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VIEWPOINT by Randy Adams, Executive Director
REDISCOVERING THE POWER OF COMPASSION IN MINISTRY
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened,
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and
learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart,
and you will find rest for your souls.” (Matt. 11:28f)
People tired in body and weary in mind want nothing more than the rest Jesus provides. They may not
understand that soul rest is found only in Jesus, but
like C.S. Lewis who discovered “joy” when he met
Jesus, people also discover “rest” when they meet
Jesus.

is always true is amplified today. So, how will you
show compassion toward someone in these difficult
times? Perhaps you could write a note, or make a
phone call, to a senior adult who is a Covid-shut-in.
They haven’t hugged a grandchild, or shaken the
hand of a friend, in almost a year. You probably have
a neighbor in that situation.
Many children are really struggling as well. Perhaps
you could teach a neighbor child a new game?
Maybe an old game that you played as kid?

“Weary and burdened” is an apt description of people
today. Who among us has not felt sad in recent
days? Sadness is often an individual feeling, evoked
by events in our personal lives. But sadness, weariness, describe the mood of the nation, even the
world.

Do you miss seeing the servers at your favorite
restaurant? Recently a couple took us to lunch and
doubled the server’s usual tip. He said, “I know these
folks are struggling. I want to bless them, so I’ve
been doubling my tips the last few months.” Compassion.

Every day I speak with pastors. Every week I correspond with people in other nations. Often they
express weariness. Those who know Jesus have a
perspective and spiritual resources others don’t have.
Still, there is weariness.

Difficulty provides opportunity. We’ve probably never
had a better opportunity to demonstrate compassion
toward people.

One pastor told me that he has rediscovered the
“power of compassion.” He said, “With all that people
are going through, I am seeing that simple acts of
kindness, praying with first responders, thanking a
person for what they do, is received in a more heartfelt way than in times past.
The power of compassion, indeed. I’ve seen it in
neighbors who are grateful for my wife’s ministry to
their children. We’ve heard testimony from believers who have prayed for their nurses while lying in a
hospital bed, prompting tears from one with a weary
heart. We’ve seen gratitude when asking a store
clerk how they are doing, or when showing concern
for a small business owner struggling to stay afloat.
It’s always true that people are hurting. But what
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By the way, I want to thank you, Northwest Baptists,
for how you are caring for your pastors and staff.
These men and women aren’t “bullet-proof.” Some
are very weary and deeply burdened as they care for
their church and family. Sometimes they need to unburden by talking to a godly, biblical counselor. That
is one of the services provided by the Northwest
Baptist Convention, thanks to your faithful mission
giving.
We need healthy leaders to have healthy churches.
When pastors rest their souls in Jesus, and experience compassion from others, they are equipped to
provide ministry to their people.
Even in this difficult day, especially in this day, it is a
blessing to serve Jesus with you in the Northwest.
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CHURCH
MEETS
DESPERATE
NEED FOR
FOOD RELIEF
A

S CURRENT ECONOMIC CONDITIONS LED
TO A CASCADING LACK OF RESOURCES
FOR MANY FAMILIES, SEVERAL CHURCHES
IN LAKEWOOD, WA, STEPPED UP TO FILL A
CRITICAL NEED. SPEARHEADED BY RICHARD
SIMMONS, A MEMBER AND DEACON AT FIRST
BAPTIST CHURCH OF LAKEWOOD, THE COALITION HAS FOUND JOY IN SERVING AND MEETING A BASIC NEED FOR SURVIVAL -- FOOD.
For many years First Baptist members have contributed to Thanksgiving and Christmas food baskets for
those referred to the church by word of mouth. But
the financial crisis driven by the 2020 coronavirus
pandemic has multiplied the need exponentially.
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“Our church has always been very active in the community,” said Simmons of 60-year-old First Baptist,
who is also a Red Cross volunteer that deployed
three times this year for aiding victims of Northwest
wildfires. “But our pastor, Walt Kellcy, had a vision of
more involvement with other churches in the area to
serve more people.”

WE HAD 75 PEOPLE INVOLVED THIS
YEAR AND EVERYONE HAS BEEN
SO WONDERFULLY GENEROUS.
- Richard Simmons

Volunteers at First Baptist Church of Lakewood, WA work with others in the community
to provide 900 food boxes over Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays.
A close relationship developed with Prince of Peace
Lutheran Church in Lakewood in recent years, and
the two churches joined forces to provide 65 food
boxes last year. That seems like a drop in the bucket
compared to the enormous effort in 2020 to provide
over 350 boxes for Thanksgiving and projected 450
boxes for Christmas.
This year four churches cooperated to provide this
expression of love to their community.
“We opened up the referrals to receive names from
church members and 12 local schools this year,”
Simmons stated. “The school counselors manage
who needs these resources for us, which has been
a big help. We have enlisted military personnel at

nearby Joint Base Lewis-McChord, some with very
large families, who have been hit hard by housing
costs that we’ve been able to bless.
"The Lord has opened doors and it just keeps growing and growing.”
Each recipient receives 50 pounds of food, including items for a turkey dinner, vegetables and dairy
products. The churches raised the majority of the
money, although a few businesses, including a local
power company supported the effort financially and
allowed employees to give their time to the cause.
World Vision also donated 350 cardboard boxes to
the food drive.
Continued on page 18
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renewal of the SBC’s Great Commission efforts and
rebuilding trust among the convention’s churches,
entities and other organizations. He’s repeatedly
advocated for a “directional shift” in the SBC and
has written extensively about it on his personal blog
– randyadams.org – and in regular communication
with NWBC church leaders.
Adams emphasized the rationale for his candidacy a
year ago has only strengthened this past year.
“The SBC is in crisis,” he said. “We inherited a cooperative mission system where every church mattered
and could contribute to sharing the gospel around
the world. We are now destroying much of our mission capacity through failures in accountability, selfdealing, top-down centralized strategies, and broken
partnerships.”

H

OPING TO CHART A “PATH FOR REFORMING THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION,” RANDY ADAMS, THE NORTHWEST BAPTIST CONVENTION’S EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
HAS AGAIN AGREED TO BE NOMINATED AS
SBC PRESIDENT WHEN THE CONVENTION
CONVENES THIS SUMMER IN NASHVILLE, TN.
Adams was expected to be nominated for the oneyear term at the 2020 SBC annual meeting, but that
gathering was canceled due to health concerns
about the coronavirus. Thus, previous SBC officers stayed in place for an extra year.
R. Albert Mohler, president of Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary in Kentucky, is
also expected to be nominated again for the post,
according to an October 28 report in Baptist Press.
In 2020, Adams and Mohler were the announced
candidates for the post.
This year, Adams is the fourth announced candidate in the race. Michael Stone, a pastor in Georgia
and immediate past chairman of the SBC Executive Committee, and Ed Litton, a pastor in Alabama,
recently announced their nominations for the office.
Last year, Adams focused attention on the need for
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Adams pledged to confront those issues if elected.
“I will push for transparency and accountability
at every
opportunity and make great
effort to crush corruption,”
he said. “The focus will
be on the mission,
with the Bible
as our
sole

NWBC LEADER
SEEKS REFORM
ACROSS SBC

and
final
authority on all
matters.”

Adams said rebuilding trust
among the SBC churches and entities is crucial for stemming declines in
several key ministry areas in the SBC, such
Continued on page 21

FOUNDATION OFFERS NEW GRANT

T

HE NORTHWEST BAPTIST FOUNDATION HAS
DEVELOPED NEW PROGRAMS TO FURTHER
THE MINISTRY OF NORTHWEST BAPTISTS,
ONE GRANT AIMED AT HELPING “SPREAD THE
GOSPEL IN THE NORTHWEST” AND ANOTHER
PROGRAM TO HELP FAMILIES MAKE A SPIRITUAL IMPACT ON THEIR GRANDCHILDREN, ACCORDING TO CRIS YAW, A FOUNDATION TRUST
OFFICER.
An “Innovative Ministry Grant” hopes to bolster
churches that have innovative ministry ideas, but lack
the “funds, prayer support or people” to help carry it
out.
“NWBF manages a fund that provides grants to
churches and other ministry organizations in the
NWBC who have an innovative idea for reaching the
people and communities of the Northwest for Christ,”
noted Yaw. “The purpose is not to fully fund a ministry, but to assist churches and believers who are
sharing the gospel and serving those around them in
fresh ways.
Information about the loan and an application form
for funds can be downloaded from the Foundation’s

website at nwbaptistfdn.org. Initial application packets will be due to Lori Pengra February 28.
Grants will be awarded by the Foundation board of
directors at its March meeting. Contact Lori Pengra
at lori.pengra@nwbaptistfdn.org with additional
questions.

Another financial program established at the Foundation allows individuals or couples to communicate
with and send Christmas presents after their deaths
to their grandchildren.
Through this program, a gift into a Charitable Remainder Trust allows participants to send a yearly
Christmas gift to grandchildren, along with a letter
they’ve written, for 20 years.
After the 20-year mark, the yearly gift will go to a
church or another Christian charity that participants
specify. The trust can be funded by cash, an Individual Roth Account or other investment account.
For more information about the Christmas program,
contact Yaw at cris.yaw@nwbaptistfdn.org.
By Cameron Crabtree
JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2021 Northwest Baptist Witness
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WMU PARTNERS
FOR PROGRAM TO
'ADOPT' CHURCH
PLANTING FAMILIES

HILE THE CHALLENGES OF STARTING A
CHURCH ARE WELL KNOWN TO MANY,
THOSE WHO MIGHT OFFER ASSISTANCE ARE
OFTEN AT A LOSS TO KNOW HOW TO HELP,
ACCORDING TO LEADERS OF THE NORTHWEST BAPTIST CONVENTION.
But opportunities abound for those who might encourage those in new church plants under the banner of “Adopt a Northwest Church Planter,” a new
initiative to enlist partners for the front line ministry
workers.
With a goal to have every church planter “adopted”
by a local church, mission group or individual, the
pilot program is not highly structured, according to
Natalie Hammond, Northwest Baptist church planting administrator.
“What you do and how you do it is up to you,” said
Hammond. “Someone once described it as ‘doing
the things you would do for your own children or
grandchildren.’”
Those interested will be provided a church planter
catalog which lists new church pastors they can
choose for their ministry focus. Once a church
planter is selected, groups may contact NWBC
Woman’s Missionary Union director Nancy Hall for
more information at nancyjeanhall@gmail.com. Hall
will communicate with the chosen church leader to
help the two parties connect. Suggestions will be
provided as needed for those seeking assistance in
selecting an adoptee.
As the church planters of Living Spring Fellowship
in Federal Way, WA, Haggai and Mary Habila see
great value that might come from outsider supporters.

Ricardo & Menya Barber, and their children Taylor,
Hope, Faith, and Tytus of One Hope Church in
Portland, OR.
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“There are many ways people could encourage
those on a new field, and might include prayer for
and with the planters or sending them encouraging
notes,” said Mary Habila, who also currently serves
as president of the Northwest Woman’s Missionary
Union. “It would be great for supporters to drop by if
Continued on page 17

NWBC LAND
PURCHASE
MOVING FORWARD
N

ORTHWEST BAPTIST CONVENTION LEADERS ARE PROCEEDING WITH PLANS FOR
SELLING THE CURRENT NORTHWEST BAPTIST
CENTER IN CENTRAL VANCOUVER, WA, AND
RELOCATING MINISTRY OFFICES TO A NEW
BUILDING IN A MORE NORTHERN PART OF
THE CITY.
The Northwest Baptist Center opened in 1997 with
offices for NWBC ministries, the Northwest Baptist
Foundation and Golden Gate Baptist Theological
Seminary’s (now Gateway Seminary of the Southern
Baptist Convention) Pacific Northwest Campus. It
comprises about 38,000 square feet on 9 acres.
Since that time, the space needed for fewer centrally-located NWBC staff, smaller in-person enrollment
at Gateway Seminary and options for remote work
is significantly less than what was constructed. The
current building and acreage “have served the convention’s churches well,” said Randy Adams, NWBC
executive director, “but it is far larger than is needed
with current staffing and requirements of the three
partner entities.”
The NWBC Executive Board approved the sale and
relocation during its meeting last September and
messengers participating in last November’s annual
meeting approved an exception to the convention’s
business and financial plan that allowed the convention to incur up to $5 million in debt, if necessary, to
complete the relocation and construction of a new
building for the convention, Foundation and seminary.
NWBC leaders have been in talks with a potential
buyer for the current facility. The commercial realtor contracted to sell the building sale listed it in the

fall for about $9.4 million. If a sale is completed with
those numbers and current expectations for what
is needed for a new building on another Vancouver
site, NWBC leaders expect to have a significant
balance of funds for “continuing investments in
kingdom ministry to our churches” rather than in the
maintenance and upkeep of an aging facility, Adams
noted.
Adams credited hundreds of Northwest Baptist volunteers who built the current office building. “Without question, the effort of the hundreds of Northwest
Baptist volunteers who gave their time and energies
in the construction of the current facility provided for
all of us an asset that helps us move forward into
the future God has in store,” he said previously.
NWBC has an offer of just over $800,000 on a
potential location for a new facility near the interchange of Highway 205 and Padden Parkway in
Vancouver.
“Our contractor is in the process of conducting the
fact-finding that we need to make sure this property
will work for us,” said Adams. “All of the preliminary
investigation is very favorable, including the willingness of the seller to give us very favorable terms.”
Moving forward after the fact-finding phase is
subject to approval by the NWBC Executive Board.
A 120-day “window of opportunity” closes in early
April before needing to forfeit any initial monies if
the convention decides to not purchase the property.
Thus, a special called Executive Board meeting is
expected to convene before then, when the necessary reports about the land and potential building are
compiled, according to Adams.
By Cameron Crabtree
JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2021 Northwest Baptist Witness
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TILL FACING SIGNIFICANT PUBIC HEALTH
RESTRICTIONS AND UNCERTAINTY ABOUT
THE SPREAD OF THE VIRUS CAUSING COVID-19 ILLNESS AND DEATHS, LEADERS OF
VARIOUS NORTHWEST BAPTIST CONVENTION
MINISTRIES HAVE SHIFTED TRAINING EVENTS
TO ONLINE PLATFORMS FOR THE FIRST PART
OF 2021.
In mid-February, a virtual Discover East Asia tour
of four Asian countries will allow participants from
NWBC churches to talk about mission work and
partnership opportunities with various International

This year’s VBS emphasis, “Destination Dig: Unearthing the Truth About Jesus,” cites Jeremiah
29:13 as its reference verse. The initial training
event for VBS leaders takes place March 12-13.
NWBC ministry mentors will host virtual sessions to
inspire and equip VBS directors and volunteers, according to Leigh Ann Stark, the NWBC’s director of
preschool and childhood ministries. The virtual event
will comprise a Friday evening worship rally, followed
by various breakouts and Q&A sessions the following morning. Details and registration information
for the free VBS event are posted on the NWBC
website.

SOME NWBC TRAINING EVENTS VIRTUAL

Mission Board workers and local church leaders. In
addition to the online private workshops, participants
will “intercede for lostness through virtual prayer”
together, according to organizers.
The East Asia event is scheduled for February 17.
Details and online registration forms are available
at nwbaptist.org, the NWBC’s website. The event is
free.
In the major evangelistic outreach for children every
year – Vacation Bible School – churches engaged
families in various ways, from online offerings only to
socially distanced in-person events to packaging of
materials for individual family use.
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The Northwest Women’s Summit will take place
online April 17, from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. In addition
to selected breakout sessions, a general session
will feature Cynthia Hopkins, an author and conference speaker based in Texas. The event – using the
theme, “Steadfast” -- is free and details are on the
convention website.
For now, convention leaders are planning for Oasis, a
retreat scheduled for mid-May on the Oregon coast
for vocational ministers and spouses, is planned to
take place in-person. Information about Oasis is also
on the convention website, nwbaptist.org.
By Cameron Crabtree

NWBC 2020
FINANCIAL
SUMMARY
'ENCOURAGING'
F

OR A YEAR IN WHICH PUBLIC HEALTH
RESTRICTIONS CREATED SO MUCH ECONOMIC UNCERTAINTY ACROSS THE NATION,
PRELIMINARY REPORTS SHOW THE NORTHWEST BAPTIST CONVENTION ENDED ITS FISCAL YEAR IN A “QUITE ENCOURAGING” POSITION, ACCORDING TO RANDY ADAMS, NWBC
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR.
The final 2020 report won’t be official until the annual audit is completed in mid-February, but Cooperative Program gifts from the NWBC’s 500-plus
churches totaled $2,827,703. That’s less than the
$2,920,000 anticipated for the 2020 budget (3.2
percent) and down $33,787 (1.18 percent) from
the $2,861,490 in actual receipts from churches in
2019.
Nevertheless, NWBC leaders celebrated the generosity of churches in a year when restrictions to slow
the spread of a global pandemic kept churches from
meeting in-person for months and other factors that
affected many churches in the Northwest.
“This is quite remarkable considering COVID, the
fires, and all of the social unrest in 2020,” said
Adams. “It is a testimony to the stewardship of
our church members, and the commitment of our
churches, during a very difficult year.

It’s the first year since 2013 for the convention to
experience a decline in Cooperative Program giving
as compared to the prior year, he added.
Cooperative Program gifts are the primary way for
Southern Baptist churches to support church planting, evangelism and church health ministries, missions, Gateway Seminary’s regional campus and
other support ministries in the Northwest. Additionally, 20 percent of Cooperative Program funds are
forwarded to the Southern Baptist Convention’s
Executive Committee for disbursement to the SBC’s
global causes.
One of the financial highlights from 2020, showed
up in the Northwest Impact Mission Offering giving
– churches forwarded $149,872 to the effort, which
surpassed the $140,000 goal to support church
planting, collegiate ministries, evangelism to children
(through Vacation Bible School in NWBC churches),
disaster relief and leadership renewal ministries in
the Northwest.
That total is an increase of almost $34,000 (29.3
percent) over the 2019 offering. “This is the largest
offering in our entire history,” noted Adams. “Again,
faithful, committed mission giving on behalf of our
people and our churches.” Back in November, messengers participating in the convention’s annual
Continued on page 23
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REVITALIZED
CHURCH THRIVES
DURING PANDEMIC

Dan Hager (bottom left) meets with a group of young adults for Bible study. Hager has led
The Cross Church during a transformative period.
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SEASON OF GROWTH HAS BEEN EXPERIENCED BY THE CROSS CHURCH IN
YAKIMA, WA, DESPITE THE INCONVENIENCES
BROUGHT ABOUT BY THE PANDEMIC. UNDER
THE LEADERSHIP OF TEACHING PASTOR DAN
HAGER, THE CHURCH HAS MADE STRIDES
BROUGHT ABOUT BY AN EMPHASIS ON
PRAYER.
One of the original charter member churches of the
Northwest Baptist Convention, which was formed
in 1948, the church then known as Bethel Church,
then First Southern Baptist Church and finally The
Cross Church has seen its ups and down through
the decades.
“This church has a rich history with beginnings in
the early 1930s and has had a significant impact on
church planting in central Washington,” said Hager. “I
came as pastor six years ago during a down time of
major decline.”
With a handful of senior citizens and a deteriorating
building, Hager left a bi-vocational pastorate in Tennessee and fulltime work with a parachurch organization to set his sights on the Northwest.
“I did a lot of traveling with my job and began to have
a burden for the Northwest as I worked here,” Hager
stated. “It is just a wonderful place and I first looked
at church planting but realized that a revitalization
of an existing church might be the better way. I now
look back and see it was the hardest thing I’ve ever
done, but there has been great joy during the process of this church coming to life.”
Hager began preaching at 16 years old and assumed his first ministry position at 19 as youth
pastor. He came across the notice of a pastoral
search for The Cross Church online and reached out
to them. He soon realized that Yakima is radically
different than Seattle and Portland where he had
previously traveled.
“There was no real reason to come as there wasn’t
much money there, but God just gave me a burden
that I couldn’t ignore,” Hager said. “I first focused
on just loving the people of the church where they

were at and developing relationships. We spent lots
of time talking about what the Bible says healthy
churches look like, while fanning the flame to
empower them to want to change. I didn’t force it
but promoted and waited for them to suggest next
steps.”
But Hager is ready to admit that the first two or
three years were awful in some regards.

I WONDERED WHY I GAVE UP MY
PREVIOUS LIFE TO COME HERE AND
ALMOST GAVE UP AT SOME POINTS.
I NEEDED TO COME TO THE
REALIZATION THAT IT WAS NOT
GOOD LEADERSHIP OR MY PLANS
BUT PRAYER THAT WOULD MAKE
THE DIFFERENCE.
- Dan Hager
“I wondered why I gave up my previous life to come
here and almost gave up at some points,” Hager
noted. “I needed to come to the realization that it
was not good leadership or my plans but prayer that
would make the difference. There were endless battles over petty things and arguments that shouldn’t
have happened, but those struggles have morphed
into something else as we’ve grown.”
As they slowly began to grow, first with more senior
citizens, then middle aged folks, it was young families that were the last to arrive. With that growth,
the church first put financial resources into additional staff, which now include an executive pastor,
discipleship pastor and family and youth pastor in
addition to Hager. The church includes many generous givers and highly educated members who have
made other changes possible.
The church has seen significant growth in their youth
and children’s department, and began a reconstruction project of their main building, which was stymied
at times during slow-downs due to the pandemic.
Since resuming in-person services in August, The

Continued on page 19
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BIBLE STUDY EQUIPS FOR
CURRENT CULTURE
I

T’S COMMON TO HEAR CHRISTIANS RESOLVING TO READ THEIR BIBLES MORE AND
ENGAGE IN “DEEPER STUDY” OF THE SCRIPTURES WHEN A NEW YEAR BEGINS. WHEN
BIBLE TEACHER PRISCILLA SHIRER BECAME
CAPTIVATED BY ELIJAH’S NARRATIVE IN 2014,
SHE HAD NO IDEA HOW MUCH THE CHURCH
WOULD NEED ITS MESSAGE YEARS LATER, AT
THE DAWN OF 2021.
In January, LifeWay Christian Resources released
Shirer’s latest Bible study, Elijah: Faith and Fire.
“I didn’t know it would be seven years before I’d release the study,” said Shirer. “In hindsight I can clearly
see how God has providentially aligned the release
of Elijah at this point in history. The church needs
this encouragement now more than ever before.”
LifeWay Women will host the seven-session study
online for anyone around the world to join beginning
February 16.
“We live in a post-Christian era,” said Shirer. “To
choose righteousness, hopefulness and unapologetic faith in Jesus will require a boldness and countercultural tenacity like never before. Elijah’s example
demonstrates how to persist and prevail in difficult
times like these.”
This online experience includes a copy of the Elijah
Bible study book or eBook, limited-time access to
watch the Elijah teaching videos, an online community, as well as exclusive bonus content from Shirer.
Making this virtual experience the first of its kind,
Shirer and her ministry team at Going Beyond will
interact and lead participants through the study
through a dedicated Instagram account.
“Not only are we in a new year when many Christians want to recommit to Bible reading; we’re also

in a season when the church needs to be equipped
to respond in truth and love to the cultural moments
in which we’re living,” said Becky Loyd, director of
LifeWay Women. “And with so many isolated from
Christian community, we want
to do everything
we can to help
bring women
together as they
grow in biblical
truth.”
Shirer is praying that each
participant will
see the thread
of God’s sovereignty in their
placement in
this generation.
“Like Elijah,
we have each
been commissioned to stand
against cultural
tides and point
people back to
the one true
God,” she said. “We cannot be politically correct, and
we will not be applauded or even appreciated if we
do this in the way that Elijah’s example shows. And
yet, I am asking God, by His Spirit, to embolden each
of us to be a public demonstration of His power and
to ignite the private disciplines in our lives that will
enable it.”
Elijah Bible study bundles are available at LifewayWomen.com/ElijahOBS.
By Joy Allmond, LifeWay Christian Resources
JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2021 Northwest Baptist Witness
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VIDEOS PREVIEW SBC MEETING

S

OUTHERN BAPTISTS ATTENDING THE
ANNUAL MEETING IN JUNE WILL HAVE A
CLEARER PICTURE OF ALL THE TRIP HAS TO
OFFER THANKS TO A RECENTLY ESTABLISHED
WEEKLY VIDEO SERIES.
“The Road to Nashville” is co-hosted by Jonathan
Howe, SBC Executive Committee vice president for
communications, and Amy Whitfield, SBC EC associate vice president for convention communications.
Through the videos, messengers will receive more
information on the gathering as well as amenities
available not just at Nashville’s Gaylord Opryland
Resort and Convention Center, home of the annual
meeting June 13-16, but throughout the city.
“Our goal is to engage as many people as possible
and mobilize them to join us in Nashville for the
annual meeting,” Howe said. “The videos will cover
everything you need to know, such as childcare while
you attend the meeting, things to do around the city
and hotel information.”
Typically, about two dozen Northwest Baptists attend
the annual gathering in person while others watch
the meeting’s live stream. This year, more members
of Northwest Baptist churches could be interested
– Randy Adams, the NWBC’s executive director, is
expected to be nominated as SBC president. (See
related story on Page 6.)
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The new weekly videos – the first of their kind to
preview an SBC annual meeting – will continue
into June and include interviews with SBC leaders
covering not only the annual meeting itself, but also
the preceding missions conference and missionary
sending service. New videos will be released through
SBC social media platforms as well as email and
made available on TheRoadtoNashville.net
“The best way to be engaged in our convention is
to be a messenger at the annual meeting,” Whitfield
said. “We want to make it as simple as possible to
prepare for the week so that when everyone shows
up, they know what to expect. I hope it’s a helpful
resource that answers questions, generates excitement and encourages participation.”
Howe, who also co-hosts the weekly podcast “SBC
This Week” alongside Whitfield, said the series will
help Southern Baptists better enjoy their stay at the
annual meeting while completing the important work
of the convention.
“Southern Baptists are at their best when they cooperate for the benefit of missions and sending the
Gospel throughout the world,” he said. “We want to
use this web series as a way to facilitate that cooperative spirit as much as possible.”
By Scott Barkley, Baptist Press

Continued from page 8

they are in the area or offer assistance while the
church planter takes time off.”
A short-term mission trip to the new church location
to assist with vacation Bible school, sports camps, or
English learning endeavors are also options, according to Habila. Giving church planters the opportunity
to share of their work with the adopting church
would also strengthen bonds.

IT IS NOT NECESSARY FOR GROUPS
TO ADOPT A CHURCH PLANTER
FROM THEIR GEOGRAPHICAL AREA.
IT IS ALSO NOT A REQUIREMENT TO
PROVIDE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE.
- Natalie Hammond

Groups have great leeway to think with creativity
when dreaming of ways to assist a young church,

but other options include remembering church planters and their families on birthdays or anniversaries,
shower them with gift cards, provide manpower for
events, prayer walk neighborhoods around the new
church area or provide childcare for a night out.
“It is not necessary for groups to adopt a church
planter from their geographical area,” Hammond
said. “It is also not a requirement to provide financial
assistance. We want to provide an opportunity for
those who would support others outside the walls of
their own church by assisting a church planter who
may be struggling and have significant needs and
benefit from some encouragement. Our goal is to
have every church planter in the Northwest adopted
by someone.”
For more information, contact Hammond at natalie@
nwplanting.com or call 425.640.3676.

By Sheila Allen
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“We had 75 people involved this year and everyone
has been so wonderfully generous,” Simmons said.
“For the Christmas boxes this year all the names
were referred to us by 15 schools all on Fort Lewis.
Enlisted personnel make just enough money that
they don’t qualify for food stamps. It is difficult for

IN THE PAST WE HAVE SEEN
PEOPLE BECOME ACTIVE
AGAIN IN CHURCH AS A RESULT
OF THIS MINISTRY.
- Richard Simmons

some to accept the help with they are working hard
to make ends meet. It’s been exciting to see all the
people involved.”
With a food basket team of 15 people, Simmons has
worked for two solid months to pull the effort together. His wife, Janet, determined the items for the
baskets, ordered the food and secured great prices
on turkeys from the commissary at the base, which
they were able to use, as Simmons is a veteran. A
letter was inserted that lists the churches and their
contact information, as well as businesses, so recipients are aware of who provided the baskets.
“In the past we have seen people become active
again in church as a result of this ministry,” Simmons
added. “Since we are working with public schools,
we have to be cautious in how we approach any
evangelistic portion of this ministry. We try and help
different families at Thanksgiving and Christmas,
although there may be some duplicates.”
Recipients received information regarding the details
for picking up their food boxes, and First Baptist
deacons and others delivered the food personally to
those weren’t able to come to the church. Simmons
continues to tweak the process to streamline the effort and is overjoyed to see the vision become reality.
By Sheila Allen
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Cross Church had two services that were held outdoors and now in their gymnasium while renovations
continue.
“We have formed a new mission team that will spearhead the adoption of a foreign location to partner
with IMB missionaries for evangelistic service in the
future,” Hager said. “One couple and another individual have committed to joining the International
Mission Board in missionary work. We have a list of
people waiting for baptism and it has been so exciting to see our church be the church. Many of our
small groups have launched spontaneously and it’s
really neat to see this grass roots movement.”

While Yakima is not the most diverse city, the population is over 50 percent Hispanic, but the Cross
Church has many ethnicities among their congregation, including black, white, Romanian, Brazilian and
Hispanic, according to Hager.
“It is important for us to build the Hispanic growth in
our church,” Hager added. “Our method is to relentlessly love people. We recently had an auction for
a couple that is adopting a baby and raised over
$11,000 for them.
“Just because a church is in decline doesn’t mean
that God can’t rebirth something that was almost
dead. We are proof of that.”
By Sheila Allen

Say YES to VBS!

NWBC Mentors will host virtual sessions to inspire and equip VBS Directo
rs
and church volunteers for LifeWay’s VBS Destination Dig. Join live Q&A
sessions with VBS Mentors to explore possibilities and share ideas.
Registration: www.nwbaptist.org

VBS VIRTUAL WORKSHOP FOR LIFEWAY'S

DESTINATION DIG
March 12-13, 2021

Friday - Family Worship Rally
Saturday - Base conferences, breakouts and interactive Q&A for focus
groups.
Kids VBS Leaders
•
Grades 1-4
•
Multi-age Kids (Grades 1-6)
•
Grades 5-6 (VBX)
•
Crafts Rotation
•
Missions Rotation
•
Music Rotation
Preschool VBS Leaders
•
Babies–2s
•
3s-Pre-K and Multi-age Preschool
•
Kindergarten
Directors and Pastors
•
Destination Digs Directors
•
Destination Dig Backyard Kids Club
•
Concrete and Cranes Directors

For more information contact:
Leigh Ann Stark,
LAStark@nwbaptist.org
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Cooperative Program & Missions NW Giving
... partnering with more than 46,000 churches to make Christ known at home, across the nation, and around the world.

Region 4

Region 1
J-D 2020
Bellevue-Awakening
3,774
Bellevue-Lake Hills
5,180
Bellevue-Leaven Church
2,750
Bellevue-Rock Chinese
1,280
Bellevue-Well Commun
6,500
Bellingham- Living Word
1,200
Bellingham-Crossroads
1,300
Blk Diamond-Chap Wood
7,631
Bothell- Living Spring
771
Bothell-CrossPointe
15,935
Bothell-Queensgate
1,200
Bothell-Seattle Bridge
4,550
Bothell-Tabern de Dios
163
Burlington-Calvary
3,776
Camano Island-Restoration 5,030
Clear Lake-FBC
1,800
Darrington-Mt View
6,959
Des Moines- The Mountain 9,635
Edmonds-North Seattle
100
Edmonds-One In Christ
600
Edmonds-Rock of Hope
7,130
Enumclaw-FBC
2,700
Everett- Journey
13,228
Everett-Bethlehem Korean
100
Everett-Pinehurst
11,521
Everett-S Everett Comm
4,000
Everett-Silver Lake
1,765
Fed Way- First Ukranian
1,200
Fed Way-Bethel
1,350
Fed Way-Christ Church
350
Fed Way-Cross Life
1,200
Fed Way-FBC
2,990
Fed Way-Good Neighbor
500
Fed Way-Korean-Amer
6,468
Fed Way-Lifeway
8,000
Fed Way-Nine Lakes
3,167
Fed Way-SoundSide
9,201
Fed Way-Word of Truth
600

Federal Way-City Center
2,963
Hamilton-FBC
10,915
Issaquah-Foothills
20,004
Issaquah-Summit
25,059
Kenmore-Disciple Making
100
Kent-Bread of Life
480
Kent-International Christian
600
Kent-Sequoia
16,000
Kent-Turningpoint
14,985
Lake Stevens-Lake Country 5,500
Lakewood-Emmaus
500
Lakewood-FBC
69,452
Lakewood-Good Shepherd
360
Lakewood-Kaleo Community 3,120
Lynnwood- Healing
180
Lynnwood-EagleWing
1,293
Lynnwood-Global Mission
500
Lynnwood-Japanese
1,251
Lynnwood-Martha Lk
2,764
Lynnwood-Meadowdale Com 300
Lynnwood-Slavic of Seattle
400
Maple Falls-Mt. Baker
546
Maple Valley-Hope
55,491
Marysville-Emmanuel
3,426
Monroe- FBC
13,546
Mount Vernon-Christian
3,805
Mount Vernon-Trinity
7,004
Oak Harbor-Christian Fellow 600
Oak Harbor-Southern
6,846
Puyallup-High Pointe
30,830
Puyallup-South Hill
3,031
Puyallup-Sunrise
28,718
Redmond-FBC Rose Hill
1,875
Redmond-Korean Hope
500
Redmond-Meadowbrook
59,283
Renton-Agape
1,500
Renton-Church of Beloved 3,350
Renton-Iglesia Vida
1,000
Renton-Sunset
11,879

Region 2
Bremerton- Kitsap Lake
Bremerton-Sonshine
Castle Rock-FBC
Centralia-Alder Street
Chehalis-Dayspring
Dryad-Community
Elma-Bethany
Forks-FBC
Kalama-Kalama
Kelso-East Kelso
Lacey-FBC

J-D 20
9,909
3,102
9,376
200
16,729
3,068
2,804
17,027
12,899
2,770
15,826

Lacey-New Zion
Longview- Beacon Hill
Longview-FBC
Longview-Highlands
Longview-La Iglesia
Longview-Robert Gray
Longview-Valley
Ocean Shores-Faith Com
Olympia, Westwood
Olympia- Vietnamese
Olympia-McKenzie Road
Port Angeles-Hillcrest

J-D 20
57
3,160
8,843
550
4,418
1,545
238
1,254
2,755
3,149
14,651
3,634
1,923
20,759
79,954
300
4,946
5,437
1,642
900
2,291
25,683
25,257
1,423

Parkway
Prtld- Flavel Street
Prtld- Mien Fellowship
Prtld-Antioch Christian
Prtld-East Bridge
Prtld-Evergreen
Prtld-Garden Church
Prtld-Hope International
Prtld-Igl Luz del Pueblo
Prtld-Kaleo Communities
Prtld-Korean Logos
Prtld-Living Water Viet
Prtld-Mill Park
Prtld-New Life Intnl
Prtld-Peninsula
Prtld-Rejoice
Prtld-Romanian
Prtld-Sojourn Community
Prtld-Solid Rock
Prtld-The Common
Prtld-Vietnamese
Prtld-Woodstock Com
Prtld-Word- Life Romanian
Prtld-Zomi Bethel
Ptld-OneHope

1,800
2,222
72,722
2,814
435
9,205
29,969
5,628
2,625
200
34,143
6,111

Region 3
Battle Ground-Parkway
Beavercrk-NW Contexture
Beaverton-FBC
Beaverton-Global
Beaverton-Iglesia Bautista
Beaverton-New Creation
Beaverton-Trinity Ch & Min
Bingen-FBC
Boring-Iglesia Vida Nueva
Camas-Lacamas Heights
Clackamas-Trinity
Estacada-Clackamas Vly
Forest Grove-The Crossing
Goldendale-Columbus Ave
Gresham-Pathway
Gresham-Punto de Gracia
Hillsboro-New Life
Hood River-Tucker Road
Klickitat-Klickitat Valley
Lake Oswego-Lake Bible
McMinnville-Grace
McMinnville-Valley
Newberg- Chehalem Valley
Odell-FBC
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643
652
400
1,350
1,557
200
8,783
9,835
150
1,237
600
600
9,920
1,050
600
4,299
600
1,170
8,040
1,982
219
300
384
2,200
720

J-D 20
Medford-Lozier Lane
6,675
Renton-Trinity
6,000
Albany-Calvary
2,621
Medford-New Horizon
2,456
Saesoon Baptist Church
326
Albany-Knox Butte
210
Monmouth-Cultivate
10,391
Sammamish- 21st Century 1,608
Albany-Nueva Esperanza
838
Newport-Calvary
2,471
Seattle- The Hallows
12,000
Bend- River Woods
240
North Bend-FBC
2,200
Seattle-Chinese Southern 34,790
Bend-Summit Community
893
Phoenix-FBC
4,624
Seattle-CityLight Ministries 1,500
Canyonville-Canyon Creek
720
Prineville-Calvary
10,562
Seattle-Discovery
1,510
Corvallis-Branch
10,855
Prospect-Prospect
217
Seattle-Epic Life
3,678
Corvallis-Grant Avenue
25,093
Redmond-HBC Espanol
200
Seattle-Eternal Joy
460
Corvallis-Pioneer Church
3,883
Redmond-Highland
196,378
Seattle-FBC Beverly Pk
2,188
Cottage Grove-Calvary
4,242
Reedsport-Highlands
3,237
Seattle-Gracepoint
550
Cottage Grove-Hope
1,698
Rogue River-Grace
11,147
Seattlel-Dwelling Place
11,088
Creswell-New Hope
28,906
Roseburg-Bethany
272
Seattle-Living Water Chin
2,993
Dexter-Dexter Baptist
492
Roseburg-Faith & Reason
173
Seattle-Loving First
1,470
Dorris-FBC
400
Roseburg-Vine Street
16,779
Seattle-Roots Community 13,459
Eugene-Fairfield
29,127
Salem-Capital
32,813
Seattle-Thien An
1,800
Eugene-Harvest Comm
500
Salem-Living Water
1,613
Seattle-True Light
500
Eugene-Japanese
226
Siletz-Sacred Ground
922
Sedro Woolley-Cross Cntry 2,754
Eugene-Riviera
9,184
Sisters-Calvary Chapel
70
Sedro Woolley-Skagit
1,200
Florence-FBC
16,637
Springfield-East Side
8,592
Sedro Woolley-Valley
5,194
Glendale- Glendale
2,189
Springfield-Grace Korean
1,090
Snohomish- Bridge
4,127
Grants Pass-Solid Rock
5,026
Springfield-Trinity
7,072
Snohomish-BridgeCity
6,163
K Falls- Ch on Homedale 18,581
Sweet Home-Freedom
1,766
Spanaway-SE Asian
121
Keizer-Cristiana Renuevo
4,419
Terrebonne-Smith Rock
7,020
Sultan-FBC
2,731
La Pine-Whispering Pines
806
Toledo-FBC
2,442
Sultan-Lighthouse
2,599
Lakeview-Trinity
3,127
Waldport-FBC
3,000
Tacoma- The Pathway
1,650
Lebanon-Iglesia Biblica Intl
280
Warm Springs-Warm Sprgs 4,620
Tacoma-E.Tacoma Christian
250
Lebanon-Trinity
6,399
White City-Trinity
1,200
Tacoma-Filipino Inter
1,500
Lincoln City-Pacific
1,407
Winston-Community
9,378
Tacoma-Good News
200
Madras-FBC
5,218
Yachats-Yachats
450
Tacoma-Highland Hill
4,438
Medford-Living Hope
5,645
Tacoma-Japanese Intl
6,451
Total:
539,691
Tacoma-New Beginnings
171
Tacoma-New Hope
196
Tacoma-Parkland
2,000
J-D 20
Oakesdale-FBC
1,872
Tacoma-Tacoma FBC
67,000
Airway Hts-Airway Hts
18,462
Otis Orchards-Starr Rd
1,300
Tacoma-VMCM
270
Airway Hts-Spokane Rock
750
Pasco-Iglesia Bautista
295
Yelm-First
5,710
Athol-Athol
23,571
Pasco-International
519
Yelm-Ignite Church
1,351
Benton City-FBC
3,588
Pendleton-Pendleton
3,897
Total:
777,554
Boardman-FBC
1,000
Pilot Rock-Life Church
10,195
		
Brewster-Calvary
2,400
Prosser-Calvary
1,910
Burbank-Trinity
5,189
Pullman-Emmanuel
34,832
Cheney-Fellowship
5,147
Pullman-Grace and Glory
678
Port Hadlock-Oak Bay
1,009
Clarkston-SonRise
6,558
Pullman-Resonate
16,536
Port Orchard- Evergreen
1,409
Clarkston-Trinity
1,430
Quincy-Iglesia Nueva Vida
140
Port Orchard-FBC
10,640
Coeur d'Alene-Pathway
5,600
Rathdrum-New Beg
4,305
Port Townsend-San Juan 16,844
Dayton-Faith Chapel
600
Rice-Victory
2,948
Rainier-Delena
805
Deer Park-FBC
1,649
Richland- Lighthouse
2,848
Randle- Reconciled
5,562
E Wenatchee-Eastmont
56,035
Richland-Reata Sprgs
14,250
Scappoose-Creekside
3,672
Ellensburg-Chestnut St
19,572
Richland-Richland
167,948
Sequim-FBC
17,070
Grandview-Valley Life
1,900
Spirit Lake-Spirit Lake
4,937
Silverdale-Clear Creek
3,272
Greenacres-Greenacres
1,100
Spokane Valley-Dishman
9,574
Silverdale-Kitsap Christian
150
Harrison-Community
5,400
Spokane Valley-East Valley 5,484
Toledo-FBC
24,177
Heppner-Willow Creek
7,003
Spokane Valley-The Rock
6,206
Vaughn-Key Peninsula
95
Hermiston-Grace
2,352
Spokane Valley-Valleypt
10,168
Total:
346,290
Hermiston-New Beginnings 2,344
Spokane-Crestline
2,415
Ione-Ione
1,191
Spokane-Driscoll Blvd
15,515
Kellogg- FBC
2,054
Spokane-North Addison
8,452
Kennewick-Crossview
2,200
Spokane-River City
487
Ridgefield-GO
15,203
Kennewick-Finley First
2,200
Spokane-Springhill Bible
2,200
Rufus-Bapt Ch at Rufus
1,735
Kennewick-Hillview
9,828
Spokane-Windsor
5,539
The Dalles-Emmanuel
4,815
Kennewick-Kennewick
106,064
St Maries-College Ave
1,967
Tigard-Hall Blvd
13,889
Kennewick-Quinault
1,550
Union Gap-FBC
2,268
Tigard-Japanese Intnl
2,200
Kennewick-Sola
4,787
W Richland-Grace&Truth
11,637
Tillamook-Life Change
6,920
La Grande-The Way
412
W Richland-Reliance
15,000
Vancouver- Ukrainian
600
La Grande-Trinity
1,393
Walla Walla-Blue Mt
6,164
Vancouver-Arabic
230
Leavenworth-FBC
18,113
Walla Walla-Kairos
2,252
Vancouver-CrossPointe
31,486
Lewiston-Orchards
7,024
Wapato-FBC
4,259
Vancouver-Evergreen
5,790
Lewiston-Tammany
30,720
Warden-First
202
Vancouver-Family Network 1,020
Love Tree Church
300
Yakima-Terrace Hghts
4,428
Vancouver-Grace
2,786
Mead-Crossover
550
Yakima-The Cross
2,950
Vancouver-Gtr Faith MBC
275
Moscow-Trinity
2,500
Yakima-The River
4,142
Vancouver-Iglesia Belen
1,307
Moses Lake-Emmanuel
2,492
Zillah-Mtn View
2,369
Vancouver-Project Truth
1,600
Newport- Newport So
7,767
Total:
765,887
Vancouver-Revival
1,950
		
Vancouver-River City
1,782
Vancouver-Song of Hope
1,000
		
Vancouver-Trinity
1,140
January through December Budget
vs Actual Comparison
Vancouver-Vietnamese
800
		
Budget
Actual
Variance
Vancouver-Vietnamese Heart 2,056
$2,920,000
$2,827,703
$-92,297
Wilsonville-Creekside
12,060
Report only includes churches that have contributed through the
Total:
382,901
Northwest Baptist Convention January - December 2020. A full report
		
of all NWBC churches is available at www.gonbw.org/cp/
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as baptisms, the number of churches started annual,
membership and Cooperative Program giving.

preserve and grow the miraculous missionary system
we inherited from our forefathers.”

“The most precious commodities of the SBC mission’s system are trust and goodwill,” said Adams.
“These have been eroded significantly, but through
transparency and accountable leadership they can
be rebuilt. Indeed, they must be rebuilt if we are to

Adams is a member of Go Church in Ridgefield,
WA. The church gave nearly 9 percent of its undesignated receipts through the Cooperative Program,
according to the 2020 Annual Church Profile.
By Cameron Crabtree

FIRST PERSON

2021 PLAN: HOPE, COLLABORATION, COURAGE

A

PASTOR RECENTLY SHARED HOW HIS
STRATEGIC PLAN FOR 2020 HAD TO BE
RECREATED LAST MARCH WHEN THE COVID
PANDEMIC EMERGED AS THE YEAR'S DEFINING EVENT. HE NOTED THE BEST LAID PLANS,
PRAYERFULLY MADE, CAN BE WRECKED BY
CIRCUMSTANCES OUTSIDE OUR CONTROL.
THIS RAISES THE DILEMMA: HOW MUCH
SHOULD WE INVEST IN STRATEGIC PLANNING?

One, it concretizes our hope for a better future. It
puts feet to our prayers as we ask God to increase
our effectiveness, enlarge our impact, and do more
through us in the future than he has in the past.

Understanding the difference between predicting
the future and anticipating the future is crucial to answering that question. No one can predict the future.
When leaders try to do this, they inevitably make
poor decisions which lock them into counterproductive commitments when circumstances change.

Finally, strategic planning demonstrates courage.
Getting to a preferred future almost always means
change, interpersonal conflict, and shared sacrifice.
These pressure points are inevitable when a leader
asks people to create a new future.

Predicting the future is presumptuous and reflects
hubris, not humility. Anticipating the future is different. It determines a general understanding of what is
likely to happen and implements incremental commitments accordingly. When these sometimes go
awry, they are usually less troublesome to correct
than commitments made from a prediction mindset.
Even though plans often need to be adjusted, leaders still need to think strategically and plan intentionally for future progress. This is not, in and of itself,
presumptuous. It can be a positive spiritual process,
rooted in faith and demonstrating humility.
Here are three ways strategic ministry planning is a
positive aspect of ministry leadership:

Second, it creates a framework for collaboration
and participation by many in a shared effort. Vision
inspires, but plans give people channels to actualize
their dreams.

With a new year underway, much is changing in our
country and around the world. The pandemic will
likely abate, new political leadership has taken over
in the United States, and new global challenges will
emerge. Some things have not changed. People still
need to be reached with the gospel, converts still
need to be grown into disciples, churches still need
to enlarge their ministry impact, and ministry organizations must keep reinventing themselves to remain
effective in fulfilling their mission.
Leaders anticipate the future and plan accordingly.
In 2021, stay with hope, collaboration, and courage
— expressed by implementing plans to better fulfill
God’s mission as it expresses itself in and through
the mission of the church or organization you lead.
By Jeff Iorg, Gateway Seminary
JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2021 Northwest Baptist Witness
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W

AY MAKER” WAS THE TOP WORSHIP
SONG IN 2020 AS CHURCHES SOUGHT
COMFORT IN THE MIDST OF THE COVID-19
PANDEMIC, BASED ON FAITHLIFE’S REPORT OF
MORE THAN 2.2 MILLION USES OF ITS PROCLAIM SOFTWARE.
The song, which was written by Nigerian worship
leader Osinachi Kalu Okoro Egbu, popularly known
as Sinach, surged to the top beginning in March, just
as the pandemic impacted church worship in the
United States. Way Maker’s top Sunday was March
22, Faithlife said, with nearly 7 percent of all worship
presentations including the song.

7,000 songs more than 2.2 million times in more
than 568,000 services.
Overall, the top 20 worship songs used in reporting
churches were:
1) Way Maker by Sinach: Written in 2015, Way Maker became popular on Proclaim in 2018. The song
grew more popular in 2019 when the band Leeland
released a version and in 2020 when Michael W.
Smith released a recording with Vanessa Campagna
and Madelyn Berry, Faithlife said.
Named the 2020 Song of the Year at the 51st Annual GMA Dove Awards, Sinach’s YouTube video
of Way Maker has surpassed 166
million views.

WORSHIP SONGS OF 2020

2) “Build My Life” Pat Barrett
3) “10,000 Reasons (Bless the
Lord)” Matt Redman
4) “Great Are You Lord,” All Sons &
Daughters
5) “This Is Amazing Grace,” Phil
Wickham

Nigerian artist and songwriter Sinach released “Way Maker” in 2015,
but its popularity in corporate worship grew dramatically in 2020.

Concurrently, sermons focusing on fear, prayer, faith,
suffering, comfort, grief and stress trended early in
the pandemic, according to Faithlife’s Yearend Song
and Sermon Report, which also tracked more than
60,000 sermons pastors posted to Faithlife Sermons.
“The 2020 Faithlife data highlights the relevancy of
church leaders in meeting the needs of their congregants and community during a difficult year,” Faithlife CEO Bob Pritchett said in releasing the report
January 11. “The words of the top worship songs
and most used topics of the sermons were speaking to the issues of the day in order to offer comfort
among the chaos.”
According to Faithlife, churches accessed more than

6) “What a Beautiful Name,” Hillsong
Worship
7) “How Great Is Our God,” Chris
Tomlin

8) “Who You Say I Am,” Hillsong Worship
9) “In Christ Alone,” Stuart Townend, Keith Getty,
Kristian Stanfill, and Passion
10) “Living Hope,” Phil Wickham
Faithlife listed the remaining top songs, in decreasing order, as “How Great Thou Art,” “Lord I Need
You,” “Raise a Hallelujah,” “Goodness of God,” “Good
Good Father,” “Cornerstone,” “Amazing Grace (My
Chains are Gone),” “Blessed Be Your Name,” “Praise
God, From Whom All Blessings Flow,” and “O Come
to the Altar.”
By Diana Chandler, Baptist Press
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meeting adopted a $120,000 goal for the 2021
Northwest Impact offering.
Another increase was for Northwest Baptist Disaster Relief. NWBC churches designated $17,898 to
support the convention’s longtime ministry designed
to aid those affected by natural disasters or other
large-scale emergencies. The 2020 total is up more
than $3,600 (25.38 percent) over the $14,276 that
supported the relief ministry in 2019.
The relief funds support the equipment needs, training and travel of about 600 volunteers who are certified to assist with responses to public emergency
requests.
For global Southern Baptist mission efforts, NWBC
churches gave $482,793 in 2020 through the Lottie
Moon Christmas Offering, a $9,101 (1.92 percent)

increase over the $473,692 in 2019 to support missionaries and workers of the International Mission
Board.
For church planting and evangelism efforts mostly
in North America and Canada, NWBC churches
gave $174,035 in 2020, a drop of $96,407 (35.65
percent), to the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering.
That offering supports the work of church planters,
chaplains and missionaries endorsed by the North
American Mission Board.
This year, churches that wish to receive promotional
material for the Annie Armstrong offering, can contact NWBC offices to order the needed supplies.

By Cameron Crabtree
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