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VIEWPOINT by Randy Adams, Executive Director
COURAGE PARAMOUNT IN PLEASING GOD
“We have given our children for Mexico, and now we
will go back and give our lives.” Minnie Lacy spoke
those words following the death of all five of her
children within 15 days. One-by-one the children
succumbed to a horrible fever until each was dead.
Her husband, George, didn’t think they could continue their mission work. “My Dear, we will give up
and come home,” he said, before Minnie spoke those
immortal words. This led to 30 years of heroic and
fruitful ministry in Mexico.
If you want to read the rest of the story, get David
Brady’s excellent book, Not Forgotten: Inspiring Missionary Pioneers, and you will read of 18 such missionaries whose names you don’t know, but whose
lives mattered much for Christ, and whose stories will
help you live heroically for Christ.
I’ve been thinking about courage lately. My dad,
when he was a boy, overcame his fear of bees by
holding a bee up to his finger, and letting the bee
sting him. His mom was terrified of bees, and he
didn’t want to be afraid like his mom.
My dad taught me that courage is something that
can be attained. We can grow in our ability to act
courageously. That’s important because the time will
come when each of us will need courage, and having
courage may be more important than you know. Rev.
21:8 says, “But the cowards, unbelievers, vile, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all
liars – their share will be in the lake that burns with
fire and sulfur, which is the second death.”
Have you ever associated cowardice with unbelief or
murder or idolatry and other terrible sins? Our Lord
makes that association.
How can we practice living courageously and become courageous men and women of God?
First, practice courage. Do things to help overcome
fear. I’m not referring to reckless behavior, but putting
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yourself into ministry opportunities that challenge
your fears.
One of my early fears was public speaking. I had a
bad lisp as a child. Speech therapy helped me overcome it, but overcoming it “in my head” took longer.
I well remember the worship service in which I was
asked to pray for the first time. Without warning, the
worship leader said, “Randy, would you lead us in
prayer?” I was stunned. But I did it. And it served as
an important step to overcoming fear.
Second, do something for Christ that you’ve never
done. Share Jesus with someone. Volunteer to offer
a public prayer. Visit a shut-in. Just do something.
Spiritual growth requires more than knowing the
truth -- it requires doing the truth.
Third, read stories of courageous people. Missionary biographies are great. Reading how others lived
courageously can help build our backbones.
A courageous Christian lives in fear of God, not men.
Obeying God is paramount, not pleasing others and
forsaking God by doing so. The stories of Daniel in
the lions den and his three friends in the fiery furnace teach this truth.
Courageous people fear God, not failure. Fear of
failure keeps people from “attempting great things
for God and expecting great things from God,” to
paraphrase William Carey, the famed missionary to
India. Scripture is replete with stories of God-fearing
people standing up to tyrants, fighting giants, confronting death because they loved/feared God more
than anything.
You can add to the list, but we must disciple children to have courage and fear God. The evil one is
discipling children to fear everything but God. Don’t
fail your kids at this point. Help them be a Daniel, or
a Deborah!
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PARTNERSHIP
empowers church planting efforts

Editor’s Note: Many Northwest Baptist Convention
churches in March prayed for North American missions and participated in the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering that provides support for missionaries
who serve on behalf of Southern Baptists across
North America. Dave and Mary Elliff of Roots
Community Church in Seattle were among
featured missionaries in this year’s
offering emphasis that had a national goal
of $70 million.
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N MANY OF AMERICA’S CITIES, BENCHMARKS FOR WHAT COUNT AS SUCCESS
IN MINISTRY HAS TO BE REDEFINED.
THAT’S WHAT DAVE AND MARY ELLIFF DISCOVERED AS THEY PLANTED ROOTS COMMUNITY CHURCH IN SEATTLE.
“I have met a lot of people who had never heard of
Jesus,” Mary recounted. “It’s starting from scratch,
talking to one person at a time and explaining what
we believe and why.”
Observers identify nearly 40 percent of the population in the Seattle metro area as religiously unaffiliated. More than 90 percent of the population does
not attend an evangelical church at all.
So, the distance between hearing the gospel and
responding to it is much greater than some may
experience in the “Bible Belt” South. Yet, Roots
Community Church averages between 95 and 110
people every Sunday, and the church has seen God
at work in their neighborhood.
The Elliffs moved to Seattle from Little Rock, AR, in
2015 because of their heart to reach people with
the gospel.
“I came to Seattle during a vision trip and instantly
got gripped by the sense of spiritual need that’s in
the city and the need for more churches,” Dave said.
Dave previously served as a missionary in Southeast
Asia with the International Mission Board through
its two-year, Journeyman program. He has noticed
the spiritual condition in Seattle resembles the Asian
nation where he served overseas.
“We live in a city that celebrates every lifestyle,
spiritual or gender choice except Christianity,” Dave
said. “Despite that, we see many who are searching
spiritually for truth and meaning.”
The particular neighborhood they have moved to has
been described as the “metaphysical belt” of the city.
Several shops and buildings are dedicated to a “New
Age” religious mysticism, whether that be crystal

healing rooms or a temple dedicated to myriad religious figures and deities.
“For me, coming here from such a Christian-saturated part of the United States, it was a mental and
emotional and spiritual shift for me,” Mary said.
In Little Rock, Mary enjoyed successful stints as a
broadcast journalist and in marketing. She had to
come to grips with losing that identity ahead of their
eventual transition to ministry in Seattle, but God
“WE LIVE IN A CITY THAT CELEBRATES
EVERY LIFESTYLE, SPIRITUAL OR GENDER
CHOICE EXCEPT CHRISTIANITY. DESPITE
THAT, WE SEE MANY WHO ARE SEARCHING SPIRITUALLY FOR TRUTH AND
MEANING.” - Dave Elliff
would lead her to see how key her role would be in
the ministry.
“If you were to ask anybody at our church who has
been one of the most effective at building relationships with people who don’t know Jesus and bringing people to Roots,” Dave said, “the answer would
definitely be Mary 10 times over.”
As a mother of four young children, she has connected with other moms in the area, whether
through social media or simply by starting conversations in the park.
“When we came up here, I didn’t feel capable,” she
recalled, through tears. “I felt like, with Jesus and
the fisherman, He told them, ‘Come. I’ll call you to be
fishers of men.’ So, that’s what I clung to. I prayed,
‘Lord, I don’t know how to do this. You’re going to
have to help me.’”
And he did, leading her to meet and talk with one
person at a time. Those interactions led to growth
in their church as these women would come with
their families. A home group meeting grew into
two groups. Then, they started meeting in different,
smaller venues in their neighborhood. Now, they
have reached a point where they worship in a local
gymnasium.

Continued on page 16
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ARY FLOYD, A CHURCH PLANTING
CATALYST FOR THE NORTHWEST
BAPTIST CONVENTION AND LONGTIME
LEADER FOR NORTHWEST BAPTIST DISASTER RELIEF AND COMMUNITY MINISTRIES,
RETIRED AT THE END OF 2019.
Like many ministers, however, that doesn’t mean
he is finished making a contribution to the ongoing
work of Northwest Baptists. He became a part-time
contract worker with the NWBC to help in three
critical areas – strengthening the work of Baptist associations in the Northwest, chaplaincy and disaster
relief.
“Gary’s ministry in the Northwest has grown deep
and wide over these past 26 years,” said Randy Adams, NWBC executive director. “His new part-time
role will continue the focus on Disaster Relief, but
he will also further develop chaplain ministry through
our churches, and Gary will be the point-man in partnering with local Associations in the Northwest.”

member was completed on December 31, 2019,” said Floyd.
The national Southern Baptist
Disaster Relief (SBDR) organization
recently presented Floyd with the
Laddie Adams Service Award for his
26 years of service as the Northwest
Baptist Disaster Relief director.
“Laddie Adams, a state director for Oklahoma Baptists, was one of the early originators of SBDR,” Floyd said. “He was also one
of three mentors that God placed in my life
resulting in the development of NWBDR. After
some initial research and conversations in the
Northwest I met Laddie Adams in January 1994.
He helped lay out a progression for development
in the Northwest. It was a unique honor to receive
this award.”
Since its formation under Floyd’s guidance,
Northwest Baptist Disaster Relief has trained

DISASTER RELIEF
CHAMPION RETIRES
Gary Floyd continues service to associations,
chaplains and churches

Gary Irby, the NWBC’s church planting director,
credited Floyd with assisting multiple churches and
ministries.
“Gary is a godly, wise, relational and encouraging
worker who raises the IQ of any room he enters,”
said Irby last fall as news of Floyd’s retirement began circulating.
“My tenure by policy as a full-time NWBC staff
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hundreds of volunteers ready to offer “hope, help
and healing” to people in crisis situations. Currently,
between 600-700 volunteers from churches across
the Northwest are certified for roles in emergency
situations, both in the U.S. and abroad.
Recent flooding in eastern Oregon drew Northwest
Disaster Relief volunteers to the small northern
Oregon towns of Stanfield and Echo. After being
contacted by the city administration of Echo when

Gary Floyd received the Laddie Adams
Service Award for 26 years as the Northwest
Baptist Diaster Relief Director.
Volunteers Assist homeowners with clean up as a part
of a mud-out team through NWBDR in Eastern Oregon.

30 homes were affected by rising floodwaters,
disaster relief representatives met with local churches and city administration to ascertain the needs due
to flood damage.
City leaders requested assistance with mud-out of
eight units, according to volunteers Daniel and Jesi
Arnold. Northwest Baptist Disaster Relief committed to providing mud-out teams when requested. A
local Conservative Baptist church joined the effort by
hosting volunteers.
“We are very thankful that the NWBDR Recovery,
Shower and Feeding volunteers all arrived safely
at Stanfield Baptist Church and their smiling faces
were an encouragement to us,” said Jesi Arnold.

“Volunteers spent separate days in Walla Walla and
Waitsburg, WA, completing assessments and contacting property owners. Standfield Baptist volunteers completed flood recovery at one property and
began work at a second property, under the direction
of the Columbia Basin Baptist Association DR team.”
Disaster Relief volunteers noted a first for the group
in the response. Instead of cleaning mud out of
homes, one team spent time cleaning mud out of a
flooded blueberry field. The team cleaned dried mud
and silt off of the plants so the farm would not lose
this year’s harvest and many of their plants.
Adapted for the Witness
MARCH/APRIL 2020 Northwest Baptist Witness
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Cameron Williams

A
churches embrace

“GOD
SPACE”
TOOL

N INCREASING PERCENTAGE OF
NORTHWEST RESIDENTS SEEM WARY
OF PEOPLE WHO COME KNOCKING AT
THEIR DOORS, ACCORDING TO PASTOR
DAN PANTER OF MCKENZIE ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH IN OIYMPIA, WA. THAT HAMPERED SOME OF THE CHURCH’S EFFORTS
TO EVANGELIZE THOSE AROUND THEM,
SO PANTER AND THE CHURCH LEADERS
WERE ON THE LOOKOUT FOR A DIFFERENT APPROACH.
“The F.A.I.T.H evangelism approach was being used
when I first became pastor at McKenzie Road 17
years ago, and I expanded it and the Lord has
blessed,” Panter said. “We used it for several years
with lay leaders who were very strong. They kept it
running and I helped facilitate but we noticed it was
becoming a less and less effective method.”
Recently, Panter was intrigued when he first heard
about “God Space: Where Spiritual Conversations
Happen Naturally.” He heard Doug Pollock, author of
the evangelism resource, speak at a Northwest Baptist Convention annual meeting and soon realized it
was just what the church needed.
“Our folks have fallen in love with it,” Panter stated.
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Dan Panter

“This is what
Jesus did out among
the people – he came
to our turf engaging people
everywhere. That’s how we need
to be doing it.”
The NWBC provides God Space materials for
any convention-affiliated church at no cost because of the shared ministry of Cooperative Program
funds, according to Joe Flegal, NWBC director of
evangelism/church health.
As the NWBC began offering the materials, First
Baptist Church of Longview, WA, pastor Cameron
Williams was the first the tap into the option.
“Share Jesus Without Fear was, and still remains,
our primary evangelism strategy,” Williams said. “God
Space has been effective for us as a complementary
paradigm. Pollock’s work helps our people become
comfortable with the idea of letting the Holy Spirit
work through relationships with those not yet a part
of us. Part of our implementation strategy was to
lead the entire church through the God Space book,
which resulted in more than 200 people committing the book. Moreover, all of our adult and student
Sunday school classes engaged together with the
companion resource, Activating God Space.”

“We’ve created a media project that we’re premiering as a theatrical event using Pollock’s concept
of ‘spiritual appetizers’ to help share the gospel
through video testimonies,” Williams noted. “We are
also about to implement a new concept I call ‘transformation stations’ to make evangelism resources
and opportunities even more readily available to our
people.”
Williams has noticed the God Space approach
makes sense to FBC members, evoking relief
among some that never before felt they were capable of evangelizing.
“The result has been inspiring to behold,” Williams
said. “Several newcomers in the past year have been
a result of our people simply engaging friends in
sincere spiritual conversation. Church members are
reporting opportunities to lead family members to
Christ who have long been resistant to evangelistic
efforts. I believe God is continuing to build upon a
steady momentum that’s bubbling and growing as a
result of this approach.
“I’ve observed that a key to understanding how to
approach upcoming generations in the Northwest may be relational evangelism. God
Space creates
a clear path for
Continued on page 21

First Baptist created a culture through a month“THIS IS
long introduction via worship experiences such as
WHAT JESUS
sermons, class studies and individual readings.
DID OUT AMONG
Ministry staff keep the materials on hand
THE PEOPLE – HE CAME
and distribute it as asked, while WilTO OUR TURF ENGAGING
liams purposefully incorporates
God Space terminology into his
PEOPLE EVERYWHERE.
sermons.
THAT’S HOW WE NEED TO BE
DOING IT.” - Dan Panter
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covid-19 virus encourages
church goers to

ENGAGE
MINISTRY
IN NEW
FORMS

R

ESTRICTIONS INTENDED TO
LIMIT SPREAD OF THE VIRUS
LEADING TO THE COVID-19 ILLNESS HAVE HAD DRAMATIC IMPACT
ON CHURCHES AND MINISTRIES IN
THE NORTHWEST. AT PRESS TIME
FOR THIS EDITION OF NORTHWEST
BAPTIST WITNESS, SEVERAL NWBC
EVENTS HAD BEEN CANCELED IN
LIGHT OF LIMITS ON PUBLIC GATHERINGS AND CONCERNS ABOUT
CORONAVIRUS EFFECTS.
“The Northwest is ‘ground zero’ for the COVID-19 virus,” said Randy Adams, NWBC
executive director. “Most churches have
made the hard decisions to cease public
worship gatherings in accordance with
governing authorities and to try and protect
their people. Such decisions are extremely
difficult, but all of us are in this together
and we are looking at ways we might
help churches affected by this.”
NWBC leaders have canceled
all public events and conferences through April. Those
include the 52 AND ONE
childhood ministry/VBS training conferences in various
locations. Children’s ministry
leaders are seeking to develop
some of that training content
for online viewing and learning.
Other canceled events include the Northwest Women’s
Summit in Lake Oswego, OR,
the Student Conference in
Gresham, OR, and the church
planting conference in Cannon
Beach, OR.
The Northwest Baptist Disaster Relief Roundtable was
postponed to a date to be
determined. That decision was
made, in concert with partner
Continued on page 17
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NWBC
MARKING
new funding path

W

HEN THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
OF THE NORTHWEST BAPTIST CONVENTION’S EXECUTIVE BOARD CONVENES
IN APRIL TO BEGIN FORMULATING NEXT
YEAR’S MINISTRY BUDGET, IT WILL FACE
TWO CHALLENGES: A SIGNIFICANT REDUCTION IN PARTNERSHIP SUPPORT FROM THE
NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD BEGINNING IN FALL 2021 AND UNKNOWN ECONOMIC IMPACT FROM THE CORONAVIRUS
RESTRICTIONS.

sionaries and staff
($638,000),
development funds for
church planting
recruitment and
training ($85,000),
evangelism efforts in
the Northwest ($75,000)
and various administrative and support operations
($50,000).

The preliminary budget forecasting is part of the committee’s routine duty each spring. The committee, composed of NWBC officers, chairpersons of the board’s
three committees and the immediate past NWBC
president.

The NWBC was the only remaining state convention related to the Southern Baptist Convention
with staff jointly-funded by NAMB. “A decade ago
all state conventions were in jointly-funded partnerships with NAMB,” said Adams. “All of that has
changed.”

Randy Adams, NWBC executive director, notified all
executive board members and convention staff in
mid-March about the forthcoming reduction of support from NAMB, following a meeting with the mission
board’s president, Kevin Ezell, and other leaders from
the agency.
“The bottom line is that we were informed that NAMB
will no longer jointly-fund any of the work or personnel
in the NWBC as of October 1, 2021,” reported Adams.
As a Southern Baptist Convention entity, NAMB begins its fiscal year on October 1. The NWBC operates
on the calendar year.
The NWBC’s $5,315,00 budget for 2020 includes
more than $1,783,000 from NAMB. In partnership with
the NWBC, that amount funds church plants in the
Northwest ($935,000), jointly-funded NWBC mis-

As the executive committee prepares to meet, Adams stated various commitments to missions and
evangelism in the Northwest:
“The NWBC will continue to have church planting
missionaries, but they will be fully-funded by the
NWBC,” he said. “We will not walk away from our
mission field and give up reaching the Northwest
to an outside entity.”
Adams does not expect the decrease in NAMB
funding to result in staff layoffs: “In terms of field
staff, we anticipate having 6 to 7 church-planting
staff and about the same number of evangelism/
church health staff, with some being part-time.”
Part of that is due to the recent retirement of Gary
Continued on page 19
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ROCK
CHINESE
CHURCH
makes impact in Puget Sound

Jacob Zhang (right) baptizes a new believer with his father (left).
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HE SOFT GLOW OF CHRISTMAS
LIGHTS ON NEIGHBORHOOD HOMES
ELICIT FEELINGS OF NOSTALGIA FOR
MANY IN THE UNITED STATES, BUT THOSE
SAME LIGHTS CAUSED A SWELL OF EMOTION IN PETER ZHANG FOR A DIFFERENT
REASON AFTER HE ARRIVED IN THE U.S.
FROM CENTRAL CHINA.
The son of an underground church pastor, Zhang
recalled the unique job his father performed at a
labor camp while under arrest for his Christian beliefs – making Christmas lights. The father and son
duo both continue in their calling to show the way to
Jesus’ eternal light.
His father was introduced to Christ while in college
in China and brought the gospel to his family who all
became Christians. As he rose in leadership in the
underground church, hardship followed.
“When I was 10 years old the police came in to
our home to arrest him but he wasn’t there, it was
just my mom and me,” Zhang said. “Our home was
a house church and my bedroom was where we worshiped. The Holy Spirit told me to collect the Bibles
and hymn books and hide them under my pillow

sequences when he was expelled from high school
at 16 for his refusal to join the youth communist
group, a choice that prevented him from acceptance
at colleges for years to come.
“I learned to live only by faith, as Dad never brought
money to the family,” Zhang stated. “One time he was
going on a mission trip and after my parents bought
the ticket we had two cents left. But God provided
and I didn’t starve a single day. I started in an underground seminary, which was often in someone’s
basement and moved frequently.”
The young Zhang learned to pray and study the
Bible and also learned English from missionaries. He
went on to become a translator for mission teams
from the U.S. During that time his father was arrested and sent to a labor camp.
“That was my lowest point and I questioned why
God would allow him to suffer,” Zhang said. “But we
began to receive phone calls from guys he met and
introduced to Christ there who let us know they had
started a new life. It really changed me and I finally
understood he was sent there for a reason.”
It was always a dream for father and son for Zhang
to come to the western church and locate in the

“I learned to live only by faith, as Dad never brought
money to the family. One time he was going on a
mission trip and after my parents bought the ticket
we had two cents left. But God provided and I didn’t
starve a single day.”

when I heard the police in the other room. I
then pretended sleep and the police did not
search my bed. We then went at 5 a.m. the next
morning to my father’s work and told him not to
come home.”
Zhang and his mother, a surgical nurse, did not live
in the same house with his father until Zhang was
18 years old, and only saw him two or three weeks
per year, as the danger was too great for being together regularly. The teenager suffered his own con-

Bible belt. He applied to Christian colleges in the
states, but was always rejected due to his lack of
a high school diploma. He came on a wing and a
prayer and saw many miracles in the process of
receiving his visa without required documentation.
While living in Midland, TX, an American Christian
asked the young immigrant about his future dreams.
“I told him I wanted to go to a Christian college and
had no idea what Baptists were when he suggested
Continued on page 14
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Warren Mainard (left) helps baptize believer at Rock
Chinese Church.

Continued from page 13

again and really wanted me to apply. The DBU vice
president called and informed me they made an
exception for enrollment. I not only completed my
bachelor’s degree in Christian studies there but also
received my master’s degree in global leadership.”
A side benefit for Zhang was meeting his Chinaborn wife, Joan, while at college, and the two knew
immediately they were destined for one another. The
couple has been for married eight years and she
earned her doctorate from Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary during that time. It was there
the Zhangs met a fellow Chinese student headed to
Federal Way, WA, to become a pastor who encouraged the young couple to consider ministry needs in
Seattle.
While they wanted to return to China, Zhang’s father’s church was raided prior to graduation, he and
his wife sensed God may be revealing a new plan
for them. A providential meeting with Puget Sound
Baptist Association director Ron Shepard made it
possible for the Zhangs to come to the area on a
vision tour.
“God put a passion in our hearts and we knew we
were coming, but still wanted to confirm his calling,”
Zhang said. “I needed to change my visa status and
was told there was a one year wait, but when we
were approved in three weeks, we knew this was a
miracle of God.”

14
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The couple landed
in Bellevue,
WA, where
20 percent
of the population is Chinese
transplants, due to the concentration of high tech
workers. After a six month apprenticeship, Zhang
planted the Rock Chinese Church and started with a
membership of two.
“It is the first and only Chinese church in Bellevue
– we have no competition,” Zhang noted. “Chinese
want their children to get degrees in the U.S., and
some get a travelers visa to send their kids to college, but that doesn’t allow them to attend public
schools, so they often go to Christian schools.”
Zhang met an advisor at the Bellevue Christian
School who soon shared that she had been praying
for someone like him. He is the unofficial Chinese
chaplain for the school and translates for Chinese
parents and teachers. If they expressed an interest
in the Bible, the school would send them to a Bible
study formed at Rock Chinese Church. Joan Zhang
is now the school’s international counselor.
“We didn’t have a partner church to support me, just
the North American Mission Board and Puget Sound
Baptist Association,” Zhang said. “God trained me
early on to trust him with college, money, etc., and I

owe $0. I now have a partner church in Arlington, TX,
but God has always provided.”

workers want their children to merge into the community.

Without a place to meet, another Northwest Baptist Convention church planter at the time, Warren
Mainard, offered Zhang a room for Sunday morning
services. At times, it was only Zhang and his wife.

Zhang’s advisor friend from Bellevue Christian
School introduced him to her pastor at Bellevue
Presbyterian Church, a large, well-established
church, within walking distance of the school. The
pastor, upon hearing Zhang’s dreams for his church,
offered the fledging group meeting space on Friday nights, which the Chinese community embrace.
While seeking other meeting space in 2018, Bellevue Presbyterian leaders once again reached out
to Zhang and offered him and other international
groups Sunday morning meeting space. The host
church appreciates the way Rock Chinese Church
reaches out to the local community.

“We began with using You Tube for music and
continue that today,” Zhang said. “The Chinese are
more concerned about the sermon. After one year,
we only baptized two people and I was depressed. I
felt this burden and prayed and asked God for a big
revival or we would quit. Suddenly, we had 12 people
decide to get baptized, with an eventual 21 total
baptism in 2017. In 2018, we baptized another 20

“After one year, we only baptized two people and I was depressed. I felt this
burden and prayed and asked God for a big revival or we would quit. Suddenly, we had 12 people decide to get baptized, with an eventual 21 total
baptism in 2017. In 2018, we baptized another 20 people and in 2019 nine
more. Some have now become church leaders and deacons.”

people and in 2019 nine more. Some have become
church leaders and deacons.
“Others have gone back to China now, and I tell
them everyone is a missionary. Some are owners
of companies and can impact the whole company,
which they can do easily in China.”
Zhang’s mother first came to visit in 2017, after
not seeing her son for 10 years. Both elder Zhangs
returned in 2018 and a momentous occasion occurred when father and son were able to baptize
new converts together.
“One of my father’s dreams came true with that service,” Zhang stated.
Zhang continues to seek ways to engage members
of his partner churches in tangible ways, such as
using mission team volunteers at an English-learning
camp. Many Chinese residents have noticed only
Christians invite them into their homes. Each summer the church sees increased baptisms after the
English camps. They have also found that Chinese

“We are a first priority with them and they don’t
charge us anything,” Zhang said. “Many of our people
can walk to church here and we had our highest attendance in December, with 92 adults plus children.”
As there are always struggles with any worthwhile
endeavor, Zhang has persevered through teaching
young believers to abandon their old practices and
move into the freedom of new life in Christ.
“I am now 34 years old and the youngest adult in the
church,” Zhang said. “All our members are successful
business owners and it is only from God that they
are able to take direction from someone younger, as
it is not the Chinese way.
“My final calling is to go back to China and God can
always turn a curse into a blessing. I can bring all
this experience when we return to China and are patiently waiting. I have made this decision if he wants
us to die here in Seattle, we will do so. If he wants
us there, we will pack and return. It is all by God’s
grace.”
By Sheila Allen
MARCH/APRIL 2020 Northwest Baptist Witness
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Continued from page 5

“We talk a lot at Roots about being bold but not
brash,” Dave explained. “So, we are up front about
who we are and what we believe, and yet we do
so in a way that really represents the love of
Christ well.”
And the Elliffs are able to accomplish their
work through the power of the Holy Spirit and
the partnership with fellow Southern Baptists.
“The Annie Armstrong Easter Offering may seem
like this generic donation, but it turns into very significant things that we can utilize to better help us
do our ministry here,” Mary said.
In addition to financial support from the offering, the
church is supported by gifts from Southern Baptists
nationally – which includes Northwest Baptists -through the Cooperative Program. Additionally, funds
from the Northwest Impact missions offering observed each fall by NWBC churches benefit church
planting missionaries like the Elliff family.
Along with the financial support comes the prayer
and emotional support.

reminders that we’re loved and that there are people
holding the ropes back on the other side of the U.S.
for us,” Dave explained, referencing missionary William Carey’s statement about those who undergirded
his work through prayer and support.
“WE TAKE TIME TO GO OUT, LOOK AROUND
AND SEE THE NEED, THAT REMINDS US
OF WHY WE’RE HERE. IT REMINDS US OF
HOW THE COST OF WHAT WE’RE DOING
IS FAR OUTWEIGHED BY THE NEED OF
WHY WE’RE HERE.” - Dave Elliff
Moving far away from family and leaving the familiarity of home takes its toll, but the Elliffs have a solution for remedying that homesickness.
“We take time to go out, look around and see the
need,” Dave said. “That reminds us of why we’re here.
It reminds us of how the cost of what we’re doing is
far outweighed by the need of why we’re here.”
The Annie Armstrong Easter Offering provides half
of NAMB’s annual budget. Money given to the offering is used on the field for training, support and care
for missionaries and for evangelism resources.

“There’s just a lot of different ways that we get these
By Brandon Elrod

Dave Elliff preaches during a recent service at Roots Community Church.
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Continued from page 10

organizations, to help ensure relief volunteers stayed
healthy in case they are called upon to provide aid in
other crisis situations.

homes online, which Ford estimated to include
as many as 150 viewers. He said it was viewed
800 times. Courage was Ford’s sermon topic. He
referenced several biblical stories of courage, but
focused mainly on Joshua 1:8.

A series of East Asia 1-Day conferences were postponed until November. Versions of those events are
scheduled to take place as part of the NWBC annual
meeting at the Great Wolf Lodge in Grand Mound, WA.

“Courage is not the absence of fear,” Ford said,
“but the ability to overcome fear by strength of
character.”

The NWBC business office is will process full refunds
of registration fees for the events. NWBC leaders will
make announcements pertaining to remaining events
on the 2020 calendar as concerns warrant.

Ford encourages churches and communities to
unite during the crisis and avoid polarizing opinions
that have some perhaps carelessly unconcerned
and others afraid to leave their homes.

Many Northwest Baptist churches in Oregon, Washington and north Idaho – from some of the smallest
numerically to the larger ones -- have developed ways
to keep their congregations engaged with one another
during the period in which they can’t gather for regular
worship. One of the most popular ways is using social
media and other technological platforms to stream
services or other messages of encouragement.

“Crisis is our opportunity to show courage,” Ford
said, “and if we don’t have crisis, there’s no need
for courage.”

“This is happening across our country,” said Adams. “I
am grateful that our churches love their people, their
community and our Lord. They are finding ways to
serve.”
In southwest Washington, Pastor Mark Ford streamed
offsite worship to Facebook groups. Go Church, which
he founded in fall 2018, lost its worship space in
mid-March when the Ridgefield School District closed
school doors to outside rental groups.
While Ford previously told Baptist Press that moving to
online services alone might provide an opportunity to
strengthen the church’s small group ministry, he now
feels the church plant might grow stronger during the
coronavirus ordeal.
“It’s possible that absence makes the heart grow
fonder,” Ford told BP. “You know when you take something away from people, even if they didn’t even take
advantage of it, sometimes when you give it back they
want it.
Go Church’s Facebook Live session registered 42

An unknown impact about the recent limitations on
public gatherings concerns financial contributions
to churches. Many observers expect it to be significant and have encouraged members to use online
giving to support their ministry staff, fund ongoing
mission efforts and sustain church ministries.
“Please pray for our all our churches and please
support your church as they are forced to cancel
public services,” said Adams. “Support your church
financially even if you can’t attend worship. Many
churches cannot afford to lose even one week’s
offering and this could go on for many weeks.”
Adams is working with the Northwest Baptist
Foundation to boost a fund to assist pastors with
financial needs during the crisis. He and Foundation staff members are developing criteria to help
assess need and provide assistance as appropriate.
Adams also urged church members to help ensure
people are cared for during the weeks of “social
distancing” and the limitations recommended for
large gatherings in public or even in homes. “Pray
for each other and check on the vulnerable people
in your church, family and neighborhood,” he said.
By Cameron Crabtree & Diana Chandler of BP
MARCH/APRIL 2020 Northwest Baptist Witness
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ABUSE AND RESPONSE POSITION
created by IMB

T

HE INTERNATIONAL MISSION BOARD
SELECTED SOMER NOWAK TO FILL A
NEWLY CREATED POSITION OF PREVENTION AND RESPONSE ADMINISTRATOR
FOR THE 175-YEAR-OLD ENTITY. SHE WILL
OVERSEE AND MANAGE PREVENTION AND
RESPONSE EFFORTS FOR CHILD ABUSE
(PHYSICAL AND SEXUAL), SEXUAL HARASSMENT (INCLUDING SEXUAL ASSAULT)
AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE.
IMB is the first Southern Baptist entity to create a
position for this purpose, fulfilling IMB President
Paul Chitwood’s pledge to lead the Southern Baptist
Convention in abuse prevention and response.
“The prevention and response administrator position
is evidence that IMB absolutely remains committed to making changes necessary to better prevent
instances of child abuse and sexual harassment (including sexual assault) and to better care for victims
while holding perpetrators accountable,” Chitwood
said, announcing the selection of Nowak during a
January session of IMB trustee meetings.
IMB created the position in response to recommendations from Gray Plant Mooty, the external
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firm tasked with examining IMB’s handling of past
allegations regarding child abuse and sexual harassment (including sexual assault) as well as a review
of IMB’s policies and practices. During Nowak’s
first year, she will focus on implementing all of the
recommendations from the external examination in
addition to handling new cases as they occur.
“IMB leadership is implementing every recommendation presented by Gray Plant Mooty, diligently moving
toward the highest standards in abuse prevention
and response, including providing compassionate
care,” Chitwood said. “The prevention and response
administrator position is another vital step of implementation.”
Ronnie Floyd, president of the SBC Executive Committee, welcomed the addition of this new role. He
stressed the importance of equipping missionaries
and staff with the tools necessary to prevent and
respond to allegations of abuse in a timely and effective manner.
“With an organization as large as the International
Mission Board that has personnel located across the
entire globe, we need to do all we can to equip our
missionaries and all personnel to prevent abuse in
every way and to respond in a timely and effective
way to any matters relating to abuse,” Floyd said.

J.D. Greear, SBC president, added his affirmation of
the role as a standard for the convention.
“I am glad to see our SBC agencies continue to
take concrete steps to ensure that we care well for
those who have been abused and do all that we
can to prevent future abuse,” Greear said. “The IMB
hiring someone to serve in an abuse prevention and
response role is an example of the kind of staffing
decision our agencies need to consider.”
In July 2018, then-IMB President David Platt called
for the external examination. IMB trustee officers
interviewed numerous potential outside investigators
for the task and selected Gray Plant Mooty, headquartered in Minneapolis, to conduct the examination. After his election in November 2018, Chitwood
affirmed his commitment to the examination.
Nowak previously worked as a counselor with the
Cherokee County Board of Education in Centre, AL.

In this role, she worked alongside county officials to
identify victims of child abuse and take appropriate
steps in reporting. She also educated school staff
and parents on child abuse and prevention, including identifying the signs of child abuse and how to
report it.
Nowak also worked as a forensic interviewer, forensic counselor and educational consultant for Children’s Advocacy of Cherokee County. In this role she
assisted local schools in reporting child abuse cases
and counseling victims of abuse and performed
forensic interviews for local law enforcement in suspected child abuse cases.
Nowak holds a bachelor’s degree in sociology and
psychology, a master’s degree in community agency
counseling, and an educational specialist degree in
school counseling from Jacksonville State University.
By Ann Lovell

Continued from page 11

Floyd (see related story on Page 6) and another
retirement expected in mid-2020. Additionally, the
current budget includes two church planting positions – jointly-funded with NAMB – that are vacant.
Those positions will be removed from the budget.

At press time for The Witness, concerns and restrictions over preventing spread of the virus leading to
COVID-19 were changing quickly, but most churches were prevented from meeting for regular services
for several weeks.

As people retire from NWBC staff or a vacancy occurs over the next several years, “we will determine
how best to move forward,” said Adams.

In addition to finding ways to minister with current
limitations, church leaders and those working with
churches have expressed concern over the impact prolonged restrictions could have on financial
contributions to churches, not only for staff and local
ministries, but for missions giving that supports the
larger work of Southern Baptists through local associations, state conventions and global ministries.

Adams also assured church planters serving in the
Northwest that their support will continue. “NAMB
will still provide funding for the church planters,” he
said. “In addition, the NWBC can apply for ‘project
funds’ in the areas of evangelism and church planting. From a funding standpoint, our church planters
shouldn’t see any significant change.”
Having served in the Northwest for about seven
years now, Adams indicated disappointment over
changes in the partnership. “It is a sad outcome that
has been working itself out for nine years, but I will
say that for me there is a sense of freedom that
comes from this,” he noted. “It will be a challenge.
We’ll need to develop other partnerships, but I believe it can be done and will be done.”

As the NWBC executive committee meets April 24,
more data about economic effects may be known
that inform development of the 2021 spending plan.
Adams urged Northwest Baptists to pray for committee members and church leaders across Oregon,
Washington and north Idaho. “All of our churches are
dealing with this in some way,” he added. “We want
to assist our churches during this time, especially
those who could be financially jeopardized.”
By Cameron Crabtree
MARCH/APRIL 2020 Northwest Baptist Witness
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Cooperative Program Giving ...
... partnering with more than 46,000 churches to make Christ known at home, across the nation, and around the world.

Region 4

Region 1
Bellevue-Lake Hills
Bellevue-Leaven Church
Bellevue-Rock Chinese
Bellevue-Well Commun
Bellingham -Living Word
Blk Diamond-Chap Wood
Bothell -Living Spring
Bothell-CrossPointe
Bothell-Dwelling Place
Bothell-Tabern de Dios
Burlington-Calvary
Camano Island-Restoration
Clear Lake-FBC
Darrington-Mt View
Des Moines -The Mountain
Edmonds-One In Christ
Edmonds-Rock of Hope
Enumclaw-FBC
Everett -Journey
Everett-Pinehurst
Everett-S Everett Comm
Everett-Silver Lake
Fed Way -First Ukranian
Fed Way-Bethel
Fed Way-Christ Church
Fed Way-Cross Life
Fed Way-FBC
Fed Way-Korean-Amer
Fed Way-Lifeway
Fed Way-Nine Lakes
Fed Way-SoundSide
Federal Way-City Center
Issaquah-Foothills
Issaquah-Summit
Kenmore-Disciple Making
Kent-Bread of Life
Kent-International Christian

J-F 20
1,229
250
1,280
1,083
200
1,252
165
3,285
1,754
163
614
854
300
1,217
883
150
3,446
450
2,798
1,907
400
327
200
200
50
200
336
868
1,400
188
2,142
1,095
2,063
7,332
100
80
50

Kent-Sequoia
2,670
Lake Stevens-Lake Country 1,000
Lakewood-Emmaus
100
Lakewood-FBC
20,169
Lakewood-Kaleo Community 604
Lynnwood -Healing
30
Lynnwood-Global Mission
100
Lynnwood-Japanese
353
Lynnwood-Martha Lk
877
Lynnwood-Meadowdale Com
50
Lynnwood-Seattle Bridge
1,557
Maple Falls-Mt. Baker
60
Maple Valley-Hope
20,590
Marysville-Emmanuel
678
Monroe -FBC
1,985
Mount Vernon-Christian
673
Mount Vernon-Trinity
1,590
Oak Harbor-Christian Fellow 150
Oak Harbor-Southern
654
Puyallup-High Pointe
5,313
Puyallup-South Hill
429
Puyallup-Sunrise
5,604
Redmond-FBC Rose Hill
375
Redmond-Meadowbrook
11,939
Renton-Agape
1,500
Renton-Iglesia Vida
800
Renton-Sunset
1,720
Renton-Trinity
1,000
Saesoon Baptist Church
118
Sammamish -21st Century
268
Seattle -The Hallows
2,000
Seattle-Chinese Southern
6,382
Seattle-CityLight Ministries
600
Seattle-Discovery
49
Seattle-Epic Life
605
Seattle-Eternal Joy
10
Seattle-FBC Beverly Pk
424
Seattle-Gracepoint
100

J-F 20
Seattle-Living Water Chin
299
Albany-Calvary
391
Seattle-Loving First
700
Albany-Knox Butte
40
Seattle-Roots Community
1,790
Albany-Nueva Esperanza
166
Sedro Woolley-Skagit
200
Bend -River Woods
40
Sedro Woolley-Valley
790
Bend-Summit Community
377
Snohomish -Bridge
250
Corvallis-Branch
4,339
Snohomish-BridgeCity
1,161
Corvallis-Grant Avenue
5,322
Spanaway-SE Asian
110
Corvallis-Pioneer Church
68
Sultan-FBC
2,296
Cottage Grove-Calvary
650
Sultan-Lighthouse
433
Cottage Grove-Hope
336
Tacoma -The Pathway
150
Creswell-New Hope
4,060
Tacoma-E.Tacoma Christian
50
Dexter-Dexter Baptist
41
Tacoma-Filipino Inter
250
Eugene-Fairfield
6,851
Tacoma-Good News
200
Eugene-Harvest Comm
399
Tacoma-Highland Hill
722
Eugene-Japanese
38
Tacoma-Japanese Intl
1,047
Eugene-Riviera
1,410
Tacoma-New Beginnings
40
Florence-FBC
3,687
Tacoma-New Hope
40
Glendale -Glendale
692
Tacoma-Tacoma FBC
16,000
Grants Pass-Solid Rock
852
Yelm-First
1,554
K Falls -Ch on Homedale
3,312
Total:
161,520
Keizer-Cristiana Renuevo
701
		
Lakeview-Trinity
413
Lebanon-Iglesia Biblica Intl
30
Lebanon-Trinity
1,426
Lincoln City-Pacific
213
Madras-FBC
1,218

J-F 20
799
258
649
1,023
507
2,297
2,240
1,066
5,004

Lacey-New Zion
Longview-FBC
Longview-Highlands
Longview-La Iglesia
Longview-Robert Gray
Longview-Valley
Ocean Shores-Faith Com
Olympia, Westwood
Olympia-McKenzie Road
Port Angeles-Hillcrest
Port Hadlock-Oak Bay

300
11,509
265
230
1,549
5,901
994
583
8,184
919
74

Port Orchard -Evergreen
502
Port Orchard-FBC
1,979
Port Townsend-San Juan
3,365
Rainier-Delena
133
Scappoose-Creekside
610
Sequim-FBC
4,172
Silverdale-Clear Creek
744
Silverdale-Kitsap Christian
150
Toledo-FBC
5,071
Total:
60,966

9,275
113
100
200
415
1,600
257
200
2,450
450
150
859
246
1,078
488
200
120
1,932
385
1,306
2,336

Tillamook-Life Change
1,188
Vancouver -Ukrainian
100
Vancouver-A Family Network 170
Vancouver-Arabic
110
Vancouver-CrossPointe
5,139
Vancouver-Evergreen
982
Vancouver-Gtr Faith MBC
50
Vancouver-Iglesia Belen
136
Vancouver-Project Truth
400
Vancouver-Revival
300
Vancouver-Song of Hope
200
Vancouver-Trinity
112
Vancouver-Vietnamese
160
Vancouver-Vietnamese Heart 691
Wilsonville-Creekside
2,066
Total:
66,166

Region 5

Region 2
Bremerton -Kitsap Lake
Bremerton-Sonshine
Castle Rock-FBC
Dryad-Community
Elma-Bethany
Forks-FBC
Kalama-Kalama
Kelso-East Kelso
Lacey-FBC

Region 3
J-F 20
Battle Ground-Parkway
57
Beaverton-FBC
1,522
Beaverton-Global
100
Beaverton-New Creation
332
Beaverton-Trinity Ch & Ministry 13
Bingen-FBC
207
Boring-Iglesia Vida Nueva
972
Camas-Lacamas Heights
821
Clackamas-Trinity
5,639
Estacada-Clackamas Vly
793
Forest Grove-The Crossing
621
Goldendale-Columbus Ave 2,051
Gresham-Pathway
10,196
Gresham-Punto de Gracia
30
Hillsboro-New Life
1,176
Hood River-Tucker Road
785
Klickitat-Klickitat Valley
185
Lake Oswego-Lake Bible
400
McMinnville-Grace
566
McMinnville-Valley
3,738
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Newberg -Chehalem Valley
Odell-FBC
Prtld -Flavel Street
Prtld -Mien Fellowship
Prtld-East Bridge
Prtld-Hope International
Prtld-Kaleo Communities
Prtld-Korean Logos
Prtld-Mill Park
Prtld-New Life Intnl
Prtld-Peninsula
Prtld-Rejoice
Prtld-Sojourn Community
Prtld-Solid Rock
Prtld-The Common
Prtld-Zomi Bethel
Ptld-OneHope
Ridgefield-GO
Rufus-Bapt Ch at Rufus
The Dalles-Emmanuel
Tigard-Hall Blvd

Medford-Lozier Lane
1,732
Medford-New Horizon
327
Monmouth-Cultivate
1,338
North Bend-FBC
400
Phoenix-FBC
764
Prineville-Calvary
1,648
Redmond-HBC Espanol
200
Redmond-Highland
55,346
Reedsport-Highlands
638
Rogue River-Grace
1,697
Roseburg-Faith & Reason
53
Roseburg-Vine Street
3,980
Salem-Capital
14,505
Salem-Living Water
566
Siletz-Sacred Ground
171
Springfield-East Side
1,503
Springfield-Grace Korean
347
Springfield-Trinity
1,747
Sweet Home-Freedom
197
Terrebonne-Smith Rock
1,170
Toledo-FBC
394
Waldport-FBC
500
Warm Springs-Warm Sprgs 1,395
White City-Trinity
200
Total:
127,887
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Airway Hts-Airway Hts
Airway Hts-Spokane Rock
Athol-Athol
Benton City-FBC
Bonners Ferry-Boundary
Brewster-Calvary
Burbank-Trinity
Cheney-Fellowship
Clarkston-SonRise
Clarkston-Trinity
Coeur d’Alene-Emmanuel
Dayton-Faith Chapel
Deer Park-FBC
E Wenatchee-Eastmont
Ellensburg-Chestnut St
Grandview-Valley Life
Greenacres-Greenacres
Harrison-Community
Heppner-Willow Creek
Hermiston-Grace
Hermiston-New Beginnings
Ione-Ione
Kellogg -FBC
Kennewick-Crossview
Kennewick-Finley First
Kennewick-Hillview
Kennewick-Kennewick
Kennewick-Quinault
La Grande-The Way
La Grande-Trinity
Leavenworth-FBC
Lewiston-Orchards
Lewiston-Tammany
Mead-Crossover
Moscow-Trinity
Moses Lake-Emmanuel
Newport -Newport So

J-F 20
3,093
500
2,025
548
147
400
3,599
407
508
260
200
100
369
9,056
2,318
1,300
200
450
1,276
502
561
214
400
400
400
1,475
21,347
258
412
232
2,731
1,147
5,651
50
500
343
2,258

Oakesdale-FBC
287
Otis Orchards-Starr Rd
200
Pasco-Iglesia Bautista
25
Pasco-International
144
Paterson-Community
187
Pendleton-Pendleton
900
Prosser-Calvary
409
Pullman-Emmanuel
5,516
Pullman-Grace and Glory
78
Rathdrum-New Beg
350
Rice-Victory
438
Richland-Reata Sprgs
2,500
Richland-Richland
31,978
Spirit Lake-Spirit Lake
832
Spokane Valley-Dishman
2,144
Spokane Valley-East Valley
413
Spokane Valley-The Rock
1,230
Spokane Valley-Valleypt
1,810
Spokane-Crestline
499
Spokane-Driscoll Blvd
2,268
Spokane-North Addison
1,458
Spokane-River City
487
Spokane-Springhill Bible
400
Spokane-Windsor
1,613
St Maries-College Ave
296
Union Gap-FBC
427
W Richland-Grace&Truth
1,837
W Richland-Reliance
5,000
Walla Walla-Blue Mt
567
Walla Walla-Kairos
441
Wapato-FBC
664
Yakima-Terrace Hghts
838
Yakima-The Cross
2,950
Yakima-The River
612
Zillah-Mtn View
218
Total:
135,655

January through February Budget vs Actual Comparison
Budget
Actual
Variance
$449,230
$558,650
$109,420
Report only includes churches that have contributed through the
Northwest Baptist Convention January - February 2020. A full report of
all NWBC churches is available at www.gonbw.org/cp/

Continued from page 9

churches who want to have achievable touchpoints
to engage their communities with such a relational
strategy.”
Meanwhile, Panter has taken the God Space approach personally by intentionally engaging folks
at the gym, in his local coffee shop and a favorite
breakfast place. He in turn was invited to the local
Lions Club, which has provided a plethora of new
relationships in his community.
“Our church is reaching out and getting to know our
neighbors,” Panter said. “People are coming to me
to share how their relationships have developed and
increased the opportunities and their ability to share
their faith.”
Those interested in receiving God Space materials
or to seek help with other evangelism resources at
360/882-2100.

MY316 is another resource
available to churches. It was
introduced several years ago
by NWBC executive director
Randy Adams, who developed the material
based on use of
the familiar
verse of
John
3:16 and
personal testimonies.
He has noted that the convention provides evangelism workshops and training annually and that the
NWBC meeting each November usually includes
workshops about evangelism.

By Sheila Allen
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PERSERVERENCE
pathway to intimacy

Editor’s Note: Clay Holcomb is the North American Mission Board’s Send
Missionary for the Portland and Seattle metro areas. He works to support the
church planting missionaries in the Northwest in partnership with the Northwest Baptist Convention. He offers this reflection on Christian identity and
perseverance appropriate to Easter observances and celebrations.

W

E RECENTLY PASSED THROUGH A VERY
DIFFICULT SEASON IN MY COMMUNITY

AND I SUSPECT YOU MAY HAVE EXPERIENCED
THIS AS WELL. IT WAS A SEASON THAT TESTED
MY RESOLVE IN SO MANY WAYS. I FOUND
MYSELF RECONSIDERING MY HEALTH, OUR
MONTHLY FINANCES, IT EVEN PUT STRAIN ON
MY RELATIONSHIP WITH MY WIFE.
We’ve dealt with this before and we will persevere,
but believe me when I say – it caused some discussions. I’m not talking about the recent health scares
or the subsequent stock market free fall, I’m not
thinking about the political divide and the many divisive issues that fill our houses of government. No, it’s
the annual week of temptation that comes when Girl
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Scouts start selling their legendary cookies.
It’s graver than it may sound. My health is questioned, because they are, in fact, cookies. My wallet
is challenged, because they are often for sale after
I’ve paid for the groceries I need. It even strains my
relationship with my wife -- she loves Samoa and I’m
a Tagalong guy.
But by far the biggest issue is dealing with the sales
force. Who can say no to these precious Girl Scouts?
I could be broke and totally full, but it’s hard dismissing those sweet faces selling cookies. For me, it’s
not just about the cookies; if I don’t buy a box (or
two) of cookies, I’m not simply making a health or
financial decision, I’m rejecting the little girls.
I’ve been in ministry for over 25 years and have

ers whose passion for Jesus is unquestioned, their
cause is the greatest cause and their calling to serve
is deeply personal. All of these factors drive these
servants to give all they have and more but in so doing there is a danger.
Much like my sentiment toward those Scouts and
their cookies, many of us in pastoral leadership hold
our calling and ministry so close to our heart that
it becomes a part of our identity. We are so deeply
invested in this life that it has become a part of us
and, in most cases, our families. Far more than a box
of cookies God’s call on our lives is interwoven into
the fabric of our being.
Our faith compels us to follow Jesus and our gift
sets uniquely prepare us for the task God has for us.
Our family members become integral partners in the
ministry and the content of our leadership, care and
teachings flow from our very soul. So it is no wonder

that we could be discouraged when ministry gets
overwhelming or more seriously when we experience
the rejection Jesus promised would accompany any
call to follow him.
The way we handle these trials of ministry will largely
determine how – and sometimes whether -- whether
we finish the race. And just as in a race on a track,
if we try and start preparing after we are already running and starting to get tired, it may be too late.
As Jesus neared the events of the Passion, he was
with his disciples in the upper room. In the next few
hours, he would endure every imaginable type of
rejection, scorn, and pain -- all completely undeserved. But in John 13:3 we get a glimpse into the
heart and mind of Jesus that gave him the strength
to press on: “ Jesus, knowing the Father had given
all things into his hands, and that he had come from

God and was going back to God.”
Jesus knew he would face incomprehensible pain
and rejection. He knew the movement would hang
on the faith of a few unstable followers. He also
knew what the Father had given him, where he came
from and where he was going.
John, in chapter 2 of his gospel, said about Jesus:
“But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to
them (the crowd), because he knew all people and
needed no one to bear witness about man, for he
himself knew what was in man.” Jesus knew his ministry well, better than any of us. He believed, obviously. He was passionate, the cross showed us that.
But his identity and significance wasn’t wrapped in
those things, His identity was firmly rooted in his
relationship with the Father.
When the crowds pass by with indifference and even

when friends walk away with scorn how will we as
pastors endure? We will hurt and even cry, examine
ourselves, admit failure when it is present and then
move on. But the test of whether we will continue to
run, whether we will allow the calling of God on our
lives to continue may depend on whether we understand, believe and experience truth -- our calling isn’t
who we are; it’s what we do.
Who we are, is a beloved child of God with whom
he is joyfully delighted. In fact these sufferings we
endure are not a sign of his rejection or displeasure,
but often a welcome invitation into the “fellowship
of his sufferings,” what the Apostle Paul described
in Philippians 3 as the pathway to sweeter intimacy
with him.
By Clay Holcomb
MARCH/APRIL 2020 Northwest Baptist Witness
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Northwest Baptist Convention
3200 NE 109th Ave
Vancouver, WA 98682

The SECURE Act was
signed into law at the
end of 2019…
Call us or go online to
www.nwbaptistfdn.org
to find out how this will
impact your estate plan
AND how you might
have other options!
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