to righteousness and peace,
said Adams.
“The most significant about David was his ability to
repent, he noted. “He was truly able to be repent
and be honest with God and live in the reality of the
situation. God can use us and develop our character
in the same way when we acknowledge who he is
and what he does in our lives.”

beloved and a second one emphasizing the
importance of prayer in the lives of believers.
The Oasis retreat is an NWBC-sponsored renewal
events supported, in part, by the Northwest Impact
Mission Offering (see pages 11-15).
B y C am e ron C rabtr e e

Like David, "we've all been rescued from something
that allows us to talk honestly with God," said
Adams. Noting the honesty expressed in many Old
Testament psalms, Adams encouraged leaders to
"be bold in talking to God that way."
In addition to Thomas leading two breakout
sessions for participants, Colorado pastor Joe
Chambers led two breakout sessions, a first one
on believers knowing their true identity as God’s
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