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VIEWPOINT by Randy Adams, Executive Director

GOD IS SHAPING OUR HEARTS, WORKING THROUGH CHURCHES

As difficult as 2020 has been, God is at work 
through our NWBC churches, even as he has contin-
ued to shape our own hearts.

Nearly every church I’ve been to in the past few 
months has seen people come to faith in Christ. New 
churches have begun, 13 in the past 12 months. In 
areas devastated by wildfires, churches have served 
as shelters and feeding centers. When many of 
our missionaries had to leave East Asia, 70 NWBC 
families, representing dozens of churches, offered to 
house them for an extended time period. Presently, 
we have six IMB missionary families state-siding in 
the Northwest.

Prior to Covid-19, seven new collegiate ministers 
expressed a calling to come and serve on college 
campuses in the Northwest. All seven came and are 
serving well. In the first weeks of school, at least four 
college students have come to faith in Christ. Gate-
way Seminary’s Pacific Northwest Campus has seen 
its largest enrollment gain in decades, with 31 new 
students for a total of 65 this fall. 

Perhaps the greatest challenge facing the NWBC, 
and all other state conventions, is the continuation 
of diminished partnership with the North American 
Mission Board (NAMB). The 2021 NWBC budget 
anticipates a $652,043 reduction in funding from 
the North American Mission Board, and $64,000 re-
duction from Lifeway Christian Resources. Although 
these reductions are substantial, the faithfulness of 
NWBC churches remains strong and growing, help-
ing to offset some of the reductions. This, together 
with relocating convention offices to a smaller facility 
in the future, will enable us to serve our churches 
well. 

While the great majority of our churches have shown 
remarkable resilience, there have been casualties. 
Some churches have closed their doors permanently. 
Some of God’s best have suffered severely. But the 
Body of Christ has, in most every way, remained 
strong and persevering through Christ’s power. What 
the enemy means for harm, God works for the good 
for those who love him and are called by him. We 
know this by faith, and it is by faith that we press 
onward.

Whether you and your church “feel” as though you 
are prevailing, hang in there. We need you. The 
Northwest needs you and we need your witness 
to the resurrection of Jesus Christ. The Northwest, 
and our nation, is experiencing bitter division. That 
is terribly sad. But the weapons of the church are 
truth, love, prayer, humility, gentleness, kindness, and 
the peace of God through the presence of the Holy 
Spirit.

Your family needs the peace of Jesus Christ. Your 
neighborhood and community needs the peace of 
Jesus Christ. From the living room to the church 
house, from the courtroom to the state house, we 
need the peace of Jesus Christ. In our schools and 
our workplaces, we need the peace of Jesus Christ. 
Wherever you and I are, Jesus is, and that means 
that God’s peace is possible for the communities he 
sends us to. God has a plan for us, even when we 
fail, especially when we fail. Praise his name!

It is a good day to serve the Lord, and to serve him in 
the Northwest is especially good. 
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Barry Campbell, NWBC president, uses a robe to illustrate the 
importance of “putting on Christ” in all aspects of life.

Randy Adams, NWBC executive director, 
emphasizes living with confident hope.

Aaron and Tiffany Zavala open the 
convention gathering with worship.

Amber and John Wu open an NWBC business 
session with a Scripture reading and prayer.

Martin Levya and daughters Damaris (center) and Grace open the 
first NWBC session with a Scripture reading and prayer.
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MESSENGERS TO THE NORTHWEST BAP-
TIST CONVENTION’S ANNUAL MEETING 

WELCOMED 10 CHURCHES INTO THE THREE-
STATE NETWORK, ADOPTED A $4,680,000 
BUDGET FOR 2021, APPROVED A $120,000 
GOAL FOR NEXT YEAR’S NORTHWEST IMPACT 
MISSION OFFERING AND ELECTED NEW MEM-
BERS TO THE NWBC EXECUTIVE BOARD AND 
NORTHWEST BAPTIST FOUNDATION.

An exception to the NWBC business and financial 
plan that allows the convention to acquire a one-
time, short-term debt of up to $5 million to relocate 
the Northwest Baptist Center in Vancouver, WA, in a 
new facility also received approval.

Convened virtually Nov. 10, the 257 registered 
messengers also re-elected the current officers to 
additional one-years terms: Barry Campbell, High-
land Baptist Church, Redmond, OR, president; Dan 
Panter, McKenzie Road Baptist Church, Olympia, WA, 
1st vice president; Dean Kelly, Tucker Road Baptist 
Church, Hood River, OR, 2nd vice president.

The president chairs the NWBC executive board 
and serves along with fellow officers on the board’s 
executive committee.

The annual fall gathering – using “Hope” from 
Romans 15:13 as its theme – also registered more 
than 60 Northwest Baptists as online guests. Earlier 

NWBC ADOPTS 
BUDGET, 
RE-ELECTS 
OFFICER SLATE

this year, the Executive Board voted to hold the 
meeting mostly virtually in order to help prevent the 
spread of the coronavirus that causes COVID-19. 
Members of the board, however, met in-person dur-
ing the evening meeting that was streamed to partic-
ipants from Pathway Church in Gresham, OR.

Dustin Hall, pastor of Kennewick (WA) Baptist 
Church, brought the recommendation on behalf of 
the NWBC’s credential committee that messengers 
accept the 10 churches into convention during the 
meeting’s opening session.   

In Washington, the congregations now part of the 
NWBC are The Summit Church in Richland, The 
Open Heart Emmanuel in Renton, Korean Baptist 
Church in Shoreline, Sound City Bible Church in 
Lynnwood, Vietnamese Heart to Heart Church in 
Vancouver and three churches in Seattle: CityLight 
Church, Eternal Joy Mongolian Church and Living 
Stone Church.

In Oregon, two churches: Sojourn Church and Wood-
stock Community Church.

More than 500 churches comprise the convention’s 
cooperative mission work across Oregon, Washing-
ton and north Idaho.

The 2021 budget is reduced from the 2020 budget 
of $5,315,000. It reflects a conservative approach in 
financial forecasting due to two key factors: remain-
ing uncertainty about how the coronavirus pandemic 
will affect Northwest Baptist churches in the next 
year, along with a significant reduction in partnership 
funds from North American Mission Board for 2021 
and no funds from LifeWay Christian Resources.

The spending plan anticipates $2,845,000 in Co-
operative Program gifts from Northwest Baptist 
churches and more than $1,131,500 from NAMB. 
Other revenue sources in the budget include 
$120,000 from the Northwest Impact Missions Of-
fering, more than $262,000 in restricted funds and 
$301,208 from other sources such as endowment 
and investments.

Continued on page 23
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FOR A SPECIAL EVANGELISM INITIATIVE, 
BAPTIST CHURCH ON HOMEDALE (BCH) IN 

KLAMATH FALLS, OR, RAN A SERIES OF EVENTS 
FOR FAMILIES EACH WEDNESDAY IN OCTOBER, 
FEATURING OUTDOOR SEATING, BARBECUE 
MEALS, LIVE MUSIC AND A CHILDREN’S CRAFT 
FAIR.

To prepare for the Family Event Series, the church 
that averages 210 people attending in-person 
Sunday services spent $4,500 on outdoor facilities 
upgrades, $3,000 on food and $1,500 on program-
ming. The series culminated with a $3,000 Trunk or 
Treat, an events that typically attracts 1,500 guests 
to the church property each year.

Last summer, church leaders asked some newer 
Christians about their biggest barriers to starting 
a relationship with God. They told stories about 
people who had misrepresented God, being happy 
in their current lifestyles, not feeling worthy enough 
or viewing Christians as weak people. So, the church 
organized a conference using those testimonies and 
paired it with a sermon series on God’s love.

BCH hosted a similar event in 2019 seeking to 
reach more people in the community by focusing on 
parenting. This fall’s event was focused completely 
on Christianity, with themes each night such as, 
"Why are all the Christians I know jerks?" and "Why 
would a loving God force me to love him?"

FOCUS ON
EVANGELISM 

LEADS TO JESUS
CONVERSATIONS

Residents gather for an evangelistic series at Baptist Church on Homedale in Klamath Falls, OR.
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Lead pastor Paul Tiffee championed the outreach ef-
fort from the pulpit, while associate pastor John Wu 
mobilized volunteers. At the first interest meeting, 
45 volunteers participated and most of them stayed 
involved in the event through the end to be part of 
helping reach their friends for Christ. Ten volunteers 
were new to serving and four were new to leader-
ship roles.

Organizers wondered whether such a direct em-
phasis on God would lack public appeal, but once 
church members started inviting their friends, more 
than 275 people had registered through the church’s 
website. The high response surprised organizers, 
even in a community that tends to be dismissive of 
COVID-19 concerns.

Over 100 of them were new to BCH. The aver-
age number of adults in the gospel presentations 
each night was 95. Counting adults, teenagers and 
children, average attendance for the event was over 
210. That compares to about 75 ordinarily. Addition-
ally, there were 60 registrants who previously attend-
ed a worship service but had never joined a small 
group. Attendees noted testimonies and discussions 
as their favorite parts of the event.

Wu delivered a direct gospel message the third 
night, hoping to baptize participants the follow-
ing evening. Wu indicated he should have offered 
opportunities each night to respond to Christ each 
night. For future outreach events, he said he’d spend 

more time clarifying how people could respond. 
Four people raised their hands to receive Christ for 
the first time, but none filled out available response 
cards.

After a month of interactions with guests, volunteers 
identified three people who seemed close to mak-
ing a first-time commitment to Christ. Eight people 
indicated they made rededications, seven families 
attended worship services for the first time and 25 
people signed up to join a new small group on ex-
ploring Christianity. 

BCH staff members met with over a dozen partici-
pants in person for specific follow up requests. Ten 
days after the last conference meeting, the first 
confirmed salvation took place.

Wu expressed his gratitude to be a pastor at a 
church that is passionate about reaching unchurched 
people: “I think a month is long enough to help 
people feel like they belong at our church, but it may 
take several months before more of them commit 
their lives to Jesus. I've met with several families 
who used to attend a church but drifted away. They 
were thankful that we were doing something for the 
community. Five new families even served at Trunk 
or Treat. We've become the kind of church someone 
can confidently send unchurched people and new 
Christians to.”

Adapted for The Witness
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TRANSFORMATION LEADS TO 
NEW LIFE, NW MINISTRY
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ONCE AN ANGRY, RESTLESS YOUNG MAN, 

RON BRONSKI ESCAPED A LIFE OF BRO-

KENNESS AND MISERY AFTER A DRAMATIC IN-

TRODUCTION TO JESUS. HE NEVER CEASES TO 

WONDER AT THE ENCOUNTER THAT TURNED 

HIS LIFE AROUND.

Born to Polish parents in Chicago, IL, Bronski details 
a childhood of physical violence and alcoholism that 
enveloped him and his younger brother. 

“We were raised Catholic, attended Catholic schools 
and were immersed in that religion, but my mother 
wasn’t cut out to be a mom and would even burn 
my fingers on the stove for stealing,” Bronski said. 
“At times, we would hide under the bed where she 
couldn’t reach us when she boiled over.”

Bronski’s parents divorced when he was eight years 
old, and the state moved him and his brother to a 
juvenile home. Catholic charities offered assistance 
and the duo moved to a Catholic orphanage for a 
time.

“I ran away three times and the orphanage wouldn’t 
let me come back,” stated Bronski. “So I ended up 
back with my mother. She eventually had other 
children and lived a life on assistance. But a Catho-
lic sister took an interest in me, even though I had 
a lot of trouble acting out and stubbornness. She 
arranged for me to go to a Catholic home for boys 
through eighth grade year. It ended up being the 
best year of my life. I was productive and at peace, 
while learning the importance of reading, vocabulary, 
played many sports and was also a choir boy and 
altar boy.”

While there, he was summoned one day and found 
his father had come to visit, driving 300 miles.

“He was drinking and I remember smelling the al-
cohol and it was the smell of shame to me,” Bronski 
said. “But when he left he kissed me and said ‘I love 
you’ and I realized that meant something. He tried 
hard to be a good man, but at that time I sided with 
my mother against him and had a lot of anger.”

When he had to return to his father in Chicago 
afterward, it only took Bronski six months to erase 
all of the positive strides. Fighting and anger envel-
oped his world and at 15 years old he started a gang 
called the Bel-Airs.

“There was no more kindness and mercy in me,” 
Bronski noted. “I got a reputation as a tough guy 
and was in and out of incarceration throughout my 
teens. While I had many black friends in jail, I really 
only stood for myself and joined forces in a big way 
with a group called Rising Up Angry, a radical youth 
movement.”

On occasion, Bronski was charged with crimes he 
did not commit, and after one such incident he left 
for another state to evade authorities. Although he 
encountered many belief systems in those he met 
along the way,  Bronski asked for the real God to 
stand up. A chance encounter with an individual 
whose family was radical Christians made an impres-
sion and although he returned to face the charges, 
they were miraculously dropped. Bronski increasingly 
realized there was another way of life available, but 
old habits die hard and he continued to sell drugs. 
Only when his pregnant girlfriend left him did he cry 
out to God in prayer asking him to take control of his 
life. His girlfriend, Debbie, ultimately became his wife 
of 47 years.

Still struggling to turn his life around at 20 years old, 
Bronski was involved in a shooting and went to jail 
for attempted murder.

“My dad first said he wouldn’t bail me out, but he did 
and then told me to leave town. I had been reading 
in the Bible about Abraham leaving Ur, and I heard 
a voice saying go to Portland, OR,” Bronski said. 
“Debbie and I rented a house and I got a job where 
a co-worker who had a strong faith invited me to his 
church. I became mentored there and was growing 
so fast, but eventually felt convicted that I must turn 
myself in on those old charges once again.”

Bronski told his fellow church members and his 
employer about his past and returned to Chicago to 
face a potential five to 20 year sentence. While his 

Continued on page 18
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WHEN HE’S ASKED TO OFFER COUNSEL TO 
CHURCH PLANTERS CONSIDERING MIN-

ISTRY IN THE NORTHWEST, PASTOR KEVIN SUL-
LIVAN DRAWS FROM LESSONS GOD’S TAUGHT 
HIM IN HIS OWN JOURNEY AS A LEADER, 
SOME THAT CAME THE HARD WAY.

The senior pastor at High Pointe Church in Graham, 
WA, now has passed 20 years at the church that 
first began in Puyallup, WA, and recently relocated to 
its new campus in nearby Graham.

A skeptic of Christians and their beliefs in college, 
Sullivan closely watched fellow athletes who were 
believers and slowly realized his own “belief meter” 
was rising, eventually professing faith in Jesus in a 
Texas dorm room.

“It was a radical change in my life with no backslid-
ing,” said Sullivan, who had wrestled with his direc-
tion in life after his father was killed when he was 

nine years old. “While attending Second Baptist 
Church in Houston, I became a CPA and worked at 
a firm for eight years before realizing my ‘itch wasn’t 
being scratched’ there.”

After listening to an elder encourage him to enter 
vocational ministry only “if nothing else would do,” 
he resigned his position as an assistant controller, 
enrolled in seminary and eventually joined the staff 
at Second Baptist.

Although he deeply appreciates the foundations that 
had been laid in his life, an entrepreneurial spirit that 
drives Sullivan left him wanting more control of his 
ministry in a locale without a subculture of Chris-
tians.

“My training was invaluable in learning to lead a 
ministry and Second Baptist was top notch,” Sullivan 
noted. “But we flew to Seattle and I got excited as I 
realized I wanted to start something new. While I am 

CHURCH 
CELEBRATES 

BLESSING OF NEW 
BUILDING



11NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2020  Northwest Baptist Witness  

a city guy and wanted the razzle dazzle of Seattle, 
it just didn’t work out and things kept opening up in 
Puyallup, which felt like it was in the sticks. God was 
saying ‘I want you here.’ He continued to show me 
the props in my life and would pull them out. God 
owes us nothing to come here and plant churches.”

Sullivan and his wife, Nancy, and their two daughters 
purchased a home with some space to start a church 
and first went to nearby homes with bags of cof-
fee.  High Pointe began in 2000 for those seeking 
answers to life questions, according to Sullivan.

“We’ve had our ups and down – it was not my plan 
to take 20 years to be in our first building, but God 
smashed my idea,” he stated. “Five years after we 
planted the church I was given an award for church 
health at a conference led by Rick Warren (of 
Saddleback Church in California), but I felt terrible, 
as I knew we were being celebrated while there was 
a lot of people not being discipled.”

Back at home, Sullivan re-envisioned what suc-
cess was for his church, although there were 1,100 
people attending weekly services. He challenged his 
congregation and saw people and some staff leave.

“God cut me down like a tree, as I needed to rely 
on him and there was still too much of me,” Sullivan 
said. “We had to redefine our success as faithful-
ness, and although our church is now half the size, 
we are healthier. He continues to change me, as my 
mood doesn’t rise and fall with numbers. It is more 
about brokenness." 

High Pointe Church took the bold step to purchase 
acreage in Graham in 2007, and paid the property 
off in 2010, but the Great Recession and changes 
in their church family turned the dream of a building 
into a far-off reality while the congregation remained 
at a local high school they called home for many 
years.

Continued on page 21

Pastor Kevin Sullivan (left) and Ron Shepard close the High Pointe celebration with a blessing.
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MISSIONS ON AND OFF THE STREET
Naivasha Children’s Shelter, Kenya

PRAY that Frances and other boys like him will find 
new life in Christ. Pray that as the boys are recon-
ciled with their families, the families will also find 
hope in Jesus. Pray that God will bless the work of 
the shelter’s staff as they reach out in love to boys 
who are hurting.

DAY 1

GOSPEL FILLS THE AIRWAVES
Zagreb, Croatia, radio ministry

PRAY that more national partners will choose to be 
a part of sharing the gospel across Croatia. Pray that 
more church plants will result from the radio broad-
cast ministry.

DAY 2

MEDICAL MISSIONS LEADS TO CHURCH 
PLANTING
Doug Derbyshire in Thailand

PRAY none of the new Christians would fall away 
from the faith. Pray those who have yet to decide will 
choose to commit their lives to Christ. Pray for the 
formation of healthy churches in Baan Po.

DAY 3

REACHING THE HARD-TO-REACH IN THE 
AMAZON RAINFOREST
Peru

PRAY for Joe, Edwin and their teams as they share 
the gospel with the Akawa. Pray that many members 
of the Akawa will come to faith in Jesus. Pray that 
new Akawa believers will gather into groups and 
start churches.

DAY 4
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REMEMBERING LIVES GIVEN
Persecution

THANK GOD for men, women and children who 
have traveled to the ends of the earth to share the 
gospel with those who have never heard. Ask God 
to protect missionaries and their families serving in 
difficult areas around the globe.

DAY 5

BRINGING THE HOPE OF THE GOSPEL TO 
ITALY
Worthys in Italy

PRAY the Worthys will continue to build strong re-
lationships in Italy. Pray that many Italians will come 
to faith in Christ as a result of the Worthys’ wit-
ness. Pray that new Italian believers will gather into 
churches to reach the people of Italy with the gospel.

DAY 6

COMMITTING TO REACHING THE UNREACHED
UPG from South Asia

PRAY local Christians would be bold in sharing 
the gospel with the Khaleela. Ask for discernment 
for the Adairs and the Serranos as they share the 
gospel and train local Christians. Pray the Lord would 
send more Christian workers to partner with the Ser-
ranos and Adairs.

DAY 7

TOGETHER
Thank you to Southern Baptists

PRAISE GOD for the continued work of Southern 
Baptists who have remained committed to reaching 
the lost for more than 175 years. Ask God to send 
more individuals and churches who will be committed 
to the vision of reaching all nations and all peoples 
with the gospel. Thank God for sustaining the work 
of missionaries through all circumstances.

DAY 8
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DESPITE MINISTERING IN SETTINGS BRIM-
MING WITH NUMEROUS QUESTIONS, CIVIL 

UNREST AND ECONOMIC STRAIN, NORTHWEST 
COLLEGIATE MINISTRIES (NCM) LEADERS RE-
PORT THEIR WORK AT UNIVERSITIES ACROSS 
THE NORTHWEST HAS ALSO OVERFLOWED 
WITH REVIVAL AND AWAKENING.
 
In the midst of a global public health pandemic, 
seven new staff members moved to Oregon this fall 
and joined the work, strengthening existing staff 
teams and allowing for the planting of NCM at Or-
egon State University (OSU).

PANDEMIC SPARKS 
AWAKENING, REVIVAL  
AMONG COLLEGIATES
ACROSS NORTHWEST

Becca Johnson and her husband Luke were among 
those who moved to Corvallis to lead the OSU NCM. 
Despite quarantining measures on campus, the OSU 
team has met students via Zoom for gospel appoint-
ments.

“I got the opportunity to share the gospel with a stu-
dent I met through an online outreach,” said Becca. 
“After our first meeting she concluded she was not a 
Christian but was very interested in knowing more.”

Because of COVID restrictions, the student ended 
up moving home, but Becca continued to meet virtu-
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ally and talk about the gospel every week. Finally, 
she prayed to receive Christ. “We are now meeting 
weekly to talk about what it looks like to grow in her 
relationship with him," she added.

Ashley Marshall, an associate director at the Univer-
sity of Oregon (UO) shared similar stories of oppor-
tunities she has had to lead two students to Christ 
after connecting with them through a social media 
platform.

Through gospel appointments, dozens of students 
have heard the gospel for the first time and sev-

eral students have chosen to follow Jesus. Cam-
pus directors, associates and interns have had the 
opportunity to share, but the most exciting gospel 
appointments of all have been those that have been 
student-initiated.

Hayley, a Portland State University (PSU) fresh-
man, heard about how student leaders and staff set 
up gospel appointments. So, she set up a gospel 
appointment with a classmate via Zoom and led her 
through a “Three Circles” gospel presentation she 

Continued on page 19

Northwest Collegiate Ministries intern Caylea Vessels prepares to 
lead a Bible study with upperclassmen at Mt. Hood Community College.
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Continued from page 9

lawyer suggested he plead innocent, he instead pled 
guilty, stating to the court that his life had changed 
and saw another miracle when he was given a sen-
tence of three years on probation.

“I had always answered to someone in the system, 
so when I got the paper saying I was done with pro-
bation at 26 years old, I had such a sense of free-
dom,” Bronski recalled. “I realized all that pain from 
the past – something could be done about it.”

With a growing zeal for the Lord, Bronski joined the 
staff of a local church, and in 1986 launched a min-
istry at a low-income housing area first constructed 
as WWII barrack-style apartments. Similar to the 
neighborhood he grew up in, it was been known in 
some circles as Portland’s ‘ghetto.’ He organized an 
after-school program, literacy club, summer camps 
and mentoring for children in kindergarten through 
twelfth grade. Through some unfortunate dealings 
with those trying to shut the gospel message, Bron-
ski lost government funding at Columbia Villa and 
was given the opportunity to carry on the ministry 

through Mt. Olivet Baptist Church in Portland, where 
he served as pastor of evangelism and urban minis-
try for 11 years.

In recent years, Bronski has served as pastor of 
Song of Hope Church in Vancouver, WA, a racially 
mixed church that was an outgrowth of Mt Olivet 
Baptist.

“I was asked to step in and serve as an interim pas-
tor,” Bronski said. “God let me know to remain and 
that was 12 years ago. The families that were here 
have been here from the beginning. I have always 
had a mentor to pour into me and I try to pour into 
others in a similar fashion.”

Bronski and his wife, Debbie, had four children, one 
who is deceased, 24 grandchildren and nine great-
grandchildren all living in the Vancouver area.

“I believe there is going to be a revival and repen-
tance through Song of Hope,” Bronski added. “There 
is no gray area or limit to God’s grace. I just want to 
tell others about Jesus.”

By Sheila Allen

The extended Bronski family gathers during a holiday event. Ron 
Bronski is the pastor of Song of Hope Church in Vancouver, WA.
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had learned the week before and talked about the 
story of Jesus Christ. Students are understanding 
with higher awareness their classmates’ need for 
Good News in this season. They are engaging in 
those conversations with passion, courage, and love.

COVID has seemed to draw students in more seri-
ously considering eternity and whether peace exists.

At PSU, six students have 
connected this fall who were 
not following Christ at the 
beginning of the year. When 
quarantine began, each of 
them reached back to vary-
ing amounts of knowledge 
they had about God from 
middle school exposure to 
the Bible and each sepa-
rately began searching for 
the truth by reading the 
New Testament.

One of the students, Ben, 
sensed his need for God, 
chose to follow Christ, and 
read the New Testament pri-
or to meeting students from 
the PSU NCM in October. 
After the first Bible study, 
he shared, “Before tonight, 
I didn’t know any believers 
my age. I am grateful that God has answered my 
prayers and given me peers with whom to talk about 
the Bible.”

Bible studies have drawn more searching students 
than any other year. A first-time visitor has attended 
the weekly Bible study hosted by UO NCM every 
week this term; God is bringing new disciples who 
will result in spiritual multiplication on campus in 
future seasons.

Similarly, some faithful freshmen have connected 
with a Central Washington University (CWU) Bible 
study. Jeremy Johnson, the NCM campus director 
at CWU, told about one student who works across 

campus during the end of their meeting time, but 
makes the effort weekly to come over for the first 
portion of the study, eager to discover the Word of 
God in community.

At Mount Hood Community College (MHCC), NCM 
launched a small group to specifically engage fresh-
men students.

“The first week we had two students come that we 
connected with on Instagram,” noted Caylea Vessels, 
a Texan who is serving through GoNow as the Intern 
at MHCC. “The week after they brought a friend, 
and then the next week that friend brought another 
student. These freshman students are eager to grow 
in their faith and invite others for the sake of the 
gospel.”

While 2020 has seemed full of difficulty, God is con-
tinuing to be faithful, drawing collegiates to himself 
and sending them out as disciple makers.

By Miriam Rainwater, NCM Director
Portland State University

Continued from page 17

Oregon State students and NCM staff head to a pumpkin 
patch as one of the first events for Northwest Collegiate 

Ministries on the OSU campus.
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January through October Budget vs Actual Comparison
   Budget               Actual           Variance

                        2,414,612               2,388,320      -26,292

Cooperative Program & Missions NW Giving

  J-O 2020
Bellevue-Awakening Church 2,108
Bellevue-Lake Hills 5,180
Bellevue-Leaven Church 1,750
Bellevue-Rock Chinese 1,280
Bellevue-Well Commun 5,417
Bellingham-Living Word 900
Bellingham-Crossroads 1,300
Blk Diamond-Chap Wood 6,441
Bothell/Living Spring 707
Bothell-CrossPointe 13,544
Bothell-Seattle Bridge 3,825
Bothell-Tabern de Dios 163
Burlington-Calvary 3,116
Camano Island-Restoration 4,188
Clear Lake-FBC 1,500
Darrington-Mt View 5,726
Des Moines-The Mountain 8,445
Edmonds-North Seattle 100
Edmonds-One In Christ 600
Edmonds-Rock of Hope 7,130
Enumclaw-FBC 2,250
Everett-Journey 11,045
Everett-Pinehurst 9,634
Everett-S Everett Comm 3,200
Everett-Silver Lake 1,765
Fed Way-First Ukranian 1,000
Fed Way-Bethel 1,050
Fed Way-Christ Church 300
Fed Way-Cross Life 1,000
Fed Way-FBC 2,535
Fed Way-Good Neighbor 500
Fed Way-Korean-Amer 5,068
Fed Way-Lifeway 7,000
Fed Way-Nine Lakes 2,645
Fed Way-SoundSide 7,994
Fed Way-Word of Truth 600

Federal Way-City Center 2,963
Hamilton-FBC 8,831
Issaquah-Foothills 16,621
Issaquah-Summit 13,417
Kenmore-Disciple Making 100
Kent-Bread of Life 440
Kent-International Christian 450
Kent-Sequoia 13,334
Kent-Turningpoint 11,393
Lake Stevens-Lake Country 4,500
Lakewood-Emmaus 500
Lakewood-FBC 63,374
Lakewood-Good Shepherd 240
Lakewood-Kaleo Community 2,808
Lynnwood-Healing 150
Lynnwood-EagleWing 1,293
Lynnwood-Global Mission 400
Lynnwood-Japanese 1,055
Lynnwood-Martha Lk 2,764
Lynnwood-Meadowdale Com 250
Maple Falls-Mt. Baker 437
Maple Valley-Hope 49,141
Marysville-Emmanuel 2,808
Monroe-FBC 11,432
Mount Vernon-Christian 3,030
Mount Vernon-Trinity 5,873
Oak Harbor-Christian Fellow 600
Oak Harbor-Southern 5,341
Puyallup-High Pointe 25,782
Puyallup-South Hill 2,594
Puyallup-Sunrise 24,569
Redmond-FBC Rose Hill 1,500
Redmond-Korean Hope 500
Redmond-Meadowbrook 55,166
Renton-Agape 1,500
Renton-Church of Beloved 2,100
Renton-Iglesia Vida 900
Renton-Sunset 9,214

Renton-Trinity 5,000
Saesoon Baptist Church 326
Sammamish-21st Century 1,340
Seattle-The Hallows 10,000
Seattle-Chinese Southern 27,649
Seattle-CityLight Ministries 1,500
Seattle-Discovery 1,271
Seattle-Epic Life 2,938
Seattle-Eternal Joy 460
Seattle-FBC Beverly Pk 2,188
Seattle-Gracepoint 450
Seattlel-Dwelling Place 9,092
Seattle-Living Water Chin 2,993
Seattle-Loving First 1,470
Seattle-Roots Community 11,509
Seattle-Thien An 1,800
Sedro Woolley-Cross Cntry 2,754
Sedro Woolley-Skagit 1,000
Sedro Woolley-Valley 4,302
Snohomish-Bridge 1,577
Snohomish-BridgeCity 6,113
Spanaway-SE Asian 121
Sultan-FBC 2,731
Sultan-Lighthouse 2,109
Tacoma-The Pathway 1,350
Tacoma-E.Tacoma Christian 175
Tacoma-Filipino Inter 1,250
Tacoma-Good News 200
Tacoma-Highland Hill 3,737
Tacoma-Japanese Intl 5,892
Tacoma-New Beginnings 149
Tacoma-New Hope 170
Tacoma-Parkland 2,000
Tacoma-Tacoma FBC 67,000
Tacoma-VMCM 180
Yelm-First 4,912
Yelm-Ignite Church 1,161
Total 667,242

 J-O 2020
Bremerton-Kitsap Lake 8,065
Bremerton-Sonshine 2,881
Castle Rock-FBC 7,834
Centralia-Alder Street 200
Chehalis-Dayspring 14,520
Dryad-Community 3,068
Elma-Bethany 2,328
Forks-FBC 11,824
Kalama-Kalama 10,370
Kelso-East Kelso 1,066

Region 1

Region 2
Lacey-FBC 14,661
Lacey-New Zion 1,350
Longview-Beacon Hill 2,053
Longview-FBC 57,472
Longview-Highlands 2,492
Longview-La Iglesia 435
Longview-Robert Gray 8,593
Longview-Valley 24,567
Ocean Shores-Faith Com 5,111
Olympia, Westwood 2,625
Olympia-McKenzie Road 30,763
Port Angeles-Hillcrest 4,692

Region 3

Port Hadlock-Oak Bay 824
Port Orchard-Evergreen 1,311
Port Orchard-FBC 8,255
Port Townsend-San Juan 14,669
Rainier-Delena 709
Randle-Reconciled 5,562
Scappoose-Creekside 2,991
Sequim-FBC 15,071
Silverdale-Clear Creek 3,075
Silverdale-Kitsap Christian 150
Toledo-FBC 19,864
Total 289,452

 J-O 2020
Battle Ground-Parkway 57
Beavercrk-NW Contexture 3,160
Beaverton-FBC 7,446
Beaverton-Global 450
Beaverton-Iglesia Bautista 2,960
Beaverton-New Creation 1,350
Beaverton-Trinity Ch & Ministry 202
Bingen-FBC 1,003
Boring-Iglesia Vida Nueva 2,755
Camas-Lacamas Heights 3,149
Clackamas-Trinity 12,566
Estacada-Clackamas Vly 2,932
Forest Grove-The Crossing 1,713
Goldendale-Columbus Ave 16,817
Gresham-Pathway 69,136
Gresham-Punto de Gracia 210
Hillsboro-New Life 4,946
Hood River-Tucker Road 4,837
Klickitat-Klickitat Valley 1,347
Lake Oswego-Lake Bible 800
McMinnville-Grace 2,216
McMinnville-Valley 21,946
Newberg-Chehalem Valley 21,869

Odell-FBC 1,192
Parkway 643
Prtld-Flavel Street 552
Prtld-Mien Fellowship 400
Prtld-Antioch Christian 1,350
Prtld-East Bridge 1,370
Prtld-Garden Church 8,783
Prtld-Hope International 7,983
Prtld-Igl Luz del Pueblo 150
Prtld-Kaleo Communities 1,087
Prtld-Korean Logos 600
Prtld-Living Water Viet 600
Prtld-Mill Park 8,346
Prtld-New Life Intnl 900
Prtld-Peninsula 600
Prtld-Rejoice 3,313
Prtld-Romanian 600
Prtld-Sojourn Community 963
Prtld-Solid Rock 8,040
Prtld-The Common 1,472
Prtld-Vietnamese 219
Prtld-Woodstock Com 300
Prtld-Zomi Bethel 1,800
Ptld-OneHope 600

Ridgefield-GO 12,645
Rufus-Bapt Ch at Rufus 1,735
The Dalles-Emmanuel 4,179
Tigard-Hall Blvd 12,366
Tigard-Japanese Intnl 1,400
Tillamook-Life Change 5,964
Vancouver-Ukrainian 500
Vancouver-Arabic 160
Vancouver-CrossPointe 23,811
Vancouver-Evergreen 5,055
Vancouver-Family Network 850
Vancouver-Grace 1,000
Vancouver-Gtr Faith MBC 225
Vancouver-Iglesia Belen 1,139
Vancouver-Project Truth 400
Vancouver-Revival 1,650
Vancouver-River City 1,710
Vancouver-Song of Hope 800
Vancouver-Trinity 948
Vancouver-Vietnamese 640
Vancouver-Vietnamese Heart 1,672
Wilsonville-Creekside 10,512
Total 325,094
 

Region 5

 J-O 2020
Albany-Calvary 2,621
Albany-Knox Butte 180
Albany-Nueva Esperanza 675
Bend-River Woods 200
Bend-Summit Community 608
Canyonville-Canyon Creek 720
Corvallis-Branch 10,855
Corvallis-Grant Avenue 21,829
Corvallis-Pioneer Church 2,539
Cottage Grove-Calvary 3,290
Cottage Grove-Hope 1,394
Creswell-New Hope 24,716
Dexter-Dexter Baptist 328
Dorris-FBC 300
Eugene-Fairfield 25,122
Eugene-Harvest Comm 500
Eugene-Japanese 187
Eugene-Riviera 7,777
Florence-FBC 15,587
Glendale-Glendale 1,882
Grants Pass-Solid Rock 4,251
K Falls-Ch on Homedale 15,561
Keizer-Cristiana Renuevo 3,280
La Pine-Whispering Pines 806
Lakeview-Trinity 2,387
Lebanon-Iglesia Biblica Intl 200
Lebanon-Trinity 6,014
Lincoln City-Pacific 1,097
Madras-FBC 4,018
Medford-Living Hope 4,918

Medford-Lozier Lane 6,675
Medford-New Horizon 1,918
Monmouth-Cultivate 8,716
Newport-Calvary 2,471
North Bend-FBC 2,000
Phoenix-FBC 3,455
Prineville-Calvary 8,908
Prospect-Prospect 217
Redmond-HBC Espanol 200
Redmond-Highland 164,162
Reedsport-Highlands 2,585
Rogue River-Grace 8,677
Roseburg-Bethany 272
Roseburg-Faith & Reason 53
Roseburg-Vine Street 15,302
Salem-Capital 29,241
Salem-Living Water 1,493
Siletz-Sacred Ground 772
Sisters-Calvary Chapel 70
Springfield-East Side 7,291
Springfield-Grace Korean 495
Springfield-Trinity 5,782
Sweet Home-Freedom 1,264
Terrebonne-Smith Rock 5,850
Toledo-FBC 2,197
Waldport-FBC 2,500
Warm Springs-Warm Sprgs 4,035
White City-Trinity 1,000
Winston-Community 9,378
Yachats-Yachats 450
Total 461,267

 J-O 2020
Airway Hts-Airway Hts 15,425
Airway Hts-Spokane Rock 750
Athol-Athol 19,747
Benton City-FBC 2,990
Boardman-FBC 1,000
Brewster-Calvary 2,000
Burbank-Trinity 5,189
Cheney-Fellowship 3,949
Clarkston-SonRise 4,842
Clarkston-Trinity 1,300
Coeur d'Alene-Pathway 4,200
Dayton-Faith Chapel 500
Deer Park-FBC 1,314
E Wenatchee-Eastmont 41,140
Ellensburg-Chestnut St 15,817
Grandview-Valley Life 1,900
Greenacres-Greenacres 1,000
Harrison-Community 4,500
Heppner-Willow Creek 5,863
Hermiston-Grace 1,943
Hermiston-New Beginnings 2,344
Ione-Ione 1,191
Kellogg-FBC 1,622
Kennewick-Crossview 2,000
Kennewick-Finley First 2,000
Kennewick-Hillview 8,136
Kennewick-Kennewick 83,606
Kennewick-Quinault 1,290
Kennewick-Sola 3,428
La Grande-The Way 412
La Grande-Trinity 1,244
Leavenworth-FBC 15,376
Lewiston-Orchards 5,298
Lewiston-Tammany 26,503
Love Tree Church 250
Mead-Crossover 450
Moscow-Trinity 2,000
Moses Lake-Emmanuel 2,492
Newport-Newport So 5,523

Oakesdale-FBC 1,678
Otis Orchards-Starr Rd 1,100
Pasco-Iglesia Bautista 265
Pasco-International 414
Pendleton-Pendleton 3,897
Pilot Rock-Life Church 8,831
Prosser-Calvary 1,613
Pullman-Emmanuel 28,099
Pullman-Grace and Glory 578
Pullman-Resonate 16,536
Quincy-Iglesia Nueva Vida 140
Rathdrum-New Beg 3,454
Rice-Victory 2,746
Richland- Lighthouse 2,109
Richland-Reata Sprgs 12,083
Richland-Richland 139,915
Spirit Lake-Spirit Lake 3,951
Spokane Valley-Dishman 7,685
Spokane Valley-East Valley 4,592
Spokane Valley-The Rock 4,560
Spokane Valley-Valleypt 7,527
Spokane-Crestline 2,039
Spokane-Driscoll Blvd 13,010
Spokane-North Addison 6,955
Spokane-River City 487
Spokane-Springhill Bible 2,000
Spokane-Windsor 5,539
St Maries-College Ave 1,549
Union Gap-FBC 1,899
W Richland-Grace&Truth 9,524
W Richland-Reliance 13,000
Walla Walla-Blue Mt 4,895
Walla Walla-Kairos 1,947
Wapato-FBC 3,402
Warden-First 202
Yakima-Terrace Hghts 4,048
Yakima-The Cross 2,950
Yakima-The River 3,299
Zillah-Mtn View 2,124
Total 631,178

Region 4

Report only includes churches that have contributed through the 
Northwest Baptist Convention January - October 2020. A full report of 

all NWBC churches is available at www.gonbw.org/cp/

... partnering with more than 46,000 churches to make Christ known at home, across the nation, and around the world.
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By Sheila Allen

Continued from page 11
“There were times I have wanted to leave and asked 
God if this was really going to happen,” Sullivan 
acknowledged. “But God brought some people that 
breathed life into me. I prayed for people to affirm or 
show me the next steps in 2013 and we eventually 
began a capital campaign in 2017.”

While originally considering church office space only, 
pledges flowed in and church leaders strategically 
developed a new dream of a 17,000 square foot 
facility that included worship space and a “kid zone” 
that is a flexible space for staff needs. But a very 
large obstacle arrived in the form of county officials 
who seemed to block the dream at every turn.

“The people and I were discouraged about the pace 
and problems with the county, but we made progress 
until COVID hit, which delayed all momentum once 
again,” Sullivan said. “All construction was halted as 
we were not considered ‘essential services.’ I will 
admit that getting into the building almost killed me. 

I have since taken some time off and am still getting 
my feet under me.”

Now with an incredible resource of a building avail-
able to them, church leaders are envisioning how 
to put the tool they now have to work in the future. 
High Pointe members and guests recently celebrat-
ed the milestone at four weekend services to ac-
commodate space needs for social distancing.

“This has taught me that God’s timing is perfect,” 
Sullivan shared with attendees at the celebration. 
“Church in the day of COVID would be so different 
without this building. Let this grow your faith in him 
and allow him to get the glory he deserves as we 
thank him.

“We haven’t reached the finish line – in fact we have 
just begun,” he told the congregation. “We now come 
to get equipped, challenged to go out, taking God 
with us. Do not underestimate the power in that.”
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AS AMERICANS FOCUSED MOST THEIR 
ATTENTION ON ELECTING A PRESIDENT 

IN THE NOV. 3 NATIONAL ELECTION, VOTERS 
IN OREGON AND WASHINGTON STRONGLY 
APPROVED STATE MEASURES OPPOSED BY 
ORGANIZATIONS THAT DEAL WORK ON CON-
SERVATIVE MORAL CONCERNS.

Oregon will become the first state in the nation to 
decriminalize possession of small amounts of drugs 
including Oxycodone, cocaine, heroin and metham-
phetamine beginning in February 2021.

Voters approved the measure on Election Day by a 
margin of 58.6-41.4 percent and concurrently ap-
proved by 66.7-33.3 percent a new tax on tobacco 
and E-cigarettes to fund treatment programs in 
place of incarceration for drug users. 

Randy Adams, executive director and treasurer of 
the Northwest Baptist Convention, believes Oregon’s 
drug decriminalization measure will increase addic-
tion, leading to “serious health and family problems, 
among other things.”

“We can expect that drug decriminalization will cre-
ate a need for further taxation to deal with the fallout 
from increased drug use,” he said. “It is quite ironic 
that Oregon’s tax on tobacco is intended to provide 
health services for prevention and cessation pro-
grams for tobacco and nicotine related diseases.”

Southern Baptists comprise a small portion of voters 
in the state that has fewer than 150 Southern Bap-
tist churches and missions, according to the Annual 
Church Profile.

“In some states, Baptists are a significant voting 
bloc and thus wield significant political influence. 
We do not have that kind of influence in Oregon and 
Washington,” Adams said. “The focus of our conven-

tion and our churches is to lead people to Jesus as 
He is the only source for what people want most, joy 
and peace, as well as the only means to make one 
right with God for all of eternity. Increasingly, in the 
Northwest and elsewhere, believers shine like stars 
against the backdrop of an ever-darkening culture.”

Voters in several other states passed measures 
legalizing marijuana.

Newly mandated sexual health education in kinder-
garten through senior high public schools in Wash-
ington state includes guidance contrary to Scripture, 
according to several groups opposing the change.
Referendum 90 passed with 57 percent of the vote 
Nov. 3, despite opposition from a coalition includ-
ing pro-life and pro-family advocates, leaders of five 
public school districts and Republican legislators. 
Those opposed decried what they called the “early 
sexualization” of children. The coalition promotes lo-
cal curriculum and parental involvement.

NWBC’s Adams said the new law “reflects an in-
creased effort of the state to shape the thinking of 
children, usurping the proper role of the parents.”
“Liberal progressives see the family, and traditional 
family values, as a problem that must be overcome 
by using public school education to teach liberal 
values to children,” Adams said. “Parents are given 
the opportunity to opt their kids out, but that puts the 
kids in an awkward situation with their friends.”

The referendum was based on a law the Washington 
legislature passed with only Democratic Party sup-
port in March. Groups against the measure forced a 
ballot measure giving the public a chance to strike 
down the law, but voters instead approved the law. 
It would eventually require “comprehensive sexual 
health education” beginning in kindergarten.

OREGON AND WASHINGTON BOTH 
PASS CONTROVERSIAL MEASURES

By Diana Chandler, Baptist Press
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Visit our website or contact Cris at 
cris.yaw@nwbaptistfdn.org to request information. Learn 
how you can leave a blessing for your grandchildren each 

Christmas after you’re gone for years to come. 

FAMILY BLESSING  
CHARITABLE REMAINDER TRUST 

A Lasting Reminder of your Faith and Love 

Funds from the 2021 Northwest Impact mission of-
fering will be allocated for various missions and min-
istry activities the following year: church planting (50 
percent), collegiate ministry (13 percent), the Oasis 
Retreat for vocational ministry leaders (13 percent), 
ethnic/language church development and pastor 
clusters (7 percent), disaster relief (4 percent), and 
Vacation Bible School evangelism (4 percent).

In approving the possibility of acquiring up to $5 mil-
lion in short-term debt, messengers cleared the way 
for further action on a matter the Executive Board 
approved back in September – selling the current 
Northwest Baptist Center in Vancouver, WA, and pur-
chasing land for construction of a new facility that 
better meets the needs of the NWBC, the Northwest 
Baptist Foundation and the Pacific Northwest Cam-
pus of Gateway Seminary of the SBC.

“The current building and its 9-acre location have 
served the convention’s churches well since its 
opening in 1997, but it is far larger than is needed 

with current staffing and requirements of the three 
partner entities,” according to Adams.

Based on preliminary estimates about the current 
value of the land and building, upward of $9 million, 
a relocation and building in the nearby area could 
net significant funds for “continuing investments in 
kingdom ministry to our churches” rather than in the 
maintenance and upkeep of an aging facility, Adams 
noted. Convention leaders are working with a local 
realtor that specializes in commercial realty and an 
experienced builder in Clark County.

“We believe the estimated value of the convention’s 
current land and building provides sufficient margin 
for any debt acquired to be eliminated upon sale of 
the current facility,” he said. “Without question, the ef-
fort of the hundreds of Northwest Baptist volunteers 
who gave their time and energies in the construction 
of the current facility provided for all of us an asset 
that helps us move forward into the future God has 
in store.”

Continued from page 5

By Cameron Crabtree
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Northwest Baptist Convention
3200 NE 109th Ave
Vancouver, WA 98682

Say YES to VBS!
One week can transform your church!
Vacation Bible School still works!
WHAT? 

• High impact evangelistic and discipleship event• Build relationships. Teach the Bible. Share the gospel.          Mobilize the church.

WHY? 
Research shows:

• Over 13,500 kids and adults were engaged in VBS                    at 161 NWBC churches in 2019.
• At least 674 decisions were made for Christ at VBS                   in NWBC churches in 2019.
• In the USA, 60% of adults attended VBS as kids.                     90% have positive memories. 
• 69% of parents will encourage kids to go to VBS                         if invited by a friend.
• https://kidsministry.lifeway.com/2018/12/20/vbs-its-worth-it/

HOW? 
• Explore the possibilities at a VBS Workshop• Virtual, family, retreat, weekly, mornings, evenings...

WHERE? 
• Outside, inside, @Home, @Church...

WORKSHOP FOR LIFEWAY'S VBS 
DESTINATION DIG

March 12-13, 2021
NW Baptist Center, Vancouver WA

Friday 6 to 8 pm -  VBS Rally
Saturday 8am to 12:30pm 

    Pastors and ministry directors 
explore the possibilities.

    Inspire and equip preschool
and kids teachers.

For more information: NWbaptist.org or contact
Leigh Ann Stark: LAStark@nwbaptist.org


