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VIEWPOINT by Randy Adams, Executive Director

IT’S NOT ALL BAD NEWS

We’re half way through 2020 and it can’t end too 
quickly. That’s a common sentiment, it’s not all bad 
news. Good things are happening. Young couples are 
beginning wedded life together, about 6,300 every 
day in the U.S. and 2.3 million annually. During these 
stay at home days my wife found the love letters 
we wrote to each other in the months leading up to 
our marriage almost 40 years ago. I’ve been reading 
them and reliving the dreams we had and the love 
we expressed so deeply. In this troubled year other 
young lovers are beginning life together with the 
same love and dreams we had.

And babies are being born, 10,388 each day in the 
U.S. (3.8 million annually) and 386,000 each day in 
the world (141 million annually). Babies bring joy 
today and hope for tomorrow. We do not know their 
future. Will 2020 yield children who live courageous-
ly and serve God faithfully?  Will this batch of babies 
triumph in tribulation and wear the white robes of 
the martyrs? We don’t know, but we know that every 
day parents welcome children with the hope and joy 
parents have always had. That’s good news.
              
There’s good news from our Northwest Baptist 
Convention churches, too. People in the Northwest 
have been led to Christ over Zoom calls. New believ-
ers are being baptized. A pastor told me that on 
their first Sunday gathering for worship following the 
Covid-19 shutdown, a 67-year-old woman professed 
faith in Christ and will be baptized. There were 25 
gathered on that Sunday, and God was at work! He’s 
always at work. Our God is always doing more than 
we know, never less. That’s good news. 

Incredibly, when we announced that 50 East Asia 
missionary units needed temporary housing here 
in the U.S. because of Covid-19 concerns in their 
places of service, about 70 churches and individuals 
responded with housing offers. This was huge. The 

only disappointment is that most will not host a mis-
sionary because many are going to stay with their 
family. But the offer to provide housing revealed the 
huge hearts of our people. Southern Baptists across 
the country are caring for all 50 missionary families. 
Please pray for them. They had to leave their East 
Asia home and most will not be allowed back into 
the country. They will be in temporary housing for 
several months before finding a new place to serve.

And here’s another good news story. With remark-
able generosity during these Covid-19 months, when 
we could not gather for worship, our people brought 
God’s tithes and offerings to their churches. The 
best explanation we have for this is that many of our 
church members are biblical stewards, not religious 
consumers. They love God and their church. Pastors 
and churches have also responded by offering sup-
port to churches that are hurting. Several churches 
have contributed to the NWBC pastoral assistance 
fund to meet the needs of pastors whose churches 
are struggling, and several have been helped. That’s 
the fruit of cooperation with the NWBC.

As evidence that our churches collectively are doing 
well, missions giving through the Cooperative Pro-
gram from January–June remains over budget, and 
even over what was given during the same period in 
2019. It’s amazing! This has enabled us to continue 
supporting missionaries, church plants, and other 
mission efforts. Although we’ve received significant 
funding reductions from NAMB and LifeWay, our 
churches remain strong.

Like you, I want to get past Covid and wearing 
masks, and I want to shake hands and hug people 
again. But until that day comes, I’m grateful God 
is working, doing more than we know. It remains a 
good day to serve the Lord in the Northwest. 
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ON THE COVER
Pray for Joshua and Katie Ekberg of Resonate Church’s site in Eu-
gene, OR, who were commissioned earlier this year to start a church 
in Canada as part of Resonate’s multiplying network in college towns 
across the Northwest and North America. Starting churches is a vital 
part of Northwest Baptist Convention evangelism and discipleship 
efforts. (Andrew Lang photo)
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AS ALEX KATO AND HIS FAMILY 

PREPARED A CROSS-COUN-

TRY MOVE FOR HIM TO STEP IN AS 

NEW PASTOR AT TRINITY BAPTIST 

CHURCH IN RENTON, WA, LIFE 

WAS UPENDED EVEN MORE WITH 

THE ONSET OF THE COVID-19  

PANDEMIC HITTING THE GREATER 

PUGET SOUND AREA WITH THE 

FIRST RECOGNIZED CASES IN THE 

UNITED STATES.

“One challenging factor for us is that 
I just started as pastor in March, and 
until the last week of March, we were 
still living in New Jersey,” Kato said. 
“So we met for worship online only, 
uploading services stitched together by 

our tech team, with prayers and music 
from various homes in Washington and 
sermons from New Jersey.”

The church targeted May 31 as their 
first opportunity to stream services 
from the TBC sanctuary after the 
Katos arrived at their new home. New 
state guidelines received just prior 
to that date were rolled out to allow 
outdoor services for up to 100 people, 
which required church leadership to 
remain nimble in their approach. A 
tent-raising on the back lawn offered 
opportunities to gather in person with 
adequate space to remain in compli-
ance with public health protocols.

“We are grateful to have the ideal 
people and resources to make this 
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Worshippers at Grant Ave. Baptist Church in Corvallis, OR, were directed to appropriately 
distanced seating when state regulations allowed churches to resume services.
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outdoor worship service happen,” Kato stated. “Each 
summer we put on a Vacation Bible Adventure for 
over 300 kids and were sad to cancel that this sum-
mer, but now we had the 
tents and volunteers who 
knew how to put them to-
gether. Our congregation’s 
unique resources to offer a 
time of worship in Phase 1 
has felt like a great gift, a 
chance to engage some of 
those ministry opportunities.”

As Trinity Baptist experienced, pulling together the 
COVID-19 Comprehensive Plan required by the 
state was an exhausting process. The church has 
the capability for attendees to bring lawn chairs or 
tune to an FM transmitter in their cars. They have 
suspended congregational singing for the time be-
ing, but instead incorporate instrumental or small 
ensemble songs in each service.

“Our tech volunteers have gone above and beyond 
to figure each new challenge out and we are excited 
to take a break from reinventing the wheel each 
week,” Kato said. “Overall being back together, dis-
tanced and masked as we may be, has been a great 
encouragement and a gracious gift.”

After offering drive-in church in the early stages of 
the pandemic, The Baptist Church on Homedale 
in Klamath Falls, OR, began offering two in-person 
worship services in early June and small groups 
under 25 persons are approved for meeting while 
staying in compliance with the Phase 1 reopening 
order for Klamath County. The church has a thor-
ough sanitization team that prepares the building 
and focus on classrooms, auditorium, kitchen and 
bathrooms, while offering sanitization stations dis-
tributed throughout the campus, according to John 
Wu, associate pastor.

“We are encouraging our greeters and congrega-
tion to refrain from shaking hands during our ser-
vices out of respect for the health and safety of our 
church family,” Wu said. “No bulletins/programs will 
be distributed and additionally all of our staff mem-
bers have been tested for COVID.”

OVERALL BEING BACK TOGETHER, 

DISTANCED AND MASKED AS WE MAY BE 

HAS BEEN A GREAT ENCOURAGEMENT 

AND A GRACIOUS GIFT.
- ALEX KATO

As additional phases are allowed, BCH leaders will 
arrange seating in the auditorium, foyer and kitchen 
areas that comply with the requirements so that fam-

ilies can sit safely together. 
The church asks volun-
teers on their children’s, 
safety, hospitality, greeting 
and check-in teams to 
wear masks.

All children will have their 
temperature taken with a non-contact, infrared 
thermometer,” Wu noted. “A child with a temperature 
of over 100 degrees will be asked to rest for five 
minutes and rescan. If the temperature persists, the 
participant’s family will be notified and asked to take 
their child home. All children will be asked to wash 
and or sanitize their hands at the beginning of each 
class time.”

The church will also continue live-streaming music 
and the weekly sermon for those who prefer the 
security of worshipping from home.

While Calvary Baptist Church in Newport, OR, elect-
ed to delay the resumption of services until Phase 2 
due to the age and health issues of most members, 
one thing that not put on hold was their ministry to 
the homeless and hungry in the area. Long known to 
have a heart for those less fortunate, the church has 
provided meals two times per week for many years 
in their fellowship hall.

“In order to keep everyone safe we had to stay out 
of the building,” said Fredda Butler, who has worked 
tirelessly alongside her daughter and son-in-law 
Barbara and Dan Ballas to keep the program run-
ning. “Our solution to that problem was to feed a hot 
meal from the back door. It took some quick planning 
and changing things around but we have not missed 
a meal. Those we feed are very grateful but they 
miss being able to come in and sit and visit, which 
we can’t risk.”

The crew also hands out drinks, snacks, tarps and 
masks, according to Butler, who have served over 
1,000 meals since the onset of the pandemic, an 

Continued on page 16
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AFTER A CAREER BEGUN AS AN ATOMIC 
REACTOR OPERATOR, JERRY KAN-

ZLER ENTERED THE BURGEONING FIELD 
OF COMPUTER OPERATORS IN 1963 AND 
EVENTUALLY SPENT 33 YEARS WORKING 
AT WASHINGTON STATE UNIVERSITY IN 
PULLMAN, WA. HE AND HIS WIFE, SHIRLEY, 
BOTH RETIRED FROM WSU AND THEN 
BEGAN ANOTHER STORIED CAREER WITH 

A MINISTRY FOCUS.

What began as a volunteer role to help build Em-
manuel Baptist Church in Pullman as a member 
went on to become a life calling, taking the Kanzlers 
on the road for over eight years in their RV. The 
Kanzlers, who will soon celebrate their sixtieth wed-
ding anniversary, moved from church to church as 
site construction managers in locales form Arizona 
to Alaska, with many Northwest Baptist churches in 
between.

The Kanzlers became adept at marshalling the forc-
es of volunteer building crews and in 2008 accepted 
the volunteer assignment of church construction 
consultants for the Northwest Baptist Convention.
Often meeting with church leadership as they 
dreamed and planned for new facilities, the Kanzlers  
worked through the beginning stages of developing 
projects for some, while others were ready to launch 
into construction. Working from their home base in 

Kennewick, WA, Jerry and Shirley traveled freeways 
and back roads to assist churches small and large in 
towns such as Burlington, WA, Monroe, WA, Rath-
drum, ID, Clarkston, WA, Seattle, Springfield, OR, and 
more. 

A significant portion of their responsibility was 
securing and communicating with volunteer building 
crews who typically came from the Bible belt to as-
sist church in the Northwest, where fewer churches 
and resources are available. They managed teams of 
up to 150 volunteers. The Kanzlers also worked with 
churches that were considering selling their property 
and relocating to a new site. Always open to helping 
when needed, the duo endeavored to secure assis-
tance for churches that needed major repairs, such 
as roof damage sustained by storms.

“Our primary job was to assist churches in all phases 
of church construction, but a lot of work must be 
done before one nail is put in wood,” said Jerry Kan-
zler. “Volunteer teams often commit to witnessing to 
two people on their way to the mission project and 
the on trip home. If the mission project was of a size 
that it was of media interest, it got a spot on the eve-
ning TV news. Many thousands would hear a witness 
of how Christ lives in the life of these Christians to 
volunteer to give themselves and work hard at their 
own expense. 

“My first project was in Sacaton, AZ, and upon ar-
rival on Thursday, my first job was to clean out two 
loft rooms where heating and air conditioning units 
were to be installed on Monday,” noted Kanzler. “After 
removing all the artificial flowers from funerals over 
the years past and six inches of silt, I had a little talk 
with the Lord and said ‘Lord, I said new construction.’ 
Then, when scooping up all the silt, I hit something 
hard, a plaque that noted this was the first Southern 
Baptist church planted in an Indian Nation in 1925. 
This was a game changer for me and it was the first 
time this building had heating, air, inside bathrooms, 
new carpet and seating.”

Continued on page 21

Faithful Servants
BLESSED NORTHWEST CONGREGATIONS
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ALTHOUGH A TEXAS NATIVE, GARRY 
BENFIELD HAS SPENT HIS CAREER 

SERVING IN THE NORTHWEST AS INTERN, 
PASTOR, DIRECTOR OF MISSIONS, CAMP 
MISSIONARY AND CHURCH PLANTING CAT-
ALYST. NOW NEWLY RETIRED, BENFIELD 
AND HIS WIFE, SUZANNE, WILL TAKE SOME 
TIME TO CONSIDER THEIR NEXT PHASE OF 
MINISTRY.

“I served in the Air Force and then Suzanne and I 
married in 1979,” said Benfield. “I was an intern pas-
tor at First Baptist Church of the Deaf in Portland, 
OR, while Suzanne worked at a school for the deaf 
and thought I would stay there and remain in deaf 
work. I attended Golden Gate (now Gateway) Semi-
nary at the Pacific Northwest Campus and gradu-
ated in 1988.”

The Benfields began going to deaf camps at Mt. 
Baker, in Portland and in Seattle, where they volun-
teered to work with children. Eventually Harold Hitt, 
a longtime state director of missions for the North-
west Baptist Convention, became a mentor and the 
young Benfield seized opportunities to “pick the 
brains of many old-timers.” He sees himself as a link 
to the past.

“We moved to Auburn, WA, in the late 80s when I 
became the first fulltime pastor at North Auburn 
Baptist Church after they voted 13-0 to call me,” 
Benfield stated. “I was on church assistance through 
the Home Mission Board (now North American Mis-
sion Board.)”

Another turning point for Benfield occurred when he 
began organizing the work of summer missionaries 
for the Puget Sound Baptist Association.

“I had quite a bit of success with them and I’ve said 
I never turn down volunteers,” Benfield noted. “That 
can also present challenges. Our church was doing 

quite well and I’ve got blood, sweat and tears all over 
that building,” as he began doing ground work to 
build a facility for North Auburn Baptist. 

The Columbia Basin Baptist Association located in 
Washington’s Tri-Cities area then called Benfield as 
its director of missions in 1995, where he continued 
his heavy involvement with summer missionaries and 
pastoral interns, several of whom he has built lifelong 
friendships with.

“I’ve always felt that every church has the potential 
to be the church God wants it to be,” Benfield noted. 
“I’m a champion for small churches and firmly believe 
they can be effective in God’s kingdom work. I’ve 
been involved in more church conflicts than I can 
count, but it’s been worth it to see churches suc-
ceed.”

After 14 years with Columbia Basin, Benfield transi-
tioned to the staff of the Northwest Baptist Conven-
tion, along with all directors of mission serving in the 
Northwest.

“When I met Garry I met a friend,” said Randy Adams, 
executive director of the Northwest Baptist Con-
vention. ” I quickly saw that he loves Jesus and his 

Longtime staffer
RETIRES FOLLOWING YEARS OF MINISTRY

Continued on page 21
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RANDY ADAMS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF 

THE NORTHWEST BAPTIST CONVENTION, 

JOINED SOUTHERN BAPTIST MINISTRY LEAD-

ERS ACROSS THE COUNTRY IN A STATEMENT 

THAT GRIEVED THE MAY 25 DEATH OF GEORGE 

FLOYD, AN AFRICAN AMERICAN WHO DIED IN 

POLICE CUSTODY IN MINNEAPOLIS, MN, AND 

DECRIED “RACIAL INEQUITY IN THE DISTRIBU-

TION OF JUSTICE” IN THE UNITED STATES.

The statement co-authored by J.D. Greear, president 
of the Southern Baptist Convention, and SBC semi-
nary president Jamie Dew was signed by all SBC of-
ficers, entity heads and state convention executives.
The statement, released on Baptist Press May 30, 
described churches of convention as “committed to 
the equality and dignity of all people.”

It noted the incident that sparked demonstrations, 
protests and riots across the country – including 
Portland, Seattle and smaller communities in the 
Northwest -- connected to a “long history of unequal 

Race & Justice
 

SOUTHERN BAPTISTS WEIGH IN
 WITH VIEWS

justice in our country, going back to the grievous 
Jim Crow and slavery eras. The images and informa-
tion we have available to us in this case are horrific 
and remind us that there is much more work to be 
done to ensure that there is not even a hint of racial 
inequity in the distribution of justice in our country. 
We grieve to see examples of the misuse of force, 
and call for these issues to be addressed with speed 
and justice.”

In calling attention to law enforcement officers who 
“bravely risk their lives for others and uphold justice 
with dignity and integrity,” signatories also lamented 
when officers “misuse their authority and bring un-
necessary harm on the people they are called to pro-
tect. We further grieve with our minority brothers and 
sisters in the wake of George Floyd’s death, pray for 
his family and friends and greatly desire to see the 
misuse of force and any inequitable distributions of 
justice come to an end.”

In correspondence with Northwest Baptist pastors 
not long after the joint statement was released, 
Adams also pointed to a June 2 statement from 
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Continued on page 17

SBC Executive Committee CEO Ronnie Floyd urg-
ing Southern Baptists to speak out about racism in 
America.

Given the role pro-slavery views and racial dis-
crimination played in formation of the SBC in the 
mid-1800s, it’s not been easy for Southern Baptists 
to have conversations about race.  In 1995 -- 150 
years after its founding -- the SBC finally and for-
mally apologized “to all African-Americans for con-
doning and/or perpetuating individual and systemic 
racism in our lifetime” and repented of racism.

In his June statement, Floyd urged Southern Bap-
tists to continue working to eradicate racism in all its 
forms.

“Racism is sin,” he said. “It is blasphemy against the 
God who created each of us in His divine image. 
We cannot justify or rationalize racism, bigotry, or 
prejudice in any way. Each is ungodly, inhumane, and 
stands arrogantly against the life and teachings of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.”

In two personal essays penned in June, Adams 
wrote about “key biblical truths” that should inform  
current debates about solutions to racism and injus-
tice in the country.

The first – titled “Thoughts on Race and Justice in 
America” – emphasized the importance of remem-
bering every human being is created in the image of 
God.

“The dignity and value of every individual is tied to 
this fact,” said Adams. “From 
this comes the Christian 
belief that individuals are 
precious and valued, not 
simply groups of people or 
nations of people or people 
of a certain color, but every 
individual person has equal 
value and dignity and the God-given right to be 
treated justly.”

Without strong belief in God’s creation of every 
person, Adams suggested, others end up devalued 
or despised.

“Most people believe in some form of biological 
evolution of the origin of life,” he noted. “Although 
hatred of the other ‘tribe’ has existed for thousands 
of years, for the past 150 years evolution has been 
used to support theories of racial differences and 
racial superiority.”
But any theory of humanity that falls short of what 
the Scripture teaches, which includes all forms of 
racism and racist theories, ultimately leads to devalu-
ing human beings. Christians must argue from Scrip-
ture the fundamental truths that there is one human-
ity, descended from one man, and each person is 
created in God’s image with equal value and worth.

The second essay – “Prevailing in an Unwinnable 
War” – emphasized the importance of the Holy Spirit 
influencing every human heart.

“The struggles that we face are mostly within our-
selves,” said Adams. “Racism is a heart problem, as is 
hate and bitterness and pride and lust and loveless-
ness of all kinds. It’s in the heart that the battle rages 
most fiercely. It’s the heart of every single person, of 
every color and hue, under heaven. … Only the Holy 
Spirit can spread the balm of peace that produces 
love one for another, sufficient to pursue righteous-
ness and justice for all.”

Go to randyadams.org to read the full essays.

Pastors of NWBC churches have responded to the 
unrest in various ways. Some have participated in 
peaceful protests about ending police brutality or 
injustices against African Americans, while others 

used their online Sunday 
gatherings to host guest 
speakers and other pas-
tors for conversations 
about the state of race 
relations in the country.

A flashpoint for some 
Christians has been the phrase, “Black Lives Matter.” 
Many support the statement on its face value or the 
sentiments upholding the dignity of people of color, 

“ONLY THE HOLY SPIRIT CAN SPREAD 
THE BALM OF PEACE THAT PRODUCES 
LOVE ONE FOR ANOTHER, SUFFICIENT TO 
PURSUE RIGHTEOUSNESS AND JUSTICE 
FOR ALL.”

- RANDY ADAMS
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TOTAL GOAL: $140,000
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TOTAL GOAL: $140,000

PLANTING CHURCHES
TO TRANSFORM THE NORTHWEST’S SPIRITUAL CLIMATE ($70,000)

SHARING CHRIST
WITH CHILDREN, COLLEGE STUDENTS & OTHERS ($29,500)

OFFERING HOPE
FOR THOSE FACING CRISIS AMID DISASTER ($6,500)

TRAINING LEADERS
FOR EFFECTIVE MINISTRY ($34,000)

NORTHWEST IMPACT multiplies the partnership of  500+ NWBC churches and helps fulfill the 
Great Commission of  Jesus from our neighborhoods to the nations. It is formally known as the 

Sylvia Wilson Mission Offering, in memory of  the longtime mission leader in the Northwest.



12 Northwest Baptist Witness JULY/AUGUST 2020

WITH 12 MILLION PEOPLE LIVING ACROSS THE 
DIVERSE COMMUNITIES OF WASHINGTON, 

OREGON AND NORTH IDAHO – AND ONLY ABOUT 
4 PERCENT OF THEM PARTICIPATING IN VARIOUS 
CHURCH SERVICES AND MINISTRIES IN A GIVEN 
WEEK – IT’S EASY TO SEE THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST 
AS A VAST MISSION FIELD FULL OF OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR A GROWING GOSPEL WITNESS.

About 500 churches that comprise the Northwest Bap-
tist Convention seek to reach their communities with the 
message of God’s life-changing love through cooperative 
efforts focused in four areas: starting churches, training 
leaders for various ministries, offering hope during crisis 
and, ultimately, sharing the good news of Jesus Christ 
through multiple evangelism efforts and outreach projects.

Over the next few weeks, Northwest Baptist churches will 
receive information about the Northwest Impact Missions 
Offering and promotional materials offering ways church 
members can participate in this important funding channel 
for missions in the Northwest.

The offering, together with monthly Cooperative Program 
missions giving from Northwest Baptists, is the primary 
way that churches fund missions in the convention’s 
three-state region.

The overall goal for the 2020 Northwest Impact Missions 
Offering is $140,000. The specific allocations include: 
Church Planting $70,000; Collegiate Ministry $17,500; 
Oasis Leadership Development Retreat, $16,000; Eth-
nic/Language Church Development $8,000; Evangelism 
$6,500; Disaster Relief $6,500; Vacation Bible School 
Evangelism Training, $5,500; Promotional Expenses 
$10,000.

“This offering is important to Northwest missions and 
I want to encourage every church to participate,” said 
Randy Adams, NWBC executive director. In 2019, about 
140 churches participated in the Northwest Impact Mis-
sions Offering, giving more than $115,800. Learn more 
about Northwest Impact at nwbaptist.org or talk with your 
pastor or church mission’s leader.
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DAY 1: CHURCH PLANTING
Pray for ways your church can become a partner in beginning 
new ministry groups and in the continuous planting of  healthy, 
reproducing churches. Pray for pastors and ministry teams 
starting congregations in communities across the region.

DAY 2: COMMUNITY EVANGELISM
Believing God will bring a spiritual harvest, pray for your 
church’s part in sharing a bold witness of  the gospel.  Pray 
for such efforts to result in believers being baptized by your 
church and others in the Northwest.

DAY 3: COLLEGIATE EVANGELISM
Pray for churches to reach out in creative ways to young 
adults, resulting in proclamation of  the gospel to a generation 
needing a message of  hope and love as they make formative 
decisions about their future.

DAY 4: CHILDHOOD EVANGELISM
Pray for preschool and children’s ministry teachers and lead-
ers in your church and across the convention. Childhood and 
teenage years are critical for reaching young people with God’s 
good news and forming their spiritual direction. In the North-
west each year, hundreds of  children make professions of  faith 
through Vacation Bible School and other outreach efforts by 
churches.

DAY 5: TRAINING LEADERS
Pray for the leaders of  your church to grow spiritually, person-
ally and in their leadership. Pray that their families will experi-
ence a close relationship with God and with one another. The 
NWBC offers multiple opportunities for helping pastors and 
ministry staff  lead your church courageously and faithfully in 
response to God’s direction.

DAY 6: ETHNIC CHURCH DEVELOPMENT
Praise God for all he is accomplishing through the efforts of  
churches in more than two dozen languages in the Northwest. 
Pray he will reveal ways your church can partner with others to 
make a difference among diverse populations in your commu-
nity.

DAY 7: DISASTER RELIEF MINISTRIES
Pray for chaplains, feeding crews and other specialized relief  
teams and the 600-plus trained volunteers who offer physical 
aid and spiritual care to people in crisis situations. Through 
their readiness and compassion, Northwest Baptist Disaster 
Relief  teams offer help, hope and healing when people need it 
most.

7
Days of  

Focused 

Prayer 

As you pray for your own 

church’s mission effort, join 

in this 7-day prayer oppor-

tunity for God’s blessing on 

the mission partnership of  

NWBC churches in Oregon, 

Washington & north Idaho. 
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THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST CAMPUS OF 

GATEWAY SEMINARY PLANS TO RESUME 

FACE-TO-FACE INSTRUCTION FOR THE FALL 

2020 SEMESTER, ACCORDING TO SEMINARY 

OFFICIALS. HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES 

WILL BE IN PLACE, INCLUDING MASKS, SOCIAL 

DISTANCING, HANDWASHING AND MORE, WITH 

ALLOWANCES MADE FOR MEDICAL CONDI-

TIONS.

Face-to-face classes will also offer a remote video 
access option, which allows students to participate in 
classes real time. Other classes may only be offered 
in distance learning formats, either remote access 
or online. Remote access was already a growing 
phenomenon for Gateway and the Northwest cam-
pus specifically, according to campus director Mark 
Bradley.

“From the middle of the spring semester, Gateway 
demonstrated the ability to deliver all our courses via 
remote access, so regardless of potential COVID-
related complications, we are prepared to deliver our 
courses to our students,” Bradley said. “Students who 
choose the remote access option are grateful for the 
real-time experience of the lectures and discussions 
without the expense and inconvenience of hours of 
driving from far-flung locales.

Since recommended COVID-19 response protocols 
are ever-changing, Gateway is committed to fol-
lowing governmental guidelines and will adjust as 
necessary, added Bradley.

Faculty and Gateway students should be prepared 
to shift from face-to-face delivery to remote access 
on short notice if the seminary needs to change its 
delivery strategy in response to the pandemic. The 
library will be open offering educational services, but 
with limited seating in study areas.

Since the Northwest campus is a tenant of the 
Northwest Baptist Center, 

Gateway employees will cooperate with 
the NWBC by limiting entrance to 
the seminary through their own foyer, with no stu-
dents or visitors in the convention hallways or offices 
to limit potential exposures.

In other developments, the Association of Theologi-
cal Schools voted June 25 to adopt new standards 
of accreditation. Two of the noteworthy changes are:

•  Seminaries are now authorized to offer mas-
ter’s degrees as short as 36 credits instead of 
a minimum of 48 credits. In anticipation of this 
new standard, Gateway Seminary faculty already 
designed a new 36-credit Master of Theological 
Essentials, which will be available to students 
this fall. This degree includes the core theologi-
cal courses in Old Testament, New Testament, 
theology, and church history, as well as herme-
neutics, Baptist history, Christian ethics, and 
theological field education. Students who earn 
this master’s degree will have the opportunity 
to continue on to complete one of Gateway’s 
longer master’s degrees and end up holding two 
master’s degrees.

•  The “ten-year rule” has been eliminated. 
Previously, the seminary was supposed to only 
consider course work completed within the last 
ten years as applicable to degree completion. 
With this rule eliminated, all those older credits 
are “back on the table” with no need to seek an 
exception. No matter how long ago a student 
completed a seminary course at an accredited 
seminary, it can now be applied toward a degree 
at Gateway. Anyone who despaired about their 
old credits should consider returning to complete 
their degree.

Bradley can review academic history and advise 
about Gateway’s degree programs.

For more information regarding pursuing seminary 
education through the Pacific Northwest Campus, 
call 360.882.2200 or email pnwc-info@gs.edu.

Gateway Seminary
OFFERS MULTIPLE AVENUES FOR TRAINING

Compiled for the Witness
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NORTHWEST BAPTIST CONVENTION 

CHURCHES AND THEIR MEMBERS 

SHOWED GREAT HEART FOR INTERNATIONAL 

MISSION BOARD PERSONNEL SERVING IN 

EAST ASIA IN RECENT DAYS WHEN A CALL 

WENT OUT REQUESTING HOUSING FOR THOSE 

WORKERS RECENTLY DISPLACED DUE TO THE 

COVID-19 PANDEMIC AND OTHER GLOBAL IS-

SUES. ALTHOUGH THE REQUEST WAS LATER 

SCALED BACK, AN ORIGINAL REQUEST FOR 

ACCOMMODATIONS AND VEHICLES FOR UP TO 

50 FAMILY UNITS WAS MET WITH SWIFT AFFIR-

MATION.

Nearly 70 churches or individuals offered to provide 
housing for missionaries who have been displaced 
from their homes, according to Randy Adams, 
NWBC executive director.

“The overwhelming response of our people and 
churches to this need ‘blew our IMB leaders away,’” 
said Adams. “They were hoping maybe a fraction 
of that number would respond, but they didn’t quite 
know how much we love our missionaries and how 
so many would move largely and quickly to meet this 
need.

“Our IMB East Asia leaders are very grateful and 
want me to express that,” Adams added.

While the number of homes and vehicles was ulti-
mately reduced from original numbers, one church 
is slated to provide an apartment for a missionary 
family for approximately five months. Though the 
church had not expected such a lengthy stay, Adams 
assured the pastor that others would step in the gap 
should the missionaries need to stay longer than 
what the church’s budget allowed.

While the situation is still fluid, Northwest Baptist 
leaders expect to easily make adjustments along the 
way.

“This is an example of the fact that our churches are 
not alone and on their own, but as a convention of 
Northwest Baptist churches, we stand together, 
we pull together,” Adams said. “Even those who 
won’t house a family right now and were ea-
ger to do so, God sees this and they will be 
blessed for their heart’s desire to serve 
God in this way.”

Northwest Families
OPEN HOMES TO MISSIONARIES

By Sheila Allen



16 Northwest Baptist Witness JULY/AUGUST 2020

By Sheila Allen

incredible feat for a very small church with a 
100 year old kitchen that was last remodeled 
in 1985.

Members at First Baptist Church in Toledo, 
WA, were treated to a fun and informative 
YouTube video as the church rolled out crite-
ria for meeting at a local park. Included in the 
video were instructions on parking distances, 
reminders about no in-person contact, seating 
arrangements, restroom information and more. 

Pastor Joe Martin also provided a taped ses-
sion as he and Dr. Rob McElhaney discussed 
COVID-related concerns for church members. 
McElhaney noted that previous crises impact-
ing Americans included wars that unified 

people rather than driving citizens apart.

“Don’t look for things that just fit your ideology,” 
McElhaney said. “Those with medical issues 
would be more protected at church if everyone 
wore masks. Science shows it reduces spread 
by 20 percent and social distancing is even 
more effective than masks.”

McElhaney noted that hardship can reveal 
where someone is at spiritually at times.

“There is as much political divide as I’ve ever 
experienced and racial divide has added to this 
like a powder keg,” McElhaney said. “We need 
to focus on where we will be spiritually when 
this is over.”

Martin encouraged churches to show love 
in the midst of the pandemic, through such 
actions as keeping aware of others’ needs or 

actions as simple as providing masks, reach-
ing out to the newly unemployed and keeping 
in touch with those with social needs, which 
might just be too much family togetherness.

For additional church resources regarding 
steps to reopening, visit https://www.nwbap-
tist.org/nwbc_resources/covid-19-info/.

Continued from page 5

2020 LIFE ENRICHMENT CONFERENCE:
A Retreat for Those over 50

“THERE IS AS MUCH POLITICAL DIVIDE 
AS I’VE EVER EXPERIENCED AND RA-
CIAL DIVIDE HAS ADDED TO THIS LIKE A 
POWDER KEG. WE NEED TO FOCUS ON 
WHERE WE WILL BE SPIRITUALLY WHEN 
THIS IS OVER.”

- DR. ROB McELHANEY

Clear directions were given for attenders at Grant Ave. Baptist Church in Corvallis, OR as they 
entered the building, ensuring safe protocols were in place for the comfort of all.
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Guest name

Address

Phone #

Church
Send fees and room request to: NWBC Senior Adult Retreat, 3200 NE 109th Ave., Vancouver, WA 98682

Email

Building Choice
Name of roommate if
Other than spouse
______ I prefer to stay in my RV and would like  
 information about nearby parks & costs. 

Special Guests:
• Bruce Sloan, Evangelism and Church Health     

Strategist, NWBC Region Four 
• Bobby and Sharon Watkins, retired Worship 
 Leaders, Spokane, WA
Registration Information:
•  Lodging assignments made upon registration and   
 payment received
•  Room requests are considered but not guaranteed
  

# of guests 
per room

1
2
3
4

Rate per
Guest
225.00
210.00
195.00
180.00

Beach Front

Check here if you would like to come but do not have transportation

(Not all rooms have ocean view - See 
www.cbcc.net for more facility information)

Pacific View
# of guests 
per room

1
2
3
4

Rate per
Guest
225.00
210.00
195.00
180.00

Pay $50 a month with balance paid by October 12, 2020

Questions? Contact Marsha Gray 503.320.9296 or SAR@nwbaptist.org

Prices are per person and include:
•  Monday & Tuesday Dinner
•  Tuesday & Wednesday Breakfast

2020 LIFE ENRICHMENT CONFERENCE:
A Retreat for Those over 50

OCT. 19-21  //  CANNON BEACH CONFERENCE CENTER  //  CANNON BEACH , OR

but they don’t want their support associated with the 
political organization bearing the same name.

The SBC’s Greear, who’s made increasing racial and 
ethnic diversity in convention leadership a mark of 
his presidency, was both credited and criticized for 
his remarks on the matter in a June 9 address to 
Southern Baptists:

“Southern Baptists, we need to say it clearly as a 
gospel issue, ‘Black lives matter.’ Of course, black 
lives matter -- our black brothers and sisters are 
made in the image of God. … (it’s) an important 
thing to say right now because we are seeing in our 

country the evidence of specific injustices that many 
of our black brothers and sisters and friends have 
been telling us about for years.”

Greear noted the Black Lives Matter organization 
has “worldview and policy prescriptions” that are 
“deeply at odds with my own,” but implored Southern 
Baptists to promote the phrase’s sentiment.

“We know that honoring Christ in this moment, that 
means listening to those who hurt, it means lament-
ing with them, and bearing their burdens. Pursuing 
justice means laboring for the protection of others 
as fiercely as we would our own children,” Greear 
said.

Compiled for the Witness

Continued from page 9
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INTERNATIONAL MISSION BOARD OFFICIALS 

HAVE URGED SOUTHERN BAPTISTS TO USE 

EXTREME CAUTION IN CONSIDERING OVER-

SEAS MISSIONS TRAVEL FOR THE REMAIN-

DER OF 2020. AS COUNTRIES CONTINUE TO 

REQUIRE QUARANTINES OR HAVE NOT YET 

OPENED THEIR BORDERS, TRAVELERS COULD 

FACE UNEXPECTED CIRCUMSTANCES, IN-

CLUDING QUARANTINES UPON RE-ENTERING 

THE U.S.

“The work of Southern Baptists’ missionaries has 
and will continue,” said Paul Chitwood, IMB presi-
dent. “In making decisions about hosting volunteer 
teams during this unusual season, however, we 
must consider the well-being of locals in the host 
countries, our field workers and our faithful volun-
teers.”

Southern Baptists have helped more than 900,000 people worldwide affected by the coronavirus to date. (IMB photo)

IMB personnel on the field continually monitor their 
local situations and governments’ restrictions. Many 
missionaries will not be able to host groups for the 
foreseeable future due to government-imposed trav-
el bans and other factors related to the pandemic.
Churches with long-standing partnerships and plans 
to travel soon should remain in close contact with 
their field contact for guidance. They should also 
continue to check travel restrictions and U.S. reentry 
guidelines, which could change day to day.

While also affected by COVID-19 and government 
regulations, missionaries have had new gospel op-
portunities, and Southern Baptist relief work related 
to the coronavirus has been significant. 

The joint relief arm of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention two mission boards report more than 300 
projects in progress or completed in 78 countries. 
Efforts are projected to help more than 900,000 

Leaders Urge Caution
FOR OVERSEAS MISSIONS TRAVEL
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people worldwide and have provided food packages, 
personal protection equipment, handwashing sta-
tions, sanitation supplies and education materials.
IMB staff and missionaries encourage churches to 
support relief work and to seek other ways to stay 
engaged in missions, even when travel is not ad-
vised. 

• Some affinities, like South Asia, are offering 
virtual mission trips for participants to connect 
with missionaries, learn about people groups 
and join in prayer. The IMB student team has 
also announced online opportunities through the 
Stateside Summer Initiative.

• Missionaries rely daily on the prayers of support-
ers. Churches can find daily prayer requests at 
imb.org/pray and can still join the 175 Days of 
Prayer for the nations.

• Consider connecting your church or small group 

with missionaries on temporary assignments in 
the U.S. 

• Stay in close contact with field personnel you 
know and spend time encouraging them and 
worshiping with them, whether they are currently 
overseas or back in the U.S.

• Ask missionary partners how you can find and 
minister to representatives of their people 
groups in the U.S. or on the internet, since doors 
for sharing the gospel remain open.

Chitwood remains thankful and conveys the thanks 
of missionaries for the support they have received. 
As Southern Baptists pray for IMB missionaries, IMB 
missionaries continue to pray for Southern Baptists 
and for Southern Baptist churches across the U.S.

By Leslie Peacock Caldwell
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January through June Budget vs Actual Comparison
   Budget               Actual           Variance

                         1,459,998             1,483,234        23,236 

Cooperative Program Giving ...

 J-J 20
Bellevue-Awakening Church 1,177
Bellevue-Lake Hills 3,435
Bellevue-Leaven Church 1,500
Bellevue-Rock Chinese 1,280
Bellevue-Well Commun 3,250
Bellingham-Living Word 600
Bellingham-Crossroads 650
Blk Diamond-Chap Wood 4,117
Bothell/Living Spring 485
Bothell-CrossPointe 8,632
Bothell-Tabern de Dios 163
Burlington-Calvary 1,842
Camano Island-Restoration 2,671
Clear Lake-FBC 900
Darrington-Mt View 3,188
Des Moines-The Mountain 4,754
Edmonds-North Seattle 100
Edmonds-One In Christ 300
Edmonds-Rock of Hope 5,138
Enumclaw-FBC 1,350
Everett-Journey 7,189
Everett-Pinehurst 5,898
Everett-S Everett Comm 2,000
Everett-Silver Lake 670
Fed Way-First Ukranian 600
Fed Way-Bethel 600
Fed Way-Christ Church 100
Fed Way-Cross Life 600
Fed Way-FBC 1,517
Fed Way-Korean-Amer 3,668
Fed Way-Lifeway 4,200
Fed Way-Nine Lakes 1,665
Fed Way-SoundSide 5,047
Federal Way-City Center 1,095
Hamilton-FBC 3,498
Issaquah-Foothills 11,284

Issaquah-Summit 13,417
Kenmore-Disciple Making 100
Kent-Bread of Life 240
Kent-International Christian 300
Kent-Sequoia 8,002
Kent-Turningpoint 7,925
Lake Stevens-Lake Country 2,500
Lakewood-Emmaus 350
Lakewood-FBC 41,971
Lakewood-Good Shepherd 240
Lakewood-Kaleo Community 1,710
Lynnwood-Healing 90
Lynnwood-EagleWing 740
Lynnwood-Global Mission 200
Lynnwood-Japanese 757
Lynnwood-Martha Lk 877
Lynnwood-Meadowdale Com 150
Lynnwood-Seattle Bridge 2,582
Maple Falls-Mt. Baker 255
Maple Valley-Hope 36,441
Marysville-Emmanuel 1,886
Monroe-FBC 6,720
Mount Vernon-Christian 1,936
Mount Vernon-Trinity 3,483
Oak Harbor-Christian Fellow 300
Oak Harbor-Southern 2,278
Puyallup-High Pointe 16,700
Puyallup-South Hill 1,614
Puyallup-Sunrise 14,920
Redmond-FBC Rose Hill 375
Redmond-Meadowbrook 37,903
Renton-Agape 1,500
Renton-Church of Beloved 1,250
Renton-Iglesia Vida 800
Renton-Sunset 5,209
Renton-Trinity 3,000
Saesoon Baptist Church 177

Sammamish-21st Century 804
Seattle-The Hallows 6,000
Seattle-Chinese Southern 15,699
Seattle-CityLight Ministries 1,500
Seattle-Discovery 847
Seattle-Epic Life 1,804
Seattle-Eternal Joy 10
Seattle-FBC Beverly Pk 1,326
Seattle-Gracepoint 300
Seattlel-Dwelling Place 5,519
Seattle-Living Water Chin 1,183
Seattle-Loving First 700
Seattle-Roots Community 7,466
Sedro Woolley-Cross Cntry 1,531
Sedro Woolley-Skagit 600
Sedro Woolley-Valley 2,580
Snohomish-Bridge 1,477
Snohomish-BridgeCity 3,395
Spanaway-SE Asian 121
Sultan-FBC 2,731
Sultan-Lighthouse 1,217
Tacoma-The Pathway 900
Tacoma-E.Tacoma Christian 100
Tacoma-Filipino Inter 750
Tacoma-Good News 200
Tacoma-Highland Hill 2,296
Tacoma-Japanese Intl 3,375
Tacoma-New Beginnings 95
Tacoma-New Hope 95
Tacoma-Tacoma FBC 40,000
Yelm-First 3,579
Yelm-Ignite Church 719
Total: 422,974
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Bremerton-Kitsap Lake 4,621
Bremerton-Sonshine 1,758
Castle Rock-FBC 4,047
Centralia-Alder Street 200
Chehalis-Dayspring 1,358
Dryad-Community 3,068
Elma-Bethany 1,693
Forks-FBC 7,409
Kalama-Kalama 6,802
Kelso-East Kelso 1,066

Region 1

Region 2
Lacey-FBC 10,068
Lacey-New Zion 1,050
Longview-Beacon Hill 968
Longview-FBC 34,580
Longview-Highlands 2,038
Longview-La Iglesia 435
Longview-Robert Gray 4,238
Longview-Valley 15,379
Ocean Shores-Faith Com 3,198
Olympia, Westwood 1,750
Olympia-McKenzie Road 19,978

Region 3

Port Angeles-Hillcrest 2,650
Port Hadlock-Oak Bay 484
Port Orchard-Evergreen 502
Port Orchard-FBC 4,615
Port Townsend-San Juan 8,369
Rainier-Delena 427
Randle-Reconciled 2,940
Scappoose-Creekside 1,535
Sequim-FBC 12,031
Silverdale-Clear Creek 2,013
Silverdale-Kitsap Christian 150
Toledo-FBC 11,015
Total: 172,434
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Battle Ground-Parkway 57
Beavercrk-NW Contexture 3,160
Beaverton-FBC 4,524
Beaverton-Global 250
Beaverton-Iglesia Bautista 2,071
Beaverton-New Creation 1,047
Beaverton-Trinity Ch & Ministry 33
Bingen-FBC 621
Boring-Iglesia Vida Nueva 1,397
Camas-Lacamas Heights 2,485
Clackamas-Trinity 5,639
Estacada-Clackamas Vly 1,939
Forest Grove-The Crossing 1,125
Goldendale-Columbus Ave 11,193
Gresham-Pathway 45,969
Gresham-Punto de Gracia 120
Hillsboro-New Life 2,430
Hood River-Tucker Road 3,127
Klickitat-Klickitat Valley 764
Lake Oswego-Lake Bible 600
McMinnville-Grace 891
McMinnville-Valley 13,173

Newberg-Chehalem Valley 16,067
Odell-FBC 782
Parkway 643
Portland-Woodstock Com 300
Prtld-Flavel Street 352
Prtld-Mien Fellowship 400
Prtld-Antioch Christian 1,000
Prtld-East Bridge 839
Prtld-Garden Church 2,424
Prtld-Hope International 5,110
Prtld-Kaleo Communities 637
Prtld-Korean Logos 600
Prtld-Mill Park 5,413
Prtld-New Life Intnl 750
Prtld-Peninsula 300
Prtld-Rejoice 1,671
Prtld-Sojourn Community 588
Prtld-Solid Rock 6,054
Prtld-The Common 1,161
Prtld-Vietnamese 219
Prtld-Zomi Bethel 1,200
Ptld-OneHope 420
Ridgefield-GO 6,783

Rufus-Bapt Ch at Rufus 1,060
The Dalles-Emmanuel 2,770
Tigard-Hall Blvd 7,371
Tigard-Japanese Intnl 1,200
Tillamook-Life Change 4,461
Vancouver-Ukrainian 300
Vancouver-Arabic 160
Vancouver-CrossPointe 16,823
Vancouver-Evergreen 2,971
Vancouver-Family Network 510
Vancouver-Grace 1,000
Vancouver-Gtr Faith MBC 125
Vancouver-Iglesia Belen 544
Vancouver-Project Truth 400
Vancouver-Revival 300
Vancouver-River City 1,122
Vancouver-Song of Hope 600
Vancouver-Trinity 656
Vancouver-Vietnamese 480
Vancouver-Vietnamese Heart 1,231
Wilsonville-Creekside 5,712
Total: 206,121
 

Region 5
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Albany-Calvary 391
Albany-Nueva Esperanza 262
Bend-Summit Community 608
Canyonville-Canyon Creek 720
Corvallis-Branch 6,592
Corvallis-Grant Avenue 14,473
Corvallis-Pioneer Church 1,360
Cottage Grove-Calvary 1,956
Cottage Grove-Hope 852
Creswell-New Hope 15,508
Dexter-Dexter Baptist 205
Dorris-FBC 300
Eugene-Fairfield 16,325
Eugene-Japanese 117
Eugene-Riviera 4,467
Florence-FBC 11,187
Glendale-Glendale 1,521
Grants Pass-Solid Rock 1,966
K Falls-Ch on Homedale 10,126
Keizer-Cristiana Renuevo 1,905
La Pine-Whispering Pines 806
Lakeview-Trinity 1,323
Lebanon-Iglesia Biblica Intl 60
Lebanon-Trinity 4,211
Lincoln City-Pacific 632
Madras-FBC 1,618
Medford-Living Hope 3,497
Medford-Lozier Lane 3,797

Medford-New Horizon 1,111
Monmouth-Cultivate 5,991
Newport-Calvary 1,321
North Bend-FBC 1,000
Phoenix-FBC 2,767
Prineville-Calvary 4,655
Prospect-Prospect 217
Prtld-Knox Butte 140
Redmond-HBC Espanol 200
Redmond-Highland 107,742
Reedsport-Highlands 1,964
Rogue River-Grace 3,112
Roseburg-Faith & Reason 53
Roseburg-Vine Street 10,978
Salem-Capital 21,809
Salem-Living Water 1,124
Siletz-Sacred Ground 487
Springfield-East Side 4,952
Springfield-Grace Korean 495
Springfield-Trinity 3,419
Sweet Home-Freedom 599
Terrebonne-Smith Rock 3,510
Toledo-FBC 1,134
Waldport-FBC 1,500
Warm Springs-Warm Sprgs 2,165
White City-Trinity 600
Winston-Community 6,328
Total: 296,160
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Airway Hts-Airway Hts 9,876
Airway Hts-Spokane Rock 750
Athol-Athol 12,617
Benton City-FBC 1,759
Boardman-FBC 1,000
Brewster-Calvary 1,400
Burbank-Trinity 3,599
Cheney-Fellowship 2,121
Clarkston-SonRise 3,280
Clarkston-Trinity 910
Coeur d’Alene-Pathway 1,000
Dayton-Faith Chapel 300
Deer Park-FBC 847
E Wenatchee-Eastmont 22,806
Ellensburg-Chestnut St 9,667
Grandview-Valley Life 1,900
Greenacres-Greenacres 600
Harrison-Community 2,700
Heppner-Willow Creek 3,550
Hermiston-Grace 1,351
Hermiston-New Beginnings 561
Ione-Ione 1,191
Kellogg-FBC 973
Kennewick-Crossview 1,200
Kennewick-Finley First 1,200
Kennewick-Hillview 4,625
Kennewick-Kennewick 54,501
Kennewick-Quinault 774
Kennewick-Sola 1,711
La Grande-The Way 412
La Grande-Trinity 750
Leavenworth-FBC 9,537
Lewiston-Orchards 3,066
Lewiston-Tammany 15,654
Mead-Crossover 250
Moscow-Trinity 1,000
Moses Lake-Emmanuel 1,489

Newport-Newport So 2,258
Oakesdale-FBC 811
Otis Orchards-Starr Rd 700
Pasco-Iglesia Bautista 145
Pasco-International 274
Pendleton-Pendleton 3,897
Pilot Rock-Life Church 7,556
Prosser-Calvary 998
Pullman-Emmanuel 18,817
Pullman-Grace and Glory 378
Rathdrum-New Beg 1,708
Rice-Victory 1,487
Richland- Lighthouse 800
Richland-Reata Sprgs 7,750
Richland-Richland 77,592
Spirit Lake-Spirit Lake 2,794
Spokane Valley-Dishman 5,143
Spokane Valley-East Valley 2,947
Spokane Valley-The Rock 4,080
Spokane Valley-Valleypt 4,894
Spokane-Crestline 1,502
Spokane-Driscoll Blvd 7,314
Spokane-North Addison 4,581
Spokane-River City 487
Spokane-Springhill Bible 1,400
Spokane-Windsor 1,613
St Maries-College Ave 903
Union Gap-FBC 1,205
W Richland-Grace&Truth 5,942
W Richland-Reliance 8,000
Walla Walla-Blue Mt 2,812
Walla Walla-Kairos 1,280
Wapato-FBC 2,323
Yakima-Terrace Hghts 2,471
Yakima-The Cross 2,950
Yakima-The River 1,816
Zillah-Mtn View 1,252
Total: 373,808
   

Region 4

Report only includes churches that have contributed through the 
Northwest Baptist Convention January - June 2020. A full report of all 

NWBC churches is available at www.gonbw.org/cp/

... partnering with more than 46,000 churches to make Christ known at home, across the nation, and around the world.
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“Jerry and Shirley Kanzler have helped churches save 
hundreds of thousands of dollars in construction 
costs by coordinating volunteer building teams,” said 
Joe Flegal, NWBC evangelism and church health 
resources director. “In this role they have consulted 
with and assisted numerous churches with construc-
tion and remodeling projects. They originally agreed 
to serve for five years, but ended up serving for a 
total of 11 years. Jerry was a builder by trade and 
continued to use these skills and abilities well into 
retirement. The Kanzlers have a proven track record 
of faithfully serving the Lord in skillful and gracious 
ways and the NWBC is extremely grateful for their 
faithful and effective service.”

Countless Northwest Baptist churches have ben-
efited from the service of Jerry and Shirley Kanzler, 
and have aided the cause of Christ for generations 
to come through their efforts.

Continued from page 6

By Sheila Allen

church, all churches. Garry has the heart of a mis-
sionary. He really has a heart for small towns without 
a gospel witness.”  

“It has been a joy seeing small churches blossom, 
such as those in Pilot Rock, OR, and West Richland, 
(WA) and also observing young men becoming fine 
pastors,” Benfield added. “If I have one regret, it’s 
that I would’ve discipled more church staff members 
on the actions of a disciple to follow Christ and not 
as much methodology.” 

That desire could find an expression in the days 
ahead as Benfield considers seeking young men to 
disciple. Certainly, ministry will continue to define is 
future as he looks to the days ahead.

“I am praying through the thought of a smaller 
church or two that could use my help,” Benfield said. 

Continued from page 7

By Sheila Allen

RELENTLESS
NW WOMEN MISSIONS CELEBRATION & DESSERT
Monday, November 9, 2020 // 1:30-3:15 PM
Great Wolf Lodge, Grand Mound, WA
Featuring International Mission Board Missionaries
Celebrate what God is doing around the world through missions!
RSVP www.nwbaptist.org or 360.882.2100
There is no charge for this event.

IMB Photo
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KASAN BOYD IS NO 

STRANGER TO 

GUIDESTONE’S EM-

PLOYEES AND LEAD-

ERSHIP. A 14-YEAR 

VETERAN OF GUIDE-

STONE, SHE KNOWS 

THE ORGANIZATION’S 

NEEDS THOROUGHLY.

In her newest role, as 
director of inclusion 
& diversity, she’ll lead 
GuideStone’s efforts 

to recruit and retain a diverse workforce.

“I believe my purpose in life is to help people,” Boyd 
said. “In this day and time we all need help in under-
standing what is needed to eradicate these deep-

rooted injustices that we see in our country and 
how those play out in our everyday lives. When I was 
approached about leading inclusion and diversity ef-
forts at GuideStone, I saw this as the opportunity to 
help GuideStone show the world what it truly means 
to walk out Romans 12:5–8, and I knew this was 
God’s hand at work.”

O.S. Hawkins, president of GuideStone, said the 
Southern Baptist financial services entity strives to 
reflect the ethnic diversity of the SBC and recog-
nizes the importance of a diverse workplace. At the 
start of 2020, non-Anglo employees accounted for 
nearly 18 percent of GuideStone employees, up 
from nearly 10 percent in the early 2000s.

“One would think that after two millennia, the words 
of James 2:1–13 have become optional choices in-
stead of principles for living in Christ,” Hawkins said. 

GuideStone

“Sadly, as the events of 2020 remind us, favoritism 
and its close cousin racism are alive and continue to 
plague our nation, its institutions, and even the last 
place we should ever see racism, some churches. 
It should not be so. At GuideStone, we are working 
daily to ensure it is not true in our offices, and we 
could not be more thrilled that Kasan has taken on 
the task of helping us build a more diverse work-
force.”

Boyd spent eight years as a corporate trainer and 
senior corporate trainer before joining GuideStone’s 
human resources team almost six years ago. She 
distinguished herself by partnering with different 
business divisions, providing employee development 
and coaching, officials said.

“Now is our opportunity to show the world 
God’s vision for inclusion and diversity 
— what conversations, actions and 

behaviors should look like,” she said. “This type of 
culture allows employers to be relevant and in touch 
with those they serve.”

In management ranks, 
GuideStone has grown 
its diverse population 
more than 300 percent 
since 2005, including 
the addition of a South 
Korea-born health care 
leader — Chu Soh — to 
the executive team.

Currently on the Guide-
Stone board of trustees 
are five African Ameri-
cans, including Renée A. 
Trewick, the first African 
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American woman to 
chair an SBC board, 
and David Cox, the first 
African American to chair 
the board’s insurance 
committee, one of five 
standing committees of 
the board. 

The unique perspectives 
and experience of these 
men and women make 
GuideStone stronger, 
Hawkins noted. 

“We are better stewards of the ministry we have 
received from the Lord when we reflect the diversity 
the Creator God placed on His planet,” Hawkins said.

Boyd hopes to build on those efforts to ensure that 
every employee who joins GuideStone will feel wel-
comed and affirmed, growing their careers to benefit By Roy Hayhurst of GuideStone

the 250,000 men and women served today and 
those it will serve in the future.

“Any employer should seek a more diversified work-
force if they’re planning on attracting and retaining 
the best talent that aligns with the mission and vision 
of their organization,” she said. “Statistics show that 
diverse work environments are more innovative and 
productive.”

Hawkins underscored the commitment the organiza-
tion has to diversity and inclusion.

“We recognize we have not yet achieved our goal 
to reflect the diversity of God’s Kingdom,” Hawkins 
said. “By his grace, and with the commitment of 
every senior leader of GuideStone, we will continue 
to become more like the kingdom he ransomed from 
every nation, tribe and tongue.” 

RENÉE A. TREWICK
GuideStone Chairwoman
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Northwest Baptist Convention
3200 NE 109th Ave
Vancouver, WA 98682

NWBC Annual Meeting 

 Nov. 10-11, 2020
Great Wolf Lodge, Grand Mound, WA

To make a reservation call 1.866.941.9653 and refer to booking code 2011NWBA. Please identify yourself as 
being a member of our group in order to receive the special negotiated rates. The negotiated rates 

include free parking and resort fees are waived. Reservations need to be made by Thursday, October 8, 2020 to 
insure the negotiated rates. Standard room rate for single or family is $129 per night, Monday and Tuesday nights.


