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VIEWPOINT by Randy Adams, Executive Director
JESUS' PROMISE ENABLES BELIEVERS TO SUFFER WITH JOY

I

N MY DAILY BIBLE READING RECENTLY I
READ A VERSE THAT HAS LONG INTRIGUED
ME: “WHEN HIS FAMILY HEARD THIS, THEY
SET OUT TO RESTRAIN HIM, BECAUSE THEY
SAID, ‘HE’S OUT OF HIS MIND’” (MARK 3:21).
THIS IS A REFERENCE TO JESUS’ FAMILY AND
WHAT THEY THOUGHT ABOUT HIM. JESUS’
OBEDIENCE TO HIS HEAVENLY FATHER
LOOKED LIKE CRAZINESS TO HIS EARTHLY
FAMILY, AT LEAST FOR A TIME.
Already Jesus had healed the paralytic who was
lowered through a hole in roof by four friends. He’d
cast out demons, healed many sick, cleansed lepers,
forgiven sin, and spoke with amazing authority. The
opening chapters of Mark read like an action-packed
thriller, with our Hero moving quickly, yet purposefully,
leaving in his wake great numbers of people awed
and blessed by him. At least that’s the way I read it,
this side of the cross and resurrection.
But Jesus’ family was worried about the powerful
enemies he was making. There was much they
didn’t understand, including the fact that mockery,
suffering, and the cross was part of the Father’s plan.
No follower of Jesus can ever be compared to him.
That’s like comparing a speck of dust to the glory
of a starry night. Still, like Jesus, our efforts to obey
the Father can seem crazy to some, maybe even our
own family. This has been true for every generation,
in every location under the sun. There’s nothing
special about us when it comes to some thinking
we’re a little crazy. It’s clear, however, that many are
becoming hostile to the beliefs and practices of
Bible-believing, Jesus-loving Christians.
In light of this, there’s an element of discipleship we
sometimes forget -- suffering. We need to teach
believers that suffering is expected for those who
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obey Jesus. Peter writes, “If you should suffer for
righteousness, you are blessed. … For it is better to
suffer for doing good, if that should be God’s will,
than for doing evil” (1Pet. 3:14-17).
One of the formative things we did with our sons
was taking them to places where Christians suffer.
Bangladesh, Mexico, Peru and China were such
places. In Bangladesh we shared Christ with a
Hindu man who said, “If I do what you want me to do
[meaning give his life to Christ], I might get killed.”
Following continued discussion, my 13-year old son
prayed the most beautiful prayer for that man. We
still pray for Amit as we have his picture hung in our
house.
For much of our lives the United States has been
generally friendly to Bible-believing Christians. Many
schools respected church calendars. Politicians
wanted to be “seen” in church. Biblical morality
was not termed “hateful” when I was a young man.
The thought that a person could lose their job by
expressing Christian teachings was not a concern.
We live in a new day. This newness provides
wonderful opportunities for believers. Some of these
opportunities include suffering. We should expect
this and teach others to expect it. Paul was rescued
from the lion’s mouth, but not the executioner’s
sword. Peter walked on water, but was crucified
head down.
Jesus’ family feared for his safety, thinking him
crazy for placing his life at risk. What they did not
know was that resurrection would follow crucifixion.
Eternal life would be purchased at the cross. Three
days of death would be followed by everlasting
victory.
Jesus’ promise of a place in his Father’s house has
enabled believers to suffer with joy for 2,000 years.
We must not forget that, and we must teach it all
who trust him.
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RGANIZERS OF THE NORTHWEST
BAPTIST CONVENTION’S PARTNERSHIP
WITH SOUTHERN BAPTIST WORKERS IN
VARIOUS EAST ASIA COUNTRIES ESTIMATED
MORE THAN 200 PEOPLE FROM NWBC
CHURCHES TRAVELED VIRTUALLY IN MIDFEBRUARY TO PRAY AND LEARN MORE
ADVANCING THE GOSPEL MESSAGE IN THE
REGION

Participants heard “many testimonies about what
God is doing here in East Asia through their giving
and sending,” noted IMB worker," noted Tony*.
Following the testimonies, IMB workers and local
representatives led those online in praying for
specific needs in various countries and among
people groups there.

“We are very thankful for this East Asia virtual
missions event,” said Jeff*, one of the leaders of
the IMB’s East Asia Peoples Affinity Group. “We’re
hoping it inspired and encouraged the NWBC
churches.

“To me, the East Asia Partnership is what the
Cooperative Program is all about,” said Walker.
“We pray for them they pray for us and we work
alongside them -- all of us working together for the
glory of God’s kingdom.” The Cooperative Program
is Southern Baptists’ primary funding system for the
denomination’s mission efforts locally, nationally and

Pastor Rob Walker of New Hope Baptist Church
in Creswell, OR, was one of two NWBC pastors
speaking during the gathering about the importance
of global mission and the impact of the partnership
on the church.

NWBC 'WALKS' THROUGH EAST ASIA ON VIRTUA
Over the last six years of the formal partnership,
teams of volunteers from multiple NWBC churches
have served IMB workers abroad in various large
events and other outreach projects. A number of
congregations have established local partnerships
among different people groups in Asia.
February’s online “tour” allowed about two dozen
International Mission Board workers, along with
local partners, to talk about their work and share
requests for help in four countries – Japan, Korea,
Taiwan and Mongolia. While many people viewed
the event individually on personal devices, other
churches hosted “watch parties” with larger groups.
Richland (WA) Baptist Church, for example, had
more than 20 people taking part in the event in its
church building. “It was a great presentation,” said
Scott Wells, the church’s minister if music.
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around the world.
“As we became involved in church planting is Asia, it
moved us to begin planting churches more locally,”
he added.
Joe Flegal, the NWBC’s director of evangelism and
church health, participated in the virtual tour and
affirmed New Hope’s work in the site’s chat forum:
“Rob Walker is doing an incredible job in leading
New Hope Baptist Church in reaching people in
their community, starting new churches, and serving
internationally.”
Mark Ford, the church planter and founding pastor
of Go Church in Ridgefield, WA, shared online the
impact of prior missions involvement in his life and
the importance of the EA partnership:

“About 30 years ago, I was in Japan. I saw a young
girl worshipping Buddha. I could not stop crying.
I could not speak to tell her anything. I told my
daughter this story when she was about 8 years
old. She said, ‘Don’t worry Daddy, I will go there.’
She did not go there, but she did become an IMB
missionary. She is now at this moment in Oaxaca,
Mexico. Her Daddy’s heart still breaks for Japan. I
have not been back, but that may change.”
Tony* urged participants to consider all the ways
they could find get involved in the effort.
“Some will be called to physically ‘go,’ but we are
all called to play a part,” he noted. “There are many
opportunities for partnership … whether that is here
in East Asia or right there in your own back yard!
Pastor Dustin Hall of Kennewick (WA) Baptist
Church was a team member of the first vision trip
to Asia seven years ago to explore the possibility
of the convention establishing a formal partnership

AL TOUR
with IMB workers. He spoke about his experience.
“It was a joyful, hard, humbling and exhilarating
journey,” he said. “To experience the humility of our
missionaries on the field was life changing for me
and we have a friendship that’s spans time zones
and continents.”
The Kennewick church participates regularly in
projects with local believers in its local church
partnership.
“We have been richly blesse by the opportunities
given us by this partnership,” Hall said.
“We can do more together than we could ever do
apart. It has fueled our passion to see the gospel go
to the ends of the earth and to have a grander view
of what the Lord is doing among us and through us
and what he promises to bring about in the years to
come.

“The fruit that it has born has been far more than
we anticipated,” he added.
Randy Adams, NWBC’s executive director who
helped initiate the formal partnership, thanked
Northwest Baptists for participating in the virtual
event. “It was wonderful, beautiful and moving,” he
said.
Due to public health restriction related to the
COVID-19 pandemic, numerous missionaries have
relocated for the time being to the United States.
One of them, Brian*, is based in Seattle, working to
reach a large Asian population in the region with the
gospel message and is seeking to NWBC partners
in those efforts.
This summer, from about mid-June to mid-July, Jeff*
and his wife will be in the Northwest to enlist more
NWBC churches in East Asia partnerships.

(IMB Photos)

“We hope to connect with at least 50 Northwest
churches and 50 NW pastors and leaders,” he
said. “We will be out and about a lot and visiting all
around the NW during this connections/mobilization
month.”
David Gass, one of the NWBC’s evangelism
and church health catalysts, also serves as the
convention contact person for the East Asia
Partnership. Northwest Baptists interested in “taking
next steps” in the partnership, can contact him at:
govols@mailzone.com
*(Pseudonyms used for security purposes.)

By Cameron Crabtree
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LOCAL GATHERINGS
OFFER PASTORS
SUPPORT
A
HEALTH PANDEMIC, POLITICAL STRIFE,
RACIAL UNREST AND NATURAL
DISASTERS ROARED IN OVER THE PAST YEAR
LIKE AN UNRELENTING STORM, THE LIKES
OF WHICH MANY NORTHWEST PASTORS HAD
NEVER EXPERIENCED.

Events left many of them feeling emotionally bruised
while trying to lead others and stay the course in
their ministries, according to Lance Caddel, a church
health and evangelism strategist for the Northwest
Baptist Convention.
To help strengthen the church leaders despite
uncertainties moving forward, Caddel helped
organize Shepherd to Shepherd, geographic
gatherings that allow participating NWBC pastors to
talk through the emotional tolls of ministering amid
such harsh and uncertain circumstances.
“I am very impressed with the men who serve as
pastors and leaders in the Northwest,” said Caddel.
“They are godly men who long to please their
heavenly father and fulfil his calling for the churches
they serve. However, even of the last year have
made leading the church and their community very
confusing with people firmed falling on both sides
of several events. These unprecedented times have
led pastors to feel frustrated and unsure how to
move forward.”
The purpose of Shepherd to Shepherd gatherings
is to provide a place for pastors and church leaders
to interact with others who are experiencing and
going through similar struggles. Pastors encourage
and pray for one another while sharing ideas for
handling specific issues surfacing over the last
year, which has opened up conversations to help
develop a path for moving forward. These have
included issues such as safely regathering, when to
bring back church ministries, what things to keep or
let go of moving forward and what current events
have revealed about our church, community, nation
and world as the church presents the hope of the
gospel.
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“The staff of the local church have shown incredible
empathy for the people they leader, often times
shoulding more responsibility than is theirs to
shoulder,” Caddel said. “This along with the need
to make decisions amid the restrictions of Covid
has led pastors to feel more anxious, isolated and
alone than ever before. While they have shown
incredible resilience through it all, it has taken its toll
on each one and their families. Gathering together
and having the opportunity to honestly share their
struggles and concerns with others who can relate
is like a breath of fresh air.
“A crisis doesn’t create the situation, a crisis reveals
the situation,” noted Caddel. “If you take all the
emotion that people are feeling and place that onto
your pastor, who’s responsible for spiritual care
and often the emotional or physical health of their
congregation, it can be overwhelming.”
Caddel said events of the past few months have
produced strong reactions among church members,
placing many pastors in no-win situations.
Caddel said events of the past few months have
produced strong reactions among church members,
placing many pastors in no-win situations.
“Pastors hate losing people, and many have had
difficult conversations or threatening emails
just about the topic of wearing masks,” Caddel
emphasized. “That doesn’t include the wisdom
needed to address when or even whether to resume
in-person services. People are leaving the church
as they come down on both sides of that one issue
alone. I have seen pastors who’ve walked away
under the stress when it becomes too hard on them,
and especially on their family.”
With 13 Shepherd to Shepherd gatherings in
place throughout the Northwest, pastors and other
staff members have the opportunity to share the
emotional toll they are experiencing with others who
understand like few do. So far approximately 125
people have participated in a group.
“When I show up at these meetings, the thing that
has surprised me the most is how close to the
surface their emotions are,” Caddel said. “In some
cases, tears are shed, but always hurt, pain and loss
are expressed. If people could understand the pain
that comes from a family being ripped apart, then
multiply that for your pastor whose church members
are a family that they love.”

Slated for a five month season, Caddel plans to
remain flexible to continue as the need is expressed.
The cost has been minimal for participants, since
the Northwest Baptist Convention has underwritten
the bulk of the expense. Each one receives a
book the sessions launch from called Managing
Leadership Anxiety by Steve Cuss, although the
focus each month is what individuals choose to
bring to light.
'The book does a really good job of explaining
that the gospel is big enough to carry you and
helps identify things that make us anxious that are
contrary to the gospel and what it says in response
to that anxiety,” Caddel stated. “We have had great
discussion about what folks have invested into
technology to keep the process of online services
going. I am so proud of them and what they’ve
accomplished.”
Highs have been born out of the lows for some in
the groups and Caddel has seen people rally around
those who have felt especially beaten up by what
their church is enduring. While some have defenses
raised upon joining the group, Caddel has watched
emotional reactions as they realize that they are in it
together with supporters who understand.
“I am also amazed at the number of people still
coming to Christ and being baptized because of our
recent crises,” Caddel said. “People are spiritually
hungry and seeking during this and that surprised
me. Pastors still have a job to do as we address
personhood issues and moving forward with what
they might do next.”
While Caddel is prepared to resume previously
functioning pastor cluster groups that focus on
church systems, evangelism and growth, he is intent
on pivoting those to continue Shepherd to Shepherd
meetings as challenges present themselves.
“We have to be Jesus in this situation without
leading from behind a façade or being fake and
distant,” Caddel added. “One hundred percent of all
pastors are human, contrary to what some people
believe. Going forward we will continue to looks for
what a win is by defining what’s important now.”
Groups are always open for church staff members
to join and more information can be accessed by
emailing: Lance Caddel at Lancec@nwbaptist.org
By Sheila Allen
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NORTHWEST
MISSION TRIP
LEADS TO NEW
SEATTLE CHURCH

Kevin & Rebecca Gibbs and their son
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EVIN GIBBS WAS A MINISTER TO COLLEGE
STUDENTS AT A CHURCH IN ARLINGTON,
TX, THE FIRST TIME HE TRAVELED TO SEATTLE.
HE HAD CONNECTED WITH SOUTHERN
BAPTISTS’ NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD
TO LEAD A GENERATION SEND MISSION
TRIP THAT FOCUSED ON SEVERAL CHURCH
PLANTS IN THE CITY.
The last week of his summer-long trip, Gibbs spoke
with a mentor who asked a question that initiated a
major transition for him and his family.
“He asked me, ‘Where would you be if money and
resources were not an option?’” Gibbs said. “I lost it
and told him it would be Seattle.”
Gibbs grew up in Austin, TX, and Seattle’s unique
culture reminded him of his hometown.
When Gibbs called his wife Rebecca
to let her know that he felt like God
might be leading them to make a
cross-country move, she said that
God had confirmed the same
thing to her.
“Church planting wasn’t on my
radar when I started leading the
trip,” Gibbs said. “I mostly just
wanted to grow in my ministry
experience by leading a mission
trip.”

They began by
serving those in
their community in
whatever ways they
could, starting with
sweeping the floors
of their neighborhood
community center. After
consistently serving over time, the
community center invited them to meet
there for church.
“God has given us favor in the community so
that people are open to church because of our
connection with the community center,” he said.
Gibbs has trained his team to view their evangelism
as a part of their identity rather than a special
project the church does from time to time. They
find that the members of their community
are searching for hope and meaning.
Whenever others ask Gibbs or his
church members about their lives,
they take the opportunity to talk
about all that God is doing.

“Every
relationship
is a gospel
opportunity.”

That trip took place in 2014. What
struck Gibbs most about his visit to Seattle
then was the key lesson he learned: church planting
requires constant living with “gospel intentionality.”
Planting a new church in a city that needed more
gospel-proclaiming churches required embracing
the gospel as a lifestyle, Gibbs said.
Gibbs and Rebecca served through a residency
with a church in Arkansas and moved with their son
Barrett to Seattle in 2018 to start a residency with
Roots Community Church, a newer church in the
Roosevelt and Ravenna neighborhoods of Seattle.
When the pandemic forced shutdowns of large
groups in 2020, Gibbs led his core group of 13
people to start meeting virtually. They officially
became Discovery Church.

One man Gibbs led to the
Lord had been homeless and
wrestled with the shame of
losing his job to the point that he
would not even share where he
was with his family.

“I got to share the gospel with
him,” he said. “It was an emotional
conversation, and he just realized that he
couldn’t do this life on his own. It was a really
sweet moment.”
Another friend in the city reached out to him to ask
about baptism because he wanted to get serious
about his faith. Gibbs could tell that his friend simply
wanted to step up his religious commitment, so he
presented the gospel using an evangelism tool and
his friend accepted Christ.
“Every relationship is a gospel opportunity,” Gibbs
said. “We’re having tons of gospel conversations,
and I can tell that many people have yet to see their
need. So, we are praying for open eyes.”
By Brandon Elrod, NAMB

“There were a lot of open doors,” Gibbs said. “Where
COVID did close doors – it’s hard to do mass
gatherings and block parties – it has forced us to
equip our people in evangelism and discipleship.”
MARCH/APRIL 2021 Northwest Baptist Witness
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TRAINING
URGES PULPIT
PRIORITY
M

ORE THAN MUSIC OR CHILDREN’S
MINISTRY, STATISTICS SHOW MORE
THAN 80 PERCENT OF CHURCH ATTENDERS
CHOOSE A CHURCH BASED ON THE
QUALITY OF THE PREACHING, ACCORDING
TO RICK BLACKWOOD, WHO RECENTLY LED
NORTHWEST PASTORS THROUGH A TWO-DAY
WORKSHOP ON HIGH IMPACT EXPOSITORY
PREACHING.
A surprising revelation to Blackwood upon extensive
investigation was the scant classroom requirements
for preaching at seminaries across the country,
something he suggested results in turning pastors
into more theologian than preacher.
Blackwood served as lead pastor of Christ
Fellowship in Miami, FL, a congregation of over
10,000, for 23 years and continues as teaching
pastor, but is passionate about passing on skills to
empower others to lead well from their pulpit.
“Often there is a gap between what we want for
our church and the skill to get there,” Blackwood
said. “With 1,500 pastors leaving the ministry
from burnout each month, I want to help people
to develop the skills to lead their church in growth
through their preaching.”
Believing many church members want to follow
strong leaders, Blackwood encouraged participants
at the March conference, sponsored by the
Northwest Baptist Convention, to leverage their
moments before their congregation.
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“Powerful preaching is a skill, not necessarily a
talent, and can get your church unstuck,” Blackwood
stated. “It drove the early church to grow and can
now drive discipleship and volunteer growth as well
as unity. You must make your preaching a priority by
putting your skill and energy into it and protecting
the time you devote to it above all else. This will
require you to train your people to also protect your
time by embracing their own calling.”
Blackwood implored Northwest pastors to begin
their sermons with reading of scripture and then
use powerful stories to generate momentum and
direction to engage their congregation.

“Reading the text establishes authority and I
often have people repeat key words back to me,”
Blackwood said. “But a well-told story grips the
audience’s attention and guides people to your
proposition by intensifying the emotion. Great storytelling is a skill you can acquire and paints a picture
as well as take people on a journey with you.”
As the declaration of the sermon’s main truth, the
proposition is the one main truth Blackwood wants
his listeners to know, which presents a guiding light
for the sermon. Included in the two day presentation
were tips for connecting the sermon from beginning
scripture reading through to a clear message of
steps forward.
“I had lost focus on a few healthy habits in sermon
preparation,” said Steve Peters, pastor of North
Addison Baptist Church in Spokane, WA. “The most
glaring for me personally was that I do my study and
prepare my message from the text without clearly
identifying early what I want people to do as a
result. I’ve put a new card by my desk with the
question, ‘What is the win?’”

Opportunities are in place for pastors to continue
advancing their skills under Blackwood’s tutelage
with continuing levels of workshops offered in the
near future. A level two seminar is slated for April
13-14 and will focus on introductions that are
captivating, powerful and unforgettable. Blackwood
will return to the Northwest July 13-14 for level
three, which will give attendees a mastery of all
sermon components.
More information on future Leading from the Pulpit
conferences is available at nwbaptist.org or by
emailing joef@nwbaptist.org.
By Sheila Allen

“We preachers must never preach an
unclear message,” Blackwood noted.
“That is the unpardonable sin for
preachers and we must ensure
clarity as we are at war for the
minds of people. The sooner
you are clear about your
direction the better and
I suggest you tip your
hand at the beginning
of the sermon about
where you are going
through you stories.”
Blackwood
encouraged pastors
to keep to simple,
clear statements to
clarify what they are
asking of people,
with details for easy
steps forward each
week.

Rick Blackwood
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IGHLAND BAPTIST CHURCH IN
REDMOND, OR, SHIFTED EASILY LAST
MARCH TO AN ONLINE WORSHIP SERVICE
BECAUSE A YEAR EARLIER, CHURCH
LEADERS INCLUDED $30,000 IN THE
CHURCH’S CAPITAL FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN
FOR TECHNOLOGY UPGRADES.
When pandemic restrictions hit the central Oregon
town last spring, the church had the money to
purchase two remote-controlled Panasonic cameras
as well as a new video switcher and sound board.
More recently, Highland Baptist added a full-time
technology director to its vocational staff.
“What’s important is reaching people with the
gospel,” said Pastor Barry Campbell said. He’s led
for 11 years the church where pre-pandemic, more
than 850 people participated in Sunday worship
services.

partnership with other SBC churches we could
never do alone.
“In addition, through our trustee system, all the
agencies that receive our Cooperative Program
funds are accountable to us. The SBC really is very
much a grassroots, combined effort to reach people
worldwide with the Gospel message.”
Highland Baptist focuses on missions during
worship services, in Life Group
settings, hands-on involvement
locally, and short-term trips. It
sponsors a church plant in
the Crooked River Ranch
area, and plans are in
place for another plant
in Bend, both in central
Oregon. Highland Baptist
also has thriving ministries
for married couples and
those with special
needs.
The church offers
three distinct
services each
Sunday: one to
appeal to those
older than 50,
another to young
families and an
acoustic service to
attract still others.
The same message
is given at each
service.

“As we reach people, meet their needs and help
them grow in Jesus, we complete the circle by
encouraging them to live out their faith,” Campbell
said. “Giving to missions through the Cooperative
Program is an important way to do that.”

“We have found
the people in central
Oregon are hungry for
rock-solid Bible teaching,
super applicable and super
simple,” Campbell said. “That is
what we’re known for.”

The 10 percent of undesignated offerings
Highland Baptist allocates to missions through the
Cooperative Program, the way Southern Baptist
churches partner for global mission endeavors, is in
addition to more than $34,000 recently gathered
for the Southern Baptist Convention’s Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering for international missions.

Announcements, short videos and
scriptures that reinforce worship are delivered
via the new technology, which allows for smooth
switching from one camera to another and dozens
of sound inputs. It makes for an appealing online
worship service production.

“At Highland Baptist Church, we believe in giving
to missions, and we find no more trusted way to do
that than the Cooperative Program,” said Campbell,
who also is in his second one-year term as
president of the Northwest Baptist Convention.
“CP gives us an opportunity to do some things in
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About 500 people currently attend onsite worship.
Another 450 or more watch the service of their
choice at home.
“We try to be very intentional about communicating
with people,” Campbell said. “I think it’s the
preaching of the Word that draws people in, but if

you don’t have an organizational structure to find
and keep people, they drift away.
“We try to do a great job of connecting with
people. Even those who watch online. We are very
intentional to include them in our service itself. I’ll
mention them two to three times. We have people
chatting with them during the service and our
communication team follows up with them during
the week.”
Life groups are a vital part of retaining members,

any way you can,” Campbell said. Members are
involved in the local food bank, crisis pregnancy
center, and individual needs they come across that
aren’t being met elsewhere.
Marci and Barry Campbell lead together in local
marriage conferences based on what they have
learned through 44 years of marriage. They also do
couples counseling as their personal ministry.
Campbell and his wife Marci lead together in local
marriage conferences based on what they have
learned through 44 years of marriage. They also do
couples counseling as their personal ministry.
“We model a healthy marriage,” the pastor said. “It’s
a real privilege.”
Pre-pandemic, church members went on five to
seven mission trips a year. This included trips as
part of a large team from the NWBC, which has
a partnership with believers in Asia, plus Peru,
Portugal and Moldova as well as across the Pacific
Northwest.
“There is no question that Highland Baptist
Church benefits from partnership with our state
convention and association,” Campbell said. “These
partnerships give us the opportunity to learn from
and benefit from our sister churches. They give
us access to training and resources we would not
otherwise experience. And sometimes, we have the
opportunity to help sister churches.”

Campbell said.
Life groups
help assimilate
people into the
congregation even
as they help people
grow in their walk
with the Lord and as
Christ-followers who live
missionally.
“When you have as many people
come through the door as we do,
Life groups are essential,” he said.
“We can’t keep track of people without a
strong Life group system.”
One local endeavor is being the final entry in
Redmond’s community parades. Highland members
wear t-shirts with the church’s name, and pick up
trash left behind, as a service to the community.
The church recently gave $2,500 to the city for a
police dog. It invites the community to its Salute to
America festival each summer (except for 2020) on
Highland Baptist’s 12-acre property.

Marci Campbell was a Special Education consultant
with Lifeway Christian Resources for several years
and brought that expertise to Highland Baptist
when the Campbell family first arrived.
Today there is a Life Group for adults with special
needs, a sensory classroom for children, and
children’s teachers are trained to work with special
education students, since several are included in
regular classes. For several years, the church has
sent a team to the New York City area to assist
churches with special needs ministries.
“Another great benefit of giving, praying and going
in partnership with our SBC agencies is that it gives
us the opportunity to see families called out to the
mission field,” Campbell said. “Two families from our
staff have answered that call and are going soon
to serve God, through the [International Mission
Board], around the world.”

By Karen Willoughby

“We encourage our people to be involved in living
out your faith in the community, in the workplace,
MARCH/APRIL 2021 Northwest Baptist Witness
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HYSICIANS TOLD PASTOR BARRY
CAMPBELL MOST PEOPLE WHO
SUFFERED HIS MEDICAL NIGHTMARE IN
DECEMBER WOULD EITHER BE DEAD OR
SEVERELY COGNITIVELY IMPAIRED, YET HE
IS ALIVE, WELL AND BACK TO PREACHING
THREE MESSAGES ON SUNDAYS.
Campbell, pastor of Highland Baptist Church in
Redmond, OR, told the Northwest Baptist Witness
he doesn’t remember much from the first seven
days of his ordeal, but his wife Marci and daughter
Katie fill in the blanks. They were in the hospital
with him as much as they were allowed in the midst
of a pandemic upsurge.

The tale begins with the Campbells driving in two
vehicles in early December from Redmond to take
their daughter to Middle Tennessee State University
in Nashville. The alternator went out on the 2017
Toyota Tundra pickup he was driving near Lincoln,
NE.
Katie and Marci drove on in their car and Barry
waited a day and a half for the repair to be
completed on his pickup.
“This is important to my testimony,” the pastor said.
“For two days I was separated from my family
and on the road in places with no help available
sometimes, a lot of times there was no [telephone]
signal, and certainly no medical support.”
But nothing happened.

PASTOR STRONG
AFTER BRUSH
WITH DEATH
“We followed the ambulance to the hospital and
waited outside for someone to tell us if he was alive
or not,” Marci Campbell told the congregation Jan.
10, the first Sunday she and her husband were back
to Highland Baptist. “It was an hour or maybe two,
but just to know he was alive was enough for us at
that moment.”
Barry Campbell was lifting one end of a bookcase
at Katie Campbell’s new apartment in Nashville, TN,
when he crumpled to the ground. Physicians later
determined ventricular fibrillation (V-Fib) felled him.
“It really was a miracle of God’s grace and timing,”
the pastor told the congregation his first Sunday
back in the pulpit Jan. 10.
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Once at Katie’s new apartment, he began unloading
boxes. For two hours he worked alone, before Marci
and Katie arrived.
And nothing happened.
But later, as he and Katie were hefting a bookcase,
Campbell crumpled to the ground. “With V-Fib, your
heart ceases to beat, to pump blood, and sends out
confused electrical signals,” he explained. “Your
heart starts to quiver instead of beating, and I
stopped breathing.
“In that moment, I learned later, seconds and
certainly minutes are absolutely crucial,” Campbell
continued. “In five minutes, your chances of survival
go way down. After 15, almost no one survives.”

Marci called 911 and when she saw he was turning
blue, the two women started Cardiopulmonary
Resuscitation procedures; Marci began breaths
and Katie began chest compressions. Within
five minutes, an ambulance arrived. Mother and
daughter followed it to the hospital, where they
had to stay outside because of Covid-19 pandemic
restrictions.
They later learned “A young nurse was in the
hospital’s parking lot, praying for a sign that what
she and the others at the hospital were doing in this
fight against Covid was making a difference,” Marci
Campbell said. “She was assigned to Barry that
night. It was his first night.
“They put Barry into an induced coma and wrapped
him in Arctic Sun [temperature management
system.] His heart rate went down to 38 and his

temperature dipped to 88,” the pastor’s wife said.
“The nurse played praise music on her iPad and
sang, and ebbed and flowed with him all night. It
was rocky but by morning he had stabilized. She told
us later Barry was the answer to the prayer she had
prayed before coming on shift.”
Physicians had put Barry into a “deep coma” and
ordered the cooling blanket for him, to bring down
his temperature to 91 and thus minimize brain
damage. The cooling blanket worked too well, and
Pastor Barry’s body reacted by shivering to bring
heat – not a good thing -- so he was paralyzed
three times to stop the shivering. All this his first
night in the hospital.
But within a week the Highland Baptist pastor
received a pacemaker and defibrillator, and after
another week in rehab was sent home Dec. 22 to
Oregon.

“We really think God did an amazing thing,” Barry
Campbell said. “The progress every day was just
amazing and now I’m told I look more healthy than I
did before.”
Unknown to him, Campbell had a blocked artery
in the lower right of his heart. It wasn’t the crosscountry drive, hard work or heavy lifting that caused
his heart to stop. It just happened, and could have
happened any time. His heart got out of rhythm, he
explained.
But Campbell’s brush with death isn’t the main story,
he says -- what he learned from it is.
“Be ready,” he said. “What we
need to be as believers
is to be ready, ready
to meet God,

ready to
stay here,
and ready to go
to heaven.”
The Campbells spoke of
the power of prayer, and of living the miracle of
answered prayer worked out through the medical
team and even the hard work of those who worked
to keep everything as germ-free as possible.
“Trust God,” Pastor Barry said. “I have a new
understanding about what God says when we ask
for a miracle. It’s, ‘Trust Me.’

By Karen Willoughby
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S COLLATERAL ECONOMIC DAMAGE
FROM THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC
BLANKETED MORROW COUNTY IN NORTH
CENTRAL OREGON, MEMBERS OF FIRST
BAPTIST CHURCH OF BOARDMAN ROSE TO
THE OCCASION AND BEGAN MEETING BASIC
NECESSITIES OF LIFE FOR LOCAL RESIDENTS.
Positioned across the street from a health clinic,
Pastor Rick Weiss fielded a call from the clinic
asking about ferrying food to locals who were
hurting due to loss of employment.
A small, but growing town of 4,500 residents,
Boardman joins other towns in meeting the

employment needs of several large companies
including, the Port of Morrow, food processors and
Amazon. But as the demand for fast food took a
nose dive follow COVID restrictions, employer after
employer was forced to cut hardworking employees
from the payroll.
“A church member brought the idea of a food
pantry before the church previously, but received
no headway,” said Weiss, who moved to Boardman
after accepting the pastorate in 2019. “That phone
call launched us to begin delivering food to eleven
homes initially and it just grew each week as the
mayor of Boardman received call after call asking
for assistance.”
A coalition of entities jumped into action with the
church, including corporations and local residents.
“Food processers in the area came on board and
we had nine pallets of frozen potato products
donated at one time,” Weiss stated. “We received
produce from local farms, and a lady in our church
gave proceeds from her husband’s estate after he
passed away. Every week people were bringing in
food and my wife, Shara, and I were going seven
days a week.”

CARING GROUP
MEETS NEEDS
Realizing their level of activity was sustainable,
Weiss and others encouraged the church to join
forces with other community partners and form
the Boardman Food Bank. The group gained
non-profit status by forming as a 501C3, and new
relationships were formed with those involved with
the Chamber of Commerce, local businesses and
more.
“We now have 13 board members of the
food bank and 10 to 15 volunteers
and are open two days a week,”
Weiss said. “Last September a
Lutheran church closed their
doors and we were able to
work out a deal to purchase
their building while raising
enough cash to pay for it
outright.”
Weiss estimates they
provide food boxes for 135
people one day a week and
another 75 on the second
weekday. With donations coming
in, the fledgling group spent up to
$1,200 per month, not including the
donated items. A recent connection to the Oregon
Food Bank will provide an ongoing supply of food
to meet hunger needs in the area.
“We never give out expired food or products that
fall below nutritional standards,” Weiss noted. “With
a Tillamook cheese processing center there, we
have been the recipient of high quality items. One
day we were able to spread a lot of joy by giving
out 200 containers of Tillamook ice cream and
even took it over to a low income area and just
pass it out to anyone we could find.”
The main thing we remind our board and
volunteers of is that God has never left us short,”
Weiss said. “He keeps providing and he will
continue to. We have some non-believers on
the board and they hear the spiritual side of this
endeavor. Shara is the communications person on
the board and she always gives God the credit.”
Meanwhile, money continues to come in, which
has allowed the food bank to purchase a large
refrigerator and two freezers. Rick and Shara
Weiss recently received citizen of the year awards
from the Boardman Chamber of Commerce for
their efforts throughout the year.
By Sheila Allen
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NWBC RELOCATION
PLANS PROCEEDING
N

ORTHWEST BAPTIST CONVENTION
LEADERS RECEIVED A FULL PRICE
OFFER OF $9,438,000 FOR THE NORTHWEST
BAPTIST CENTER LOCATED IN VANCOUVER,
WA, ACCORDING TO RANDY ADAMS, NWBC
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR. CONVENTION
LEADERS ARE MOVING FORWARD WITH
PLANS FOR RELOCATION WITH THAT OFFER
IN MIND, HE ADDED.

The current 38,000-square feet building serves
as the primary facility for multiple NWBC ministry
staff, the Northwest Baptist Foundation and
Gateway Seminary’s Pacific Northwest Campus. It
opened in 1997 on 9 acres.
Last fall, the NWBC executive board voted to
sell the existing facility, purchase land and build a
new, smaller office building elsewhere in the area.
During that meeting the board also authorized
contracts with a commercial realtor and a builder,
both based in Vancouver.
“If accepted and following inspections, the buyer
would like to secure the property by mid to late
July,” reported Adams. With construction of a new
building still not expected to be completed until
next year, one proposal includes the buyer renting
up to about 12,000-square feet back to the
NWBC, “should we choose to do so,” said Adams.
NWBC leaders recently met with City of Vancouver
officials regarding land the NWBC is seeking to
purchase for just over $800,000. The property is
about 5 miles northwest of the current facility.
“That meeting focused on various requirements
and was mostly routine,” Adams informed the
executive board recently. “No big issues.”
He noted a recent meeting with the convention’s
contractor and design team should result in “final
plans and a guaranteed price” by early April. “We
are extremely grateful for the progress on both
fronts,” said Adams.
Adams noted the sale of the current facility is “not
a ‘done deal’ yet, but with a full-price offer on the
table it’s looking really good. Now we continue to
pray for God’s protection and favor as we move
forward.”
By Cameron Crabtree
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NORTHWEST
LEADER
DETAILS SBC
CONCERNS
E

DITOR’S NOTE: RANDY ADAMS,
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE
NORTHWEST BAPTIST CONVENTION
IS AMONG FOUR MEN EXPECTED TO
BE NOMINATED TO A ONE-YEAR TERM
AS PRESIDENT OF THE SOUTHERN
BAPTIST CONVENTION WHEN THE SBC
ANNUAL MEETING CONVENES JUNE
15 IN NASHVILLE, TN. FOLLOWING IS
AN ABRIDGED VERSION OF A Q&A
SESSION ADAMS DID WITH BAPTIST
PRESS IN FEBRUARY ABOUT ISSUES
FACING THE SBC:
The first real encounter Randy Adams had with
Southern Baptists came during his freshman year in
college. Though professing faith in Christ as a child,
he really began to grow in his Christian walk – and
in understanding the Southern Baptist Convention
-- when after getting involved with the Baptist
Student Union [BSU] at Montana Technological
University in Butte.
“BSU played a huge role in my life,” he said, noting
he began to “understand what a Christian is, and
what discipleship is, and what reading the Bible
means.
When the campus director left, he served in the role
as a college senior. During that year, God called
him to a life in ministry that includes 19 years as
a senior pastor in Texas and Oklahoma, leadership
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roles in two state conventions and a heart for
missions.
Adams, who has been executive director/treasurer
of the Northwest Baptist Convention since 2013,
has agreed to accept a nomination to serve as
a one-year term as SBC president when the
2021 SBC annual meeting convenes June 1516. Russell Fuller, a former professor at Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary, plans to nominate
Adams at the gathering in Nashville, TN.
Indirectly, the BSU experience in Montana and
exposure to Southern Baptists changed his parents’
lives, too. Adams is a native of Whitefish, MT, a town
of several thousand nestled in the Rocky Mountains
in the northwestern part of the state, not far from
the Canadian border. When he came to know Christ
as a child in an Assembly of God church, there
wasn’t a Southern Baptist church in town.
But while Adams was a student at Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary after graduating from
Montana Tech, a fellow student went to Whitefish to
explore planting a church. Adams’ parents helped in
the effort, and became Southern Baptists. Several
years later, they became International Mission
Board MB missionaries – and that, in turn, changed
Adams’ pastoral ministry.
While visiting his parents overseas, he “saw lostness
like I’d never seen it before,” and it led him to focus
on missions, first in the churches he pastored and
now in his role with the NWBC. (See related story
on Page 4.)
Along with his duties as executive director, Adams
serves as an elder at Go Church, a church plant
in Ridgefield, WA. Along with several other nonSouth state executives, he has expressed growing
concerns over the changing nature of he historic
partnership between the SBC’s North American
Mission Board and state conventions. He’s been
a vocal critic of what he describes as a lack of
transparency and corruption in several Southern
Baptist entities.
While “Southern Baptists have a great story,” Adams
says, he’d like to help write a new and needed
chapter “in which we’re open and honest with each
other.”
During a recent meeting of SBC state executives at
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Adams
sat down with Baptist Press:

Continued on pg. 21
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OPULAR AUTHOR AND BIBLE STUDY LEADER
BETH MOORE RECENTLY ANNOUNCED SHE IS
ENDING HER AFFILIATION WITH THE SOUTHERN
BAPTIST CONVENTION AND LIFEWAY CHRISTIAN
RESOURCES, RELATIONSHIPS STRETCHING BACK
MORE THAN THREE DECADES.
Moore announced the change in a March 9 interview
with Religion News Service (RNS), but a Lifeway
spokeswoman confirmed Moore decided to change
the publishing relationship in 2019. She added that
the Lifeway team worked with Moore through 2020 to
help with the transition to her organization, Living Proof
Ministries.
“I am still a Baptist, but I can no
longer identify with Southern
Baptists,” she told RNS.
“I love so many
Southern Baptist
people, so many
Southern Baptist
churches, but I
don’t identify
with some of
the things in
our heritage
that haven’t
remained in
the past.”
Moore told
RNS her
perception of
the SBC began
changing in
2016 related to
the campaign and
election of Donald
Trump as president.
Specifically, she cited his
behavior toward women as
revealed in an Access Hollywood
tape and a lack of condemnation from Southern Baptist
leaders.
In May 2018, Moore published a letter outlining her
experience as a woman ministry leader in Southern
Baptist life. She wrote that October 2016 brought
attitudes from “key Christian leaders that smacked of
misogyny, objectification and astonishing disesteem of
women and it spread like wildfire.”
As stories of sexual abuse in Southern Baptist churches
became more widely known after early 2018, Moore
became a leading voice for accountability and healing.
That culminated in her taking part in a panel at the 2019
SBC Annual Meeting in Birmingham, “Sexual Abuse and
the Southern Baptist Convention,” which was attended
by nearly 1,300 messengers, guests and media. But in
the RNS interview, she said by that point, she no longer
felt a part of the SBC.
Though no longer her publisher, Lifeway will still carry
Moore’s books and Bible studies.

AUTHOR SHIFTS
FROM LIFEWAY,SBC
“The positive spiritual influence Beth Moore has had
on the SBC is immeasurable, and I am thankful for her
and her continued ministry,” said Ronnie Floyd, SBC
Executive Committee president and CEO. “God has
used her to shape a movement of women committed to
the local church and the Word of God.
“It saddens me to hear from those like Beth who no
longer feel at home within our convention,” he said. “At
any given time in our convention, there are countless
opinions about theology, ministry and culture. The
Southern Baptist Convention should be a home for
all who share our common mission and doctrine as
outlined in the Baptist Faith & Message, and I am
committed to making it feel like a home for all who
wish for it to be.”
Becky Loyd, director of Lifeway Women, said Moore’s
impact would continue to be felt.
“We will continue to love, pray and support Beth for
years to come,” Loyd said. “We are so thankful that
God has allowed us to be a part of how He has
used Beth to help women engage Scripture in deep
and meaningful ways and help them grow in their
relationship with Jesus Christ.
“Beth helped lay a strong foundation for Lifeway in the
women’s Bible study space that continues to be built
upon by Lifeway authors and teachers like Priscilla
Shirer, Kelly Minter and so many others.” Her first study
presented to Lifeway in the early 1990s was rejected.
But in 1995, one year after Moore founded Living
Proof Ministries, Lifeway published “A Woman’s Heart:
God’s Dwelling Place.”
By February 2015, when she was honored for 20
years with the entity, her studies had reached more
than 21 million people around the world and had been
translated into 17 languages. During that span she had
also conducted 166 Living Proof events, each of which
drew thousands.
From 2001-2016, Living Proof Ministries built its
assets from $1 million to $15 million. But after her
criticism of Trump, Moore’s book sales hit a tailspin as
did ticket sales to her events. Those losses from 20172018 totaled more than $1.8 million, RNS reported.
Moore and her husband Keith are visiting a church they
consider “gospel-driven,” though not tied as closely to
the SBC. In the RNS piece, she expressed a fondness
for Southern Baptists as a people and the editorial and
marketing teams she worked with at Lifeway.
By Scott Barkley
MARCH/APRIL 2021 Northwest Baptist Witness
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Region 4

Region 1
Bellevue-Awakening
Bellevue-Lake Hills
Bellevue-Leaven Church
Bellevue-Well Commun
Bellingham-Living Word
Bellingham-Crossroads
Blk Diamond-Chap Wood
Bothell-Living Spring
Bothell-CrossPointe
Bothell-Seattle Bridge
Burlington-Calvary
Camano Island-Restoration
Clear Lake-FBC
Darrington-Mt View
Des Moines-The Mountain
Edmonds-One In Christ
Edmonds-Rock of Hope
Enumclaw-FBC
Everett-Journey
Everett-Pinehurst
Everett-S Everett Comm
Everett-Silver Lake
Fed Way-First Ukranian
Fed Way-Bethel
Fed Way-Cross Life
Fed Way-FBC
Fed Way-Lifeway
Fed Way-Nine Lakes
Fed Way-SoundSide
Hamilton-FBC
Issaquah-Foothills
Issaquah-Summit
Kent-Bread of Life
Kent-International Christian
Kent-Sequoia
Lake Stevens-Lake Country

J-F 21
1,524
1,066
750
1,083
100
500
1,199
306
2,682
1,328
660
814
300
1,651
821
150
3,551
500
2,188
2,526
800
414
200
300
200
279
600
205
1,754
2,783
3,744
6,862
140
50
1,350
1,000

Lakewood-FBC
12,430
Lakewood-Kaleo Community
79
Lynnwood-Healing
30
Lynnwood-EagleWing
253
Lynnwood-Global Mission
50
Lynnwood-Japanese
313
Lynnwood-Meadowdale Com
50
Maple Falls-Mt. Baker
107
Maple Valley-Hope
22,109
Marysville-Emmanuel
2,046
Monroe-FBC
2,113
Mount Vernon-Christian
574
Mount Vernon-Trinity
1,987
Oak Harbor-Christian Fellow 150
Oak Harbor-Southern
1,229
Puyallup-High Pointe
9,432
Puyallup-South Hill
596
Puyallup-Sunrise
5,218
Redmond-Korean Hope
500
Redmond-Meadowbrook
10,627
Renton-Iglesia Vida
600
Renton-Sunset
4,472
Renton-Trinity
1,250
Saesoon Baptist Church
57
Sammamish-21st Century
268
Seattle-The Hallows
2,000
Seattle-Chinese Southern
5,270
Seattle-CityLight Ministries
250
Seattle-Discovery
218
Seattle-Epic Life
2,626
Seattle-Eternal Joy
238
Seattle-FBC Beverly Pk
1,984
Seattle-Gracepoint
150
Seattlel-Dwelling Place
1,692
Seattle-Living Water Chin
834
Seattle-Loving First
1,000

Seattle-New Covenant
250
Seattle-Roots Community
2,401
Seattle-Thien An
900
Sedro Woolley-Cross Cntry 1,455
Sedro Woolley-Skagit
200
Sedro Woolley-Valley
1,094
Snohomish-Bridge
100
Sultan-FBC
1,235
Sultan-Lighthouse
489
Tacoma-The Pathway
300
Tacoma-Filipino Inter
250
Tacoma-Highland Hill
798
Tacoma-Japanese Intl
1,990
Tacoma-New Beginnings
39
Tacoma-New Hope
73
Tacoma-Tacoma FBC
16,000
Tacoma-VMCM
90
Yelm-First
762
Yelm-Ignite Church
207

J-F 21
1,937
1,343
1,872
3,452
562
2,823
2,893
3,583
455
7,906
614

Longview-Robert Gray
Longview-Valley
Ocean Shores-Faith Com
Olympia-McKenzie Road
Port Angeles-Hillcrest
Port Hadlock-Oak Bay
Port Orchard-Evergreen
Port Orchard-FBC
Port Townsend-San Juan
Rainier-Delena
Randle-Reconciled
Scappoose-Creekside

2,124
4,368
985
8,700
789
162
217
1,638
2,487
252
1,445
732

Sequim-FBC
Silverdale-Clear Creek
Silverdale-Kitsap Christian
Toledo-FBC
Vaughn-Key Peninsula

J-D 21
1,271
50
1,011
894
132
218
1,456
2,470
494
394
6,084
9,303
30
1,671
969
134
200
425
2,529
3,986
443
500
100
500

Prtld-East Bridge
Prtld-Garden Church
Prtld-Hope International
Prtld-Kaleo Communities
Prtld-Mill Park
Prtld-New Life Intnl
Prtld-Peninsula
Prtld-The Common
Prtld-Woodstock Com
Prtld-Zomi Bethel
Ptld-OneHope
Ridgefield-GO
The Dalles-Emmanuel
Tigard-Hall Blvd
Tillamook-Life Change
Vancouver-Ukrainian
Vancouver-Arabic
Vancouver-CrossPointe
Vancouver-Evergreen
Vancouver-Family Network
Vancouver-Grace
Vancouver-Gtr Faith MBC
Vancouver-Iglesia Belen
Vancouver-River City
Vancouver-Trinity

215
3,526
1,521
100
1,736
300
150
314
2,500
900
300
3,639
1,511
3,488
1,322
100
80
4,553
1,692
170
604
290
46
264
230

Vancouver-Vietnamese
160
Vancouver-Vietnamese Heart 200
Wilsonville-Creekside
1,966

Total:
165,813

Total:

4,831
575
600
4,458
200
62,005

Region 3
Beaverton-FBC
Beaverton-Global
Beaverton-Iglesia Bautista
Beaverton-New Creation
Beaverton-Trinity Ch & Min
Bingen-FBC
Boring-Iglesia Vida Nueva
Clackamas-Trinity
Estacada-Clackamas Vly
Forest Grove-The Crossing
Goldendale-Columbus Ave
Gresham-Pathway
Gresham-Punto de Gracia
Hillsboro-New Life
Hood River-Tucker Road
Klickitat-Klickitat Valley
Lake Oswego-Lake Bible
McMinnville-Grace
McMinnville-Valley
Newberg-Chehalem Valley
Odell-FBC
Portland-Korean FBC
Prtld-Flavel Street
Prtld-Antioch Christian

20

J-F 21
532
40
145
20
3,231
7,239
1,132
1,002
131
6,472
164
5,561
56
1,626
500
414
839
8,337
1,125
606
60
341
429
813
1,642
539
1,601
925
400
1,111

Prineville-Calvary
1,723
Redmond-Highland
23,844
Reedsport-Highlands
861
Rogue River-Grace
2,405
Roseburg-Vine Street
4,007
Salem-Capital
3,821
Salem-Living Water
138
Siletz-Sacred Ground
194
Springfield-East Side
2,854
Springfield-Trinity
1,169
Sweet Home-Freedom
413
Terrebonne-Smith Rock
1,170
Waldport-FBC
750
Warm Springs-Warm Sprgs
595
White City-Trinity
200
Winston-Community
6,541
Yachats-Yachats
250

J-F 21
3,407
695
500
600
1,892
871
482
1,000
350
309
9,167
6,501
300
1,650
1,103
532
471
182
400
600
1,421
14,881
260
4,634
1,399
121
2,843
1,744
5,859
100
150
750
797
2,327
377
200
30
166
1,484

Prosser-Calvary
278
Pullman-Emmanuel
13,634
Pullman-Grace and Glory
150
Quincy-Iglesia Nueva Vida
70
Rathdrum-New Beg
342
Rice-Victory
510
Richland-Reata Sprgs
1,833
Richland-Richland
30,815
Spirit Lake-Spirit Lake
1,616
Spokane Valley-Dishman
1,743
Spokane Valley-East Valley
838
Spokane Valley-The Rock
1,777
Spokane Valley-Valleypt
2,047
Spokane-Crestline
630
Spokane-Driscoll Blvd
3,053
Spokane-North Addison
2,668
St Maries-College Ave
416
Union Gap-FBC
480
W Richland-Grace&Truth
2,336
W Richland-Reliance
2,223
Walla Walla-Blue Mt
427
Walla Walla-Kairos
169
Wapato-FBC
1,010
Yakima-Terrace Hghts
1,384
Yakima-The River
2,327
Zillah-Mtn View
370

Total:

97,966

Region 5

Region 2
Bremerton-Kitsap Lake
Bremerton-Sonshine
Castle Rock-FBC
Chehalis-Dayspring
Elma-Bethany
Forks-FBC
Kalama-Kalama
Lacey-FBC
Longview-Beacon Hill
Longview-FBC
Longview-Highlands

Albany-Calvary
Albany-Knox Butte
Albany-Nueva Esperanza
Bend-River Woods
Corvallis-Branch
Corvallis-Grant Avenue
Corvallis-Pioneer Church
Cottage Grove-Calvary
Cottage Grove-Hope
Creswell-New Hope
Dexter-Dexter Baptist
Eugene-Fairfield
Eugene-Japanese
Eugene-Riviera
Florence-FBC
Glendale-Glendale
Grants Pass-Solid Rock
K Falls-Ch on Homedale
Keizer-Cristiana Renuevo
Lakeview-Trinity
Lebanon-Iglesia Biblica Intl
Lebanon-Trinity
Lincoln City-Pacific
Madras-FBC
Medford-Living Hope
Medford-New Horizon
Monmouth-Cultivate
Newport-Calvary
North Bend-FBC
Phoenix-FBC

Total:
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67,141

Airway Hts-Airway Hts
Benton City-FBC
Boardman-FBC
Brewster-Calvary
Burbank-Trinity
Cheney-Fellowship
Clarkston-SonRise
Coeur d'Alene-Pathway
Dayton-Faith Chapel
Deer Park-FBC
E Wenatchee-Eastmont
Ellensburg-Chestnut St
Greenacres-Greenacres
Harrison-Community
Heppner-Willow Creek
Hermiston-Grace
Hermiston-New Beginnings
Kellogg-FBC
Kennewick-Crossview
Kennewick-Finley First
Kennewick-Hillview
Kennewick-Kennewick
Kennewick-Quinault
Kennewick-Sola
La Grande-The Way
La Grande-Trinity
Leavenworth-FBC
Lewiston-Orchards
Lewiston-Tammany
Love Tree Church
Mead-Crossover
Moscow-Trinity
Moses Lake-Emmanuel
Newport-Newport So
Oakesdale-FBC
Otis Orchards-Starr Rd
Pasco-Iglesia Bautista
Pasco-International
Pilot Rock-Life Church

Total:

143,703

January through February Budget vs. Actual Comparison
Budget
Actual
Variance
$492,404
$540,337
$47,933
Report only includes churches that have contributed through the
Northwest Baptist Convention January - February 2021. A full report of
all NWBC churches is available at www.gonbw.org/cp/

Baptist Press What do you want the average Southern Baptist to
know about Randy Adams?

Baptist Press What, in your mind, is the biggest issue facing the
SBC?

Adams -

Adams The foundational issue is a lack of trust. Trust and
goodwill really undergird cooperation, everything we
attempt to do together, partnership. Where there
is little or no trust, you just can’t work together. A
lot of people talk about unity. Trust is before unity.
Unity requires trust. And (that’s) built through
transparency and accountability, so that’s why I
see trust as coming before those things that we all
esteem to and desire for our convention

I love Jesus. I love my family. I feel a sense of
responsibility to our convention because of what the
convention has meant to me and to our Northwest
Baptist Convention. Southern Baptists have a great
story with many bright spots and some dim and dark
areas in our history, as well. It’s time to write a new
chapter in the story and I hope to help write that
new chapter, one in which we’re open and honest
with each other and transparent. It would be one in
which we build back our missionary effectiveness.
It’s the mission that’s motivated me most to do
this. I feel a great burden for the way our mission
effectiveness has declined.
We’ve got almost 2,000 fewer international
missionaries than we did a decade ago. We’ve got
baptism rates at the level we had during the Great
Depression. So much has gotten off course in the
last decade, but it’s not inevitable that we continue
down a path of decline.
If we do the right things, we can write a beautiful
chapter in the part of our history. I want to be a part
of that because of what Jesus has done for me
and what Southern Baptists mean to me and what
they’ve done for me. I raised my kids in Southern
Baptist churches. My kids are both involved in
church plants. I’m involved in a church plant, a
member of a church plant.

Baptist Press If elected SBC president, how would you move
toward achieving trust and unity?
Adams Transparency puts the cards on the table. People
can see where the money is spent specifically
-- transparency in our performance, dealing with
reality. Sometimes we don’t really look back to see:
what are the consequences of our decisions and
where have those brought us to. Then, hold each
other accountable in regards to our performance
and our financial dealings.
Participation is key. We need to expand participation
beyond a handful of people and even beyond the
people with the resources to travel to the SBC
every year. One of the things I’ve advocated for is
some type of remote system in the annual meeting.
That doesn’t necessarily mean a guy sitting at home
voting via his computer. It could be remote locations,
state convention [or] perhaps an association setting
up a remote location where people can come, have
an experience together in that place and vote.
Continued on pg. 22
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Baptist Press What makes you uniquely positioned to serve as
SBC president?
Adams One, I was in pastoral for 22 years. I’m no longer
serving as a pastor of a local church, but I believe I
have a pastor’s heart. In denominational life, which
I’ve been in now for almost 16 years, I’ve been an
interim pastor of nine churches – which, in those
situations, helping churches work through issues in
preparation to call a new pastor. So I’ve seen things
work from the local church as an interim, and then
from the state convention level. What I learned at
Oklahoma [serving with Oklahoma Baptists] was
very, very important, because I was the liaison both
to North American Mission Board
and the International Mission
Board.
I was the team leader
of the church
outreach team
which comprised
collegiate ministry,
evangelism,
church planting,
Woman’s
Missionary Union
and women’s
ministry, disaster
relief and
missions -- all
the good stuff,
all the fun stuff.
I learned how
the denomination
functions.
I also was a liaison in
some measure to our
associations, something that
is really important. As a pastor,
I was always involved in the local
association. The director of missions was my
friend and was often helpful in my ministry. At the
state level, I learned the strategic importance of
the association, because we did some big things.
If we worked closely with the DOM and the local
association, things went far, far better. We got
much more engagement and involvement from the
churches, because they know and trust the DOM.
We developed associational partnerships. In
Oklahoma during those years, the associations that
saw increases in baptisms, in church plants, Sunday
school growth were the ones where we had these
state and association partnerships. Strategically,
I learned a great deal about the importance of
partnership between the state and the association.
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The North American Mission Board, back in those
days we were their customer. So NAMB, they are
charged to help the churches. But NAMB cannot
help 47,000-plus churches. They worked through
the state convention. The state convention was the
customer. The customer for the state convention
was the local association and the local church. But
we understood we would not work with nearly as
many churches if we weren’t working closely with
the association. If we could make that happen, we
would affect far more among the churches.
Baptist Press With the tension between our diverse groups in
the convention, especially with African Americans,
how would you foster cooperation between diverse
groups as president?
Adams In the Northwest, a third of
our churches – about 150
-- worship in a language
other than English. Korean,
Spanish, Russian,
Vietnamese -- those
are our top language
groups. So we work
with all of those. But I
think one of the things
we sometimes miss
is sitting at the table
together and really
trying to understand
the heart and the
experience of the other
person. So with some
of what we’ve seen right
now happening, we may
not understand where the
other person is coming from
of a different culture. But even
if we’re mostly right about the
issue, or maybe fully right, if they’re
not included and involved in developing the
path forward, that doesn’t sit very well.
The first step is getting together and talking to one
another around the table. That’s been our mistake
at times -- the idea that the majority ethnic group
in our country, Anglos, can solve the problems
of the other groups or determine the solutions
for another group of people without sitting down
with them, hearing from their heart, gaining some
understanding of their experience and how they see
the path forward looking. That’s the beginning right
there.
By George Schroeder and Jonathan Howe for
Baptist Press. For the full background report and
interview, go to baptistpress.com and search for
the article posted March 2, 2021

IMB PRESSES
FOR DIVERSITY

As part of a recent emphasis on racial diversity in
missions, the International Mission Board hosted a panel
discussion called “The Future of Missions: Why Biblical
Diversity Matters” Feb. 25.
The conversation is vital to IMB’s vision, said Paul
Chitwood, IMB president.
“The diversity discussion at the IMB will continue
because the Word of God is clear. We need churches
who reflect the people of this world,” Chitwood said.
“These are not singular discussions. We are making a
long-term commitment to support a more racially diverse
missions force around the world.”
The event opened with testimonies from IMB
missionaries and IMB student mobilizer, Adeola Adelere,
who was born in Nigeria and grew up in South Carolina.
“I want to work for people that want to move forward,”
she said. “When children who look like me see pictures
[of African American missionaries and me] they can say,
‘Wow. I can do it. I can also be a missionary.’” Adelere
served for two years as an IMB journeyman before
joining the student team in her full-time role.
During the panel, Chitwood noted what the IMB means
when it uses the word diversity.
“When we use the word diversity at the IMB, we are
using it differently than many in the world around us,”

he said. “As a people who
view the world through the
lens of the Bible, we can
best understand diversity by
what we see in Scripture.
Nowhere is that picture
more fully, more powerfully,
more beautifully painted than in
Revelation 7:9. That’s what we mean
at the IMB when we talk about diversity.”
The panel featured missionaries, IMB staff and SBC
leaders.
Jason Thomas, African American Church Mobilization
Strategist for IMB, explained why his assignment to reach
Black churches is so important.
“Nobody is sidelined when it comes to presenting the
church as the Bride of Christ,” Thomas said. “God has given
us all a mandate to fulfill the Great Commission.”
In February, the IMB has showcased stories of African
American missionaries who have been faithful to say
“yes” to God’s call. On Feb. 7, the IMB joined Southern
Baptist churches in celebrating the first annual George
Liele Church Planting, Evangelism and Missions Day, a day
honoring the life and service of the first African American
missionary.
“We need a diverse group of people to engage with a
diverse group that will be represented before the throne,”
Chitwood said. “Every person has a part to play in fulfilling
the Great Commission.”
By Catherine Finch, IMB
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