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VIEWPOINT BY RANDY ADAMS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

SUMMER PROVIDES OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES IN THE NORTHWEST

ONE OF THE WAYS THE NWBC SERVES OUR 
CHURCHES IS TO PROVIDE EVANGELISM 

RESOURCES TO EVERY CHURCH THAT 
REQUESTS THEM. PLEASE REQUEST THEM 
AND USE THEM. NINE YEARS AGO WHEN I 
BEGAN SERVING AS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
THAT WAS A COMMITMENT I MADE TO YOU. 
PRAISE GOD, BECAUSE OF YOUR FAITHFUL 
SUPPORT OF THE COOPERATIVE PROGRAM 
AND NORTHWEST MISSIONS WE’VE BEEN 
ABLE TO CONTINUE THAT COMMITMENT. AND 
IT’S MAKING A DIFFERENCE. NORTHWEST 
BAPTIST CHURCHES LED THE 41 STATE 
CONVENTIONS IN BAPTISMS PER AVERAGE 
CHURCH ATTENDANCE IN 2020.

While summer is a wonderful time for families to 
vacation together, summer also provides churches 
unique opportunities to do outreach and evangelism 
in their community. Each year Vacation Bible School 
(VBS) ranks first as the most fruitful evangelistic 
ministry of the church.

About 75 percent of Christians in the United 
States came to faith by age 14. That’s an incredible 
statistic. It highlights the fact that children can make 
real and lasting decisions for Jesus Christ. This 
makes perfect sense when you remember that the 
Holy Spirit enables our adoption as God’s children, 
produces spiritual fruit in our lives, and provides 
spiritual gifting. Childlike faith unleashes the riches 
of heaven into a believer’s life, whatever their age.

By all means, provide VBS for the children of your 
community. If you are unable to do that this summer, 
perhaps you could do a Backyard Bible School, or a 
sports or art camp. Hiking, fishing, badminton, golf, 
baseball, basketball, painting, ceramics, drawing, 

beading, sewing, etc. can all be vehicles to reach 
and teach children.

Additionally, summer youth and children’s camps 
provide a great opportunity to teach God’s Word to 
children. You don’t need to have 20 or more children 
to make a difference in God’s kingdom. Spending 
time with four or five kids, helping them see the 
truth of the gospel, can change eternity for them. 
One thing to remember is that we must always 
adhere to policy and guidelines when working with 
minor children. This means background checks on 
all workers and multiple adults present at all times. 
No child should ever be left alone with an adult that 
is not a family member.

Think creatively when planning summer outreach 
activities. Kite flying contests have been sponsored 
by churches. You could even give each child a kite!  
Outdoor movies, ice cream in the park, free yard 
mowing or cleaning the city park are ways to serve.

Don’t forget to review the community calendar. 
Does your city have a July 4th Celebration?  Maybe 
you can sponsor a booth, give out ice cream cones 
or bottled water or soda. Summer sports leagues 
provide opportunity for kid’s families to get to know 
each other. Teach your church that evangelism and 
outreach best happen through work, school and 
community involvement.

Remember too that summer is a time people often 
relocate. Watch for new move-ins. When school 
relaunches, plan activities to engage families. Maybe 
your church can provide school supplies. Perhaps 
you can serve lunch to the teachers during their 
training week before school starts.

No matter the size of your church, you can do 
something, several somethings, to reach your 
community. Together, let’s make this the best of 
days to serve the Lord in the Northwest.  
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NW STUDENTS 
SEEK CHANGE 
IN MOMENTUM
NORTHWEST BAPTIST STUDENT LIFE 

ROARED BACK DURING THE 2022 
STUDENT CONFERENCE, AN IN-PERSON 
GATHERING THAT DREW ABOUT 250 
STUDENTS FOLLOWING A TWO-YEAR 
HIATUS DUE TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC. 
SPONSORED BY THE NORTHWEST BAPTIST 
CONVENTION, TEENAGERS AND STUDENT 
MINISTRY LEADERS FROM ACROSS THE 
NORTHWEST GATHERED AT PATHWAY 
CHURCH IN GRESHAM, OR, UNDER THE 
BANNER OF “MOMENTUM” FOR THEIR 
CHRISTIAN JOURNEY.

“Jesus changes everything,” said keynote speaker 
Nick Person, who is the teaching pastor at New 
Vision Baptist Church outside of Nashville, TN. “We 
have all experienced things we didn’t want to in the 
last couple of years, but Jesus is for you and he 
showed his love by his death. He calls you friend, 

even though right here, right now, there’s going 
to be bad days.”

Person encouraged participants that there is 
“light at the end of the tunnel and we are to 
take heart because Jesus is sufficient for all 
our needs.” While he acknowledged he didn’t 
know their particular struggles, Person exhorted 
students to follow in the footsteps of Moses and 
Joshua as they followed God without knowledge 
of how he would deliver them.

“When God invites me, I give all the reasons I 
can’t respond,” Person stated. “He said you have 
a part to play if you are willing. We are secure in 
him if we are willing to take the leap because he 
is trustworthy and won’t let us drop. Taking heart 
is contagious and give implications in the here and 
now if we fix our eyes on Jesus.”

Between main sessions at the student conference, 
participants reconnected through a variety of 
activities including, basketball, ping pong or foosball, 
while enjoying the provisions of the snack shack.

Students were also able to choose short courses 
that interested them which included a variety of 
topics that related to the “Momentum” theme of 
the conference. Some of the offerings available to 
students were building momentum in the following 
ways –spiritual disciplines, identity in Christ, living 
out the gospel, missions and more.

STUDENTS REGISTER FOR CONFERENCE PRE-CONFERENCE FUN
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“Some things are out of our control and other things 
never change,” said Debbie Richardson, who led a 
females-only session on the “identity equation” and 
understanding the unchangeable truth of who we 
are created to be. “We need our identity to be so 
true that when variables are thrown at us that we 
always bank on the constant of God’s love. We all 
have a deep craving to belong to something and we 
need to sift through all the crazy of the world and 
come back to our one constant – that is Jesus.”

Rachel Davis implored students to build momentum 
with faithful friendships.

“To find faithful friends we must go where people 
are and get involved,” Davis said. “Try to exit the 
judgement zone or you run the risk of missing 
out on some great friendships. It is important to 
pray for good friends and ones that will be an 
encouragement to you. Be willing to make your 
feelings open with God about your need for friends.”

Youth leaders were also able to tap into the 
knowledge of how teenage development impacts 
spiritual growth and how to avoid shame and 
encourage growth with today’s youth.

“Puberty lasts about ten years and repetitive 
behavior prunes off part of the brain not being 
used,” said Alisha Phillips a licensed counselor 
in Portland, OR. “We can make mistakes in 
youth ministry by treating them like they’re not 
adolescents, but instead either big kids or mini-

adults. Be who you are and teenagers are drawn to 
that.”

Phillips also encouraged leaders to forego activities 
focused only on fun, but also encourage time 
spent in discovering their identity and relational 
development.

“It’s not what they’ll ask for and it is easier to 
administer ‘fun,’ but it is relationships that they will 
remember later,” Phillips noted. “Ask challenging 
non-leading questions about faith, life, identity 
and God. Play the long game through prayer and 
surrender by remembering we are not the ones in 
control of the outcome.”

A late-night show was provided for participants by 
illusionist Hart Keen, who has made appearances 
on America’s Got Talent, Penn and Teller: Fool Us, 
and in other high-profile settings.

Centrifuge 2022 will also 
return for teenagers 
seeking a camp experience 
July 16-21 at 
Aldersgate Retreat 
Center in Turner, OR. 
For more information 
email hmalm@
nwbaptist.org.

By Sheila allen

HOST JASON SPURLIN ENGAGES 
STUDENTS IN GAMES

A TEAM FROM RESONATE CHURCH 
LEADS WORSHIP
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VIDEOS HELP STUDENTS ANSWER REAL QUESTIONS 
LOVE OF NATURE, MUSIC AND THE 

WONDER OF SPACE WERE INSTILLED IN 
MARY JO SHARP FROM HER EARLIEST DAYS 
IN BEAVERTON, OR. SHE WAS TAUGHT TO ASK 
BIG QUESTIONS ABOUT SUCH THINGS BY 
HER FATHER, AN AVOWED ATHEIST. THOSE 
KINDS OF QUESTIONS SERVE HER WELL NOW 
AS SHE INVITES OTHERS TO ASK SIMILAR 
QUESTIONS AND DISCOVER THE TRUTH OF 
GOD THROUGH A COLLABORATIVE SET OF 
VIDEOS CALLED “DARKROOM FAITH.”

The videos, newly available, are especially designed 
with teenagers and young adults in mind.

“Both my parents loved the arts and inspired me to 
consider the world I would live in while we enjoyed 
the symphony, ballet and Shakespeare,” said Sharp. 
“I would often ponder what we are here for.”

It was her high school band director that felt 
burdened to share his faith with her and gave 
Sharp a Bible her senior year before she headed to 
college for a music education degree.

“I started reading the Bible and couldn’t put it down 
as I saw a keen sense of justice and it made sense 
of morality,” Sharp stated. “It drew me toward ‘right’ 
and I went to college exploring faith.”

Sharp explored spiritual principles more deeply and 
professed her commitment to follow Jesus, even as 
her family questioned her decision. As she married 
her husband, Roger, and he assumed the role of 
youth minister in the church they attended, she 
began to see problems in the church -- hypocritical, 
judgmental lifestyles and antithetical principles of 
life in those who professed devotion to Jesus.

“I knew that was what Jesus accused the Pharisees 
of and was wrestling and wondered what I got 
myself into as my husband was called to ministry, 
so started investigating on my own,” Sharp said. “I 
read books such as The Case for Christ and then 
researched atheists and heard their debates with 
Christians.

“Although this can be a hot topic word, I went 
through a process of deconstruction to find out 
what the core truth is,” she added.



She soon realized the atheist argument was not 
strong and the historical truth of Jesus resurrected 
bolstered her beliefs. After her husband completed 
seminary, Sharp began a master degree in 
apologetics at Biola University to help her undergird 
an intellectual defense of the gospel’s truth.

Through a blog defending the resurrection called 
Conflict Christianity, Sharp was launched into the 
public eye and started an apologetics ministry which 
led to various debates, including with those of the 
Muslim faith.

Sharp is currently an apologetics professor at 
Houston Baptist University, which allows her to live 
in Oregon and teach remotely. In addition, she has an 
active speaking ministry and is an author of several 
books, including Defending the Faith, Why Do You 
Believe That, Living in Truth, and her most recent Why 
I Still Believe.

“I am involved with a group in Houston that realized 
Gen Z students didn’t have a visually appealing 
platform that would grab their attention with questions 
about faith,” Sharp stated. “Initially I was critiquing 
material for them because I have a heart for Gen Z. I 
eventually became director of content and we hired a 
production company to tell collected stories of Gen Z 
students and what they struggle with about faith.

“Every video is a narrative of someone’s real story that 
we address and offer full curriculum if groups want to 
use it for further discussion,” she noted.

Donors have funded the endeavor to allow individuals 
and groups use of the material free of charge so 
there are no roadblocks to faith, according to Sharp.

“We don’t want to lecture, so this is invitational and 
can become student-owned learning,” Sharp said. 
“We don’t want to push too hard yet offer these truths 
to as many churches as possible. Doubt, faith and 
science are real, yet this is what the church is here 
for. We used actors to portray these real individuals 
with questions and we had the best conversations 
with the actors about faith issues while on set.”

The first three videos became available in May, and 
a new one will be released each following month. 
Those interested can visit darkroomfaith.com for more 
information.
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By Sheila allen



“... they that wait upon the LORD shall 
renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings 
as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they 
shall walk, and not faint.” (Is. 40:31)

Parker emphasized the need for relying on God, 
waiting on him and finding rest in him in order to 
face the hardships and hurts of life with strength 
and confidence. “We wait on God so that we’re 
ready for what’s coming up next, so that we’re 
rejuvenated, so that we’re encouraged, so that we’re 
revitalized,” she said.

Drawing from Old Testament stories such as 
Hannah and Ruth, she stressed the importance of 
participants seeing themselves as women of valor 
when facing hard times: “We have all the things in 
us to sustain life as well as the courage and the 
integrity and the strength to carry it out.”

Parker suggested that participants identify “spiritual 
markers” to help them remember God’s activity 
in their lives and serve as prompts for continually 
worshiping God.

An author with about 40 years of 
ministry experience, 

WOMEN FROM CHURCHES ACROSS 
OREGON, WASHINGTON AND NORTH 

IDAHO JOINED ONE ANOTHER FOR THE FIRST 
IN-PERSON NORTHWEST WOMEN’S SUMMIT 
IN THREE YEARS. GATHERING AROUND A 
THEME OF “RENEW,” THE EVENT DREW ABOUT 
300 WOMEN IN EARLY APRIL TO LAKE BIBLE 
CHURCH IN LAKE OSWEGO, OR.

Nancy Hall, women’s specialist for the Northwest 
Baptist Convention, and a team of Northwest 
women organized the annual NWBC event. Hall 
welcomed the women to the conference with the 
hope they each “experience God and leave renewed 
in Christ.”

The women convened all together for three general 
sessions of worship and inspiration, then chose 
from numerous smaller group seminars designed 
to help them deepen their spiritual journeys and 
develop other personal skills.

Keynote speaker Gayla Parker of Arkansas, 
who also spoke at the last in-person Summit 
-- acknowledging that so many people today are 
tired or exhausted – wove together Bible teaching, 
inspirational stories and humor to draw out the 
truths from the Summit’s theme verse in 
Isaiah 41:10:

Jennifer Margaris (from left), Kristy Ford and Tory Ford lead in song

8 Northwest Baptist Witness MAY / JUNE 2021
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including service with the 
International Mission Board 
in the Philippines and as a 
women’s ministry consultant 
for two Southern Baptist state 
conventions, Parker noted she 
is passionate about helping 
women put faith into 

action in their 
lives.

An IMB worker who spent most of 
the last decade in Asia serving with her 

husband and children emphasized the 
importance of remaining committed to 

advancing the gospel message in the face of 
hardship, rejection and laboring long for low 

levels of spiritual harvest.

“I felt inadequate to the task,” Tara* said, citing 
other “unlikely choices” from Bible stories who 

God used for his purpose. “On and on we could go 
with example after example, when we read about 
the characters in Scripture unlikely to be chosen for 
God’s plans, we know then that we are reading his 
narrative, not ours,” she said.

The Scriptures are full of inspiring examples of God 
using people from all walks of life, with all kinds of 
weaknesses for what he wants to accomplish, she 
noted: “When you begin to wonder if God could use 
you, be encouraged -- you’re right where you need 
to be. Our confidence is not found in being prepared 
or being qualified. Our confidence is in God almighty 
and what he can do.”

WOMEN 
'RENEW' 
FELLOWSHIP 
AT SUMMIT

By Cameron CraBtree

Tara noted that encouragement was part of her 
personal experience.

“After 7 years of hard work and a lot of questioning, 
along with wondering what God was using our 
efforts for, we learned the secret to success,” she 
said. “We felt like failures not seeing people moved 
by the gospel, but success wasn’t found in what we 
accomplished; it was found in our faithfulness. We 
were, in fact, successful by being faithful – it led to 
complete dependence on him.”

The conference provided opportunities for women 
to strengthen their relationships and meet new 
friends from other churches during shared meals 
and break times.

The Northwest Women team will host a Missions 
Celebration and Dessert during the NWBC annual 
meeting in mid-November at the Great Wolf Lodge 
in Grand Mound, WA.

(* Full name withheld due to IMB security concerns.)

Gayla Parker (right) talks with Randy Adams
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NWBC LEADERS 
BREAK GROUND 
FOR NEW FACILITY

Continued on 18

REPRESENTATIVES 
OF THREE 

NORTHWEST BAPTIST 
MINISTRIES GATHERED MARCH 29 

TO OFFICIALLY “BREAK GROUND” ON A 
CENTRAL VANCOUVER, WA, PROPERTY THAT 
WILL HOUSE OFFICES AND CLASSROOMS FOR 
THE NORTHWEST BAPTIST CONVENTION, THE 
NORTHWEST BAPTIST FOUNDATION AND THE 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST CAMPUS OF GATEWAY 
SEMINARY.

“It’s a good day to move forward as a convention 
of churches and as a mission entity,” said Randy 
Adams, NWBC executive director.

The NWBC Executive Board voted in fall 2020 
to sell the 35,000-square feet Northwest Baptist 
Center that had housed the three entities since 
its opening in 1997 and purchase property for 
a smaller facility that better meet current staff 
structures and ministry needs that serve the 
NWBC’s 500-plus churches.

Since selling the facility and vacating it in August 
of last year, each of the three partner entities have 
operated in leased, separate facilities. But meeting 
weekly with representatives of RSV Building 
Solutions, the new facility’s contractor, NWBC staff 
leaders remain optimistic that construction can 
progress through the remainder of the year so that 

offices can be occupied jointly by the three entities 
at the of 2022.

“I can assure that this building will be built with 
people who care, people with faith and people 
with an eye toward quality and detail,” said Ron 
Frederiksen, RSV’s chairman and chief executive.

NWBC leaders sold the existing center located 
at NE 109th Avenue in Vancouver to a non-profit 
educational agency for $9,138,000 and purchased 
land about 5 miles northwest of the center for 
$800,000. Construction of the new facility is 
projected to cost about $5 million and net around 
$3 million to be invested, with earnings used 
annually to supplement regular funding for NWBC 
ministries.

Also attending the ceremony were a handful of 
local pastors and entity staff members, most of 
whom had helped build the previous facility. It was 
constructed mostly by a large pool of volunteers 
from Northwest Baptist churches in the mid-1990s 
at a final cost – including land purchase – of about 
$3.2 million, according to Adams.

He commended those volunteers and their 
investment in Northwest Baptist life.

“What we’re doing is taking that investment and 
leveraging it to build a building that’s more suitable 
to our needs going into the future, plus taking 
about $3 million and investing that for ministry,” said 
Adams. “(We’re) building on the work of those who 
went before us.”

Clint Overall, president of the Northwest Baptist 
Foundation, cited the mission emphasis in Acts 1:8 
as a guiding value of the three entities working in 
unity.

“Together with the convention and Pacific Northwest 
Campus, we’ve been diligent to ensure that the 
whole hears that message of Jesus Christ and the 

Clint Overall, Randy Adams and 
Mark Bradley represent the three 
entities moving to a new facility in 
coming months.



11MAY / JUNE 2022 Northwest Baptist Witness  

semesters while being mentored by an IMB field 
missionary. The “Gen Z” age group is now currently 
in high school and college -- a key age for first time 
missions involvement.

“If young adults are thinking about making an 
eternal investment, this could be the chance to 
impact the biggest `segment of the population in 
the world,” Irwin noted. “I encourage them to step 
out in faith.”

Each request for volunteers is designed and 
managed by those on the field. Volunteers come 
alongside to help them reach their goals. The length 
of a stay can vary from two weeks to a semester or 
a year.

Another regionally expanding ministry called 
Christmas on the Rim invites students to give their 
two weeks of Christmas break for service overseas.

“It is the easiest time to introduce Jesus because 
it’s natural to talk about Jesus birth at Christmas,” 
Irwin said. “This is a great trip for those ages 18 
and over on a first time mission trip and can include 
groups or individuals from various churches.

“We have actually found those who as individuals 
are much more passionate to serve than those who 
come for the friends on the trip,” Irwin added. “The 
cost varies according to the region sending the 
request.”

Those costs can range from $3,900 and up 
depending on length of service and can include 
singles or married couples.

MARCH / APRIL 2022 Northwest Baptist Witness  11

CHURCHES EXPLORE ASIA MISSIONS
WHEN PHILLIP AND ASHLEY IRWIN 

MINISTERED IN AN EAST ASIA NATION 
THROUGH THE INTERNATIONAL MISSION 
BOARD, THEIR TWO CHILDREN WERE 
NATURAL WAYS TO CONNECT WITH LOCAL 
RESIDENTS. THE CHILDREN HELPED OPENED 
DOORS FOR RELATIONSHIPS AND GAVE THE 
COUPLE MORE OPPORTUNITIES FOR GOSPEL 
CONVERSATIONS AND HELPING SOME 
PROFESS FAITH IN JESUS.

Though they have since left that country, the Irwins 
and other IMB personnel implored Northwest 
Baptists to consider volunteer opportunities in order 
to further advance the kingdom of God in Asia.

The IMB workers were part of several one-day 
conferences held in multiple Northwest locations.

Now called the Asia-Pacific Rim (APAC) affinity, 
the network has expanded to include southeast 
Asian countries such as Malaysia, Vietnam, Thailand 
and more. This has exponentially increased the 
opportunities and scope of choices for those 
seeking to use their abilities on short or longer term 
assignments.

The Northwest Baptist Convention has a formal 
partnership with APAC to encourage international 
mission involvement.

“There are 2.3 billion people in the APAC affinity 
and 43,454 are dying daily without Christ,” said 
Irwin. “The university ministry I am involved with has 
multiple ways volunteers can explore God’s leading 
through the IMB. People are changed forever by 
going on a short term mission assignment.”

Hands On is a six-month IMB opportunity for 
those age 18-29 to serve abroad for one or two 

Continued on 18
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CHURCH 
REACHES KIDS 

AT SOCCER 
CLINIC

IGLESIA VIDA 
NUEVA STRIVES TO 

KEEP MISSIONAL 
COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

AT THE FOREFRONT OF ITS 
STRATEGY TO IMPACT THE 

LOCAL AREA OF GRESHAM AND 
SANDY, OR. A RECENT SOCCER 

CLINIC FOR CHILDREN WAS HELD 
BY THE CHURH TO ENGAGE THE 

COMMUNITY AND MODEL POSITIVE 
ATTRIBUTES FOR THE CHILDREN WHO 

ATTENDED.

“We partnered with Sports Outreach NW to 
sponsor this soccer clinic and publicized it on our 
website, through invitations to other churches and 
also by word of mouth,” said Agustin Contreras, Vida 
Nueva pastor. “The Lord gave me this idea three 
years ago, and with the pandemic, we are just now 
able to bring it about.

“This allows church members to get to know the 
families that are bringing their children to the event,” 
he said.

While rain showers threatened the event through 
the day, church members were undeterred 
in their zeal to carry on with the event. 
Eight different zones were arranged and 
volunteers led the children through learning 
new skills within their age group.

Vida Nueva, one of a handful of 
Hispanic congregations that is part 

of the Northwest Baptist Convention, 
is composed of members who 
hail from many Latin American 
countries, including Guatemala, 
Mexico, Columbia, El Salvador, 
Honduras and more.

It is a growing 
congregation led 
by Contreras, who 
manages a full time 
career at Intel 
as a hardware 
engineer in 
addition to his 

12 Northwest Baptist Witness MAY / JUNE 2022

Augustin Contreras



13MAY / JUNE 2022 Northwest Baptist Witness  

responsibilities 
at the church.

Children attending 
the clinic were 

given a tee-shirt upon 
arrival and also treated 

to snacks and water 
during the course of the 

day. At the mid-point of the 
clinic, children gathered to 

hear Contreras share a gospel 
presentation that clearly pointed 

to the life-giving message of 
Jesus as the only way to salvation.

Some funding for the soccer clinic was 
supplied by the NWBC to help support 

local church evangelism projects.

“We have held several other outreach events, 
including a summer fest with worship and 

sermons at our local arts plaza,” Contreras 
stated. “Other efforts include summer movie 

nights, Christmas gift giveaway, a free backpack 
at the start of school year and a children’s day 

celebration on April 30, which 
is an important event in Latin 

culture.”

After the soccer event, each child 
received a gift from the church with an 

invitation to connect with Vida Nueva and 
learn more about the church.

“We recently baptized a new believer in a hot 
tub, which was especially interesting because 

the man was quite tall,” said Contreras with a 
smile. “While we have many new families who will 

attend our services, only one of five will stay and get 
baptized.”

While they meet at Pathway Church, Sandy campus, 
in the afternoon, many gathered at 7 am and 5 pm 
for Easter services. Several Vida Nueva members 
also attend Hispanic seminary classes arranged 
through Gateway Seminary, which shifted to 
virtual sessions during the pandemic and have 
remained in that format.

 In the planning stages is a men’s 
conference for Hispanic men. Currently 
the church is a Spanish-speaking 
congregation, but increasingly as 
children and teenagers transition 
to English speakers, the church 
translates some events into 
English and will continue 
to increase more bilingual 
options.

By Sheila allen
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INVOLVING VOLUNTEERS IN DISASTER RELIEF TO GIVE 
HELP, HOPE AND HEALING DURING TIMES OF CRISIS 

WAS AT THE FOREFRONT OF THE 2022 ROUNDTABLE 
TRAINING EVENT HOSTED BY NORTHWEST BAPTIST 
DISASTER RELIEF LEADERS.

DISASTER RELIEF TEAMS 
UPDATE TRAINING

“Our most 
valuable 

asset is 
a trained 

volunteer for 
Northwest disaster 

ready churches,” said 
Gary Floyd, NWBDR 

director. “Our overriding 
goal is to support the local 

church that invites us to 
assist when a crisis occurs in 

their area.”

Trained volunteers can be ready 
to meet needs at a moment’s 

notice when floods, 
landslides, drought, civil 

unrest, mass casualties 
or a multitude of other 

calamities hit the Northwest, 
our nation or other incidents 

around the world.

“A disaster is an occurrence that 
causes human suffering or creates 

human needs that the victims can’t 
alleviate without assistance,” Floyd 

stated. “Regardless of how you believe 
locals view your church, the community will 

look to you and your churches for guidance 
when a disaster strikes. It’s called a disaster 

when none of the normal stuff works.”

Roundtable participants were reminded that God 
equipped them and their churches to achieve his 

purposes and churches if they are called to this ministry.

Core values such as being Christ-centered, partnership-
oriented, fluid in practice, effective in action and local church-

focused were explained to new DR recruits attending the training.

A plethora of classes to hone new skills were offered and included 
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mass feeding, lead cook, CPR, forklift, chainsaw 
safety and more.

“The primary mission of a feeding unit is to go in the 
name of Christ,” said Chuck Messena, a seasoned 
DR volunteer. “We must have a plan beyond ‘take 
me.’ This takes multiple people working together 
toward a common goal and the team lead will 
assign jobs to best accomplish the task at hand."

The group seeks to ensure team members are 
cross-trained to multiply skills and to provide the 
largest selection of experience and organization. 
Serving as ambassadors for Christ is always a top 
priority.

“We are there to feed people the best we can, 
which gives us an opportunity to share the love of 
Christ by being a living example,” Messena noted. 
“We must remain flexible and our mantra is we 
will be presented with a set of problem-solving 
experiences.”

Mass feeding volunteers were reminded that 
entering a disaster zone to work can be extremely 
stressful and things that normally function such as 
power, water and basic necessities can be missing, 
so following directions and protocol are crucial.

Designations for leadership are signified by hats 
and include the white hat which is the incident 
commander, blue hats that head specific teams 
and gold hats for workers that carry out 
various tasks as needed.

“Our team structure emphasizes asking 
the question of how I can help you 
minister in this instance,” Floyd said. 
“We serve to the point that others 
achieve God purpose for their 
lives.”

Southern Baptist disaster 
relief volunteers have 
traditionally worked 
hand-in-hand with 
the Salvation Army 
and Red Cross 
during large scale 
operations 
and have 
developed 

specific roles for each entity.

An additional disaster relief component 
offered in conjunction with the 
Roundtable was a three-day course 
on pastoral crisis intervention 
mechanics, led by Bill Lotz of Tri-
Cities, WA.

For more information 
about volunteer DR 
opportunities, visit 
northwestdr.com

By Sheila allen
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Chuck Messena leads a training session.
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CHURCH PLANTING EFFORTS HAVE 
FLOURISHED THROUGHOUT THE 

YEAR AROUND THE NORTHWEST BAPTIST 
CONVENTION DESPITE WELL-KNOWN 
DIFFICULTIES OF FUNDING, LANGUAGE 
BARRIERS AND PANDEMIC SETBACKS. A 
RECENT NWBC RETREAT FOR CURRENT 

CHURCH PLANTERS WAS HOSTED ON 
THE OREGON COAST FOR CONTINUING 
EDUCATION AND TO BOLSTER THE SPIRITS 
OF THOSE ON THE FRONT LINES OF 
CRITICALLY IMPORTANT WORK.

Nearly 300 people, including over 100 children, 
flocked to the scenic shores of Cannon, Beach 
OR, for three days of networking and renewal with 
fellow church planters and their families NWBC 
childhood ministry specialist Leigh Ann Stark 
recruited 25 volunteers who ministered to children 
from birth to 18 years old, which allowed families 
to spend quality time together during free time.

Keynote speaker Jeff Iorg, president of Gateway 
Seminary, delivered inspiring messages under the 
theme of Christian unity, mission and leadership 
while children and youth enjoyed age-graded 
vacation Bible school-style sessions.

“We have been torn apart in recent times like I’ve 
never seen before over issues such as politics 
and masks, but our clarion call must become a 
practical reality,” Iorg said. “Our unity is grounded in 
our relationships with Jesus Christ – there are no 
religious or cultural differences in him. They were all 

abolished because we are God’s chosen ones and 
our identity is reflected to each other.”

Iorg went on to note that while the world operates 
in a ranking system, we are to clothe ourselves with 
attributes that reflect our new identity in Christ, 
which shows our compassion and kindness to 

others, including fellow church members.

“Even when people don’t respond in a similar 
fashion, we must raise the banner of love and bear 
with one another and forgive one another,” Iorg 

CHURCH 
PLANTERS 
CONNECT

Church planters and spouses talk and pray.
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stated. “An overwhelming observation over my 40 
years of public ministry is astonishment that God 
is able to use me with my arrogance and pride. His 
limitless forgiveness and grace is the high standard 
we must use to bear with others. Let’s turn our 
attitude back to humility and gratefulness.”

Leaders were encouraged to find 
ways to share the gospel in any 
situation, focusing on the methods 
that work to reach people for Christ 
instead of the ones that do not.

“Our mission is about 
communicating the gospel and 
transforming believers,” Iorg noted. 
“Have the courage to measure if 
anything has changed from your 
efforts in the lives of people. Then 
have the courage to change if they 
have not. Our mission is worthy of 
our sacrifice.”

“Pastoring and starting churches 
requires many things, one of which is healthy 
relationships with other pastors and ministry 
leaders,” said NWBC executive director Randy 
Adams.  “The annual NWBC church planting 
retreat always has a focus on the ‘heart and head’ 

of the pastor and his family, but it also provides 
an opportunity to develop relationships with other 
pastors and ministry leaders.  Even the Apostle 
Paul needed a ministry team and a network of 
supporting churches.  The NWBC facilitates this 
for all our churches, including our newest and 
youngest churches.” Participants were afforded the 

opportunity to sharpen their skills under the tutelage 
of other church planters during sessions such as 
developing leaders, breaking through multiplication 
barriers, how to handle criticism and real digital 
ministry. Church planter Ricardo Barber from One 
Hope Church in Portland, OR, led a breakout group 
in considering how to engage the culture without 
losing the gospel.

“We must constantly redevelop as culture changes 
in a post-modern culture,” Barber said. “Jesus had a 
passion for prayer and we must also have that same 
passion to reach our neighbors and cities. Methods 
such as ‘Bless Every Home’ are practical tools that 
we can help our members with to pray and connect 
with those around them. 

“We’ve got the good news and we can get out into 
our community through serving, sports, tutoring, 

Continued on 18

Laurie Panter shares teaching moments.
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Gap year programs for those waiting a year to enter 
college or take a break are also an option for those 
searching for direction and a heart for missions. A 
plethora of options are available for people of all 
ages, including senior adults and can be found at 
imb.org.

An option for those seeking to 
serve close to home with the 
IMB might consider staffing 
a Vacation Bible School for 
mainland Chinese who reside 
in Vancouver, British Columbia. 
That’s an opportunity church 
groups can share together.

Scanning the QR code below 
provides lists upcoming mission 
opportunities for all ages.

Continued from 10Continued from 11

Ground BreakinGeaSt aSia

power of the cross,” said Overall. “During the last 
few months we’ve been apart, we’ve learned the 
advantage of serving together from one location. 
We’re anxious to get back into the same building 
and serve together.”

There’s “power, there’s energy” in serving the 
convention’s churches from one location, Overall 
added.

Mark Bradley, director of Gateway’s regional 
campus, echoed sentiments about the advantages 
on a central location.

“It’s great to be all in the same house,” said Bradley. 
“There’s been a little bit missing during this time. 
We’re excited about the transition and what the 
future holds.”

At press time for this issue of The Witness, the 
NWBC had secured the necessary permits from 
various county and state agencies for excavation to 
have begun in mid-May.

The ceremony was streamed on the convention’s 
Facebook page and is available for continued 
viewing at facebook.com/nwbaptistconvention.

By Sheila allen

Continued from 17

ChurCh PlanterS ConneCt

meeting the needs of the underserved, but we 
must always include the declaration of the gospel 
as our most important task and we often leave 
that out and become nothing more than a civic 
organization. Jesus helped and met needs but also 
proclaimed the gospel. Success is measured by 
your faithfulness, not by numbers.”

Nate and Becky McGlinchy of Restoration Road 
Church in Snohomish, WA, led meaningful times of 
worship for participants. 

“Jeff Iorg was amazing and he didn't waste time 
on information he knew we didn't need,” said Kim 
Bonus, who serves with her husband at Reliance 
Fellowship in West Richland, WA. “He knew his 
crowd very well and equipped us with what was 
helpful to us. Having a full children's program 
is a blessing beyond what I can describe. It 

By Sheila allen

By Cameron CraBtree

greatly affected the heart of our two teenagers, 
encouraging them and spurring them on. We saw 
amazing heart change in them and I cannot thank 
the children's team enough. The worship leaders 
were fantastic and their selection of songs was spot 
on. I was overwhelmed by the financial generosity 
toward us there - money for food, gas, and swag 
was so awesome. It removed anxiety over the 
financial burden that attending may have 
caused us.”
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Apply by July 15 at gs.edu/apply or schedule a phone or Zoom call
with PNWC Director Mark Bradley to learn more.

pnwc-info@gs.edu | 360.882.2200

Christian Theology I
David Johnson, PhD in Theology

Mondays, 6:30-8:45 p.m. and One Intensive:
Oct. 20-21 at PNWC

or
Oct. 28-29 at Kennewick Baptist Church

Basic Evangelism
Randy Adams, NWBC Executive Director

Mondays, 4-5:50 p.m.

The Gospel according to John
Mike Kuykendall, Professor of NT Studies

Intensives: Sept. 8-10; Nov. 3-5

COURSE HIGHLIGHTS - ON-CAMPUS OR REMOTE

GATEWAY SEMINARY
PACIFIC NORTHWEST CAMPUS
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 January through April Budget vs Actual Comparison
Budget               Actual           Variance

   948,077 1,009,496 61,419

Bellevue-Awakening 3,448
Bellevue-Leaven Church 1,000
Bellevue-Well Commun 2,457
Bellevue-Lake Hills 1,523
Bellingham-Living Word 300
Bellingham-Crossroads 500
Blk Diamond-Chap Wood 3,595
Bothell/Living Spring 610
Bothell-CrossPointe 4,769
Bothell-Seattle Bridge 1,321
Bow-Cross Cntry 4,309
Bow-Farm & Family 371
Burlington-Calvary 1,320
Camano Isld-Restoration 1,481
Clear Lake-FBC 600
Darrington-Mt View 2,956
Des Moines-The Mountain 1,977
Edmonds-One In Christ 300
Edmonds-Rock of Hope 1,657
Enumclaw-FBC 1,000
Everett-Journey 400
Everett-Bethlehem Korean 100
Everett-Pinehurst 3,413
Everett-S Everett Comm 2,142
Everett-Silver Lake 792
Fed Way-First Ukranian 400
Fed Way-Lifeway 1,200
Fed Way-Bethel 600
Fed Way-Cross Life 400
Fed Way-Good Neighbor 600
Fed Way-Korean-Amer 1,400
Federal Way-City Center 3,894
Hamilton-FBC 4,885
Issaquah-Summit 5,930
Issaquah-Foothills 9,365

Issaquah-Love Tree Church 200
Kent-Sequoia 2,680
Kent-Turningpoint 3,591
Kent-Bread of Life 100
Kent-Emmanuel Bhutanese 60
Lake Stevens-Lake Country 2,000
Lakewood-Emmaus 200
Lakewood-FBC 21,824
Lakewood-Good Shepherd 300
Lakewood-Lakewood Miss 133
Lakewood-Trinity 2,225
Lynnwood-Healing 60
Lynnwood-EagleWing 316
Lynnwood-Global Mission 150
Lynnwood-Japanese 375
Lynnwood-Meadowdale Com 50
Maple Falls-Mt. Baker 293
Maple Valley-Hope 25,575
Marysville-Emmanuel 1,140
Monroe-FBC 3,540
Moses Lake-Bethlehem 100
Mount Vernon-Christian 1,580
Mount Vernon-Trinity 2,839
Oak Harbor-Christian Fellow 250
Oak Harbor-Southern 2,903
Puyallup-High Pointe 12,699
Puyallup-South Hill 776
Puyallup-Sunrise 9,621
Redmond-FBC Rose Hill 750
Redmond-Korean Hope 500
Redmond-Meadowbrook 26,470
Renton-Trinity 2,000
Renton-Church of Beloved 250
Renton-Iglesia Vida 800

Renton-Sunset 8,136
Saesoon Baptist Church 573
Sammamish-21st Century 536
Seattle-Chinese Southern 14,438
Seattle-Discovery 840
Seattle-Dwelling Place 5,882
Seattle-Gracepoint 200
Seattle-Roots Community 3,682
Seattle-The Hallows 4,000
Seattle-Epic Life 517
Seattle-Eternal Joy 400
Seattle-FBC Beverly Pk 790
Seattle-First Love 615
Seattle-Living Water Chin 877
Seattle-New Covenant 350
Seattle-Thien An 900
Sedro Woolley-Skagit 400
Sedro Woolley-Valley 3,100
Snohomish-Bridge 200
Sultan-Lighthouse 1,752
Table Of Hope 1,449
Tacoma-Soundside 3,873
Tacoma-Filipino Inter 500
Tacoma-Highland Hill 1,511
Tacoma-Japanese Intl 2,266
Tacoma-New Beginnings 53
Tacoma-New Hope 96
Tacoma-Parkland 2,000
Tacoma-Tacoma FBC 32,000
Tacoma-VMCM 120
Yelm-First 1,170
Yelm-Ignite Church 459

Total: 291,051
 

Bremerton-Kitsap Lake 3,871
Bremerton-Sonshine 844
Castle Rock-FBC 3,791
Centralia-Alder Street 1,000
Chehalis-Dayspring 4,939
Dryad-Community 1,312
Elma-Bethany 1,168
Forks-FBC 4,556
Kalama-Kalama 5,795
Lacey-FBC 3,774
Lacey-New Zion 900

Region 1 | Jan-Apr 22

Region 2 | Jan-Apr 22

Longview-Robert Gray 3,093
Longview-FBC 20,712
Longview-Highlands 775
Longview-Valley 8,099
Ocean Shores-Faith Com 1,740
Olympia-Vietnamese 500
Olympia-McKenzie Road 9,446
Port Angeles-Hillcrest 3,103
Port Hadlock-Oak Bay 520
Port Orchard-Evergreen 1,146
Port Orchard-FBC 7,225

Region 3 | Jan-Apr 22

Port Townsend-San Juan 5,466
Rainier-Delena 336
Randle-Reconciled 1,240
Scappoose-Creekside 2,033
Sequim-FBC 5,351
Silverdale-Clear Creek 1,149
Silverdale-Kitsap Christian 300
Toledo-FBC 12,002
Vaughn-Key Peninsula 500

Total: 116,685

Beaverton-FBC 2,375
Beaverton-Global 200
Beaverton-Iglesia Bautista 3,753
Beaverton-New Creation 1,026
Beaverton-Trinity Ch & Min 25
Bingen-FBC 437
Boring-Iglesia Vida Nueva 3,764
Clackamas-Trinity 7,973
Estacada-Clackamas Vly 1,209
Forest Grove-The Crossing 134
Goldendale-Columbus Av 9,273
Gresham-Pathway 21,514
Gresham-Punto de Gracia 90
Hillsboro-New Life 6,205
Hood River-Tucker Road 1,540
Klickitat-Klickitat Valley 983
La Center - Go Iglesia 280
Lake Oswego-Lake Bible 400
McMinnville-Valley 2,837
Newberg-Chehalem Vly 9,138
Odell-FBC 744
Prtld-Flavel Street 100

Prtld-Mien Fellowship 400
Prtld-Antioch Christian 300
Prtld-Garden Church 3,707
Prtld-Hope International 1,876
Prtld-Mill Park 3,249
Prtld-New Life Intnl 600
Prtld-Peninsula 150
Prtld-Rejoice 1,797
Prtld-Sojourn Community 510
Prtld-Solid Rock 1,509
Prtld-Woodstock Com 3,000
Prtld-Zomi Bethel 1,600
Ptld-OneHope 662
Ridgefield-GO 8,416
Rufus-Bapt Ch at Rufus 370
The Dalles-Emmanuel 1,572
Tigard-Hall Blvd 5,176
Tigard-Japanese Intnl 630
Tillamook-Life Change 4,826
Vancouver-Family Network 255
Vancouver-Grace 612
Vancouver-Ukrainian 200

Vancouver-Arabic 148
Vancouver-Calvary 160
Vancouver-Calvary Vietnamese 160
Vancouver-CrossPointe 9,949
Vancouver-Evergreen 4,243
Vancouver-Gathering Place 1,900
Vancouver-Gtr Faith MBC 100
Vancouver-Iglesia Belen 280
Vancouver-Korean 200
Vancouver-Revival 450
Vancouver-Trinity 423
Vancouver-Vietnamese 84
Vancouver-Vietnamese Heart 310
Wilsonville-Creekside 1,540

Total: 135,363
 

Region 5 | Jan-Apr 22

Albany-Calvary 957
Albany-Nueva Esperanza 305
Bend-River Woods 140
Bend-Bend Comm 1,000
Bend-Summit Community 865
Corvallis-Grant Avenue 9,733
Corvallis-Pioneer Church 676
Cottage Grove-Calvary 1,919
Creswell-New Hope 18,335
Crooked River - Twin Rivers 1,386
Dexter-Dexter Baptist 780
Dorris-FBC 100
Eugene-Harvest Comm 3,244
Eugene-Fairfield 7,058
Eugene-Japanese 19
Eugene-Riviera 4,206
Florence-FBC 2,250
Glendale-Glendale 485
Grants Pass-Solid Rock 1,425
K Falls-Ch on Homedale 4,104
Keizer-Cristiana Renuevo 806
Lakeview-Trinity 525
Lebanon-Iglesia Biblica Intl 160
Lebanon-Trinity 580
Lincoln City-Pacific 1,013

Madras-FBC 1,371
Medford-Living Hope 1,320
Medford-Lozier Lane 5,587
Medford-New Horizon 633
Monmouth-Cultivate 1,098
North Bend-FBC 600
Prineville-Calvary 3,951
Redmond-Highland 71,133
Reedsport-Highlands 1,109
Rogue River-Grace 3,354
Roseburg-Vine Street 6,036
Salem-Capital 8,126
Salem-Living Water 339
Siletz-Sacred Ground 340
Springfield-East Side 4,377
Springfield-Trinity 2,276
Sweet Home-Freedom 1,250
Terrebonne-Smith Rock 2,340
Toledo-FBC 200
Waldport-FBC 1,000
White City-Trinity 400
Winston-Community 8,564
Yachats-Yachats 200

Total: 187,674

Airway Hts-Airway Hts 5,988
Airway Hts-Spokane Rock 400
Athol-Athol 1,200
Benton City-FBC 1,915
Brewster-Calvary 200
Burbank-Trinity 2,028
Cashmere-Evergreen 1,621
Cheney-Fellowship 2,506
Clarkston-SonRise 1,601
Clarkston-Trinity 600
Coeur d'Alene-Pathway 1,800
Dayton-Faith Chapel 200
Deer Park-FBC 693
E Wenatchee-Eastmont 22,917
Ellensburg-Chestnut St 2,925
Greenacres-Greenacres 400
Harrison-Community 1,800
Heppner-Willow Creek 2,294
Hermiston-Grace 486
Kellogg-FBC 835
Kennewick-Hillview 3,616
Kennewick-Abide 612
Kennewick-Crossview 867
Kennewick-Finley First 800
Kennewick-Kennewick 28,768
Kennewick-Quinault 517
Kennewick-Sola 2,879
La Grande-The Way 1,854
La Grande-Trinity 197
Leavenworth-FBC 4,112
Lewiston-Orchards 1,955
Lewiston-Tammany 12,723
Mead-Crossover 200
Moscow-Trinity 1,000
Moses Lake-Emmanuel 832
Newport-Newport So 2,638
Oakesdale-FBC 460

Otis Orchards-Starr Rd 400
Pasco - Hope Fellowship 2,700
Pasco-International 100
Pierce-Mountain View 250
Pilot Rock-Life Church 5,188
Prosser-Calvary 202
Pullman-Emmanuel 24,180
Pullman-Grace and Glory 250
Pullman-Resonate 10,253
Rathdrum-New Beg 1,973
Rice-Victory 680
Richland-Lighthouse 1,000
Richland-Reata Sprgs 2,500
Richland-Richland 67,262
Spirit Lake-Spirit Lake 1,941
Spokane Valley-Dishman 3,249
Spokane Valley-East Valley 1,316
Spokane Valley-The Rock 1,991
Spokane Valley-Valleypt 3,047
Spokane-Crestline 1,139
Spokane-Driscoll Blvd 4,584
Spokane-North Addison 4,808
Spokane-Springhill Bible 600
St Maries-College Ave 400
Union Gap-FBC 705
W Richland-Reliance 3,303
Walla Walla-Blue Mt 1,831
Walla Walla-Kairos 850
Wapato-FBC 2,064
Wenatchee-Valley 30
Yakima-Terrace Hghts 1,678
Yakima-The Cross 155
Yakima-The River 852
Zillah-Mtn View 701

Total: 268,619
 

Partner Support | Jan-Apr 22

Partner Support  10,105

Region 4 | Jan-Apr 22

Report only includes churches that have contributed through the 
Northwest Baptist Convention. A full report of all NWBC churches 

is available at www.gonbw.org/cp

... partnering with more than 47,000 churches to make Christ known at home, across the nation, and around the world.
Cooperative Program & Missions NW Giving
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LEVELS OF FINANCIAL TRANSPARENCY IN 
THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION, A 

NEW FOCUS FOR THE SBC’S CREDENTIALS 
COMMITTEE’S WORK AND CONCERNS ABOUT 
CRITICAL RACE THEORY WERE AMONG 
TOPICS ADDRESSED BY THE THREE KNOWN 
CANDIDATES EXPECTED TO BE NOMINATED 
FOR SBC PRESIDENT AT THE 2022 SBC 
ANNUAL MEETING IN ANAHEIM.

The candidates participated in a May 4 forum at a 
church in Texas.

Tom Ascol, senior pastor of Grace Baptist Church 
in Cape Coral, FL, Bart Barber, senior pastor of 
FBC Farmersville, TX, and Robin Hadaway, senior 
professor of missions at Midwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary and retired IMB missionary, 
comprise the current slate of men running for the 
SBC post.

The responded to various questions directly and in 
discussions with each other:

Is there work to do related to the financial 
disclosures of SBC entities?

Ascol was the first to answer saying he believes 
there is much to do in this area. He called for 
forensic audits to be performed by the entities 
because trust has been broken and alleged crimes 
may have been committed.

“This would be an audit that is designed to look 
at the laws, the SEC, the state laws, local laws, 
federal laws, making sure those practices financially 

have been in accordance with the laws,” he said. “If 
there’s any discrepancies and what’s reported or 
what’s on the books and what is discovered, those 
discrepancies are investigated. And so, a forensic 
audit could well discover that crimes have been 
committed. And if so, they can be rectified. I mean, 
that doesn’t mean that somebody has to go to jail. 
Maybe there just needs to be some money paid 
back or something, but it is an audit that is done 
with very serious potential consequences if there’s 
been shady things going on.”

Barber said he said he does not believe trust is 
broken to the degree Ascol suggests.

“I want to affirm the idea that our trustees need 
to be trained better than they are,” Barber said, 
adding that while trustees receive an orientation 
by the entity they serve, “I think there needs to be 
independent instruction about baseline standards of 
what’s best to do as a trustee in order to hold these 
institutions to account.”

Barber said the ultimate power to call for 
accountability is in the hands of the messengers.

“I think the trustees are the first place to be holding 
the institutions accountable for all of those things.,” 
he said, “But I think it’s the messenger body’s right, 
just as they did with sex abuse. It’s the messenger 
body’s right to call for any kind of financial 
transparency that they want for any of the entities 
and if the messenger body asks for a forensic audit, 
it’ll happen.”

SBC CANDIDATES CONVENE IN FORUM

Continued on 22
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He said he feels sorry for the members of the 
committee because “they have a task that is 
unmanageable given our structure.”

He believes repairing the system will require some 
of the SBC’s top thinkers.

In 2019, messengers voted to amend the SBC’s 
bylaws to repurpose the SBC’s 
Credentials Committee into a 
standing committee to make 
inquiries and recommendations 
for action regarding instances 
of sexual abuse, racism or 
other issues that call a church’s 
relationship with the SBC into 
question. The work handled 
by the previous Credentials 
Committee, on which Hadaway 
served in 2000, is now handled 
by the Registration Committee.

Barber pointed to a system that 
worked well in the past because 
local associations did more of 
the work: “… local associations 
were the ones who leaned 
into screening credentials. 
Every local association had a 
Credentials Committee like they 
should today,” he said, adding 
that the number of churches 
and growing “laundry list” of 
social concerns makes the work 
unmanageable for a Credentials 
Committee at a national level.

“It will work so much better if 
you go to your local association 
saying, ‘We need our Credentials 
Committee to be vibrant and 
active and doing the right thing 
there,” he said.

Barber suggested associational credentials 
committees began to wane during the decades of 
rising conservative influence in SBC. “The backbone 
of the local association needs to be restored so that 
we’re not trying to do this at the national level.”

Hadaway agreed that an entity’s trustees are the 
primary source of accountability, saying “you can 
trust what they do.”

“Most, if not all of the entities” have an annual audit 
of their finances, he said.

“I will respectfully disagree 
with Bro. Tom,” Hadaway 
said. “I don’t think we need 
that [a forensic audit]. When 
there is an egregious case 
that comes out … I think 
that can be handled by 
letters to the trustees.”

What should the 
Credentials Committee 
actually be doing? Are 
they working outside 
the scope of what 
they should be doing? 
What is their function 
if a church is operating 
outside the BF&M?

Calling the work of the 
committee a massive 
task, Ascol said that the 
responsibilities of the 
committee need to be 
investigated so their work 
can be better accomplished.

Ascol claimed to have 
submitted several churches 
to the Credentials 
Committee and said he 
never heard back. “I don’t 
know if they investigated 
them or what they did or 
what the disposition is,” 
he said. “That’s one thing that needs to change 
because if there’s something that is risen to the 
level of actually making a report and asking for an 
investigation, I think that the church that makes that 
request deserves the courtesy of a reply to let them 
know the disposition of that request.”

Continued from 21

SBC CANDIDATES

ROBIN HADAWAY

TOM ASCOL

BART BARBER



23MAY / JUNE 2022 Northwest Baptist Witness  

What is Critical Race Theory (CRT)? Is it 
manifesting in churches and the SBC? What 
should the SBC president do about it?

“So, all you have to know about CRT to be ready 
to walk away from it is that it proposes some ideas 
of what justice is that are at odds with the Judeo-
Christian idea of justice that’s been passed down 
into American jurisprudence.” Barber said, adding 
that he believes many Southern Baptists struggle to 
understand what it is.

“I don’t think we have to espouse secular ideologies 
just to be kind and welcoming to churches that are 
on the fringe in the Southern Baptist Convention,” 
he said. “I think we ought to work to try to build our 
fellowship stronger and stronger and to invite more 
and more people to come to be a part of this great 
family of churches. I think that’s the president’s role 
in helping to show the difference between CRT and 
just not being a jerk or just not caring about people 
who on the fringe, but trying to bring people in.”

In a follow up question, Ascol asked Barber if he 
thinks “that it’s possible that those folks who are 
saying, ‘No, we don’t believe in CRT,’ really don’t 
think they are, but could have well imbibed the ideas 
of CRT just as being a part of this culture where it is 
so preeminent?”

Barber pointed back to the need for a clear 
definition of CRT. “I think we ought to talk to each 
other in such a way that we’re only ready to start 
debating something when we can say what the 
other person’s viewpoint is so well that they say, 
‘Yes, that’s exactly what I believe.’ Then we’re ready 
to have those conversations. So it’s best, I think, to 
talk about the issues, issue by issue, before we’re 
just tossing labels around.”

Ascol spoke next and offered a definition of CRT.

“CRT is an offshoot of neo-Marxism, postmodernism 
and a theory that came out of a critical legal theory. 
And it basically says that all racial relationships 
should be viewed in terms of power dynamics and 
that some are inevitably oppressed and others are 
inevitably the oppressors.”

He said it is in opposition to biblical theology, 
“And so it takes the idea of sin partiality from the 
Bible and redefines it in ways that are completely 
unbiblical.”

Ascol also blamed the 2019 SBC Resolutions 
Committee for the discussion in current SBC life. 
“… [T]his wouldn’t even have been a conversation 
among us if the Resolutions Committee in 2019 
rewritten a resolution that was submitted to 
renounce critical race theory and intersectionality. 
They rewrote it to affirm critical race theory and 
intersectionality and then we were told, ‘No, they’re 
just good analytical tools.’ And that was a disaster 
for the SBC and it was tragic that it happened.”

Ascol alluded to three examples of SBC seminary 
professors who had spoken or written about CRT 
or LGBTQ issues in ways that he alleged were in 
violation of biblical doctrine.

“We have boundaries and the Baptist Faith 
and Message certainly points out our doctoral 
boundaries, but I do believe just like we saw in the 
Conservative Resurgence, there are a lot of people 
were saying, ‘Oh, we believe the Bible. We believe 
the Bible.’ They’re not thinking as rigorously as 
they need to be thinking about exactly what does 
the Bible say? And so that’s part of my concern 
with this. I’m grieved over what I see happening. I 
don’t, it’s not a matter of partisanship with me, it’s a 
matter of deep conviction that we must change the 
direction right now.”

Barber asked Ascol, “Haven’t all of those people 
come back and said, ‘Hey, that’s not really accurately 
representing what I think and what I believe’? “What 
are we supposed to do when other people ask for 
that right [to clarify their statements]?”

Ascol responded, “Well, and I would be delighted for 
that, but the clarifications have not clarified.”

Hadaway said, “Critical Race Theory does view 
everything by race. … CRT is the cultural problem 
of the day, but we have to be careful that we aren’t 
seen as unsympathetic to the problem of racism in 
the United States and everywhere in the world.”

A full video of the forum and profiles of detailed 
profile of each candidate are available at 
baptistpress.com.

By: Brandon Porter
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