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VIEWPOINT

BY RANDY ADAMS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

MINISTRY IN THE NORTHWEST ABOUNDS WITH GOOD NEWS

H

OW WOULD YOU LIKE SOME GOOD
NEWS? WE LIVE IN A TIME WHEN THERE’S
PLENTY OF NEED FOR SOME, SO YOU MIGHT
BENEFIT FROM KNOWING MORE ABOUT
THESE “EVENTS” TAKING PLACE ACROSS THE
NORTHWEST BAPTIST CONVENTION AND ITS
500-PLUS CHURCHES.
Northwest Baptists have 12 “Shepherd to
Shepherd” groups underway in 12 different
locations, with about 100 pastors participating.
These groups focus on pastoral soul care,
fellowship, and they are discussing various ways
to reach Northwesterners with the love of Jesus
Christ.
The largest “religious group” in the Northwest is
those who claim “no particular religion,” roughly 45
percent of the population. This is our local mission
field. Many of them want to believe in “something.”
Our task is to help them see that the “something”
they are looking for is “Someone” – Jesus. This is
what many of our pastors are discussing in these
Shepherd to Shepherd groups and other leadership
gatherings.
In 2021 we had more new church works begin
than any year in our history – 29 new churches are
underway. They worship in English, Spanish, Korean,
Swahili and Mandarin. That is good news and we
are looking for another strong year in 2022.
Something you might not know is that 150 of our
churches have fewer than 30 in weekend worship
services. Some of these smaller churches are quite
healthy. Others struggle greatly. One task of your
convention staff is helping these churches assess
how best to move forward in opportunities to share
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the Good News with more people in their respective
communities. Each church is unique. There is no
cookie-cutter approach to assisting churches.
But there are processes that can help a church
understand its options and prayerfully choose the
right path for them.
Here’s another piece of good news. With all of the
difficulty of the past two years, Northwest Baptists
have been remarkably faithful and generous in
their financial support of missions. Your support of
Northwest Missions and the Cooperative Program
exceeded our 2021 budget by $22,000 and
exceeded the previous year’s giving by $38,000, for
a total of $2,867,000.
In addition, you gave over $510,000 to international
missions through the Lottie Moon Christmas
Offering and over $240,000 to North American
missions through the Annie Armstrong Easter
Offering.
The Northwest Impact Mission Offering, which
supports mission work in Oregon, Washington and
north Idaho, totaled more than $149,000 for the
second straight year. The two recent Northwest
Impact offerings are the largest in our history. Good
news!
NWBC Staffing
I thought it might help for you to know who your
NWBC team is and where they live. These are
men and women who are available to assist your
church. Your pastor probably knows some of them,
and perhaps you do, too. Some are full-time, ten of
them are part-time or work on a contract basis. Also,
these are the towns in which they live, but most
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“Shepherd the flock of God among you …” (I Peter 5:2a) Take opportunity
throughout the year to pray for your pastor and for church leaders across the
Northwest who serve faithfully amid significant and unusual challenges in our times.
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FTER CONFERRING WITH THE
NORTHWEST BAPTIST CONVENTION
EXECUTIVE BOARD, NWBC LEADERS PLACED
$3 MILLION IN PROCEEDS FROM LAST YEAR’S
SALE OF THE NORTHWEST BAPTIST CENTER
LOCATED IN CENTRAL VANCOUVER, WA, AND
AN ADDITIONAL $1 MILLION IN GENERAL
FUND ASSETS WITH FISHER INVESTMENTS.
The NWBC Executive Board affirmed placing the
funds with the money management firm during a
meeting back in November just prior to the NWBC’s
annual meeting, discussing the relative risks of
allocating significant monies in the equities markets
alongside the firm’s long-term track record of
earnings.

stocks, giving us exposure to favorable conditions in
European and Asian companies,” he added.
During the November discussion with Executive
Board members, Brock said Fisher will filter the
companies for any of the NWBC’s ethical concerns.
“We won’t be investing in companies that don’t
reflect what we believe in or violate our ethics and
morals,” she said. “They have other investors who
request this, so this is not new for them,” added
Adams.
Board member Sam Mhlanga, pastor of Bread
of Life International Fellowship in Seattle asked
about the level of risk by investing so heavily in the
equities market.

Typically, the NWBC places investment monies
with the Northwest Baptist Foundation, but NWBC
executive director Randy Adams and business
manager Pamela Brock discussed merits of shifting
the strategy in this instance with Foundation
president Clint Overall and its chief financial officer
Jessica Adams to assess the best approach for
maximizing earnings from the sale of the 38,000square feet building.

“It’s not without risk,” Brock said, but added Fisher
Investments has a good record of performance,
exceeding the MSCI Global Index every year for the
past 25 years.

The group determined Fisher Investments “provides
us with our best opportunity” and that Fisher, which
actively trades stocks, is “the right move for the
NWBC at this time,” according to Adams.

Two years ago, Lifeway Christian Resources
eliminated about $65,000 in annual funds the
NWBC budgeted for church growth-related
ministries and collegiate ministry programs. And
last October, the North American
Mission Board eliminated annual
funding for NWBC staff and
development programs related to
church planting ministries. NAMB
has maintained funding for
church plants in the Northwest,
but now channels that money
through “sending churches”
rather than through the NWBC
budget. There are about 60
new churches in the Northwest
eligible for such funding.

Besides the assets now invested with Fisher, the
NWBC has approximately $2 million in fixed income
assets with the Foundation. With the investments
in equities through Fisher, the NWBC’s investment
portfolio is approximately 60/40, equities to fixed
income, according to Adams.
“(That’s) a good balance for an organization like
ours,” he noted, “The 60 percent in equities gives us
much more long-term growth potential than fixed
income. We are looking at 15-20 year horizon in
terms of how the money is invested.”
Adams said Fisher Investments advisors actively
trade in about 50-80 companies, with staff
performing about 5,000 hours of research weekly
into market conditions and individual companies.
The firm “purchases both domestic and international
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NWBC leaders suggested a stronger posture
regarding investments would allow income from
earnings to help offset recent reductions in
partnership monies from two Southern Baptist
Convention entities.

Currently, investment earnings
provide about 2 to 2.5 percent of
the NWBC budget.
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“We anticipate this (new) investment to provide
an additional 5 percent of our budget,” noted
Adams. “This means that 93 percent of the NWBC
budget will be provided by our churches, and about
7 percent will come from investments.
“Thus, while the investment income will be quite
helpful, the convention is heavily reliant on the
cooperative giving of our churches, which is as it
should be,” he added.
Fees at Fisher Investments are 1.25 percent for
the first $1 million and 1.125 for the next $4
million. It is 1.00 for amounts over $5 million. By
comparison, the Foundation’s rate for current
NWBC investments is 1.25 percent.

in which they are invested has no restrictions other
than what the Executive Board would place on
them.”
The Northwest Baptist Center and property that
sold last year was home to offices and meeting
rooms of the NWBC, the Foundation and the Pacific
Northwest Campus of Gateway Seminary. Currently,
the three entities operate in separate central
Vancouver locations, but will relocate together when
a new building is constructed on property a few
miles north of the former location.
Convention leaders expect the builder to break
ground for the project in April with building
occupancy expected by the end of this year.

Adams said in the arrangement with Fisher, or any
stock investments, the NWBC can “draw money
as we need it, or as market conditions make it
prudent. So if the stock market takes a dive, we can
sit on our investments until the market rebounds.”

B y C am e ron C rabtr e e

Adams and Brock noted the spouse of an NWBC
employee works at Fisher, but he will not be the
convention’s financial advisor on its investments.
“Moving forward, these investments would be part
of our report to the Executive Committee and our
Executive Board at each meeting,” Adams reported
to board members. “In the future, if we determine
to invest the money differently we can certainly do
that. These dollars are unrestricted, and the manner

ARD AFFIRMS
INVESTMENT
STRATEGY
SHIFT
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MID A SECOND YEAR OF HEIGHTENED
SOCIAL UNCERTAINTY IN THE UNITED
STATES AND THE ACCOMPANYING MINISTRY
CHALLENGES IN LOCAL CHURCHES,
NORTHWEST BAPTIST CONVENTION LEADERS
CREDITED NWBC PASTORS AND CHURCHES
FOR CONTINUED GENEROSITY AND
COMMITMENT TO MISSIONS ACROSS THE
NORTHWEST AND AROUND THE WORLD.
“With all that we have gone through in the past two
years, it’s the peace of God, and the hope of the
gospel, that have sustained us,” said Randy Adams,
NWBC executive director, in a January letter to the
convention’s church leaders. “Somehow, through us,
God has continued to bring people into relationship
with him.”

“These are very encouraging numbers,” said Pamela
Brock, the NWBC’s business manager.
The convention’s 2021 annual budget anticipated
$2,845,000 in Cooperative Program gifts. Of the
Cooperative Program gifts received, 20 percent
of the total is forwarded to the Southern Baptist
Convention Executive Committee for SBC-wide
mission causes. Another $100,000 in financial gifts
is forwarded directly to Gateway Seminary of the
SBC to support the work of the seminary’s Pacific
Northwest Campus in Vancouver, WA.
The Cooperative Program has been the historic,
unified method for funding numerous Southern
Baptist-related mission efforts in North America and
abroad. In recent years, however, a growing number
of NWBC churches have expressed interest in their
mission gifts supporting
mission efforts either
specifically in the Northwest.
Thus, Missions Northwest
was established as a funding
channel to enable those
churches to continue as
NWBC financial partners.

NWBC CHURCHES
SHOWS GENEROSITY,
FINANCIAL STRENGTH
AMID 2021 CHALLENGES
Preliminary financial records for 2021 show
missions giving from Northwest Baptist Conventionaffiliated churches through Missions Northwest
and the Cooperative Program -- the convention’s
primary channels for supporting missions and
evangelism efforts in the Northwest, across North
America and around the world -- surpassed the
previous year’s giving.
More than 340 of the convention’s 500-plus
churches gave more than $2,867,200 to support
NWBC missions and ministry causes through those
two channels by the end of 2021 – about $22,000
over the budget goal and up more than $38,000
from the previous year’s actual giving.
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Another handful of NWBC
churches have indicated –
at least for now – a desire
to make designations in
their Cooperative Program
missions giving to selected
SBC entities.

“We have a growing number of churches that are
choosing to designate mission’s giving, especially
at the national SBC level,” noted Adams. “We exist
to serve them and we want them to be a part of our
work in the Northwest. We will help them fund work
nationally and internationally, as God leads them.
Gifts to the NWBC’s Northwest Impact Mission
Offering totaled about $149,875. That was up just
slightly from more than $149,800 in 2020. Both
offerings surpassed their annual goals.
Typically collected by participating NWBC churches
each fall, the offering provides support funds for
various areas of NWBC work. Allocations from
the offering include church planting, Northwest
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Baptist Disaster Relief, collegiate ministries,
evangelism training, Vacation Bible Schools, ethnic
church development, pastoral leadership formation
ministries and the Oasis retreat for vocational
ministry staff.
Besides supporting mission endeavors through
the Cooperative Program and Missions Northwest,
Northwest Baptists provide financial support
through several other channels, most of them
showing either increases or strong, sustained
support in 2021.
NWBC churches forwarded $510,885 through
the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering, which helps
support the work of Southern Baptists’ global
efforts through the International Mission Board. The
2021 LMCO gifts from NWBC churches were up
from the 2020 gifts totaling more than $482,790.

L ot t i e M o o n C h r i s t m a s O f f e r i n g

N o r t h w e s t C o l l e g i at e M i n i s t r i e s

Another major SBC-related offering showed an
increase. Gifts from NWBC churches through the
Annie Armstrong Easter Offering, which helps fund
the North American Mission Board’s various church
planting and evangelism ministries, rose from
$174,035 in 2020 to $240,555 in 2021.
Funds designated for Global Hunger Relief totaled
$15,445, up from the previous year’s tally of almost
$14,620..

A n n i e A r m st r o n g E ast e r O f f e r i n g

In addition to those offering, Northwest Baptists
also contributed an additional $9,959 for Disaster
Relief ministries. That was down from $17,898
designated for those efforts the previous year.
Together, Northwest Baptists contributed almost
$3,794,000 to missions through the cooperative
means of the NWBC and the SBC, noted NWBC’s
Adams.
“This is a testimony to God’s provision and the
biblical stewardship of our churches and our
people. With all of the tough stuff we continue to
experience, God’s people are advancing his
mission,” he said.

I n t e r n at i o n a l M i s s i o n s

D i s ast e r R e l i e f

B y C am e ron C rabtr e e
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O HELP MEET NEEDS OF MINISTRY
COUPLES IN THE NORTHWEST, DON
AND CAROL REEVES -- WHO HAVE SERVED
NORTHWEST BAPTIST CHURCHES FOR
DECADES – LAUNCHED A MINISTRY
ENDEAVOR. IT’S A PLACE WHERE THEY CAN
HOST OTHER PASTORS AND THEIR SPOUSES
FOR A TIME OF RESPITE.

a great room for gatherings. But that
dream was snuffed out when forest fires
roared through the area and burned the
lodge on the day the Reeves were to sign
a purchase agreement.
Within six weeks of the loss of the first
property, the Reeves secured the Smokey
Ridge Getaway, in a rural setting with
beautiful views that include sightings of
bald eagles and deer in the back yard. This
self-contained “apartment” on the lower
level of the three-story home includes
a separate keyed entrance, living room,
sleeping area, private bath and kitchenette.
“We provide all bed, kitchen and bath linens,”
said Carol Reeves. “You can enjoy a variety
of books, games and puzzles, plus television
and Wi-Fi access. An electric fireplace
creates a cozy atmosphere and the outdoor
patio offers a beautiful view, fire pit and
covered conversation area.”

Dubbed the “Smokey Ridge Getaway” in Onalaska,
WA, the Reeves have created a place where
ministry leaders can temporarily escape the
challenges and stress of their busy lives to nurture
their souls and find rest with God.
“When I was pastor at Grant Avenue Baptist Church
(Corvallis, OR), I was able to take days away at the
coast to contemplate the vision and strategy for
the future of the church,” said Don Reeves. “But I
know that is not always financially feasible for all
pastors, so we wanted an economical, restful place
away from phones that could be used by those in
ministry.”

Each guest only needs to pack their own
food and personal items for their Smokey
Ridge stay. Pets are not allowed and the
space is only conducive for singles or couples,
not including children.
“We feel blessed by God to be where we are
and want to give back to others,” said Don
Reeves. “We both love to meet people and this is
a realization of a dream he placed in our hearts

The path to finding a perfect location for their
dream was a circuitous one.
Since retiring from full time ministry after serving
for 25 years as the Grant Avenue church’s pastor,
Don and his wife, Carol, thought they had found
the place of their dreams on the McKenzie
River in Oregon. The fishing lodge would have
accommodated up to four families at a time with
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and minds years ago as we looked forward to
retirement.
“We have experienced all the rewards and
challenges of ministry that our guests have gone
through,” he added. “We believe there is a real need
for retreat sites like this and we hope to bless many
of our fellow Christian workers by hosting them in
Onalaska.”

For more information or to make a reservation,
email smokeyridgegetaway@gmail.com with first
and second preferences for optimal dates and
length of stay.
B y S h e i la A lle n

The Reeves understand that finances can often be
a source of stress in the ministry and a possible
deterrent to planning time away, so they do
not charge anything for short-term stays up to
three days. If financially possible for guests, they
will accept reimbursement for operating costs,
especially for longer stays, which will provide the
getaway for as many guests as possible, particularly
those with financial constraints.
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SMOKEY RIDGE
GETAWAY LAUNCHED
FOR MINISTRY STAFF
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CENTRAL OREGON
BECKONS OASIS
PARTICIPANTS
"BE MY ROCK OF SAFETY
WHERE I CAN ALWAYS
HIDE. GIVE THE
ORDER TO SAVE
ME, FOR YOU ARE
MY ROCK AND MY
FORTRESS."
PSALM 71:3

REGISTER TODAY
NWBAPTIST.LIFE
10
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ITH AN EXTRAORDINARY SETTING
FEATURING WIDE-OPEN SPACES AND
STUNNING VISTAS, THE NORTHWEST BAPTIST
CONVENTION PLANS TO RELOCATE ITS
BIENNIAL OASIS RETREAT FOR 2022 FROM
THE TYPICAL OREGON COAST LOCATION TO
A POPULAR CENTRAL OREGON RECREATION
AREA.
Slated for vocational ministry staff, Sunriver, OR,
offers an ideal place to explore and experience
the beauty of the natural environment. With
over 40 miles of paved trails, participants can
bike along the Deschutes River, play tennis or
explore Sunriver on a horseback adventure.
Scheduled for May 16-18, 2022, the
gathering for Northwest Baptist leaders
will feature author Gary Thomas as the
keynote speaker. He speaks at conferences
regular and has written multiple books. He
currently is on the teaching team and is
a writer-in-residence at Second Baptist
Church in Houston, TX.
NWBC executive director Randy Adams
will join Thomas speaking at the event.
Couples may secure their reservation
at nwbaptist.life at a cost of $175
per couple or $150 for single
accommodations.

amenities for enjoyment such as walking trails,
swimming pools, golf and bicycle rentals.”
As always, the Northwest Baptist Convention
subsidizes the cost of the retreat, making it more
affordable for all. With an anticipated capacity
crowd, early registration would be advisable for
those planning to attend.
The next scheduled Oasis is planned for May 2024.
For more information, email Kristen@nwbaptist.org.
B y S h e i la A lle n

“If you are a vocational pastor
looking for a great time of
relaxation, encouragement and
inspiration, you will not want to
miss Oasis 2022,” said Joe Flegal,
NWBC evangelism and church
health director. “Gary Thomas is
from the Northwest and has a
passion for helping people grow
close to Christ and others.
“In addition to hearing from
Gary, participants will have
opportunities for great
worship led by Northwest
leaders, connecting with
others and relaxing,” Flegal
said. “The resort has many
JANUARY / FEBRUARY 2022 Northwest Baptist Witness
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PERSEVERANCE MARK
GOD SPACE - DOUG POLLACK

N

ORTHWEST BAPTIST CONVENTION
CHURCHES DEMONSTRATED FAITH AND
PERSEVERANCE IN CONTINUED MINISTRY
IN THE FACE OF MULTIPLE CHALLENGES
THROUGHOUT 2021.
Regional NWBC catalysts encouraged and
assisted pastors and churches in their work
of making disciples for Christ. These catalysts
included Chong Kim, David Gass, Lance Caddel,
Bruce Sloan, Dwight Huffman and Ken Staton.
Stepping into Dwight Huffman’s position after
his recent retirement was Kent Staton. Following
Bruce Sloan’s retirement at the end of 2021, for
Oregon pastor Rob Walker joined the staff to assist
churches in the areas of evangelism, church health
and church planting.
Multiple efforts provided churches with resources
in their continued quest to meet the spiritual needs
of communities throughout the Northwest. These
included financial provisions to help employ a Bless
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BLESS EVERY HOME

SHEPHERD TO SH

Every Home prayer and evangelism vehicle for
NWBC-related churches. That program enables
churches to engage members in praying for their
neighbors, identifying newcomers and access
detailed demographic information about their
communities.
A multimedia evangelism resource was provided
at no cost to churches that desired a way to
train members in sharing their faith in natural
conversations through God Space. A workshop
entitled Leading from the Pulpit equipped
participants to develop sermons that have “high
impact.”
Almost 200 pastors, spouses and church leaders
shared time at Oasis, a biennial retreat at Seaside,
OR, designed to refresh and encourage ministry
leaders. Leaders included Richard Blackaby, Randy
Adams and worship leaders Tiffany and Aaron
Zavala and Gary Mink.
Due to a pandemic-related delay, Oasis will occur
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ARKS 2021 MINISTRY

ERD TO SHEPHERD

EQUIP WORSHIP PIPELINE

NWBC KIDS

once again in May, moving to a new location at the
Sunriver Resort in central Oregon.
Shepherd to Shepherd teams abounded throughout
the Northwest in 2021 with 120 pastors and
leaders involved in one of 12 groups designed to
provide encouragement, support and training. A
new semester of Shepherd to Shepherd began
in January, with another dozen sites available for
interested pastors and ministry leaders. From
Burlington, WA, in the north to Medford, OR in the
south to Spokane, WA to the east, participants
will focus on reaching people for Christ in a postpandemic, post-modern world.
The sessions are aimed at leaders developing solid
evangelism strategies that meet the spiritual needs
of the people in their respective communities.
The Worship Leader Pipeline has been established
by Aaron and Tiffany Zavala to multiply worship
ministry throughout the Northwest. The online
training for leaders who want to grow in skill,

leadership and heart has the first of a fivecomponent course focusing now available, with
several more in development for 2022.
Childhood ministry leaders made a huge pivot
the last two years to every creative method they
could imagine in restrictive Covid-19 environments.
Churches began reopening children’s ministry
with discipleship classes and VBS-type events.
The NWBC VBS team and associational teams
provided inspiration for churches hosting Lifeway’s
VBS material and also included non-theme training.
Leaders also served together at the annual church
planters retreat.
As churches move through 2022, NWBC children’s
ministry leaders will bring renewed emphasis on
evangelism and discipleship for children through
a VBS workshop March 11-12 and CM52, a
kid’s ministry conference that seeks to provide
training and encouragement for volunteer and paid
children’s workers in any size church.
B y S h e i la A lle n
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PASTORS FACE
STAGGERING
NEEDS
P

ASTORS FACE UNIQUE DIFFICULTIES
IN THEIR WORK, BUT THEY’RE MOST
CONCERNED ABOUT SEEING CHURCHGOERS
GROW SPIRITUALLY AND MAKING
CONNECTIONS WITH THOSE OUTSIDE OF
THEIR CHURCHES.

14
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After speaking directly with pastors to gather
their perspectives on their ministry and personal
challenges, Lifeway Research surveyed 1,000
U.S. pastors to discover what they see as pressing
issues.
“The pre-existing challenges of ministry were
amplified by COVID, and it’s important we lean in
and listen closely to pastors,” said Ben Mandrell,
president of Lifeway Christian Resources.
Scott McConnell, executive director of Lifeway
Research, said his team began the study by talking
with more than 400 pastors, asking them to think
beyond the current pandemic-related struggles and
share some of the enduring needs of pastors and
their churches.
“Based on those responses, 1,000 pastors were
asked about almost four dozen needs to measure
the extent to which each is something they need to
address today,” noted McConnell.
Of the 44 needs identified by pastors and included
in the study, 17 were selected by a majority as an
issue they need to address.
Developing leaders and volunteers: 77%. Fostering
connections with unchurched people: 76%. People’s apathy
or lack of commitment: 75%. Consistency in personal prayer:
72%. Friendships and fellowship with others: 69%. Training
current leaders and volunteers: 68%. Consistency of Bible
reading not related to sermon or teaching preparation: 68%.
Trusting God: 66%. Relationships with other pastors: 64%

Single greatest need
When asked to narrow down their list to the single
greatest need requiring their attention, pastors’
responses varied. At least one pastor surveyed
picked each of the 44 possible needs, while 23
needs garnered at least 2% of pastors. Eight needs
were chosen by more than 3% of pastors, and one
reached double digits.
People’s apathy or lack of commitment: 10%.Personal disciple
making: 9%. Fostering connections with unchurched people:
8%. Developing leaders and volunteers: 7%.Establishing
a compelling vision: 5%. Technology: 4%. Consistency in
personal prayer: 4%. Consistency exercising: 4%

“When asked to prioritize their own greatest need,
pastors tend to put the needs of their church’s
ministry ahead of personal needs,” McConnell said.
“Personally making disciples, developing leaders,
connecting with those outside the church and
mobilizing the people in their church are the most
common ‘greatest needs’ and are among the most
common needs pastors want to make a priority.”
Pastoral Help
When thinking about getting help with their needs,
pastors want to hear from their fellow clergy who
have been through similar struggles.

Consistency in taking a Sabbath: 64%.
Stress: 63 %. Personal disciple making: 63%. Confessing and
repenting from personal sin: 61%. Consistency exercising:
59%. Avoiding overcommitment and over-work: 55%.
Challenging people where they lack obedience: 55%. Time
management: 51%

“The number and breadth of needs pastors are
currently facing is staggering,” McConnell said. “All
seven spiritual needs asked about on the survey
are a current concern for most pastors, as well as
practical, mental, self-care, skill-development and
needs around ministry difficulties. Clearly pastors
are not looking for shortcuts and are taking their
roles as spiritual leaders in their church seriously.”

categories. Subsequent releases in Lifeway
Research’s 2022 Greatest Needs of Pastors study
will explore each of the categories and the related
needs specifically.

Three in 4 U.S. pastors (75%) say they would be
interested in getting advice or guidance on the
issues they are facing from other pastors who
have already been through those problems. Similar
numbers (74%) would like to hear from those who
understand churches like theirs.
Another 70% would listen to other pastors who
are currently facing the same needs. Slightly fewer
(57%) want to hear from experts on those types
of needs. Older pastors are the least likely to say
they’d like advice from any of those sources.
C onti n u e d

on
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The 44 identified needs fall into seven broader
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NWBC SEES
CHURCH
PLANTING
GROWTH
O

VER THE COURSE OF A LITTLE MORE
THAN A YEAR, FROM FALL OF 2020
THROUGH THE END OF 2021, PASTORS
AND MINISTRY LEADERS ACROSS THE
NORTHWEST BAPTIST CONVENTION STARTED
ALMOST 30 CHURCHES. AN EMPHASIS
ON STARTING NEW CONGREGATIONS WAS
HIGHLIGHTED DURING THE NWBC’S RECENT
ANNUAL MEETING.

Region 1 | Stilly Valley Church

In light of the coronavirus pandemic affecting public
activities and churches in the Northwest, the NWBC
church planting team focused primarily on caring
for the well-being of the church planters. “Because
of the increased Soul Care emphasis, we expected
fewer church plants to emerge in the past year,” said
Gary Irby, the NWBC’s church planting director.”
However, God had other plans.”

from scratch during a pandemic seems even
more difficult. We praise God emphatically for his
blessings (and) also celebrate the church planters
and their families, the partners, and our church
planting team who have served in such amazing
ways through this season.”
Currently, about 60 churches comprise what the
convention calls “church plants.” The congregations
are in the formative stage of establishing
themselves in various communities across Oregon,
Washing and north Idaho. About 500 churches
comprise the NWBC, which formed in the late
1940s with 15 churches.
“(Our) commitment to church planting has never
been higher,” Irby emphasized. “This commitment
is not only demonstrated by the large number of
new congregations, but by the significant NWBC
financial resources being committed to this mission.”
Unlike many state Baptist conventions across the
western United States, the NWBC has been able to
maintain a full church planting-focused staff team –
now funded fully by NWBC churches through their
generous missions giving -- to assist in recruitment,
training and encouragement of church planters and
partner churches.
In prior years, funding for the NWBC’s church
planting efforts were jointly funded by the North
American Mission Board of the Southern Baptist
Convention. Beginning this year, NAMB funds
its own church planting work in the Northwest
separately from the NWBC staff or initiatives and
works directly with individual church plants.
Nonetheless, “the NWBC and its churches are
stepping up their commitment to support church
plants and planters,” said Irby. He noted several
specifics: $60,000 in NWBC budget funds to
support church planters and plants, another

The 29 new congregations – new churches,
“replants” and additional campuses of existing
churches – represented five language groups and
multiple affinity groups, according to Irby. “God really
does give the increase,” he said.
“Leading a church during Covid is an incredibly
difficult challenge,” Irby noted. “Starting a church

Region 2 | Chehalis Valley Fellowship
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$100,000 of non-budgeted church planting funds
from “Mission Northwest” gifts and investment
funds and access to a portion of $100,000 in grant
requests from NAMB for this year. via agreements
with the NWBC Evangelism & Church Health office.
NWBC church planting leaders encouraged
Northwest Baptists to pray for the new
congregations. “Many are wrestling with decisions
about whether to continue. Covid has taken its toll.
They need your prayers, our continued support, and
most of all, God’s presence and leading.”
In Region 1 -- around the Seattle metro area
and up to the Canadian border -- are Seattle
Overflowing Church, Lynnwood; Puyallup Korean

Resonate Church, Corvallis, OR; Point of Encounter,
Woodburn, OR.

Region 4 | Resonate - Corvallis

In Region 5 – comprising central/eastern
Washington and north Idaho – newer congregations
include Emmanuel Baptist Church (three Hispanic
plants) in Pasco, Yakima, & Pullman; Abide Church,
Pasco; Resonate Church, Spokane.
The NWBC church planting team organized
numerous events over the last year to encourage
church planters and further church planting efforts.

Region 3 | Go Church - Ridgefield

Baptist Church; Christ Redeemed Church, Tacoma;
Table of Hope Community Church, Puyallup; Farm
& Family Missions Church, Bow; Bless the Chinese
Baptist Church, Issaquah; Stilly Valley Church,
Stanwood; Neema Community Church, Everett;
Hispanic congregation yet to be named, Bellingham;
Resonate Church, Seattle; Hispanic congregation
yet to be named, Lummi; Impact Multiplied, Mt.
Vernon and Burlington; C4 Cowboy Church,
Puyallup.
A replant in Region 2 – around Washington’s
Olympic Peninsula – is Chehalis Valley Fellowship,
Elma.

The annual church planting retreat in April drew
more than 200 participants, with a focus on soul
care. The team also hosted two “soul care tours” in
multiple locations across the Northwest, one in the
spring with Joe Chambers and Jeremy Frye as the
featured presenters and one in the fall with Greg
Pickering leading the experiences.
Irby noted the continuing importance of the
NWBC’s formal partnership with churches affiliated
with the Baptist General Convention of Texas.
Churches in the network are slated to participate
in multiple vision tours this year. Texas Baptists
are also creating a series of promotional videos
featuring some NWBC church plants to help secure
additional funding and local church partners.
adapte d for th e witn ess

Among new congregations in Region 3 – the
Portland metro area and parts of southwest
Washington – are El Buen Pastor, Vancouver, WA;
Makers Church NW, Vancouver; Go Church PDX,
Portland; Point of Encounter Portland, Hillsboro, OR.
In Region 4 – the larger portion of Oregon
outside the Portland area – newer and replanted
congregations include First Baptist Church, Toledo,
OR; Freedom Hill Baptist Church, Sweet Home, OR;

Region 5 | Abide Church
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HISTORICAL
SOCIETY
RECOGNIZES
JEFF & ANN IORG
Editor’s Note: The Northwest Baptist Historical Society
presented its 2021 Heritage Award to Jeff and Ann
Iorg during the Northwest Baptist Convention’s
annual meeting last November. The award is given
to individuals or couples who made substantial
contribution to ministry in the Northwest. Following is
the Society’s abridged presentation of their story:

J

EFF AND ANN IORG SHARE A STORIED
JOURNEY FROM CHILDHOOD TO LEADERS
MAKING A DIFFERENCE FOR THE CAUSE OF
CHRIST.
Jeff Iorg was born in Georgia, but his mother picked
him up on his third birthday and fled for her life to
Texas. Iorg, the son of a violent alcoholic, became a
transplanted Texan when they began their life over
in Abilene. Unfortunately, another troubled marriage
meant Jeff grew up in alcoholic chaos learning
more about car racing and country music than
spiritual matters.
As he entered middle school, Jeff’s mother wanted
him to have some religious training, so she sent him
to Sunday school at a local Baptist church. While
attending a regional fair some months later, Jeff
found himself at a booth sponsored by the same
church polling people about current affairs and
spiritual interests. As Jeff stepped up to the booth,
one of the men, who became a lifelong mentor,
recognized Jeff and led him through the survey. Jeff
agreed to hear more about the gospel and at the
fair booth committed his life to Jesus.
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For the next ten years, that church shaped Jeff as
a man and ministry leader and helped him grow
in stages of convert, disciple, intern and then
associate pastor.
Meanwhile, Ann Cope lived 180 miles west in
Midland, TX, in a Christian family, but suffered the
tragic loss of her father to a heart attack when
she was 12. From early in her Christian life, Ann
sensed God’s direction toward ministry leadership
and later moved to Hardin Simmons University to
prepare. At the school, Jeff and Ann met and later
married. In 1980 they moved to Kansas City, MO,
to continue their ministry training at Midwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary.
While pastor at Green Valley Baptist Church in St.
Joseph, God used the church to prepare Jeff and
Ann for ministry in the western U.S. Jeff completed
two seminary degrees, including a doctor of
ministry focused on evangelism from Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary. Jeff and Ann also
added three children to their family – Casey,
Melody and Caleb.
With three preschool children, the Iorg family
answered God’s call to start Greater Gresham
(OR) Baptist Church (now Pathway Church). For
many reasons, they felt this would be their life’s
work, fulfilling Ann’s love for missions and allowing
Jeff the opportunity to plant and pastor a church
for an extended tenure. The church grew and their
ministry footprint expanded as Jeff began speaking,
teaching and writing for a larger audience. He also
became a regular adjunct professor at the Pacific
Northwest Campus of Gateway Seminary.
In 1994, two streams flowed together to redirect
the Iorgs’ ministry future – a cancer diagnosis
which had a profound spiritual impact on Jeff and
a nomination to become executive director of the
Northwest Baptist Convention. Jeff and Ann came
to a crisis of faith as a result of Jeff’s singular
calling to be a pastor while Ann never desired a
public ministry platform. Ultimately, they agreed
God was calling them to a new role and identity,
leaving pastoral ministry and devoting their lives to
developing leaders while facilitating ministry through
others.
Over the next 10 years the convention changed in
many ways. A new generation of leaders emerged
around a younger leader they identified with and
followed. Two significant changes occurred, with a
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purposeful shifting from a top-down denominational
structure to field-based ministry strategy and
relocating the NWBC, along with the Northwest
Baptist Foundation and Pacific Northwest Campus
to a new facility in Vancouver, WA.
In 2004, Jeff’s involvement took on new dimensions
when Gateway’s board of trustees invited Jeff to
become the seventh president in the seminary’s
history. This change required Ann to step into a
more public role while two children relocated during
high school. Jeff has been president of Gateway
Seminary for 17 years, which has allowed him to
lead in raising significant funds, establish a fully
online degree program and lead in relocating the
seminary from Mill Valley, CA, 400 miles south
to Ontario, CA, without disruption of service or
decrease in enrollment, and an additional $40
million was added to the institution’s endowment.
The Iorges continue to serve Gateway Seminary
and the larger Southern Baptist network through
a global speaking ministry, weekly podcast, online
publishing and the publication of several books. Ann
has grown into a more public speaker and in 2016
received the Willie Dawson Award as outstanding

Mike Kuykendall, Ann Iorg, Jeff Iorg

minister’s wife in the Southern Baptist Convention.
While they're glad for all God has brought them
through, their greatest joy is their three children
who faithfully follow Jesus – along with five
grandchildren. With a journey started broken by
alcohol and marred by death, God’s grace and favor
has provided a generational change for a family
known for loving Jesus, sharing the gospel and
making a kingdom impact.
B y M i ke K uyke n dall
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Cooperative Program & Missions NW Giving
... partnering with more than 47,000 churches to make Christ known at home, across the nation, and around the world.

Region 4 | J-D 21

Region 1 | J-D 21
Bellevue=Awakening
Bellevue=Leaven Church
Bellevue=Well Commun
Bellevue-Lake Hills
Bellingham=Living Word
Bellingham-Crossroads
Blk Diamond-Chap Wood
Bothell/Living Spring
Bothell-CrossPointe
Bothell-Queensgate
Bothell-Seattle Bridge
Bow-Cross Cntry
Bow-Farm & Family
Burlington-Calvary
Camano Isld=Restoration
Clear Lake-FBC
Darrington-Mt View
Des Moines=The Mountain
Edmonds-North Seattle
Edmonds-One In Christ
Edmonds-Rock of Hope
Enumclaw-FBC
Everett=Journey
Everett-Bethlehem Korean
Everett-Pinehurst
Everett-S Everett Comm
Everett-Silver Lake
Fed Way=First Ukranian
Fed Way=Lifeway
Fed Way-Bethel
Fed Way-Christ Church
Fed Way-Cross Life
Fed Way-FBC
Fed Way-Good Neighbor
Fed Way-Korean-Amer
Fed Way-Nine Lakes
Fed Way-Word of Truth
Hamilton-FBC
Issaquah=Summit

9,164
3,000
6,500
5,971
1,100
1,400
8,252
1,749
14,867
2,250
4,797
5,426
134
3,960
6,764
1,800
9,400
4,373
100
600
10,765
3,000
8,464
100
12,653
4,800
1,614
1,200
3,600
1,800
450
1,200
1,686
2,020
5,600
1,929
1,000
11,818
31,782

Issaquah-Foothills
20,238
Issaquah-Love Tree Church
600
Kent=Sequoia
7,335
Kent=Turningpoint
16,578
Kent-Bread of Life
490
Kent-Chin-Burmese
1,000
Kent-International Christian
400
Lake Stevens-Lake Country 6,000
Lakewood-Emmaus
700
Lakewood-FBC
64,032
Lakewood-Good Shepherd
240
Lakewood-Kaleo Com
79
Lakewood-Lakewood Miss
100
Lakewood-Trinity
1,200
Lynnwood=Healing
180
Lynnwood-EagleWing
1,213
Lynnwood-Global Mission
600
Lynnwood-Japanese
1,195
Lynnwood-Meadowdale Com 300
Maple Falls-Mt. Baker
748
Maple Valley-Hope
50,684
Marysville-Emmanuel
5,343
Monroe=FBC
10,673
Mount Vernon-Christian
4,276
Mount Vernon-Trinity
7,813
Oak Harbor-Christian Fellow 600
Oak Harbor-Southern
7,179
Puyallup-High Pointe
33,673
Puyallup-South Hill
3,792
Puyallup-Sunrise
33,166
Redmond-FBC Rose Hill
1,125
Redmond-Korean Hope
500
Redmond-Meadowbrook 56,794
Renton=Trinity
6,250
Renton-Agape
3,500
Renton-Church of Beloved 2,000
Renton-Iglesia Vida
2,600
Renton-Sunset
17,889
Saesoon Baptist Church
260

Sammamish=21st Century 1,608
Seattle=Chinese Southern 39,835
Seattle=Discovery
2,078
Seattle=Dwelling Place
9,615
Seattle=Gracepoint
600
Seattle=Roots Community 12,611
Seattle=The Hallows
12,000
Seattle-CityLight Ministries
550
Seattle-Epic Life
5,682
Seattle-Eternal Joy
838
Seattle-FBC Beverly Pk
4,440
Seattle-First Love
2,060
Seattle-Living Water Chin
2,494
Seattle-New Covenant
250
Seattle-Thien An
3,600
Seattle-True Light
500
Sedro Woolley-Skagit
1,200
Sedro Woolley-Valley
6,803
Snohomish=Bridge
550
Sultan-FBC
1,235
Sultan-Lighthouse
3,931
Table Of Hope
1,977
Tacoma=Soundside
8,761
Tacoma=The Pathway
5,800
Tacoma-E.Tacoma Christian
225
Tacoma-Filipino Inter
1,375
Tacoma-Good News
2,400
Tacoma-Highland Hill
5,832
Tacoma-Japanese Intl
8,163
Tacoma-New Beginnings
154
Tacoma-New Hope
260
Tacoma-Tacoma FBC
65,000
Tacoma-VMCM
330
Yelm-First
7,100
Yelm-Ignite Church
2,105

Long Beach-Anchor
Longview-Beacon Hill
Longview-FBC
Longview-Highlands
Longview-Valley
Longview=Robert Gray
Ocean Shores-Faith Com
Olympia-McKenzie Road
Port Angeles-Hillcrest
Port Hadlock-Oak Bay
Port Orchard-FBC
Port Orchard=Evergreen

100
455
71,244
2,403
27,923
9,570
5,936
32,442
5,796
1,160
10,843
1,821

Port Townsend-San Juan
15,503
Rainier-Delena
1,009
Randle-Reconciled
5,819
Scappoose-Creekside
4,464
Sequim-FBC
15,366
Silverdale-Clear Creek
3,076
Silverdale-Kitsap Christian
1,050
Toledo=FBC
20,116
Vaughn-Key Peninsula
1,100

Prtld=Flavel Street
600
Prtld=Kaleo Communities
500
Prtld=Mien Fellowship
700
Prtld-Antioch Christian
2,000
Prtld-East Bridge
1,396
Prtld-Garden Church
9,578
Prtld-Hope International
8,937
Prtld-Mill Park
8,606
Prtld-New Life Intnl
1,200
Prtld-Peninsula
450
Prtld-Rejoice
2,414
Prtld-Sojourn Community
883
Prtld-Solid Rock
7,423
Prtld-The Common
922
Prtld-Woodstock Com
3,000
Prtld-Zomi Bethel
4,300
Prtld-Zomi Comm Mission
707
Ptld-OneHope
2,386
Ridgefield-GO
20,318
Rufus-Bapt Ch at Rufus
3,326
The Dalles-Emmanuel
5,127
Tigard-Hall Blvd
16,552
Tigard-Japanese Intnl
2,400
Tillamook-Life Change
8,185
Vancouver=Family Network
935

Vancouver=Grace
4,385
Vancouver=River City
1,633
Vancouver=Ukrainian
600
Vancouver-Arabic
470
Vancouver-CrossPointe
28,772
Vancouver-Evergreen
6,308
Vancouver-Gathering Place 2,050
Vancouver-Gtr Faith MBC
415
Vancouver-Iglesia Belen
446
Vancouver-Korean
200
Vancouver-Project Truth
1,800
Vancouver-Revival
2,000
Vancouver-Song of Hope
300
Vancouver-Trinity
2,500
Vancouver-Vietnamese
640
Vancouver-Vietnamese Heart 1,185
Wilsonville-Creekside
8,342

Total:

790,395

Region 2 | J-D 21
Bremerton-Sonshine
Bremerton=Kitsap Lake
Castle Rock-FBC
Centralia-Alder Street
Chehalis-Dayspring
Dryad-Community
Elma-Bethany
Forks-FBC
Kalama-Kalama
Kelso-East Kelso
Lacey-FBC
Lacey-New Zion

4,432
11,280
8,791
1,000
13,804
1,188
3,628
14,626
16,975
2,053
15,488
1,350

Total:

331,811

Region 3 | J-D 21
Beavercrk-NW Contexture
Beaverton-FBC
Beaverton-Global
Beaverton-Iglesia Bautista
Beaverton-New Creation
Beaverton-Trinity Ch & Min
Bethany-Redeeming Grace
Bingen-FBC
Boring-Iglesia Vida Nueva
Clackamas-Trinity
Estacada-Clackamas Vly
Forest Grove-The Crossing
Goldendale-Columbus Av
Gresham-Pathway
Gresham-Punto de Gracia
Hillsboro-New Life
Hood River-Tucker Road
Klickitat-Klickitat Valley
La Center - Go Iglesia
Lake Oswego-Lake Bible
McMinnville-Grace
McMinnville-Valley
Newberg-Chehalem Vly
Odell-FBC
Portland-Korean FBC
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3,033
9,647
600
6,284
1,549
257
200
1,425
2,683
8,894
3,034
1,213
21,472
75,358
330
5,217
4,087
1,393
1,500
1,100
10,079
18,682
30,160
1,844
1,000

Total:
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385,930

Albany-Calvary
Albany-Knox Butte
Albany-Nueva Esperanza
Bend=River Woods
Bend-Summit Community
Corvallis-Branch
Corvallis-Grant Avenue
Corvallis-Pioneer Church
Cottage Grove-Calvary
Cottage Grove-Hope
Creswell-New Hope
Crooked River - Twin Rivers
Dexter=Dexter Baptist
Dorris-FBC
Eugene=Harvest Comm
Eugene-Fairfield
Eugene-Japanese
Eugene-Riviera
Florence=FBC
Glendale-Glendale
Grants Pass-Solid Rock
K Falls-Ch on Homedale
Keizer-Cristiana Renuevo
La Pine-Whispering Pines
Lakeview-Trinity
Lebanon-Iglesia Biblica Intl
Lebanon-Trinity
Lincoln City-Pacific
Madras-FBC
Medford-Living Hope
Medford-Lozier Lane

1,561
200
1,027
330
1,377
3,231
26,047
6,031
5,224
167
36,135
3,559
5,089
500
4,000
30,326
215
9,524
2,950
1,898
3,898
20,864
4,266
815
3,493
460
2,051
1,998
5,688
4,939
3,101

Medford-New Horizon
2,776
Monmouth-Cultivate
5,445
Newport-Calvary
2,481
North Bend-FBC
2,200
Phoenix-FBC
2,658
Prineville-Calvary
8,626
Prospect-Prospect
939
Redmond-Highland
155,473
Reedsport-Highlands
3,169
Rogue River=Grace
10,610
Roseburg-Vine Street
14,746
Salem-Capital
26,106
Salem-Living Water
1,096
Siletz-Sacred Ground
1,942
Springfield-East Side
10,916
Springfield-Trinity
7,466
Sweet Home=Freedom
3,098
Terrebonne-Smith Rock
7,540
Toledo=FBC
1,122
Waldport-FBC
3,000
Warm Springs-Warm Sprgs 2,210
White City-Trinity
1,000
Winston-Community
9,207
Yachats-Yachats
750
Total:

475,539

Region 5 | J-D 21
Airway Hts-Airway Hts
17,394
Airway Hts-Spokane Rock
800
Benton City-FBC
3,668
Boardman-FBC
1,025
Brewster-Calvary
1,800
Burbank-Trinity
3,714
Cashmere=Evergreen
7,688
Cheney-Fellowship
6,076
Clarkston-SonRise
6,302
Coeur d'Alene-Pathway
9,400
Dayton=Faith Chapel
850
Deer Park-FBC
1,751
E Wenatchee-Eastmont
50,417
Ellensburg-Chestnut St
28,692
Greenacres-Greenacres
1,450
Harrison-Community
7,800
Heppner-Willow Creek
7,410
Hermiston-Grace
1,879
Hermiston-New Beginnings 1,053
Kellogg-FBC
2,844
Kennewick=Hillview
10,235
Kennewick-Crossview
2,400
Kennewick-Finley First
2,600
Kennewick-Kennewick
118,066
Kennewick-Quinault
1,034
Kennewick-Sola
3,291
La Grande-The Way
2,711
La Grande-Trinity
795
Leavenworth-FBC
18,787
Lewiston-Orchards
9,707
Lewiston-Tammany
34,461
Mead-Crossover
650
Moscow-Trinity
3,000
Moses Lake-Emmanuel
2,835
Newport=Newport So
9,619
Oakesdale-FBC
1,533
Otis Orchards-Starr Rd
1,100
Pasco - Hope Fellowship
4,800
Pasco-Iglesia Bautista
60
Pasco-International
509

Pendleton-Pendleton
1,686
Pilot Rock-Life Church
7,462
Prosser-Calvary
1,180
Pullman-Emmanuel
44,806
Pullman-Grace and Glory
600
Pullman-Resonate
20,089
Quincy-Iglesia Nueva Vida
70
Rathdrum-New Beg
5,480
Rice-Victory
2,769
Richland=Lighthouse
2,750
Richland-Reata Sprgs
11,000
Richland-Richland
236,153
Spirit Lake-Spirit Lake
7,299
Spokane Valley-Dishman
10,303
Spokane Valley-East Valley 4,856
Spokane Valley-The Rock
7,277
Spokane Valley-Valleypt
10,776
Spokane-Crestline
2,770
Spokane-Driscoll Blvd
14,170
Spokane-North Addison
7,639
Spokane-Springhill Bible
2,600
Spokane-Windsor
4,398
St Maries-College Ave
1,922
Union Gap-FBC
2,511
W Richland-Grace&Truth
7,124
W Richland-Reliance
12,839
Walla Walla-Blue Mt
6,512
Walla Walla-Kairos
1,948
Wapato-FBC
3,913
Warden-First
250
Yakima-Terrace Hghts
5,622
Yakima-The Cross
946
Yakima-The River
5,460
Zillah-Mtn View
4,432

Total:
849,816
		

January through December Budget vs Actual Comparison
Budget
Actual
Variance
2,845,000
2,866,722
21,722
Report only includes churches that have contributed through the
Northwest Baptist Convention January 2022. A full report of all
NWBC churches is available at www.gonbw.org/cp

C onti n u e d
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PASTORS FACE STAGGERING NEEDS

2

work across a large area or even our entire region:
Ivan Montenegro, Lynden, WA; Gary Irby, Bothell,
WA; Natalie Hammond, Bothell, WA; Tim Howe,
Federal Way, WA; Chong Kim, Bellevue, WA; David
Gass, Puyallup, WA; Gary Floyd, Winlock, WA; Phil
Peters, Longview WA; Lance Caddel, Longview, WA;
Wes Hughes, Vancouver, WA; Rob Walker, Creswell,
OR; Ken Harmon, West Linn, OR; Nancy Hall,
Tigard, OR; Kent Staton, Kennewick, WA; Lance
Logue, Gresham, OR.
In addition to these who office remotely, in the
Vancouver WA, office we have Joe Flegal, Cameron
Crabtree, Pamela Brock, Kristen Johnson, Ken
Houston, Sheila Allen, Zack Gregor, Brian Yaw,
Dondi Harmon, Leigh Ann Stark, Heather Malm,
Lawrence Tapia, and Denise Harvey.
While much of the news focuses on “tough stuff,”
God is at work. He’s at work in your life, your church,
and through our network of churches. It is always a
good day to serve the Lord, and it is certainly good
to serve Him in the Northwest!

C onti n u e d

from
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“The most monumental needs of pastors are not
new to this generation of pastors,” McConnell said.
“They know other pastors and pastors who have
gone before them are best positioned to understand
and help them with the wide variety of ministry and
personal needs a pastor faces.”
Still, previous Lifeway Research shows not all
pastors are actively seeking out advice from their
fellow clergy. More than 8 in 10 U.S. Protestant
pastors say they feel supported by other pastors in
their area. Fewer than half (46 %), however, know
and spend time with 10 or more other local pastors,
according to a 2020 Lifeway Research survey.
Most pastors (54 %) have those relationships with
fewer than 10 other area clergy, including 1 in 20 (5
%) who aren’t connected with any area pastors and
8 % who have relationships with only one or two
other ministers.
B y A aron E ar ls

li feway ch r istian r esou rces
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IFEWAY CHRISTIAN RESOURCES
RECENTLY ANNOUNCED PLANS TO
MOVE ITS OFFICES FROM NASHVILLE, TN, TO
NEARBY MARYLAND FARMS IN BRENTWOOD
BY THE END OF THE YEAR. LIFEWAY LEADERS
DESCRIBED THE NEW COMPLEX AS A MIXEDUSE, STATE-OF-THE-ART FACILITY WITH A
LAYOUT THAT PROMOTES CREATIVITY AND
COLLABORATION.
“This will be an exciting area and a great space
for our team to create and collaborate,” said Ben
Mandrell, Lifeway CEO. “Our new space will be a
haven for fresh ideas and creative thinking.”
Lifeway will move from its current location in
Nashville’s Capitol View neighborhood to 46,000
square feet of leased office space about 11 miles
south of its current facility. Located at 200 Powell
Place, the building is part of the Maryland Farms
mixed-use community with access to restaurants,
shopping, a greenway and park, and home to a
variety of businesses.
“Selling our large building downtown and moving
to a smaller, more open footprint is part of a larger,
strategic vision for the organization,” Mandrell said.
“The new location allows us to be better stewards
of our resources and is a better fit for the culture
we’ve created at Lifeway.”
Mandrell said employees will continue to work
remotely the majority of the time and will come to
the building for collaborative work. With Lifeway’s
work-from-anywhere culture, he said they decided
to forgo a traditional office-space model.
“Lifeway had already embraced a remote work
culture, before Zoom was a household word,”
Mandrell said. “We learned during the pandemic
that our team was just as efficient working
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from home as they were from the office—maybe
more. We want to continue to offer that flexibility
and maximize those efficiencies while providing
opportunities for face-to-face interaction.”
Connia Nelson, Lifeway’s chief human resources
officer, acknowledged that work styles have
changed among the staff since moving to a fully
remote, flexible work environment.
“We want to support a culture of hybrid work
where flexibility leads the way with an emphasis on
connectivity, giving employees the power to work
from anywhere, anytime,” said Nelson.
The new space will be a mix of meeting rooms,
drop-in workstations, a social hub, private spaces
for phone and video calls, as well as spaces for
individualized work that requires concentration. The
plans also call for state-of-the-art podcast, video
and photography studios, as well as post-production
suites.
Lifeway has occupied its current home in Nashville’s
Capitol View neighborhood since 2017. While
Lifeway sold the Capitol View building in 2021,
they are leasing back space until the move can be
completed.
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