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VIEWPOINT by Randy Adams, Executive Director

THERE ARE NO SHORTCUTS TO NORTHWEST MISSIONS

With roughly four percent of the 12 million residents 
of Washington, Oregon and north Idaho in a church 
each week, the Northwest remains a vast mission 
field. The glue that binds Northwest Baptists togeth-
er is reaching our neighbors through a cooperative 
effort focused on three major areas: training ministry 
leaders, making disciples through gospel witness 
and starting churches.

Our greatest need is more ministry leaders. This in-
cludes pastors, Bible teachers, college ministers and 
church music leaders, among others, to reach, teach, 
and care for people. Church small group ministries 
average about ten people per group. This means 
that five small group leaders, each leading a weekly 
group, will average about 50 people. For a church 
to average 100 people, it will need 10 small groups. 
Therefore, as we train more small group leaders, and 
start more Bible study groups, we can minister to 
more people.

This same logic applies to the number of pas-
tors. Churches need a God-called man to minister 
through preaching and teaching God’s Word. Gener-
ally, one pastor serves one church and 100 churches 
require 100 pastors. The same math applies to other 
church ministry leaders. For this reason, the most 
important thing we do as Northwest Baptists is “call 
out” ministry leaders and train them to serve well.   
     
The second major task of Northwest Baptists is 
making disciples by sharing the gospel. That’s why 
we provide evangelism training and resources to 
every Northwest Baptist church. Currently we pro-
vide My316 and God Space evangelism resources, 
among others. Annual evangelism training has 
included “listening evangelism” and other methods to 
help our people know better how to share Christ.

The third component of Northwest Baptist missions 
is starting churches for our growing and diverse 

population. In the past 12 months, 25 new churches 
have launched, including our first Mongolian lan-
guage church. I like to say that “whoever has the 
most churches wins,” meaning that it takes churches, 
and thus ministry leaders, to reach people, and 
whoever has the most churches will reach the most 
people.

Some wrongly think we will reach more people 
simply by growing existing churches. Even with the 
increase of megachurches in the past 40 years, 
average local church attendance is about 100. In 
the Northwest our average was 86 last year, with 
half of our churches averaging 50 or less in weekly 
attendance. Most churches never average 100 
people weekly and they never have in the history of 
our nation. Reaching the multitudes in the Northwest 
requires an ever-growing number of churches. 

Your church is beginning to receive information on 
the Northwest Impact Missions Offering. This of-
fering, together with monthly Cooperative Program 
missions giving from our churches, is how Northwest 
missions is funded. Last year, 143 churches partici-
pated in the Northwest Impact Missions Offering, 
giving more than $136,000. If yours is among these 
143, thank you. If your church did not participate in 
this important mission offering, please consider do-
ing so. You can learn more at www.nwbaptist.org, or 
ask your pastor or church missions leader for infor-
mation.

There’s no shortcut to playing a musical instrument 
with the Oregon Symphony, or joining the roster of 
the Seattle Mariners, and there’s no shortcut to mis-
sions in the Northwest. Only through sustained effort 
and years of training can one achieve great things in 
music, sport, or missions.

It is a good day to serve the Lord in the Northwest, 
and it will be until Jesus returns.   
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 2 There are no shortcuts to NW Missions

 21-23 Senior Adult Retreat, Cannon  
  Beach
 22-23 Send Assessment Retreat

NOVEMBER 2019
 1-3 NCM Fall Retreat, Auburn, WA
 11 Veteran’s Day – Office Closed
 11 Missions Celebration
 11 NWBC Executive Board
 12-13 Northwest Baptist Convention,  
  Great Wolf Lodge, Grand 
  Mound, WA
 28-29 Thanksgiving - Office Closed
 

AUGUST 2019
 4-8 Collegiate Week, Falls Creek
 26 First day of classes, PNW campus

SEPTEMBER 2019
 8-15 Week of Prayer for NW 
  Missions & Northwest Impact
  Offering
 12-13 Foundation Board Meeting
 16-18 ME Essentials

OCTOBER 2019
 3-4 New Challenge Seminar
 7-18 Open Dates for Associational  
  Annual Meetings 
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Church aims for Epic effect 
on Seattle street

Northwest Baptist Witness JULY/AUGUST 20194

Epic Life worship leader Justin Shaheen is also founding partner of Pilgrim Coffeehouse.
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BORN IN A TINY MOUNTAIN TOWN IN 

NORTHERN IDAHO, IT CAME AS A 

SHOCK WHEN A GRITTY URBAN STREET IN 

SEATTLE GRABBED THE HEART OF KEITH 

CARPENTER, WHO HAS SPENT THE PAST 11 

YEARS RECLAIMING AURORA AVENUE IN 

SEATTLE, WA, FOR CHRIST’S CAUSE.

“My folks moved to Grangeville, Idaho and it was 
there I was born and gave my life to Christ,” Carpen-
ter said. “I felt a spark for ministry at 10 years old, but 
didn’t know what to do with it. After meeting my wife 
in Finland, we got married and moved to her home 
state of Minnesota.”

Carpenter gained degrees in computer science and 
business and he and Kristine began to grow their 
family with four sons. While returning late from a 
mission trip, his employer fired him and he realized he 
was “dying” in the business world.

“I started teaching a college group at our church and 
began a construction business to support us, and that 
group grew to 500 people in six years,” Carpenter 
stated. “The church was transformed and I then was 
able to devote full time to that ministry. It was always 
my goal to get students involved in the church and 
then send them out at graduation.”

While once again traveling the world with some stu-
dents on mission, Carpenter felt God tap him on the 
arm and say take a group and go to Seattle. He woke 
up weeping that night from a dream where he saw a 
street of homelessness, prostitution and evergreen 
trees. He felt a pull that he could not explain. During 
an online search, he connected with Gary Irby and 
the church planting network of the Northwest Baptist 
Convention.

“I went to Seattle and asked Gary to meet me at a 
coffee shop on Aurora Ave., a name that Kristine also 
dreamed about -- and we are not people that are 
used to having dreams and visions,” Carpenter said. 
“I had confirmations all along the way and prepared 
with a team of nine 20-somethings to come and we 
made our departure with roadblocks in the way. We 
realized how crazy we looked to everyone.”

On the eve of their departure, a home purchase 
the family secured fell through, but the group of 15 
headed west with nowhere in sight to physically land. 
Within a month an offer on another property was ac-
cepted, with no guarantee of income. The Carpenters 
began inviting people to their home for Bible study 
and asked God where to begin on Aurora Avenue 

as they drove and 
prayed over the 
neighborhood filled 
with porn shops, bars 
and palm readers.

Nearby Northgate 
Baptist Church al-
lowed the fledgling 
group to use their 
facility on Sunday 
evenings as they pre-
pared to launch Epic 
Church in a movie 

theater. But the Northgate membership had shrunk 
to 12 members, and they decided to bless the new 
congregation with the building and property when 
they realized they couldn’t continue.

“Church planting in the city is incredibly difficult,” 
Carpenter noted. “We see about 20 percent of our 
church leave every month, because they can’t afford 
to live here, not to mention the homelessness and 
resulting social ills that surrounds us. Just yesterday 
I picked up five needles before church, not to men-
tion human feces and used condoms. If God would’ve 
told me in advance, I would have fought him, but he 
protected this property for north Seattle.”

Epic Life members immersed themselves in the Au-
rora neighborhood and began making headway. The 
church offers the needy grocery items on Monday 
morning in the church parking lot and they know all 
the business owners in their area.

“We pray over them,” Carpenter said, and now only 
one of the original nine seamy businesses that were 
originally here when we arrived is still in place. That 
being said, others, such as Planned Parenthood, 
marijuana shops and massage parlors, have taken up 
residence.”

Continued on page 18

“WE CLAIMED AURORA 

AVENUE AND COULDN’T 

BE MORE EXCITED TO SEE 

HOW GOD FULFILLS HIS 

PROMISES, JUST AS HE 

DID FOR MOSES WHEN HE 

DROPPED THE CHILDREN 

OF ISRAEL IN THE 

PROMISED LAND.”

-KEITH CARPENTER

JULY/AUGUST 2019  Northwest Baptist Witness 5
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Continued on page 19

Go Churchgaining ground in growing city
IN WASHINGTON’S FASTEST-GROWING CITY 

OF RIDGEFIELD, GO CHURCH IS GAINING 

GROUND IN REACHING NEW BELIEVERS AND 

DEVELOPING A CONGREGATION TO INFLU-

ENCE THE COMMUNITY.

Started with about two dozen people, Pastor Mark 
Ford and his wife, Kristy, have led the church in 
various outreach efforts since launching with public 
services last fall. That initial public service drew more 
than 160 people.

The church also recently drew about 160 people to 
a local park for its first baptism celebration. Follow-
ing a catered barbecue dinner and time for multi-
generational activities and conversations, the church 
baptized 10 people.

“It was simply beautiful,” Ford commented after the 
service. “Ten stories, ten changed lives. Words fail.”
Standing waist-deep in Southwest Washington’s Gee 
Creek, Ford talked about the importance of baptism’s 
public profession of faith and making a personal 

commitment to Jesus as Lord as church attenders 
gathered around the candidates.

Ford stood with each of the baptism candidates and 
shared briefly about how they came to the point of 
professing their spiritual commitment and getting 
baptized.

Standing with one of the men, he spoke of the turn-
ing point that can occur by surrendering to Christ. 
“This not only represents the healing of a man,” he 
declared, “but it also represents the healing of a 

marriage.”

Of another candidate, Ford 
offered a general observation 
for everyone witnessing those 
being immersed in the water: 
“He’s not perfect. I’m not per-
fect. None of us are perfect. 
We’re going to be a church of 
messed up people.”

Prior to starting Go Church, 
Ford moved to the Northwest 
from Missouri -- where he had 
planted a church -- to become 
pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Longview, WA, about 25 miles 
north of Ridgefield. After some 
time there, he experienced 
a spiritual restlessness and 
sensed God wanting him to 

explore further ways for reaching more communities. 
Eventually, he resigned as pastor and before long 
began exploring a vision for Go Church with a hand-
ful of believers and praying about a new Southern 
Baptist church in the north Clark County community.

Commenting recently about the launch efforts last 
fall, Ford indicated hard work, spending money 
on promotion, using social media, hosting preview 
events and other ways to build relationships with 

Northwest Baptist Witness JULY/AUGUST 20196

Pastor Mark Ford (center) talks with Go Church 
baptism candidates before entering the water.
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Block Party, Family Daybrings a community together
IN THE SMALL, STRUGGLING TOWN OF WAPATO, 

LOCATED ON THE YAKAMA INDIAN RESERVA-

TION IN CENTRAL WASHINGTON, PASTOR RICH-

ARD BURSON AND MEMBERS OF FIRST BAPTIST 

CHURCH CONTINUE EFFORTS TO MAKE AN 

ETERNAL DIFFERENCE IN THE LIVES OF LOCAL 

RESIDENTS.

“It seems Wapato is a forgotten city except for those 
who work and live here,” Burson observed. “People have 
moved out of the community and few new businesses 
have moved in over the last few years.”

He noted the town of mixed demographics – 80 per-
cent Hispanic, 10 percent Native American and the re-
maining 10 percent comprising mostly people from the 
Philippines and Caucasian – is beset by drugs, violence, 
other crimes and political wrangling.

“It is a place where violence and death frequently visit 
households,” noted Burson. Nevertheless, the congre-
gation of “about 40 people attending on a good Sun-
day,” Burson said, took a bold step in late June to share 
God’s love during a Family Fun Day and Block Party at 
a local park.

Wapato City Police and two armed security guards 
helped ensure the safety of those attending. 

“The Church had not done anything of this size or 
nature for many years,” said Burson. “The heart of 
the church is one that desires to reach as many in 
this community as possible for Christ.”

Burson’s wife, Josie, led the church’s organizational 
effort. Churches throughout the Central Washing-
ton Baptist Association helped gather various block 
party games and other materials. Two volunteers 
from near by First Baptist Church of Union Gap 
helped staff a prayer station during the event.

“The spirit of the people in the community and in the 
church was one of excitement and full support for 
this event,” said Burson.

The church wrestled through its expectations, ques-
tions about whether the event would  succeed and 
making necessary adjustments to initial plans. “We 
knew it was not about us or our expectations,” said 
Burson. “We were to be faithful and reach out to the 
community as God expected us to.”

Some in the congregation thought 25 people at-
tending would be worth the effort, while others 
hoped for at least 50 people.

“We had no idea how many would come,” said the 
longtime Northwest pastor.

Continued on page 17



8 Northwest Baptist Witness JULY/AUGUST 2019

SINCE BECOMING PASTOR AT GRANT AV-

ENUE BAPTIST CHURCH, DON REEVES 

HAS FOSTERED A CULTURE OF LEADERSHIP 

DEVELOPMENT TO PREPARE YOUNG MEN AND 

WOMEN FOR MINISTRY. NOW, AFTER SERVING 

HIS CORVALLIS, OR, CHURCH AS SENIOR PAS-

TOR FOR 25 YEARS, REEVES IS TAKING IT ONE 

STEP FURTHER -- SHIFTING THE PRIMARY 

LEADERSHIP TO THE CHURCH’S ASSOCIATE 

PASTOR, BRIAN BERNARD, WHILE HE AS-

SUMES THE ROLE OF ADMINISTRATIVE PAS-

TOR.

Nestled into the college town that is home to Or-
egon State University, Grant Avenue Baptist is 
within commuting distance of the Pacific Northwest 
Campus of Gateway Seminary in Vancouver, WA 
and several staff members have availed themselves 
of the opportunity to advance their education while 
serving at the church.

“We have had 20 students from our church attend-
ing seminary, with one there now and two planning 
to attend in the fall,” Reeves said. “I have intentionally 
brought people on to develop them and their skills.”

Grant Avenue has also developed a partnership with 
Corvallis Korean Church and has shared their facility 
harmoniously for 35 years. Bernard first came on 
Reeves’ radar when he became part-time youth pas-
tor at Corvallis Korean 13 year ago while a student 
at Corban University. He expanded that ministry 

to Asian students at OSU and eventually grew the 
group to 100, who also frequently attended the 
Korean church. The English speaking youth group 
eventually merged with Grant Avenue youth.

“Corvallis Korean assumed I would go to seminary 
and they encouraged me to do so,” Bernard said. 
“They have built an additional building for classroom 
space on our property and contributed funds when 
Grant Avenue built a new welcome center.”

Bernard continued to grow in his responsibility with 
the Korean church, but with a change of senior pas-
toral leadership, it became necessary financially for 
him to make a change also, and Grant Avenue was 
given the opportunity to bring him on full time.

“Corvallis Korean had sacrificed a lot and it was dif-
ficult for them, because the students from OSU were 
connected to me and made the transition to Grant 
Avenue when I did,” Bernard stated. “We now have 
Chinese, Taiwanese, Cambodian, Malaysian and oth-
ers, with 19 languages spoken in our church now. It 
is the most ethnically diverse church in town.”

Grant Avenue was previously 90 percent Anglo 
and when the OSU college group merged with the 
church, changes resulted.

“We had to loosen up,” Reeves said. “I dropped the 
children’s sermon that I had historically done, began 
to dress more casually and our worship has changed 
a little. We have a full-time children’s ministry leader 
now, which includes half time at the preschool that 
has been run for 40 years.”

Continued on page 15

Pastor, church foster
culture of leadership, mentoring

Northwest Baptist Witness JULY/AUGUST 20198
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Brian Bernard and Don Reeves
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SOUTHERN BAPTISTS ACTED IN SUPPORT 

OF SEXUAL ABUSE SURVIVORS, EM-

BRACED ETHNIC AND GENDER DIVERSITY 

AND RALLIED AROUND THE GREAT COMMIS-

SION AT THEIR ANNUAL MEETING JUNE 11-12 

IN ALABAMA. 

Messengers strengthened their stance against sex-
ual abuse and racism by overwhelmingly approving 
two amendments to the SBC Constitution specifical-
ly stating that sexual abuse and discrimination based 
on ethnicity are grounds for a church to be deemed 
“not in friendly cooperation” with the convention.

Also approved was an amendment to the SBC’s By-
laws to repurpose the convention’s Credentials Com-
mittee into a standing committee to make inquiries 
and recommendations for action regarding instances 
of sexual abuse, racism or other issues that call a 

church’s relationship with the SBC into question.

The constitutional amendments will require a sec-
ond two-thirds messenger vote at next year’s SBC 
annual meeting in Orlando, FL. The repurposing of 
the Credentials Committee required only a two-thirds 
vote this year as an amendment to the convention’s 
Bylaws.

The annual meeting drew 8,183 messengers, SBC 
registration secretary Don Currence said in releasing 
the unofficial total. There were nearly 2,000 regis-
tered guests and more than 1,800 registered exhibi-
tors, bringing the total attendance close to 12,000.

Sexual abuse prevention
Three days before the annual meeting, the Sexual 
Abuse Advisory Study issued a report after 10 
months of work with the hope that God will use it to 

SBC  takes stand against abuse

Continued on page 16

Northwest Baptist Witness JULY/AUGUST 201910
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N       orthwest Baptists assist mission ef-
forts across the United States and 

around the world each week with generous 
financial contributions through the Coop-
erative Program, but churches in Oregon, 
Washington and north Idaho also have op-
portunity this fall to make a strong impact 
closer to home.

Churches can multiply their missions and evan-
gelistic efforts through the Northwest Bap-

tist Convention’s 2019 “Northwest Impact” 
offering and its accompanying prayer 

emphasis.

“Northwest Impact” has 
been the offering’s 

theme the last 
several years, but 

its official designation 
is the Sylvia Wilson Mission 

Offering -- in memory of the leader 
who helped bolster the Northwest Bap-

tist Convention’s early missions work.

The 2019 offering has a 
$120,000 goal to fund 

church planting, di-
saster relief min-
istries, leadership 
development and 
evangelism efforts 
among children and 
college students.

NWBC-affiliated congregations typically receive 
the offering in September, following a 7-day 
prayer emphasis. Monies collected for the 2019 
offering will be disbursed for ministry endeavors 
in 2020.

Half of the offering’s goal -- $60,000 -- is allo-
cated for church planting. The funds help enlist 
and train church planters to share God’s good 
news with unreached people in the Northwest, 
launch churches in new communities and reach 
multiple people groups across the Northwest.

Another allocation -- $16,000  is for the per-
sonal renewal, spiritual refreshment and profes-
sional development of church leaders.

The ministry of Northwest Baptist Disaster 
Relief also will be a recipient of offering funds 
($5,000). This important ministry aids those 
affected by natural disasters such as wildfires 
or flooding that regularly occur across North-
west terrains. It also helps support the ministry 
of chaplains who are called out to assist with a 
crisis.

With statistics pointing to the importance of 
sharing the gospel message with children, the 
offering provides support for Vacation Bible 
School ministries in hundreds of participating 
churches. An allocation of $5,000 is slated for 
VBS ministries.

Additionally, $16,000 allocation from the 2019 
Northwest Impact offering is for evangelism 

and mission mobilization among collegiate 
ministries. Another $8,000 is for evangelis-
tic outreach. 

The total includes $10,000 in supporting 
expenses.
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OUR CHURCH GOAL:  $
NORTHWEST iMPACT multiplies the partnership of NWBC churches to help fulfill the Great Commission in our 
neighborhoods and among the nations.
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SHARING CHRIST
WITH CHILDREN & COLLEGE STUDENTS ($21,000)

OFFERING HOPE
FOR THOSE FACING CRISIS & DISASTER ($5,000)

TRAINING LEADERS
FOR EFFECTIVE MINISTRY ($34,000)

PLANTING CHURCHES
TO TRANSFORM THE NORTHWEST’S SPIRITUAL CLIMATE ($60,000)

TOTAL GOAL: $120,000

OUR CHURCH GOAL:  $
NORTHWEST iMPACT multiplies the partnership of NWBC churches to help fulfill the Great Commission in our 
neighborhoods and among the nations.
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DAY 1: Pray for church planters Tim and Melissa Moore as they 

develop a network of  “cowboy churches” in Washington and Oregon, 

for Josh and Amy Carter as they reach families through Remedy City 

Church in the Portland metro area and for Zach and Nicole Minton as 

The Rock Church in Spokane, WA, impacts lives for Christ.

DAY 2: Pray for Pastor Carlos Rodriguez of  Iglesia Vida in the Seattle 

metro area and other pastors as they lead their churches in sharing 

the love of  Christ and as they take part in leadership development 

ministries to assist churches in multiplying and expanding ministries. 

DAY 3: Pray for church planting missionaries Ron Allen, Garry Ben-

field, Gary Floyd, Timothy Howe, Wes Hughes, Gary Irby, Ivan Monte-

negro and Phil Peters, who help mobilize church planters and mul-

tiply new work in the northwest’s urban centers and vast rural and 

suburban areas.

DAY 4: Pray for Ernie Zabala and other chaplains who serve through 

Northwest Baptist Disaster Relief  efforts. More than 600 NWBDR 

trained volunteers offer physical aid and spiritual care to people in 

crisis situations. Through their readiness and compassion, volunteers 

offer help, hope and healing to others when they need it most. 

DAY 5: Pray for Ken Harmon and Paige Wieser as they lead the work 

of  engaging college students with the gospel message and mobiliz-

ing young adults in life-changing mission efforts. Pray for the con-

tinuing multiplication of  Northwest Collegiate Ministries – now at 

work on more than a dozen campuses – and collegiate churches so 

that thousands of  young adults hear the gospel’s call on their lives.

DAY 6: Pray for preschool and children’s ministry teachers in the 

Northwest Baptist Convention’s 500 churches. Childhood and teen 

years are critical for reaching young people evangelistically and form-

ing their early faith. Through Vacation Bible Schools last year, more 

than 600 children professed faith in Christ in the Northwest. Church-

es reached more than 15,500 children enrolled in the summer effort.

DAY 7: Praise God for who He is in your life and thank Him for oppor-

tunities you have to share His love with others. Pray that Christians 

will do whatever it takes to transform the spiritual climate of  the 

Northwest.

7 
Days of  
Focused 
Prayer 

As you pray for your own 

church’s mission effort, 

join 7 Days of  Focused 

Prayer for Northwest 

Impact, a mission 

partnership of  churches 

in Oregon, Washington 

& north Idaho.



15JULY/AUGUST 2019  Northwest Baptist Witness  

The two pastors agreed when Bernard joined the 
staff that they would share preaching duties and 
essentially have co-pastored the church for the past 
three years.

“I love starting things and am entrepreneurial by 
nature,” Bernard said. “It is hard for some members 
for the young guy to lead, but Don has always given 
leadership away. This is best for me and the church 
going forward, as Don looks to retirement at some 
point in the future. It’s not as an abrupt of a change 
for the older folks.”

A high level of trust and respect is apparent between 
the two pastors. Reeves told his church council that 
this transfer of duties was his long term goal when 
Bernard came on board. And Bernard sees the ben-
efits of having someone with 25 years of experience 
and history with the church working in the office 
next to him.

Reeves made it clear to his church that this is the 
right choice and the church council recommended 

Bernard wholeheartedly to the church, which af-
firmed the change unanimously.

“I hope we can teach people that we can make tran-
sitions,” Reeves said. “You don’t own any ministry and 
it is yours to just shepherd for a season. I think this 
is a healthier model. People will have to see me let 
him lead. This is a great church and we rarely have 
conflict.”

The church continues to look outward with five 
international mission teams serving in Peru, Haiti and 
Mexico and an additional team working on a Native 
American Navaho Reservation in Arizona this year.

“We had more than 100 members go on a mission 
trip last year and that’s another way to give away 
leadership by asking others to lead those,” Bernard 
said.

“Brian is a great preacher and that has really helped,” 
Reeves reported. “This was three years in the mak-
ing and they have all fallen in love with him.”

Continued from page 8

3200 NE 109th Avenue · Vancouver, WA  98682 · 800.594.2981 

Serving future generations 
through… 

· Planned Charitable Giving 
· Investment Trust Services  

· Church Loans  
 

Connect with us today to explore  
how we can assist your family and your  

church in securing                                          
a legacy for your children. 

By Sheila Allen
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Continued from page 10

“spark a movement of healing and reform.” The 52-
page report was produced by a study group formed 
last July by Southern Baptist Convention President 
J.D. Greear.

In three sections, the report calls for the education 
of Southern Baptist churches to understand abuse, 
its prevalence, its effects, its underlying issues and 
the failures of churches; the equipping of Southern 
Baptist churches to care for abuse survivors; and the 
preparation of Southern Baptist churches to prevent 
abuse. See related reports here and here. 

Diversity
Diversity among Southern Baptists was conveyed in 
two key committee reports approved in the Birming-
ham, AL, meeting.

“The conversation about diversity is starting to yield a 
culture of diversity,” said Bucky Kennedy, chairman of 
the Committee on Nominations, which recommends 
the trustees for the SBC’s entities and members of 
its standing committees, including the newly repur-

posed Credentials Committee.

Kennedy reported that 32 percent of the new trust-
ees and committee members are female or non-
Caucasian. 

Sky Pratt, chairman of this year’s Committee on 
Committees, which nominated members of the com-
ing year’s 68-member Committee on Nominations, 
said great strides were made to ensure SBC entities 
are governed by men and women who reflect the 
ethnic diversity of the convention, and he called the 
results “historic.”

The Committee on Nominations for 2020 will be 62 
percent female or non-Caucasian, Pratt told mes-
sengers. By gender, the committee will have 41 men 
and 27 women.

IMB sending celebration
An International Mission Board sending celebration 
was popular among messengers as they honored 
the appointment of 26 new Southern Baptist inter-
national missionaries. The service illuminated a dark 
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Missionaries who will serve around the world cross the stage as part of the International Mission Board’s 
Sending Celebration during the 2019 Southern Baptist Convention. (Photo by Matt Jones)
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By Erin Roach, Baptist Press

Birmingham-Jefferson Convention Center arena with 
colorful banners and praise music and included mis-
sionaries telling why they are going to the nations. 
Moments earlier, IMB President Paul Chitwood had 
reported that Southern Baptists continue working 
toward seeing the vision of Revelation 7:9 fulfilled. 
He said fulfilling that vision will require cross-cultural 
missionaries from many nations.

‘Who’s Your One?’
Johnny Hunt, senior vice president of evangelism 
and leadership at the North American Mission Board, 
promoted the “Who’s Your One?” personal evange-
lism campaign, calling on Southern Baptists to think 
of one lost person they can pray for and share the 
gospel with. 

Hunt announced a Who’s Your One tour starting this 
fall, going to at least 70 cities in the next three years. 
He hopes pastors and lay leaders will attend the 
Sunday evening events followed by Monday morn-
ing sessions on how to train and inspire churches in 
evangelism.

New officers
Kathy Litton, director of planter spouse development 
for the North American Mission Board, was elected 
registration secretary, becoming the first woman to 
serve in the position. 

Greear was reelected by acclamation to a second 
term as president and will lead a diverse slate of 
officers including Marshal Ausberry of Virgina, first 
vice president; Noe Garcia of Arizona, second vice 
president; John Yeats of Missouri, recording secre-
tary; and Litton.

President’s address
During his president’s address, Greear, pastor of The 
Summit Church in North Carolina, offered three de-
fining values he believes should shape the future of 
the SBC: prioritize the gospel above all, be willing to 
do whatever it takes to reach all people and commit 
to sending every member.

“The power to ‘do’ in the Christian life comes only 
from being soaked in the fuel of what has been 
done,” Greear said. “That’s why the gospel has to be 
above all. A church without the gospel at the center 
is a church without power.”
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In other news: 
-- Four of 23 motions presented by messengers 
this year related to sexual abuse, including one to 
request that entities report next year about their ef-
forts at preventing abuse and one to consider devel-
oping a way for smaller churches to request funding 
for investigations of sexual abuse allegations.

-- Greear hosted three panel discussions at the an-
nual meeting. One addressed racial reconciliation, 
another addressed how to keep secondary doctrinal 
issues secondary and a third addressed the value of 
women in God’s mission.

-- In their annual Crossover evangelism outreach, 
Southern Baptists knocked on the doors of 10,409 
homes, had 1,817 gospel conversations, prayed with 
2,251 people and saw 364 people place their faith 
in Jesus, according to organizers.

Block Party Impact
Continued from page 7

When the event finally started on the set day, there 
were few cars in the parking lot except for those 
of the workers and church members, who began 
wondering if they’d set themselves up for disappoint-
ment?

“Then they began to come -- people walking with 
their families,” recalled Burson. “There was car after 
car of people pulling into the parking lot and getting 
out and bringing their family in. People were smiling 
and laughing in the park that day.

“People were visiting and talking about how great 
it was to have an event like this in their community,” 
said Burson, who estimated attendance at more than 
200.

In a community often overlooked, “a whole lot of 
families and children had a very good day,” said 
Burson. “But the most important thing that happened 
was there were four professions of faith at the 
prayer station and sixty people ask for more informa-
tion about the church.”

(Adapted for The Witness)
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Continued from page 5

2019 LIFE ENRICHMENT CONFERENCE:
A Retreat for Those over 50

City of Seattle leaders approached the congrega-
tion last year, asking the church to host a community 
meeting for civic and business owners of North 
Seattle, which resulted in the church being asked to 
lead in an effort to create an urban village in the very 
neighborhood they have been ministering. For seven 
years the church has also a community-wide event 
that celebrates North Seattle with business booths, 
music and a carnival.

“We have the blessing of the city and a grant from 
them to help with the expense,” Carpenter said. “We 
told business leaders we believe strongly in Jesus 
Christ and his redemption and if you’re okay with 
us leading with that in mind, we will do it – and they 
agreed.”

Another ministry component at Epic Life is Pilgrim’s 
Coffee, a for-profit business dedicated to roasting 
and serving coffee at area events, which is also used 
to bless other area churches. A 1940s-era truck has 
been retrofitted with modern coffee-making  tech-
nology, and the church envisions opening multiple 
brick and mortar coffee shops on Aurora Avenue to 

purposefully be in the business world in a way that 
connects people.

“We would like to have two trucks and already are 
partnering with other church plants to help them 
connect with their neighborhoods,” Carpenter added. 
“We source our coffee from mission agencies 
around the world or farmer co-ops that are a ministry 
themselves. Any money we make goes to support 
church planting.”

Carpenter is  entrepreneurial by nature and envi-
sions starting 100 churches, with 3 already under-
way. He also started a local pastor’s group that now 
has 23 in attendance. The church also operates a 
preschool three days a week to offer a family-friend-
ly ministry in their own neighborhood.

“We claimed Aurora Avenue and couldn’t be more 
excited to see how God fulfills his promises, just as 
he did for Moses when he dropped the children of 
Israel in the promised land.”

By Sheila Allen
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Guest name

Address

Phone #

Church
Send fees and room request to: NWBC Senior Adult Retreat, 3200 NE 109th Ave., Vancouver, WA 98682

Email

Building Choice
Name of roommate if
Other than spouse
______ I prefer to stay in my RV and would like  
 information about nearby parks & costs. 

Special Guests:
• Randy Adams, Executive Director, Northwest 
 Baptist Convention, Vancouver, WA
• Bobby and Sharon Watkins, retired Worship 
 Leaders, Spokane, WA
• Tim Lovelace, Christian comedian
Registration Information:
•  Lodging assignments made upon registration and   
 payment received
•  Room requests are considered but not guaranteed

# of guests 
per room

1
2
3
4

Rate per
Guest
215.00
200.00
185.00
170.00

Beach Front

Check here if you would like to come but do not have transportation

(Not all rooms have ocean view - See 
www.cbcc.net for more facility information)

Pacific View
# of guests 
per room

1
2
3
4

Rate per
Guest
215.00
200.00
185.00
170.00

Pay $50 a month with balance paid by October 12, 2019

Questions? Contact Marsha Gray 503.320.9296 or SAR@nwbaptist.org

Prices are per person and include:
•  Monday & Tuesday Dinner
•  Tuesday & Wednesday Breakfast

2019 LIFE ENRICHMENT CONFERENCE:
A Retreat for Those over 50

OCT. 21-23  //  CANNON BEACH CONFERENCE CENTER  //  CANNON BEACH , OR

neighbors and community leaders were important for 
introducing the church to large numbers of people 
those first few weeks. 

“We worked our tails off,” he noted. “We served the 
community. We prayed our guts out that people 
would show up and God would move. In short, we 
got a crowd in the doors on launch day, because that 
was our goal.

“And not unlike Pentecost, God showed up when the 
church assembled for the first service,” he added. 
“He continues to show up every Sunday and thank-
fully there are some people there to experience it. 
Some of the individuals we are baptizing now were 
there that very first day.”

The Washington State Office of Financial Manage-
ment in June estimated Ridgefield’s population 
for 2019 at nearly 9,000 people, up more than 15 
percent from the prior year. The town was also the 

Continued from page 6 state’s fastest-growing city from 2013-14, according 
to the state office. Washington’s 2019 population 
estimate overall is more than 7,546,000.

Begun in partnership with the Northwest Baptist 
Convention, Go Church has since garnered ad-
ditional partnerships, including the North American 
Mission Board and the Baptist General Convention 
of Texas.

It’s one of more than 60 church plants supported, in 
part, by the convention’s Cooperative Program and 
the Northwest Impact Offering.

Ford and Go Church’s other leaders intend to de-
velop a multiplying church planting network as part 
of its ongoing mission efforts.

On the Internet, go to gochurchpnw.com to learn 
more about the church and how to pray for its 
ministry. The website includes a link to Ford’s church 
planting blog.

By Cameron Crabtree
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January through June Budget vs Actual Comparison
   Budget               Actual           Variance

                        1,439,998               1,462,605        22,607  

Cooperative Program Giving ...

 J-J 19
Auburn-Igl Hispana LifeWay 584 
Auburn-Lifeway Ch Auburn 50 
Bellevue-Awakening Church  1,254  
Bellevue-Lake Hills  1,031  
Bellevue-Leaven Church  2,100  
Bellevue-Well Commun  3,250  
Bellingham-Living Word 600 
Bellingham-Crossroads 500 
Blk Diamond-Chap Wood  3,655  
Bonney Lake-Church Club 1 10 
Bothell-Living Spring 410 
Bothell-CrossPointe  6,669  
Bothell-Dwelling Place  2,733  
Bothell-Queensgate 600 
Bothell-Tabern de Dios 454 
Burlington-Calvary  2,050  
Camano Island-Restoration  2,589  
Clear Lake-FBC 900 
Darrington-Mt View  1,890  
Des Moines-The Mountain  3,536  
Edmonds-North Seattle 100 
Edmonds-One In Christ 300 
Edmonds-Rock of Hope  3,426  
Enumclaw-FBC  1,350  
Everett-Journey  5,822  
Everett-Redemption Ch  1,000  
Everett-Bethlehem Korean 50 
Everett-Good News Rom 500 
Everett-Pinehurst  5,407  
Everett-S Everett Comm  2,900  
Everett-Silver Lake 839 
Everett-Ukrainian  2,500  
Fed Way-First Ukranian 600 
Fed Way-Bethel 600 
Fed Way-Christ Church 300 
Fed Way-Cross Life 600 
Fed Way-FBC 150 
Fed Way-Good Neighbor 800 
Fed Way-Korean-Amer  6,861  
Fed Way-Lifeway  4,200  

Fed Way-Nine Lakes  1,113  
Fed Way-SoundSide  4,291  
Federal Way-City Center 994 
Hamilton-FBC  8,861  
Issaquah-Foothills  9,386  
Issaquah-Summit  8,424  
Kent-Bread of Life 201 
Kent-Chin-Burmese 300 
Kent-Evangelical  1,200  
Kent-International Christian 300 
Kent-Sequoia  8,000  
Kent-Turningpoint  9,858  
Lake Stevens-Lake Country  3,000  
Lakewood-Emmaus 300 
Lakewood-FBC  38,213  
Lakewood-Good Shepherd 360 
Lakewood-Kaleo Community  1,453  
Lakewood-Vietnam Lifeway 100 
Lynden-La Vid Verdadera  2,186  
Lynnwood-Healing 75 
Lynnwood-EagleWing 271 
Lynnwood-Global Mission 300 
Lynnwood-Japanese 358 
Lynnwood-Martha Lk  2,292  
Lynnwood-Meadowdale Com. 290 
Lynnwood-Seattle Bridge  3,010  
Lynnwood-Slavic of Seattle 400 
Maple Falls-Mt. Baker 622 
Maple Valley-Hope  30,353  
Marysville-Emmanuel  2,466  
Milton-Loving First 105 
Monroe-FBC  18,357  
Mount Vernon-Christian  2,025  
Mount Vernon-Trinity  3,082  
Oak Harbor-Christian Fellow 300 
Oak Harbor-Southern  4,813  
Puyallup-High Pointe  17,109  
Puyallup-South Hill  1,341  
Puyallup-Sunrise  15,105  
Redmond-FBC Rose Hill 750 
Redmond-Meadowbrook  31,627  

Renton-Agape Vietnamese  1,200  
Renton-Church of Beloved  5,000  
Renton-Iglesia Vida  1,900  
Renton-NewStory  1,863  
Renton-Sunset  4,466  
Renton-Trinity  2,400  
Saesoon Baptist Church 282 
Sammamish-21st Century 889 
SeaTac-Mision Hispanic Baut. 190 
SeaTac-Riverton Heights 400 
Seattle-The Hallows  6,000  
Seattle-Chinese Southern  16,046  
Seattle-Epic Life  1,986  
Seattle-FBC Beverly Pk  1,654  
Seattle-Gracepoint 400 
Seattle-Living Water Chinese 755 
Seattle-New Covenant 250 
Seattle-Roots Community  3,798  
Seattle-Thien An 900 
Seattle-Two Bridges 536 
Sedro Woolley-Cross Cntry  2,260  
Sedro Woolley-Skagit 700 
Sedro Woolley-Valley  2,175  
Snohomish-Bridge  3,018  
Snohomish-BridgeCity  3,197  
Spanaway-SE Asian 17 
Sultan-FBC  2,320  
Sultan-Lighthouse  1,358  
Tacoma-The Pathway 926 
Tacoma-E.Tacoma Christian 150 
Tacoma-Filipino Inter 875 
Tacoma-Good News 400 
Tacoma-Highland Hill  2,730  
Tacoma-Japanese Intl  3,096  
Tacoma-New Beginnings 49 
Tacoma-New Hope 73 
Tacoma-Tacoma FBC  36,000  
Tacoma-VMCM 180 
Yelm-First  2,494  
Yelm-Ignite Church  1,474  
Zomi-Seattle 640 
Total:  421,809  

 J-J19 
Bremerton-Sonshine  1,878  
Castle Rock-FBC  4,065  
Centralia-Alder Street 100 
Chehalis-Dayspring  2,241  
Dryad-Community  2,478  
Elma-Bethany  1,304  
Forks-FBC  6,666  
Kalama-Kalama  5,610  
Lacey-FBC  7,492  
Lacey-New Zion 750 

Region 1

Region 2
Longview-Beacon Hill  1,412  
Longview-FBC  37,834  
Longview-Highlands 619 
Longview-La Iglesia 684 
Longview-Robert Gray  4,454  
Longview-Valley  14,896  
Ocean Shores-Faith Com  2,778  
Olympia, Westwood   1,750  
Olympia-Vietnamese 200 
Olympia-McKenzie Road  12,689  
Port Angeles-Hillcrest  3,292  

Region 3

Port Hadlock-Oak Bay 513 
Port Orchard-Evergreen 160 
Port Orchard-FBC  5,880  
Port Townsend-San Juan  8,414  
Rainier-Delena 472 
Scappoose-Creekside  1,876  
Sequim-FBC  9,143  
Silverdale-Clear Creek  1,626  
Silverdale-Kitsap Christian 300 
Toledo-FBC  11,637  
Total:  153,212  
 

 J-J19 
Battle Ground-Parkway 129 
Beavercrk-NW Contexture  3,272  
Beaverton-FBC  5,140  
Beaverton-Global 100 
Beaverton-Iglesia Bautista  3,006  
Beaverton-New Creation  1,612  
Beaverton-Trinity Ch & Ministry 49 
Bingen-FBC 773 
Boring-Iglesia Vida Nueva  2,780  
Camas-Lacamas Heights  1,960  
Clackamas-Trinity  4,599  
Estacada-Clackamas Vly  1,545  
Forest Grove-Fellowship 220 
Forest Grove-The Crossing  1,169  
Goldendale-Columbus Ave  8,485  
Gresham-Pathway  61,850  
Gresham-Punto de Gracia 180 
Hillsboro-New Life  2,840  
Hood River-Tucker Road  3,131  
Klickitat-Klickitat Valley 812 
Lake Oswego-Lake Bible 600 
McMinnville-Grace  1,434  
McMinnville-Valley  14,653  

Newberg-Chehalem Valley  13,344  
Odell-FBC  1,014  
Portland-Woodstock Com 90 
Prtld-Flavel Street 300 
Prtld-Mien Fellowship 600 
Prtld-Antioch Christian 600 
Prtld-East Bridge  1,571  
Prtld-Evergreen 100 
Prtld-Hope International  4,511  
Prtld-Kaleo Communities 821 
Prtld-Korean Logos  1,200  
Prtld-Mill Park  5,049  
Prtld-New Life Intnl 300 
Prtld-Peninsula 300 
Prtld-Rejoice  1,561  
Prtld-Remedy City  4,622  
Prtld-Renaissance 100 
Prtld-Romanian 600 
Prtld-Sojourn Community 246 
Prtld-Solid Rock 970 
Prtld-Spring of Life  5,260  
Prtld-The Common  1,206  
Prtld-Vancouver Ave 300 
Prtld-Word- Life Romanian  3,676  

Prtld-Zomi Bethel  1,745  
Ridgefield-GO  6,174  
Rufus-Bapt Ch at Rufus 220 
The Dalles-Emmanuel  2,246  
Tigard-Hall Blvd  5,982  
Tigard-Japanese Intnl  1,200  
Tillamook-Life Change  3,060  
Vancouver-Ukrainian 300
Vancouver-A Family Network  340 
Vancouver-Arabic 220 
Vancouver-CrossPointe  16,283  
Vancouver-Evergreen  3,290  
Vancouver-Grace 650 
Vancouver-Gtr Faith MBC 175 
Vancouver-Iglesia Belen  1,020  
Vancouver-Korean 400 
Vancouver-Project Truth  1,300  
Vancouver-Revival 900 
Vancouver-Romanian  2,843  
Vancouver-Song of Hope 600 
Vancouver-Trinity  1,800  
Vancouver-Vietnamese 400 
Vancouver-Vietnamese Heart  1,968  
Wilsonville-Creekside  6,183  
Total:  227,975  

Region 5

 J-J19 
Albany-Calvary  1,711  
Albany-Knox Butte 120 
Albany-Nueva Esperanza 454 
Bend-River Woods 100 
Bend-Summit Community 336 
Canyonville-Canyon Creek 304 
Corvallis-Branch  5,666  
Corvallis-Grant Avenue  15,761  
Cottage Grove-Calvary  1,824  
Cottage Grove-Hope  2,173  
Creswell-New Hope  13,500  
Dallas-FBC 300 
Dexter-Dexter Baptist 246 
Drain-FBC 250 
Eugene-Fairfield  16,650  
Eugene-Japanese 74 
Eugene-Riviera  4,753  
Florence-FBC  11,629  
Glendale-Glendale  2,696  
Gold Beach-Riley Creek 120 
Grants Pass-Solid Rock  2,391  
K Falls-Ch on Homedale  9,397  
Keizer-Cristiana Renuevo  2,323  
La Pine-Whispering Pines 878 
Lakeview-Trinity  1,216  
Lebanon-Trinity  3,091  
Lebanon-Trinity Espanol 103 
Lincoln City-Pacific 494 
Madras-FBC  2,276  

Medford-Living Hope  1,934  
Medford-Lozier Lane  2,871  
Medford-New Horizon 947 
Monmouth-Cultivate  4,691  
Newport-Calvary  1,353  
North Bend-FBC  2,733  
Phoenix-FBC  2,660  
Prineville-Calvary  2,899  
Prospect-Prospect 265 
Redmond-HBC Espanol 330 
Redmond-Highland  80,147  
Reedsport-Highlands  1,582  
Rogue River-Grace  4,423  
Roseburg-Faith & Reason 460 
Roseburg-Vine Street  10,262  
Salem-Capital  12,270  
Salem-Living Water 676 
Siletz-Sacred Ground 421 
Springfield-East Side  5,874  
Springfield-Grace Korean  1,046  
Springfield-Trinity  3,545  
Sweet Home-Freedom 916 
Terrebonne-Smith Rock  2,500  
Toledo-FBC  1,180  
Waldport-FBC  1,500  
Warm Springs-Warm Sprgs  1,485  
White City-Trinity 600 
Winston-Community  3,956  
Total:  254,361  
 
  

 J-J19 
Airway Hts-Airway Hts  8,820  
Airway Hts-Spokane Rock  1,250  
Athol-Athol  11,960  
Benton City-FBC  1,921  
Boardman-FBC  1,125  
Bonners Ferry-Boundary 407 
Brewster-Calvary 800 
Burbank-Trinity  1,982  
Cashmere-Evergreen  5,972  
Cheney-Fellowship  2,186  
Clarkston-Sonrise  3,297  
Clarkston-Trinity 780 
Coeur d’Alene-Emmanuel  1,200  
Dayton-Faith Chapel 300 
Deer Park-FBC 324 
E Wenatchee-Eastmont  26,691  
Ellensburg-Chestnut St  10,221  
Grandview-Valley Life  3,512  
Greenacres-Greenacres 600 
Harrison-Community  3,900  
Heppner-Willow Creek  3,271  
Hermiston-Grace  1,531  
Hermiston-New Beginnings  1,087  
Ione-Ione  1,507  
Kellogg-FBC  1,119  
Kennewick-Crossview  1,200  
Kennewick-Finley First  1,200  
Kennewick-Hillview  3,713  
Kennewick-Kennewick  54,231  
Kennewick-Quinault 774 
La Grande-The Way  1,149  
La Grande-Trinity 880 
Leavenworth-FBC  5,983  
Lewiston-Orchards  5,433  
Lewiston-Tammany  17,071  
Mead-Crossover 250 
Moscow-Trinity  1,050  
Moses Lake-Emmanuel  1,503  
Newport-Newport So  4,917  
Northport-FBC 500 

Oakesdale-FBC 688 
Orofino-FBC  1,335  
Otis Orchards-Starr Rd 200 
Pasco-Redeemer Tri-Cities 429 
Pasco-Emmanuel  1,732  
Pasco-International 260 
Paterson-Community 950 
Pendleton-Pendleton  5,919  
Pilot Rock-Life Church  1,790  
Prosser-Calvary 965 
Pullman-Emmanuel  15,261  
Pullman-Grace and Glory  1,134  
Pullman-Resonate 500 
Rathdrum-New Beg  2,128  
Rice-Victory  1,240  
Richland-Reata Sprgs  7,500  
Richland-Richland  95,653  
Richland-Richland Hghts  1,000  
Spirit Lake-Spirit Lake  2,082  
Spokane Valley-Dishman  4,600  
Spokane Valley-East Valley  2,601  
Spokane Valley-The Rock  2,605  
Spokane Valley-Valleypoint  2,855  
Spokane-Crestline  1,756  
Spokane-Driscoll Blvd  6,843  
Spokane-North Addison  3,992  
Spokane-Springhill Bible  1,200  
St Maries-College Ave 816 
Union Gap-FBC  1,083  
W Richland-Grace&Truth  5,273  
W Richland-Reliance Fellow  4,200  
Walla Walla-Blue Mt  3,434  
Walla Walla-Kairos 900 
Wapato-FBC  2,476  
Wenatchee-Valley  2,700  
Yakima-Terrace Hghts  3,573  
Yakima-The Cross  11,266  
Yakima-The River  1,718  
Zillah-Mtn View 904 
Total:  401,179  
 

Region 4

Report only includes churches that have contributed through the 
Northwest Baptist Convention January - June 2019. A full report of all 

NWBC churches is available at www.gonbw.org/cp/

... partnering with more than 46,000 churches to make Christ known at home, across the nation, and around the world.
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RESOLUTIONS AND “SWEEPING STATE-

MENTS ARE NOT SUFFICIENT” TO TACKLE 

THE CRISIS OF SEX ABUSE, SOUTHERN BAP-

TIST CONVENTION PRESIDENT J.D. GREEAR 

DECLARED JUNE 12 AT THE 2019 SBC AN-

NUAL MEETING IN ALABAMA.

“Victims have told us, words without follow-up ac-
tions are worse than no words at all,” Greear said 
in an update on the Sexual Abuse Advisory Study 
he and the Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission 
formed in 2018. Victims “want to see ... that we care 
enough about this issue to do whatever it takes to 
make our churches safe for survivors and safe from 
abuse.”

Greear offered eight “action steps” for churches af-
ter messengers approved an SBC bylaw amendment 
and a constitutional amendment addressing sexual 
abuse, although the constitutional amendment can 
only become effective if two-thirds of messengers 
in 2020 also approve it. Greear’s recommendations 
also follow 10 “calls to action against sex abuse” he 
issued back in February during an SBC Executive 
Committee meeting in Nashville.

In a press conference at the close of the annual 
meeting, Greear affirmed progress made at the an-
nual meeting.

“It was a defining moment in regards to what kind of 

SBC affirms ‘call to action’

Continued on page 22
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SBC President J.D. Greear presents the 52-page Southern 
Baptist Sexual Abuse Advisory Study Report. (Photo by Van Payne)
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Continued from page 21
witnesses we are going to be,” he said. “I believe the 
right tone was set in some of these discussions.”

Addressing sexual abuse in particular is an ongoing 
commitment, he said at the press conference.

“We’ve tried to be very clear that this is not some-
thing to put on a list and check off and say, ‘Okay, we 
dealt with that in 2019,’” Greear said. “This is a mile-
stone in something that will go on for the rest of our 
lives. It is the inculcation of certain values, and the 
inculcation of an awareness in a way of approaching 
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things that will not just shape 2019, 
but will shape future generations.
“And I believe it was done in pursuit 
of our mission. This is the way that 
God teaches us to be,” Greear said, 
“because the gospel teaches us to 
not only protect the vulnerable, but to 
lay down our lives for the vulnerable 
like God did. And we believe that the 
reflection of that is that we are doing 
everything we can do to make our 
churches safe places for the vulner-
able and to make them safe from 
abuse.”

Churches should be willing to do the 
necessary work to make churches 
safe, said the North Carolina pastor 
in his report to the SBC.

“Is not the integrity of our gospel wit-
ness worth this price?” Greear posed. 
“And yes, if some churches have to 
go the extra mile to demonstrate they 
are above reproach in this area, that 
should be a price that they are eager 
and willing to pay.

“So Southern Baptists at this mo-
ment we have to ask ourselves, and 
I ask you -- are you ready to do all 
that you can to confront this South-
ern Baptist abuse crisis for the sake 
of the people that God gave into our 
care, and for the sake of the gospel 
witness and its integrity?”

Greear and others took part in the 
report with public prayers of lament, 
repentance, sorrow and guidance, in-

cluding a prayer offered by Mary DeMuth, an abuse 
survivor, author and advocate. DeMuth is featured in 
the “Caring Well” report the Sexual Abuse Advisory 
Study issued June 8. Greear invited abuse survivors, 
and friends of survivors, to stand on the convention 
floor as prayers were offered.

“Our majestic, sovereign, empathetic, beautiful 
Father in heaven, we repent of how we have failed 
to love those who struggle in our midst,” DeMuth 
prayed, “and we recognize your holy rumblings in the 
midst of the sexual abuse crisis. We have not always 

Messengers hold up new curriculum given to each attendee called 
“Becoming a Church that Cares Well for the Abused” as SBC President 
J.D. Greear prays. (Photo by Van Payne)
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wept with those who weep. We have not always 
crossed the street with the Good Samaritan, incon-
veniencing ourselves for those who bleed.

“We have sometimes preferred our institutions and 
systems to the cries of the wounded in our midst,” 
she confessed to God. 

“We have failed to acknowledge the very real grief 
and trauma of survivors, abandoning them to feel 
alone, bereft and untouchable.... We have not rightly 
understood the nature of wolves in our midst, and 
there have been times when we jumped to believe 
their howls of innocence over the cries of those they 
have devoured,” she prayed in part.

Greear encouraged churches not to hide behind 
autonomy, which has never precluded accountability. 
Action is critical, Greear said, but success will only 
come by God’s hand.

In his eight updated action steps, Greear urged 
churches to unite together with:

-- The right heart, grievously lamenting the presence 
of abuse in our churches and taking responsibility for 
getting rid of it.

-- The right public statements. “Let me be clear, 

statements are not enough, but our statements can 
signal our intentions and our resolve.”

-- The right partnerships. What must continue, 
Greear said, are partnerships already initiated among 
Southern Baptist seminaries and other entities, state 
conventions and associations addressing the issue.

-- The right training. The ERLC has redesigned its 
national conference to address abuse prevention, 
awareness and care Oct. 3-5 in Dallas.

-- The right resources. Also available is the new mul-
timedia resource, “Becoming a Church that Cares 
Well for the Abused,” developed by LifeWay Christian 
Resources, ERLC and the advisory group. The SBC 
distributed the free resource to messengers.

-- The right governing documents.

-- The right ministry screening process for ordination.

-- The right unified call to action. Initiating the 
recommended steps and using available resources 
across the SBC family is important to successfully 
tackling the issue, Greear said.

Trillia Newbell prays during a time of lament and repentance during
the Southern Baptist Convention. (Photo by Van Payne)
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NORTHWEST BAPTIST CONVENTION ANNUAL MEETING
NOVEMBER 12-13  //  GREAT WOLF LODGE

20500 OLD HIGHWAY 99 SW, CENTRALIA, WA 98531
MISSIONS CELEBRATION NOV. 11

To make a reservation call 1.866.941.9653 and refer to booking code 1911NWBC. Please identify yourself as 
being a member of our group in order to receive the special negotiated rates. The negotiated rates 

include free parking and resort fees are waived. Reservations need to be made by Thursday, October 10, 2019 to 
insure the negotiated rates. Standard room rate for single or family is $129 per night.


