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VIEWPOINT

Randy Adams
Executive Director

2018: A Year of Kingdom Growth
Twenty-nine new NWBC churches and 
a fifth consecutive annual increase in 
Cooperative Program (CP) missions 
giving signify continued growth in the 
mission of Northwest Baptist churches. 
Additionally, the Northwest Impact 
Missions Offering recorded the largest 
annual increase in decades, total-
ing $136,691, or $36,000 above the 
2017 offering of $96,854. 

Growth in numbers of churches and 
missions giving doesn’t tell us all 
we need to know about our spiritual 
health, but they indicate our Kingdom 
footprint in the Northwest is expand-
ing.

First, consider these facts about the 
29 new churches (including new 
church plants, newly-affiliated existing 
and new campuses of existing church-
es). Thirteen of them are in Oregon 
and 16 are in Washington. About half 
of these churches are in the Portland 
and Seattle metro areas; half are in 
other cities and towns. The size of the 
communities ranges from a few thou-
sand to hundreds of thousands. Two of 
the 29 churches worship in the Arabic 
language, one in Russian, one in Zomi, 
another in Cambodian, five in Spanish, 
one in Korean, another in Vietnamese, 
and 17 in English. That’s new churches 
in eight languages, all in one year.

How does this happen? The same way 
it did in the first century. Some planted, 
others watered, and God gave the 
increase. It takes churches, pastors, 
and missionaries, all working together, 
empowered by the Holy Spirit, to see 
the Kingdom advance, and especially 
cross-cultural, multi-linguistic, Kingdom 
advance. 

We need the SBC system of seminar-

ies and mission agencies. We need 
churches, associations and conven-
tions, all working together, each doing 
their part, to effectively and consis-
tently penetrate lostness in the North-
west. Great Commission work is never 
accomplished by “me and Jesus and 
no other.”  It’s always Jesus and me 
and many others. Paul had Barnabas 
and Timothy and Silas, but he also had 
the church at Antioch, later joined by 
churches in Philippi and Ephesus and 
many others.

Second, CP missions giving in 2018 
totaled $2,849,089, for an increase of 
$35,863 over 2017. With CP missions 
decreasing nationally, it is remarkable 
that we have experienced five consec-
utive years of growth in the Northwest. 
This, together with significant growth 
in our Northwest Impact Mission Of-
fering, puts us in a strong position as 
we train leaders, start and strengthen 
churches, and do missions, including 
Disaster Relief missions, in 2019.

Speaking of missions, please pray 
about joining your fellow Northwest 
Baptists in sending a team of 130 
people to Asia in July 2019. We will 
minister to hundreds of our overseas 
workers and their children. More infor-
mation about this mission opportunity 
is included elsewhere in the Witness. 
Paula and I will be there, as will oth-
ers from throughout the Northwest. In 
2016 we sent 163 from 32 churches, 
so I’m confident we can do this by 
God’s grace and through faith in Him.       

This is an opportunity for rejoicing, 
Northwest Baptists, and for giving God 
praise and glory for the great things he 
has done. Together we see God work-
ing mightily in our day, this good day 
he has given to us.
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After losing personnel funding ten 
years ago following a Northwest 

Baptist Convention staff reorganization 
and change in ministry priorities, leaders 
of Northwest Collegiate Ministries have 
been regaining ground in campus-based 
evangelism and discipleship, according to 
NCM director Ken Harmon.

Throughout a significant part of the Northwest 
Baptist Convention’s history, ministry to students on 
college and university campuses played an important 
part in overall evangelism, discipleship and leader-
ship development ministries. At one point, more 
than 50 full-time and part-time leaders worked with 

campus-based ministries across the Northwest, 
Harmon noted.

Today, a cadre of young men and women has been 
rebuilding the scope of the ministry and are reach-
ing students on about a dozen Northwest campuses. 
The work is largely located in the greater Portland 
metro area, but it also includes other areas in central 
Washington.

The leaders raise personal financial support for their 
ministry efforts and work other jobs in order to stay 
engaged with their respective ministries. “The mis-
sion and the call is important enough to keep doing 
it,” said Harmon.

After the NWBC’s reorganization, along with reduced 
organizations support and fewer resources from 

COLLEGIATE MINISTRY

ON THE RISE
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national Southern Baptist agencies, local Baptist 
associations were crucial to helping maintain the 
ministries until further support was in place.

“The reason we are able to be where we are today is 
because Interstate Baptist Association stepped up 
and partnered with us to reach college students in 
our mission field.” He also noted the importance of 
Willamette Valley Baptist Association in supporting 
collegiate work in the areas around Eugene, OR.

“I’m grateful for associations that committed to 
prioritizing and valuing ministry to college students,” 
Harmon said. “College students are among the most 
readily available groups that can be mobilized for the 
gospel and for missions.”

Another important partner in sustaining NCM has 

been the collegiate ministry of the Baptist General 
Convention of Texas. The NWBC’s executive board 
last November affirmed a formal partnership with 
the BGCT that includes a significant effort to bolster 
collegiate ministry in the Northwest, especially in the 
Seattle metro area.

In recent years, the NWBC has renewed some direct 
support for NCM ministries, offering financial sup-
port in its annual budget and including collegiate 
evangelism in the convention’s annual missions 
offering.

“The convention has found ways to re-engage its 
involvement with collegiate ministry, morphing the 
relationship,” Harmon noted. “I’m grateful.” 

Continued on page 23
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HEART FOR 
MISSIONS

DRIVES 
PASTOR
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Continued on page 21

AT HIS CORE, BEN DAVIS HAS CHAMPI-

ONED MISSIONS FOR 25 YEARS -- OFFER-

ING HIS TIME, RESOURCES AND NOW HIS 

FAMILY FOR CHRIST’S CAUSE AROUND THE 

WORLD.

As a young adult director at a former church, Davis 
first took a group to Asia for three months to study the 
language and tutor local students.

“I spent time with two or three students to build rela-
tionships and share the gospel,” Davis recalled. “I was 
stunned when they said in lowered voices that they 
wanted to learn English from the Bible. I was then able 
to lead both of them to faith in Christ.”

Davis has spent time in Bangledesh, Malawi and other 
countries. Now, as pastor of Hope Fellowship in Maple 
Valley, WA, for the last 11 years, Davis has continued to 
seek out overseas opportunities.

“I talked with David Gass of the Northwest Baptist 
Convention about getting connected with personnel in 
East Asia after a bad experience of supporting mis-
sions directly,” Davis stated. “I was looking for a good 
thing to get our church involved with in a hands-on way. 
I kept seeing good things happening but nothing that 
was a fit for our people.”

Davis joined Gass and several others from NWBC 
churches on a vision/prayer trip to East Asia among 
indigenous Muslims. On that trip, Davis met a South-
ern Baptist pastor planting a church in East Asia and 
sensed immediate connection.

“I wanted to educate my people, and took 13 church 
members over on the first trip to assist in this church 
plant,” Davis said. “We go into local universities and 
contact professors to see if a group of Americans may 
meet with students to hone their English skills. We talk 
about their lives and what drives them and they ask us 
as well. It is very relational and we still keep in contact 
with those we’ve met.”

The team then invites the college students to events 
outside the classroom to “hang out” with them at 
events such as bowling and ends with an invitation to 
connect with the local church. Twenty students joined 

A mission team from Hope Fellowship in Maple 
Valley, WA, makes an annual trip to East Asia 

to minister among college students.
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Editor’s Note: The Northwest 
Baptist Historical Society 

recently recognized the late Le-
muel Onggao, a longtime pastor 
and church planting missionary 
in the Northwest, as a recipient 

of its 2018 Heritage Award. Fol-
lowing is the society’s summary 

of his life and ministry.

FILIPINO MINISTRIES
THRIVE UNDER

ONGGAO
LEADERSHIP

A brief summary of photos detail
portions of his ministry.
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LEMUEL ONGGAO WAS LITERALLY A 

“CHRISTMAS GIFT” -- BORN TO VICENTE 

AND ANGELES ONGGAO ON DECEMBER 

25, 1947, IN DAVAO CITY, PHILIPPINES.

The fourth of five children, he was talented and 
purposeful even as young child. Lemuel learned how 
to repair things with a sewing machine, and created 
toys out of seemingly useless items that were avail-
able. 

Because of his parents’ commitment to Jesus Christ 
and to missions, Lemuel and his siblings became 
followers of Christ at early ages. All of the siblings 
continue to serve in mission work here in the North-
west and overseas, simultaneously. 

Lemuel’s wife, Ina Onggao, currently serves as a 
Bible school director in the Philippines.

Their son, Jim Onggao, resides in Tacoma, WA, 
where he continues to serve in the church his father 
initiated in 1993 at First Baptist Church, Parkland. 
How did it all start?

In the 1950s, due to the resurgence of Chinese 
nationalism, Southern Baptist Convention missionar-
ies were forced to leave China. They were assigned 
temporarily to the Philippines while waiting a return 
to China.

Vicente Onggao, a new believer, heard about these 
missionaries on his island. He visited them and 
urged the missionaries work with Filipinos, since 
they were living on Philippine soil. After deliberating 
with the SBC’s Foreign Mission Board (now Inter-
national Mission Board), the missionaries agreed to 
work with Vicente. They established the first SBC-
related church in the southern Philippine Islands. 
This initial work became the catalyst for more than 
150 churches today. 

Involvement in new work and serving Christ with his 
family from the beginning became part of Lemuel’s 
character. Lemuel’s priorities were three-pronged 
in starting churches and ministries: faith, family and 
frontiers. All three were intertwined.

Music training/ministry
Lemuel used his musical gifts for ministry. As a boy, 
he acquired a trumpet through one of the SBC mis-
sionaries and became proficient in playing it. He and 
his younger brother, Jerry, took lessons and played 
music at various venues. At one point they won a 
musical contest while serving in various mission 
locations. 

Lemuel attended and graduated from Philippines 
Baptist Theological Seminary with a bachelor of 
divinity. During his years there, he was a top stu-
dent in music and conducted the seminary choir. He 
expanded mission opportunities through singing, 
playing trumpet, conducting, teaching and preaching.
Lemuel met his wife Ina while serving the Lord. She 
was a medical doctor in the Philippines. Together, 
they used their gift-mix of medical missions and mu-
sic to open new work in various parts of the Philip-
pines. Lemuel spoke several dialects used through-
out the Philippines, as well as Tagalog, the national 
language, and English. Lemuel and Ina continued 
with these ministries until 1988 when he moved to 
the United Stated to become pastor of the mission 
work his father initiated in Seattle, WA, with the help 
of Vince Inzerillo, then a language catalytic mission-
ary. It came about through a Southern Baptist minis-
try strategy in the Puget Sound area in 1986.

Vince met Vicente Onggao, then 75 years old, while 
researching possibilities for starting a Filipino Church 
in the area. Vince knocked on his door, and ex-
plained his purpose for being there. Within minutes, 
although recovering from heart surgery, Mr. Onggao 
exclaimed, “Where have you been? I am ready to 
go!” When family members living in the Seattle area 
heard Southern Baptists were interested in launch-
ing a Filipino Baptist church, the entire the Onggao 
family marshaled into action — each one talented, 
resourceful and committed to the gospel’s advance-
ment.

The mission congregation soon called Lemuel to 
be its pastor. He came preaching, teaching, singing 
and playing his trumpet, a humble one-man army 
with an incredible family team. The Seattle mission, 
begun with a home Bible study and kept growing. 
New growth required more moves, and eventually 

Continued on page 16
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MORE THAN 50 YEARS AGO, ANDY AND DO-

RIS SEAGO LOADED THREE SMALL CHIL-

DREN AND EVERYTHING THEY HADN’T SOLD 

OR GIVEN AWAY INTO A U–HAUL TRUCK AND 

LEFT THE PLAINS OF TEXAS FOR THE TREES 

AND MOUNTAINS OF THE NORTHWEST. BUT IT 

WASN’T THE SCENERY THAT ATTRACTED THEM 

– RATHER, IT WAS THE CALL OF GOD AND A 

BURDEN FOR THE LOST OF THE NORTHWEST.

They both were born and raised in Texas, each com-
ing from vibrant Christian homes. Both professed 
faith Christ at 9 years old. They met one another at 

BIVOCATIONAL 
COUPLE

ADVANCE
GOSPEL

IN THE NORTHWEST
Editor’s Note: The Northwest Baptist 

Historical Society recently recognized the late 
Andy and Doris Seago, a longtime ministry 
couple in the Northwest, as recipients of its 

2018 Heritage Award. Following is the 
society’s summary of their life and ministry.

Photos depict various stages of the Seagos’ ministries.
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By Sheila Allen

East Texas Baptist College in Marshall, began dating 
one another and found they shared a lot in common.
Both sensed a call to missions and were involved in 
various mission projects. Andy pastored two half–
time churches during college, driving two hours each 
way to preach at one church on the first and third 
Sunday and the other on the second and fourth 
Sunday of each month. 

Doris completed her studies and graduated on May 
27, 1947, with a bachelor’s degree. It was also the 
couple’s wedding day. Doris began teaching math 
and English at the college. Andy graduated soon 
after and enrolled in Southwestern Seminary in Fort 
Worth, where he earned a bachelor of divinity in 
1951.

While at seminary, Andy and Doris began the appli-
cation process for missions overseas. China was on 
their hearts and minds. However, a medical situation 
altered their plans. Yet they did not lose their interest 
in missions. They just waited for God to open anoth-
er door. Andy continued to pastor churches in Bowie 
and Wichita Falls. The Seagos began praying about 
missions in the United States.

Andy preached a revival in California. Then he and 
Doris drove up to Parkland, WA, “to look it over.” The 
tiny First Baptist Church of Parkland called them 
while they were visiting. Both knew it was God’s will 
for them. So, in 1955, they loaded up the U–Haul 
and began serving that little church which was meet-
ing in a dance hall.

Their service at Parkland spanned from 1955 
to 1960. Columbia Heights Baptist Church in 
Longview, WA, was their next stop, from 1960 to 
1963. Then Andy and Doris started a church in 
Northeast Tacoma. After a great deal of work, they 
eventually purchased property in Federal Way, and 
the church was called Palisades Baptist Church.

All of these pastorates were bivocational roles. Andy 
worked at U.S. Oil and the Tacoma Post Office. Doris 
spent 23 years in the Fife school system, teaching 
language arts, journalism, speech, and coaching the 
high school debate team. Both did whatever jobs 
they could secure to stay in the ministry and survive, 
even selling encyclopedias door to door.

After several years, God led Andy and Doris into 
another much needed ministry. He resigned his 

pastorate to become available for the many pastor-
less churches as a supply preacher or interim pastor. 
During the next years he ministered in Nine Lakes, 
Green River, Foothills, Highland Hill, and Gig Harbor, 
serving from a few weeks up to three years.

Because of Andy’s service, North Auburn Baptist 
Church named their new auditorium after him, where 
he was privileged to have his son-in-law, Garry 
Benfield – currently serving as a church planting 
catalyst with the Northwest Baptist Convention -- as 
his pastor.

Meanwhile, Doris always served alongside Andy. But 
she also made her own niche in Northwest Baptist 
history. Doris taught adult Sunday school and Vaca-
tion Bible School for over 40 years. She taught in 
training union programs, performed musically and 
participated in many other tasks to serve the Lord. 
In 1986, she became a part of the Puget Sound’s 
associational leadership team as director of Baptist 
Women. She was always heavily involved Woman’s 
Missioinary Union. In 1989, she began her service as 
WMU director of the Puget Sound Baptist Associa-
tion, serving in that position for several years.

In the 1990s, she served on the NWBC’s executive 
board. She also served as children’s camp director at 
Mount Baker. 

Andy and Doris raised five children and had seven 
grandchildren. Doris was the rock of the family, 
steady and resourceful, helping Andy provide for five 
children on a small-church pastor’s meager salary.

After a half a century of service to his Lord, and sixty 
years of marriage, Andy passed away in 2008.
Doris continued to remain active in several churches. 
At North Auburn, she was privileged to have her 
son–in–law, Garry Benfield, as her pastor. Later, 
Doris attended many years at Nine Lakes Baptist 
Church in Federal Way, and at McKenzie Road Bap-
tist Church in Olympia, WA.

On September 6, 2018, Doris died peacefully in her 
sleep. God granted her 93 years of purposeful and 
fruitful life, each day a certainty of God’s blessing. 

A generation of Northwest Baptists have been on 
the receiving end of their faithfulness and their spiri-
tual gifts.
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About My Family
I grew up in West Seattle and would 
have rather done anything else than be 
part of a church. I loved playing sports, 
watching the Seahawks or Mariners or 
sleeping in more than being with the 
church. It wasn’t until high school that 
Jesus saved me from the legalism and 
moralism I believed was “Christianity.” 
The gospel changed my heart, mind and 
identity and, by God’s grace, I continue 
to explore and apply it to everyday life. 
Since being transformed by the gospel, 
I love the church and sharing the mes-
sage of Jesus’ life, death and resur-
rection to instruct, change and shape 
everything. In 2011, I married my high 
school sweetheart, Stephanie, and be-
gan teaching youth and college students 
about Jesus in southwest Louisiana. We 
moved to Des Moines, WA., and began 
the process of planting The Mountain 
Church in 2015.

About My Church P lant
The Mountain Church is a new church 
in Des Moines for the skeptic, curious 
and committed. By God’s grace we seek 
to transform lives, build community and 
help the city flourish through the gospel. 
Our vision is to be a gospel-centered 
family. We believe Jesus is the treasure 
and ultimate satisfaction of life. Jesus is 
the answer and only source of hope and 
joy in this fallen world. His life, death and 
resurrection has changed everything. We 
seek to magnify Jesus and multiply wor-
shipers of him as we proclaim the gos-
pel, make disciples and plant churches. 

PRAY    
FOR

NORTH
AMERICAN
MISSIONS

About My Family
I have a Ph.D. in engineering and 11 years 
of experience in business management. I 
left China to study at seminary in Portland, 
OR, and was recruited as a church planter 
upon graduation. I have been married for 
11 years and have two girls, ages 3 and 
5. Pray that we could identify potential 
leaders to develop among existing people. 
Pray for their spiritual hunger. Pray es-
pecially for our kids of a wide age-range 
to have experienced, paid teachers while 
adults are studying the Bible. Pray for my 
own growth in faith, wisdom in leadership, 
studying and preaching. Pray for my time 
management to be balanced so I could 
spend more relaxed time with my amily.

About My Church P lant
New Creation Chinese Church is the first 
Southern Baptist Chinese church in the 
state of Oregon. Our focus is on Manda-
rin-speaking people. We need a break-
through for the kingdom in the growing 
Chinese community in Portland. Many 
Chinese move here for freedom, a better 
life and their kids’ education. Where else 
can it be better than in Christ?

After starting with me and my wife and 
girls, we are now gathering 60 people. 
Most of them are seekers or new Chris-
tians. There were up-and-downs, struggles 
and also encouragements. God is faithful 
in bringing people to come and grow in 
Christ, as long as I as a church planter, am 
trusting him.

CHURCH PLANTER
TOM TANG

CHURCH PLANTER
DANIEL ENGLEHART
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About My Family
Born and raised in South Carolina, I 
moved even deeper south to Savannah, 
GA, to pursue photography at the Sa-
vannah College of Art and Design, while 
also dabbling in a few Bible classes 
along the way. When I’m not snapping 
pictures, I enjoy outdoor adventure 
sports. I desire to glorify God with my 
creative endeavors alongside serving 
and loving the people of Portland, OR. 
I love a well-designed backpack, a hot 
cup of black coffee and a pair of dirty 
hiking boots. If there’s a rock, I’ll be 
climbing it.

About My Church P lant
I have joined a core team of seven 
people who moved to Oregon to start 
East Bridge Church in the Sellwood 
neighborhood of Portland. We desire to 
build relationships with our neighbors 
and friends in order to point them toward 
the gospel of Jesus in hope they would 
trust him as their Savior, walking in a 
way that pleases him. 

My main ministry is within the rock 
climbing community of Portland. As a 
skill and hobby I’ve enjoyed progressing 
in, I have the opportunity to travel and 
spend time with people from all over the 
globe who also enjoy climbing. Climb-
ing is inherently a relational sport, which 
joins hand-in-hand with the relationship 
we have as believers with Christ. 
 

About My Family
I have been married to Pawan Subedi for 
16 years, and we have two beautiful kids, 
a son named Rekesh and a daughter, Re-
shika. We are victims of the ethnic cleans-
ing in Bhutan. We came to the U.S. from 
a Bhutanese refugee camp in Nepal after 
living there for more than 18 years. We 
have been in the U.S. for about six years 
now and are proud American citizens. I am 
working as a church planter to help Bhu-
tanese churches connect 
with the North American 
Mission Board, their state 
Baptist conventions and 
local associations.  

About My Church 
P lant
Trinity Church and Minis-
try is a Bhutanese church 
plant in Beaverton, OR. 
Pastor Raju Subedi also 
works to help start new 
churches throughout the 
United States and assists in connecting 
established Bhutanese works with the 
Southern Baptist Convention.

To learn more about the Annie 
Armstrong Eastor Offering or to 
donate online, visit: 
ANNIEARMSTRONG.COM

CHURCH PLANTING TEAM MEMBER
POLLY HARDIN

CHURCH PLANTER
RAJU SUBEDI

363 million people 
in North America

350 languages
and more than 14 religions

273 million have no 
relationship with Jesus
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a merger was accomplished with Riverton Heights 
Baptist Church near Sea-Tac airport. Again, Lemuel 
was called as pastor. Lemuel and Ina also started a 
Christian school at Riverton Heights.

A second home Bible study was initiated by Lemuel’s 
father in Tacoma and, eventually, Lemuel’s younger 
brother, Jerry, became the pastor. Today, Jerry’s son, 
Jansen, is the pastor. Jansen also pastors another 
church in Oak Harbor.

Meanwhile, Lemuel’s ministry stretched from Tacoma 
to Canada and Alaska.

In fact, members 
of the Onggao 
family were in-
volved in the start 
and continuation 
of every Filipino 
church that’s part 
of the Northwest 
Baptist Conven-
tion’s ministry.

One highlight 
of the family’s 
ministry influ-
ence in Alaska:
Akutan Island is 
located toward 
the end of the 
Aleutian Islands. 
Many Filipinos work in a fish cannery in the one 
city on the rocky island. The president of the fish-
ing company had wanted to provide a church for his 
hard-working Filipino workers. He had heard Lemuel 
play his trumpet and preach in the Seattle area and 
contacted Vince to get Lemuel’s help. Vince and 
Lemuel traveled there to plan for starting a church. 
Today, a large facility and a functioning church stand 
as result of this mission endeavor.

Visions of Missions Cooperative Ministry:
In 2001, the Filipino leadership of various churches 
decided to cooperate in a training venture to provide 
church planter support, church development, and 
mission trips in the Northwest and beyond. The re-
sult was the Visions of Missions Cooperative Ministry 
(VMCM) with Jerry and Lemuel serving as its first 
and second presidents. As a result of this group’s 

Continued from page 9 vision, partnerships with Oklahoma Baptist University 
and Gateway Seminary resulted in diplomas and pro-
vided more equipped church planters and workers. 
Mission plants were initiated in numerous locations 
throughout the NWBC.

Lemuel epitomized a “mission mind-set.” He saw 
every occasion, every event as an opportunity to be 
on mission:

• Buying a karaoke on Seattle’s Capitol Hill led to 
Lemuel attracting a crowd on the street outside the 
store as he tested the mike by belting out a hymn in 
his rich tenor voice.

• An invita-
tion to a home 
for “dinner” 
ended up being 
a demo for a 
water purifier 
company. Rather 
than being 
upset, Lemuel 
took advantage 
of the opportu-
nity by inviting 
the attenders to 
his own party so 
he could talk to 
them about “liv-
ing water.”

• Caught in 
another dinner-

invitation-turned-sales-pitch, Lemuel used the plastic 
storage containers as a means to introduce what the 
Bible says about food that doesn’t perish.

• One of Lemuel’s sisters responded once with 
comfort to a grieving co-worker, offering the ministry 
of her pastor-brother. This resulted in Lemuel being 
able to begin a home Bible study to follow up with 
God’s love and truth.

• Lemuel also served on the executive board of 
the NWBC.

The stories could go on and on. We’ve all been en-
riched, blessed and challenged for having known and 
partnered with Lemuel Onggao. On June 18, 2018, 
during his sleep, he died. He finished well.

By Sheila Allen

Lemuel Onggao often used his musical abilities through out 
his lifelong passion for Christ.



17JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2019  Northwest Baptist Witness  

WITH HIS THOROUGH KNOWLEDGE OF TRUST 
ACCOUNTING, TAXES AND AUDITING, STEVE 

BROCK HAS LED THE FINANCIAL HELM OF THE 
NORTHWEST BAPTIST FOUNDATION FOR 15 YEARS. 
WITH HIM RETIRING IN MARCH, A FUTURE NWBF 
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER HAS BIG SHOES TO 
FILL.

“After graduating from Oklahoma Baptist University with 
degrees in mathematics and accounting, I earned my certi-
fied public accounting license at a small firm in Portland, OR,” 
said Brock, who grew up attending Parkrose Baptist Church 
in Portland. He met his future wife, Pamela, at OBU and they 
settled in the Northwest.
An eventual move to work for a foundation took Brock to Ari-
zona for 10 years, where he first used his financial acumen in 
trust accounting. But eventually the call of the Northwest drew 
the family back where Brock worked at a CPA firm in metro-
politan Portland.

“I first worked as an auditor for the Northwest Baptist Conven-
tion and the Foundation while at the CPA firm,” Brock said. 
He was eventually hired to join the NWBF staff, which then 
managed $20 million in assets. Now those assets have grown 
to over $50 million, and with that growth led to more complex 
work, including new technology and cyber security issues. 

The Northwest Baptist Foundation serves as the trust agency 
of the Northwest Baptist Convention, and facilitates and 
secures the growth and strength of Christian causes within 
the region and around the world. Some of the services they 
provide include strategic financial services, financing to enable 
churches to develop their ministries, consulting for churches 
and auxiliary organizations and offering personal services for 
individuals.

“Our loan program for churches is growing,” said Brock. “We 
now offer long-term lending as well as construction loans and 
people like to invest in them through us.”

Foundation president Clint Overall credited Brock for much of 
the organization’s growth and reputation. 

“Steve has made an enormous contribution to the continued 
success of the Foundation,” he said. “For 15 years, his creative-
ness and aptitude delivered innovative and sustained success 
for the Northwest Baptist Foundation.” A colleague echoed the 
sentiment.

“I have always appreciated how Steve’s mind works,” said 
NWBF accountant Robin Smith, who has served with Brock 

Continued on page 22

FINANCIAL 
MANAGER

SET TO 
RETIRE
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The Southern Baptist Convention’s president 
hopes to renew an emphasis on personal 

evangelism among the convention’s 47,000 
congregations.

Pastor J.D. Greear of North Carolina has slated a 
Jan. 31 simulcast for leaders of more than 1,000 lo-
cal Baptist associations to launch “Who’s Your One?” 
It’s designed to encourages every Southern Baptist 
to intentionally build a relationship with one person 
during 2019, share the gospel message and invite 
that person to profess faith in Jesus.

“Associations have always served as a valuable part-
ner in cooperation, mobilizing churches together,” said 
Greear, pastor of The Summit Church in Raleigh-
Durham, N.C.

Sponsored by the North American Mission Board 
and an association in North Carolina where Greear’s 
church is located, the simulcast will begin at 9:30 
a.m. on the West Coast. It will feature Greear’s in-
troduction of “Who’s Your One?” Local associations 
in the Northwest can sign up online to receive login 
information and broadcast the event.

Following Greear’s address, Johnny Hunt, NAMB’s 

senior evangelism leader, will introduce an accom-
panying resource kit slated for release in February. 
The kit is designed to help pastors lead a multi-week 
emphasis in their churches encouraging every mem-
ber to become more focused and intentional about 
evangelism.

In the Pacific Northwest, personal evangelism re-
sources are available free to churches affiliated with 
the Northwest Baptist Convention. NWBC executive 
director Randy Adams designed “My 316” personal 
evangelism training resources several years ago 
and a variety of teaching and training resources are 
available. Late last year, the NWBC contracted with 
author and evangelist Doug Pollack to provide “God 
Space,” a listening- and conversation-based evange-
lism resource available to NWBC churches.

More information about those are available by con-
tacting NWBC offices at 360-882-2100.

The Jan. 31 national simulcast also will feature a 
question-and-answer session with Greear, Hunt and 
pastors at the North Carolina location.

Additional information about the simulcast can be 
found at sbcassociations.org

SBC PRESIDENT EMPHASIZING PERSONAL EVANGELISM
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Disaster Relief Roundtable
April 26–27, 2019

Northwest Baptist Center - Vancouver, WA
Registration page is currently under construction. 

Registration starts mid February. Register at 
northwestdr.com/roundtable2019.  

Fee of $35 is due at time of registration.
                 Mail Fee to: NWBC, Disaster Relief Registration 

3200 NE 109th Ave, Vancouver, WA 98682
Sample of classes being offered: ISBDR, Blue Hat, First Aid, 

Skid Steer/Forklift, Mass Feeding 1 & 2, Assessment
For additional info email:  chuckandmary36@comcast.net

The calendar has turned to a new year, but 
hundreds of people in the Southeast contin-

ue picking up the pieces following the massive 
storms that hit the region in 2018.

“It’s January, and there are still areas that look like a 
tornado hit yesterday,” said Delton Beall, the Florida 
Baptist Convention’s disaster relief director.

A Northwest Baptist Disaster Relief recovery team 
comprising students from the Resonate Church 
network based in Pullman, WA, aided North Carolina 
storm victims last November.

The Resonate team assisted homeowners whose 
houses were destroyed by Hurricane Florence. The 
work included removing debris and demolition on 
house interiors.

“We were fortunate enough to work at five homes 
during the week and meet most of the homeown-
ers,” said Cailin O’Malley, the team’s administrator, 
in a follow up report. “It was amazing to listen to the 
stories of those we were assisting and be with them 
as comfort in the difficult circumstances.” 

Completing the necessary work in the midst of the 
emotional toll the disaster had on homeowners 
proved challenging, O’Malley said: “Although I want-
ed to do good, efficient work, it was also very impor-
tant to understand the depths of hurt the individuals 
could be experiencing to be able to care for and love 
them well.”

She noted the importance of pausing on occasion to 
take in the scope of the disaster.

“When I took time to notice the little details of 
destruction, I was able to empathize with the home-
owners more, pray for more specific needs, and was 
more motivated to complete the job to the best of 
my ability,” she said. “The best element of the re-
sponse was seeing the hope people held in Jesus 
that gave them a solid foundation in a broken reality. 

Interacting with some individuals with such a firm 
foundation in Christ and then interacting with those 
without the same foundation, it was evident how 
much Jesus changes everything.”

The recovery effort was a first of its kind experience 
for team member Justin Ulofoshio.

“Hearing the stories of the devastating things the 
people of that community experienced, really hum-
bled me,” he said, noting the residents “kept moving 
forward and kept their head up.”

College students interested in serving in disaster 
settings or other short- or long-term opportunities 
can visit www.SendRelief.org/GenSend for more in-
formation. The deadline for long-term summer 2019 
service is March 1.

COLLEGE STUDENTS ENGAGED IN RELIEF

By Brandon Elrod



20 Northwest Baptist Witness JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2019

January through December Budget vs Actual Comparison
   Budget               Actual           Variance

                         2,920,000              2,849,089        (70,911) 

Cooperative Program Giving ...

 J-D 18 
Auburn-Igl Hispana LifeWay 611 
Auburn-Lifeway Ch Auburn  1,163  
Bellevue-Awakening Church 487 
Bellevue-Essential  8,064  
Bellevue-Lake Hills  5,191  
Bellevue-Leaven Church  3,960  
Bellevue-The Well  2,167  
Bellevue-Well Commun  5,080  
Bellingham-Living Word  1,200  
Bellingham-Community 102 
Bellingham-Crossroads 840 
Bellingham-Immanuel 450 
Blk Diamond-Chap Wood  7,568  
Bonney Lake-Elhi Hill  5,000  
Bothell-Living Spring 695 
Bothell-Hallows W Seattle  4,000  
Bothell-CrossPointe  14,053  
Bothell-Dwelling Place  4,536  
Bothell-Queensgate  1,300  
Bothell-Tabern de Dios 515 
Burlington-Calvary  4,510  
Camano Island-Restoration  4,561  
Clear Lake-FBC  1,800  
Darrington-Mt View  3,259  
Des Moines-The Mountain  5,907  
Des Moines-Gospel Russian 600 
Edmonds-North Seattle 100 
Edmonds-One In Christ 600 
Edmonds-Rock of Hope  7,646  
Enumclaw-FBC  2,475  
Everett-Journey  14,777  
Everett-Redemption Ch  14,297  
Everett-Bethlehem Korean 50 
Everett-Faith Internatl 300 
Everett-Good News Rom  1,000  
Everett-Pinehurst  11,422  
Everett-S Everett Comm  6,100  
Everett-Silver Lake  1,961  
Fed Way-First Ukranian  1,200  
Fed Way-Bethel  1,200  
Fed Way-Christ Church 600 

Fed Way-FBC 600 
Fed Way-Good Neighbor  1,400  
Fed Way-Korean-Amer  7,084  
Fed Way-Lifeway  4,750  
Fed Way-Nine Lakes  2,215  
Fed Way-SoundSide  5,345  
Federal Way-Pike Place  1,210  
Hamilton-FBC  13,984  
Issaquah-Foothills  24,488  
Issaquah-Summit  6,972  
Kenmore-Landing Church  2,720  
Kenmore-Disciple Making 100 
Kent-Bread of Life 489 
Kent-International Christian 550 
Kent-Sequoia  18,000  
Kent-Turningpoint  14,866  
Lake Stevens-Lake Country  8,000  
Lakewood-Emmaus 600 
Lakewood-FBC  62,775  
Lakewood-Kaleo Community  3,771  
Lakewood-Trinity 800 
Lakewood-Vietnam Lifeway 120 
Lynden-La Vid Verdadera  1,974  
Lynnwood-Healing 180 
Lynnwood-EagleWing 788 
Lynnwood-Global Mission 600 
Lynnwood-Japanese  1,625  
Lynnwood-Martha Lk  9,367  
Lynnwood-ONE Church  1,063  
Lynnwood-Seattle Bridge  6,198  
Lynnwood-Slavic of Seattle 400 
Maple Falls-Mt. Baker 900 
Maple Valley-Hope  43,839  
Marysville-Emmanuel  4,732  
Mill Creek-Adullam  1,680  
Monroe-FBC  31,807  
Mount Vernon-Christian  3,169  
Mount Vernon-Trinity  8,866  
Oak Harbor-Christian Fellow 600 
Oak Harbor-Southern  5,909  
Puyallup-High Pointe  30,591  
Puyallup-South Hill  2,195  
Puyallup-Sunrise  31,479  

Puyallup-Washington Mission 74 
Redmond-FBC Rose Hill  1,600  
Redmond-Korean Hope  1,300  
Redmond-Meadowbrook  56,157  
Renton-Agape Vietnamese  3,496  
Renton-Church of Beloved  13,800  
Renton-Iglesia Vida  3,600  
Renton-NewStory  3,649  
Renton-Sunset  8,961  
Renton-Trinity  4,800  
Saesoon Baptist Church 100 
Sammamish-21st Century  1,608  
SeaTac-Riverton Heights 950 
Seattle-The Hallows  8,000  
Seattle-Chinese Southern  25,102  
Seattle-Epic Life  3,171  
Seattle-FBC Beverly Pk  3,615  
Seattle-Gracepoint 550 
Seattle-Living Water Chinese  2,050  
Seattle-Roots Community  5,920  
Seattle-Thien An  4,500  
Seattle-Two Bridges 157 
Sedro Woolley-Cross Cntry  2,450  
Sedro Woolley-Skagit  1,200  
Sedro Woolley-Valley  5,199  
Snohomish-Bridge  4,077  
Snohomish-BridgeCity  6,996  
Spanaway-God’s Grace 60 
Spanaway-SE Asian 124 
Sultan-Lighthouse  3,410  
Tacoma-The Pathway  1,488  
Tacoma-E.Tacoma Christian 275 
Tacoma-Filipino Inter  1,250  
Tacoma-Highland Hill  4,451  
Tacoma-Japanese Intl  6,334  
Tacoma-New Beginnings 138 
Tacoma-New Hope 225 
Tacoma-Parkland  2,000  
Tacoma-Tacoma FBC  66,000  
Tacoma-VMCM 360 
Yelm-First  4,752  
Yelm-Ignite Church  3,520  
Zomi-Seattle 62 
Total:  $787,677 

 J-D 18 
Bremerton-Sonshine  4,142  
Castle Rock-FBC  7,648  
Centralia-Alder Street 693 
Chehalis-Dayspring  14,441  
Dryad-Community  3,930  
Elma-Bethany  2,676  
Forks-FBC  13,872  
Kalama-Kalama  11,777  
Kelso-East Kelso  3,899  
Lacey-FBC  15,400  
Lacey-New Zion  1,500  
Long Beach-Anchor 100 

Region 1

Region 2
Longview-Beacon Hill  3,721  
Longview-FBC  75,009  
Longview-Highlands 868 
Longview-La Iglesia 807 
Longview-Robert Gray  9,180  
Longview-Valley  28,228  
Ocean Shores-Faith Com  5,982  
Olympia, Westwood   2,042  
Olympia-Illuminate 163 
Olympia-Vietnamese 600 
Olympia-McKenzie Road  32,743  
Port Angeles-Hillcrest  7,342  
Port Hadlock-Oak Bay  2,035  

Region 3

Port Orchard-Evergreen 502 
Port Orchard-FBC  10,968  
Port Townsend-San Juan  14,758  
Rainier-Delena 690 
Randle-Reconciled  5,752  
Scappoose-Creekside  2,651  
Sequim-FBC  18,645  
Silverdale-Clear Creek  2,785  
Silverdale-Connections 285 
Silverdale-Kitsap Christian 600 
Toledo-FBC  26,367  
Vaughn-Key Peninsula 477 
Total:  $333,276  

 J-D 18 
Battle Ground-Parkway 705 
Beavercrk-NW Contexture  5,608  
Beaverton-FBC  12,309  
Beaverton-Global 550 
Beaverton-Iglesia Bautista  7,353  
Beaverton-New Creation  1,686  
Beaverton-Trinity Ch & Ministry 330 
Bingen-FBC  1,577  
Boring-Iglesia Vida Nueva  3,892  
Camas-Lacamas Heights  2,433  
Clackamas-Trinity  13,114  
Estacada-Clackamas Vly  3,019  
Forest Grove-Fellowship  2,368  
Forest Grove-The Crossing  1,445  
Goldendale-Columbus Ave  16,712  
Gresham-Pathway  96,520  
Gresham-Punto de Gracia 360 
Hillsboro-New Life  11,770  
Hillsboro-Oregon 300 
Hood River-Tucker Road  5,827  
Iglesia Vida Nueva 354 
Klickitat-Klickitat Valley  1,584  
Lake Oswego-Lake Bible 600 
McMinnville-Grace  2,835  
McMinnville-Valley  25,505  

Mt Hood Parkdale-Parkdale 250 
Newberg-Chehalem Valley  27,568  
Odell-FBC  1,427  
Prtld-Flavel Street 600 
Prtld-Mien Fellowship  1,300  
Prtld-Antioch Christian  1,800  
Prtld-East Bridge  1,421  
Prtld-Evergreen 150 
Prtld-Hope International  10,099  
Prtld-Kaleo Communities  1,739  
Prtld-Korean Logos  2,400  
Prtld-Mill Park  8,147  
Prtld-New Life Intnl 857 
Prtld-Peninsula 600 
Prtld-Rejoice  2,480  
Prtld-Remedy City  6,017  
Prtld-Renaissance 335 
Prtld-Romanian 600 
Prtld-Sojourn Community 609 
Prtld-Solid Rock  10,639  
Prtld-Spring of Life  4,849  
Prtld-The Common 919 
Prtld-Vietnamese  2,081  
Prtld-Word of Life Romanian 387 
Prtld-Zomi Bethel  2,482  
Ridgefield-Discovery Pt  5,252  

Ridgefield-GO  5,511  
Rufus-Bapt Ch at Rufus  1,463  
The Dalles-Emmanuel  4,719  
Tigard-Hall Blvd  13,539  
Tigard-Japanese Intnl  2,200  
Tillamook-Life Change  6,316  
Vancouver-Ukrainian 600 
Vancouver-Arabic 590 
Vancouver-CrossPointe  33,110  
Vancouver-Evergreen  3,901  
Vancouver-Fourth Plain 628 
Vancouver-Gathering Place 400 
Vancouver-Grace  2,490  
Vancouver-Gtr Faith MBC 525 
Vancouver-Iglesia Belen 160 
Vancouver-Korean 400 
Vancouver-Project Truth 916 
Vancouver-Revival  1,800  
Vancouver-River City 105 
Vancouver-Song of Hope  1,100  
Vancouver-Trinity  3,259  
Vancouver-Vietnamese 480 
Vancouver-Vietnamese Heart 920 
Wilsonville-Creekside  10,857  
Total:  $409,754  
 

Region 5

 J-D 18 
Albany-Calvary 20 
Albany-Knox Butte 120 
Albany-Nueva Esperanza  1,102  
Bend-River Woods 220 
Bend-Summit Community  1,581  
Canyonville-Canyon Creek 390 
Corvallis-Branch  8,253  
Corvallis-Grant Avenue  46,078  
Cottage Grove-Calvary  2,990  
Cottage Grove-Hope  5,208  
Creswell-New Hope  23,810  
Dallas-FBC 76 
Dexter-Dexter Baptist 533 
Eugene-Fairfield  24,748  
Eugene-Harvest Comm  3,238  
Eugene-Japanese 223 
Eugene-Riviera  9,472  
Florence-FBC  16,995  
Glendale-Glendale  5,693  
Gold Beach-Riley Creek 220 
Grants Pass-Solid Rock  5,180  
K Falls-Ch on Homedale  16,666  
Keizer-Cristiana Renuevo  3,773  
La Pine-Whispering Pines  1,179  
Lakeview-Trinity  2,469  
Lebanon-Trinity  7,643  
Lincoln City-Pacific 558 
Madras-FBC  4,484  
Medford-Living Hope  5,027  

Medford-Lozier Lane  7,392  
Medford-New Horizon  1,930  
Monmouth-Cultivate  3,062  
Newport-Calvary  3,523  
North Bend-FBC  6,357  
Phoenix-FBC  5,647  
Prineville-Calvary  8,350  
Prospect-Prospect 602 
Redmond-HBC Espanol 107 
Redmond-Highland  158,529  
Redmond-Igl Highland 186 
Reedsport-Highlands  2,497  
Rogue River-Grace  9,598  
Roseburg-Faith & Reason  3,668  
Roseburg-Vine Street  17,873  
Salem-Capital  23,004  
Salem-Living Water  1,738  
Salem-Skyline 914 
Siletz-Sacred Ground 336 
Springfield-East Side  9,246  
Springfield-Grace Korean  2,459  
Springfield-Trinity  7,643  
Sweet Home-Freedom  1,713  
Terrebonne-Smith Rock  4,200  
Toledo-FBC 875 
Waldport-FBC  1,950  
Warm Springs-Warm Sprgs  3,340  
White City-Trinity 900 
Winston-Community  8,307  
Total:  $493,896  
 

 J-D 18 
Airway Hts-Airway Hts  18,498  
Airway Hts-Spokane Rock  3,000  
Athol-Athol  18,927  
Benton City-FBC  3,099  
Boardman-FBC  1,000  
Bonners Ferry-Boundary 709 
Brewster-Calvary  1,900  
Burbank-Trinity  4,224  
Cashmere-Evergreen  2,746  
Cheney-Fellowship  5,102  
Clarkston-Sonrise  6,034  
Clarkston-Trinity 575 
Coeur d’Alene-Emmanuel  1,200  
Dayton-Faith Chapel 635 
Deer Park-FBC 240 
E Wenatchee-Eastmont  53,199  
Ellensburg-Chestnut St  17,787  
Grandview-Valley Life  3,800  
Greenacres-Greenacres  1,200  
Harrison-Community  5,400  
Heppner-Willow Creek  5,907  
Hermiston-Grace  3,436  
Hermiston-New Beginnings  1,616  
Ione-Ione  2,276  
Kellogg-FBC 406 
Kennewick-Crossview  2,400  
Kennewick-Finley First  2,400  
Kennewick-Hillview  7,903  
Kennewick-Kennewick  108,055  
Kennewick-Quinault  5,000  
La Grande-The Way  1,270  
La Grande-Trinity  1,895  
Leavenworth-FBC  11,839  
Lewiston-Orchards  12,551  
Lewiston-Tammany  34,678  
Moscow-Trinity  1,800  
Moses Lake-Emmanuel  3,827  
Newport-Newport So  8,741  
Northport-FBC  1,197  
Oakesdale-FBC  1,498  
Orofino-FBC 396 

Otis Orchards-Starr Rd 750 
Pasco-Redeemer Tri-Cities  1,035  
Pasco-Emmanuel  4,917  
Pasco-International 248 
Paterson-Community  1,656  
Pendleton-Pendleton  10,594  
Pilot Rock-Life Church  6,578  
Prosser-Calvary  2,353  
Pullman-Emmanuel  28,387  
Pullman-Grace and Glory  3,548  
Pullman-Resonate  16,613  
Quincy-Iglesia Nueva Vida 340 
Rathdrum-New Beg  3,837  
Rice-Victory  2,357  
Richland-Reata Sprgs  17,911  
Richland-Richland  203,358  
Richland-Richland Hghts  3,154  
Spirit Lake-Spirit Lake  4,274  
Spokane Valley-Dishman First  9,576  
Spokane Valley-East Valley  6,020  
Spokane Valley-Valleypoint  5,865  
Spokane-Crestline  2,172  
Spokane-Driscoll Blvd  12,870  
Spokane-North Addison  9,734  
Spokane-Pinnacle  5,921  
Spokane-River City 694 
Spokane-Springhill Bible  2,400  
Spokane-Windsor  7,543  
St Maries-College Ave  1,783  
Sunnyside-Trinity 209 
Union Gap-FBC  2,310  
W Richland-Grace&Truth  10,096  
W Richland-Reliance Fellow  7,150  
Walla Walla-Blue Mt  5,424  
Walla Walla-Kairos 750 
Wapato-FBC  3,044  
Warden-First 800 
Wenatchee-Valley  5,400  
Yakima-Terrace Hghts  16,039  
Yakima-The Cross  17,724  
Yakima-The River  4,391  
Zillah-Mtn View  2,497  
Total:  $820,688

Region 4

Report only includes churches that have contributed through the 
Northwest Baptist Convention January - December 2018. A full report 

of all NWBC churches is available at www.gonbw.org/cp/

... partnering with more than 46,000 churches to make Christ known at home, across the nation, and around the world.
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Per·spec·tive — /pərˈspektiv/  
Pursuing what  matters

2019 NW WOMEN’S SUMMIT
APRIL 12-13  //  LAKE BIBLE CHURCH - LAKE OSWEGO, OR 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER:
GAYLA PARKER
Conference, Retreat Speaker, 
Bible Teacher, Author
Little Rock, Arkansas

COST: $25 
For more information or to register: 

www.nwbaptist.org
QUESTIONS:  Contact Nancy Hall, Women’s 

Specialist, nancyh@nwbaptist.org or 360.882.2100

the team for the outing.

“I look for younger people for the team, but some-
times spread it across the age span because older 
people are respected,” Davis noted. “A bi-racial 
couple from our church has made a big impact there. 
Many students are openly gay and they are interest-
ed in current lifestyles. We are able to ask them how 
they define love and lead into conversations about 
God’s love.”

Hope Fellowship is taking another team to East Asia 
this fall and plans to make it an annual event. 

Meanwhile, Davis’ two adult daughters were ex-
pressing interest in serving long-term in missions 
abroad, so Davis connected both daughters with 
Gass at separate times. Both have teaching degrees 
from Corbin University in Salem, OR. Davis and his 
wife, Leslie, involved their daughters in missions in 
Central and South America as young teenagers.

Now, his oldest daughter, Abbey, has accepted a 
teaching position at the Morrison Christian Acad-
emy in Taiwan, where she and her husband, Josiah, 

moved this fall. His younger daughter is serving as a 
journeyman through the International Mission Board 
in East Asia to work with a Buddhist population. She 
hopes to return, get a seminary education and ex-
plore returning somewhere overseas. The family all 
united in Singapore for the Christmas holidays.

“David is such a blessing to our family with his influ-
ence for East Asia,” Davis said. “My daughters are 
loving their positions so much and this has been so 
good for our church to pray for our kids. I am praying 
others from Hope Fellowship will be called out to go 
as well.

“It is a big comfort to us to have the IMB team there 
with surrogate parents who have embraced her and 
others that rely on each other,” he added.

Short-term mission opportunities abound for church-
es and individuals to serve in East Asia. A team of 
130 volunteers are needed to provide programming 
for children, medical services and IT work with a 
Northwest Baptist team traveling in July 2019 dur-
ing a large conference for IMB personnel in Asia.

By Sheila Allen

Continued from page 7
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Continued from page 17

Feb. 15/16 - Spring Training @ CM52
Creating a WIN for your whole team!

CM52 offers breakouts and core age-group conferences to equip those who 
teach and minister to kids 52 weeks a year, including LifeWay’s VBS 2019 In 

the Wild, Amazing Encounters with Jesus. Bring your whole team!

Friday 7:00 PM CM52 General Session: Family 
Night Experience 
Saturday 8:30 AM  to 4:00 PM Breakout Sessions 
(6 options during 2 sessions), Core Conferences for Preschool 

Leaders, Children’s Leaders, and VBS age groups and rotations

Cost: $15

Northwest Baptist Center, 3200 NE 109th Avenue, 
Vancouver, WA 98682

Mission Trip Opportunities
March 29-31 Church Plant Advance Retreat: Kids Club VBS 

(10 volunteers needed), Cannon Beach Conference Center, cost $150.

April 29 -May 1 Church Plant Retreat: Kids Club VBS 
(25 volunteers needed), Cannon Beach Conference Center, cost $150.

Register online at NWBaptist.org. For more information contact Leigh Ann Stark, 
Childhood Ministry Specialist, 360.882.2100. LAStark@NWBaptist.org

his entire tenure. “He is able to see the big and small 
picture, and is analytical and practical at the same 
time. I have always been able to get answers in the 
most honest, ethical and comprehensive manner 
when I go to Steve.

“I have respected him as a boss and Christian man 
whose integrity and character are above reproach. 
The Foundation staff has always relied heavily on his 
expertise and we will miss him greatly, both person-
ally and professionally.”

Overall agreed:  “Equal to his capacity and com-
petency is his character. Steve’s decisions were 
transparent and above reproach. He will be greatly 
missed.”

Brock utilized the Southern Baptist network in 
recent years by reaching out to several Baptist col-
leges when he couldn’t find an affordable software 
program that met the growing needs of the Founda-
tion. A professor from California Baptist University 
responded immediately with an idea for a computer 
science student, who then spent over a year creating 

software tailored to their specific needs.

“We have been using that program for two years 
and it has been very profitable for us,” Brock stated. 
“Working with individual churches in their accounting 
work has been very rewarding. Churches often use 
volunteers for their book work, which was manage-
able 30 years ago. But church accounting is very dif-
ferent than corporate payroll, and people sometimes 
don’t know they’re doing things wrong.”

Much of Brock’s time is spent preparing for the an-
nual audit by creating financial statements and draft-
ing documents needed for the process. 

“I always wanted to make sure we tell the Founda-
tion’s story through the audit,” said Brock.

The Foundation is seeing qualified candidates for 
the CFO position and hopes to fill the post soon. 
Interested candidates can find out more information 
about the position at nwbaptistfdn.org and clicking 
on the news tab.

By Sheila Allen
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BRENT CROWE

An important part of the ministry’s growth, Har-
mon added, is connecting students to local NWBC 
churches.

“If we’re going to be successful, we need to develop 
strategies that help churches find ways to reach 
college students and find necessary ways of engag-
ing them,” he said. “We’re an arm of the church. I’ve 
always believed that.

Churches offer the ongoing relationships and a 
ministry vision that help develop students, according 
to Harmon. “Our groups will not be enough for the 
people we’re reaching,” he said. “I want students to 
be engaged in the churches, but we’ve got to give 
them a mission that’s compelling.”

Part of the ministry efforts to disciple students also 
involves enlisting them as participants in mission 
trips. Currently, NCM is seeking to mobilize stu-
dents for summer trips in Texas, Utah, Montana, U.S. 

national parks, Central Asia and East Asia. In recent 
years, students and leaders have taken part in relief 
efforts with Northwest Baptist Disaster Relief and 
the North American Mission Board’s Send Relief 
program.

Back in December, NCM leaders gathered with Paul 
Worcester, director of Christian Challenge at Chico 
State University in northern California, to talk about 
ways to help students initiate more “gospel appoint-
ments” among students on Northwest campuses. 
Worcester noted NCM leaders are “laboring on 
some of the hardest campuses to reach where there 
is very little gospel ministry happening. God met us 
in a special way and I believe God used the time 
together to grow our faith to multiply disciples on our 
campuses.”

He urged those interested in collegiate ministry to 
“pray for more laborers to go to the Pacific North-
west where there are hundreds of college campuses 
with very little gospel witness on them.”

Continued from page 5
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Dr. Bill Crews passed away suddenly in March of 2017, leaving behind his beautiful wife JoAnn. 
Staff at Northwest  Baptist Foundation have had the privilege of walking with JoAnn over the 
past two years. NWBF was blessed to receive a $20,000 gift from the Crews estate - payout from 
an accidental death insurance policy. The gift went into the General Fund to be used for the 
overall ministry of NWBF.  Upon hearing of the opportunities NWBF has had to bless others in 
the NWBC and throughout the world, Mrs. Crews began giving monthly gifts which are currently 
used to assist with student tuition costs at the Pacific NW Center of Gateway Seminary.   
 

If you’re interested in exploring ways you can make a difference through the 
ministry of your favorite Christian charities by thoughtful estate planning, please 

contact Clint today. 

Trustor - JoAnn Crews and 
NWBF President - Clint Overall 


