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VIEWPOINT by Randy Adams, Executive Director

GOD’S WORK IN THE NORTHWEST ENCOURAGES US

In a world where tragedy, scandal, and politics domi-
nate the news, sometimes you need to hear a good, 
refreshing word. With that in mind, I want to share 
some of the really good things happening in the 
Northwest.

As I write, 28 people are gathered in our Northwest 
Baptist Center learning how to serve churches as 
“transitional pastors.” These are leaders who’ve spent 
their lives as pastors, and now they will continue to 
serve churches seeking their next pastors. 

This spring a preaching conference served 40 pas-
tors, followed by another on reaching and caring for 
people (Count the Cost), with about the same num-
ber attending. “Count the Cost” is something you’ll 
be hearing more about as it will help any church 
regardless of size, location, ethnicity or language. 
We’ve also had 128 attend children’s ministry and 
VBS training this spring. Our annual Women’s Sum-
mit had 302 women, by far our largest attendance 
ever. One person reported she brought a friend who 
was a Buddhist and she gave her life to Christ during 
the Summit!

Our annual Student Conference had 440 in at-
tendance, with 12 professions of faith. Our NWBC 
student ministry leader, Lance Logue, invited two 
boys playing basketball outside on the host church 
grounds to join the conference. They said they 
weren’t there for the conference, but he told them 
they were welcome to attend. They did, and both 
boys prayed to receive Christ!

In April we had 247 gather for our annual NWBC 
Church Planter’s Retreat. This included 58 pastors, 
45 spouses and over 100 of their kids. Twenty-two 
volunteers taught the VBS curriculum to the kids. 
Languages represented among these church plant-
ers included English, Spanish, Korean, Cambodian, 
Vietnamese, Romanian and Mandarin.

What about Northwest Baptist Disaster Relief?  In 
April, 140 DR volunteers attended a two-day train-
ing event, preparing for wherever and whenever they 
might be deployed. If you have a disaster in your 
area, know that we have people ready to serve. 

You are providing all types of leadership training 
and resources by supporting missions through the 
Cooperative Program. When people are trained, 
you are providing the training through the NWBC. 
When Disaster Relief volunteers are deployed, you 
are sending them through the commitment of your 
church to invest in a cooperative mission strategy. 
At our church planting retreat, I told all of our church 
planters that every cooperating NWBC church is 
investing in them through Cooperative Program 
missions giving and through the Northwest Impact 
missions offering.

All of these numbers represent people, and most of 
these numbers represent people trained for ministry 
in our churches -- your church!  Is it making a differ-
ence? Yes. According to our Annual Church Profile, 
our information reporting system, worship atten-
dance increased in our NWBC churches to 33,433 
in 2018, up from 29,412 in 2017. Small group 
attendance increase to 20,406, up from 18,455 in 
2017. Total baptisms reported by our churches were 
1,742. This number is down from 1,954 the previous 
year, but the general trend over five years is up. That 
said, we must make sharing the gospel a top prior-
ity and it is our commitment to help you by providing 
resources and training yearly.

One final word: pray for the 115 people from 26 of 
our NWBC churches who will serve hundreds of IMB 
workers and their children in Asia this summer.   

I hope this brief report encourages you as it does 
me. It is a good day to serve the Lord in the North-
west!   
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MOMENTUM   STUDENT CONFERENCE 2019
Teenagers made forward progress in their spiritual 
journeys at the recent student conference sponsored 
by the Northwest Baptist Convention. With approxi-
mately 450 students and leaders attending from 40 
churches, boundless energy filled the halls of host 
Pathway Church in Gresham, OR, and teens showed 
immediate receptivity to the Brent Crowe’s message 
of Jesus’ invitation to join his movement.

“The moment we reach up to Jesus determines all 
other moments of your life,” Crowe said. “A life that 
is absent of God’s grace will always lead to a tragic 
place and lead to one’s undoing.”

Participants were treated to quality options of small 
group discipleship courses that supported the “Mo-
mentum” theme.
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MOMENTUM   STUDENT CONFERENCE 2019
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NORTHWEST WOMEN ACROSS A SPEC-

TRUM OF AGES AND ETHNIC BACK-

GROUNDS PARTICIPATED IN THE 2019 

WOMEN’S SUMMIT, SPONSORED BY THE 

NORTHWEST BAPTIST CONVENTION IN 

RECENT WEEKS.

Gathering around a theme of “Perspective – pursu-
ing what matters,” the event drew more than 300 
women to Lake Bible Church in Lake Oswego, OR, 
from all walks of life and offered general sessions 
and breakout seminars designed to help women 
deepen their spiritual journeys.

Keynote speaker Gayla Parker, an adjunct professor 
at Ouachita Baptist University in Arkansas and hos-
pice chaplain, encouraged attendees to participate in 
active compassion wherever they are in life.
Parker, an author 
with 35 years of 
ministry experi-
ence, including 
service with the 
International 
Mission Board 
in the Philip-
pines and as a 
women’s ministry 
consultant for 
two Southern 
Baptist state conventions, is passionate about open-
ing the word of God with women and putting feet to 
the gospel message.

“Scripture shows us that four friends brought one to 
Jesus for healing,” Parker said. “You must train, run, 
consider the prize before you. Why do we turn peo-
ple away who need help and are in need? Because 
it’s messy and we get frustrated, tired and weary. But 
we race to the prize because if we take our eyes off 
of it we will miss it.”

Parker reminded participants that the four friends 
had to carry the weight of their companion together.

“There’s an African saying that if you want to get 

there fast, go alone, but if you want to go far, go to-
gether,” Parker noted. “That’s how we accomplish our 
mission. Every person you bring to Jesus is magnify-
ing the presence of God. People don’t need to see 
our hearts but that of Jesus.”

A plethora of specialized topics were available in 
small group settings for women during the confer-
ence and included a teen track for the younger set. 

“We must dismiss any idea of the Lord looking down 
with wonder at our grief,” said Charlean Hughes, dur-
ing her session on grief and loss. A hospice chaplain 
for 11 years, Hughes has watched and walked with 
many who are grieving. “We are in the fellowship of 
suffering and joy and must remind ourselves that we 
have many emotions, which can all be healthy.”

Hughes noted grieving processes are particular to 
each individual and that caring for others means re-
fraining from telling others “we know” how they feel.

“Even though many people have told me later how 
much I help them with my words as they grieved, I 
honestly mostly listened,” Hughes added. “There are 
appropriate words we can say, but hearing others 
and respecting their grief is key.”

Other topics explored at the conference were invest-
ing in others through discipleship, embracing inter-
nationals, making decisions God’s way, leadership 
skills, dealing with criticism and more.

Beverly Evans of Gresham, OR, guided a study on 
“lifting your prodigals into the arms of Abba.” She 
reminded participants that prodigals are not those 
who go to their in-laws for Christmas or choose a 
different sports team to support.

WOMEN’S SUMMIT PURSUES    WHAT MATTERS
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By Sheila Allen

“If your child is following God, even in a different 
way that you, that is not a prodigal,” Evans said. “A 
prodigal squanders intimacy with God by choosing 
other pursuits. Some ask how long with it take for 
my prodigal to return and there is no timeline – it 
takes what it takes. Your prodigal may not be at the 
end of their journey and that grieves us. We hate the 
pain it causes in our lives. We often have to accept 
that I will not be the one who convinces my prodigal 
to come home but I might be there to welcome him 
home.”

The conference provided opportunities for women 
to deepen relationships with old friends and new 
around meal and break times. One participant report-
ed that if she had known how great the conference 
was, she would have brought many more friends 
with her.

Leading the confer-
ence was Nancy 
Hall, women’s 
specialist for the 
Northwest Baptist 
Convention and the 
Northwest Women 
Serve Team 2019. 
Upcoming events 
to calendar are the 
NW Women Mis-
sions Celebration 
and Dessert on 
November 11 at the 
Great Wolf Lodge in 

Centralia, WA, and the 2020 NW Women’s Summit 
April 17-18, with location to be announced later.

“THERE’S AN AFRICAN 

SAYING THAT IF YOU 

WANT TO GET THERE 

FAST, GO ALONE, 

BUT IF YOU WANT 

TO GO FAR, 

GO TOGETHER.”

-GAYLA PARKER

WOMEN’S SUMMIT PURSUES    WHAT MATTERS

Gayla Parker was the keynote speaker for the annual 
Women’s Summit, held in Lake Oswego, OR.
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THE “TRUEST THING ABOUT YOU IS THAT 

YOU ARE THE BELOVED OF GOD,” PASTOR 

JOE CHAMBERS TOLD ABOUT 60 CHURCH 

PLANTING FAMILIES CONVENED RECENTLY ON 

THE OREGON COAST FOR THE NORTHWEST 

BAPTIST CONVENTION’S ANNUAL CHURCH 

PLANTER RETREAT.

Chambers, pastor of Mountain Heights Baptist 
Church in Buena Vista, CO, and former NWBC pas-
tor in the Seattle metro area, offered perspectives on 
“soul care” and disciplines that sustain a believer’s 
inner life.

Citing stories of Jesus’ baptism and wilderness ex-
perience in Matthew 3-4, Chambers outlined a four-
part “sacred cycle” of spiritual growth: acceptance, 
sustenance, significance and achievement.
“Knowing your radical acceptance by God as his 
beloved is the first place I have to begin in your 
spiritual journey and your ministry,” said Chambers. 
“Jesus saw it and heard it after his baptism in the 
Jordan River.”

Chambers noted Jesus had done nothing in ministry 
up to that point in his life, “but his father unequivo-

cally said, ‘I love you’ and voiced pleasure in his son. 
That voice is important” because it represents a dif-
ferent set of values than what the world offers.

“We live in a world that measures us by looks, perfor-
mance, the success trajectory,” said Chambers. “Even 
in well-intended systems like church planting we can 
get tangled up in a sense of worth” disconnected 
with how God sees his children.

He urged the pastors and their spouses to live in-
tentionally with disciplines that sustain intimacy with 
God amid the distractions and doubts so prevalent in 
day to day routines. “Sometimes we have to turn up 
the quiet to hear the voice of God,” he added. “Who 
you are right now today, who you are today, is the 
beloved of God. Know that deep down inside you.”

He noted the importance of spiritual disciplines for 
Jesus resisting Satan’s temptations. “Jesus could 
withstand the attacks of the enemy in the wilder-
ness,” Chambers suggested, “because he’d been 
practicing the disciplines that would strengthen and 
prepare him all the way to the cross.”

Chambers pointed to a repeating rhythm of Jesus in 

Continued on page 17

PASTORS EXPLORE SACRED JOURNEY
Joe Chambers talks with Northwest church planters.
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A GROWING HUNGER FOR GOD IS CRUCIAL 
FOR THE GROWTH OF GOD’S KINGDOM 

ACROSS THE NORTHWEST AND AROUND THE 
WORLD, NORTHWEST BAPTIST LEADER RANDY 
ADAMS TOLD GRADUATES OF GATEWAY SEMI-
NARY DURING MAY 10 COMMENCEMENT CER-
EMONIES AT CROSSPOINTE BAPTIST CHURCH 
IN VANCOUVER, WA.

“Seminary is an experience to help create learn-
ers who hunger for God throughout their lives,” said 
Adams, executive director of the Northwest Baptist 
Convention, a network of about 500 churches in 
Oregon, Washington and north Idaho.

“We need you and we need more of you,” said Ad-
ams, emphasizing the importance of “calling out the 
called” so that more people come “to know Jesus 
and to love Jesus and to serve Jesus.”

Seminary president Jeff Iorg echoed that sentiment 
in his charge to the eight graduates.

“We are sending you tonight to a hurting world,” said 
Iorg, citing the story in Mark 1:40-45 of Jesus heal-
ing a leper with his healing touch. 

“With one outstretched hand, Jesus obliterated cen-
turies of tradition,” he observed. “Let there be some-
thing in you that rises up and says, ‘I’ve got to touch 
someone with the gospel.’”

Carlos Rodriguez, pastor of Iglesia Vida in Renton, 
WA, received a doctor of ministry and reflected on 
his experience during the ceremony. “Seminary is 
such a great experience to help in practical ministry 
and transformational leadership,” said Rodriguez. “I 
learned to be a leader of leaders and to multiply our 
ministry.”

In addition to receiving his degree during the cer-
emony, seminary officials recognized Rodriguez as 
this year’s Will Edd Langford Award recipient for 
outstanding doctor of ministry project. As part of 
his program, Rodriguez developed ministry teams to 
help strengthen marriages and heal those in trouble.

“God did amazing healing in many marriages,” Rodri-
guez noted. “We are grateful to the Lord for helping 
us develop a tool for healing.”

Miriam Rainwater, the Northwest Collegiate Minis-
tries director at Portland State University and part of 
Spring of Life Church in Portland, earned a master of 
theological studies. Speaking during the ceremony, 
she thanked faculty members individually for their 
part in her seminary education. “Each of my classes, 
my professors created a safe place to wrestle with 
hard things,” she acknowledged.

Mark Bradley, the Pacific Northwest Campus direc-
tor and associate professor of leadership formation, 
lauded the graduates for “serving while learning and 
learning while serving.”

Other graduates earning master of theological 
studies degrees during the ceremony were Agustin 
Contreras, pastor of Iglesia Vida Nueva, Boring, OR; 
Justin Kim, part of the church planting team at The 

GRADUATES IMPLORED TO MEET NEEDS

Continued on page 19

Mark Bradley, director of Gateway Seminary’s Pacific Northwest 
Campus, prays for graduate Aaronn Nelson, connections pastor 
at First Baptist Church, Longview, WA.
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ETHNIC CHURCHES NATIONWIDE ARE RE-

ALIZING THEY NEED TO UTILIZE ENGLISH-

LANGUAGE WORSHIP SERVICES TO REACH 

THEIR SECOND AND THIRD GENERATIONS. 

THAT HAS MEANT, FOR SOME, STARTING INDE-

PENDENT ENGLISH-SPEAKING CHURCHES 

OR, FOR OTHERS, WELCOMING ENGLISH 

SPEAKERS AS A GROUP IN THE LARGER CON-

GREGATION.

Randy Adams, executive director of the Northwest 
Baptist Convention, recently highlighted that real-
ity in one of his online posts: “The Northwest has 
Korean, Russian, Japanese, Vietnamese, Romanian, 

Burmese and Spanish majority churches that have 
strong English-language ministries.”

Adams said in a recent interview that he has ob-
served this for a long time “to one degree or anoth-
er” among ethnic churches across the country.
“It depends on the language group, and it depends 
on when they immigrated,” Adams said. “The longer 
an immigrant group has been here, the more they 
are moving toward English. Sometimes the kids will 
have English almost from the beginning in Sunday 
School classes.”

Parents at ethnic churches generally want their 
children to speak English, Adams said, because it’s 
the language of the U.S. economy, but as the chil-

ETHNIC CHURCHES STRENGTHEN 
ENGLISH MINISTRIES
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Continued on page 18

dren grow more distant from the 
mother tongue, they’re less likely 
to attend worship services in that 
language. 

“A means of keeping them in the 
faith and in the church is to adapt 
the church to the English lan-
guage,” Adams said. “It probably is 
a similar story to what happened 
with German and Italian immi-
grants in the 19th and early 20th 
centuries. We’re just seeing it now 
in the Northwest mostly among 
Asian and Hispanic immigrants.”

Chinese Southern Baptist Church 
in Seattle, the only Cantonese-
speaking church in the Northwest 
convention, was founded in 1984 
and has become a leader in Co-
operative Program giving, Adams 
said. 

“Under the wise leadership of Pas-
tor Andrew Ng, the church came 
to understand that as it ages, and 
the children grow, English would 
become the preferred language of 
second- and third-generation im-
migrants,” Adams wrote at 

“A MEANS OF KEEPING THEM IN 
THE FAITH AND IN THE CHURCH 

IS TO ADAPT THE CHURCH TO 
THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE,” 

ADAMS SAID. “IT PROBABLY IS A 
SIMILAR STORY TO WHAT 

HAPPENED WITH GERMAN AND 
ITALIAN IMMIGRANTS IN THE 

19TH AND EARLY 20TH 
CENTURIES. WE’RE JUST 

SEEING IT NOW IN THE NORTH-
WEST MOSTLY AMONG ASIAN 
AND HISPANIC IMMIGRANTS.”

- RANDY ADAMS

CELEBRATING THE CHINESE NEW YEAR IS AMONG THE CULTURAL EXPRESSIONS 
RETAINED BY THE ENGLISH-LANGUAGE MINISTRY OF CHINESE SOUTHERN BAPTIST 
CHURCH IN SEATTLE. THE CHURCH IS ONE OF MANY IN THE U.S. NAVIGATING THE 
TRANSITION FROM FIRST-GENERATION IMMIGRANTS TO THEIR SECOND AND THIRD 
GENERATIONS.
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WORLD AT DOORS OF MISSION 
FOCUSED CHURCH
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Continued on page 22

FOUR YEARS AFTER MICROSOFT MOVED IN 

1986 TO A SCENIC SITE ON LAKE WASH-

INGTON IN REDMOND, WA, FROM NEARBY 

BELLEVUE, SCOTT BREWER RELOCATED FROM 

A KENTUCKY PASTORATE TO START MEADOW-

BROOK CHURCH.

He did so specifically because he understood Micro-
soft would grow, adding more residents to the east 
Seattle suburb.

“We wanted to be where the people would be mov-
ing in,” Brewer said.

That same strategic thinking has led to Meadow-
brook Church expanding its ministry effectiveness 
over the last 30 years, and to increasing its giving 
to missions through the Cooperative Program to 10 
percent of undesignated offerings. CP is the way 
Southern Baptist churches work together in state, 
national and international missions.

Meadowbrook has started six church plants in the 
Puget Sound region over the years because “new 
church plants are one of the most effective means of 
reaching non-believers for Jesus,” Brewer said.

Part of the church’s interest in allocating mission 
dollars through the Cooperative Program is because 
CP pays for part of the seminary education for those 
preparing for the pastorate and other vocational 
ministries.

“When we consider how we can use our mission 
dollars most effectively and efficiently, the fact we 
have two mission boards strategically carrying out 
the Great Commission, we want to partner with that,” 
Brewer said. “And we want to partner with training 
the next generation of pastors and missionaries who 
will be leading in those efforts.”

In addition to its mission dollars through the Coop-
erative Program, Meadowbrook seeks to be a good 
neighbor in Redmond and a safe place for those 
who attend. It also focuses on discipling members, 
providing English as a Second Language classes 
and partnering with two transitional housing non-
profits.

As a good neighbor:  Meadowbrook shares its 
10,000-square-foot space in a renovated warehouse 

with community groups and gatherings that other-
wise would have to pay the area’s exorbitant rental 

rates. This includes 
a community choir, 
weddings, recitals 
and more, all for the 
cost of utilities and 
cleanup.

“We wanted to be a 
bridge to the com-
munity,” Brewer said. 
“People marvel we 
do it at cost.”

While a safe place 
for people to ask 
questions about reli-
gion, Meadowbrook 
also has become a 
place for people of 

diverse ethnic backgrounds as well as for “people 
who come with brokenness,” the pastor said.

Discipling, meanwhile, takes place in one of eight 
small groups scattered around the city of about 
65,000 people. The groups provide accountability, 
Christian growth and ways members can reach out in 
the community and the world with the love of Jesus.

“We are trying to make Christ-followers who are 
world Christians, someone who comprehends how 
God is at work in the world and partners with him 
in that,” Brewer said. “In a very real sense, God has 
brought the world to us.”

An ESL ministry was one of Meadowbrook’s first 
initiatives.

“Redmond has become incredibly diverse,” Brewer 
said. “When we moved here it was 94 percent white, 
and today it’s 41 percent foreign-born.

“Every year we’ll have a different 12 to 15 students,” 
the pastor continued. “In any given year you might 
have more Hispanics than Russian or more Russian 
than Asian.

“It’s a way for us to help the outsider to find a way to 
navigate their new world,” Brewer said. “They don’t 

“WE ARE TRYING TO 

MAKE CHRIST-FOLLOWERS 

WHO ARE WORLD CHRIS-

TIANS, SOMEONE WHO 

COMPREHENDS HOW 

GOD IS AT WORK IN THE 

WORLD AND PARTNERS 

WITH HIM IN THAT. IN A 

VERY REAL SENSE, GOD 

HAS BROUGHT THE 

WORLD TO US.”

PASTOR SCOTT BREWER
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THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST HAS LONG HIS-

TORY AS A MISSION FIELD FOR COLLEGE 

STUDENTS FROM TEXAS, BUT STUDENTS 

FROM MT. HOOD COMMUNITY COLLEGE IN 

GRESHAM, OR, TRAVELED TO THE LONE STAR 

STATE INSTEAD TO SERVE DURING A SPRING 

BREAK MISSION TRIP.

A team of four offered their services at Mission 
Arlington, a faith-based organization that assists 
people with physical, intellectual, emotional and 
spiritual needs.

“One of our stu-
dents served at 
Mission Arlington 
last summer and 
when we debriefed 
with others from 
Mt. Hood returning 
from mission trips, 

she said we have to go back there for spring break,” 
said Jason Spurlin, the MHCC Northwest Collegiate 
Ministries director who himself is from Texas. “God 
has really been moving on our campus this year and 
we’ve seen three or four salvations and had tons of 
students being discipled by their peers, which is re-
ally encouraging.”

When the Mt. Hood contingent arrived at Mission 
Arlington, they helped complete multiple tasks left 
over by hundreds of Texas college students who as-
sisted the organization during their spring break the 
week before.

“Mission Arlington has warehouses full of donations, 
including food, furniture, clothing, vehicles – you 
name it,” stated Spurlin. “They have apartment house 
churches, which have launched 300 all over Dallas 
and use a holistic approach to the gospel.”

Texas hospitality showed itself for the team, as they 
were provided a car to drive from a local pastor 
during their stay and a woman they had never met 
invited the group to stay at her home.

“Some of us questioned why we weren’t sleeping on 
the floor, since we were on a mission trip,” quipped 
Spurlin. “We collected and sorted donations and 
cleaned out several storage units, which offered 
something different to do every day. There was also 

opportunity for us to lead two apartment Bible stud-
ies for kids in low income housing, and our team 
really stepped up.”

Spurlin saw his students make connections with 
people through honest conversation.

“The trip was amazing,” said team member Emily 
Geister. “I had never been on a mission trip before 
and God connected all the dots so I would be able to 
go. There were so many amazing experiences, such 
as running an after-school program for kids and 
teaching Sunday school.

“I was able to connect with two little children who 
didn’t have any Bibles of their own and give them 
some I felt called by God to bring specifically for this 
purpose.” She added. “At the end of the trip I didn’t 
want to leave, but stay there and continue to help 
these people. Who knows, maybe I will someday.”

Jenny Karn joined the team because she was look-
ing for a positive way to spend spring break.

“I didn’t go because it was Texas, but because I could 
spend time serving in God’s name,” said Karn. “We 
definitely experienced a lot of kindness from those 
at Mission Arlington and that was incredibly encour-
aging. It was fun and refreshing to see how God still 
moves in a different part of the country.

“I think the trip has changed me in the sense that 
it has expanded my knowledge and perspective of 
other believing communities,” noted Karn. “The cul-
ture was different, which was important to remember 
when sharing the gospel.”

“These women bonded quickly with each other on 
this trip and the kids begged us to stay at the end of 
the week, so it was touching to have them respond 
to us in such an emotional way,” said Spurlin. I hope 
this sets the stage for young women to share their 
own voice.”

OREGON COLLEGE   STUDENTS 
MINISTER IN TEXAS

“I DIDN’T GO BECAUSE IT 

WAS TEXAS, BUT BECAUSE 

I COULD SPEND TIME 

SERVING IN GOD’S NAME.”

JENNY KARN

By Sheila Allen
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Continued on page 21
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OREGON COLLEGE   STUDENTS 
MINISTER IN TEXAS

Emily Geister of Gresham, OR, gifts Bibles to 
two local children while serving on a spring 

break mission trip in Texas.
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SHARING CHRIST
WITH CHILDREN & COLLEGE STUDENTS - $21,000

OFFERING HOPE
FOR THOSE FACING CRISIS & DISASTER - $5,000

TRAINING LEADERS
FOR EFFECTIVE MINISTRY - $34,000

PLANTING CHURCHES
TO TRANSFORM THE NORTHWEST'S SPIRITUAL CLIMATE - $60,000

NORTHWEST IMPACT multiplies the partnership of  NWBC churches and helps fulfill the Great Commission of  Jesus in 
our neighborhoods and among the nations. It is formally known as the Sylvia Wilson Mission Offering, in memory of  the 

longtime mission leader in the Northwest.

TOTAL GOAL: $120,000

impactnw
A Mission Offering of the Northwest Baptist Convention
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Luke’s gospel: engage with people in public, with-
draw in solitude to pray. That helped ensure “the 
echo of his Father’s voice about his belovedness still 
resonated deep within.”

Living with a sense of God’s acceptance and learn-
ing disciplines that sustain it, leads to discovery of 
true significance, said Chambers. “Your significance 
is what sets you apart,” he said. “It’s how you express 
your belovedness and it transcends what you get 
paid for.”

With those elements in the right order, believers can 
experience the achievements God has in mind for 
their lives, according to Chambers.

“The world reverses that cycle, trying to earn accep-
tance through performance,” he said. “It’s the way of 
death. The truest thing about you is that you are the 
beloved of God.”

Chambers works with other church leaders to offer 

“sacred journey” retreats for ministry leaders. Go to 
sacredjourneyretreats.org to learn more.

In two presentations to the church planters, NWBC 
executive director Randy Adams emphasized the 
importance of “preaching for a decision” and “build-
ing an evangelistic culture” for the long-term

(Adams’ presentation material on preaching and 
evangelism is available on nwbaptist.org on the 
“evangelism and church health” page, under the 
Ministries Tab.)

The NWBC currently supports – in partnership with 
the North American Mission Board – about 60 
church plants in the Northwest. Through the conven-
tion, the new churches are funded largely through 
Cooperative Programs gifts – the primary global mis-
sions funding channel of all Southern Baptists -- and 
through the Northwest Impact Offering, an annual 
offering observed each fall in NWBC-affiliated con-
gregations.

The annual Northwest Baptist Disaster Relief Round Table 
drew about 140 participants April 26-27 for continuing 
education and readiness training, including (left photo) Kenji 
Yokoi (L) and Rich Fujimoto (R); (upper photo) Ben Walker; 
and (above) Mario Gambaro (L) and Kenton Johnson (R). 
The annual event offers opportunity to certify volunteers new 
to NWBDR ministries and to keep certifications up-to-date 
for the 600-plus Northwest volunteers who have been part 
of relief efforts. 

DISASTER RELIEF ROUNDTABLE
By Cameron Crabtree

Continued from page 8
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Continued from page 11

2019 LIFE ENRICHMENT CONFERENCE:
A Retreat for Those over 50

randyadams.org March 11. “Also, an English-lan-
guage ministry has enabled them to reach people 
beyond the Chinese community.”

Matthew Zwitt, who has led the English congrega-
tion at Chinese Southern Baptist Church for eight 
years, told BP they average 60 people per week in 
the 15-35-year-old age range. Most are young pro-
fessionals and young marrieds just starting families, 
hailing from about 15 different ethnicities.

“The English side initially was the kids of the Can-
tonese-speaking side,” Zwitt said. “As they began to 
get older and get into the youth group and college, 
the Chinese congregation realized that this is the 
future of the church and it would be wise to invest in 
them.”

In the English-speaking congregation, “they embrace 
the American culture in a lot of ways, and in some 
ways they embrace both cultures,” Zwitt said. “For 
most people in our congregation, English is their 
primary language.... It’s really important to have an 
English service so that they can understand, be-
cause that’s going to be the primary culture in which 

they experience 
Christianity.”

Zwitt urges South-
ern Baptists to 
continue investing 
not just in ethnic 
churches but in 
multiethnic churches 
so that the church 
can reflect what 
happened at Pen-
tecost with people 
from every tribe and 
tongue as well as 
what heaven will be 

like when all different languages of people worship 
God together. 

Paul Kim, Asian American relations consultant for 
the Southern Baptist Convention’s Executive Com-
mittee, has been planting English-language multi-
ethnic churches in university communities for nearly 
40 years, in part because English is the language 
immigrant youth speak.

In Korean culture, for example, parents sacrifice for 
their children’s education -- to get them into top-
notch universities to study medicine, law and engi-
neering. Kim is pastor emeritus of Antioch Baptist 
Church in Cambridge, MA, one of the churches he 
founded to reach ethnic college students who speak 
English.

A South Korean immigrant, Kim was saved in 1968 
while serving in the U.S. Army. He went on to gradu-
ate from seminary in Texas, and English was a lan-
guage he felt comfortable using at his church plants.

In 1981, Kim and his wife Rebekah launched Berk-
land Baptist Church in Berkeley, CA, to reach stu-
dents at the University of California-Berkeley, and 
that congregation has since planted 40 churches 
worldwide, all in the English language. 

Kim estimates that among the 850 Korean churches 
in the SBC, fewer than 25 are independent English-
speaking congregations. Most churches that have 
English-language ministries are still under the origi-
nal ethnic congregation, but Kim said he would like 
to see more Asian churches let their youth pastors or 
other leaders start an independent English language 
church with the support of the mother church.

Gary Floyd, a church planting catalyst with the 
Northwest Baptist Convention who has worked with 
English as a Second Language ministries, said eth-
nic churches moving toward English “is just a natural 
evolution.”

“They immigrate here, establish in the context of the 
culture that they came from and then begin to adapt 
to the culture that they are now a part of, and the 
ministry challenge becomes how to make that transi-
tion,” Floyd said. 

Ethnic churches want to retain their culture, Floyd 
said, but they also feel a strong need to integrate 
with the culture around them.

Adams said Southern Baptists can pray for ethnic 
churches as they navigate these transitions, and they 
can pray for immigrants who are still coming to the 
United States. 

“A lot of them are coming from places that are not 
very Christian,” Adams said. “We need to reach them.” 

By Erin Roach, Baptist Press

“FOR MOST PEOPLE IN OUR 
CONGREGATION, ENGLISH IS 
THEIR PRIMARY LANGUAGE.... 

IT’S REALLY IMPORTANT TO 
HAVE AN ENGLISH SERVICE 
SO THAT THEY CAN UNDER-

STAND, BECAUSE THAT’S 
GOING TO BE THE PRIMARY 
CULTURE IN WHICH THEY 

EXPERIENCE CHRISTIANITY.”
-MATTHEW ZWITT
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Guest name

Address

Phone #

Church
Send fees and room request to: NWBC Senior Adult Retreat, 3200 NE 109th Ave., Vancouver, WA 98682

Email

Building Choice
Name of roommate if
Other than spouse
______ I prefer to stay in my RV and would like  
 information about nearby parks & costs. 

Special Guests:
• Randy Adams, Executive Director, Northwest 
 Baptist Convention, Vancouver, WA
• Boby and Sharon Watkins, retired Worship 
 Leaders, Spokane, WA
• Tim Lovelace, Christian comedian
Registration Information:
•  Lodging assignments made upon registration and   
 payment received
•  Room requests are considered but not guaranteed

# of guests 
per room

1
2
3
4

Rate per
Guest
215.00
200.00
185.00
170.00

Beach Front

Check here if you would like to come but do not have transportation

(Not all rooms have ocean view - See 
www.cbcc.net for more facility information)

Pacific View
# of guests 
per room

1
2
3
4

Rate per
Guest
215.00
200.00
185.00
170.00

Pay $50 a month with balance paid by October 12, 2019

Questions? Contact Marsha Gray 503.320.9296 or SAR@nwbaptist.org

Prices are per person and include:
•  Monday & Tuesday Dinner
•  Tuesday & Wednesday Breakfast

2019 LIFE ENRICHMENT CONFERENCE:
A Retreat for Those over 50

OCT. 21-23  //  CANNON BEACH CONFERENCE CENTER  //  CANNON BEACH , OR

Well Community Church in Bellevue, WA; Kelsey 
Merriman, a member of Crosspointe Baptist Church, 
Vancouver, WA; and William Spring, part of the lead-
ership team at The River Church, Moxee, WA.

Caleb Stapp, youth and worship pastor at Deer Park 
(WA) Baptist Church, received a master of divin-
ity and Aaronn Nelson, connections pastor at First 
Baptist Church, Longview, WA, recived a diploma in 
theology.

The ceremony concluded with faculty members pray-
ing for each of the graduates.

In the fall, Gateway will become the first Southern 
Baptist Convention seminary offering all its master’s 
degrees completely online.

Besides all master’s degrees, selected certificates 
and concentrations will also be available online. 

Continued from page 9 The online master of divinity degree program will 
include concentrations in biblical studies, Christian 
counseling, educational leadership, global missiology, 
women’s ministry and youth ministry. Other online 
master’s programs include the master of theologi-
cal studies, the master of arts in Christian counsel-
ing, the master of arts in educational leadership, the 
master of arts in intercultural studies and the master 
of arts in missiology.

Kristen Ferguson, director of online education at 
the school. said Gateway faculty approve course 
templates that require the same learning objectives 
and signature assignments to be achieved in every 
course, no matter the delivery system.

Admissions applications for the fall semester are 
due by July 15. Find out more info on the seminary’s 
website at gs.edu or call the Pacific Northwest Cam-
pus at 360-882-2170.

By Cameron Crabtree
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January through April Budget vs Actual Comparison
   Budget               Actual           Variance

                          941,537                  990,508         48,971

Cooperative Program Giving ...

 J-A 19
Auburn-Igl Hispana LifeWay 278 
Auburn-Lifeway Ch Auburn 50 
Bellevue-Awakening Church 493 
Bellevue-Lake Hills  1,031  
Bellevue-Leaven Church  1,500  
Bellevue-The Well  1,625  
Bellevue-Well Commun 542 
Bellingham-Living Word 400 
Bellingham-Crossroads 500 
Blk Diamond-Chap Wood  2,170  
Bonney Lake-Church Club 1 10 
Bothell-Living Spring 292 
Bothell-CrossPointe  4,608  
Bothell-Dwelling Place  1,707  
Bothell-Queensgate 300 
Bothell-Tabern de Dios 367 
Burlington-Calvary  1,230  
Camano Island-Restoration  1,795  
Clear Lake-FBC 600 
Darrington-Mt View  1,337  
Des Moines-The Mountain  2,422  
Edmonds-One In Christ 300 
Edmonds-Rock of Hope  1,804  
Enumclaw-FBC 900 
Everett-Journey  4,070  
Everett-Redemption Ch  1,000  
Everett-Bethlehem Korean 50 
Everett-Good News Rom 500 
Everett-Pinehurst  3,718  
Everett-S Everett Comm  1,500  
Everett-Ukrainian  2,500  
Fed Way-First Ukranian 400 
Fed Way-Bethel 400 
Fed Way-Christ Church 200 
Fed Way-Cross Life 400 
Fed Way-FBC 150 
Fed Way-Good Neighbor 400 
Fed Way-Korean-Amer  5,749  
Fed Way-Lifeway  2,800  
Fed Way-Nine Lakes 741 

Fed Way-SoundSide  3,152  
Federal Way-City Center 114 
Hamilton-FBC  6,792  
Issaquah-Foothills  6,335  
Issaquah-Summit  4,147  
Kent-Bread of Life 106 
Kent-Chin-Burmese 300 
Kent-International Christian 200 
Kent-Sequoia  5,333  
Lake Stevens-Lake Country  2,000  
Lakewood-Emmaus 200 
Lakewood-FBC  27,553  
Lakewood-Good Shepherd 360 
Lakewood-Kaleo Community 971 
Lynden-La Vid Verdadera  2,186  
Lynnwood-Healing 45 
Lynnwood-EagleWing 271 
Lynnwood-Global Mission 200 
Lynnwood-Japanese 358 
Lynnwood-Martha Lk 940 
Lynnwood-ONE Church 240 
Lynnwood-Seattle Bridge  3,010  
Lynnwood-Slavic of Seattle 400 
Maple Falls-Mt. Baker 512 
Maple Valley-Hope  21,486  
Marysville-Emmanuel  1,622  
Milton-Loving First 105 
Monroe-FBC  12,938  
Mount Vernon-Christian  1,228  
Mount Vernon-Trinity 2,542
Oak Harbor-Christian Fellow 300
Oak Harbor-Southern  3,543  
Puyallup-High Pointe  10,031  
Puyallup-South Hill 882 
Puyallup-Sunrise  9,722  
Redmond-FBC Rose Hill 750 
Redmond-Meadowbrook  22,349  
Renton-Agape Vietnamese  1,200  
Renton-Church of Beloved  2,500  
Renton-Iglesia Vida  1,200  
Renton-NewStory  1,135  

Renton-Sunset  2,921  
Renton-Trinity  1,600  
Sammamish-21st Century 536 
SeaTac-Riverton Heights 300 
Seattle-The Hallows  4,000  
Seattle-Chinese Southern  10,806  
Seattle-Epic Life  1,324  
Seattle-FBC Beverly Pk  1,204  
Seattle-Gracepoint 250 
Seattle-Living Water Chinese 755 
Seattle-New Covenant 250 
Seattle-Roots Community  2,402  
Seattle-Thien An 900 
Seattle-Two Bridges 346 
Sedro Woolley-Cross Cntry  1,409  
Sedro Woolley-Skagit 400 
Sedro Woolley-Valley  1,482  
Snohomish-Bridge 1,758
Snohomish-BridgeCity  2,406  
Spanaway-SE Asian 17 
Sultan-FBC  2,320  
Sultan-Lighthouse  1,014  
Tacoma-The Pathway 626 
Tacoma-E.Tacoma Christian 100 
Tacoma-Filipino Inter 500 
Tacoma-Good News 200
Tacoma-Highland Hill  2,023  
Tacoma-Japanese Intl  2,012  
Tacoma-New Beginnings 35 
Tacoma-New Hope 67 
Tacoma-Tacoma FBC  24,000  
Tacoma-VMCM 180 
Yelm-First  1,616  
Yelm-Ignite Church 886 
Zomi-Seattle 320 
Total:  281,063  
 
 
  
 

 J-A19 
Bremerton-Sonshine 832 
Castle Rock-FBC  2,236  
Centralia-Alder Street 100 
Chehalis-Dayspring  2,241  
Dryad-Community  2,478  
Elma-Bethany 889 
Forks-FBC  4,776  
Kalama-Kalama  4,551  
Lacey-FBC  4,990  
Lacey-New Zion 375 

Region 1

Region 2
Longview-Beacon Hill 961 
Longview-FBC  26,161  
Longview-Highlands 379 
Longview-La Iglesia 491 
Longview-Robert Gray  2,780  
Longview-Valley  9,778  
Ocean Shores-Faith Com  1,957  
Olympia, Westwood   1,167  
Olympia-McKenzie Road  7,589 
Port Angeles-Hillcrest  2,328  
Port Hadlock-Oak Bay 425 

Region 3

Port Orchard-Evergreen 160 
Port Orchard-FBC  4,051  
Port Townsend-San Juan  5,616  
Rainier-Delena 360 
Scappoose-Creekside  1,047  
Sequim-FBC  4,703  
Silverdale-Clear Creek  1,040  
Toledo-FBC  8,437  
Total:  102,897  
  

 J-A19 
Battle Ground-Parkway 129 
Beavercrk-NW Contexture  1,533  
Beaverton-FBC  3,876  
Beaverton-Global 100 
Beaverton-Iglesia Bautista  1,184  
Beaverton-New Creation  1,112  
Beaverton-Trinity Ch & Ministry 25 
Bingen-FBC 562 
Boring-Iglesia Vida Nueva  1,517 
Camas-Lacamas Heights  1,310  
Clackamas-Trinity  4,599  
Estacada-Clackamas Vly 992 
Forest Grove-The Crossing 886 
Goldendale-Columbus Ave  5,234  
Gresham-Pathway  45,276  
Gresham-Punto de Gracia 150 
Hillsboro-New Life  2,840  
Hood River-Tucker Road  2,192  
Klickitat-Klickitat Valley 554 
Lake Oswego-Lake Bible 400 
McMinnville-Grace  1,146  
McMinnville-Valley  8,675  
Newberg-Chehalem Valley  11,649  

Odell-FBC 766 
Portland-Woodstock Com 90 
Prtld-Flavel Street 200 
Prtld-Mien Fellowship 400 
Prtld-Antioch Christian 450 
Prtld-East Bridge 407 
Prtld-Evergreen 50 
Prtld-Hope International  3,176  
Prtld-Kaleo Communities 507 
Prtld-Korean Logos 800 
Prtld-Mill Park  3,154  
Prtld-New Life Intnl 300 
Prtld-Peninsula 300 
Prtld-Rejoice  1,561  
Prtld-Remedy City  4,622  
Prtld-Renaissance 70 
Prtld-Sojourn Community 93
Prtld-Solid Rock 770 
Prtld-Spring of Life  5,260  
Prtld-The Common 782 
Prtld-Vancouver Ave 300 
Prtld-Word- Life Romanian  3,217  
Prtld-Zomi Bethel  1,090  
Ridgefield-GO  3,399  

Rufus-Bapt Ch at Rufus 220 
The Dalles-Emmanuel  1,404  
Tigard-Hall Blvd  3,838  
Tigard-Japanese Intnl 600 
Tillamook-Life Change  2,174  
Vancouver-Ukrainian 200
Vancouver-A Family Church 170
Vancouver-Arabic 145 
Vancouver-CrossPointe  10,655  
Vancouver-Evergreen  2,258  
Vancouver-Grace 650 
Vancouver-Gtr Faith MBC 125 
Vancouver-Iglesia Belen 620 
Vancouver-Korean 300
Vancouver-Project Truth  1,300  
Vancouver-Revival 600 
Vancouver-Romanian  2,843  
Vancouver-Song of Hope 300 
Vancouver-Trinity 900 
Vancouver-Vietnamese 240 
Vancouver-Vietnamese Heart  1,073  
Wilsonville-Creekside  4,648 
Total:  162,967

Region 5

 J-A19 
Albany-Calvary 625 
Albany-Knox Butte 120 
Albany-Nueva Esperanza 311 
Bend-River Woods 60 
Bend-Summit Community 336 
Canyonville-Canyon Creek 130 
Corvallis-Branch  5,666  
Corvallis-Grant Avenue  11,170  
Cottage Grove-Calvary  1,221  
Cottage Grove-Hope  1,625  
Creswell-New Hope  9,227  
Dallas-FBC 250 
Dexter-Dexter Baptist 123 
Drain-FBC 250 
Eugene-Fairfield  11,844  
Eugene-Japanese 37 
Eugene-Riviera  3,280  
Florence-FBC  7,472  
Glendale-Glendale  1,920  
Gold Beach-Riley Creek 80 
Grants Pass-Solid Rock  1,698  
K Falls-Ch on Homedale  5,280  
Keizer-Cristiana Renuevo 1,165
La Pine-Whispering Pines 878 
Lakeview-Trinity 792 
Lebanon-Trinity  2,423  
Lebanon-Trinity Espanol 45 
Lincoln City-Pacific 494 
Madras-FBC  1,606  

Medford-Living Hope  1,208  
Medford-Lozier Lane 576 
Medford-New Horizon 382 
Monmouth-Cultivate  2,981  
Newport-Calvary  1,353  
North Bend-FBC  2,141  
Phoenix-FBC  2,211  
Prineville-Calvary  2,055  
Prospect-Prospect 180 
Redmond-HBC Espanol 146 
Redmond-Highland  53,278  
Reedsport-Highlands  1,434  
Rogue River-Grace  2,491  
Roseburg-Vine Street  7,971  
Salem-Capital  5,383  
Salem-Living Water 392 
Siletz-Sacred Ground 277 
Springfield-East Side  4,291  
Springfield-Grace Korean 729 
Springfield-Trinity  2,417  
Sweet Home-Freedom 669 
Terrebonne-Smith Rock  1,665  
Toledo-FBC 500 
Waldport-FBC  1,000  
Warm Springs-Warm Sprgs  1,235  
White City-Trinity 400 
Winston-Community  3,956  
Total:  171,450  
 
 
  

 J-A19 
Airway Hts-Airway Hts  5,982  
Airway Hts-Spokane Rock  1,000  
Athol-Athol  5,642  
Benton City-FBC  1,368  
Bonners Ferry-Boundary 294 
Brewster-Calvary 800 
Burbank-Trinity  1,982  
Cashmere-Evergreen  5,972  
Cheney-Fellowship  1,472  
Clarkston-Sonrise  2,307  
Clarkston-Trinity 390 
Coeur d’Alene-Emmanuel 800 
Dayton-Faith Chapel 200 
Deer Park-FBC 193 
E Wenatchee-Eastmont  17,745  
Ellensburg-Chestnut St  6,670  
Grandview-Valley Life  1,962  
Greenacres-Greenacres 400 
Harrison-Community  3,000  
Heppner-Willow Creek  2,403  
Hermiston-Grace 773 
Hermiston-New Beginnings  1,087  
Ione-Ione  1,061  
Kellogg-FBC 846 
Kennewick-Crossview 800 
Kennewick-Finley First 800 
Kennewick-Hillview  2,712  
Kennewick-Kennewick  34,044  
Kennewick-Quinault 516 
La Grande-The Way 451 
La Grande-Trinity 572 
Leavenworth-FBC  4,089  
Lewiston-Orchards  3,456  
Lewiston-Tammany  11,927  
Mead-Crossover 200
Moscow-Trinity 750 
Moses Lake-Emmanuel 832 
Newport-Newport So  4,199 
Northport-FBC 261 
Oakesdale-FBC 462

Orofino-FBC  1,303  
Otis Orchards-Starr Rd 100 
Pasco-Redeemer Tri-Cities 322 
Pasco-Emmanuel  1,199  
Pasco-International 260 
Paterson-Community 808 
Pendleton-Pendleton  3,728  
Pilot Rock-Life Church  1,790  
Prosser-Calvary 530 
Pullman-Emmanuel  11,082  
Pullman-Grace and Glory 750 
Pullman-Resonate 300 
Rathdrum-New Beg  1,512  
Rice-Victory 780 
Richland-Reata Sprgs  3,750  
Richland-Richland  64,162  
Richland-Richland Hghts  1,000  
Spirit Lake-Spirit Lake  1,479  
Spokane Valley-Dishman  3,227  
Spokane Valley-East Valley  1,659  
Spokane Valley-The Rock  1,802  
Spokane Valley-Valleypoint  2,099  
Spokane-Crestline  1,242  
Spokane-Driscoll Blvd  3,777  
Spokane-North Addison  2,418  
Spokane-Springhill Bible 800 
St Maries-College Ave 497 
Union Gap-FBC 667 
W Richland-Grace&Truth  3,740  
W Richland-Reliance Fellow  2,800  
Walla Walla-Blue Mt  2,522  
Walla Walla-Kairos 600 
Wapato-FBC  1,933  
Wenatchee-Valley  1,800  
Yakima-Terrace Hghts  2,274  
Yakima-The Cross  7,536  
Yakima-The River  1,064  
Zillah-Mtn View 735 
Total:  268,468  
 

Region 4

Report only includes churches that have contributed through the 
Northwest Baptist Convention January - April 2019. A full report of all 

NWBC churches is available at www.gonbw.org/cp/

... partnering with more than 46,000 churches to make Christ known at home, across the nation, and around the world.
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Pacific Northwest Campus
3200 NE 109TH AVE. • VANCOUVER, WA 98682

PNWC-INFO@GS.EDU • 360.882.2200

SIGN UP 
FOR A FALL 
2019 CLASS

MONDAY COUR SES 
(Aug. 26 - Dec. 16)
Leadership in Ministry Practicum I
Introduction to NT Greek I
Christian Theology I
Basic Evangelism
Old Testament Introduction I

INTENSIVE “ WEEKEND” 
COUR SES
Introduction to Ministry Formation
The Gospel According to John

Contact us for more info 
or use “Course Search” at 
registration.gs.edu.

“Gateway Seminary’s 
Pacific Northwest 
Campus is our most 
thorough means of 
training ministry 
leaders to reach our 
population and build 
strong churches.”

- Dr. Randy Adams
Executive Director 
Northwest Baptist Convention
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By Karen Willoughby, Baptist Press

Continued from page 13

know the language, the culture. They don’t know 
how to buy groceries.”

Another Meadowbrook ministry is to people who live 
in the Avondale Park government housing complex. 
The church provides monthly dinners, movie nights 
or parties, “just trying to bless those in a transitional 
state,” Brewer said. 

As relationships are built, “then we find they have 
‘family of origin’ issues, dysfunction that is being 
passed on to the next generations,” the pastor said. 
“We want to help people transition into a whole new 
life, not just a new living situation. When you grow up 
with poor models and dysfunctional experiences, it 
continues until something intervenes and breaks that 
cycle.”

The local YWCA has 20 units of transitional hous-
ing in its Family Village, where families can stay up 
to 18 months. Meadowbrook provides new items 
each time a unit is vacated. Other local ministries by 
Meadowbrook’s small groups might involve serving 
dinner at a local youth homeless shelter, breakfast 
or lunch for teachers at area schools, and dinners for 
firefighters.

“All the things we do, we try to not just do a drop off 
but to be with them and engage them,” Brewer said. 
“We want to build relationships and friendships and 

in the course of that friendship introduce them to 
Jesus.”

In addition to the $31,250 Meadowbrook gathered 
in 2018 for the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 
for International Missions, the church has regular 
contact with global workers in South Asia, Eastern 
Europe, Africa, South America and the Middle East.

“We’re making an increased effort to make disciples 
who have a heart to make disciples,” Brewer said. 
“We see this as a global mandate as well as a local 
mandate. We have strategic partnerships in some of 
the most unreached parts of the world and right here 
in Puget Sound. We want to have a foot in both of 
those worlds.”

Brewer leads the newly-reworked local Baptist 
association’s pastor care team and is part of the 
Washington church planting assessment team. Wor-
ship pastor Jerry Chambers, on Meadowbrook’s staff 
since 1993, helps train worship leaders for church 
plants.

Over his 30-year ministry at Meadowbrook, “I’ve 
learned the value of sowing and not just reaping,” 
Brewer said. “In the early years I had such a focus on 
harvest, but I did not value all the work that precedes 
that -- sowing and cultivating -- and this is a hard-
soil area. It takes a lot to break the soil, and then a 
lot of watering and caring to move toward a harvest.”

Save the date!
NWBC Annual Meeting
Nov. 12-13, 2019
Great Wolf Lodge, Grand Mound, WA
20500 Old Highway 99 SW, Centralia, Washington, 98531

To make a reservation call 1.866.941.9653 and refer to booking code 1911NWBC. Please identify yourself 
as being a member of our group in order to receive the special negotiated rates. The negotiated rates 

include free parking and resort fees are waived. Reservations need to be made by Thursday, October 10, 
2019 to insure the negotiated rates. Standard room rate for single or family is $129 per night.
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by Ashley Seuell

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS

IN OUR CULTURE, “MEMBERSHIP” CAN SEEM 

CHEAP. PEOPLE WHO RARELY EXERCISE ARE 

GYM MEMBERS. YOU CAN JOIN A BOOK CLUB 

BUT NEVER READ. IF THE CHURCH IS DIFFER-

ENT, WHY DEFINE OURSELVES LIKE SHOP-

PERS AT COSTCO? 

A church can use a different term to communicate 
the whole-life reality of belonging to a local expres-
sion of the body of Christ, such as “partnership” or 
“covenant membership.” Ultimately, however, the 
concept of “membership” matters.

First, churches should organize under state law as 
religious nonprofit corporations. In Oregon, anyone 
with the right to vote for directors of the corporation 
(the leadership) is a “member.” In Washington and 
Idaho, a “member” is someone with rights within the 
organization, like the right to receive notice of a busi-
ness meeting, to approve a budget, or to vote before 
the corporation disbands.

In other words, if the people in your church have a 
say in selecting the pastor, elders, or deacons or if 
you won’t close down without a congregational vote, 
then you have “members” (regardless of your ter-
minology). To claim otherwise disregards the law. It 
even may involve a false statement in a legal docu-
ment—Oregon and Idaho specifically ask if a non-
profit has members.  

Oregon, Washington, and Idaho statutes require 
keeping up-to-date membership lists. Similarly, the 
IRS expects a church to know who its members are. 
(To be clear, this does not mean that the government 
can examine your list.)

Membership also offers a practical, legally-recog-
nized way to handle a biblical concern. We often 
neglect the importance of discipline and individual 

accountability to the body. This neglect is not new. 
Paul called out the entire Corinthian church for fail-
ing to confront sin in the life of one member and 
asked, “Is it not those inside the church whom you 
are to judge?” (I Cor. 5:12 ESV). How can a group 
purge evil from “among you” (I Cor. 5:2, 13) unless 
people are “among you” in an identifiable way?

The Supreme Court long ago determined that 
American courts have no jurisdiction over rules and 
discipline applied to “the members of the church” 
(Watson v. Jones , 1871). By committing to a church, 
individuals consent to be bound by its doctrine, 
and the First Amendment protects that exercise of 
religion. 

In one modern case, a former member sued af-
ter elders announced that she was dismissed for 
unrepentant sexual sin. While the court refused to in-
terfere in a membership issue, it also explained that 
it could examine the elders’ conduct (and potentially 
hold the church liable) if the woman were a non-
member. There is a distinction between those inside 
and those outside the church.

Additionally, membership conveys a certain privilege 
to information. There may be matters of character 
or conduct told “to the church” (Matt. 18:17), and 
members need to choose spiritual leaders or assess 
the finances and work of the church. Members have 
a right to such church-related information.

To combat the notion that joining a church is akin to 
joining a social club, consider using a name other 
than “member,” having a covenant, and/or empha-
sizing biblical teaching on community and account-
ability. At the same time, honor the law. Know who 
gets to vote, is subject to church discipline, and can 
receive sensitive information. Identify those commit-
ted to being inside the church and among you. Do 
not ignore the practical importance of membership.
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