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VIEWPOINT BY RANDY ADAMS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

NORTHWEST MISSION FIELDS BECKON PARTNERS, SUPPORTERS

THE NORTHWEST REGION OF THE 
UNITED STATES IS ONE OF THE 

WORLD’S GREAT MISSION FIELDS. 
WITH WEEKLY CHURCH ATTENDANCE 
OF FOUR PERCENT, THE NORTHWEST 
APPROXIMATES CHINA IN PERCENTAGE OF 
WEEKLY WORSHIPPERS.

Northwest corporations such as Amazon, Microsoft, 
Boeing, Nike, Intel and Starbucks have changed 
the world. With over 100 university and college 
campuses, students from dozens of nations are 
educated in the Northwest. Reaching the Northwest 
with the good news of Jesus Christ has worldwide 
impact.

While a great mission field, God is at work in the 
Northwest. Back in June, four Northwest Baptists 
were commissioned by the International Mission 
Board (IMB) for service abroad. Four others started 
IMB missionary service this spring.

Even during the Covid-19 pandemic, 15 new 
churches launched in the past 10 months – 
worshiping in English, Swahili, Mandarin, Korean 
and Spanish. No other network of churches has 
penetrated Northwest groups as much as NWBC 
churches. The number of NWBC affiliated churches 
has grown by 50 percent in the past 25 years, to 
over 500 churches worshiping in 27 languages. And 
with some of the fastest growing towns in the nation 
in the Northwest, there is so much more to do.

Northwest Baptists are calling upon churches 
beyond the Northwest to partner with us in reaching 
our mission field, a field in which the largest 
“religious group” is the “Nones,” meaning they have 
no religious identity.

How can churches outside the Northwest advance 

the Great Commission in the Northwest? Consider 
these ways:

Send pastors. Our greatest need is for God-called 
pastors and evangelists, especially bi-vocational 
pastors who are evangelistic, disciple-making, Bible-
teaching pastors. Pastors with a missionary gifting 
are especially needed because the Northwest is not 
like the South.

Send mission teams for long-term and short-
term mission service. Every job opportunity in the 
other 47 states is available in our 3 states.

Provide financial resources. Mission’s requires 
financial resources for evangelism, leadership 
development, and church starting through the 
NWBC. We need mission partners to continue 
growing Great Commission ministry in the 
Northwest.

Advocate for NWBC Missions. The harvest is 
plentiful but the workers are few. Join with us, and 
spread the news to your friends, that the Northwest 
is a great place to do missions and the NWBC is a 
great mission partner.

Pray for Mission Northwest. Pray that God will 
do exceedingly more than all we can ask or imagine, 
according to His power, that He be glorified in our 
churches and in all of the work that we do.

If you are an NWBC church, you’re already a partner 
in this endeavor. If you’re not an NWBC church, 
contact us and let’s begin a dialogue as to how your 
partnership with us might develop. Call or email and 
we can discuss what role God might have you play in 
reaching the Northwest with the message of Jesus 
Christ. Learn more on my blog at RandyAdams.org

It is a good day to serve the Lord in the Northwest!
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CHURCH STAFF 
RENEWED AT 

OASIS RETREAT
CONTINUING TO GROW THROUGH ALL 

OF LIFE AS A LEADER IS CRUCIAL 
FOR EVERY MINISTER, SAID RICHARD 
BLACKABY, FEATURED SPEAKER AT THE 
NORTHWEST BAPTIST CONVENTION’S 
RECENT OASIS RETREAT FOR VOCATIONAL 
MINISTERS.

“Every leader will get to the end of themselves,” noted 
Blackaby. “You may have been very successful a 
decade ago, but begin wondering if you are just too 
old. When you get to the end of self, you need to 
grow or end up a bitter person.”

Blackaby encouraged staff and spouses from 
Northwest Baptist churches at the retreat. “Unlimiting 
God in Your Life and Ministry” was the theme for his 
messages and stories of encouragement.

“We let our limits put a lid on ministry,” Blackaby 
stated. “I am a very average person and I want my 
ministry based on what God can do, not what I can 
do, and the sky’s the limit. What would it look like if 
God took you past your own limitations?”

With a reminder that Napolean’s failure to change 
methods led to his defeat at Waterloo, Blackaby drew 
comparisons with many ministers he sees in action.

“Every leader has a Waterloo,” Blackaby said. “COVID 
has been a Waterloo for many pastors and leaders 
when no one had ever dealt with it before, never 
streamed or zoomed services and meetings. The next 
decade could be our best, as Americans have never 
faced life and death like we have this year. If you go 
back to the old ways, you will miss what God has in 
store. America needs more than decline and plateau. 
God wants to take you where you’ve never been.”

Participants were reminded that COVID doesn’t 
deter God, nor do social or political concerns of the 
current days. But many in churches today see leaders 
who don’t truly believe that with God all things 
are possible and have settled for limitations and 
weaknesses, according to Blackaby.

The Oasis event itself was a study in flexibility for 
participants and organizers, with changing criteria for 
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By Sheila Allen

gathering happening up until just before the event 
began. Those registered were eventually divided into 
two separate groups to comply with state mandates 
for group sizes in the large Seaside Convention 
Center in Seaside, OR.

“There’s a limit in what you hear from God,” Blackaby 
remarked. “Some seem 
to go deep with him while 
others preach and pray 
as they did 30 years ago. 
God’s people don’t need 
a bunch of clichés to hear 
from God and you can’t 
give to others what you 
don’t have yourselves. It is a 
problem if we become too 
familiar with God and only 
look to his word for what 
sermon to preach instead 
of his wonders. Your church 
members need to hear 
things that blew you away 
that week. I implore you to 
share out of the overflow 
and now be content with 
weekly cranking it out.”

Blackaby revealed that he 
has found pastors some 
of the hardest people to 
help. While CEOs of major 
corporations seek out 
coaches, pastors often feel 
judged or upset with offers 
of assistance.

“For God to do what he has 
planned, we have to get self 
out of the way,” Blackaby 
said. “There is nothing 
wrong with a small church, 
but is it small because we think small or due to our 
unbelief? May you be so convinced of the power of 
God that our people can’t help but serve an awesome 
God.”

While much of ministry is mundane tasks, Blackaby 

encouraged listeners to savor life and never let their 
work drive out the joy from abiding in God’s presence.

Participants also heard encouragement from Randy 
Adams, NWBC executive director, with a reminder 
from the end of Matthew 28 that “Jesus is always 
with you.”

He highlighted one familiar 
phrase from the end of the 
gospel: “The Great Commission 
wouldn’t be possible without 
‘Lo, I am with you.’ Men to 
whom Jesus gave his Great 
Commission were believer-
doubters. The God of the 
burning bush, the I Am, is 
with you. That promise makes 
everything we do possible.”

Adams encouraged listeners to 
have meaningful interactions 
with individuals instead 
of focusing on crowds. 
Throughout scripture it shows 
what individual people meant 
to Jesus.

“Daniel in the lion’s den, 
Thomas martyred, Peter 
crucified – the great I Am was 
with them and is with you,” 
Adams noted. “He is always 
with us in the most difficult 
paths. Rejoice that your names 
are written in heaven.”

The next Oasis is slated 
for May 16-18 next year in 
Sunriver, OR.

Gary Mink

Randy Adams



6 Northwest Baptist Witness JULY/AUGUST 2021

THE NORTHWEST BAPTIST CONVENTION 
EXECUTIVE BOARD APPROVED FOR 

RECOMMENDATION TO THE NWBC ANNUAL 
MEETING IN NOVEMBER A $3,980,000 
BUDGET FOR 2022 AND A $150,000 GOAL 
FOR THAT YEAR’S NORTHWEST IMPACT 
MISSION OFFERING.

The spending plan for missions in the Northwest 
anticipates $2.9 million – almost 73 percent of the 
budget -- in Cooperative Program gifts from the 
NWBC’s 500-plus churches. That’s up slightly from 
the $2,845,000 projected by the end of this year’s 
budget.

The 2022 budget recommendation, however, is 
reduced by $700,000 from the $4,680,000 budget 
for 2021.

The decrease is due 
mostly to the North 
American Mission 
Board – starting 
October of this year 
-- routing funds for 
individual church plants 
through what it calls 
“sending churches” 
rather than through 
the NWBC business 
office. NAMB leaders 
early last year signaled 
their intent to provide 100 percent of the funds for 
church plants starting in this coming October without 
channeling them through the state convention and 
to begin engaging in church planting effort more 
independently in the Northwest.

Individual church plants in the Northwest have been 
supported financially through joint funding from 
both NAMB and the NWBC. Currently, the funds for 
congregational support are provided on a ratio of 85 
percent from NAMB and 15 percent from the NWBC. 
There are about 60 Northwest churches receiving 
that monthly financial support.

Also starting this October, the Southern Baptist 
mission board will cease financial support of jointly-
funded NWBC personnel to assist church planting 
efforts in the Northwest. In next year’s proposed 
budget, the NWBC will fund those staff fully to help 
multiply church planting work throughout Oregon, 
Washington and north Idaho.

For its part in the 2022 budget, the NWBC will 

shift the portion of funds it had been using for the 
individual church plants to other church planting 
ministry areas, such as personnel, training and 
development. The convention has a full-time church 
planting director, four full-time “church planting 
catalysts” and two part-time workers supporting 
church planting efforts that have been jointly-funded 
by NAMB.

With NAMB’s elimination of funds for jointly-funded 
personnel, the NWBC will also begin fully funding the 
evangelism and church health director’s position.

“Moving forward, it’s all on the NWBC,” said Randy 
Adams, NWBC executive director. He emphasized 
the importance of the convention maintaining support 
for church planting pastors individually and through 
support events such as the annual church planting 

retreat. “It’s 
our best way 
to have a 
real personal 
touch with 
our church planters,” said Adams.

He also pledged to find ways in coming years to offer 
the traditional financial support monthly for individual 
church plants. “We’re going to do everything we can 
to find additional funds for that,” Adams told board 
members. “We don’t find it acceptable to have zero 
in that line item, but that’s just where we are in this 
year’s budget.”

Revenue support from NAMB isn’t completely 
removed from the 2022 budget. Grant monies 
up to $100,000 are listed for areas related to 
evangelism. The grants are available upon request 
and subsequent approval from NAMB officials.

In a significant budgetary move to help maintain 
many of the NWBC’s key ministries for 2022, 
the spending plan includes using an allocation of 

BOARD ADOPTS SPENDING SHIFTS
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$450,000 from the convention’s reserves. In recent 
years, NWBC leaders have managed the budget in 
order to build up the reserves to about $1.5 million, 
anticipating coming reductions from NAMB and 
needing to develop a “transition budget” such as the 
one proposed.

Adams told board members he hopes that full amount 
isn’t necessary given other potential sources of 
revenue. “In case we do need it, that money is in the 
budget,” he added.

Other sources of budget revenue include $120,000 
from the Northwest Impact mission offering, $46,500 
in restricted funds and $363,500 from varied sources 
such as earnings from investments and event 
registration.

Funds from the Northwest Impact offering included in 
the 2022 budget support will be allocated for church 
planting, collegiate ministry, the Oasis retreat for 
vocational ministry leaders, ethnic/language church 
development and leadership formation, Northwest 
Baptist Disaster Relief and children’s evangelism 
through Vacation Bible School.

Twenty percent of the Cooperative Program gifts 
received from NWBC churches – a projected 
$580,000 for 2022 – will be forwarded to the 
Southern Baptist Convention Executive Committee 
for disbursement to various SBC entities for North 
American and international ministries.

Another $100,000 helps support operations of the 
Pacific Northwest Campus of Gateway seminary. 
The regional campus, established in 1980, has been 

an influential partner for ministry and leadership 
development in the Northwest.

The remainder of the budget supports various 
ministry areas in church planting and missions, 
evangelism and church health, communications and 
technology, administrative and support operations.

NWBC Office Relocation

The budget also includes $126,000 to cover costs 
of relocating the NWBC, Gateway Seminary’s Pacific 
Northwest Campus and the Northwest Baptist 
Foundation to temporary facilities while a new 
building is being constructed to house the three 
entities in a better-sized facility than the current 
office building provides.

The NWBC 
Executive Board 
last year approved 
selling the current 
building and buying 
land north of its 
current location for 
a new, smaller office 
building. At press 
time, sale of the 
current facility was 
expected to close 
officially for just 
over $9.1 million. 
With the costs 
projected for the 
land purchase and 
new constructions, 
convention officials 
expect to net about 

$3 million to invest in future ministries.

The new permanent mailing address for the NWBC is 
6715 NE 63rd Street, Suite 103-516, Vancouver WA 
98661-1980

Gateway’s regional campus will temporarily operate 
out of Crosspointe Baptist Church in Vancouver, WA, 
but it will use the following mailing address: 6715 NE 
63rd Street, #413, Vancouver WA 98661-1980.

The Northwest Baptist Foundation will temporarily 
operate at another location, but continue using its 
current mailing address for any correspondence: P.O. 
Box 822712, Vancouver, WA 98682.

BOARD ADOPTS SPENDING SHIFTS
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DESPERATE ECONOMIC TIMES HAVE 
CREATED DIRE CONDITIONS WHICH 

FORCED STAGGERING NUMBERS OF 
CITIZENS TO TURN VEHICLES INTO 
TEMPORARY HOMES, YET STILL LEAVE 
THEM WITHOUT A SAFE PLACE TO SLEEP 
AT NIGHT. THE MEMBERS OF SOUTH 
HILL BAPTIST CHURCH IN PUYALLUP, WA, 
ANSWERED A CALL TO ACTION TO TREAT 
ALL AS MORE THAN TRASH ON THE 
STREET.

When pastor Paul Anderson first arrived 
at South Hill as a member, he was at a 
crossroads in life himself. After 30 years 
as a contractor and business owner, rocky 
economic times hit in 2008 and Anderson, 
with the support of his wife, Julie, made the 
decision to answer a call to ministry by first 
finishing his college degree and then seminary.

Now in his seventh year as pastor at South 
Hill, he leads the church to see where 
God is working and join in wholeheartedly. 
The first opportunity came with a visit to 
the neighboring elementary school, where 
members soon plugged in as reading tutors in 
the overpopulated classrooms and offered the 
church parking lot for staff and visitor usage.

Anderson also offered his services to read 
aloud to classrooms of kindergarten students 
and two teachers gladly took the offer for 
“Pastor Paul” to spend weekly time with their 

youngsters. That opened doors as Anderson 
eventually supplemented his income as a 
substitute teacher, but most important to 
him was the connections he made in the 
community.

“We started a weekend food backpack 
program for latch key kids and God allowed 
our small church to grow at a sustainable 
pace,” Anderson said. “He started bringing a 
team of strong people to help get an elder/
leadership team in place. Church planting was 
a high priority for us even though we were 
barely living ourselves. But we realized we 
had assets to offer, which included a large 
facility and five acres of land, so we share our 
building with two other congregations.”

South Hill Baptist partnered with nearby High 
Pointe Community Church for a “freezing 
nights” ministry that allowed homeless to 
sleep in the church during inclement weather 
and get hot meals one night a week. 

“God used building relationships with the 
homeless because of our consistency,” 
Anderson stated. “Many were high on drugs 
and only wanted food to go back and do 
their thing, but we ministered in spite of that. 
One High Pointe member applied for a grant 
from the Milgard Family Foundation to build a 
shower unit because our building reeked from 
unclean people and laundry. We had so many 
empty classrooms because our church was 
much larger in the 90’s, so we began using 
space for a food pantry and clothes closet for 

CHURCH OFFERS SAFE SPACE 
Parking lot guests attend recent Sunday services at South Hill Baptist Church in Puyallup WA. The residents have access to 

other services through social agencies as they make strides toward permanent housing.
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the elementary school and homeless guests.”

The church identified two rooms to turn into 
shower facilities after the financial assistance 
was granted and made space for laundry 
facilities as well. When the pandemic hit 
the area, the freezing nights ministry halted 
immediately due to social distancing concerns, 
which created an impetus for people to sleep 
in their cars, according to Anderson. An 
existing program called Safe Parking Network 
soon presented itself and Washington State 
doesn’t require a permit for open parking to 
cars for homeless unless the local municipality 
prohibits it.

“We hosted a community zoom meeting to 
notify our neighbors but no one joined us, 
which I believe is because we had been good 
neighbors through freezing nights,” Anderson 
said. “Any concerns church members had 
for security were addressed with parking lot 
security cameras, installed port-a-potties, 
doubled trash pickup and we received another 
grant for an outdoor hand washing station.”

One room in the church is now set aside 
for supervised family visits for those who 
are seeking reunification with their children. 
Anderson took his personal interest in the 
parking lot guests a step beyond by inviting a 
couple who needed a permanent address for 
an upcoming organ transplant to use his own 
driveway for their RV while the transplant wait 
transpires.

A total of 40 people have used the church 
parking lot and several have become invested 
in their temporary neighbors’ lives. Currently 
12 guests call South Hill Baptist their nightly 
home and lives are being changed.

“Two guests have asked to be baptized and 
three want to join the church,” Anderson 
noted. “We are seeing spiritual fruit through 
this ministry. I am concerned for the coming 
days, as I see a tsunami of homelessness 
once the moratorium on rent relief ends. God 
tenderized our hearts for homeless to give our 
services and we want to be a safe place and a 
legacy to embrace.”

Vicki, a current guest utilizing the parking 
lot, is a veteran with a bachelor degree 

from Evergreen College and hopes to get to 
Eastern Washington as circumstances 
allow.

“They’ve been kind to me and 
I’ve been blessed,” Vicky said. 
“There are multiple factors 
that led to the loss of my job 
and health issues, so I 
ran out of money. I have 
always been extremely 
independent and don’t want 
to need anyone. They opened 
the building for us when it’s 
hot and I’ve never been in a 
church this thoughtful. We try to 
help each other here too.”

Parking lot guests must submit 
a resident application that is 
organized by Safe Parking Network 
and includes vehicle, personal 
and contact information, 
employment status and must 
applicants must sign a site rules 
agreement. A child verification 
and criminal background 
check are also mandatory 
and a good neighbor 
policy specifies regulations 
regarding personal space, 
visitors, trash disposal, 
weapons and more.

“Pastor Paul helps us as 
much as he can,” said 
Peteli Miutei, another 
parking lot guest. "The 
shower area is great 
and we feel safe with 
the security cameras. 
With help from other 
resources I am saving up 
to raise my credit score 
and get into a home. 
I wish more churches 
could do this and I believe 
God is working. I help 
pastor Paul with the 

Continued on pg. 23 Paul Anderson
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By Tyler Sanders

GARY FLOYD, THE LONGTIME LEADER 
OF NORTHWEST BAPTIST DISASTER 

RELIEF AND AN ADVOCATE FOR CHURCH 
PARTNERSHIPS WITH LOCAL COMMUNITY 
MINISTRIES, WAS RECOGNIZE THIS PAST 
JUNE BY GATEWAY SEMINARY OF THE 
SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION AS ONE 
OF ITS “DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI.”

Seminary president Jeff Iorg recognized Floyd, 
Charles Grant 
and Mitch 
Martin – another 
ministry leader 
with ties to 
the Northwest 
-- for their 
“distinguished 
careers of 
Christian service” 
at the annual 
alumni and 
friends lunch 
June 16 during 
the SBC’s annual 
meeting in Nashville, TN.

The presentation of the distinguished alumni awards 
to these leaders was “an opportunity to not only 
congratulate them, but to inspire others to follow their 
example to come up to their level of leadership,” Iorg 
said.

Gary Floyd earned the master of divinity from 
Gateway in 1981. He served as SBC Disaster Relief 
director in the Pacific Northwest for 26 years. “He not 
only served with distinction on the Northwest Baptist 
Convention staff... but also served in significant ways 
in national roles with disaster relief for the Southern 
Baptist Convention,” Iorg said.

“In 2019, upon his retirement, [Floyd] received the 
Laddie Adams Service Award, which is the highest 
award given annually to someone who’s distinguished 
themselves for a lifetime of service in disaster relief.”

Martin earned the master of divinity in 1983 and 
the doctor of ministry from Gateway in 1994. He 
pastored churches in Oregon, Idaho, Washington, 
Nevada and Tennessee. Additionally, Martin was 
president of the Northwest Baptist Convention 
when Iorg was appointed executive director of that 
convention.

“Mitch and I cut our teeth together in Baptist 
leadership; me as a young executive director and 
him as a young pastor serving as president of the 
[Northwest] convention,” Iorg said.

He also worked as director of missions of the 
Golden Spike Association in Utah and as a missions 
and leadership consultant for the Utah-Idaho 
Southern Baptist Convention. At Lifeway, he was 
a bi-vocational ministry specialist for six years. He 
now is the executive director of missions for the 
Mid-South Baptist Association in Memphis, TN, and 

is the founder 
and leader of 
the Century 
Associations 
Network, an 
organization 
that facilitates 
best practices 
for leaders or 
larger Baptist 
associations.

Grant earned 
the master of 
divinity from 

Gateway in 1994. Grant planted New Life Baptist 
Church in Tampa Bay, FL, in 1997 and served as 
senior pastor for ten years. From 2008 to 2020, he 
was a regional church partner for Lifeway. In 2020 
he took a position as executive director for African 
American relations and mobilization for the executive 
committee of the SBC.

“We are honored that God has placed this gentleman 
in national leadership prominence for Southern 
Baptists and on behalf of Gateway Seminary,” Iorg 
said.

Following the recognitions, Iorg shared an update on 
the school with attendees. He said God has blessed 
the school through strong enrollment, finances and 
harmony among staff.

“These are good times at Gateway Seminary, for 
more than any other reason, because we are a 
unique movement, who come together around a 
mission,” he said. “God has given us a riveted focus 
on what we do. And as long as we can stay with 
that focus, I think we can come here year after year 
after year and say the same thing: These are good, 
remarkable and amazing times at Gateway Seminary.”

GATEWAY
HONORS
ALUMNI

Gary Floyd
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NEW ASIA GROUP 
EXPANDS SERVICE
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Continued on pg. 21 

CREATION OF A NEW INTERNATIONAL 
MISSION BOARD (IMB) AFFINITY 

GROUP WILL EXPAND OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
NORTHWEST BAPTISTS TO IMPACT 

COUNTLESS PEOPLE IN ASIA FOR 
THE CAUSE OF CHRIST.

After its launch on October 1, 
the newly formed Asian Pacific 
Rim Peoples (APAC) Affinity 
will encompass the six East 

Asian countries where 
Northwest Baptists have 
served in the past, as well 
as 11 Southeast Asian 
countries including the 
countries of Indonesia, 

Thailand, Malaysia, Vietnam 
and more.

The 17 APAC countries together 
will encompass approximately 
2.2 billion lost people, and 
approximately one third of all 
IMB personnel. The expanded 

reach of the new affinity 
will increase opportunities 

for Northwest Baptist 
Convention (NWBC) churches 

to continue partnering in ministry 
with the IMB.

“There will be many more 
opportunities to send long 

and short-term missionaries and 
volunteers,” said Rose Waligora, 
who alongside her husband, Wally 
Waligora, serves as an IMB liaison to 
NWBC churches.

Churches can begin preparing for 2022 
post-COVID volunteer opportunities
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NW MPACT
A MISSION OFFERING OF THE NORTHWEST BAPTIST CONVENTION

NW MPACT
A MISSION OFFERING OF THE NORTHWEST BAPTIST CONVENTION

TOTAL GOAL: $120,000
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NW MPACT
A MISSION OFFERING OF THE NORTHWEST BAPTIST CONVENTION

NW MPACT
A MISSION OFFERING OF THE NORTHWEST BAPTIST CONVENTION

SHARING CHRIST
WITH CHILDREN & COLLEGE STUDENTS ($21,000)

OFFERING HOPE
FOR THOSE FACING CRISIS & DISASTER ($5,000)

TRAINING LEADERS
FOR EFFECTIVE MINISTRY ($34,000)

PLANTING CHURCHES
TO TRANSFORM THE NORTHWEST’S SPIRITUAL CLIMATE ($60,000)

NORTHWEST IMPACT multiplies the partnership of  500+ NWBC churches 
and helps fulfill the Great Commission of  Jesus from our neighborhoods to 

the nations. It is formally known as the Sylvia Wilson Mission Offering, in 
memory of  the longtime mission leader in the Northwest.
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Day 1 | Pray for churches sharing the 
love of Christ in word and deed. Pray your 
church will be a local community in which 
people around you find hope and healing 
in the Lord.

Day 2 | Pray for churches sharing God’s 
good news to be effective among the 
multiple language groups who live and 
work in the Northwest.

Day 3 | Pray that the vision of your own 
church bears spiritual fruit in the lives of 
everyone to whom it ministers. Pray for 
your role in making a difference in the lives 
of others around you.

Day 4 | Praise God for the diverse 
opportunities He gives you to impact 
children, teenagers and young adults with 
the gospel message. Pray that your church 
provides a place for them to exercise their 
spiritual gifts.

Day 5 | Pray for Northwest Baptist 
churches to enlist, equip and empower 
leaders to start healthy, multiplying 
churches. Pray for your church’s part in 
supporting that endeavor.

Day 6 | Pray that all Northwest Baptist 
congregations and ministries will be 
healthy, multiplying communities of 
Christian faith and discipleship. Thank Him 
for placing your church in the community 
as part of His plan to love the world.

Day 7 | Pray that churches in rural areas 
and urban centers of the Northwest will 
experience vibrancy and effectiveness in 
spreading the gospel message to every 
person around them through the gospel’s 
advance.

 7
DAYS OF  

FOCUSED 
PRAYER 

As you pray for your own church’s 
mission effort, join in this 7-day prayer 
opportunity for God’s blessing on the 
mission of NWBC churches in Oregon, 

Washington & North Idaho. 

14 Northwest Baptist Witness JULY/AUGUST 2021
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SBC ELECTS PRESIDENT

Continued on pg.18 

IN A MONTHS-LONG BID TO SERVE A 
ONE-YEAR TERM AS PRESIDENT OF THE 

SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION, RANDY 
ADAMS – THE NORTHWEST BAPTIST 
CONVENTION’S EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
SINCE 2013 – WROTE AND SPOKE OFTEN 
ABOUT THE NEED FOR “INCREASED 
TRANSPARENCY, ACCOUNTABILITY AND 
PARTICIPATION” IN SBC LIFE.

When almost 16,000 registered messengers to the 
SBC annual meeting finally convened in Nashville, 
TN, in June to elect a new president, however, only 
673 messengers voted for him. That left him in 
fourth place, behind three other men vying for the 
post.

Mary Habila, president of Northwest Baptist 
Woman’s Missionary Union and members of Living 
Springs Fellowship near Seattle, where her husband 
Haggai serves as founding pastor, nominated Adams 
to the post.

Ultimately, in a run-off election between the two top 
vote-getters – Ed Litton of Alabama and Mike Stone 
of Georgia – messengers elected Litton, pastor of 
Redemption Church in Saraland, to the post with 
a 52 percent majority over Stone, immediate past 
chairman of the SBC Executive Committee and 

a steering council member for the Conservative 
Baptist Network (CBN), a group alleging leftward 
drift in the convention.

Litton has suggested the CBN is unnecessary 
because Southern Baptists are unwaveringly 
conservative. Southern Baptists “are a family, and 
at times we may seem dysfunctional,” Litton told 
reporters after his election. “But we love each other.”

Still, from the moment they convened, it was clear 
messengers to the 2021 annual gathering seemed 
ready to make some changes and challenge 
traditions.

The convention’s 15,726 messengers – the most 
since 1995 – took action to protect victims of abuse 
in SBC churches and to hold leaders accountable, 
even when it meant overturning the decisions of 
convention committees – especially the Executive 
Committee.

Messengers called for creation of a task force, to 
be appointed by newly-elected SBC, to oversee an 
independent review of the Executive Committee over 
allegations of mishandling reports of sexual abuse. 
They also defeated a revision of the SBC Business 
and Financial Plan proposed by the EC.

Messengers presented 32 motions from the 
convention floor, the most since 2010.

Newly elected SBC president Ed Litton (left) and outgoing president J. D. Greear enjoy a lighhearted moment following the election.
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BARRONELLE STUTZMAN’S LENGTHY 
LEGAL EFFORT TO OPERATE A FLORIST 

SHOP IN WASHINGTON STATE ACCORDING 
TO HER CHRISTIAN CONVICTIONS CAME 
TO AN END FRIDAY (JULY 2) AT THE U.S. 
SUPREME COURT.

The justices announced they would not review 
an appeal by Stutzman, a member of Richland 
(WA) Baptist Church, of a Washington Supreme 
Court ruling in 2019 that she was guilty of illegal 
discrimination by declining to design flowers for 
a same-sex wedding. The court’s order said three 
associate justices – Clarence Thomas, Samuel 
Alito and Neil Gorsuch – would have granted 
review in the case.

In another church-state case, however, the 
high court said in Friday’s orders it will review 
a federal appeals court decision that upheld a 
Maine tuition-assistance program that excludes 
schools that provide faith-based instruction.

The two orders, which were part of a list that 
closed the Supreme Court’s term, came in 
cases in which the Southern Baptist Ethics & 
Religious Liberty Commission (ERLC) had filed 
friend-of-the-court briefs in support of the First 
Amendment right to free religious exercise.
“No one should have to experience what 

Barronelle Stutzman has had to in this long legal 
saga,” said Daniel Patterson, the ERLC’s acting 
president, in written comments for Baptist Press. 
“We have long been hopeful that the Supreme 
Court would step in to rebuke the decision of 
the Washington Supreme Court, which issued an 
opinion that displayed contempt for Barronelle’s 
faith.

“While we are hopeful for future cases in light 
of the court’s unanimous decision in Fulton, we 
are deeply disappointed the justices passed on 
this opportunity to correct the real injustices 
committed these last many years.”
In their June 17 Fulton v. City of Philadelphia 
opinion, the justices upheld a faith-based 
adoption and foster-care agency’s right to 
carry out its ministry according to its beliefs 
by agreeing Philadelphia, PA, violated the First 
Amendment’s protection of the free exercise of 
religion by halting referrals to Catholic Social 
Services because it does not place children with 
same-sex couples.

Alliance Defending Freedom (ADF), which 
represented Stutzman in her case, described the 
high court’s order as tragic.

“A government that can crush someone like 
Barronelle, who kindly served her gay customer 
for nearly a decade but simply declined to create 
art celebrating one sacred ceremony, can use 
its power to crush any of us regardless of our 

COURT
DENIES

FLORIST'S
APPEAL

Barronelle Stutzman
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By Tom Strode

political ideology or views on important issues 
like marriage,” said Kristen Waggoner, general 
counsel for ADF, in a written statement,

In contrast to the ruling 
by the Washington Supreme 
Court, Waggoner pointed to 
opinions by the Arizona Supreme 
Court and Eighth Circuit Court 
of Appeals in St. Louis “that the 
government cannot force creative 
professionals to create artistic 
expression that violates their 
religious 
beliefs.” She 
expressed confidence 
the Supreme 

Court 
ultimately will 
agree with those 
courts regarding 
the religious liberty 
of florists and other 
artistic professionals.

Washington’s Supreme 
Court ruled twice 
against Stutzman, 76, 
who owns Arlene’s 
Flowers in Richland. 
After the state high 
court decided in 2017 she 
violated an anti-discrimination law, 
the U.S. Supreme Court annulled a 
lower-court ruling against her the next year and 
instructed the Washington Supreme Court to 
reconsider its previous decision in light of the 
justices’ new opinion in favor of a Colorado cake 
artist who refused to design and decorate a cake 
to celebrate the wedding of two men. In that 7-2 
decision, the high court ruled the Colorado Civil 
Rights Commission violated the religious free-
exercise clause and demonstrated in its action 
“religious hostility” toward Jack Phillips, owner of 
Masterpiece Cakeshop.

The Washington Supreme Court ruled in a 
unanimous decision in 2019, however, that 
neither it nor a lower court demonstrated 
religious animosity toward Stutzman in the 
opinions.

The case began in 2013, when Stutzman 
declined to design flowers for a long-time 
customer’s same-sex wedding. She had served 
Robert Ingersoll, a gay man, for nearly 10 years 
and had become friends with him. She also 

had hired gay employees at her shop. When 
Ingersoll asked her to design the flowers 

for his 2013 wedding to Curt Freed, 
Stutzman told him she could not 
because using her artistic ability 
to take part in the ceremony 

would violate her 
beliefs. She referred 
him to other florists 

in the area who 
would provide 

flowers for 
the wedding. 
The state, 
as well as 
Ingersoll and 

Freed, brought 
suit.

The ERLC and other 
organizations filed 

briefs in both 2017 
and 2019 in support of 

Stutzman’s appeal to the 
U.S. Supreme Court. The 
ERLC honored Stutzman 
during its report at the 
2015 SBC meeting in 

Columbus, Ohio, and she 
received a standing ovation 

from messengers.
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Continued from pg.10

The Executive Committee -- an 86-member body 
charged with acting on the SBC’s behalf between 
annual meetings -- drew opposition at multiple 
junctures, with messengers claiming the EC had too 
much authority and needed to be held accountable.

Tennessee pastor Grant Gaines moved that the 
new SBC president appoint a task force to oversee 
a previously announced investigation into alleged 
EC mishandling of sexual abuse claims. Initially, the 
motion was referred to the EC by the Committee 
on Order of Business, but messengers overturned 
the ruling by a two-thirds vote and overwhelmingly 
adopted the motion.

The EC had voted June 14 not even to consider a 
similar proposal by one of its own members, Jared 
Wellman of Texas.

EC President Ronnie Floyd said in a 
statement following the convention’s action, “Today’s 
decision, in whose outcome we are confident, will 
have the ultimate blessing of removing all doubt in the 
minds of our community of Southern Baptists allowing 
us to chart a more confident future, together.”

The EC encountered an overwhelming defeat in 
a proposed revision to the SBC’s Business and 
Financial Plan. EC officer Robyn Hari said the 
proposal sought to strike a balance between 
accountability and autonomy of the SBC entities. 
But messenger Vance Pitman of Nevada called 
the proposal “an unprecedented expansion of the 
Executive Committee powers.” The recommendation 
failed on a raised-hand vote.

The convention adopted “Vision 2025,” a five-year 
plan setting a series of goals for Great Commission 
advancement. Messengers added to the EC’s five 
proposed Vision 2025 goals on missions, evangelism 
and CP giving a sixth, stating the convention’s intent 
to eliminate all incidents of racism and sexual abuse. 
They also amended a goal placing emphasis on 
reaching teenagers to those under age 18.

Another EC recommendation rejected by messengers 
was a proposed revision of Lifeway Christian 
Resources’ Mission and Ministry Statement. The 
proposal, initiated at the request of Lifeway trustees, 
was defeated on a ballot vote.

Messengers accepted EC proposals granting 
the second of two required approvals to an 
SBC constitutional amendment listing racism 
and mishandling sex abuse as grounds for 
disfellowshipping a church.

The EC was not the only committee to have a 
recommendation overturned by messengers. The 
Resolutions Committee declined to bring to the floor 
a resolution submitted by Oklahoma messenger 
Bill Ascol that called for abolishing abortion, but 
messengers voted by a two-thirds majority to 
consider it. Then they adopted the resolution after a 
one-word amendment to soften its initial rejection of 
any “incremental approach to ending abortion.”

Next year’s SBC Annual Meeting is slated for June 
14-15, 2022, in Anaheim, CA.

Calling formation of the task force his “first priority,” 
Litton in July named seven members to the task 
force, some of them pastors and others who are 
professionals in law, counseling, and abuse advocacy.”

According to a July 9 announcement, the task force 
will be chaired by Bruce Frank, pastor of Biltmore 
Baptist Church of Arden, NC, will chair the group. 
The vice chairman is Marshall Blalock, pastor of First 
Baptist Church of Charleston, SC, is vice chair.

“I believe the members of this team are men and 
women who genuinely pursue God and seek the truth 
and desire for survivor voices to be heard,” Litton 
said. “I am grateful for their willingness to serve our 
convention in this important role.”

Additionally, Litton announced two advisors to the 
task force with expertise in handling sexual abuse 
dynamics: Rachael Denhollander, an attorney and 
survivors’ advocate; and Chris Moles, a pastor, 
counselor and author. Denhollander and Moles 
previously served the SBC as members of a sexual 
abuse advisory group formed in 2018 by former SBC 
president J.D. Greear.

In response to the announcement of the task force, 
the Executive Committee said in a statement it “looks 
forward to cooperating with the presidential task 
force in order to bring resolution to the matter and 
restore confidence with Southern Baptists.”

The task force will have the discretion to begin its 
own review or to oversee an independent review 
already initiated by the Executive Committee. It is 
required to make the findings public and present 
them to messengers to the 2022 SBC annual 
meeting with recommendations for action.

Frank, the task force’s chairman, said in a statement 
the group “will be getting to work immediately. Your 
prayers are greatly appreciated.”
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Compiled from Baptist Press

In the release, Litton said in formation of the task 
force he “sought counsel and recommendations from 
experts in the field and from trusted advisors.”

The motion for the task force was approved amid 
controversy over allegations made by former Ethics 
& Religious Liberty Commission President Russell 
Moore. Moore, who resigned from his post in May, 
charged in two letters obtained by news media that  
calls to address sexual abuse in the SBC had been 
“stonewall[ed]” by leaders.

Ronnie Floyd, president and CEO of the SBC 
Executive Committee, announced just days before 
the annual meeting that Guidepost Solutions had 
been hired to conduct an independent review of the 
Executive Committee’s handling of those issues.

In offering the motion calling for the task force, 
Gaines said it was “the least we can do for abuse 
survivors.” Gaines told messengers the appointment 
of a task force was necessary “in order for this 
investigation to be truly external, independent and 
unbiased,” and that the Executive Committee “can’t be 
the ones to hold themselves accountable.”

Under terms of the motion, the independent review 
could span January 2000-June 2021 and could 

include any Executive Committee members and 
staff serving during that time. Executive Committee 
members and staff are asked to waive attorney-client 
privilege “in order to ensure full access to information 
and accuracy in the review.”

The task force is to receive a written report 30 
days before the 2022 SBC Annual Meeting. The 
report is to be made public within a week, along with 
suggested actions for messengers.

“Southern Baptists, I urgently call you to pray for this 
process and to bear the burden alongside this task 
force as they pursue truth, identify issues, and move 
forward toward greater health in the area of response 
to abuse,” Litton said in a statement.

In addition to Frank and Blalock, members of the 
task force include John Damon, chief executive 
officer of Canopy Children’s Solutions, Jackson, 
MS; Liz Evan, judicial law clerk at Tennessee Court 
of Criminal Appeals, Nashville, TN; Heather Evans, 
director of Evans Counseling Services, Coopersburg, 
PA; Andrew Hébert, pastor of Paramount Baptist 
Church, Amarillo, TX; and Bucas Sterling III, pastor of 
Kettering Baptist Church, Upper Marlboro, MD.
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January through June Budget vs Actual Comparison
   Budget               Actual           Variance

                                      1,422,500            1,535,299   112,799

Region 1 J-J 21
Bellevue-Awakening 4,339
Bellevue-Lake Hills 3,758
Bellevue-Leaven Church 1,750
Bellevue-Well Commun 3,250
Bellingham-Crossroads 500
Bellingham-Living Word 600
Blk Diamond-Chap Wood 4,625
Bothell/Living Spring 688
Bothell-CrossPointe 7,267
Bothell-Queensgate 600
Bothell-Seattle Bridge 2,511
Bow-Cross Cntry 3,042
Burlington-Calvary 1,980
Camano Island-Restoration 2,809
Clear Lake-FBC 900
Darrington-Mt View 5,276
Des Moines-The Mountain 2,491
Edmonds-North Seattle 100
Edmonds-One In Christ 300
Edmonds-Rock of Hope 5,474
Enumclaw-FBC 1,500
Everett-Journey 6,351
Everett-Pinehurst 7,196
Everett-S Everett Comm 2,400
Everett-Silver Lake 848
Fed Way-Bethel 900
Fed Way-Christ Church 250
Fed Way-Cross Life 600
Fed Way-FBC 1,686
Fed Way-First Ukranian 600
Fed Way-Good Neighbor 1,020
Fed Way-Korean-Amer 1,400
Fed Way-Lifeway 1,800
Fed Way-Nine Lakes 1,232
Fed Way-Word of Truth 1,000
Hamilton-FBC 6,492
Issaquah-Foothills 10,549
Issaquah-Love Tree Church 250

Issaquah-Summit 18,538
Kent-Bread of Life 290
Kent-Emmanuel Bhutanese 200
Kent-International Christian 250
Kent-Sequoia 4,010
Kent-Turningpoint 8,802
Lake Stevens-Lake Country 3,000
Lakewood-Emmaus 400
Lakewood-FBC 38,892
Lakewood-Good Shepherd 120
Lakewood-Kaleo Community 79
Lakewood-Trinity 1,200
Lynnwood-EagleWing 724
Lynnwood-Global Mission 300
Lynnwood-Healing 90
Lynnwood-Japanese 608
Lynnwood-Meadowdale Com 150
Maple Falls-Mt. Baker 371
Maple Valley-Hope 34,809
Marysville-Emmanuel 3,486
Monroe-FBC 5,531
Mount Vernon-Christian 1,976
Mount Vernon-Trinity 3,993
Oak Harbor-Christian Fellow 300
Oak Harbor-Southern 3,986
Puyallup-High Pointe 17,266
Puyallup-South Hill 1,669
Puyallup-Sunrise 20,662
Redmond-FBC Rose Hill 375
Redmond-Korean Hope 500
Redmond-Meadowbrook 30,875
Renton-Agape 3,500
Renton-Church of Beloved 1,000
Renton-Iglesia Vida 1,400
Renton-Sunset 9,364
Renton-Trinity 3,250
Saesoon Baptist Church 120
Sammamish-21st Century 804
SeaTac-Riverton Heights 500

Seattle-Chinese Southern 18,422
Seattle-CityLight Ministries 550
Seattle-Discovery 818
Seattle-Epic Life 3,795
Seattle-Eternal Joy 438
Seattle-FBC Beverly Pk 2,918
Seattle-Gracepoint 350
Seattlel-Dwelling Place 6,080
Seattle-Living Water Chin 1,357
Seattle-Loving First 1,000
Seattle-New Covenant 250
Seattle-Roots Community 6,437
Seattle-The Hallows 6,000
Seattle-Thien An 1,800
Sedro Woolley-Skagit 600
Sedro Woolley-Valley 3,146
Snohomish-Bridge 300
Sultan-FBC 1,235
Sultan-Lighthouse 1,634
Tacoma-E.Tacoma Christian 100
Tacoma-Filipino Inter 750
Tacoma-Good News 2,400
Tacoma-Highland Hill 2,168
Tacoma-Japanese Intl 4,675
Tacoma-New Beginnings 86
Tacoma-New Hope 167
Tacoma-Soundside 4,653
Tacoma-Tacoma FBC 48,000
Tacoma-The Pathway 2,350
Tacoma-VMCM 180
Yelm-First 1,972
Yelm-Ignite Church 1,588
                                                                                  
Total: 447,943

 

Region 2 J-J 21
Bremerton-Kitsap Lake 5,919
Bremerton-Sonshine 2,679
Castle Rock-FBC 3,481
Chehalis-Dayspring 8,310
Elma-Bethany 1,637
Forks-FBC 8,023
Kalama-Kalama 8,103
Kelso-East Kelso 696
Lacey-FBC 7,106
Lacey-New Zion 900
Longview-Beacon Hill 455

Region 1

Region 2

Longview-FBC 39,305
Longview-Highlands 1,209
Longview-Robert Gray 6,107
Longview-Valley 13,723
Ocean Shores-Faith Com 4,209
Olympia-McKenzie Road 19,438
Port Angeles-Hillcrest 3,652
Port Hadlock-Oak Bay 515
Port Orchard-Evergreen 1,017
Port Orchard-FBC 5,076
Port Townsend-San Juan 7,339
Rainier-Delena 555

Region 3

Randle-Reconciled 3,559
Scappoose-Creekside 2,296
Sequim-FBC 9,666
Silverdale-Clear Creek 1,963
Silverdale-Kitsap Christian 750
Toledo-FBC 11,494
Vaughn-Key Peninsula 500
                                                                                  
Total: 179,682

 

Region 3 J-J 21
Beavercrk-NW Contexture 1,671
Beaverton-FBC 5,178
Beaverton-Global 50
Beaverton-Iglesia Bautista 3,351
Beaverton-New Creation 1,228
Beaverton-Trinity Ch & Min 182
Bethany-Redeeming Grace 200
Bingen-FBC 728
Boring-Iglesia Vida Nueva 2,683
Clackamas-Trinity 7,758
Estacada-Clackamas Vly 1,683
Forest Grove-The Crossing 727
Goldendale-Columbus Ave 13,230
Gresham-Pathway 39,161
Gresham-Punto de Gracia 150
Hillsboro-New Life 3,157
Hood River-Tucker Road 2,031
Klickitat-Klickitat Valley 996
Lake Oswego-Lake Bible 500
McMinnville-Grace 940
McMinnville-Valley 10,882
Newberg-Chehalem Valley 15,326
Odell-FBC 908
Portland-Korean FBC 500

Prtld=Mien Fellowship 200
Prtld-Antioch Christian 1,100
Prtld-East Bridge 855
Prtld-Flavel Street 350
Prtld-Garden Church 5,236
Prtld-Hope International 4,523
Prtld-Kaleo Communities 300
Prtld-Mill Park 4,802
Prtld-New Life Intnl 750
Prtld-Peninsula 300
Prtld-Rejoice 712
Prtld-Sojourn Community 342
Prtld-Solid Rock 6,218
Prtld-The Common 724
Prtld-Woodstock Com 3,000
Prtld-Zomi Bethel 2,100
Ptld-OneHope 1,266
Ridgefield-GO 11,557
Rufus-Bapt Ch at Rufus 1,845
The Dalles-Emmanuel 2,768
Tigard-Hall Blvd 8,909
Tigard-Japanese Intnl 1,000
Tillamook-Life Change 4,421
Vancouver-Arabic 220
Vancouver-CrossPointe 15,981

Vancouver-Evergreen 3,947
Vancouver-Family Network 510
Vancouver-Gathering Place 800
Vancouver-Grace 1,073
Vancouver-Gtr Faith MBC 340
Vancouver-Iglesia Belen 267
Vancouver-Korean 200
Vancouver-Project Truth 1,000
Vancouver-Revival 750
Vancouver-River City 1,055
Vancouver-Song of Hope 300
Vancouver-Trinity 1,871
Vancouver-Ukrainian 300
Vancouver-Vietnamese 480
Vancouver-Vietnamese Heart 575
Wilsonville-Creekside 5,622
                                                                                  
Total: 211,791

 

Region 5

Region 4 J-J 21
Albany-Calvary 1,249
Albany-Knox Butte 80
Albany-Nueva Esperanza 230
Bend-River Woods 120
Bend-Summit Community 668
Corvallis-Branch 3,231
Corvallis-Grant Avenue 14,557
Corvallis-Pioneer Church 2,983
Cottage Grove-Calvary 2,745
Cottage Grove-Hope 167
Creswell-New Hope 20,677
Crooked River - Twin Rivers 1,431
Dexter-Dexter Baptist 3,009
Dorris-FBC 300
Eugene-Fairfield 16,398
Eugene-Harvest Comm 1,600
Eugene-Japanese 142
Eugene-Riviera 4,715
Florence-FBC 1,100
Glendale-Glendale 1,038
Grants Pass-Solid Rock 2,343
K Falls-Ch on Homedale 14,429
Keizer-Cristiana Renuevo 2,481
La Pine-Whispering Pines 815
Lakeview-Trinity 1,976
Lebanon-Iglesia Biblica Intl 220
Lebanon-Trinity 1,134
Lincoln City-Pacific 429
Madras-FBC 2,031
Medford-Living Hope 2,961

Medford-Lozier Lane 2,156
Medford-New Horizon 1,327
Monmouth-Cultivate 2,275
Newport-Calvary 925
North Bend-FBC 1,000
Phoenix-FBC 2,658
Prineville-Calvary 4,487
Prospect-Prospect 735
Redmond-Highland 88,238
Reedsport-Highlands 1,768
Rogue River-Grace 5,290
Roseburg-Vine Street 8,783
Salem-Capital 11,092
Salem-Living Water 423
Siletz-Sacred Ground 404
Springfield-East Side 6,515
Springfield-Trinity 4,026
Sweet Home-Freedom 1,414
Terrebonne-Smith Rock 4,030
Toledo-FBC 772
Waldport-FBC 1,500
Warm Springs-Warm Sprgs 1,715
White City-Trinity 600
Winston-Community 6,541
Yachats-Yachats 450
                                                                                  
Total: 264,383

 

Region 5 J-J 21
Airway Hts-Airway Hts 9,365
Airway Hts-Spokane Rock 100
Benton City-FBC 2,283
Boardman-FBC 500
Brewster-Calvary 1,200
Burbank-Trinity 1,892
Cashmere-Evergreen 5,837
Cheney-Fellowship 2,962
Clarkston-SonRise 3,087
Coeur d'Alene-Pathway 5,200
Dayton-Faith Chapel 550
Deer Park-FBC 855
E Wenatchee-Eastmont 27,500
Ellensburg-Chestnut St 16,587
Greenacres-Greenacres 700
Harrison-Community 3,900
Heppner-Willow Creek 3,906
Hermiston-Grace 1,210
Hermiston-New Beginnings 1,053
Kellogg-FBC 1,472
Kennewick-Crossview 1,200
Kennewick-Finley First 1,400
Kennewick-Hillview 4,828
Kennewick-Kennewick 61,813
Kennewick-Quinault 570
Kennewick-Sola 2,135
La Grande-The Way 1,399
La Grande-Trinity 390
Leavenworth-FBC 8,363
Lewiston-Orchards 4,350
Lewiston-Tammany 17,807
Mead-Crossover 350
Moscow-Trinity 1,500
Moses Lake-Emmanuel 797
Newport-Newport So 5,519
Oakesdale-FBC 842
Otis Orchards-Starr Rd 500
Pasco-Iglesia Bautista 60
Pasco-International 271

Pilot Rock-Life Church 1,484
Prosser-Calvary 743
Pullman-Emmanuel 22,230
Pullman-Grace and Glory 350
Pullman-Resonate 14,644
Quincy-Iglesia Nueva Vida 70
Rathdrum-New Beg 2,640
Rice-Victory 2,289
Richland- Lighthouse 1,500
Richland-Reata Sprgs 5,500
Richland-Richland 96,389
Spirit Lake-Spirit Lake 3,921
Spokane Valley-Dishman 4,990
Spokane Valley-East Valley 2,603
Spokane Valley-The Rock 3,444
Spokane Valley-Valleypt 5,482
Spokane-Crestline 1,267
Spokane-Driscoll Blvd 7,683
Spokane-North Addison 5,291
Spokane-Springhill Bible 1,400
St Maries-College Ave 1,430
Union Gap-FBC 1,322
W Richland-Grace&Truth 7,124
W Richland-Reliance 7,299
Walla Walla-Blue Mt 3,112
Walla Walla-Kairos 1,588
Wapato-FBC 2,450
Warden-First 50
Yakima-Terrace Hghts 2,618
Yakima-The River 3,472
Zillah-Mtn View 3,425
                                                                                  
Total: 422,063
 
 

Region 4

Report only includes churches that have contributed through the 
Northwest Baptist Convention June 2021. A full report of all NWBC 

churches is available at www.gonbw.org/cp/

... partnering with more than 47,000 churches to make Christ known at home, across the nation, and around the world.
Cooperative Program & Missions NW Giving
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By Sheila Allen

now by considering the wide variety of needs they 
could help meet. Some possibilities include VBS, 
English teaching, street evangelism, basketball 
and ultimate frisbee ministry, theological training, 
pastoral care, fly-fishing outreach, motorcycling 
ministry, and more. English-speaking opportunities 
abound, and some are even available virtually for 
those who are not able to travel, according to Rose 
Waligora.

“Post-COVID opportunities abound all across 
APAC and we ask that churches begin now to 
plan, prepare, and pray for the vast numbers of lost 
people,” she said.

Preparation can include completing training for 
mission teams such as the “Deepen Discipleship” 
and “Explore Missions” studies found at www.imb.
org. Mission teams can also begin to work with 
IMB missionaries to get specialized orientation and 
training via online platforms.

Nearly 45,000 people across the new APAC 
affinity die daily without the saving knowledge of 

Jesus, and that knowledge weighs heavily on IMB 
missionaries given the privilege of serving in APAC 
countries. Bringing the light of the gospel to such 
overwhelming darkness would not be possible 
without the generosity and support of Southern 
Baptist Convention churches in America.

Wally Waligora said that even as he looked ahead to 
the opportunities and needs of the new affinity, he 
was so grateful for the many ways NWBC churches 
have already supported and served alongside IMB 
personnel in East Asia throughout the years.

“It refreshes us and glorifies God when we partner 
together,” he said. “We want to express our gratitude 
for the sacrificial ways [Northwest Baptists] support 
us. “God can do so much through 60 churches who 
serve a great God for His purposes around the 
world.”

For more information regarding specific mission 
trip opportunities, contact David Gass at govols@
mailzone.com
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GATEWAY SEMINARY’S MISSION IS 
EXEMPLIFIED IN BIBLICAL DIVERSITY 

AND BY A SIGNIFICANT GRADUATION 
MILESTONE, PRESIDENT JEFF IORG TOLD 
MESSENGERS ATTENDING THE SOUTHERN 
BAPTIST CONVENTION ANNUAL MEETING 
IN NASHVILLE, TN, BACK IN JUNE.

“Gateway is your daily demonstration of the power 
of the gospel to unify people from a wide variety of 
cultural and racial perspectives,” he said.

Iorg said in the past semester the seminary offered 
master’s level courses in English, Korean and 
Mandarin, 
and diploma 
training at 
its learning 
centers in 
English, 
Korean, 
Spanish, 
Burmese, 
Cantonese, 
Chin, Thai, 
Lao, Karen, 
Main, 
Nepalese, 
French, 
Haitian-Creole, Hmong, Vietnamese and Mongolian.

Significantly, Anglo students have comprised less 
than 50 percent of Gateway’s student body for more 
than 25 years.

“We have current employees who are African 
American, Mexican, Romanian, Chinese, Korean, 
Pacific Islander, Filipino, Australian, Zambian, 
Taiwanese and Anglo,” Iorg said.

“Because of this diversity, Gateway has been 
addressing racial issues and the global problem of 
racism for decades.”

Iorg said Gateway faculty depend on biblical, 
theological and missiological tools to train students to 
confront racism. He told messengers that following 
his April report to Gateway trustees, a trustee asked 
if the seminary could produce a document detailing 
how faculty address racism in the classroom.

“Our faculty responded to this request with pages 
of examples of how they address racism and racial 
issues throughout the curriculum – from biblical 
studies to theology to church history to counseling 
to spiritual formation to early childhood development 
and every discipline in between,” Iorg said. The 
document is available at gs.edu/curriculum.

Iorg shared a personal story, relating his invitation 
to serve as the first Anglo elder of a historic African 
American church, Mt. Zion Baptist Church in Ontario, 
CA. “My relationships with the leaders at Mt. Zion 
have become a profound source of spiritual strength 

for me,” he 
said.
“For the past 
six years, 
we have 
been tithing 
our income, 
helping start 
a second 
site, going 
to prayer 
meetings, 
and giving to 
the building 
program. Ann 

(Iorg’s wife) teaches Sunday School, and I preach a 
few times each year.

“It has been a life-changing experience to build 
leadership credibility in a church where we are 
learning new ways of being the church as white 
minority members within a majority black culture.”

Iorg asked messengers to share in celebrating 
Gateway’s 10,000th graduate, Yoon Sagong. Sagong 
earned the master of divinity and serves as a pastoral 
intern alongside a Gateway faculty member in a 
southern California church plant.

“Some of you may be surprised [by 10,000 
graduates] because you think of Gateway Seminary 
as your small seminary out West. We are now a 
leader-producing powerhouse making a global 
impact,” he said.

GATEWAY
 MARKS

 DIVERSITY, 
MILESTONE

By Tyler Sanders



23JULY/AUGUST 2021 Northwest Baptist Witness  

lawn and want to do my part to help the church, 
although they don’t ask anything of us. I have 
enjoyed going to Sunday services and listening 
to the pastor.”

Neighbors at the nearby elementary school have 
now joined in to support the homeless ministry 
and had a drive to donate 5,000 items including 
socks, hand warmers, hygiene items and boxes 
of food. Anderson encourages other church 
leaders to do a trial run parking lot ministry for a 
month and take to heart the question of “who is 
my neighbor.”

 “When you don’t have support the drug 
community will adopt you any day,” Anderson 
suggested. “Everyone has a different life story 
and this is low hanging fruit for those who 
just have a car. You have to trust people to do 
ministry although it doesn’t come without issues, 
as we just recently had to ask a guest to leave 
for volatile behavior. The homeless ask ‘where 
is my family’ and we are crossing boundaries to 
meet needs.”

By Sheila Allen

Continued from pg.9 
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