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VIEWPOINT by Randy Adams, Executive Director
LIVING TO FIGHT ANOTHER DAY IS THE FIRST VICTORY
In the first “Rocky” movie, there’s a scene in which
Sylvester Stallone, aka “Rocky,” taunts his opponent
to hit him one more time, sort of a “give it your best
shot, you can’t hurt me!” kind of a thing. Rocky got
pretty banged up, but he gained a lot of respect and
he lived to fight again. When you’re in a fight, living to
fight another day is the first victory.
I feel that way about 2020. Covid-19, protests and
riots, fires and smoke, earthquakes (no, not yet!), but
it makes you wonder what’s coming next. Recently I
saw a joke that some are refusing to turn back their
clock on November 1 for daylight savings because
they don’t want to add another hour to 2020. It made
me chuckle.
It’s good to enjoy a laugh when times are tense, but
at the same time we remember that many are really
hurting. Covid-19 has taken lives in our churches
and caused incredible disruption to our ministries.
Some are battling serious anxiety and depression,
and nearly everyone has experienced deep sadness.
One of our pastors lost his home to fire in Mill City,
OR and the church house was burned as well. Pray
for Pastor Rich Cole and the Mill City Baptist Church.
Everyone is struggling with how to handle the myriad
challenges we are facing, while remembering that
God’s word tells us that the man who endures trials
is blessed, “because when he passes the test he will
receive the crown of life that He has promised to
those who love Him” (James 1:12).
As I talk to pastors, including those who are struggling, one of the common themes is gratitude for
God’s miraculous provision during these days, and
amazement at how God’s people are “stepping up”
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their commitment to Christ and His Church. One
of our NWBC churches is starting a new school in
their community in response God’s leadership. While
many schools are not reopening, and with parents
deeply concerned about the leftward lurch in many
public schools, this church is launching a new school.
Amazing. And Gateway Seminary’s Pacific Northwest
Campus has their biggest enrollment in years, with
65 students, 31 of whom are new students.
This fall, with all that is happening, seven new college ministers moved to the Northwest to begin
serving with us. About half of our churches found a
way to conduct Vacation Bible School this summer.
Disaster Relief volunteers have fed those affected
by fires, and chaplains have ministered in a variety of
locations. We even had a Northwest Disaster Team
serve in Louisiana following one of the recent hurricanes.
Most of us will make it through 2020 and the challenges yet ahead. We will mourn and miss those
that don’t make it. But most of us will emerge with a
renewed appreciation for our hope in Christ. Job reminds us that unbelievers have hope only until their
last breath. But Jesus gives a hope that extends into
eternity. Christian hope makes tomorrow secure and
it makes today much sweeter.
Unlike Rocky, I’m not going to jut out my chin and
taunt the forces of darkness to take their best shot.
But I will strive to clothe myself with “the full armor
of God.” I will seek to “pray at all times in the Spirit,
and stay alert.” If I can do this, and if you can do this,
it will be a good day to serve the Lord. And to serve
Him in the Northwest will remain especially sweet.
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VBS CARRIES ON COVID STYLE
A

N UNPRECEDENTED HEALTH PANDEMIC
DID NOT PREVENT CREATIVE CHILDREN’S
MINISTRY LEADERS IN THEIR ENDEAVORS TO
HELP FAMILIES DISCIPLE THEIR OWN CHILDREN. THROUGH VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL.
ACROSS THE NORTHWEST, CHILDREN EXPERIENCED SOLID BIBLE TEACHING AND FUN ACTIVITIES DELIVERED IN NEW, ENGAGING WAYS.

“It was so fun to see all the creative ways people are
using to try and equip parents to continue their kid’s
spiritual journey,” said Leigh Ann Stark, childhood
ministry specialist for the Northwest Baptist Convention. “Most children’s directors don’t have the time
to focus on parent education during normal times,
so the pandemic has given them the opportunity to
focus on that.”
VBS has been a standout method through the
decades in reaching children with the gospel and accounts for thousands professing faith in Jesus each
year. While many churches delayed VBS for this year,
others delivered content in innovative ways.
Kitsap Lake Baptist Church in Bremerton, WA, carried out their plans by having the musical “rally” time
during Sunday morning service for five weeks by
including the whole congregation before releasing
the children into small groups outdoors for the
active portion of their VBS event.
Other churches chose online methods to
deliver the biblical lessons and activities.
New Life Baptist Church in Hillsboro,
OR, promoted VBS and its “Concrete
and Cranes” theme by passing around
roadside cones to households, who
then “coned” others to deliver
invitations to children, providing a
way for families to connect.
The one-day event allowed
families to register to come
in limited-sized groups and
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then take home materials prepared for the rest of
the week’s virtual lessons, crafts and music.
CrossPointe Baptist Church in Vancouver, WA,
treated children to an outdoor setting, where
families were invited to stay in their car, bring their
lawn chairs or participate with their children on a
construction-themed grid set up with required social
distancing. Three television monitors were installed
with a person at each station to engage the kids in
the active music portion of their VBS.
Attendance was smaller than normal at most events,
mirroring the reality churches are facing across
the board. But that was not the case for Chapel
Wood Baptist Church in Black Diamond, WA, which
had more response than expected. VBS leaders
delivered “tool kits” that provided all the resources
needed for a fun-filled week of learning spiritual lessons to 36 homes.
Highland Baptist Church in Redmond, OR, took a
different approach by engaging 10 church members
to host a neighborhood VBS at their home or nearby
park, a method that allowed those involved to invite
neighbors and friends who might not otherwise
engage with church.
Children’s ministry leaders throughout the Northwest Baptist Convention are encouraged to join a
Facebook group of other leaders called NWBC Kids
Ministry Leaders. According to Stark, it is a great
networking venue for those who lead children.
“This group is open to volunteer or paid staff and we
help each other with resources and give participants
a platform to talk about what they’re doing or ask
questions about procedures,” said Stark.
Another training opportunity is available at the Childhood Directors Retreat, held October 12-14 at the
Northwest Baptist Center in Vancouver, WA. For
more information, email lastark@nwbaptist.org.

Northwest Baptist Witness SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2020

By Sheila Allen

Children from churches across the Northwest attended VBS either socially distanced in person or virtually in 2020. Included are
participants of Chapel Wood, Black Diamond, WA, Pathway Church, Gresham, OR, and CrossPointe
Church on
in Vancouver,
Continued
page 16 WA.
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BOARD PLANS 2021 BUDGET
T

HE NORTHWEST BAPTIST CONVENTION’S
EXECUTIVE BOARD WILL RECOMMEND TO
MESSENGERS ATTENDING THE FALL NWBC
ANNUAL MEETING A $4,680,000 BUDGET FOR
2021, A $120,000 GOAL FOR NEXT YEAR’S
NORTHWEST IMPACT MISSION OFFERING AND
APPROVAL FOR FINANCING RELATED TO THE
POTENTIAL SALE OF THE NORTHWEST BAPTIST
CENTER IN VANCOUVER, WA, AND RELOCATION TO ANOTHER SITE IN THE AREA.
Members of the board’s executive committee
convened September 1-2 at the Northwest Baptist
Center in Vancouver, WA, while the rest of the board
met virtually.
As with many state conventions across the nation
this fall, the NWBC annual meeting will be a different experience than usual. Rather than convening
in-person at the Great Wolf Lodge in southwest
Washington as planned, the board voted to host this
year’s annual meeting virtually and to take place over
the course of just one day – November 10.
“Given public health concerns and facility restrictions
that remain in most counties to minimize spread of
the COVID-19 virus, a virtual gathering is our best
option,” said Randy Adams, NWBC executive director. “Our 2020 gathering will be heavily condensed,
and more details will be forthcoming as we work out
details for an online gathering that is encouraging
and uplifting for our current season of ministry.
Our theme for the meeting is HOPE, something
we all need to keep in view right now.”
Messenger registration for the online annual
meeting will be required for access to the
meeting and voting privileges during the
business session. The website – www.
nwbcannualmeeting.org – offers the
opportunity for registering.
During the annual meeting’s business session, the board will rec-
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ommend that participating messengers adopt the $4,680,000
budget for convention ministries
in 2021. It anticipates $2,845,000
in Cooperative Program gifts from
Northwest Baptist churches and
more than $1,131,500 from the North
American Mission Board. Other sources
of revenue for the spending plan include
$140,000 from the Northwest Impact
Missions Offering, more than $262,000 in
restricted funds and $301,208 from other
sources such as endowment and investments.
The 2021 budget proposal is reduced from the
2020 budget of $5,315,000 and reflects a conservative approach in forecasting. It takes into consideration two key factors: remaining uncertainty about
how the coronavirus pandemic will affect Northwest
Baptist churches in the coming months, a significant
reduction in partnership funds from NAMB for 2021
and no partnership funds from LifeWay Christian
Resources.
Although the budget proposed for next year is less,
thus far in 2020 the convention’s financial footing
“is strong and reflects amazing provision from God
among Northwest churches during this season of
ministry that is challenging all of us,” said Adams.
“The Lord has, indeed, been good to us during this
time and our pastors are serving well across the
Northwest.”
Funds from the 2021 Northwest Impact mission offering will be allocated for various missions and ministry activities the following year: church planting (50
percent), collegiate ministry (13 percent), the Oasis
Retreat for vocational ministry leaders (13 percent),
ethnic/language church development and pastor
clusters (7 percent), disaster relief (4 percent), and
Vacation Bible School evangelism (4 percent).
Another matter of importance taken up by the board

Northwest Baptist Witness SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2020

Continued on page 18

THIS YEAR IT WILL BE

ONLINE ONLY

www.nwbcannualmeeting.org

November 10, 2020
6:30pm-9pm

ALL MESSENGERS MUST REGISTER ONLINE, WHICH REQUIRES
THE SBC ID NUMBER OF YOUR CHURCH.

BARRY CAMPBELL
Convention President

FEATURING:

RANDY ADAMS

NWBC Executive Director

JOE CHAMBERS
Pastor, Colorado

Songs and testimonies of hope, business session with live
voting, "Soul Care Moments" with Joe Chambers, ministry reports, and more!
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The Esquivel family celebrate their debt-free status after embracing methods learned in stewardship classes
at Pathway Church in Gresham, OR.

DEBT ERASED IN RECORD TIME

W

HEN LEADERS AT PATHWAY CHURCH IN
GRESHAM, OR, LAUNCHED FINANCIAL
EDUCATION COURSES THROUGH THEIR COMMUNITY GROUPS LAST FALL, CHRIS AND TINA
ESQUIVEL WERE AMBIVALENT ABOUT PARTICIPATING. ULTIMATELY, JOINING OTHERS IN
THEIR GROUP WAS A LIFE-CHANGING DECISION FOR THE COUPLE.

Chris Esquivel grew up in The Dalles, OR, with close
family bonds and a strong spiritual foundation. His
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father would make regular trips to visit his family in
Mexico, from where he immigrated. While visiting
Portland after becoming a physical therapist, Tina
fell in love with the area from a small town outside
of Chicago and made the decision to relocate. Now
a technician and installer for a cable television and
internet provider, Chris met Tina at church and the
couple married nine years ago.
“I would say Chris and I were haphazard in our financial management,” said Tina. “My dad was an ac-

countant and overly tight with money, while my mom
was more impulsive and I found I could get more out
of her. I tended to adopt her impulsive nature as I
became an adult.”

already been through the study before,” Chris said.
“The budget made it so much easier because even
though we had sufficient money coming in, we didn’t
know where it was going.”

Both had heard of Dave Ramsey and Financial
Peace University and even had received a Ramsey
book from Tina’s mother but had never taken the
time to read it.

After setting up the budget, the couple give themselves each a $30 allowance for things they want,
but don’t require detailed accounting.

“When we married we didn’t have any credit card
debt,” noted Tina. “As time went on we began buying
smaller impulse items on credit.”
Things changed when their second son was born six
weeks prematurely and spent time in the NICU and
unexpected living and medical expenses accrued for
the young family.

“We loved all the videos that accompany the classes
of people telling their stories, some of which were
far more severe than ours,” Tina said. “This had been
a stronghold in our lives and it seemed that God was
keeping us poor while trying to teach us something
prior to this.”
The Esquivels made incredible strides in subsequent
months and ultimately paid off their total outstanding
debt of over $23,000 in seven months.

“We didn’t buy a lot of ‘toys’ and thought we had
already pared down our expenses but I missed a
“We can honor God in this area of our life and now
month of salary after his birth,” said Tina. “And we
feel his freedom,” Tina added. “We can now share
had never had a set family budget. My mom was
and be generous with others the way he teaches.
paying for a portion of our
We tell everyone
WE CAN HONOR GOD IN THIS AREA OF
son’s tuition at a Christian
about Financial Peace
OUR LIFE AND NOW FEEL HIS FREEDOM. University now. It is so
school because we didn’t have
the funds.”
WE CAN NOW SHARE AND BE GENEROUS cool seeing God open
the floodgates – even
WITH OTHERS THE WAY HE TEACHES.
Through the FPU course, the
during the pandemic
WE TELL EVERYONE ABOUT FINANCIAL
Esquivels benefitted enorand me working half of
PEACE UNIVERSITY NOW. IT IS SO COOL
mously from setting up a
my normal hours - he
SEEING
GOD
OPEN
THE
FLOODGATES
–
budget and learning methods
has still flooded us with
EVEN DURING THE PANDEMIC AND ME
of paying off credit card balprovision. Before our
WORKING HALF OF MY NORMAL HOURS- education this would
ances.
have been a disaster
HE HAS STILL FLOODED US WITH PRO“We were learning to have a
for us.”
VISION. BEFORE OUR EDUCATION THIS
plan and began changing for
WOULD HAVE BEEN A DISASTER FOR US.
our boys to help them learn
The couple has not
- TINA ESQUIVEL
these principles while they’re
only paid off their debt
still young,” stated Chris. “In
but saved an emerour case our smallest credit card balance was the
gency fund which covered a recent car repair they
one that also had the highest interest rate, so we
had not expected.
tackled that one first. We were able to pay off that
card while we were still in the class, which lasted
“Tithing was always important to us and now it is a
nine weeks.
joy,” Chris emphasized. “It is a joy and we are thankful to be able to give back in that way.”
“We were the most engaged in the ‘baby steps’ that
By Sheila Allen
we learned during the classes, although some had
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Editor’s Note: Keith Evans, a longtime pastor and
ministry leader in the Northwest Baptist Convention, works with the NWBC’s evangelism and
church health office on a part-time contract. In that
role, he consults with pastors to help them develop
healthy church growth strategies. The following
describes how a church in north Idaho has been
experiencing revitalized ministry.

Y

OU NEVER KNOW WHAT GOD WILL DO
NEXT. IT WAS 5:30 AM ON A SUNDAY
WHEN ART VALADEZ ASKED THE LORD
WHERE HE AND HIS WIFE DONNA SHOULD
ATTEND CHURCH THAT DAY. HIS SEARCH FOR
CHURCHES IN COEUR D ‘ALENE, ID, POPPED
UP -- EMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH. ART FELT
THE LORD NUDGE HIM TO TRY IT ONE OUT.
Art and Donna had recently relocated to Coeur
d’Alene from California, where as a young adult he
met the Lord and experienced radical life change.
There he entered full-time ministry and was instrumental in planting several churches. For the 12 years
before that, Art served as an executive pastor at a
growing multi-site church near his hometown.
But then the Lord began stirring his heart, eventu-
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ally leading him to relocate in Coeur d’Alene. When
Art and Donna attended Emmanuel Baptist that
winter Sunday of 2019, they found a sweet-spirited
congregation of 28 people who were searching for
a new leader. When the people learned Art’s story,
they invited him to consider the job.
Emmanuel was different from the churches he had
served. After thorough prayer, Art and Donna sensed
strongly that God was leading them to pastor the
church. Before long, the church unanimously called
him as pastor.
Art’s first year as pastor was full of changes. He
went right to work, leading the people to strengthen
some church systems – the worship service, the
greeter and welcome team, and the children’s ministry for starters. He led them to update the inside
of the church, paint the outside and change the
church’s name to Pathway Church.
Before long, people started visiting the church on
Sundays. It became a normal occurrence to see 10
to 15 guests each week. “I don’t know how they are
hearing about us,” Art said. Best of all, as attendance
increased, so did the number of people experiencing
salvation in Jesus.

CHURCH SYSTEMS
STRENGTHENED
FOR GROWTH
Pathway Church in Coeur d’Alene, ID,
has seen explosive growth under
the leadership of new pastor
Art Valadez.

By February 2020 it looked like the newly renamed
Pathway church would need to go to two services.
Then COVID hit. Like churches everywhere, they
went online, reaching people who had previously not
attended any church.
Now back to meeting in person, they continue to see
growth, with new people of varying ages attending
almost each week. Many of them gave their lives to
the Lord, which meant another change to Pathway
Church: beginning a youth ministry.
Conventional wisdom advises new pastors to make
few changes their first year, but Art points to this
congregation as the difference makers. “They are
easy people to love and easy people to serve,” said
Art. “So much change was possible only because of
the Lord’s leading and the cooperation and commitment of the long-time members of the church.”
The church’s love for their new pastor, his love for
them, and their commitment to the gospel has given
them a mindset of flexibility. Art credits their willingness to make the necessary changes that are also
inconvenient, simply because they want to reach
their community with the gospel.

He points to longtime church members like George
House, Richard and Carol Jacquot, Grant and Connie
Moering, and several others along with Jill Verburg,
who leads their worship ministry and weekday preschool. These long-time members of Pathway have
served faithfully for years before Art and Donna got
to town. Jill has also played a important role in the
ongoing strength of the church.
“Art is an effective ministry leader who has led Pathway Church to increasingly fulfill the Great Commission by widening its ministry to reach lost and
unchurched people,” said Joe Flegal, evangelism and
church health resource director for the NWBC. “In
the sixteen months Art has been pastor, the church
has grown from 30 to 140 in attendance and seen a
number of adults accept Christ and follow in baptism.”
What is next for Pathway Church in Coeur d’Alene?
Art doesn’t want to limit the Lord. His dream is that
the church would continue reaching their community
and the world, and would be an encouragement and
help to other churches in the area.
By Keith Evans
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Dan and Laurie Panter
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MISSIONAL CHURCH CONTINUES
GENEROUS CP GIVING
B

EING A REGIONAL CHURCH EXACERBATES THE DIFFICULTY OF CHURCH
MINISTRY DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC,
BUT MCKENZIE ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH HAS
ACCEPTED THE CHALLENGE.

The pastor’s awareness of the effectiveness of the
Cooperative Program dates to his 24 years in the
U.S. Navy. An active Southern Baptist who rose from
being an enlisted man to Lieutenant Commander,
Panter would look up which missionaries were near
his deployments.

The church is in semi-rural Thurston County, where
nearly half the county’s 291,000 population lives,
and also draws attenders from the state capital,
Olympia, as well as Lacey, Tumwater, Yelm and even
further afield.
But while maintaining its generous commitment to
global missions through the Cooperative Program,
members form a bond that also leads to participation
in local, regional and national missions and ministry.
“The Cooperative Program brings all Southern Baptists together,” said Dan Panter. He’s been pastor of
McKenzie Road Baptist Church for 18 years. The
church where pre-Covid drew about 80 people to
Sunday morning worship, is in its fifth year of giving
17 percent of undesignated offerings to missions
through the Cooperative Program’s global reach.

“I got to see how the Cooperative Program enabled
them to do their ministry,” Panter said. “CP provided
for them, their housing, food, education for their kids.
[The missionaries] were able to do home Bible studies, teach theology, minister in various ways in the
rural areas and in the cities.
“It was really awesome to see CP in action,” the pastor continued. “They were there, doing the business
they were there to do, discipling new believers, and
also taking us out, showing us some of what God
was doing in the Philippines, in East Asia and elsewhere. I believe in the effectiveness of the Cooperative Program, and the way it brings us together with
the singular focus of sharing the gospel at home and
throughout the world.”
McKenzie Road Baptist sent teams twice to Thailand

“We believe in the Cooperative Program,” Panter said.
“We preach it, teach it, talk it up on a regular basis.
I’ve seen first hand what the Cooperative Program
does. It does good.”
The pastor spoke of partnering – giving and receiving – with Southern Baptists in Olympic Baptist Association, Puget Sound Baptist Association (Seattle
is 60 miles northwest of Olympia) and the Northwest
Baptist Convention. He spoke of training, evangelism and other resources provided, and of church
members being trained to train others in ever-moreeffective Sunday School and Vacation Bible School
endeavors.

I BELIEVE IN THE EFFECTIVENESS OF
THE COOPERATIVE PROGRAM, AND THE
WAY IT BRINGS US TOGETHER WITH THE
SINGULAR FOCUS OF SHARING THE
GOSPEL AT HOME AND THROUGHOUT
THE WORLD.
-DAN PANTER
for tsunami relief, to Singapore to provide Vacation
Bible School and child care for the children of missionaries attending a conference, and to East Asia,
where doors opened for ministry among a people
group for which the church had been praying.
Continued on page 22
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JAPANESE FAMILY COMES TO FAITH
W

HEN IMB WORKER JACK WATTANAWONGSAWANG AND HIS WIFE PRINNA
MOVED TO FUKUOKA, JAPAN AT THE END OF
2016, ONE OF THE FIRST THINGS THEY BEGAN
TO DO WAS PRAYER WALK.
They’d leave their apartment, pick a direction, and
just start walking. Along the way, they’d pray for
God to lead them to the people He had prepared
for them to meet, and for God to direct them to the
places He’d prepared for them to go.
And then, they’d pray one more thing. They’d pray
specifically for God to open a door for them to share
the Gospel with an entire family, and for that whole
family to put their faith in Christ.
After years of ministry in Japan, a country where less
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than half a percent of the population are evangelical
Christians, they’d learned that social persecution was
a challenging barrier to the gospel.
“There’s a saying in Japan that the nail that sticks
out gets hammered down,” said Jack. “Becoming
a Christian is that. You become a nail that sticks
out from your family and from society. So, you get
hammered down. That makes it really hard to accept
Christ alone.”
This past March, the couple celebrated God’s answer
to four years of prayer as they watched Hatsuko*
and her granddaughter Momoka* profess their faith
in Christ publicly through baptism. The new believers were far from alone. They were following in the
steps of the rest of their family who had all put their
faith in Christ over the last several years.
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“This is truly a God story that no one could have
planned,” said Prinna. “Our whole church family was
filled with joy.”
God first began working in the life of Momoka’s
brother, who met a Christian when he was in college.
That believer led him to faith in Christ and helped
him understand the Bible, but after graduation they
lost touch.
Prinna and Jack met the family because Momoka’s
mother, Yuko*, began attending a cooking class they
were teaching at a community center not far from
their house. They’d found the community center
during a prayer walk when the mission pastor from
their sending church in Tennessee came to visit soon
after they moved.
They began partnering with a local church plant to
use the cooking class to build friendships and share
the gospel. Jack invited the pastor from the church
plant to attend the class, and he did.
When the pastor met Yuko, she told him her son was
a Christian because of a friend he’d made in college,
and she’d always wished she could meet that friend.
It took just a few more minutes of conversation for
them to both realize that the pastor was that friend—
he’d introduced her son to Christ, and then years
later planted a church in Fukuoka.

The pastor began coming over to Yuko’s house to
study the Bible with Yuko and Momoka. That’s when
Hatsuko first began to understand the gospel. She
would listen along to the Bible studies because she
lived with her daughter’s family.
God used Scripture and the love of local believers to
show Momoka and Hatsuko He cared for them, and
He was worth surrendering to. Their baptisms this
past March were celebrations of more than just their
salvations alone. They were celebrations of God’s
amazing grace to draw a whole family to Himself
through the faithful witness of a local church.
“How much we believe God can do is the key. Do we
really believe He can save people?” Jack said. “He
said He will do it, and He will. Are we begging Him
that He would lead us to see His plan and connect
the dots and see all that He has prepared?”
When Jack and Prinna first began prayer walking
four years ago, it was often just the two of them.
They had no idea how God would answer their
prayers.
Today, they still prayer walk through Fukuoka, but
they’re not alone anymore. They walk alongside the
church God led them to partner with, which now
includes three generations of a family who are a
constant reminder to them that he is always at work.

Prinna invited Yuko to the church, and Yuko and her
“Lead us to the people that you have prepared for
husband both began attendus. Lead us to people
ing with their son. As believwho will be saved and
THIS IS TRULY A GOD STORY THAT NO
ers invested in them and enbecome our family. Open
ONE COULD HAVE PLANNED. OUR
couraged them to study the
the door for us to share
WHOLE CHURCH FAMILY WAS FILLED
Bible, the Holy Spirit began
the gospel. Save whole
WITH
JOY.
to work on their hearts. Four
families, save whole
months after they first visited
-PRINNA WATTANAWONGSAWANG communities. That’s
the church plant, Yuko and
always our prayer,” said
her husband both accepted
Jack.
Christ. The pastor baptized them in the ocean last
August.
*Names withheld for security reasons
Momoka was skeptical of her parent’s new faith at
first. But it was hard to ignore how much gentler and
kinder her father had become. He even told her he
By Stella McMillian
loved her, something he had rarely done before.
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CHURCHES AID WILDFIRE VICTIMS
R

ECOVERY FROM DEVASTATING WILDFIRES
THAT ROARED THROUGH THE PACIFIC
NORTHWEST STATES SO FAR THIS SUMMER
WILL TAKE MONTHS FOR THOUSANDS OF
RESIDENTS, BUT MANY NORTHWEST BAPTIST
CHURCHES AND THEIR MEMBERS BEGAN
DOING THEIR PART TO HELP IN THE EARLY
STAGES OF THE EMERGENCIES.
“Pray for Northwest pastors and their communities,”
urged Gary Floyd of the Northwest Baptist Disaster
Relief leadership team. “One of the most challenging
ministry dynamics of wildfires and large evacuations
is dealing with the missing -- some found, some
recovered, some never recovered. Pray that pastors
and churches will be sensitive and caring to the communities and families.”
One NWBC pastor will be caring for church members and community residents as he deals with his
own loss. Rich Cole of Mill City (OR) Baptist Church
lost his home in the Beachie Creek Fire.
“I do not know the rebuild process, but we will learn
how it’s done,” Cole said in a social media post. “With
the help of God and family and friends we are okay,
warm, fed, clothed. Many in our home town are much
worse off. Please don’t forget to pray for and help
them too.”
Requests for help are expected to take multiple
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forms in the coming weeks and months, Floyd noted.
Jesi Arnold led a team of Northwest Baptist Disaster Relief volunteers in providing meals in Brewster,
WA, to support early relief efforts related to the large
Cold Springs Fire in central Washington. Growing
fire concerns there led to the effort being closed
down after a few days, but not before more the team
provided more than 1,100 meals to residents and
emergency personnel.
In Clackamas County near Portland, another large
area of western Oregon affecting thousands of resident under varying evacuation warnings and orders,
Kenton Johnson of Trinity Baptist Church in Damascus, OR, managed a team of chaplains ministering to
evacuees stationed temporarily in the parking lot of
a popular mall off of Highway 205. For several days
in mid-September, the chaplains offered support to
evacuees in partnership with Red Cross and Salvation Army relief efforts.
Pastor Rusty Massey of Trinity Baptist in Damascus
and Ken Harmon, director of Northwest Collegiate
Ministries and associate pastor of Northwest Contexture Congregations, ministered to families via toy
distribution and other needed items, according to
Floyd.
A number of churches opened their buildings to residents needing a place to stay due to evacuation from
their homes, needing relief from hazardous air quality
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East Side Baptist had utilized its clothing closet to
provide clothing to evacuees. The church was also
partnering with One Hope Lane County, a network
of pastors, ministry leaders, churches and local businesses, to help provide support including chaplaincy
services.

conditions caused by thick smoke from the fires or
obtaining needed supplies or food items. Among
those NWBC churches in Oregon were New Hope
Baptist in Creswell, Grace Baptist in Rogue River,
Solid Rock Baptist in Portland, Pathway Church in
Gresham and Highland Baptist in Redmond, just to
name a few.

“So much of the upper part of the McKenzie (River
Valley), we just don’t know yet,” Arney said. “We’ve
seen some pictures, and it’s devastating.”

“It’s been an awesome experience to see people responding so faithfully and so well,” said Barry Campbell, pastor of Highland Baptist and current NWBC
president.

Randy Adams, executive director of the Northwest
Baptist Convention, said some churches are partnering with other organizations including the Red Cross
to provide meals or offer their facilities as staging
areas. Disaster relief chaplains have been sent out
to minister to affected communities in both states.

Crystal Batti, one of Highland’s members, was
instrumental in coordinating a distribution of critical
supplies to about 100 evacuees staying temporarily
at a local motel.
“We are doing whatever we can to put food in their
bellies, clothes on their backs and love them where
they are,” Batti told the Argus Observer.
“We’ve had forest fires,” said Len Arney, a retired assistant school superintendent and a lifelong resident
of Springfield, OR. “We just haven’t had one like this.”
Arney is an elder at East Side Baptist Church, which
opened its doors to any who needed shelter. Arney
said some RVs were making use of the church’s
parking lot.
Church leaders have had conversations with a longterm care facility on Springfield’s eastern edge about
temporarily housing its residents if evacuation of the
care facility becomes necessary.

“It’s part of a really tough year for our country,” Adams said. “But our churches here are extremely resilient, and they’re willing to help each other out. One
thing I’ve noticed is a lot of reaching out to places
and churches that are impacted most. Our pastors
pull together during a time like this.”
Arney said he’d “never experienced anything like
this. Layer it on top of the whole coronavirus thing,
and it’s just been crazy.” But he added: “It will come
back. It’s amazing how it renews itself, and it’ll grow
back.”
(Compiled from reports by Northwest Baptist
Disaster Relief and Baptist Press staff George
Schroeder and Tess Schoonhoven.)
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concerns the possible sale of the current Northwest
Baptist Center in Vancouver, WA, and purchase of
land and construction of a new facility that better
meets the needs of the NWBC, the Northwest Baptist Foundation and the Pacific Northwest Campus
of Gateway Seminary of the SBC.
“The current building and its 9-acre location have
served the convention’s churches well since its
opening in 1997, but it is far larger than is needed
with current staffing and requirements of the three
partner entities,” according to Adams.
Based on preliminary estimates about the current
value of the land and building, upward of $9 million,
a relocation and building in the nearby area could
net significant funds for continuing investments in
kingdom ministry to our churches rather than in the
maintenance and upkeep of an aging facility, Adams
added.
To move forward in exploring options, the Executive
Board approved a contract with a local realtor that
specializes in commercial realty and a memorandum
of understanding with an experienced builder in
Clark County.

“This would be a process involving a couple of years
and, depending on the timing of several factors,
a short-term debt exceeding $200,000 may be
required,” said Adams. “Therefore, the board will
request during the annual meeting that messengers
approve the possibility of acquiring a short-term
debt of up to $5 million for the purchase of land and
construction of a new facility.
“We believe the estimated value of the convention’s
current land and building provides sufficient margin
for any debt acquired to be eliminated upon sale of
the current facility,” he said. “Without question, the effort of the hundreds of Northwest Baptist volunteers
who gave their time and energies in the construction
of the current facility provided for all of us an asset
that helps us move forward into the future God has
in store.”
Board member Scott Brewer, pastor of Meadowbrook Church in Redmond, WA, and a former NWBC
president, echoed the concern for thinking seriously
about the convention’s future. He urged convention
leaders to use the time required during a relocation
process as “a season to freshly vision” strategies and
ministry priorities for moving forward. “It’s a great
and healthy moment to engage that,” he said.
By Cameron Crabtree

Randy Adams addresses Executive Board.
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WMU FACING LARGE BUDGET CUTS

National WMU leaders Sandy
Wisdom-Martin (left) Linda Cooper.

I

N RESPONSE TO A DECLINE IN SALES DUE TO
COVID-19, NATIONAL WMU ANNOUNCED IT IS
OFFERING A VOLUNTARY RETIREMENT PLAN
TO STAFF.
“We have worked incredibly hard over the past
several years to ‘right size’ our organization based on
revenue projections,” said Sandy Wisdom-Martin, executive director of national WMU. “With two difficult
back-to-back downsizings and budget cuts, our goal
has been to simplify and put limited resources where
they can make the most impact for the kingdom.”
Over the past four years, WMU has cut 34 percent
from its budget — which will be $5.2 million beginning in October — for 2020-21. Curriculum sales for
missions groups are WMU’s main source of revenue.
However, with so much uncertainty related to the
pandemic, many churches are not ordering these
resources.
“This year we were strategically poised for growth,
and then COVID-19 hit our vibrant ministry with a
force unequal to anything we’ve seen in recent decades,” Wisdom-Martin said.
When churches suspended in-person services and
many across the country were sheltering-at-home at
the onset of the pandemic, WMU quickly responded
by moving GA and RA lessons for April and May

online, creating free missions resources for families during the summer, providing free PTSD Bible
studies and resources for pastors, and launching a
new podcast with inspiring interviews, just to name
a few. While these efforts help to meet needs, they
don’t replace income lost from decreased sales as
churches grapple with not knowing how to plan for
needed resources.
With diminished revenue and uncertainty of when
it may rebound, it is necessary to contain costs and
present a balanced budget for 2020-21.
“We value all of our employees,” Wisdom-Martin
affirmed. “Each and every one makes meaningful
contributions, and we are seeking to be as gracious
and generous as possible.
After the consideration period for those eligible for
the voluntary retirement offer closed Sept. 21, WMU
leaders will determine how much of a deficit in the
budget remains and how to proceed from there.
“Even in the midst of these difficult days, we confess God as our sustainer and provider,” WisdomMartin encouraged. “I believe he has a hope and a
future for WMU. This crisis has negatively affected
our bottom line, but it has positively amplified our
mission.
By Julie Walters of national WMU
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Cooperative Program Giving ...
... partnering with more than 46,000 churches to make Christ known at home, across the nation, and around the world.

Region 4

Region 1
J-A 20
Bellevue-Awakening Church 1,430
Bellevue-Lake Hills
3,435
Bellevue-Leaven Church
1,750
Bellevue-Rock Chinese
1,280
Bellevue-Well Commun
4,333
Bellingham-Living Word
80
Bellingham-Crossroads
1,300
Blk Diamond-Chap Wood
5,258
Bothell-Living Spring
537
Bothell-CrossPointe
10,993
Bothell-Seattle Bridge
3,825
Bothell-Tabern de Dios
163
Burlington-Calvary
2,456
Camano Island-Restoration 3,290
Clear Lake-FBC
1,200
Darrington-Mt View
5,130
Des Moines-The Mountain
6,691
Edmonds-North Seattle
100
Edmonds-One In Christ
450
Edmonds-Rock of Hope
5,138
Enumclaw-FBC
2,025
Everett-Journey
9,189
Everett-Pinehurst
7,839
Everett-S Everett Comm
2,400
Everett-Silver Lake
1,298
Fed Way-First Ukranian
800
Fed Way-Bethel
800
Fed Way-Christ Church
200
Fed Way-Cross Life
900
Fed Way-FBC
2,064
Fed Way-Korean-Amer
3,668
Fed Way-Lifeway
5,600
Fed Way-Nine Lakes
2,490
Fed Way-SoundSide
6,675
Fed Way-Word of Truth
600
Federal Way-City Center
2,709

Hamilton-FBC
7,285
Issaquah-Foothills
12,814
Issaquah-Summit
13,417
Kenmore-Disciple Making
100
Kent-Bread of Life
320
Kent-International Christian
350
Kent-Sequoia
10,668
Kent-Turningpoint
11,393
Lake Stevens-Lake Country 3,500
Lakewood-Emmaus
450
Lakewood-FBC
52,785
Lakewood-Good Shepherd
240
Lakewood-Kaleo Community 2,318
Lynnwood-Healing
120
Lynnwood-EagleWing
1,012
Lynnwood-Global Mission
300
Lynnwood-Japanese
902
Lynnwood-Martha Lk
2,764
Lynnwood-Meadowdale Com 200
Maple Falls-Mt. Baker
351
Maple Valley-Hope
42,791
Marysville-Emmanuel
2,423
Monroe-FBC
9,332
Mount Vernon-Christian
2,771
Mount Vernon-Trinity
4,593
Oak Harbor-Christian Fellow 450
Oak Harbor-Southern
4,789
Puyallup-High Pointe
20,911
Puyallup-South Hill
2,128
Puyallup-Sunrise
19,601
Redmond-FBC Rose Hill
375
Redmond-Korean Hope
500
Redmond-Meadowbrook
46,085
Renton-Agape
1,500
Renton-Church of Beloved 1,250
Renton-Iglesia Vida
800
Renton-Sunset
7,178

Region 2
Bremerton-Kitsap Lake
Bremerton-Sonshine
Castle Rock-FBC
Centralia-Alder Street
Chehalis-Dayspring
Dryad-Community
Elma-Bethany
Forks-FBC
Kalama-Kalama
Kelso-East Kelso

J-A 20
6,240
2,347
6,172
200
12,246
3,068
1,938
9,602
9,346
1,066

Lacey-FBC
Lacey-New Zion
Longview-Beacon Hill
Longview-FBC
Longview-Highlands
Longview-La Iglesia
Longview-Robert Gray
Longview-Valley
Ocean Shores-Faith Com
Olympia, Westwood
Olympia-McKenzie Road

12,159
1,350
1,591
49,006
2,199
435
6,715
20,292
4,079
2,333
22,356

Region 3
J-A 20
Battle Ground-Parkway
57
Beavercrk-NW Contexture 3,160
Beaverton-FBC
5,973
Beaverton-Global
350
Beaverton-Iglesia Bautista 2,960
Beaverton-New Creation
1,221
Beaverton-Trinity Ch & Ministry 173
Bingen-FBC
840
Boring-Iglesia Vida Nueva
1,397
Camas-Lacamas Heights
3,149
Clackamas-Trinity
11,498
Estacada-Clackamas Vly
2,733
Forest Grove-The Crossing 1,538
Goldendale-Columbus Ave 14,224
Gresham-Pathway
58,790
Gresham-Punto de Gracia
180
Hillsboro-New Life
3,534
Hood River-Tucker Road
3,884
Klickitat-Klickitat Valley
1,091
Lake Oswego-Lake Bible
600
McMinnville-Grace
2,109
McMinnville-Valley
14,881
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Newberg-Chehalem Valley 18,755
Odell-FBC
1,056
Parkway
643
Prtld-Flavel Street
452
Prtld-Mien Fellowship
400
Prtld-Antioch Christian
1,125
Prtld-East Bridge
1,103
Prtld-Garden Church
2,424
Prtld-Hope International
6,428
Prtld-Igl Luz del Pueblo
150
Prtld-Kaleo Communities
787
Prtld-Korean Logos
600
Prtld-Mill Park
6,749
Prtld-New Life Intnl
750
Prtld-Peninsula
450
Prtld-Rejoice
2,424
Prtld-Romanian
600
Prtld-Sojourn Community
771
Prtld-Solid Rock
6,997
Prtld-The Common
1,472
Prtld-Vietnamese
219
Prtld-Woodstock Com
300
Prtld-Zomi Bethel
1,600

J-A 20
Medford-Living Hope
4,918
Renton-Trinity
4,000
Roseburg-Faith & Reason
53
Medford-Lozier Lane
6,675
Saesoon Baptist Church
228
Albany-Calvary
391
Medford-New Horizon
1,595
Sammamish-21st Century
1,072
Albany-Knox Butte
180
Monmouth-Cultivate
6,978
Seattle-The Hallows
8,000
Albany-Nueva Esperanza
546
Newport-Calvary
1,321
Seattle-Chinese Southern 21,791
Bend-Summit Community
608
North Bend-FBC
1,800
Seattle-CityLight Ministries 1,500
Canyonville-Canyon Creek
720
Phoenix-FBC
3,130
Seattle-Discovery
1,086
Corvallis-Branch
9,081
Prineville-Calvary
6,199
Seattle-Epic Life
2,391
Corvallis-Grant Avenue
17,940
Prospect-Prospect
217
Seattle-Eternal Joy
10
Corvallis-Pioneer Church
2,265
Redmond-HBC Espanol
200
Seattle-FBC Beverly Pk
1,762
Cottage Grove-Calvary
2,865
Redmond-Highland
136,340
Seattle-Gracepoint
400
Cottage Grove-Hope
1,093
Reedsport-Highlands
2,130
Seattlel-Dwelling Place
6,984
Creswell-New Hope
20,311
Rogue River-Grace
5,679
Seattle-Living Water Chin
2,080
Dexter-Dexter Baptist
328
Roseburg-Bethany
272
Seattle-Loving First
1,470
Dorris-FBC
300
Roseburg-Vine Street
12,233
Seattle-Roots Community
9,632
Eugene-Fairfield
20,818
Salem-Capital
26,270
Sedro Woolley-Cross Cntry 1,531
Eugene-Japanese
135
Salem-Living Water
1,333
Sedro Woolley-Skagit
800
Eugene-Riviera
6,154
Siletz-Sacred Ground
625
Sedro Woolley-Valley
3,380
Florence-FBC
13,487
Sisters-Calvary Chapel
70
Snohomish-Bridge
1,477
Glendale-Glendale
1,770
Springfield-East Side
6,595
Snohomish-BridgeCity
5,193
Grants Pass-Solid Rock
3,050
Springfield-Grace Korean
495
Spanaway-SE Asian
121
K Falls-Ch on Homedale
11,281
Springfield-Trinity
5,260
Sultan-FBC
2,731
Keizer-Cristiana Renuevo
3,117
Sweet Home-Freedom
824
Sultan-Lighthouse
1,557
La Pine-Whispering Pines
806
Terrebonne-Smith Rock
4,680
Tacoma-The Pathway
1,200
Lakeview-Trinity
1,777
Toledo-FBC
1,770
Tacoma-E.Tacoma Christian
150
Lebanon-Iglesia Biblica Intl
160
Waldport-FBC
2,250
Tacoma-Filipino Inter
1,000
Lebanon-Trinity
5,243
Warm Springs-Warm Sprgs 3,180
Tacoma-Good News
200
Lincoln City-Pacific
632
White City-Trinity
900
Tacoma-Highland Hill
2,978
Madras-FBC
2,018
Winston-Community
9,378
Tacoma-Japanese Intl
4,776
Total:
380,446
Tacoma-New Beginnings
126
Tacoma-New Hope
147
Tacoma-Tacoma FBC
50,000
J-A 20
Otis Orchards-Starr Rd
900
Tacoma-VMCM
180
Airway Hts-Airway Hts
12,485
Pasco-Iglesia Bautista
205
Yelm-First
4,211
Airway Hts-Spokane Rock
750
Pasco-International
414
Yelm-Ignite Church
904
Athol-Athol
16,360
Pendleton-Pendleton
3,897
Total:
542,649
Benton City-FBC
2,354
Pilot Rock-Life Church
8,299
		
Boardman-FBC
1,000
Prosser-Calvary
1,491
Brewster-Calvary
1,800
Pullman-Emmanuel
23,327
Burbank-Trinity
5,189
Pullman-Grace and Glory
528
Cheney-Fellowship
2,940
Pullman-Resonate
16,536
Port Angeles-Hillcrest
3,325
Clarkston-SonRise
3,835
Quincy-Iglesia Nueva Vida
70
Port Hadlock-Oak Bay
635
Clarkston-Trinity
1,040
Rathdrum-New Beg
2,434
Port Orchard-Evergreen
1,311
Coeur d’Alene-Pathway
1,400
Rice-Victory
2,162
Port Orchard-FBC
4,615
Dayton-Faith Chapel
400
Richland- Lighthouse
1,370
Port Townsend-San Juan 11,455
Deer Park-FBC
1,000
Richland-Reata Sprgs
9,917
Rainier-Delena
582
E Wenatchee-Eastmont
36,556
Richland-Richland
110,765
Randle-Reconciled
4,588
Ellensburg-Chestnut St
12,671
Spirit Lake-Spirit Lake
3,088
Scappoose-Creekside
2,410
Grandview-Valley Life
1,900
Spokane Valley-Dishman
6,582
Greenacres-Greenacres
800
Sequim-FBC
11,885
Spokane Valley-East Valley 4,085
Harrison-Community
3,600
Spokane Valley-The Rock
4,560
Silverdale-Clear Creek
2,637
Heppner-Willow Creek
4,576
Spokane Valley-Valleypt
6,742
Silverdale-Kitsap Christian
150
Hermiston-Grace
1,678
Spokane-Crestline
1,888
Toledo-FBC
15,486
Hermiston-New Beginnings 1,802
Spokane-Driscoll Blvd
10,316
Total:
233,820
Ione-Ione
1,191
Spokane-North Addison
6,141
		
Kellogg-FBC
1,306
Spokane-River City
487
Kennewick-Crossview
1,600
Spokane-Springhill Bible
1,600
Ptld-OneHope
540
Kennewick-Finley First
1,600
Spokane-Windsor
1,613
Ridgefield-GO
9,652
Kennewick-Hillview
6,616
St Maries-College Ave
1,212
Rufus-Bapt Ch at Rufus
1,492
Kennewick-Kennewick
67,689
Union Gap-FBC
1,615
The Dalles-Emmanuel
3,906
Kennewick-Quinault
1,032
W Richland-Grace&Truth
7,681
Tigard-Hall Blvd
10,020
Kennewick-Sola
3,089
W Richland-Reliance
11,000
Tigard-Japanese Intnl
1,400
La Grande-The Way
412
Walla Walla-Blue Mt
3,818
Tillamook-Life Change
4,975
La Grande-Trinity
1,040
Walla Walla-Kairos
1,619
Vancouver-Ukrainian
400
Leavenworth-FBC
12,867
Wapato-FBC
2,323
Vancouver-Arabic
160
Lewiston-Orchards
4,714
Yakima-Terrace Hghts
3,198
Vancouver-CrossPointe
21,751
Lewiston-Tammany
21,459
Yakima-The Cross
2,950
Vancouver-Evergreen
4,019
Love Tree Church
100
Yakima-The River
2,205
Vancouver-Family Network
765
Mead-Crossover
350
Zillah-Mtn View
1,583
Vancouver-Grace
1,000
Moscow-Trinity
1,750
Total:
518,017
Moses Lake-Emmanuel
1,885
Vancouver-Gtr Faith MBC
175
Newport-Newport So
5,523
Vancouver-Iglesia Belen
872
Oakesdale-FBC
1,037
		
Vancouver-Project Truth
400
Vancouver-Revival
1,350
Vancouver-River City
1,569
January through August Budget vs Actual Comparison
Vancouver-Song of Hope
700
Budget
Actual
Variance
Vancouver-Trinity
750
1,965,382
1,951,492
(13,890)
Vancouver-Vietnamese
640
Report only includes churches that have contributed through the
Vancouver-Vietnamese Heart 1,448
Northwest Baptist Convention January - August 2020. A full report of
Wilsonville-Creekside
5,712
all NWBC churches is available at www.gonbw.org/cp/
Total:
264,292
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In the U.S., trained Disaster Relief volunteers went
to Louisiana after hurricanes, New York after 9/11,
Colorado for erosion control after wildfires, and
elsewhere.
Regionally, McKenzie Road Baptist has partnered
with Set Free rehabilitative Ministries in Elma and
Chehalis, Union Gospel Mission in Olympia, Youth
With a Mission’s food bank for homeless kids, and
the elementary school a half-mile from the church,
where they have given out backpacks stuffed with
school supplies, and with $25 Safeway gift cards,
which the school told the parents receiving them
were donated by the church.
The church took Vacation Bible School for the last
18 years to the Colville Indian Reservation in northcentral Washington, but tribal leaders this year said
no because of the pandemic.
The church hosted a Community Disaster Preparedness workshop in 2016, but plans for one this year
were quashed because of the pandemic.
McKenzie Road Baptist responded to the pandemic
first with prayer, Panter said.
“We’ve been seeking the Lord, finding more effective
ways to reach the community around us,” the pastor
said. “We’ve been praying and trying a few things.
We’re very spread out, trying to lead people from all
kinds of cities to focus on needs right around the
church. God planted this church here, so we need to
reach out more effectively here as well as our scattered [church families’] neighborhoods.”
Not until the pandemic’s restrictions hit did
McKenzie Road Baptist go online for the first
time, but what they scrambled to do has
resulted in new opportunities, the pastor
said.
“We dug into it, found out what it takes
to do it,” Panter said, crediting “Olympic Association, state convention,
pastor friends, NAMB, IMB and
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outside entities; we’ve had a lot of different input. I
get it in my email and forward to our tech folk.”
With church members telling friends, neighbors and
coworkers about the services online on Facebook
and YouTube, attendance grew to nearly double the
congregation’s pre-Covid numbers so, “We’re keeping it going and buying the right kind of equipment,”
the pastor said.
McKenzie Road Baptist now is back to meeting in
its building, with caveats. Half the hookable pewWE’VE BEEN SEEKING THE LORD, FINDING MORE EFFECTIVE WAYS TO REACH
THE COMMUNITY AROUND US. WE’VE
BEEN PRAYING AND TRYING A FEW
THINGS. WE’RE VERY SPREAD OUT, TRYING TO LEAD PEOPLE FROM ALL KINDS
OF CITIES TO FOCUS ON NEEDS RIGHT
AROUND THE CHURCH. GOD PLANTED
THIS CHURCH HERE, SO WE NEED TO
REACH OUT MORE EFFECTIVELY HERE
AS WELL AS OUR SCATTERED [CHURCH
FAMILIES’] NEIGHBORHOODS.
-DAN PANTER
chairs have been removed. The remainder have been
positioned for single, double and triple sets, with
generous space between each set. The congregation signs up for either a 9 a.m. or 11 a.m. service,
and neither has more than 30 in attendance, though
with services also still online, the small numbers are
misleading.
Everyone in the worship center wears masks. Those
who don’t want to wear them stay in the foyer, where
they can still feel part of the gathering.
“It’s been quite a challenge, but by God’s grace we’re
making it work,” Panter said. “When you’re faithful
with what he gives you, he blesses.
“Keep your eyes and your heart on Jesus. That’s
what I preach and teach,” the pastor continued. “God
is in control. Nothing caught him off guard.”
By Karen L. Willoughby
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Northwest Baptist Convention
3200 NE 109th Ave
Vancouver, WA 98682
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