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VIEWPOINT by Randy Adams, Executive Director
SHINE THE LIGHT, BUILD TRUST
Northwest Baptists, I am grateful to report that in
2019 our churches saw many more people come
to Jesus and follow him in baptism than in the prior
year. We won’t know the total number of baptisms for
a few months, but we already know that we’ll surpass
2,700, maybe reaching 3,000. Also, for the sixth consecutive year the Cooperative Program Mission (CP)
giving of our churches has exceeded the prior year,
with total CP mission giving of $2,861,490.
The number of affiliated churches surpassed 500 for
the first time, totaling 508. This is largely the result
of 20 new churches being birthed. We do not take
these Great Commission advances for granted. As
servants of our Lord and his churches, trustworthiness is essential if we are to enjoy God’s blessing.
So how do we build and maintain trust? We do so
through transparency and accountability. In the
NWBC, our structure and processes are designed to
facilitate trust.
The NWBC is governed by an Executive Board,
established by messengers from NWBC-affiliated
churches at our annual meeting. I am accountable
to our churches through the Board they have established. Executive Board members understand their
primary job is to hold the executive director and staff
accountable to do what we have determined as a
convention of churches. While I’m called to provide
leadership to our convention ministries, I am accountable to the churches for how I lead.
Moreover, the NWBC maintains transparency on the
ministry budget. The Executive Board helps write the
budget and meets corporately to discuss and recommend the budget to NWBC messengers at the an-
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nual meeting. The budget is then discussed, possibly
amended, and adopted by messengers.
Also, the Executive Board receives monthly finance
reports from the NWBC Business Manager. Salary
structures for each NWBC staff position are adopted by the Board. The CP contributions of every
participating church are reported in the Witness, and,
importantly, budget information is available to any
participating NWBC church upon request.
The NWBC also has policies regarding sexual harassment and abuse. We do not use nondisclosure
agreements (NDAs) to hide wrongdoing. No employee or former employee has signed any agreement
that prevents them from speaking. Personally, I have
never asked a staff member to sign an NDA in 36
years of ministry, nor have I ever signed one. NDAs
can damage trust because they prevent transparency.
Performance reports are provided and available.
Ministries like to promote good news. Of course we
do! But organizations funded by God’s people must
be open to examination. Baptists believe we must
advance the Great Commission, but how we best
do that, and how well we are doing that, requires
continual discussion.
Secrecy erodes trust, and trust is essential for an organization to thrive. This has always been true, but in
a scandal-plagued world, where ministry leaders fail
and fall frequently, it is essential that we go the extra
mile, and then some, to protect our ministries, reputations, and, most importantly, the name of Christ. It
is a good day to serve the Lord in the Northwest!
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GROUP TO
NOMINATE
NWBC’S
RANDY
ADAMS

AS SBC
PRESIDENT

A

GROUP OF SOUTHERN BAPTISTS ANNOUNCED JANUARY 14 ITS INTENTION
TO NOMINATE RANDY ADAMS, EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR OF THE NORTHWEST BAPTIST
CONVENTION SINCE SPRING 2013, AS
PRESIDENT OF THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST
CONVENTION WHEN SBC MESSENGERS
CONVENE JUNE 9-10 IN ORLANDO, FL.
In allowing his nomination to the one-year term,
Adams, 58, cited the denomination’s need for sharper
focus on Great Commission endeavors and to “rebuild trust” among SBC churches, denominational
entities and regional organizations.
“I believe that we need a clear change in direction in
order to fulfill our God-given mission and reverse our
present course of decline in every key measurement
of Great Commission advance,” said Adams. “Frankly,
in my flesh, I don’t want to do this, but I’ve been more
and more certain that this is what God wants me to
do. The most important thing we as ministers do is
seek to hear from God and then do what he says to
do. That’s what I’m attempting to do in this matter.”
Dale Jenkins, senior pastor of Airway Heights (WA)
Baptist Church, cited the experience Adams has had
in Southern Baptist life and organizations of multiple
sizes and spheres, in joining the group nominating
Adams.
“He has worked hand in hand with pastors of every
size church and he has worked directly with many
of our denominational entities,” said Jenkins, a
member of the SBC Executive Committee.
“Randy is someone who would be bold and
intentional to help our SBC pursue the
priorities and values that make the
SBC successful for the kingdom
of God.”
With the nomination, Adams will
go up against R.
Albert Mohler, Jr., 60,
president of The Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary
in Louisville, KY, since 1993.
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Adams, born in Idaho and raised in Montana, would
be the first state convention executive director to
serve as SBC president and the first one from
anywhere west of Texas.
He is a member of Go Church in Ridgefield, WA, a church plant which reported 34
members and an average of 100 people in weekly
attendance on the 2019 SBC Annual Church Profile
(ACP). With $233,660 in undesignated receipts in
2019, the church gave $13,805, or 5.9 percent of
receipts, through the Cooperative Program, according to the ACP.
In a video sent to Northwest Baptists, Adams reported he was contacted by a group last November
to consider the potential nomination and then talked
with the NWBC Executive Board’s executive committee about whether to proceed.
Since that time, Adams said, he has continued to
pray about the matter and developed a series of
“commitments to Southern Baptists” that outline his
reasons for allowing his nomination. He penned a
short document detailing his concerns about matters
of effectiveness facing the SBC since its adoption of
a “Great Commission Resurgence” strategy 10 years
ago and listing seven commitments he hopes will
foster meaningful discussion about the SBC’s future.
To “strengthen the impact of Southern Baptists for
the cause of the Lord Jesus Christ,” the SBC must:
Prioritize the Mission – The SBC was founded
to advance the Great Commission of Jesus Christ.
Our primary mission must not be compromised by
intra-convention politics or pet projects. Secondary
issues are not unimportant, and must be addressed
at times, but Southern Baptists were founded to
advance the mission, not a political agenda.
Determine to Cooperate – No single entity or
group can accomplish the mission themselves. We
must respect and recognize the value that every
church, each association and state convention, the
Women’s Missionary Union, Baptist college ministries, and SBC entities bring to the mission. People
cooperate to the extent of their inclusion and we
must start cooperating again. It is a matter of

integrity that
denominational
leaders give strong
evidence of cooperation, including an impeccable track record of Cooperative Program support as the
primary means by which Southern
Baptists fund Great Commission work.
Value Every Church – The local church is
the body of Christ purchased with the blood of
Christ. Whatever its size, the sphere of influence
and potential impact of any church is broader than
what we can see in a weekend gathering. As such,
every cooperating SBC church should be valued,
and strategies to increase the engagement of all
churches in SBC life must be employed, including
use of technology to enable remote access to voting
at the annual meeting of the SBC. We should not be
satisfied with how few of our churches participate in
the annual SBC meeting. Cooperating SBC churches must not be disenfranchised from participation in
the decision-making process because they cannot
afford to travel to annual meeting locations.
Listen to the Field – Local churches, followed by
associations and state conventions, are closest to
the ministry field. Our national SBC agencies should
support and work through local and state convention
partners, who have local knowledge and for whom
the work is most personal because it concerns the
eternal destiny of their closest neighbors. There are
regional differences within our nation, and within regions there are vast differences from one community
to another. Knowing the particulars of a community,
Continued on page 21
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OUTDOOR
EXPERIENCE

SOLIDIFIES CRITICAL
RELATIONSHIPS

C

APTURING AND KEEPING THE ATTENTION
OF TEENAGERS AND YOUNG
ADULTS TODAY IS A CHALLENGE
IN ANY MINISTRY SETTING. FOR
CHRISTIAN LEADERS TRYING TO
SHARE THE GOSPEL MESSAGE WITH
THEM IN COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY
SETTINGS AND INVOLVE THEM IN NEW
CHURCHES, IT’S CRUCIAL.
“The most critical window of time during the school
year is the first four weeks of fall,” noted Jacob Dahl,
site pastor of Resonate Church in Ellensburg, WA.
“Many college students, especially freshmen, begin settling into their rhythms, routines, and friend
groups,” he said in a recent update about the Ellensburg ministry. “It’s in this window that our church
always tries to design a getaway experience for college students to connect and begin forming deeper
relationships.
Back in the fall, the church joined with other Resonate churches from campuses that utilize a quarter
system -- Western Washington University in Bellingham, Eastern Washington University in Cheney
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and Western Oregon University in Monmouth -- to host
Resonate’s first Survivor Weekend, an outdoor experience to garner support from students starting the
school year.
The Resonate sites at schools with a semester system
also hosted a Survivor Weekend.
“Each school represented a ‘Tribe’ that competed
against others all weekend in different challenges,
games, dance competitions, and cheers,” reported Dahl.
“Needless to say, it was an epic and exhausting weekend as we gathered nearly 180 college students away
in the woods to begin developing community.”
MANY STUDENTS WHO CAME TO OUR SURVIVOR WEEKEND ARE NON-BELIEVERS. PRAY
THAT GOD WOULD USE THE RELATIONSHIPS FORMED TO CONTINUE WORKING
IN THEIR HEARTS.
- Jacob Dahl

Finding ways to help students build new friendships and
foster a sense of community in the first few days and
weeks of the college experience is a crucial component
in Resonate’s philosophy of ministry, expressed in one
of its slogans – exploring God is better in community.
“Many students who came to our Survivor Weekend are
non-believers,” said Dahl. “Pray that God would use the
relationships formed to continue working in their hearts.”
Resonate Church, which began on the campus of
Washington State University in 2007, has churches
and ministry work in about a dozen college cities and hopes to have planted 21 churches in
across the greater Northwest by the end of
2021.
Adapted for The Witness.
Photos courtesy of Andrew Lang
/Resonate.
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COLLEGIATE GROUPS

PARTNER TO ENHANCE EFFORTS

T

WO TEXAS BAPTIST STUDENT MINISTRY
(BSM) MISSION GROUPS WENT UP TO
THE UNIVERSITY OF OREGON LAST FALL
TO BOLSTER EFFORTS OF NORTHWEST
COLLEGIATE MINISTRY ON THE CAMPUS.
THE RECENT EFFORTS WERE PART OF A
PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN TEXAS BAPTISTS AND THE NORTHWEST BAPTIST CONVENTION.
Garrett and Rachel Harmon, former Texas BSM staff members at the University of
Houston, relocated to
Oregon after they
felt called to serve
among college students in the Northwest.
Longtime ministry director
Ryan Moore transitioned to an
associate director role and handed the
reins of leadership to the Harmons.
With a staff of four people, the prospect of reaching a school of over 19,000 students seemed daunting. The mission groups from the Texas BSM helped
the Harmons and their team conduct large outreach
events and connect more students with the gospel
and Christian ministry.
By the end of the two weeks, an estimated 1,650
students had been impacted in some way by the
work of the two groups. Eighty-five students were
presented with the gospel message, and 600
spiritual surveys were filled out. A second NCM was
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also launched at Lane Community College, a nearby
college with about 30,000 students.
Forming relationships
The mission groups were primarily composed of
BSM campus missionary Interns, recent college
graduates who committed to serving on college
campuses for a year. For many of them, the trip was
a chance for them to explore what collegiate ministry
looked like outside of Texas.

most important thing the group did during their trip.
Forming relationships opened students to the idea of
hearing about the gospel.
“Showing genuine care and having a passionate
response to these students with the Gospel was so
important, because otherwise the students would
see right through you,” Richardson explained. “When
you’re genuine, they are too.”

Helping each other
One of those interns was Warren Davie, who serves
Clayton Bullion, director of Tarleton University’s BSM
at Texas A&M University. He had expressed an interand organizer of the University of Oregon mission
est in serving in the
trips, explained that
Pacific Northwest,
fostering collegiate
SHOWING
GENUINE
CARE
AND
HAVING
A
PASso when the NCM
ministries in other
SIONATE RESPONSE TO THESE STUDENTS
Oregon trip was anstates was beneficial
WITH
THE
GOSPEL
WAS
SO
IMPORTANT,
nounced, he knew
for both Texas ColBECAUSE OTHERWISE THE STUDENTS
he wanted to apply.
legiate Ministries and
WOULD
SEE
RIGHT
THROUGH
YOU.
He was excited to
their partners. He
- Savannah Richardson
learn more about the
compared it to Jesus’
Northwest culture and
parable of the talents,
how the gospel could
explaining that God
best be spread in that
has called BSM to
environment.
share their experience and resources with others.
“I heard from people that this wasn’t a Christian environment,” Davie explained, “So I guess I was expecting a hostile environment. But I found it was more of
an innocent curiosity about the gospel.”

“One of the things we’ve realized in Texas is that
we have everything we need… so we should be the
place sending the most people to start other BSMs
and campus ministries,” Bullion said.

Davie, along with the other interns, helped the Harmons conduct outreach events and meet students.
They hosted a midnight pancake night, set up lawn
games on campus and passed out fliers. Most importantly, they made connections with students and
invited them to learn more about the gospel.

Furthermore, this trip gave the campus interns a
chance to see what collegiate ministry looks like
outside of Texas. It was a time for them to grow and
explore their future ministry opportunities.

During the lawn games, Davie met two freshmen
students. The young men, who were roommates,
came to every event the team hosted. The last day
the BSM team was on campus, Davie had a gospel
appointment with them. He was able to give each
of them a Bible, the first Bible either one had ever
owned.
For Savannah Richardson, assistant director of
Angelo State’s BSM, making connections was the

For Garrett Harmon and his team, the impact of having a dedicated, passionate team devoted to ministering to students was instrumental in relaunching
the NCM.
“Their commitment to joining us on campus and
sharing the Gospel and having fun with the students
was really sweet, and they brought a lot of joy,”
Harmon said. “We were able to do a whole lot more
because they came.”
By Bonnie Shaw
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HEALTHY
LIVING

ENABLES CONTINUED
MINISTRY

“WHAT ARE YOU DOING
HERE ALREADY? I STILL
HAD YEARS’ WORTH OF
GOOD WORKS PLANNED FOR
YOU TO DO.” I IMAGINE THIS
MAY BE PART OF WHAT CHRIST WILL SAY
TO SOME BELIEVERS AT HIS JUDGMENT
SEAT. SURE, OUR DAYS ARE NUMBERED
BY GOD AND HIS PLANS CANNOT FAIL, SO
THIS MUSING IS THEOLOGICALLY FLAWED.
HOWEVER, THE JUDGMENT PART ISN’T.
We believers will all face a judgment of our deeds by
Christ and be rewarded or suffer loss accordingly. All
of us who by faith have received God’s gift of salvation through the atoning death and resurrection of
Christ will be saved, but some “only as if through fire.”
So what could prompt the specific reaction I imagined above? Some of us are not taking care of our
bodies as we ought and are therefore hastening
our deaths. I know, we’re back into the tall weeds of
God’s sovereignty versus our free will. Here’s my poContinued on page 15
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DAY 1

DAVE & MARY

ELLIFF

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON
Mary Eliff was working as a television news broadcast journalist in Arkansas when her husband Dave
was invited to Seattle to learn about church planting for three days. He was instantly gripped by this
sense of darkness and lostness among the people.
The Eliffs left family and familiar culture of Arkansas
to plant a new Pacific Northwest church in Seattle.
“In the South, we have the Bible Belt. In Seattle,
people call Roosevelt, the neighborhood where
we’re planting, the Metaphysical Belt. Ninety six
percent of the people here don’t attend an evangelical church,” says Dave. “It’s really well-known for
New Age and Eastern religion. But if God’s called
us to this place, he’s called us to plant our lives here.
We did feel like God gave us a great affirmation and
sense of peace for this particular spot to do this
work.”

What would cause you to leave home,
family and even a career to go to an unfamiliar place and people you don’t know? What
would be worth that sacrifice?
This week, you will read about
missionaries who answered that call. You’ll
discover their challenges and understand the
secret to going is their belief in the
urgency of 1 Corinthians 15:3–4; it’s all about
sharing the gospel message with those who
need to hear.
These missionaries and the thousands they
represent need your prayers. Use this prayer
guide in your devotional times, and remember that through prayer, God is opening
doors to transform lives.
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Mary began going to a local park to meet other
moms and talk, which set the groundwork for
building relationships that became friendships. The
couple soon began hosting meetings in their home,
which grew to become two groups and that also
grew.
“We started Roots Church in 2016. Since then,
we’ve had to move three times because we keep
outgrowing our space. That’s a good problem to
have. Now, we have almost a hundred people who
are a part of our church,” says Mary.
“God opened up doors in a community center and
last fall we were able to move to the gymnasium
and have 75 to 95 people on Sunday morning,” says
Dave. “It’s exciting and thriving.”
“When we’re able to share the truth with people, it
literally gives them hope,” Mary says. “When people
give to missions it may seem like a very generic offering, but it turns into very significant things we can
utilize to better help us do our ministry and our work
here.”

PRAY
•

For strength for the team as they work in a
challenging, unreached community.

•

For hearts to be prepared for the gospel in
Roosevelt.

DAY 2

DAY 4

J.D. & ANDREINA

JONATHAN & YESENIA

Toronto is one of the most ethnically diverse cities
in the world. And although there’s a large Hispanic
population, there are few Hispanic churches. J.D.
and Andreina moved from Venezuela to plant one.
The Fasolinos started with a small group Bible study.
Now Emmanuel Baptist Church East involves more
than 70 people worshipping together.

The immediate threat has blown over, but Hurricane
Maria left a deep impact in social, emotional and
financial scars on Puerto Rico. That overwhelming
need is what drew Jonathan and Yesenia back to the
island from their home in New York.

FASOLINO
TORONTO, ONTARIO

PRAY
•

For boldness in a city with opposition.

•

For Emmanuel Baptist Church to create
community and family for those who are lonely
and isolated.

DAY 3

SANTIAGO
GUAYNABO, PUERTO RICO

Jonathan serves as the director of Send Relief Puerto
Rico. He works with local
churches and agencies to
identify people and communities in crisis and match the
needs with the volunteer relief
teams. Jonathan says that
physical needs are easier to
address, but it’s the emotional
and spiritual issues that also
must be acknowledged.

363 million people
in North America
350 languages and
more than 14 religions
273 million have no
relationship with Jesus

I always tell our volunteers,
the most important part of their work isn’t the roof
they are replacing, it’s the people under the roof,”
says Jonathan.

KIRK & KAREN

KIRKLAND
CINCINNATI, OHIO
“We moved to Cincinnati to plant Revive City Church.
When we started, we had no denomination or network behind us. We felt alone.” They started their
first church in a downtown, multi-ethnic area with
great spiritual need. In 2016, they prayed about
starting a second church. Only this time, they knew
they did not have to do it alone.

PRAY
•

For wisdom and direction for Jonathan, his family and the volunteers who serve with them.

•

That God will open doors to share the
gospel.

“That’s when we became a part of the Southern
Baptist Convention, and it’s the best move we ever
made,” says Kirk. As Southern Baptist church planting missionaries, the Kirklands received the support
to successfully launch a second church.

PRAY
•

For the church leaders to develop disciples and
multiply small groups throughout the Cincinnati
metro area.

•

For their plans to plant a third church.
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DAY 7

DAY 5

MOJIC & MUNKHO

ROB & ANNABETH

BALDANDORJ
DENVER, COLORADO

WILTON
PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA

After spending a decade in ministry in New Orleans,
God called Rob and Annabeth to a new work. From
their first visit, the Wiltons knew they were called to
Pittsburgh.

God began pursuing Mojic in Mongolia where he
grew up as an atheist. He heard the gospel from a
college friend and gave his life to Christ. Soon after,
he felt called to attend seminary.

“There’s more than 2 million people, and the gospel
hasn’t reached most of them. But here, it’s hard. I can
count the number of churches we’ve started on one
hand,” explains Rob. “I’m planting a church in southwest Pittsburgh. Our new church has united with
existing plants to recruit, train and send new planters. As one team, we’re already seeing how God is
making us stronger together,” says Rob.

People might think it’s strange for missionaries like
us to leave our country and come to America, but I
think we need to shift our thinking. Denver’s growing
Mongolian population is estimated to be over 1,500.
Most of Mojic’s church members are first-generation
immigrants and were raised atheist like he was.

PRAY
•

For more church planting missionaries who feel
called to Pittsburgh.

•

For unity among the church planting leaders.

PRAY
•

For true spiritual revival among Mongolians in
Denver.

•

For Mojic and Munkho’s leadership in helping
to plant more Mongolian churches in other U.S.
cities.

DAY 6

GENSEND
SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA
College students are shaping the future of North
America by learning to live on mission. Ebbie Davis first came to San Diego as a college student in
2015 with NAMB’s GenSend student missionary
program. Then, God called her to go back to become
a church planting team member and GenSend city
coach.
“We have eight students who previously participated
in the program and now live life on mission in San
Diego. When you give, it invests in people like us,”
explains Ebbie. In the summer-long program, college students work alongside a church plant or in a
compassion ministry.

PRAY
•

For more college students to serve through
GenSend.

•

For GenSenders to seek God’s guidance as they
graduate and live on mission.
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Your gifts to
the Annie
Armstrong Easter
Offering support
North American
missionaries. Learn
more or donate online, at:
ANNIEARMSTRONG.COM

Continued from page 10

sition: I affirm both God’s sovereignty and our free will.
I am concerned that some of us shirk personal responsibility under the cover of defending God’s sovereignty:
“God has ordained my days, so put another burger on
the grill, pass the deep-fried Twinkies, and don’t dare
scold me about my gym attendance.”
I was not a collegiate athlete, cannot bench press 200
pounds or do pull-ups, am still largely ignorant about
nutrition, and have never been mistaken for a fitness
model. However, I have exercised regularly throughout
my life, including a lot of pick-up basketball in younger
years, and mostly running. I’m 61 now and I can’t imagine at what age I’ll stop running. I intend to keep going
as long as I can — more slowly, shorter distances, with
more intermittent walks as I age, no doubt.
I’m doing great on my exercise-related New Year’s
resolutions so far, but it’s early. In fact, I write this only a
week into January. In church I saw a video about these
resolutions. By six months 50 percent of them are not
being kept. Well, that means half still are being kept.
Furthermore, I imagine some good comes from the
shorter duration keeping of the resolutions that don’t
last.
Regarding personal finances, through our four decades
of marriage I have often begun a conversation with
my wife, Joy, by saying, “Honey, I’ve been doing some
figuring.” She has observed that some of my “figuring”
hasn’t worked out, but she agrees that we’re doing
better financially than if I never did the calculations. As
the saying goes, “If you aim at nothing, you’ll hit it every
time. If you aim at something, you’ll at least come closer
to the target.”
So I set a few goals for 2020 related to my weight and
exercise — run 600 miles for the year; average 10,000
steps per day; average 100 push-ups per day; weigh
less than a certain amount more mornings than not. I
don’t have specific eating goals, but the weight goal
will require me to manage my sweet tooth and skip
the Cheetos most times I get that 6-inch sandwich at
Subway. Although I have a smart phone with apps that
track some of this stuff, I also still print monthly calendars and write in my weight, runs, steps, and push-ups.

I
ran
a
few
“races”
in earlier years
(including
two half-marathons, two marathons, and Hood
to Coast Relay), but
mostly I just run alone
on the same asphalt
trail near my home. I
enjoy the solitude and
podcasts or an audiobook.
A typical run for me is three
miles out, then walk a half mile,
run a mile, walk a half, and run a
mile. I’m not fast; I finished 2,783rd
in the 2011 Portland Marathon.
Maybe you hate running. That’s okay.
How about hiking or walking or tennis or
soccer or golf or swimming or the rowing
machine or the StairMaster or resistance
training? Use your muscles and elevate your
heart rate regularly.
I think about sin and virtue every day. As I care for
my body, I’m battling against sloth and gluttony
while cultivating self-control and discipline, and I’m
guarding against envy and pride and idolatry. It’s all
a constant challenge, but I believe God calls us to
it.
As one created in Christ Jesus for good works,
whose body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, I’m
responsible for temple maintenance and aspire to
stick around to keep walking in the works God prepared in advance for me to do. God does not owe
me health or longevity. I thank him for the extent of
my health and every day he has given me. He may
ordain to shorten my life; I must not.
By Mark Bradley
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TEXAS RIVER MINISTRY
OPEN TO NW VOLUNTEERS

ORTHWEST BAPTIST CONVENTION
REPRESENTATIVES, ALONG WITH
THOSE FROM THE BAPTIST STATE CONVENTION OF MICHIGAN, TRAVELLED TO SOUTH
TEXAS LAST FALL TO LEARN MORE ABOUT
WAYS NWBC CHURCHES CAN PARTNER
WITH TEXAS BAPTISTS RIVER MINISTRY.

N

River Ministry missionaries detailed their work in
church planting, partnerships with local schools,
feeding ministries, medical and dental work, trainings
for church leaders and a myriad of other ministries
for the visiting representatives. Each missionary
partners with local churches in on-going ministry and
also coordinates service opportunities for volunteer
mission teams to support the local work.

During the three-day trip beginning in McAllen, the
ministers and convention staff met with River Ministry missionaries, toured unincorporated colonias
outside of Edinburg and visited the Migrant Respite
Center in McAllen.

Tim Howe, church planting catalyst for the Northwest
Baptist Convention, met Abraham Cervantes, who
serves as a River Ministry missionary in Monterrey,
Mexico.

Several individuals also traveled into Reynosa,
Mexico to view the ministry to migrants and refugees
there. Thirteen of Texas Baptists’ River Ministry missionaries were present at the meeting and shared
stories of their on-going ministries, and ways churches could join in the work in Texas and Mexico.
“It’s such a joy to have our partners from the Northwest and Michigan to come here to work with us
along the River,” said Tom Howe, associate director
of Missions and director of Church Starting. “This
is truly a reciprocal partnership where we can each
share our strengths.”
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“His approach to ministry and scope of the work
seems to be something which inspired me,” Howe
said. “He has a clear sense of what his ministry
should be and is moving along several fronts to accomplish his goals.”
“I was moved by the passion, dedication and creativity of the River Ministry missionaries to share Christ,”
said Mike Durbin of Michigan. “This love for Christ is
clearly on display.”
Durbin traveled with several others into Reynosa
to visit the Senda de Vida migrant shelter, which is
equipped to care for approximately 250 migrants,
but currently cares for more than 450. River Ministry

Director Daniel Rangel and missionary Pedro Munoz
guided the visitors around the shelter so they could
witness first-hand both the humanitarian needs and
opportunities for teams to serve.
AN IMPORTANT ASPECT OF THIS PARTNERSHIP
IS SIMPLY HAVING OTHER CHURCHES AND
MINISTRIES AWARE OF AND PRAYING FOR
YOU. OUR CHURCHES AND CHURCH
PLANTS HAVE AN ADDITIONAL SENSE OF
THIS EMOTIONAL SUPPORT AS A RESULT
OF THE PARTNERSHIP.		
- Tim Howe
“Our visit to the shelter in Mexico demonstrated the
incredible mission team opportunities that exist,”
Durbin said. “Teams could help with family festivals,
job training, sports clinics, crafts, worship, Bible study
and so many other ways.”
Sue Hodnett, executive director of Michigan WMU,
was inspired by the passion and love she saw
through the River Ministry missionaries.
“The needs along the border are so great and opportunities to minister are limitless,” Hodnett said. “It
was eye-opening to see that it is possible to make
a difference in the lives of these families seeking
refuge.”

Reciprocal partnership
In the fall of 2018, Texas Baptists announced new
three-year partnerships with both the Northwest and
Michigan state conventions, with plans to assist their
church planting and mission strategies. The partnerships are reciprocal, with Texas Baptists traveling to
the two areas to provide training events and support,
and Northwest and Michigan Baptists also coming to
Texas to help with mission efforts along the Texas/
Mexico border.
“The Northwest Baptist Convention has already been
greatly blessed by the partnership through vision
tours and Texas Baptists churches partnering with
our churches,” said Tim Howe. “An important aspect
of this partnership is simply having other churches
and ministries aware of and praying for you. Our
churches and church plants have an additional sense
of this emotional support as a result of the partnership.”
After returning home, the representatives from
both conventions made plans to share stories with
convention leaders and local churches for potential
mission partnerships. Howe shared that Northwest
Baptists have at least three trips planned for 2020
to send teams to serve alongside River Ministry missionaries.
By Kalie Lowry
JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2020 Northwest Baptist Witness
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HONG KONG CHURCH STANDS FIRM AMID CHAOS
M
ONTHS OF UNREST AND PROTESTS
HAVE TRANSFORMED HONG KONG
FROM A HUB OF GLOBAL FINANCE TO AN
UNPREDICTABLE PLACE OF UPHEAVAL.
BUTCH TANNER, PASTOR OF KOWLOON
INTERNATIONAL BAPTIST CHURCH (KIBC),
SEES THE WEAR AND TEAR FROM THE
LAST SIX MONTHS IN THE FACES OF HIS
CONGREGATION.

Three years ago, Tanner and his wife Carole arrived
from Longview, Texas, where he had served at Oakland Heights Baptist Church. There’s no doubt Hong
Kong life has changed since they arrived. The pastor
sees his friends and neighbors struggling financially.
He sees the strain between family members who
pick different sides of the protested issues. Most importantly, though, he sees people searching for hope
in the midst of uncertainty and crisis.
“We’ve been praying for years that Hong Kong
would see its brokenness and boy do they ever now,”
Tanner says, noting that an overwhelming sense of
defeatism envelops the city with every new protest.
When the protests began in June the issues were
about the government’s plans to allow extradition to
mainland China. Under the “one country, two systems” arrangement from 1997, Hong Kong maintains some autonomy from China, and its people
enjoy certain rights. The extradition bill was withdrawn in September yet protests continued. Now,
protestors demand full democracy and an inquiry
into actions taken by the police.
Thousands marched on New Year’s Day in what was
supposed to be a peaceful protest authorized by the
police. It ended in violent clashes and vandalism, tear
gas, water cannons and pepper spray. It’s unclear
how long the city itself can endure a movement
that has resulted in 6,000 arrests and an economic
recession. Tanner explains that most people doubt
anything will change.
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“People have lost faith in the government and even
the movement. In the middle of this crisis, some people are looking for answers that they’ve never looked
for before,” Tanner says. In the mostly Buddhist and
Taoist city, more people have asked him questions
about his faith in recent months than in the last few
years combined. “If we, in the midst of chaos, can
show how you stand firm in your faith, then it helps
people see Jesus.”

KIBC chose not to take a side -- of the protesters,
the government or the police -- but to minister, encourage and love. The church, though located near a
university where several protests have taken place,
has become a refuge from the chaos. It hosts special
prayer nights for the congregation’s beloved city. In
the pews each week sit people from all three sides,
worshiping together.

Disaster Relief Roundtable
April 24–25, 2020

Northwest Baptist Center - Vancouver, WA

Registration page is currently under construction.
Registration starts mid February. Register at
northwestdr.com/roundtable2020.
Fee of $35 is due at time of registration.
Mail Fee to: NWBC, Disaster Relief Registration
3200 NE 109th Ave, Vancouver, WA 98682
Sample of classes being offered: ISBDR, Blue Hat, First Aid,
Skid Steer, Mass Feeding 1 & 2, Assessment
For additional info email: e.zabala@comcast.net

Many in the congregation are first-generation
Christians and the only ones in their families. They
are growing in how they pray, Tanner says, especially
during the crisis.
“They spent a lifetime offering fruit or incense to a
series of gods, pleading for something they wanted.
As a follower of Christ, we go to God and say, ‘God,
make me like you. Help me to understand and give
me wisdom,’” Tanner explains. “That’s a totally different approach. Praying like this puts our focus on
God and not our own demands.”
One man says the church is the only thing that gets
him centered for the chaos of the week. There, he
remembers that what’s going on around him is beyond his control but not beyond God.
Tanner says there is a great desire for people to be
free. He’s not talking about free of the government,
the new financial woes or even free of the protests.
“The desire is to be truly free. We’ve got the answer.
We just have to be real clear with it,” Tanner explains.

“The only way that can truly happen is through Jesus.”
KIBC reports an unusually high number of baptisms
in the last six months since the protests started.
Several are waiting to be baptized, with even more
interested in talking about a relationship with Christ.
“That seems to be a huge plus in the middle of all
this,” Tanner adds.
No one knows how long the protests will last but
one thing is certain: the effects are far from over.
KIBC will continue to minister, encourage and pray
for their city. The need is great. The place to start is
in prayer.
Pray for IMB workers around the world who are
training believers to reach their own people with the
gospel and that national believers will continue to
grow in boldness to share their faith and for churches to commit to evangelism and church planting.
By Sue Sprenkle, Baptist Press

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2020 Northwest Baptist Witness

19

Cooperative Program Giving ...
... partnering with more than 46,000 churches to make Christ known at home, across the nation, and around the world.

Region 4

Region 1
J-D 19
Auburn- Igl Hispana LifeWay 584
Bellevue-Awakening Church 2,479
Bellevue-Lake Hills
4,068
Bellevue-Leaven Church
3,650
Bellevue-Well Commun
6,500
Bellingham- Living Word
1,200
Bellingham-Community
1,099
Bellingham-Crossroads
1,000
Bellingham-Harvest
216
Blk Diamond-Chap Wood
7,372
Bothell- Living Spring
770
Bothell-CrossPointe
14,096
Bothell-Dwelling Place
5,812
Bothell-Queensgate
1,200
Bothell-Tabern de Dios
938
Burlington-Calvary
4,407
Camano Island-Restoration 4,918
Clear Lake-FBC
1,800
Darrington-Mt View
4,272
Des Moines- The Mountain 7,877
Des Moines-Gospel Russian 600
Edmonds-North Seattle
100
Edmonds-One In Christ
600
Edmonds-Rock of Hope
5,000
Enumclaw-FBC
2,700
Everett- Journey
12,229
Everett- Redemption Ch
2,958
Everett-Bethlehem Korean
50
Everett-Good News Rom
500
Everett-Pinehurst
10,746
Everett-S Everett Comm
6,000
Everett-Silver Lake
1,572
Everett-Ukrainian
2,500
Fed Way- First Ukranian
1,200
Fed Way-Bethel
1,200
Fed Way-Christ Church
650
Fed Way-Cross Life
1,200
Fed Way-FBC
600
Fed Way-Good Neighbor
1,600
Fed Way-Korean-Amer
11,090
Fed Way-Lifeway
8,400
Fed Way-Nine Lakes
2,016
Fed Way-SoundSide
8,256

Federal Way-City Center
1,120
Hamilton-FBC
16,794
Issaquah-Foothills
19,187
Issaquah-Summit
9,514
Kent-Bread of Life
401
Kent-Chin-Burmese
300
Kent-Emmanuel Bhutanese
500
Kent-Evangelical
1,200
Kent-International Christian
650
Kent-Sequoia
16,000
Kent-Turningpoint
16,912
Lake Stevens-Lake Country 6,000
Lakewood-Emmaus
550
Lakewood-FBC
65,558
Lakewood-Good Shepherd
360
Lakewood-Kaleo Community 3,291
Lakewood-Trinity
800
Lakewood-Vietnam Lifeway
100
Lynden-La Vid Verdadera
4,471
Lynnwood- Healing
165
Lynnwood-EagleWing
873
Lynnwood-Global Mission
600
Lynnwood-Japanese
1,324
Lynnwood-Martha Lk
4,070
Lynnwood-Meadowdale Com 440
Lynnwood-Seattle Bridge
4,458
Lynnwood-Slavic of Seattle
400
Maple Falls-Mt. Baker
1,028
Maple Valley-Hope
48,853
Marysville-Emmanuel
4,670
Milton-Loving First
455
Monroe- FBC
33,784
Mount Vernon-Christian
3,420
Mount Vernon-Trinity
6,525
Oak Harbor-Christian Fellow 600
Oak Harbor-Southern
8,313
Puyallup-High Pointe
29,505
Puyallup-South Hill
2,315
Puyallup-Sunrise
32,605
Redmond-FBC Rose Hill
1,500
Redmond-Korean Hope
500
Redmond-Meadowbrook
60,138
Renton-Agape Vietnamese 1,200
Renton-Church of Beloved 7,500

Region 2
Bremerton-Sonshine
Castle Rock-FBC
Centralia-Alder Street
Chehalis-Dayspring
Dryad-Community
Elma-Bethany
Forks-FBC
Kalama-Kalama
Lacey-FBC
Lacey-New Zion
Longview- Beacon Hill

J-D19
3,698
8,289
100
8,508
4,523
2,772
13,353
14,583
14,891
1,425
3,070

Longview-FBC
Longview-Highlands
Longview-La Iglesia
Longview-Robert Gray
Longview-Valley
Ocean Shores-Faith Com
Olympia, Westwood
Olympia- Vietnamese
Olympia-McKenzie Road
Port Angeles-Hillcrest
Port Hadlock-Oak Bay
Port Orchard- Evergreen

83,172
1,405
1,155
7,711
28,420
5,222
3,500
400
28,027
6,598
1,015
357

Region 3
J-D19
Battle Ground-Parkway
267
Beavercrk-NW Contexture 5,893
Beaverton-FBC
9,874
Beaverton-Global
150
Beaverton-Iglesia Bautista 6,809
Beaverton-New Creation
2,703
Beaverton-Trinity Ch & Ministry 111
Bingen-FBC
1,425
Boring-Iglesia Vida Nueva
5,401
Camas-Lacamas Heights
3,857
Clackamas-Trinity
11,919
Estacada-Clackamas Vly
2,624
Forest Grove-The Crossing 2,102
Goldendale-Columbus Ave 19,061
Gresham-Pathway
109,009
Gresham-Punto de Gracia
390
Hillsboro-New Life
4,794
Hood River-Tucker Road
5,629
Klickitat-Klickitat Valley
1,916
Lake Oswego-Lake Bible
800
McMinnville-Grace
2,875
McMinnville-Valley
24,709
Newberg- Chehalem Valley 19,655
Odell-FBC
1,725
Parkway
85
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Portland-Woodstock Com
1,890
Prtld- Flavel Street
550
Prtld- Mien Fellowship
1,200
Prtld-Antioch Christian
1,650
Prtld-East Bridge
2,257
Prtld-Evergreen
250
Prtld-Garden Church
12,725
Prtld-Hope International
8,477
Prtld-Igl Luz del Pueblo
200
Prtld-Kaleo Communities
1,218
Prtld-Korean Logos
2,400
Prtld-Mill Park
9,565
Prtld-New Life Intnl
1,200
Prtld-Peninsula
600
Prtld-Rejoice
3,228
Prtld-Remedy City
4,622
Prtld-Renaissance
220
Prtld-Romanian
600
Prtld-Sojourn Community
833
Prtld-Solid Rock
8,806
Prtld-The Common
2,077
Prtld-Vancouver Ave
300
Prtld-Word- Life Romanian 3,676
Prtld-Zomi Bethel
2,945
Ptld-OneHope
240
Ridgefield-GO
12,660

Renton-Iglesia Vida
4,200
Renton-Sunset
9,198
Renton-Trinity
4,800
Saesoon Baptist Church
528
Sammamish- 21st Century 1,693
SeaTac-Mision Hispanic
190
SeaTac-Riverton Heights
1,000
Seattle- The Hallows
12,000
Seattle-Chinese Southern 33,506
Seattle-CityLight Ministries
300
Seattle-Discovery
142
Seattle-Epic Life
3,736
Seattle-Eternal Joy
200
Seattle-FBC Beverly Pk
2,729
Seattle-Gracepoint
700
Seattle-Living Water Chin
4,201
Seattle-New Covenant
500
Seattle-Roots Community
8,072
Seattle-Thien An
3,600
Seattle-Two Bridges
781
Sedro Woolley-Cross Cntry 3,738
Sedro Woolley-Skagit
1,200
Sedro Woolley-Valley
4,602
Snohomish- Bridge
5,590
Snohomish-BridgeCity
5,608
Spanaway-SE Asian
77
Sultan-FBC
2,320
Sultan-Lighthouse
2,387
Tacoma- The Pathway
1,950
Tacoma-E.Tacoma Christian
300
Tacoma-Filipino Inter
1,500
Tacoma-Good News
1,720
Tacoma-Highland Hill
4,945
Tacoma-Japanese Intl
6,278
Tacoma-New Beginnings
79
Tacoma-New Hope
196
Tacoma-Parkland
1,000
Tacoma-Tacoma FBC
59,000
Tacoma-VMCM
360
Yelm-First
4,690
Yelm-Ignite Church
2,839
Zomi-Seattle
960
Total:
778,390

Albany-Calvary
Albany-Knox Butte
Albany-Nueva Esperanza
Bend- River Woods
Bend-Summit Community
Canyonville-Canyon Creek
Corvallis-Branch
Corvallis-Grant Avenue
Corvallis-Pioneer Church
Cottage Grove-Calvary
Cottage Grove-Hope
Creswell-New Hope
Dallas-FBC
Dexter-Dexter Baptist
Dorris-FBC
Drain-FBC
Eugene-Fairfield
Eugene-Harvest Comm
Eugene-Japanese
Eugene-Riviera
Florence-FBC
Glendale- Glendale
Gold Beach-Riley Creek
Grants Pass-Solid Rock
K Falls- Ch on Homedale
Keizer-Cristiana Renuevo
La Pine-Whispering Pines
Lakeview-Trinity
Lebanon-Iglesia Biblica Intl
Lebanon-Trinity
Lincoln City-Pacific

J-D19
4,320
180
883
220
1,166
304
10,106
27,894
175
3,261
3,564
25,440
600
492
100
250
29,312
500
167
9,203
24,750
5,412
120
4,649
21,658
4,167
878
2,392
283
7,040
1,312

Madras-FBC
4,711
Medford-Living Hope
3,420
Medford-Lozier Lane
6,193
Medford-New Horizon
1,822
Monmouth-Cultivate
10,625
Newport-Calvary
3,285
North Bend-FBC
5,656
Phoenix-FBC
5,406
Prineville-Calvary
8,825
Prospect-Prospect
528
Redmond-HBC Espanol
473
Redmond-Highland
157,350
Reedsport-Highlands
3,207
Rogue River-Grace
9,641
Roseburg-Faith & Reason
460
Roseburg-Vine Street
16,780
Salem-Capital
28,721
Salem-Living Water
1,777
Siletz-Sacred Ground
874
Springfield-East Side
10,731
Springfield-Grace Korean
1,998
Springfield-Trinity
6,164
Sweet Home-Freedom
1,495
Terrebonne-Smith Rock
5,000
Toledo-FBC
2,502
Waldport-FBC
3,000
Warm Springs-Warm Sprgs 3,545
White City-Trinity
1,200
Winston-Community
6,375
Yachats-Yachats
1,700
Total:
504,259

Region 5

J-D19
Otis Orchards-Starr Rd
500
Airway Hts-Airway Hts
19,009
Pasco- Redeemer Tri-Cities
429
Airway Hts-Spokane Rock 3,000
Pasco-Emmanuel
2,668
Athol-Athol
26,149
Pasco-International
546
Benton City-FBC
3,388
Paterson-Community
1,411
Boardman-FBC
1,125
Pendleton-Pendleton
12,868
Bonners Ferry-Boundary
782
Pilot Rock-Life Church
5,827
Brewster-Calvary
3,000
Prosser-Calvary
1,643
Burbank-Trinity
3,791
Pullman-Emmanuel
26,745
Cashmere-Evergreen
5,972
Pullman-Grace and Glory
1,990
Cheney-Fellowship
5,150
Pullman-Resonate
12,156
Port Orchard-FBC
11,147
Clarkston-Sonrise
6,280
Rathdrum-New Beg
3,844
Port Townsend-San Juan 16,591
Clarkston-Trinity
1,560
Rice-Victory
2,505
Rainier-Delena
888
Coeur d’Alene-Emmanuel
2,400
Richland-Reata Sprgs
13,750
Randle- Reconciled
3,545
Dayton-Faith Chapel
600
Richland-Richland
196,741
Scappoose-Creekside
3,120
Deer Park-FBC
670
Richland-Richland Hghts
1,000
Sequim-FBC
18,535
E Wenatchee-Eastmont
53,528
Spirit Lake-Spirit Lake
4,065
Silverdale-Clear Creek
3,402
Ellensburg-Chestnut St
19,610
Spokane Valley-Dishman
9,506
Silverdale-Kitsap Christian
600
Grandview-Valley Life
6,412
Spokane Valley-East Valley 5,537
Toledo-FBC
23,019
Greenacres-Greenacres
1,200
Spokane Valley-The Rock
5,687
Total:
323,040
Harrison-Community
7,800
Spokane Valley-Valleypt
16,659
Heppner-Willow Creek
6,310
Spokane-Crestline
2,899
		
Hermiston-Grace
2,914
Spokane-Driscoll Blvd
13,866
Hermiston-New Beginnings 2,261
Spokane-North Addison
8,222
Ione-Ione
2,394
Spokane-Springhill Bible
2,400
Kellogg- FBC
1,936
Spokane-Windsor
3,156
Kennewick-Crossview
2,400
St Maries-College Ave
1,856
Kennewick-Finley First
2,400
Union Gap-FBC
1,986
Rufus-Bapt Ch at Rufus
1,924
Kennewick-Hillview
8,628
W Richland-Grace&Truth
10,563
The Dalles-Emmanuel
4,860
Kennewick-Kennewick
110,288
W Richland-Reliance Fellow 8,400
Tigard-Hall Blvd
13,067
Kennewick-Quinault
1,550
Walla Walla-Blue Mt
5,751
Tigard-Japanese Intnl
1,600
La Grande-The Way
1,149
Walla Walla-Kairos
1,806
Tillamook-Life Change
6,121
La Grande-Trinity
1,809
Wapato-FBC
4,223
Vancouver- Ukrainian
600
Leavenworth-FBC
13,371
Warden-First
330
Vancouver-A Family Network 765
Lewiston-Orchards
9,855
Wenatchee-Valley
3,150
Vancouver-Arabic
480
Lewiston-Tammany
32,679
Yakima-Terrace Hghts
6,135
Vancouver-CrossPointe
32,019
Mead-Crossover
600
Yakima-The Cross
23,681
Vancouver-Evergreen
7,131
Moscow-Trinity
1,950
Yakima-The River
3,633
Vancouver-Grace
804
Moses Lake-Emmanuel
3,533
Zillah-Mtn View
2,324
Vancouver-Gtr Faith MBC
275
Newport- Newport So
8,112
Total:
819,475
Vancouver-Iglesia Belen
1,967
Northport-FBC
768
		
Vancouver-Korean
500
Oakesdale-FBC
1,267
Vancouver-Project Truth
2,300
Orofino-FBC
1,419
		
Vancouver-Revival
1,650
Vancouver-River City
1,198
Vancouver-Romanian
2,843
Vancouver-Song of Hope
1,200
Vancouver-Trinity
2,700
Vancouver-Vietnamese
880
January through December Budget vs Actual Comparison
Vancouver-Vietnamese Heart 4,613
Budget
Actual
Variance
Wilsonville-Creekside
11,226
2,880,000
2,861,490
(18,510)
Total:
428,897
Report only includes churches that have contributed through the
Northwest Baptist Convention January - December 2019. A full report
of all NWBC churches is available at www.gonbw.org/cp/
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Continued from page 5

as discerned through prayer and local knowledge, is
essential to making disciples for Christ and shepherding believers.
Operate in the Light – The SBC should be the
toughest place to hide corruption, abuse, and poor
stewardship, operating at the highest level of integrity and accountability. We must eliminate organizational tools, structures and processes that help hide
wrongdoing. The SBC and its entities should end
the use of, and recall, all remaining Non-Disclosure
Agreements (NDAs). We must not hide corruption and we will not protect predators at the cost
of harming victims. There must be transparency in
how we make decisions and how we spend money.
Records should be open. Property purchases and
ownership should be disclosed and records made
available. Annual audits of entities should be open
and accessible to Southern Baptist constituents. If
we choose to operate in the light, we will maximize
the trust and goodwill that are essential to maximizing the Great Commission cooperation of Southern
Baptists. Honesty and frank communication regard-

52andONE VBS:
Kids Ministry Regional Training

Breakout sessions on ministry to preschoolers, children and
their families. Core sessions focus on FUNdamentals of
discipleship, teaching preschoolers and children, or
preparation for LifeWay’s VBS Concrete and Cranes!
Cost $10 per person
March 14 - First Baptist Church of Lakewood, Lakewood WA
April 4 - Northwest Baptist Center, Vancouver WA
May 16 - New Hope Baptist Church, Creswell OR
May 16 - Valleypoint Church, Spokane Valley WA

Mission Trip to serve families
of Church Planters at Cannon
Beach Conference Center

ing challenges and opportunities will build trust and
unity in the SBC.
Speak Truth – We must love our neighbors and we
must speak the truth. There are many lies that are told
by the world, and these must be countered by the truth
found in God’s Word. Just, righteous leadership engages culture with biblical truth and values, not social
or political theories.
Believe and Obey God’s Word – We must not
compromise obedience to God’s Word in word or deed.
The Baptist Faith and Message expresses the biblical beliefs and convictions of Southern Baptists, and
it provides the theological parameters within which
Southern Baptists work together.
Besides Jenkins, the group proceeding with the nomination of Adams includes Bill Agee of California, Tom
Beddow of Oklahoma, Ronny Cooksey of New Mexico,
Deris Coto of Georgia, Blake Gideon of Oklahoma,
Mary Habila of Washington, Denise Hayden of Kentucky, Nick Phoenix of Florida, Mike Scifres of Oklahoma, Troy Smith of Oregon.
By Cameron Crabtree

NWBC 2020
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Cost $150 per person
Kids Club provides full VBS for kids, birth through 5th grade.
Teen Club serves kids 6th-12th grades.
March 27-29 - Kids Club, up to 12 volunteers needed
April 27-29 - Kids Club, up to 25 volunteers needed
For more info contact Leigh Ann Stark, Childhood Ministry Specialist
JANUARY/FEBRUARY
Northwest Baptist Witness
LAStark@nwbaptist.org2020
or 360.882.2106.
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SOUL CARE

CRITICAL FOR CHURCH LEADERS
Editor’s Note: A new
year offers each of us an
opportunity to reflect on
new goals, often those associated with physical care or
hopes of accomplishments in
our “outer world.” Matters of the
heart, of the interior life are crucial,
too. This reminder is written by Joe
Chambers, pastor of Mountain Heights
Baptist Church in Buena Vista, CO. He was
an invited guest of the Northwest Baptist
Convention last fall to offer sessions for ministry leaders and couples to experience a taste of
what he has penned here:

C

HRISTIAN LEADERS ARE IN TROUBLE.
AND WHEN THE LEADERS ARE IN
TROUBLE THE CHURCH IS IN TROUBLE.
OUR CULTURE, BOTH INSIDE AND OUTSIDE
THE CHURCH, IS GRINDING DOWN CHRISTIAN LEADERS.
One significant article in 2014 noted troubling statistics: Fifty percent of the ministers starting out will
not last five years. One out of every 10 ministers will
actually retire as a minister in some form. More than
4,000 new churches begin each year, but 7,000
churches close. Over 1,700 pastors left the ministry
every month the previous year. Over 1,300 pastors
were terminated by the local church each month,
many without cause.

Great Commission has driven all of that. And, by no
means, would I want to dismiss that axiom. It is our
calling card as a denomination.
Yet, what do we do with the Great Commandment –
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself” -- found in
Matthew 22:37-40.
The statistics cited above indicate we are not carrying out this commandment out so well -- especially if
our neighbor is a gospel minister.
“Soul Care” could be part of the solution.
While I completed a two-year certification program
called The Soul Care Institute at Potter’s Inn, I was
introduced to the following model. I owe my avocational ministry called The Sacred Journey to these
concepts. The following is my personal spin on this
model. It is a mixture of four disciplines:
Discipleship
This discipline is about basic doctrine, theology, and
practices of the faith. I have encountered several
ministers who believe in their head that they are
saved by grace through faith, but spend almost all of
their life feeling like they need to earn their standing
with God. Many pastors don’t know how to pray, read
their Bibles for soul nourishment, tithe, or even how
to share their faith in a relational way. I see it a lot.

If the church is going to thrive in our post-Christian
age then soul care is going to be essential for the
ongoing vitality of the leaders of our churches.

Life Coaching
This discipline is primarily around life management
skills. Things like conflict management, interpersonal communication skills, and goal setting. It might
include analytic decision-making skills, assertiveness
training and other important tools for your toolbox.

My specific denomination has put a great deal of
emphasis on the Great Commission found in Matthew 28: 19-20. Historically, we have been all about
the Word of God, evangelism, and missions. And the

Counseling
Here, family of origin issues may need to be processed. Is the person increasingly becoming selfaware? How does emotional intelligence come to
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bear in life? Counseling is where addictions are
addressed, obsessions uncovered, and personal
identity struggles explored. And many other areas of
felt needs would be properly analyzed and solutions
pursued.
Spiritual Direction
This discipline is a bit of a misnomer, because in
spiritual direction there is very little, if any, actual
directing. Spiritual direction is more about being a
witness to what God is doing in the soul of another
person. It’s about asking probing questions, sensing
and discerning what is being triggered in the soul,
being present to someone as they pursue an intimate relationship with the Almighty. It’s about prayer
and discernment. This is a vital and missing piece
of the journey of most of the ministers with whom I
work.
Soul Care is Different
Soul Care is the confluence of all of those disciplines, a hybrid of all four. It is not just the compassion of spiritual direction; it also might be the cor-

rection of discipleship. It sometimes is the thinking
through a father-wound that goes back decades. It
might be coaching through how to resolve a conflict with a church member. It might be an extended
prayer for healing from past church-wounds or toxic
relationships.
Soul Care is a holistic approach to ministering to
ministers.
Our ministry at Sacred Journey is about helping the
helpers, shepherding the shepherds, praying with
and for those who pray. It reminds ministers who
have spiritual attention deficit disorder that they are
beloved of God and are saved and kept by grace.
It’s about sharing our stories of how we found the
abundant life Jesus promised. It’s about showing the
way to an unhurried, reflective life.
A life of flourishing, a life of shalom, a life others
would want to live.
By Joe Chambers
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