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VIEWPOINT

Jesus and your Neighbor, that’s the Test
Jesus said, “I tell you … there is joy in
the presence of God’s angels over one
sinner who repents” (Luke 15:10).

Randy Adams
Executive Director

One of the most striking characteristics in the ministry and message of
Jesus is his attention to the value and
importance of a single individual. Much
of what we know about Jesus comes
from his interaction with one person
and his parables that focused on the
worth or behavior of a single person:
Nicodemus, the Samaritan woman at
the well, the man born blind, Lazarus,
Mary, Martha, Peter, Pilate, the rich
young ruler, the prodigal son, and so
many others.
The value Jesus places on a single
person is one of the most important
and attractive qualities of Jesus. The
“end-justifies-the-means” ethic of
tyrants and bullies willing to sacrifice
an individual for some “higher purpose”
or for the “greater number” is devastatingly refuted by Jesus’ treatment of
the most ordinary among us.
I’ve been thinking about this recently
regarding two things:
First, some in positions of power and
influence are willing to damage an
individual, or fail to seek justice for an
individual, in order to protect an institution. The institution could be a church,
a denomination of churches, or a particular “ministry.” In order to “protect
the ministry,” an individual person is
hurt or allowed to suffer.
Second, organizations, including ministries, are tempted to suppress the
truth, such as poor performance numbers or the mistreatment of individuals,
when they deem the truth could bring
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a backlash from constituents, such as
those paying the bills.
When did Jesus ever mistreat an individual in order to protect the religious
establishment? When did Jesus ever
suppress the truth, fearing people
couldn’t handle it? The answer to both
questions is clear – never. Jesus never
hurt an individual, no matter how unimportant some thought they were, in order to please the religious established
or protect the religious institution from
others learning the truth.
Two questions can help you know how
to handle any difficulty or ethical situation you will face in life: What does
God say about this? How does it affect
my neighbor? Other forms of the two
questions might be: What does the
Bible say? How will it does it affect an
individual?
I’ve been thinking about this quite
a lot, mostly because my sleep has
been disturbed by leaders suppressing
truth or hurting individuals in order to
“protect” ministries. We never protect
our ministry by suppressing the truth,
even if the truth is ugly -- especially
when the truth is ugly. God’s people
can handle the truth. What they can’t
handle is hiding the truth or avoiding
the truth.
Equally disturbing is a willingness to
let a person suffer, or to actually bring
harm to a person, in order to protect or
promote the “ministry.” God will never,
not ever, bless a ministry in which a
person is deliberately harmed or in
which the harm is not redressed.
The test is really quite simple: Jesus
and my neighbor. If I’m good with them,
nothing much will go wrong. With that
said, I can now sleep undisturbed.
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LEAD
FROM
THE
PULPIT
P

ASTORS WHO LEARN TO “LEAD
FROM THE PULPIT” CAN HELP

THEIR CHURCHES BECOME A VIBRANT EXPRESSION OF GOD’S MISSION
IN THEIR COMMUNITIES, PASTOR RICK
BLACKWOOD TOLD NORTHWEST BAPTIST
CHURCH LEADERS GATHERED IN MID-FEBRUARY FOR A PREACHING WORKSHOP.
Blackwood, who leads what is now the multi-campus,
multicultural Christ Fellowship of Miami, highlighted the
importance of communicating effectively from the pulpit
with about 40 pastors during a two-day “Leading from the
Pulpit” workshop.
“When you’re fueled up with God’s word and you’ve got a
message in your heart that is anointed by God, it’s a message
that will change people’s lives, that can change our community,
that can change our city, indeed, that can change the world. I want
us to embrace the power of the pulpit, to see it for everything that
it is.”
The workshop, a pilot project co-sponsored by Blackwood and the
Northwest Baptist Convention’s evangelism and church health office, is
designed to be a long-term coaching cohort to strengthen preaching in
NWBC churches.
Joe Flegal, NWBC director of evangelism and church health, is working with
Blackwood to develop follow-up coaching and other learning experiences for
the participants.
By Cameron Crabtree
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IMB, NORTHWEST PARTNERSHIP AFFIRMED
T
HE NEW PRESIDENT OF THE SOUTHERN
BAPTIST INTERNATIONAL MISSION BOARD
AFFIRMED THE PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN THE
NORTHWEST BAPTIST CONVENTION AND THE
IMB’S LARGEST GROUP OF WORKERS IN ASIA,
NOTING THE “SIGNIFICANT, HANDS-ON INVESTMENT” NWBC CHURCHES ARE MAKING.

“We continue to see tremendous impact in [the region] and praise God for those who, like our partnering convention of churches, are multiplying impact as
they work alongside, pray and give,” Paul Chitwood
told Randy Adams, NWBC executive director, after
reviewing a 10-page report highlighting results of
the partnership on IMB work in Asia.
Chitwood became IMB president last November
and is the 13th president of the entity which sends
and supports about 3,600 global workers worldwide.
More than 100 of those are from NWBC-affiliated
congregations, estimates Adams.
The NWBC’s formal partnership with IMB workers
began in early 2015. The convention has record of
about 300-400 volunteers from 70 Northwest Bap-

tist churches participating in various efforts in Asia,
according to Adams.
They have assisted IMB workers with multiple projects in various countries and among people groups
with little access to the gospel message or among
groups previously “unengaged” by it. Some projects
involve small groups of volunteers from individual
churches, while others require more significant numbers from numerous churches working cooperatively.
Providing opportunities for individual churches to
build long-term partnerships is part of the strength
of a formal NWBC-IMB partnership, noted Adams.
He estimated at least 30 teams from local churches
have traveled to Asia to assist various IMB efforts.
Most of those teams have either “adopted” a city, a
team of IMB workers or a people group needing to
be reached, Adams said.
“We have NWBC churches engaged with workers to
reach groups who come from a variety of belief systems and religious traditions,” he noted. “At least two
churches have focused on areas in (an undisclosed
nation) where no workers live.”

Continued on page 16
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ELATIONSHIPS WITH A CHILD STARTS
THE MOMENT YOU LAY EYES ON THEM,”
SAID MINISTRY SPECIALIST LEIGH ANN
STARK, AS SHE ADDRESSED CHILDHOOD
MINISTRY WORKERS FROM CHURCHES
ACROSS THE NORTHWEST.
Participants at “CM52” – shorthand for children’s
ministry 52 weeks a year – took part in a plethora
of workshop options aimed at enhancing ministry
in local churches. The annual Northwest Baptist
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Convention-sponsored event was held to encourage
and promote good practices for children’s workers.
“Any high impact event must have a follow-up strategy to be effective,” said Stark, who serves as the
NWBC’s childhood ministry specialist. “Begin with a
prayer support team and enlist your follow-up leader
as a priority to planning your event, including Vacation Bible School. Communicate at your event what
your next big happening is.”
Stark encouraged leaders to consider starting new
Bible study classes or a parenting class for those
whose children attend VBS.

Northwest leaders and national ministry specialists
led 25 conference topics for participants.
“You may feel like you can’t relate to what today’s
parents go through,” said Delanee Williams of LifeWay Kids in a session on equipping parents to be
spiritual leaders in the home. “But we must listen to
the Holy Spirit as it’s not just us ministering.
“Engage parents and get to know them. Show
them that you care for them, because parents want
mentoring relationships and a sense of community,”
she added. “This gives us ways to share truth and
equipment them to be the spiritual leaders they are
as parents.”
Other topics included leading groups for preschoolers, guiding classroom behavior, leading a child to
Christ, embracing internationals through English
classes, tools to teach special needs kids and more.
A key topic presented was protecting children, workers and churches. Ashley Seuell, an attorney with the
Northwest Baptist Foundation, presented information, practices and resources that can assist ministry
leaders.
“Sexual abuse of children is the number one reason
for lawsuits against churches,” stated Seuell. “Individuals in your church can be convicted of a crime for
failing to report suspected abuse, even if the abuse
isn’t connected to the church. But we can equip and
empower our leaders and workers on the front line
to confront abuse.”
Seuell encouraged conference participants to
acknowledge the reality of abuse in society and
churches by preparing or reviewing church policies,
conducting an insurance check-up and adapting
programs as needed in order to follow a reasonable
policy.
“We should train workers about grooming behaviors
of predators, signs of abuse, responding to a disclosure and reporting,” said Seuell. “If you are responding to a disclosure of abuse by a child, give them
your full attention, but remain calm and reassure that
talking it the right thing. Don’t press for details, but

tell the child what you will do next and make a report
immediately. You have a duty to care for the children
in your program and are not responsible for someone else’s crime.”
Seuell is available to consult with individual churches
about best practices and may be reached at ashleys@nwbaptist.org.
This conference
offered great information on guiding
behavior and social
media usage,” said
April Musgrove, a
children’s leader
at NW Contexture
Congregations in
Beavercreek, OR.
“I loved the breakout sessions and
learned a lot, as
this was a nicely
LEIGH ANN STARK organized with
NWBC Childhood Ministry helpful informaSpecialist tion.”

“Any high impact event
must have a follow-up
strategy to be effective.
Begin with a prayer support team and enlist your
follow-up leader as a priority to planning your event,
including Vacation Bible
School. Communicate at
your event what your next
big happening is.”

A program that
develops disciplines in a child’s life will reap rewards
for a lifetime, according to Bill Emeott, lead ministry
specialist with LifeWay Kids.
“Children can pray and memorize God’s word and
we need to be part of helping them do that,” noted
Emeott. “We also need to help them to serve and understand that God is the center of the universe, not
the child. Children need to be aware of others needs
and show the love of Christ to them.
“The most influential person in a child’s life is parents. We get the privilege to partner with them to encourage habits which help produce mature followers
of Jesus Christ,” he said. “These disciplines should
be the anchor of every program and can serve as the
foundation for a disciple-building kids ministry.”

By Sheila Allen
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EFORE A CRISIS EVEN BEGAN,
NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH IN CRESWELL, OR, MADE A DECISION TO ENGAGE
THEIR COMMUNITY, ACCORDING TO NORTHWEST BAPTIST DISASTER RELIEF DIRECTOR
GARY FLOYD. THE CHURCH ESTABLISHED
RELATIONSHIPS WITH CIVIC GROUPS BEFORE
WINTER STORMS DROPPED DISASTROUS
AMOUNTS OF SNOW AND KNOCKED OUT
POWER AND ROADS IN SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES.

“Property damage occurred from the weight of the
snow and falling trees, and Oakridge, OR (population
3,000) was completely cut off until Oregon Department of Transportation cut an emergency route
to the town,” Floyd said. “In addition, Drain, OR, to
the south was left without power and First Baptist
Church pastor Jeff Johnson requested feeding support of 100 hot meals per day.”
As he works to help churches look outward and
build relationships within their local communities,
Floyd has noted people often ask what a “disasterready” church looks like. “While there are several
examples in Northwest Baptist life, one of them is
New Hope Baptist Church,” said Floyd.
After speaking with First Baptist Church of Oakridge
pastor and the local school, Willamette Valley Baptist
Association disaster relief leader Bill Griffith deployed the Willamette Valley Baptist Association field
kitchen and a team of trained volunteers to Oakridge
to work out of the school. Griffith also arranged for a
feeding team to prepare food at New Hope Baptist
Church and transport to First Baptist, Drain.

8

Northwest Baptist Witness MARCH/APRIL 2019

URCHE

S MEET

NEEDS

“New Hope pastor Rob
Walker also requested chain saw and debris
removal teams from Northwest Baptist Disaster Relief,” stated Floyd. “The teams deploy as movement in
the affected areas becomes more viable.”
“All of this happened because New Hope Baptist
Church made a decision to engage its community
before the crisis occurred,” said Floyd. “They exegeted their community to understand how God
was calling them to join him in making a difference
in the lives of people. The results can also be seen
in the new church plant out of New Hope in Cottage Grove, churches strengthened and encouraged
in Oakridge and Drain and lives being changed in
Central Oregon.”
New Hope Baptist had previously scheduled a collegiate mission team to arrive from Missouri in early
March and their plans were modified to included
clean-up and recovery work, since a number of students are already Southern Baptist Disaster Relief
trained, according to Floyd. New Hope, a “disasterready church,” is prepared to be the base camp for
teams coming to assist.
Longtime Northwest Baptist Disaster Relief leader
Ernie Zabala of southwest Washington coordinated
chain saw and debris removal teams. Georganna
Megenity, another longtime volunteer with the relief
ministry, provided administrative support to the efforts.
“Pray for the people God is wanting to impact with

this demonstration of his
love and care,” Floyd said. “Pray for
leaders and team members to make the best decisions possible and to be protected from harm.”
In other news related to Southern Baptist
relief ministries, Zabala, (second photo (R) with Gary
Floyd) of McKenzie Road Baptist Church in Olympia,
WA, recently received the Joel W. Phillips Outstanding Achievement Award during the national Southern
Baptist Disaster Relief awards banquet. The award
was given for his service and performance in Southern Baptist Disaster Relief. The banquet was held in
Missouri during the annual meeting of disaster relief
leaders from around North America.
Another Oregon region hit hard by storms was Winston, OR, where longtime pastor Steve Schenewerk,
who serves at Community Baptist Church.
“Our local chaplain’s group made huge inroads with
the sheriff’s department,” said Schenewerk. “The
chaplains took 100 phone calls and made 80 wellness visits to date. The sheriff’s department set up a
dispatch call center to handle excess calls from the
911 center and I was able to be of some help. The
Red Cross set up an emergency shelter at a nearby
church as well. Disaster Relief volunteer Kenton
Johnson stepped up last week with a timely dona-

tion of bottled water.
It was a huge learning experience.”
Johnson, a longtime Northwest Baptist Disaster
Relief chaplain, was encouraged by his employer as
they jumped in to offer the needed water.
“Leaders and stores within my company, Point S
Tires, have been involved in getting needed supplies
to folks impacted in this disaster area, and I’ve had
the honor and pleasure of being involved with them
and the chaplains with boots on the ground in that
area,” stated Johnson. “Nearly 3,000 water bottles
were delivered to assist people who would otherwise
be without right now.”
Those who have interest in receiving training to join
future relief efforts may participate in an upcoming
Northwest Baptist Disaster Relief Roundtable on
April 26-27 in Vancouver, WA. Basic training for new
volunteers and advanced courses in assessment,
fork lift training, fire cleanup, first aid and more will
be available. Registration options may be found at
http://northwestdr.com/roundtable2019.
By Sheila Allen
MARCH/APRIL 2019 Northwest Baptist Witness
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T

HE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE NORTHWEST BAPTIST CONVENTION’S EXECUTIVE

BOARD IS LIKELY TO SPEND MORE TIME THAN
USUAL AT ITS APRIL MEETING REVIEWING
THE NWBC’S CHILD PROTECTION AND ANTISEXUAL HARASSMENT POLICIES FOLLOWING
A SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION EFFORT
AIMED AT ADDRESSING SEXUAL ABUSE IN
CHURCHES AND RECENT NATIONAL PUBLICITY DETAILING STORIES OF VERIFIED AND ALLEGED ABUSE IN SBC CONGREGATIONS OVER
THE LAST 20 YEARS.
In mid-February, a series articles in the Houston
Chronicle identified about 220 convicted perpetrators and 700 victims.
“That number will grow, and has grown, as others
have come forward with their stories of abuse,” said
Randy Adams, NWBC executive director, in a statement to executive board members and Northwest
Baptist pastors.
Four of the 220 individuals compiled in the Chronicle’s report were from the Northwest – two in
pastoral roles in Washington, two with looser connections to churches in Idaho and Oregon. They had
been identified over the years in various publications,
including Northwest Baptist Witness.
SBC president J.D. Greear last summer formed a
Sexual Abuse Presidential Advisory Group to help
steer the denomination’s 47,000 churches toward
caring more effectively for victims of abuse and to
help churches prevent people from forms of abuse.
In speaking to the SBC Executive Committee in
mid-February, Greear advocated “bold and decisive
steps” to care for victims who have suffered abuse
and to rid the convention of potential for abuse in
the future. His report came about a week after the
series in the Chronicle appeared.
In a portion of his report to the committee, he advocated a nine-point plan for state conventions to
play a part in caring for the vulnerable and protecting them from potential harm. Although he only had
about a two-day notice of the report before Greear
announced it publicly, Adams affirmed its recom-

mended nine points designed to “continue and
expand our existing efforts” for educating churches,
caring for abuse survivors and supporting churches
to prevent abuse. They are:
• Raising awareness about the issue of abuse
		 through state convention outlets and events,
		 including a commitment to address abuse at
		 our 2019 annual meetings.
• Sharing resources about the issue of abuse
		 to the churches and ministries we serve.
• Partnering with the study group to develop
		 and seek ways to support its efforts and
		initiatives.
• Encouraging the effort of the Sexual Abuse
Presidential Study Group to develop the
		 resource Becoming a Church that Cares
		 Well for Abuse.
• Providing training to state convention staff
		 on how to provide highly effective resourcing
		 in caring for survivors of abuse.
• Promoting church training on how to care
		 for survivors of abuse to the churches and
		ministries served.
• Enhancing prevention practices and encour		 age churches and ministries to enhance their
		 abuse prevention policies and practices.
• Providing training to state convention staff
		 on abuse prevention
• Promoting training on abuse prevention to
		 the churches and ministries served.
The NWBC executive board adopted its current
set of anti-sexual harassment and child protection
policies in 2015. They are reviewed routinely each
spring by the board’s executive committee for any
necessary revisions or updates.
In his statement to Northwest Baptist leaders,
Adams listed a series of principles and ways the
convention seeks to assist churches in dealing with
potential for abuse situations and policies in place
at the convention to protect minors from potential
harm.
He termed it “a brief synopsis of the procedures we
have in place to assure care for victims and families
when it is appropriate, protect our convention, as
well as the ways we try to help our churches protect
their children and their ministries.”
Continued on page 22
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CHURCH
PLANTER
MEETS
NEEDS FOR
GOSPEL SAKE

S

AHARA CHEA LEARNED EARLY IN LIFE
ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF BUILDING
RELATIONSHIPS. AS A CHILD IN CAMBODIA, CHEA LEARNED HOW RELATIONSHIPS
HELPED MAXIMIZE LIMITED RESOURCES IN
ORDER TO SURVIVE. NOW AS A NORTHWEST
BAPTIST CHURCH PLANTER IN TACOMA, WA,
THOSE CRITICAL SKILLS STILL PROVE VALUABLE.
Born in 1968, Chea was separated from his
father at five years old after he trained with U.S.
soldiers and joined a liberation army intent on
freeing his country from Pol Pot and the Khmer
Rouge regime infamously known for the Cambodian killing fields. More than 1 million citizens
were slaughtered through genocide and Chea’s
father was ambushed and killed and one of his
five siblings died from famine.
“Our family was forced to relocate to a concentration ‘re-educating’ camp by gunpoint and I was
sent to work in rice fields at 10 years old and we
tried to find anything we could to eat,” said Chea.
“I would steal vegetables and dealt with diarrhea
and malaria. I finally had a near-death experience
Sahara Chea (Right) enjoys time with a local resident at a
weekly farmers market attended by many from Southeast Asia.

Continued on page 18
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Jim Hill (center) and Tim Reimer
present Kenji Yokoy (left) with
satellite terminal for use in
relief work.
Photo by Brandon Slyter

SATELLITE PHONE DONATED TO CHURCH

D

ISASTER RELIEF VOLUNTEERS WITH JAPANESE INTERNATIONAL BAPTIST CHURCH

(JIBC), OF TIGARD, OR, ARE GRATEFUL TO
COMMUNITY PARTNERS AFTER A RECENT DONATION OF A PORTABLE SATELLITE TERMINAL
FOR USE IN THE MISSION FIELD.
During a presentation Jan. 15, the church received
an iSavi IsatHub from Friends of Japan in Oregon,
which partnered with groups including Uwajimaya
grocery store, Yuuyake Shimbun (Sunrise Newspaper), Sushi Land, Portland Japanese Language
Teachers and Portland Imagawayaki Chef’s Association.
Jim Hill, with Yuuyake Shimbun, said the goal was to
make sure JIBC missionaries have access to re-
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sources if they become imperiled during relief work
overseas.
“I’ve often wondered,” said Hill, “we have this team
that goes over there. Are they prepared if something
were to happen?”
JIBC has been active in disaster relief since 2011
when an earthquake and tsunami devastated Northern Japan. The church has since created Hope
Japan, which responds regularly to disasters including in August of 2018 when large-scale flooding
impacted Western Japan, and in September of 2018
when a deadly earthquake struck the northern island
of Hokkaido.
JIBC Pastor Kenji Yokoy said God has used Hope
Japan to move powerfully in the hearts and minds of
the Japanese people, including fellow disaster relief

groups who were wary at first of American volunteers.
Hope Japan’s activities have also fostered relationships at home including in October of 2018 when
they coordinated with the Japan-America Society
of Oregon to plan a relief trip to Hokkaido. Though
several people volunteered at the time, the trip failed
to get under way. However Yokoy said it was still a
step in the right direction.

PASTORS TO ASSIST
NWBC WORK

T

WO WELL-RECOGNIZED NORTHWEST BAPTIST PASTORS ARE JOINING THE NORTH-

WEST BAPTIST CONVENTION TEAM AS PART-

On Jan. 15, Yokoy expressed gratitude for the donation of the satellite terminal.

TIME EVANGELISM AND CHURCH HEALTH

“I know that this represents not just a lot of money
but your heart and care for us because we can’t do
what we do without you,” he said.

5, AN AREA COMPRISING CENTRAL AND

The terminal, which
retails for around
$1,000, allows
several mobile
devices to link at
the same time,
enabling voice, text
and data without
the need for a cellular network. Hill
said the cost was
KENJI YOKOY about twice what
they expected to
spend, but said equipping JIBC missionaries was a
proper investment.

“It causes me great concern and worry because I
don’t want to lead people
into that kind of a dangerous situation without being
equipped and this is going
to help us and I’m so grateful for us.”

“We felt that it would be a very useful tool that the
team could take with them,” he said.
The terminal also included a kit with utility knives,
headlamps, a charger and extra batteries. Yokoy said
such a gift was valuable because there have been
times when his missionaries were in harm’s way,
including close proximity to landslides.
“It causes me great concern and worry because I
don’t want to lead people into that kind of a dangerous situation without being equipped and this is going to help us and I’m so grateful for us,” he said.
JIBC has no plans for a Hope Japan trip in the near
future, but they remain ready if the need arises.
Yokoy said the goal, at the end of the day, is for missionaries to “give our lives and lay it down for others.”
By Stephen Floyd

CATALYSTS TO ASSIST CHURCHES IN REGION
EASTERN WASHINGTON, NORTH IDAHO AND
NORTHEASTERN OREGON.
Stephen Brewer, who retired in 2016 after serving as pastor of Eastmont Baptist Church in East
Wenatchee, WA, for 14 years, will begin working
with the convention April
1, according to Joe Flegal, the NWBC’s director of evangelism and
church health.
“I am excited about
Steve Brewer serving
with us and working with
our churches in key areas of reaching people and
making disciples in healthy, reproducible ways,” said
Joe Flegal, director of the NWBC’s evangelism and
church health office. “He has a proven track record
of effective and faithful pastoral ministry in the
Northwest. He has a genuine love and concern for
pastors and churches and will be a great source of
encouragement and assistance to them. The NWBC
is fortunate to have add a person of this caliber to
the team.”
In addition to his ministry at Eastmont, Brewer was
a pastor in Puyallup, WA, and three cities in Oregon
-- Roseburg, Glendale and Sutherlin.
Throughout his ministry, Brewer has participated in
various denominational leadership roles, serving on
the boards of the NWBC and the Northwest Baptist
Foundation. He’s also led his churches in strong mission efforts both in the Northwest and abroad. While
Continued on page 21
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Continued from page 5

A major component in partnership projects is providing logistical and staff support for the large conferences for IMB workers. Those periodic retreats are
opportunities for IMB personnel in the affinity group
to gather from the dozens of locales in which they
work – some of them isolated from other personnel
-- for training, strategic planning, support, encouragement and fellowship.
In 2016, more than 160 volunteers from 32 churches played key roles in the first major affinity group
conference in several years. In 2018, 50 volunteers
from 10 churches helped staff a leadership retreat
for IMB workers in Asia.
Another 100-plus Northwest Baptist volunteers have
participated in training for the affinity conference
this summer. “God’s blessing is both the fuel and the
resource we need to get this job done,” said Adams
during a mid-March orientation for the group.
In addition to supporting the conferences for IMB
workers, the partnership helps organize vision trips
for pastors and church leaders that foster specific
partnerships between local NWBC churches and
workers in various locales. More than 40 Northwest
pastors have taken part in those ventures abroad.
“Dozens of churches have gotten directly involved
in international missions with IMB personnel that
had never before been engaged,” said Adams. “The
partnership has provided a focus and a common missions experience for our churches.”
Adams believes connecting churches to such uniting
global purpose strengthens both the local churches
and the larger convention.
“The partnership has demonstrated the importance
of the NWBC to our churches, and the entire cooperative system of the Southern Baptist Convention,
because they have seen that without convention
leadership, they could never have done international
missions in the way they have,” he said.
That plays out in various scenarios.
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Chong Kim, who works with the NWBC as an evangelism and church health catalyst for Asian churches,
helped lead a team of Korean pastors from the
Northwest on a vision trip to Japan in order to survey
opportunities for partnership with IMB personnel and
Baptist churches throughout the country.
“Along with the key leadership of NWBC Korean
churches, we are seeking a way to be in continuing
partnership with the churches in Japan,” said Kim.
“As of now, we are seeking pastors who want to visit
Japan for leadership training this fall.”
Japanese International Baptist Church of Tigard,
OR, has built relationships with various churches and
organizations to provide assistance there. It established a local ministry initiative within the church to
assist in relief efforts when the island nation faces
consequences of natural disasters. (See related story
on Page 14)
Jason*, an IMB worker in Japan, highlighted the role
of Reata Springs Baptist Church in supporting his
work. “They faithfully pray for us and keep contact
with us,” he said. The church sends about two teams
annually for prayer walking, work on university campuses, discipleship workshops for local believers and
other projects.
Lance Johnson*, the student ministry leader for the
IMB group, is working with Ken Harmon and Northwest Collegiate Ministries to establish a long-term
relationship that involved college students in projects
throughout the year.
He also credited the work of teams from
CrossPointe Church in Bothell, WA, with “gaining access to two college campuses” in Nagoya for ongoing work.
One of the newer efforts in the partnership is a training experience to involve church leaders in crosscultural training labs overseas.
“They would receive training in different areas of service in a classroom setting – trained by our personnel – and in hands-on, practical service,” said Hector.*
“The goal is they would commit to send a team back
or to team with another church and combine to come

together.” A lab is planned for later this year.
Several IMB workers on the field credited other
NWBC churches listed in the report with important
prayer support and involvement in other partnership
endeavors.
Having participated in multiple short-term trips
abroad throughout his life, Adams suggested involvement in the partnership positively influences
giving to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering, which
provides more than half of the IMB’s annual budget
($264.4 million for 2018-19).
In 2013, NWBC churches gave $403,745 through
the LMCO. For 2015, the year the partnership was
adopted, the offering increased to nearly $505,000.
The high was in 2017 at more than $627,000 and
in 2018 the tally was more than $517,000. “Without
question, the Asia partnership has caused an increase in the Lottie Moon offering,” said Adams.
In addition to teams from the Northwest traveling to
support the work overseas, IMB field personnel in
Asia also play a role in strengthening global concerns here at home. While on stateside assignments,

they have promoted various projects and offered
multi-day training events for interested volunteers
from NWBC churches over the last four years.
At the NWBC’s annual meeting they report on their
work and are feature speakers at auxiliary events.
As Northwest Baptists plan and identify specific
workers or areas to target for partnership projects,
they have to take changing landscapes of access
and security into consideration. Many IMB workers
serve where the political and social conditions allow
for open expressions of faith and church activity –
Japan, for example -- but others work in countries
or among population groups where they face severe
restrictions or hostility to such endeavors.
Northwest Baptists are encouraged to pray for the
advance of the gospel message both through the
partnership efforts and among IMB work around the
world.
(*Names changed or partially disclosed for security
reasons)
By Cameron Crabtree

Per·spec·tive — /pərˈspektiv/
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2019 NW WOMEN’S SUMMIT
APRIL 12-13 //

LAKE BIBLE CHURCH - LAKE OSWEGO, OR

KEYNOTE SPEAKER:

GAYLA PARKER

Conference, Retreat Speaker,
Bible Teacher, Author
Little Rock, Arkansas

COST: $25
For more information or to register:
www.nwbaptist.org
QUESTIONS: Contact Nancy Hall, Women’s
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after hiding and eating stolen green rice and chewing it like cattle.”
Those horrific years included no formal education,
but Chea would stand outside classroom windows to
pick up what knowledge he could. The family, including his mother, grandmother and siblings, escaped to
Thailand by leaving for the border at dark and arriving the next morning at a refugee camp.
“Some people got robbed, raped or bitten by snakes,”
Chea stated, “but our small group made it. We spent
two years there and then transferred to another
camp where I began to learn to read and write Cambodian and English. I spent most of my time with old
people and they taught me. I built relationships and
connected with people.”
His introduction to the most important relationship
of all was when American missionaries introduced
Chea to Jesus Christ by first offering him bread.
“They would come to the refugee camp in the morning and I would hang out with them and get food
and then eventually worked for them at the hospital,” Chea said. “I learned to be productive as I was

the oldest ‘man’ in my family. We then were sent to
a final refugee center that was a holding camp for
those waiting for immigration. I wrote letters to the
U.S. Embassy and tried to connect with anyone from
the U.S. It was also there that I began working as a
translator.”
That persistence paid off as the entire family was
allowed entry into the United States. Life seemed
good, blessed with simple things like shoes and
jeans to wear.
“It was a blessing from God and I was faithful and
didn’t argue with my neighbor,” Chea noted. “People
that made fun of me, I forgave them in Jesus name. I
tried to catch up on my education when we arrived in
Houston where our sponsor lived.”
Although an improvement over their previous situation, the Chea family first lived in a crime-ridden
Houston neighborhood with eight people in one
room for the first year. But at 15 years old, Chea’s
initiative gained him his first job in the U.S., waiting
tables at a girls’ camp for the summer.
“I took English as a second language (ESL) courses
and joined a church youth group at that time,” Chea
said. “We heard about a relative in California and

George Gauggel (left) receives his first
Bible after receiving help from Sahara
Chea during a difficult period in his life.
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immigrants in the greater Tacoma area.

eventually moved there and I participated in sports
teams and also joined a church there, which helped
a lot. I struggled in school but didn’t quit and tried
hard. I joined any high school club I could to improve
my English.”
Chea eventually
graduated as vale- “Some have criticized
my work at the Buddhist
dictorian, instilling
him with deeper
temple, but that is the only
confidence as he
thing many Southeast
began college
Asians know, and I have
while he worked
found openness to hearing
as a youth pastor
and translator for
of Jesus there.”
a school district.
Sensing that
SAHARA CHEA
everything he had
accomplished was
a blessing from
God, Chea began volunteering at homeless shelters
and often took youth to assist with feeding.

health care advocate, established ESL and computer
classes at a local Buddhist temple, worked with
community leaders to establish three community
gardens, coordinated cultural dance classes, served
as volunteer police chaplain and saw a new community center built to meet ongoing community needs.
That center will house the first home of Southeast
Asian Ministry, a church Chea is starting as he seeks
to meet the spiritual needs of transplants from the
far side of the globe.
“Some have criticized my work at the Buddhist
temple, but that is the only thing many Southeast
Asians know, and I have found openness to hearing of Jesus there,” Chea said. “The local monk and
I have many good conversations and I am willing to
go where the people are. I thank God for preserving my life even before I truly came to know him as
my personal Lord and Savior he chose me from the
foundation of the world to follow him and lead others
to know him.”
By Sheila Allen

His love of education led Chea through post graduate work and a doctoral program at Fuller Seminary.
The plight of the disenfranchised never left him and
Chea began a street ministry in central California,
reaching out in gang-infested neighborhoods. But a
friend’s invitation to move to Tacoma, WA, and assist
with a new ministry enticed Chea, his wife, Sima -whose family was also in Cambodia’s killing fields -and their two daughters to a new life 10 years ago.
Upon arrival, Chea immediately immersed himself
in the community, joining neighborhood associations, community groups and Cambodian cultural
programs. He supported his family by translating for
Cambodians seeking assistance with medical, legal
and other public services.
“There are a lot of broken families among our people,” Chea remarked. “Many first-generation children
are falling into the trap of gangs and these families
are hurting. There has been a lack of parental guidance and sense of belonging. For the uneducated,
there are often low expectations and people have
difficulty looking at the big picture. God has asked
me to address these social issues in our community by fitting into the cultural setting and then I can
minister.”
And fit in he has. Chea has worked tirelessly as a

Disaster Relief Roundtable
April 26-27, 2019

Northwest Baptist Center - Vancouver, WA
CLASSES FOR NEW VOLUNTEERS
AND THOSE WHO NEED TO RECERTIFY

SELECT CLASSES WHEN YOU PRE-REGISTER
at northwestdr.com/roundtable2019
Registration fee is $35 and due at time of pre-registration
Send fee to: NWBC, Disaster Relief Registration
3200 NE 109th Ave, Vancouver, WA 98682
Registration begins at 10 am
Friday, April 26, 2019
For additional information email
chuckandmary36@comcast.net
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Region 4

Region 1
Auburn-Igl Hispana LifeWay
Auburn-Lifeway Ch Auburn
Bellevue-Lake Hills
Bellevue-Leaven Church
Bellevue-The Well
Bellingham-Living Word
Blk Diamond-Chap Wood
Bothell-Living Spring
Bothell-CrossPointe
Bothell-Dwelling Place
Bothell-Tabern de Dios
Burlington-Calvary
Camano Island-Restoration
Clear Lake-FBC
Darrington-Mt View
Des Moines-The Mountain
Edmonds-One In Christ
Edmonds-Rock of Hope
Enumclaw-FBC
Everett-Journey
Everett-Redemption Ch
Everett-Bethlehem Korean
Everett-Pinehurst
Everett-S Everett Comm
Fed Way-First Ukranian
Fed Way-Bethel
Fed Way-Christ Church
Fed Way-Cross Life
Fed Way-FBC
Fed Way-Korean-Amer
Fed Way-Lifeway
Fed Way-Nine Lakes
Fed Way-SoundSide
Federal Way-City Center
Hamilton-FBC

J-F 19
214
50
1,031
660
1,083
100
848
172
2,497
697
100
410
1,038
300
719
1,233
150
1,804
450
2,075
900
50
1,842
500
200
200
100
200
150
4,012
1,400
335
1,793
114
3,646

Issaquah-Foothills
2,915
Kent-Bread of Life
66
Kent-Chin-Burmese
300
Kent-International Christian
100
Kent-Sequoia
2,667
Lake Stevens-Lake Country 1,000
Lakewood-Emmaus
50
Lakewood-FBC
16,324
Lakewood-Good Shepherd
240
Lakewood-Kaleo Community 612
Lynden-La Vid Verdadera
2,186
Lynnwood-Healing
15
Lynnwood-Global Mission
100
Lynnwood-Japanese
215
Lynnwood-Martha Lk
492
Lynnwood-ONE Church
153
Lynnwood-Seattle Bridge
1,583
Maple Falls-Mt. Baker
366
Maple Valley-Hope
15,320
Marysville-Emmanuel
777
Milton-Loving First
105
Monroe-FBC
6,160
Mount Vernon-Christian
680
Mount Vernon-Trinity
596
Oak Harbor-Christian Fellow 150
Oak Harbor-Southern
2,040
Puyallup-High Pointe
5,069
Puyallup-South Hill
494
Puyallup-Sunrise
5,095
Redmond-FBC Rose Hill
375
Redmond-Meadowbrook
18,434
Renton-Iglesia Vida
600
Renton-NewStory
612
Renton-Sunset
1,430
Renton-Trinity
800
Sammamish-21st Century
268

SeaTac-Riverton Heights
100
Seattle-The Hallows
2,000
Seattle-Chinese Southern
5,341
Seattle-Epic Life
644
Seattle-FBC Beverly Pk
683
Seattle-Gracepoint
150
Seattle-Living Water Chinese 755
Seattle-New Covenant
250
Seattle-Roots Community
1,243
Seattle-Two Bridges
169
Sedro Woolley-Cross Cntry
828
Sedro Woolley-Skagit
200
Sedro Woolley-Valley
782
Snohomish-Bridge
453
Snohomish-BridgeCity
869
Sultan-FBC
2,320
Sultan-Lighthouse
511
Tacoma-The Pathway
124
Tacoma-E.Tacoma Christian
50
Tacoma-Filipino Inter
250
Tacoma-Highland Hill
1,228
Tacoma-Japanese Intl
924
Tacoma-New Beginnings
20
Tacoma-New Hope
26
Tacoma-Tacoma FBC
12,000
Tacoma-VMCM
90
Yelm-First
738
Yelm-Ignite Church
408
Total:
152,617

J-F19
280
1,215
2,241
391
1,411
2,569
375
498
10,733

Longview-Highlands
Longview-La Iglesia
Longview-Robert Gray
Longview-Valley
Ocean Shores-Faith Com
Olympia, Westwood
Olympia-McKenzie Road
Port Angeles-Hillcrest
Port Orchard-FBC
Port Townsend-San Juan

156
230
639
2,273
899
583
2,354
819
2,006
3,299

Rainier-Delena
Scappoose-Creekside
Sequim-FBC
Silverdale-Clear Creek
Toledo-FBC
Total:

McMinnville-Valley
Odell-FBC
Prtld-Flavel Street
Prtld-Mien Fellowship
Prtld-Antioch Christian
Prtld-East Bridge
Prtld-Hope International
Prtld-Kaleo Communities
Prtld-Korean Logos
Prtld-Mill Park
Prtld-New Life Intnl
Prtld-Peninsula
Prtld-Rejoice
Prtld-Remedy City
Prtld-Renaissance
Prtld-Spring of Life
Prtld-The Common
Prtld-Word of Life Romanian
Prtld-Zomi Bethel
Ridgefield-GO
Rufus-Bapt Ch at Rufus

5,063
507
100
200
150
122
1,726
507
400
1,634
300
150
849
2,640
40
5,260
326
2,979
450
1,427
137

The Dalles-Emmanuel
497
Tigard-Hall Blvd
1,814
Tigard-Japanese Intnl
400
Tillamook-Life Change
1,029
Vancouver-Ukrainian
100
Vancouver-Arabic
55
Vancouver-CrossPointe
5,027
Vancouver-Evergreen
1,294
Vancouver-Gtr Faith MBC
50
Vancouver-Iglesia Belen
320
Vancouver-Korean
100
Vancouver-Project Truth
900
Vancouver-Revival
300
Vancouver-Romanian
2,843
Vancouver-Song of Hope
100
Vancouver-Trinity
600
Vancouver-Vietnamese
80
Vancouver-Vietnamese Heart 765
Wilsonville-Creekside
2,013
Total:
88,580

Region 2
Bremerton-Sonshine
Castle Rock-FBC
Chehalis-Dayspring
Elma-Bethany
Kalama-Kalama
Lacey-FBC
Lacey-New Zion
Longview-Beacon Hill
Longview-FBC

217
497
2,843
193
4,568
41,493

Region 3
J-F19
Battle Ground-Parkway
89
Beavercrk-NW Contexture 1,533
Beaverton-FBC
2,307
Beaverton-Global
100
Beaverton-New Creation
830
Beaverton-Trinity Ch & Ministry 25
Bingen-FBC
346
Boring-Iglesia Vida Nueva
908
Camas-Lacamas Heights
668
Clackamas-Trinity
3,656
Estacada-Clackamas Vly
411
Forest Grove-The Crossing
528
Goldendale-Columbus Ave 2,354
Gresham-Pathway
27,920
Gresham-Punto de Gracia
60
Hillsboro-New Life
1,649
Hood River-Tucker Road
883
Klickitat-Klickitat Valley
270
Lake Oswego-Lake Bible
200
McMinnville-Grace
589
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Albany-Knox Butte
Albany-Nueva Esperanza
Bend-River Woods
Bend-Summit Community
Canyonville-Canyon Creek
Corvallis-Branch
Corvallis-Grant Avenue
Cottage Grove-Calvary
Cottage Grove-Hope
Creswell-New Hope
Dallas-FBC
Dexter-Dexter Baptist
Eugene-Fairfield
Eugene-Japanese
Eugene-Riviera
Florence-FBC
Glendale-Glendale
Gold Beach-Riley Creek
Grants Pass-Solid Rock
K Falls-Ch on Homedale
Keizer-Cristiana Renuevo
La Pine-Whispering Pines
Lakeview-Trinity
Lebanon-Trinity
Lebanon-Trinity Espanol
Lincoln City-Pacific

Region 5

Airway Hts-Airway Hts
Airway Hts-Spokane Rock
Athol-Athol
Benton City-FBC
Bonners Ferry-Boundary
Brewster-Calvary
Burbank-Trinity
Cashmere-Evergreen
Cheney-Fellowship
Clarkston-Sonrise
Clarkston-Trinity
Coeur d’Alene-Emmanuel
Dayton-Faith Chapel
E Wenatchee-Eastmont
Ellensburg-Chestnut St
Grandview-Valley Life
Greenacres-Greenacres
Harrison-Community
Heppner-Willow Creek
Hermiston-Grace
Hermiston-New Beginnings
Ione-Ione
Kellogg-FBC
Kennewick-Crossview
Kennewick-Finley First
Kennewick-Hillview
Kennewick-Kennewick
Kennewick-Quinault
La Grande-The Way
La Grande-Trinity
Leavenworth-FBC
Lewiston-Orchards
Lewiston-Tammany
Mead-Crossover
Moscow-Trinity
Moses Lake-Emmanuel

J-F19
80
137
40
336
130
2,825
7,828
387
969
4,188
250
41
7,473
15
1,618
3,402
926
40
821
2,533
324
878
418
776
30
204

Madras-FBC
794
Medford-Living Hope
578
Medford-Lozier Lane
576
Medford-New Horizon
191
Monmouth-Cultivate
770
North Bend-FBC
1,455
Phoenix-FBC
1,061
Prineville-Calvary
384
Prospect-Prospect
97
Redmond-Highland
26,742
Reedsport-Highlands
486
Rogue River-Grace
2,491
Roseburg-Vine Street
3,301
Salem-Capital
3,439
Salem-Living Water
86
Siletz-Sacred Ground
134
Springfield-East Side
819
Springfield-Grace Korean
417
Springfield-Trinity
981
Sweet Home-Freedom
351
Terrebonne-Smith Rock
830
Toledo-FBC
300
Waldport-FBC
500
Warm Springs-Warm Sprgs
600
White City-Trinity
200
Winston-Community
1,954
Total:
86,206

J-F19
3,024
500
3,265
826
123
400
1,982
5,972
664
1,003
130
400
100
8,799
3,630
1,264
200
2,100
1,496
429
540
405
557
400
400
1,204
16,829
258
451
110
2,323
1,763
5,708
100
300
603

Northport-FBC
202
Oakesdale-FBC
201
Orofino-FBC
12
Pasco-Redeemer Tri-Cities
215
Pasco-Emmanuel
714
Pasco-International
165
Paterson-Community
492
Pilot Rock-Life Church
1,295
Prosser-Calvary
255
Pullman-Emmanuel
6,440
Pullman-Grace and Glory
500
Rathdrum-New Beg
921
Rice-Victory
557
Richland-Reata Sprgs
2,500
Richland-Richland
31,050
Richland-Richland Hghts
1,000
Spirit Lake-Spirit Lake
848
Spokane Valley-Dishman First 1,801
Spokane Valley-East Valley
809
Spokane Valley-Valleypoint 1,073
Spokane-Crestline
598
Spokane-Driscoll Blvd
1,398
Spokane-North Addison
1,594
Spokane-Springhill Bible
400
St Maries-College Ave
290
Union Gap-FBC
331
W Richland-Grace&Truth
2,044
Walla Walla-Blue Mt
1,231
Walla Walla-Kairos
150
Wapato-FBC
1,155
Wenatchee-Valley
900
Yakima-Terrace Hghts
1,534
Yakima-The Cross
3,866
Yakima-The River
433
Zillah-Mtn View
188
Total:
135,421

January through February Budget vs Actual Comparison
Budget
Actual
Variance
443,076
507,527
64,451
Report only includes churches that have contributed through the
Northwest Baptist Convention January - February 2019. A full report of
all NWBC churches is available at www.gonbw.org/cp/

2
1
2
5
4
5
2
5
5
0
0
1
7
0
0
0
8
1
9
3
8
8
4
0
0
1
4
1
0
5
0
4
6
3
8
1

Continued from page 15

serving in the Seattle area, he led the church growth
portion of a multi-year “Embracing Seattle” evangelism effort.
Brewer holds an undergraduate degree from Northern Arizona University and a master of divinity and
doctor of ministry from Luther Rice Seminary.
Keith Evans, pastor
of Pathway Church in
Gresham, OR, will join
the team May 1.
“We are very excited to
have an experienced
and strong pastor like
Keith join us to serve our pastors and churches in
Region 5,” said Randy Adams, NWBC executive
director.
In addition to serving as lead pastor of Pathway
Church (formerly known as Greater Gresham Bap-

tist Church), Evans previously was pastor of Central
Baptist Church in Monmouth, OR, and he also served
in collegiate ministry.
In addition to his NWBC role, Evans will also be serving on the staff of Resonate Church, a network of
collegiate churches seeking to multiply in various cities where universities are located across the greater
Northwest.
Evans has also had extensive involvement in convention leaderships roles, having served on the executive board and as NWBC president.
He holds an undergraduate degree from Oklahoma
State University and master of divinity and doctor of
ministry degrees from Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary (now known as Gateway Seminary of
the Southern Baptist Convention).

By Cameron Crabtree

3200 NE 109th Avenue
Vancouver, WA 98682
nwbaptistfdn.org · 800.594.2981
Serving churches throughout the Northwest by
encouraging Gospel Shaped stewardship through…

· Planned Charitable Giving
· Investment Trust Services
· Church Loans

Connect with us today to explore how we can
assist you or your church.
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First, the NWBC does national criminal background
checks on all NWBC and on all volunteers who work
with minors. “Every church must do the same,” urged
Adams. “If your church has not done national criminal background checks on every person working
with those under age 18, children are placed at risk.
Furthermore, the church is at great risk should abuse
ever occur.”

Fifth, “we never suppress or cover up information
regarding sexual abuse,” stated Adams. “We have
not entered into nondisclosure agreements with any
person who separates from the NWBC because of a
moral failure, and we will not do so.”
NWBC churches have been responding to conversations prompted by recent news coverage and by
issues that continue to surface in ministry settings.
Ron Allen, pastor of First Baptist Church in Florence,
OR, hosted a Sunday evening forum about it in late
February. It drew participants from seven churches in
the southern Oregon coastal town.

Background checks must be performed on all paid
staff and every volunteer with access to children, according to Adams. A downloadable file with multiple
child abuse prevention resources
In eastern Washington, Emmanuel
is available on the convention’s
Baptist Church in Pullman hosted
website, nwbaptist.org, in the
a conference in late March sponFirst, the NWBC does national
section dedicated to Preschool &
sored by Awaken Network, a coalibackground checks on all NWBC
Childhood Ministries.
tion of abuse survivors and victim
and on all volunteers who work
advocates seeking to heighten
Second, the NWBC offers trainwith minors. Every church must do awareness about forms of abuse
ing to churches multiple times a
within the Christian community.
the same. If your church has not
year on how to protect children
done national criminal background
and prevent abuse from occurring.
Other churches are reviewing their
checks on every person working
Included in this training is a list of
own policies or inquiring about
with those under age 18, children
resources for conducting criminal
further training to ensure they are
background checks and other
doing what they can to protect
are placed at risk. Furthermore,
important procedures for ensuring
minors from potential harm.
the church is at great risk should
security and safety of those in a
abuse ever occur.
church’s care.
Increasingly, the notion of “han-RANDY ADAMS dling matters internally” without
Ashley Seuell, an attorney with
NWBC Executive Director involvement of legal authorities
the Northwest Baptist Foundation,
is seen as wholly inadequate by
is available to review a church’s
those who study these issues or
policies and recommend policies
provide training for protecting the
and methods to protect its children and the church
vulnerable.
at large.
At a recent NWBC full staff meeting, Seuell preThird, when “moral failure” occurs on the part of
sented an overview of ways to combat child abuse
an NWBC staff member, even if it does not involve
and sexual harassment in various ministry settings.
criminal behavior, the reason for termination or
In addition to meeting all the legal standards on the
resignation is stated publicly. The stated reason may
issues, “the Bible asks a lot more of us,” suggested
not offer details of the offense, Adams said, but that
Seuell.
it was an issue of moral failure. “We urge churches
do the same, suggested Adams. “This makes it much
“We should be doing more in the body of Christ,” she
more difficult for a sexual offender to move to a new
added. “We should be in the forefront of teaching
town, or a new state, and resume ministry.”
child abuse prevention in our society.”
Fourth, the convention offers to provide Christian
counseling to those hurt and injured by sexual immorality and/or abuse, Adams added.
By Cameron Crabtree
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GATEWAY MARKS 75TH YEAR

S

OUTHERN BAPTISTS’ SEMINARY TO THE
WEST WAS BORN 75 YEARS AGO DURING
A PRAYER MEETING, THE DREAM OF A VISIONARY MAN.
Gateway Seminary celebrated the anniversary of that
occasion March 14 during a Founder’s Day event
that culminated in a 10-hour prayer vigil by faculty,
staff and students.
Jeff Iorg, president of the seminary, noted it is “appropriate that we begin our celebration with prayer,
just as the school began” to a seminary audience
gathered in the chapel at the school’s Ontario, CA,
campus.
“(As) we celebrate this significant achievement,” he
noted, “it’s important to remember aspects of our
founding that have marked our history and, I hope,
will mark our future.”
The Southern California campus serves as the
administrative center for its network of campuses
in several western states. The Pacific Northwest
Campus, located in the Northwest Baptist Center in
Vancouver, WA, began in fall 1980 as an extension
center with 41 students in attendance.
Gateway also has locations in Arizona and Colorado.
Students can also earn degrees studying through its
online campus.
The seminary will host other events during the year
to commemorate its 75th anniversary.
Iorg said the seminary was the dream of a man from
Arkansas named Isam Hodges.
Hodges, his wife and five children moved to Berkeley, CA, in 1935, one year before the first Southern
Baptist church was founded in the state. He graduated with a master of arts from Berkeley Baptist
Divinity School in May 1937 and accepted the call to
serve as pastor of Golden Gate Baptist Church the
next month.
The church at the time cooperated with the Northern
Baptist Convention, but later joined the efforts of
Southern Baptists in the state as Hodges learned

more about
their “aggressive
program” of
evangelism
and missions
and as their
work in the
state grew.
As Hodges
looked about
him in early
1944, he
knew that
only a great
network of
churches in every city, town, and village could accomplish what God would do in the West, Iorg said.
New missions and churches had to be started. For
this to happen, many more pastors and other church
leaders would need to be trained. Hodges prayed
more about his lifelong dream and willingness to
work toward creating the school he felt was needed.
“Isam Hodges and his wife invited the six deacons
of their church and their wives to their home for
fellowship and prayer on Thursday evening, March
23, 1944,” Iorg recounted. “One of those attending,
caught up in the spirit of the meeting, said, ‘This will
go down in history as a great prayer meeting.’ A key
feature of the prayer meeting was asking God about
starting a new seminary in the West.”
A prayer journey began immediately following the
Founder’s Day service, with participants engaging
in one-hour sessions as they moved through the
Ontario campus facility.
In addition to the birthday party in July that will mark
the issuance of the seminary’s charter, other celebrations will be held during the fall and spring trustee
meetings.
The 75th anniversary celebration will conclude in
April 2020 with a final observance at the Ontario
Convention Center.
By Kathie Chute
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