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VIEWPOINT by Randy Adams, Executive Director
A MORE EXCELLENT WAY... IN THE COMING YEAR
In July of 1977 our extended family gathered at the
Alacca Bible Camp near Harpster, ID, on the Clearwater River. My great-grandmother, Arvella Adams,
was 85 years old, and her nine surviving children
(she birthed ten), gathered with their families for the
only Adams family reunion of my childhood.
There were 85 of us; cousins and uncles and aunts,
grandparents too. Some of us were close and saw
each other frequently. Others met at the reunion.
But we were all part of Grandma Arvella’s family and
that was enough reason to gather. I remember it as
a fun weekend, with food, games and stories. The
following month some of us gathered again, only this
time it was for the funeral of my 14-year-old brother,
Mitch. None of us knew in July what August would
bring.
In mid-November, several hundred Northwest Baptists gathered at the Great Wolf Lodge in Ground
Mound, WA. On Monday we enjoyed a Great Commission Celebration alongside a missions event
sponsored by Northwest Women, followed by our
Annual Meeting on Tuesday and Wednesday. We
conducted important business on Wednesday morning, but much of what we did was worship together,
heard some of what God is doing through us, gathered information that will strengthen our ministries,
catch up with old friends and make a few new ones.
The churches from which we convened are located
in Idaho, Oregon and Washington. We have 508 affiliated churches and church plants, with about 140
of them averaging 30 or fewer in weekly worship,
250 averaging 50 or less, and about 90 churches
averaging over 100 in weekly attendance. Remarkably, as we cooperate together, our churches -- large,
medium and small -- give about $2.85 million to missions through the Cooperative Program, and another
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$950,000 through cooperative mission offerings internationally, in North America, and in the Northwest.
Over the past year, our cooperative mission efforts
enabled us to plant 20 new churches in four languages. Additionally, upwards of a thousand from
hundreds of churches received training in small
group ministry, Bible teaching, Vacation Bible School
preaching, pastoring, evangelism, worship, disaster
relief, chaplaincy, church planting, and missions.
Many of our churches engaged in direct mission efforts in Asia and in other parts of the world.
We celebrated what God has done through us, spent
time reading God’s Word and praying. Children and
teenagers led us in our public Bible readings. Moms,
dads and pastors led us in prayer. Gifted Bible
teachers and preachers brought inspirational messages.
Those who gathered brought expectations, hopes
and concerns. Hopefully, each was met with smiles
and tears, praises and prayers. One addition to this
year’s gathering was the provision of “soul care,” in
which pastors, or pastors and wives, could schedule
to meet with a fellow pastoral pilgrim whom God has
equipped to listen and care for other pastors. This
pastoral pilgrim – former Northwest pastor and our
friend Joe Chambers -- has traversed some difficult
trails and I’m so glad he was with us to offer a witness to the spiritual journeys some are experiencing.
It was a sweet time, Northwest Baptists. We don’t
know what the next month or the coming year will
bring for any of us. There will be births and deaths,
joys and sorrows, victories and setbacks, but I believe this year’s Northwest Baptist Family Reunion
helped prepare us for the year to come.
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A More Excellent Way... in the
Coming Year
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The Rock Church in Spokane, WA, and Nyah Pawlowski, daughter of
Chris and Becca Pawlowski from Dishman Baptist Church in Spokane
Valley, WA, enjoy pool time at the Great Wolf Lodge in Centralia, WA,
while their parents attend the 2019 annual meeting of the Northwest
Baptist Convention.
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Northwest
Baptists

celebrate
love’s

excellent
way
M

ESSENGERS TO THE
NORTHWEST BAPTIST
CONVENTION’S ANNUAL MEETING WELCOMED 19 CHURCHES
INTO THE NETWORK, ADOPTED
A $5,315,000 BUDGET FOR 2020,
APPROVED A $140,000 NORTHWEST IMPACT MISSION OFFERING
GOAL FOR 2020 AND ELECTED
NEW BOARD MEMBERS.
Convened Nov. 12-13 at the Great
Wolf Lodge in Grand Mound, WA,
messengers also elected by acclamation three pastors as new officers:
Barry Campbell, Highland Baptist
Church, Redmond, OR, president;
Dan Panter, McKenzie Road Baptist
Church, Olympia, WA, 1st vice president; Dean Kelly, Tucker Road Baptist
Continued on page 22
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Judge Samuel Swanberg presides over adoption proceedings for the Britton family.
Frances Gentry serves her commuity by photographing these special events.

photographer captures

moments of a lifetime
6
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RANCES GENTRY COUNTS IT AS PURE
JOY WHEN SHE WITNESSES ONE OF
THE MOST JOYOUS OCCASIONS ONLY SELECT FAMILIES GET TO EXPERIENCE – THE
ADOPTION OF A CHILD.
An adoptive parent herself, Gentry thought at the
last minute to ask a friend to come and take photographs of the momentous occasion when her son,
Jaden, formally became a Gentry. With her husband,
Scott, and two daughters in the family, Gentry had
long thought about adopting a son, and took steps
three years ago to begin fostering their now sevenyear-old.

“I simply go to the adoption, meet the family and
then take the photos, edit them and put them on a
flash drive and mail it to them,” Gentry said. “There
is very little cost to it. We only have two days for
adoptions in Kennewick and Pasco, that gives me a
chance to do the editing. But when a post went out
on social media, I started getting inquiries all over
the state.”
Gentry soon realized she could not accommodate
all the requests and soon enlisted another church
member to help. She is requesting the assistance of
others through Columbia Basin Baptist Association
churches and would like to develop a group of other
photographers and hobbyists throughout the Northwest Baptist Convention to join the effort.

As with many children with trauma and brokenness
in their past, it is joy laced with much pain.
“I had been writing every day in a journal five things
I’m grateful for and 10 dreams I hope to accomplish
in 10 years, with one goal to focus on,” said Gentry,
a member of Hillview Baptist Church in Kennewick,
WA. “I had been writing every day for a thriving ministry I could do for God. After we adopted our son, a
ministry of photography for adoptive families just fell
into place. I realized I wrote it every day and it just
took a spark to get it going.”
As they were preparing for the formal court process,
a lawyer mentioned they could bring in a photographer, along with other family members.
“Adoption proceedings are quite open and judges
are good to include the children in the process,”
Gentry stated. “Through this journey, a boy came
into our lives who was living with grandparents. As
he was being adopted, I called and asked if I could
come and do photos, because I just wanted to be
there for that special occasion.”
While not a professional photographer, Gentry developed the ministry called “Gotcha Joy.” The term
“Gotcha Day” is known in some adoption circles as
the day a child is legally adopted in court proceedings. Through her years working with the foster system, Gentry developed relationships with some case
workers and approached them about advertising her
ministry. They were quick to add promotional material
in the packets for families.

“Most families don’t think to bring anything but their
phone to the proceedings, and this allows whole
families to be in the photos,” Gentry noted. “A social
worker told me of a need for senior portraits for
graduates who are in the foster system and I want to
get that off the ground. It is so enjoyable I feel selfish doing this. You get to see the end result of how
God has orchestrated these new families.”
While there is much happiness in the ministry, Gentry
is aware of the struggle it has been on many families
in the journey to adoption.
“For birth parents, you are giving a family a child
and some have special needs,” Gentry said. “The
look in the eyes of the children helps me to realize the tremendous loss it is for another family. God
can heal anything, but it is often hard work, day by
day, to bring a child with trauma in their past into a
family. For foster and adoptive families, there is no
difference in the love or commitment to a lifetime of
caring for them.”
Those interested in participating in Gotcha Joy may
contact Gentry at scottandfrances08@gmail.com.
A resource through the Northwest Baptist Convention is available in the form of a yearly grant of $150
per child for families who are members of a NWBCrelated church. Information can be found on nwbaptist.org at the Northwest Women’s page.

By Sheila Allen
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M i k e & Y u m i k o Yo k o y

honored for lifetime of service

Editor’s Note: The Northwest Baptist Historical Society recently presented Mike and Yumiko Yokoy with its
Heritage Award for 2019 and recognized the couple with the annual prize during the Northwest Baptist
Convention’s annual meeting. Following is a profile of their ministry, written by Mike Kuykendall, president
of the Historical Society.

M

IKE YOKOY WAS BORN IN JAPAN. IN 1969,
HE WAS LED TO THE LORD BY MISSIONARIES SENT TO JAPAN FROM THE SOUTHERN
BAPTIST CONVENTION’S MISSION BOARD.
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MEANWHILE, AT A DIFFERENT CHURCH, YUMIKO HIGASHIDA WAS ALSO SAVED AND BAPTIZED BY SBC MISSIONARIES.
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Mike was 22. Yumiko was 18. Afterwards, the two
met at a Southern Baptist church in Tokyo and then
married in 1974. Mike worked in business for 13
years and Yumiko worked as a midwife for two years
in Tokyo. During that time, Mike took seminary night
courses for five years as he and Yumiko raised three
boys.
In 1983, they responded to God’s call and moved
their family of five to Jacksonville, FL, in order to
attend Luther Rice Seminary. But six months later,
the Lord called them to Portland to lead a church
planting ministry. They began serving at Metropolitan
Baptist Church, west of downtown Portland. Mike
was installed as the pastor of the Japanese congregation, although up until that time he had no pastoral
experience. It seemed a step of faith for the church
to take on the inexperienced Mike as their pastor.
But it sure paid off.

nary’s Pacific Northwest Campus, who was sent out
from JIBC.
During the 1990s, God instilled in JIBC a vision for
missions. The church took the Great Commission seriously and literally. As a result, another JIBC church
was started in Phoenix, AZ. In addition, the church
sent short term mission teams to Japan every year.
Eventually, new church plants occurred in Boston,
Chicago, Indianapolis, and Ontario, CA.

Then in 2003, JIBC Portland, JIBC Tacoma, and
JIBC Phoenix together started a new ministry called
the Japanese Church Planting Network (JCPN),
and with the support of the North American Mission
Board, began planting Japanese churches all over
North America. Today, there are 16 church plants.
Once a year, all the pastors and their families from
the church plants gather
together for a four-day
THIS BECAME THE FIRST NEW JAPANESE
conference. The purCHURCH BUILDING CONSTRUCTED IN NORTH
pose of the conference
AMERICA AFTER WORLD WAR II. IT WOULD
EVENTUALLY BE FOLLOWED BY THE JAPANESE is to fulfill the vision of
INTERNATIONAL BAPTIST CHURCH OF TACOMA eventually planting 120
–– THE SECOND JAPANESE CHURCH BUILDING new churches in North
America.
IN NORTH AMERICA.

The first four years,
Mike was a full-time
seminary student and,
thus, a part-time pastor.
There were less than 10
members in the church.
The Yokoys received financial assistance from
both the Metropolitan Baptist Church and the Northwest Baptist Convention. Bill Crews was the pastor
of Metropolitan Baptist, a mission-minded church.
Crews would later move on to become the president
of Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary, now
called Gateway Seminary.
In 1989, with 34 charter members, Japanese International Baptist Church (JIBC) became official, and
was welcomed into the NWBC and the Interstate
Baptist Association. In 1990, the church purchased
four acres in suburban Portland (Tigard). In 1995,
three teams of volunteer builders from Arkansas
and Texas came to help the church build its new
sanctuary and educational building. This became the
first new Japanese church building constructed in
North America after World War II. It would eventually
be followed by the Japanese International Baptist
Church of Tacoma –– the second Japanese church
building in North America. The pastor of this church
is Masaomi Takeuchi, a graduate of Gateway Semi-

Their dream and vision, however, extends beyond North America. They
continue to pray for spiritual revival in Japan –– a
country where less than 1 perecnt of the population is Christian. JIBC prays that one day, Japan will
send out missionaries all over Asia. To achieve that
purpose and goal, they will continue to plant new
Japanese churches throughout North America.
This vision for world missions also led to their international disaster relief efforts. In 2011, JIBC sent a
disaster relief team to Japan after the nation suffered a devastating earthquake. The church also sent
disaster relief teams to serve in the wake of flooding in Missouri and after earthquake devastation in
Nepal, the Philippines, and Kumamoto, Japan. Last
year, they joined with the disaster relief team from
the Northwest Baptist Convention, and sent a team
to Hokkaido, Japan, after the earthquake there. This
year, a disaster relief team was sent to Fukushima,
Continued on page 21
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UDY AND BILL GRAMS ARE AMONG THE
LEGIONS WHO SEARCH CRAIGSLIST
AND OTHER SITES FOR GOOD USED FURNITURE, BUT THE RETIRED COUPLE FROM
KENNEWICK, WA, PUT THEIR SELECTED
ITEMS ASIDE NOT FOR THEMSELVES, BUT
TO ASSIST THOSE WHO FIND THEMSELVES
IN VULNERABLE SITUATIONS.

J

Tri-Cities. They immediately jumped into action.

Members of Kennewick’s Hillview Baptist Church,
the Grams have long devoted themselves to helping others. They recently started a ministry to supply
basic household items for women and children who
have finished stints at the Union Gospel Mission.
Many of them lack support systems to see them
through the difficult phase of beginning again.

Other people groups the Grams sponsored were Sudanese and other Islamic refugees. When the Bosnian program ended, the couple found themselves at
a ministry crossroad when the Union Gospel Mission came calling with a need for chaplains about
six years ago. While Judy ministers at the women’s
shelter, Bill and a team from Hillview help lead at
the men’s shelter, both spending time ministering by
leading devotions and music and dedicating time to
praying with individuals in desperate situations.

“We have a long history of collecting furniture for
refugees that came to our area and help them set up
apartments,” Judy Grams said. “People would start
asking us if we needed donated items. When we got
enough, someone would always come along that
needed it. My life verse is from Matthew 25 when
Jesus said, ‘If you do it for the least of these you
have done it for me.’”
The Grams, who were born and raised in South
Dakota, arrived in Kennewick at the tail end of an
influx of 5,000 Bosnian refugees who settled in the
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“People we sponsored sometimes lived with us in
our basement apartment and came to church,” Judy
stated. “We had a hideous orange van we used to
pick people up in. I learned some elementary Croatian language out of desperation and would try out a
sentence and get lots of laughs from people. But we
found all were anxious to work.”

“Many women are now coming to church with us and
several have accepted the Lord and been baptized,”
Judy said. “Earlier this year we were given a beautiful green sofa and a gal at UGM was moving out
with no furniture. At the time, our pastor, Terry Smith,
was leading us in the Experiencing God study, and I
just felt this was our God-sized task.”
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couple helping those in need:

legacy of giving
Once they perceived this calling, the Grams called
the director of the UGM’s women’s shelter asking
about needs, who said this was such an answer to
prayer, as they didn’t have any such resources to
offer, according to Judy. It was the confirmation the
Grams needed.

their lives, but have no solid work history, which
makes employment difficult,” said Bill. “None of them
are coming from perfect family backgrounds and
many have dealt with abuse or substance abuse in
their history and they love to be prayed for.”
While the Grams don’t know what the furniture ministry will look like in the future, they want to see how
God moves and follow him in it. But that doesn’t stop
the retired couple from dreaming big.

“Pastor Terry offered us some storage space at the
church and the Columbia Basin Baptist Association
has also,” said Judy, who put the word out to fellow
church members this summer. An elderly couple
downsizing gave us lots of housewares and we
have found many free items on Craigslist. We
have already helped 10 families with furniture
needs and it’s sometimes feast or famine.”
When the furniture supply outpaced the need
and the couple maxed out the potential to
personally store items, a storage unit was under
consideration, but found to be too expensive. So
the church turned to a 8’ x 20’ shipping container they are keeping on the grounds, which
Bill retrofitted with shelving for smaller items. A
grant from the church and the CBBA helps purchase
items as needed, but many people donate leftover
garage sale items and church members have supported the new ministry generously.
“This is such a blessing to people trying to reclaim

“MANY WOMEN ARE NOW COMING TO CHURCH
WITH US AND SEVERAL HAVE ACCEPTED THE
LORD AND BEEN BAPTIZED. EARLIER THIS YEAR
WE WERE GIVEN A BEAUTIFUL GREEN SOFA
AND A GAL AT UGM WAS MOVING OUT WITH NO
FURNITURE. AT THE TIME, OUR PASTOR, TERRY
SMITH, WAS LEADING US IN THE EXPERIENCING GOD STUDY, AND I JUST FELT THIS WAS OUR
GOD-SIZED TASK.”
- JUDY GRAMS
“I would love to have a passenger van so we can
more efficiently transport people,” Judy added, “as
Sundays are very hectic. I would also love to have a
man who tinkers with cars help some women who
have terrible cars. It is our prayer to set them up with
all needed basics.”
By Sheila Allen
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FROM EVERY NATION
AND ALL TRIBES...

By Cameron Crabtree
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Here to Serve

A Season of Change

IMB President Paul Chitwood knew missionaries
faced challenges in taking the gospel to the unreached. But on a recent trip to East Africa, every
ride down a dusty road and every walk down a city
street was a reminder that every single missionary
faces unique struggles. And every single prayer for a
missionary matters.

It’s tough to live where Kristin Luttrell and Rachel
Sebastian serve as IMB missionaries in Mexico—
there’s not much they can change, practically speaking. They can’t change the fact that people there do
back-breaking work in the fields. They can’t change
the fact that after that, the people work night shifts
at the packaging plant, then get up early to fix food
for their family. But they can bring them the hope of
Jesus.

PRAY for missionaries as they lead in different types of trauma-healing ministry all over
the world. It can take a toll on them. In refugee ministry, for instance, missionaries’ continuous exposure to horrific pain and loss can
create its own trauma—trauma that can manifest itself in anger over injustice or a sense
of helplessness and depression in the face
of so much human need. They can also deal
with compassion fatigue. Pray missionaries
would have spiritual, emotional, and physical
stamina to carry out their ministry over the
long haul.
PRAY for missionaries as they face the practical struggles of their ministry assignments.
From navigating massive amounts of city
traffic to maintaining vehicles for use in remote areas, missionaries can have enormous
challenges just getting to the people they are
trying to reach.
PRAY for personnel to work well with a diverse team of partners on the field—national
partners, other US-based agencies, and missionaries from other countries.

“We have heard women say, ‘I was miserable, I was
blind, and I did not know where I was going. Now
that I know Christ, it’s like the light came on and I
have a direction in life,’” Kristin said. Team leaders
and IMB missionaries David and Ann Boyter say
God is doing incredible things among migrant workers like the ones Kristin and Rachel are discipling.
Ann says she lives for the moments when people
meet Jesus. “They’re enslaved to their religions, and
when you see the light come on and people get the
gospel, it’s amazing,” she said.

PRAY for the IMB missionaries working to
reach people who come from unreached
indigenous people groups all over Mexico to
work in migrant camps.
PRAY for God to open hearts to the hope of
the gospel.

PRAY for missionaries as they struggle with
being so far away from their home church,
country, and family members. Pray they would
have peace in knowing that they are not forgotten by us.
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2019 Northwest Baptist Witness
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Gospel on the Move

Catching a Vision

It takes tents, sleeping bags, and a lot of food for
Peter Station* to get out in the remote areas of his
East Asian country—the places where the herdsmen
live. He throws all his gear in the back of an SUV,
drives several days into the wilderness, and camps
beside them so he can share the gospel with them.
Sometimes they’ll choose to follow Jesus, and Peter
will make plans to come back and start discipling
them. And then when he drives out there again,
there’s nothing but grass. They’re gone.

Hun Sol has a lot of favorites. He loves seeing
students sent out through the missions program he
runs in South Korea. He loves seeing them work
alongside IMB missionaries to take the hope of
Christ to parts of Asia that haven’t heard it yet. But
most of all, he loves seeing students learn to share
the gospel for the very first time. He believes it could
change South Korea, and from South Korea, the
world.

That’s one of the biggest challenges of reaching
the herdsmen, a nomadic people who live off the
land and move often with their herds of cattle. But
Peter won’t stop—he knows he can’t until there are
disciples all over the vast land where they wander.
And over time, he is seeing lives transformed. “We’ve
been able to see herdsmen come to know Christ,
to accept him,” he said. “We’re able to see baptisms
in the middle of the wilderness and people being
discipled.”

“About 80 percent of the students who apply have
never shared the gospel before,” said Hun, an IMB
missionary. “Before they leave here, we show them
how. Then in their six months on the field, they
see how powerful it is. They realize sharing it is so
important.” Their excitement is contagious—Hun gets
more and more applications all the time because
their friends and family want a taste of what they’ve
experienced. His hope is that students’ passion for
the gospel and missions will revive the sleepy South
Korean church to take the hope of Jesus to the
world.

*Name changed

PRAY Peter’s team of IMB missionaries to
continue to persevere in reaching nomadic
peoples.
PRAY for God to order the moves of the
herdsmen to be where they can cross paths
with Peter, hear the gospel, and be discipled.
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PRAY for Hun as he trains students to go out
with the gospel.
PRAY for God to use students to share Jesus
with hard-to-reach peoples and spur others
in South Korea to invest their lives following
Christ.
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A New Beginning

Sowing Seeds

For months, Paul and Robin Tinley have been watching people spill out of Venezuela and into Colombia.
It’s about 5,000 a day—more than 3 million total—
who have left their homes in hopes of escaping
hunger, crime, unemployment, and lack of medical
care. “Not only is the flow of refugees not diminishing, it’s actually bumping up,” Robin said. But she and
Paul, who serve as IMB missionaries in Colombia,
are working around the clock to meet as many of the
vast physical needs as they can. They’re also trying
to seize the unprecedented spiritual opportunity.

Donka knows what it’s like to wonder if life could
be better than what she’s experienced. She lived
most of her younger years under the stifling rule of
communism. She’s lived many of her older years as
a widow. And on top of that, she can see that Brian
and Mandy Davis have something in their life that
she doesn’t. The Davises, IMB missionaries to Bulgaria, welcome Donka into their home every week
for Bible study. Donka, 85, is a self-proclaimed atheist, but Mandy says she’s hopeful that’s changing.

“Venezuelans are more open now than they have
ever been in their history, but they are open to
anything—good or bad,” Robin said. “This is a historic
moment where Colombian believers urgently need to
share the gospel.” Though the Tinleys are stretched
thin, they serve tirelessly alongside Colombian
churches to offer food, child care, trauma counseling, and Bible study. They’re also working to help
Venezuelans start microbusinesses to support their
families. “We’re trying to offer them very practical
help and also a source of comfort,” Robin said.

“She has not yet professed faith, but she tells
everyone she meets about us and how the world
would be better ‘if everyone believed and lived like
Brian and Mandy.’ We keep turning her focus from
our good works to the ‘why’ behind our good works,”
Mandy said. In postcommunist Bulgaria, many people
say they’re atheist, just like Donka. Many of them are
disinterested in religion. But the Davises continue to
pray for God to open hearts and draw Bulgarians to
see that what they’re missing is the gospel.

PRAY for God to draw Bulgarians to see their
need for the hope Jesus offers.
PRAY for Paul and Robin to have energy to
keep serving Venezuelan immigrants.
PRAY for Colombian believers to share the
gospel with urgency.

PRAY for Brian and Mandy to be able to build
relationships with people who are open to
studying the Bible and exploring faith.

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2019 Northwest Baptist Witness
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Answering Life’s Questions

Sidewalk Chapel

Winters are brutal and days are dark where IMB missionaries Robert and Sharon Pinkston live in Quebec. Hearts are dark too. “There are 8 million Quebecois, or French Canadians,” Robert said. “Before
we ever got here, we had heard that only 40,000 of
them—0.5 percent—believed in Christ.” But Robert
says he believes that if Quebecois could just hear
the gospel, they would respond. He’s been there 19
years, and every day he’s excited to get up and share
the hope of Jesus all over again.

Masuda San was a broken man when he showed
up at Mark Bennett’s sidewalk chapel for the homeless in Tokyo, Japan. “It was a typical story. They
come for the food,” said Mark, an IMB missionary.
“But while they’re there, we give them a portion of
Scripture and share the gospel.” And Mark learns
their names—a big deal when you feel nameless and
faceless, not seen by anyone. It got Masuda San’s
attention. It brought him out of the shadows, and he
just couldn’t get enough.

“So many of my friends, when they hear me give a
gospel presentation, they say, ‘That’s exactly what
I’ve been looking for,’” he said. The catch is just getting them to hear it—to really hear it. “They have lots
of questions about life, and not that they’re necessarily searching for it in the church, but when they do
run into us and we start a dialogue, it really connects
with them and they want to know more,” Robert said.
“They have an open heart right now.”

He couldn’t get enough Scripture either. He blazed
through the Gospel of John and came back and
asked for more. Then he asked for more again.
Within six months, he had read the whole Bible. “He
has this little worn-out New Testament, and it has
notes and highlights,” Mark said. “We’ll be sitting
around in Bible study, and someone will ask a question and he’ll start teaching them from Scripture. He
knows the Word, and the Holy Spirit is using him to
teach these other guys.”

PRAY for missionaries like Robert and Sharon
to be effective in strategizing ways to reach
Quebec’s cities and college campuses with
the gospel.
PRAY for the hearts of the Quebecois to be
open to the gospel as they search for truth.

PRAY for the gospel to take root as Mark
and his teammates work to meet the needs
of dozens of homeless men on the streets of
Tokyo.
PRAY for the men to find their significance in
Christ.
WMU and Lottie Moon Christmas Offering® are registered
trademarks of Woman’s Missionary Union®.
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Baptisms celebrated in day-long event
Through a ministry to seasonal migrant workers, several Northwest Baptist church plants joined together
for a day of baptism in recent weeks. An estimated
1,500 people were baptized in one day by 25 pastors according to Ivan Montenegro, Hispanic church
planting catalyst for the Northwest Baptist Convention. Throngs of people were brought to the baptism

site on the Nooksack River in Whatcom County
throughout the day in large trucks to participate and
witness the massive celebration of new life in Christ.
The network of Hispanic churches has conducted
10 evangelistic crusades via two mobile churches
with support from mission teams from Texas and
Florida.
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sending celebration includes

northwest missionaries
A

T A RECENT SOUTHERN BAPTIST MISSIONARY “SENDING CELEBRATION” IN OKLAHOMA CITY, THE INTERNATIONAL MISSION BOARD
APPOINTED 29 MISSIONARIES, A NUMBER
THAT INCLUDED WORKERS FROM THE NORTHWEST.

we were off-grid and alone with God. God spoke
again – it’s time to return.”

Due to security restrictions in the region where they
will serve, the workers use Josh and Danielle Rogers
as pseudonyms. During a brief testimony at the commissioning service, and with their faces obscured in
dim lighting, they recounted the names of missionaries and mission experiences that influenced them in
their younger years.

Paul Chitwood, IMB president, preached a message
at the service, challenging and encouraging the missionaries and attendees to do the good work God
has called them to.

“Having experienced missions while single, we knew
that our hearts were moving in this direction when
we married, but we didn’t know whether this was
God’s call or just a personal desire,” said Danielle.
Josh spoke about a formative phone call from his
mother six years into their marriage about opportunities to teach English abroad. “After I got off the
phone, we both knew God was calling us into missions,” he said.
“We served for three years before God brought us
back,” said Danielle. “Fast forward to last year when
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As all the missionaries walked across the stage to
introduce themselves and share their calling, the
crowd was asked to pledge their support through
committed prayer.

Preaching from Nehemiah 6, Chitwood stressed
the importance of dependence on God and the
pivotal role Southern Baptists play in the great work
detailed in Matthew 28:19-20 and Revelation 7:9.
Whether going and serving overseas or supporting those who are going, Chitwood encouraged the
congregants to ask themselves, “How can I be a part
of God’s great work?”
At the close of the service, Chitwood charged the
crowd to go and take action. “Go. Be a part of the
great work. There are other things you can do with
your life, but there is nothing better. There is nothing
better than the great work.”

Northwest Baptist Witness NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2019

By Catherine Finch & Cameron Crabtree

ministry assistants to

gather for training
M

INISTRY ASSISTANTS WHO SERVE NORTHWEST BAPTIST
CHURCHES ARE SLATED TO GATHER NEXT SPRING FOR
ENCOURAGEMENT AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT, ACCORDING TO CONFERENCE ORGANIZERS.

Set for March 20-21, participants include all ministry assistants, secretaries and financial assistants in both paid and volunteer roles. The conference will be held at the Northwest Baptist Center in Vancouver, WA.
Under the theme of “Glimpses of Joy,” attendees will be encouraged by
keynote speaker Lori Pengra of the Northwest Baptist Foundation, with
worship led by Sara Sacapanio of Lakewood, WA. An assortment of
topics and presentations will include legal issues and concerns, finance,
self-care, stress management and time management.
Participants will also engage in a mission effort called “Project Hope,”
that includes assembling needed items to be given to a local women’s
shelter.
For those seeking more information, email MAPsNWBC@gmail.com.

PREPARING FOR RETIREMENT SEMINAR!
Date: March 28, 2020
Location: NWBC Vancouver, WA
Time: 9:00 - 3:00 pm
Cost: $40/person - $75/couple
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Presenters and Topics to include…






Social Security & Medicare experts
Developing retirement dreams & goals
Financial planning for retirement
Estate plans that match your giving wishes
Maintaining a healthy heart, soul, mind & body

This new Seminar, sponsored by
NWBF, is specifically designed for
those within 1-10 years of retirement.

†

“We can make our plans, but the Lord
determines our steps.” Proverbs 16:9

To register: go to our website @ www.nwbaptistfdn.org to download a registration
form or email: Lori.pengra@nwbaptist.org.
Mail checks and registration forms to:
19
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2019 Northwest
Baptist
Witness
NE 109th Avenue · Vancouver,
WA
98682
NWBF · 3200
360.882.2250 or 800.594.2981

Cooperative Program Giving ...
... partnering with more than 46,000 churches to make Christ known at home, across the nation, and around the world.

Region 4

Region 1
J-O 19
Auburn-Igl Hispana LifeWay
584
Bellevue-Awakening Church 2,107
Bellevue-Lake Hills
4,068
Bellevue-Leaven Church
3,000
Bellevue-Well Commun
5,417
Bellingham-Living Word
1,000
Bellingham-Community
1,099
Bellingham-Crossroads
1,000
Blk Diamond-Chap Wood
6,207
Bothell-Living Spring
652
Bothell-CrossPointe
10,513
Bothell-Dwelling Place
4,746
Bothell-Queensgate
600
Bothell-Tabern de Dios
649
Burlington-Calvary
3,690
Camano Island-Restoration 4,200
Clear Lake-FBC
1,500
Darrington-Mt View
3,362
Des Moines-The Mountain
6,335
Edmonds-North Seattle
100
Edmonds-One In Christ
450
Edmonds-Rock of Hope
5,000
Enumclaw-FBC
2,250
Everett-Journey
9,933
Everett-Redemption Ch
2,958
Everett-Bethlehem Korean
50
Everett-Good News Rom
500
Everett-Pinehurst
8,776
Everett-S Everett Comm
5,000
Everett-Silver Lake
1,572
Everett-Ukrainian
2,500
Fed Way-First Ukranian
1,000
Fed Way-Bethel
1,000
Fed Way-Christ Church
500
Fed Way-Cross Life
1,000
Fed Way-FBC
450
Fed Way-Good Neighbor
1,200
Fed Way-Korean-Amer
9,896
Fed Way-Lifeway
6,300
Fed Way-Nine Lakes
1,634
Fed Way-SoundSide
6,897
Federal Way-City Center
1,120
Hamilton-FBC
13,727

Issaquah-Foothills
15,890
Issaquah-Summit
9,514
Kent-Bread of Life
321
Kent-Chin-Burmese
300
Kent-Emmanuel Bhutanese
900
Kent-Evangelical
1,200
Kent-International Christian
500
Kent-Sequoia
13,333
Kent-Turningpoint
13,577
Lake Stevens-Lake Country 5,000
Lakewood-Emmaus
450
Lakewood-FBC
59,876
Lakewood-Good Shepherd
360
Lakewood-Kaleo Community 2,840
Lakewood-Trinity
800
Lakewood-Vietnam Lifeway
100
Lynden-La Vid Verdadera
4,471
Lynnwood-Healing
150
Lynnwood-EagleWing
873
Lynnwood-Global Mission
500
Lynnwood-Japanese
1,074
Lynnwood-Martha Lk
4,070
Lynnwood-Meadowdale Com 390
Lynnwood-Seattle Bridge
4,458
Lynnwood-Slavic of Seattle
400
Maple Falls-Mt. Baker
851
Maple Valley-Hope
42,687
Marysville-Emmanuel
4,013
Milton-Loving First
455
Monroe-FBC
29,860
Mount Vernon-Christian
3,123
Mount Vernon-Trinity
6,026
Oak Harbor-Christian Fellow 600
Oak Harbor-Southern
7,167
Puyallup-High Pointe
25,124
Puyallup-South Hill
2,168
Puyallup-Sunrise
27,131
Redmond-FBC Rose Hill
1,500
Redmond-Korean Hope
500
Redmond-Meadowbrook
56,042
Renton-Agape Vietnamese 1,200
Renton-Church of Beloved 7,500
Renton-Iglesia Vida
3,400
Renton-Sunset
7,714

Region 2
Bremerton-Sonshine
Castle Rock-FBC
Centralia-Alder Street
Chehalis-Dayspring
Dryad-Community
Elma-Bethany
Forks-FBC
Kalama-Kalama
Lacey-FBC
Lacey-New Zion

J-O 19
3,106
6,127
100
8,508
3,501
2,269
11,044
12,272
12,616
1,125

Longview-Beacon Hill
Longview-FBC
Longview-Highlands
Longview-La Iglesia
Longview-Robert Gray
Longview-Valley
Ocean Shores-Faith Com
Olympia, Westwood
Olympia-Vietnamese
Olympia-McKenzie Road
Port Angeles-Hillcrest

2,049
71,146
1,072
983
6,339
24,170
4,467
2,917
200
23,558
5,607

Region 3
J-O 19
Battle Ground-Parkway
129
Beavercrk-NW Contexture 3,272
Beaverton-FBC
8,412
Beaverton-Global
100
Beaverton-Iglesia Bautista 5,560
Beaverton-New Creation
2,359
Beaverton-Trinity Ch & Ministry 74
Bingen-FBC
1,249
Boring-Iglesia Vida Nueva
4,467
Camas-Lacamas Heights
3,280
Clackamas-Trinity
9,232
Estacada-Clackamas Vly
2,210
Forest Grove-The Crossing 1,851
Goldendale-Columbus Ave 15,982
Gresham-Pathway
92,607
Gresham-Punto de Gracia
330
Hillsboro-New Life
4,794
Hood River-Tucker Road
4,857
Klickitat-Klickitat Valley
1,463
Lake Oswego-Lake Bible
800
McMinnville-Grace
2,684
McMinnville-Valley
20,879
Newberg-Chehalem Valley 19,655
Odell-FBC
1,375
Parkway
85
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Portland-Woodstock Com
390
Prtld-Flavel Street
450
Prtld-Mien Fellowship
1,000
Prtld-Antioch Christian
1,200
Prtld-East Bridge
1,919
Prtld-Evergreen
100
Prtld-Garden Church
9,332
Prtld-Hope International
7,136
Prtld-Igl Luz del Pueblo
200
Prtld-Kaleo Communities
821
Prtld-Korean Logos
2,000
Prtld-Mill Park
8,112
Prtld-New Life Intnl
1,050
Prtld-Peninsula
600
Prtld-Rejoice
3,228
Prtld-Remedy City
4,622
Prtld-Renaissance
200
Prtld-Romanian
600
Prtld-Sojourn Community
623
Prtld-Solid Rock
7,106
Prtld-The Common
1,665
Prtld-Vancouver Ave
300
Prtld-Word- Life Romanian 3,676
Prtld-Zomi Bethel
2,545
Ptld-OneHope
120
Ridgefield-GO
10,946
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J-O 19
Renton-Trinity
4,000
Albany-Calvary
3,159
Saesoon Baptist Church
528
Albany-Knox Butte
180
Sammamish-21st Century
1,425
Albany-Nueva Esperanza
757
SeaTac-Mision Hispanic
190
Bend-River Woods
180
SeaTac-Riverton Heights
800
Bend-Summit Community
1,166
Seattle-The Hallows
10,399
Canyonville-Canyon Creek
304
Seattle-Chinese Southern 28,039
Corvallis-Branch
10,106
Seattle-CityLight Ministries
300
Corvallis-Grant Avenue
23,889
Seattle-Discovery
30
Corvallis-Pioneer Church
175
Seattle-Epic Life
3,321
Cottage Grove-Calvary
2,688
Seattle-Eternal Joy
100
Cottage Grove-Hope
3,185
Seattle-FBC Beverly Pk
2,559
Creswell-New Hope
21,240
Seattle-Gracepoint
550
Dallas-FBC
600
Seattle-Living Water Chin
2,687
Dexter-Dexter Baptist
369
Seattle-New Covenant
250
Drain-FBC
250
Seattle-Roots Community
6,695
Eugene-Fairfield
24,386
Seattle-Thien An
2,700
Eugene-Harvest Comm
500
Seattle-Two Bridges
781
Eugene-Japanese
142
Sedro Woolley-Cross Cntry 2,260
Eugene-Riviera
7,819
Sedro Woolley-Skagit
1,000
Florence-FBC
21,448
Sedro Woolley-Valley
3,862
Glendale-Glendale
4,697
Snohomish-Bridge
4,541
Gold Beach-Riley Creek
120
Snohomish-BridgeCity
4,934
Grants Pass-Solid Rock
3,965
Spanaway-SE Asian
77
K Falls-Ch on Homedale
17,488
Sultan-FBC
2,320
Keizer-Cristiana Renuevo
3,676
Sultan-Lighthouse
2,077
La Pine-Whispering Pines
878
Tacoma-The Pathway
1,500
Lakeview-Trinity
2,042
Tacoma-E.Tacoma Christian
250
Lebanon-Iglesia Biblica Intl
223
Tacoma-Filipino Inter
1,250
Lebanon-Trinity
5,281
Tacoma-Good News
1,460
Lincoln City-Pacific
1,161
Tacoma-Highland Hill
4,244
Madras-FBC
3,972
Tacoma-Japanese Intl
5,053
Tacoma-New Beginnings
79
Tacoma-New Hope
144
Tacoma-Parkland
1,000
J-O 19
Tacoma-Tacoma FBC
59,000
Airway Hts-Airway Hts
16,390
Tacoma-VMCM
360
Yelm-First
3,935
Airway Hts-Spokane Rock 2,500
Yelm-Ignite Church
2,476
Athol-Athol
18,193
Zomi-Seattle
960
Benton City-FBC
2,869
Total:
681,086
Boardman-FBC
1,125
		
Bonners Ferry-Boundary
729
		
Brewster-Calvary
2,400
Burbank-Trinity
3,791
Cashmere-Evergreen
5,972
Cheney-Fellowship
3,956
Clarkston-Sonrise
4,627
Port Hadlock-Oak Bay
841
Clarkston-Trinity
1,300
Port Orchard-Evergreen
160
Coeur d’Alene-Emmanuel
2,000
Port Orchard-FBC
9,401
Dayton-Faith Chapel
500
Port Townsend-San Juan 14,399
Deer Park-FBC
604
Rainier-Delena
757
E Wenatchee-Eastmont
44,583
Randle-Reconciled
3,545
Ellensburg-Chestnut St
15,983
Scappoose-Creekside
2,612
Grandview-Valley Life
5,812
Sequim-FBC
15,688
Greenacres-Greenacres
1,000
Silverdale-Clear Creek
2,523
Harrison-Community
5,250
Silverdale-Kitsap Christian
450
Heppner-Willow Creek
5,374
Toledo-FBC
18,033
Hermiston-Grace
2,433
Total:
271,584
Hermiston-New Beginnings 2,261
Ione-Ione
2,130
Kellogg-FBC
1,696
Kennewick-Crossview
2,000
Rufus-Bapt Ch at Rufus
892
Kennewick-Finley First
2,200
The Dalles-Emmanuel
3,979
Kennewick-Hillview
7,935
Tigard-Hall Blvd
10,452
Kennewick-Kennewick
89,837
Tigard-Japanese Intnl
1,600
Kennewick-Quinault
1,290
Tillamook-Life Change
5,660
La Grande-The Way
1,149
Vancouver-Ukrainian
500
La Grande-Trinity
1,539
Vancouver-A Family Network 595
Leavenworth-FBC
11,425
Vancouver-Arabic
395
Vancouver-CrossPointe
23,614
Lewiston-Orchards
8,325
Vancouver-Evergreen
5,214
Lewiston-Tammany
27,693
Vancouver-Grace
804
Mead-Crossover
500
Vancouver-Gtr Faith MBC
225
Moscow-Trinity
1,650
Vancouver-Iglesia Belen
1,647
Moses Lake-Emmanuel
3,005
Vancouver-Korean
500
Newport-Newport So
4,917
Vancouver-Project Truth
1,300
Northport-FBC
768
Vancouver-Revival
1,350
Oakesdale-FBC
1,173
Vancouver-River City
1,198
Orofino-FBC
1,394
Vancouver-Romanian
2,843

Region 5

Medford-Living Hope
2,605
Medford-Lozier Lane
5,335
Medford-New Horizon
1,545
Monmouth-Cultivate
8,744
Newport-Calvary
1,353
North Bend-FBC
4,960
Phoenix-FBC
4,702
Prineville-Calvary
5,705
Prospect-Prospect
453
Redmond-HBC Espanol
473
Redmond-Highland
143,964
Reedsport-Highlands
2,708
Rogue River-Grace
7,777
Roseburg-Faith & Reason
460
Roseburg-Vine Street
15,996
Salem-Capital
24,984
Salem-Living Water
1,282
Siletz-Sacred Ground
735
Springfield-East Side
8,784
Springfield-Grace Korean
1,737
Springfield-Trinity
5,567
Sweet Home-Freedom
1,336
Terrebonne-Smith Rock
4,165
Toledo-FBC
1,828
Waldport-FBC
2,500
Warm Springs-Warm Sprgs 3,285
White City-Trinity
1,000
Winston-Community
6,375
Yachats-Yachats
1,700
Total:
438,105
		

		

Otis Orchards-Starr Rd
400
Pasco-Redeemer Tri-Cities
429
Pasco-Emmanuel
2,668
Pasco-International
546
Paterson-Community
1,222
Pendleton-Pendleton
10,671
Pilot Rock-Life Church
5,173
Prosser-Calvary
1,643
Pullman-Emmanuel
24,139
Pullman-Grace and Glory
1,540
Pullman-Resonate
12,156
Rathdrum-New Beg
3,253
Rice-Victory
2,065
Richland-Reata Sprgs
12,500
Richland-Richland
158,977
Richland-Richland Hghts
1,000
Spirit Lake-Spirit Lake
3,451
Spokane Valley-Dishman
7,937
Spokane Valley-East Valley 4,220
Spokane Valley-The Rock
4,947
Spokane Valley-Valleypt
15,327
Spokane-Crestline
2,430
Spokane-Driscoll Blvd
11,582
Spokane-North Addison
6,592
Spokane-Springhill Bible
2,000
Spokane-Windsor
1,076
St Maries-College Ave
1,559
Union Gap-FBC
1,630
W Richland-Grace&Truth
8,607
W Richland-Reliance Fellow 7,000
Walla Walla-Blue Mt
5,034
Walla Walla-Kairos
1,485
Wapato-FBC
3,646
Warden-First
330
Wenatchee-Valley
3,150
Yakima-Terrace Hghts
5,319
Yakima-The Cross
19,697
Yakima-The River
2,990
Zillah-Mtn View
1,725
Total:
680,393
		

Vancouver-Song of Hope
1,000
Vancouver-Trinity
2,700
Vancouver-Vietnamese
720
January through October Budget vs Actual Comparison
Vancouver-Vietnamese Heart 3,751
Budget
Actual
Variance
Wilsonville-Creekside
9,635
$2,381,535
$2,436,155
$54,620
Total:
358,220
Report only includes churches that have contributed through the
		
Northwest Baptist Convention January - October 2019. A full report of
all NWBC churches is available at www.gonbw.org/cp/
		
		
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER
2019

Continued from page 9

Japan, an especially dangerous area, due to the fallout from the heavily damaged nuclear power plant.
Mike was not alone in charting a path for JIBC.
Yumiko was also heavily involved in ministry. She created and organized a women’s mission team called
“Mission Esther.” When JIBC started their short
time mission teams to Japan, it was Mission Esther
members who visited churches, orphanages, elderly
care homes, and disaster relief prefabricated homes.
They also performed singing, dancing, skits, and Japanese traditional
songs for those in need.

Mike and Yumiko eventually had six children and
eleven grandchildren. Sons Mitch and Kenji are also
seminary graduates of Gateway’s Pacific Northwest
campus. The Yokoy children are heavily involved in
JIBC ministries.
At the end of 2018, after 35 years of ministry, Mike
retired, passing the baton of pastoral leadership to
the next generation. But Mike and Yumiko are far
from being done with ministry.

The Mission Esther team joined and
the short term JIBC mission team
combined forces every year to Japan to provide ministry. More than
200 churches in Japan have been
served the past 15 years.
JIBC continues to attract people
from various backgrounds. This
includes numerous high school
and college international students,
researchers, and business people
who arrive from Japan to North
America along with their families
for short term stays. There are also
several international marriages
and children as a result of those
marriages. Moreover, many Asian
Americans whose primary language
is English, attend the church. Thus, what started as
a Japanese church now has more members who
speak English than Japanese. JIBC is meeting the
needs of the next generation. Fully one-third of the
church is under 18 years of age.
In October of 2018, another momentous event took
place at JIBC. After three years of hard work, a new
10,000-square feet gymnasium and an educational
building were completed. The cost was $1.7 million. But the total price, including the land, all came
from donations to JIBC. The buildings were built by
prayer, and no one in the church was asked to give
an offering.

Starting in January 2019, Mike assumed a new role
as the director of JCPN, focusing his energy on the
vision of planting 120 churches in North America.
God continues to work wonders and miracles. In
March of 2019, the cancer that Mike had battled for
the past 10 years was healed. Perhaps it was for this
very purpose.
Only heaven and eternity will be able to calculate
the successful ministry began by the Yokoys. It is a
distinct privilege for the Northwest Baptist Historical Society to bestow this year’s Heritage Award
in honor of the groundbreaking work of Mike and
Yumiko Yokoy.
By Mike Kuykendall
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Church, Hood River, OR, 2nd vice president.
The president chairs the NWBC executive board
and serves along with fellow officers on the board’s
executive committee.
The annual fall gathering – using “A More Excellent
Way” from I Corinthians 12:31 as its theme, drew
more than 525 participants: 321 messengers, 102
visitors and more than 100 children of those attending taking part in activities hosted by the NWBC’s
children’s ministry office.

Community Church in Seattle, The Mountain Church
in Des Moines, Primera Iglesia Bautista in Longview,
Sola Church in Kennwick, Rock Island Baptist
Church in Rock Island, Iglesia Hispana Lifeway in
Auburn, Good News Church and Living Water Chinese Church, both located in Tacoma, and River City
Church and A Family Church Network, both located
in Vancouver.
From Oregon, the newly affiliated churches are East
Bridge Baptist Church, One H.O.P.E. Fellowship, Garden Church, all three located in Portland, The Crossing Fellowship Church in Hillsboro, Iglesia Luz Del
Pueblo in Gresham, and Calvary Church in Sisters.
With those additions, about 510 congregations
comprise the convention’s cooperative work across
Oregon, Washington and north Idaho.
The 2020 convention budget continues a change
adopted last year to allocate more Cooperative
Program funds for mission work in the Northwest,
rather than forwarding as much to Southern Baptist Convention entities. That change increased the
Northwest percentage of funds used for church
planting, evangelism, leadership development, collegiate ministries and other ministries across Oregon,
Washington and north Idaho to 80 percent.

To help highlight the importance of families and
churches in the spiritual formation of the next generation, children of NWBC ministry read the selected
scriptures during the annual meeting’s plenary sessions. Aaron and Rileyann Snyder of Living Hope
Church in Medford, OR, read from I Corinthians 13.
Gryder Crisp of Chehalem Valley Baptist Church
in Newberg, OR, read from John 10. Halle Gass of
High Pointe Community Church in Puyallup, WA,
read from Matthew 22. Jagen Higginbotham of The
Pathway in Tacoma, WA, read from John 15. Karis
and Karson Wieser read from Psalm 78.
The convention credentials committee chairman,
Daniel Son, pastor of Church of the Beloved in
Renton, WA, recommended messengers accept the
new church affiliations during the meeting’s opening
session.
In Washington, the churches now part of the NWBC
are First Love Church in Milton, In Christ Church in
Burlington, Summit LIFE Church in Issaquah, Roots
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Next year’s spending plan anticipates $2,920,000
in Cooperative Program gifts from NWBC churches.
Thus, $2,236,000 of the Cooperative Program
funds would support mission work in the Northwest.
The balance of the Cooperative Program funds will
be split: $100,000 directly supporting the work of
Gateway Seminary’s Pacific Northwest Campus in
Vancouver, WA, and $584,000 being forwarded to
the SBC Executive Committee for disbursement to
entities such as the International Mission Board, the
North American Mission Board, six SBC seminaries,
the Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission and
other national ministries.
Representatives of some of those entities shared
brief reports and answered questions about their
work during a Nov. 12 panel discussion.
The remainder of the 2020 budget is composed
of $1,783,580 from the North American Mission
Board, $64,000 from Lifeway Christian Resources,
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$120,000 from the Northwest Impact Mission
Offering, $89,300 in restricted funds and another
$338,000 from sources such as event registrations,
rentals and investment earnings.
For the NWBC executive board, messengers elected
seven members to terms expiring in 2023: Ben
Davis of Hope Fellowship in Maple Valley, WA; Scott
Brewer of Meadowbrook Church in Redmond, WA;
Johnny You of Queensgate Baptist Church in Kirkland, WA; Enrique Oti of El Buen Pastor in Beaverton, OR; John Wu of Baptist Church on Homedale
in Klamath Falls, OR; Travis Southern of Richland
(WA) Baptist Church and Kyle Harrison of Dishman
Baptist Church in Spokane, WA.
On the board of directors for the Northwest Baptist
Foundation, messengers elected Don Reeves of
Grant Avenue Baptist Church in Corvallis, OR, to a
second term expiring in 2023 and Steve Bryant of
Highland Baptist Church in Redmond, OR, to a new
term set to expire in 2023. The Foundation last year
managed funds and assets exceeding $49 million.
Its operating budget for its work in 2019 is listed at
$1,083,900.

In other business, NWBC messengers approved
a $140,000 goal for the 2020 Northwest Impact
mission offering. For the 2018 Northwest Impact
Offering, NWBC churches surpassed a $120,000
goal with gifts exceeding $136,000. It was the first
time the offering goal was surpassed in a number of
years.
The mission offering extends the reach of various
mission efforts specifically in the Northwest -church planting, collegiate ministries, leadership development retreats for vocational ministers, ethnic/
language church development, disaster relief and
Vacation Bible School evangelism training.
No resolutions were presented by the Resolutions
Committee. Committee chairman Chris Antone, pastor of Athol (ID) Baptist Church, reported the committee is examining ways to make the resolutions
process more beneficial to the convention meeting
than in the past. Messengers agreed to have the executive board take up the matter and offer a recommendation for the convention.
By Cameron Crabtree

52 and One Training Events

Morning breakout sessions offer multiple choices of practical topics with applications for ministry to preschoolers, children and their families throughout
the year. Spend the afternoon focused on FUNdamentals of discipleship.
Explore core principles of teaching preschoolers and children for life
transformation, or focus on preparation for discipleship through
LifeWay’s VBS Concrete and Cranes!
March 14 - First Baptist Church of Lakewood, Lakewood WA
April 4 - Northwest Baptist Center, Vancouver WA
May 16 - New Hope Baptist Church, Creswell OR
May 16 - Valleypoint Church, Spokane Valley WA

NWBC 2020
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Mission Trip to serve families of Church
Planters at Cannon Beach Conference Center,

Cannon Beach OR; Cost $150
Kids Club provides full VBS for kids, birth through 5th grade. Teen
Club serves kids 6th grade and older.
March 27-29 - Kids Club, up to 12 volunteers needed
April 27-29 - Kids Club, up to 25 volunteers needed

Childhood & Student Directors Retreat

Directors, volunteer and vocational, and leadership teams are invited for
leadership training, worship, and fellowship.
Sept 25-26 - Location TBA
For more info contact Leigh Ann Stark, Childhood Ministry Specialist
LAStark@nwbaptist.org or 360.882.2106.

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2019 Northwest Baptist Witness

23

Northwest Baptist Convention
3200 NE 109th Ave
Vancouver, WA 98682
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