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VIEWPOINT

Northwest, Texas partner for missions
From our earliest days, Northwest
Baptists have enjoyed the partnership of Texas Baptists. Legendary
church-starting pioneer Leonard Sigle
came from Texas to serve First Baptist
Church, Klamath Falls, OR, as pastor in
1930. When he died 46 years later, he
had started 58 churches in the Northwest, California and Nevada.

Randy Adams
Executive Director

R. E. Milam, the first executive directortreasurer of the Northwest Baptist
Convention, Lewis Steed, Cecil Sims,
Ted Cotten, Harry Bonner, Bill Crews,
and many others came to the Northwest from Texas. I like to say that the
continental West begins in Texas and
then extends to the Pacific Northwest!
In our 2018 annual meeting, Northwest Baptists rekindled our partnership with Texas Baptists by signing
a three-year partnership agreement
(2019-2022), renewable for an additional three years. In this agreement
we have opportunity to both give and
receive from our Texas friends.
The agreement focuses on four
primary emphases: Northwest church
planting, collegiate ministry with a focus on metro Seattle, mutual pastoral
training and renewal and a joint missions partnership focused on the Rio
Grande River Ministry along Texas’s
southern border.
Regarding church planting, the purpose is to form an alliance between
the Baptist General Convention of
Texas and the NWBC that accelerates
growth in the number and strength of
disciple-making churches in the Northwest. The BGCT will provide funding
to some church plants, but mostly the
partnership will happen as the 5,300
Texas Baptist churches partner with
our church plants.
Related to collegiate ministry, the
BGCT will help to provide a viable,
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sustainable ministry to the vast collegiate and university population in the
Seattle/Tacoma Metro area. A strategic component to this vision is identifying the person and developing support
for a Metro-Seattle Collegiate Ministry
Coordinator.
With more than 300,000 students attending the many colleges and universities, there is currently no organized
Baptist collegiate ministry effort in
metro Seattle area and no local person
has this ministry responsibility on behalf of the convention.
In consideration of pastoral renewal,
we will develop cross-cultural training
for Texas Baptist pastors, helping them
to visit and learn from innovative ministries in the Northwest. Many Texas
pastors will benefit from the cross-cultural exposure available in the Northwest. The Northwest’s “pre-Christian”
cultures make it a good training
ground for missional engagement.
Regarding a joint mission partnership,
Texas Baptists invite Northwest Baptists to join them in their River Ministry.
The purpose is to enable Northwest
Baptists to serve in the Rio Grande
Valley to impact both sides of the river
with gospel. This includes two venues:
(1) ongoing mission work with the river
ministries, and (2) training in the Valley
Mission Education Center in Harlingen,
TX. The current immigration crisis has
opened the door for humanitarian and
evangelistic outreach along the border
region of Texas.
Specific ways in which you can participate in this partnership will unfold over
time. Most importantly, as we celebrate
Christmas peace and joy, we can also
express gratitude that it is a good day
to serve the Lord in the Northwest, and
it is a good day to share our blessings
with our Texas Baptists friends.
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NWBC
ELECTS
OFFICER
SLATE,
PASSES
BUDGET

essengers at the Northwest Baptist Convention’s annual meeting Nov. 13-14
re-elected the three officers who served last
year, passed a $5,185,000 budget for 2019,
welcomed 13 congregations into affiliation and
witnessed the signing of a three-year partnership agreement with Texas Baptists focused on
church planting, collegiate ministry and leadership development.
This year’s meeting theme – “This is Our Day” – was
highlighted in various sermons, testimonies, readings and presentations throughout the gathering. The
gathering and its auxiliary meetings drew 336 messengers and 52 registered guests representing 152
NWBC churches.
In one of the convention’s first acts of business,
Cameron Williams, pastor of First Baptist Church in
Longview, WA, and chair of the credentials committee, led messengers in welcoming 13 churches into
NWBC affiliation:
From Oregon, messengers approved Hope in the
Grove Baptist Church in Cottage Grove, Remedy City
Church in Portland and Zomi Community Mission
Church in Portland. Approved churches from Washington were Awakening Church in Bellevue, Family of
God Christian Fellowship in Puyallup, Fil-Am Christian
Fellowship in Federal Way, GO Church in Ridgefield,
Iglesia Bauitista Principe de Paz in Lacey, Kairos
Church in Walla Walla, Puyallup (WA) Korean Baptist
Church, The Rock Church in Spokane, True Light
Church in Seattle and Vancouver (WA) Arabic Healing Church.
With those additions, nearly 500 churches are part of
the NWBC family.

Dallas Stringer, pastor of Eastmont Baptist Church
in East Wenatchee, WA, speaks from Hebrews 12
in convention sermon.

The 2019 officers elected were Dustin Hall, pastor of Kennewick (WA) Baptist Church, as president,
Michael Block, pastor of Columbus Avenue Baptist
Church in Goldendale, WA, as first vice president,
and Michael Ruptak, pastor of Hall Boulevard Baptist
Church in Tigard, OR, as second vice president. No
other candidates were nominated during the business
session.

Continued on page 18
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ASIA CALLS NW VOLUNTEERS
A
ll hands on deck” describes aptly the need
for Northwest Baptists to answer the call
to serve on a short-term assignment in Asia in
2019. The opportunity continues an ongoing
partnership between the International Mission
Board and the Northwest Baptist Convention.

Set for July 11-24, volunteers will serve in practical
ways as IMB workers gather for a periodic gathering that enables them to train, plan, pray and enjoy
refreshment. The highest need for volunteers entails
providing programming for preschoolers and elementary age children for full days during the 10-day
conference.
At past conferences, field personnel have expressed
appreciation for the impact these gatherings have on
their children, which create lifelong memories with
like-minded families.
Other options for volunteers to serve include IT specialists who will spend a week repairing and updating computers for field personnel, medical personnel
including doctors and nurses, along with hospitality
services such as hair styling, massage therapy or nail
technicians -- to provide greater health and selfcare.

A mandatory meeting for all mission team members will be held in Vancouver, WA, March 16 to get
acquainted with the full mission team, clarify expectations of volunteers and learn about social norms
of the country in which the conference will be held.
Vacation Bible School curriculum to be used will be
presented and specific assignments made during
the training opportunity.
Arrangements for housing, some meals and incountry travel are organized by NWBC staff and will
require two deposits for a total of $1,550 in February and April of 2019. All other meals and sightseeing are at participant’s own expense. Volunteers will
make their own arrangements for airfare.
Interested parties may submit an application to join
the team of 130 people by logging on to https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/H9GQWSH and submitting the required information. Church groups are encouraged to bring a team that might provide several
volunteers to work together in individual classrooms
of children, but individuals are certainly welcome.
More information may be found at www.nwbaptist.
org on the East Asia link. Specific trip location may
be obtained by emailing eamissionteam@nwbaptist.
org.
By Sheila Allen
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Q&A

IVAN MONTENEGRO
NWBC CHURCH PLANTING CATALYST FOR HISPANIC WORK
Editor’s Note: The Northwest Baptist Convention
executive board last summer elected Ivan Montenegro as a church planting catalyst for Hispanic work in the Northwest, pending necessary
approvals in his U.S. immigration status and
then from the North American Mission Board.
Due to the additional year it took to secure those,
he began NWBC staff duties in September 2018.
Following is a series of questions and answers
to help readers learn more about Mr. Montegro
and his philosophy of ministry:

Q
A

What are distinguishing experiences on your spiritual journey and
in your call to ministry?

My spiritual journey started when God
called me to ministry. Also, in a very noticeable form, many “suddenly” experiences
mark each the journey and the call that merge into
one unique experience.
I was born in a small and impoverished village in
Central America ruled by idolatry, additions, and illiteracy. Consequently, I had a life with no hope and no
future in both the secular and the spiritual worlds.
Suddenly, when I was almost six, an American missionary and his family from California came precisely
to the remote place I was, not only to introduce me
the gospel of Jesus Christ but to transfer to me his
“missionary DNA” and to adopt me as his disciple.
Suddenly, I was planting churches in Central and
South America and Mexico.

suddenly, a medical treatment made me travel to
British Columbia in Canada. I was medically fighting for my life a coastal seaport city, one of the most
ethnically and linguistically diverse cities in Canada.
Was this a coincidence or part of a divine plan? I
have to say that again, suddenly my family and I were
planting a church in Canada.
At that very moment, I only knew three things about
Washington: its name, its geographic location, and
also about its international airport in Seattle. Nothing
else.
Suddenly, I received an invitation to come and conduct a Bible Study in Lynden, WA.
Suddenly, 50 new believers came to Christ and were
baptized by water within the first three months.
Suddenly, I was stopped by immigration while crossing the border from Canada for not having the right
visa to lead this new congregation in Lynden.
Suddenly, a local immigration attorney, the most
expensive one in the area, helped me without legal
fees to get my first R-1 VISA.
Suddenly, more and more people came to Christ.
Suddenly, more churches were being planted in the
area.
Suddenly, we had a Bible Training Center for pastors,
to equip people for service consistent with Ephesians 4:12.

My life was defined as a missionary pastor overseas;
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Suddenly, we found church partners not only from
other parts in the United States but even from China
and, in a very miraculously way, church buildings
were given to us without money!
Once more, I want to use the most indispensable
adverb in the description of my spiritual journey and
sense of call to ministry, because without planning – suddenly God has placed me in a very privileged position to be catalytic for the Hispanics for
the Northwest Baptist Convention, with the unique
opportunity to help and support other pastors and
church planters to plant more and more churches in
the Northwest.

Now, I am part of this spiritual and divine legacy
of the church. I truly understand there is a need to
continue with Jesus’s last instructions to the church
when he commands the church to evangelize the
entire world.

I would not be able to see any of these series of
‘suddenly’ experiences without God’s call to ministry.
Jesus has spiritually walked me through this beautiful journey on a daily basis. No doubt.

Q
A

Even though this California’s church planter, my hero,
has departed to heaven, the missionary DNA he left
behind, through his powerful testimony and living
sacrifice is still moving as an echo that encourages
the church planting projects in the life of the churches of my first neighborhood and the churches of my
home country.

How has your own personal story
shaped your perspective about the
importance of church planting?

The vision, passion, and effort of a church
planter changed my life. Now, I have hope
and a future. It also changed the life of my
entire family.

Q
A

What are the most crucial aspects
in a church taking “next steps” in
becoming involved in starting new
churches?

Just recently, I received a telephone call
from Pastor Cesar Muego, a Filipino pastor
leading Mt. Vernon (WA) Christian Fellowship and Oak Harbor (WA) Christian Fellowship. He
asked me to help him plant more Filipino and American churches in that area of northwest Washington.
I was pleased with the conversation. I shared a little
bit about my experiences and the available training
Continued on page 22

Ivan Montenegro (third from right) celebrates during a baptism service with new believers.
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HOPE JAPAN :: OREGON CHURCH

astor Kenji Yokoy of Japanese International Baptist Church in Tigard,
OR, would tell you he doesn’t try to grab
the spotlight, that he’s simply pursuing
God’s will for his family, his community
and his congregation.
But JIBC has caught the attention of multiple
community groups in and around Portland. These
groups are using the church’s work as a model for
their own efforts to help disaster victims in Japan.

8

Yokoy said this type of partnership has been years in
the making, particularly in the last several months.
“God’s just been really opening doors,” he said.
Since 2011, JIBC has sent disaster relief volunteers abroad through its Hope Japan ministry. Most
recently, teams responded to devastating floods in
Western Japan in August, and to a deadly earthquake in the northern island of Hokkaido in September.
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REACHES OUT
Yokoy said the August trip strengthened JIBC’s
relationship with disaster agencies in Japan, so
much so the church was one of the first calls relief
agencies made when seeking volunteers in Hokkaido. Yokoy said it has been a challenge to gain the
trust of Japanese volunteer groups, but that God has
been moving powerfully to form strong, meaningful
connections.
God’s hand was moving domestically as well, particularly with the Japan-America Society of Oregon

(JASO), whose leadership includes prominent businesses people and community organizers. While
JASO has been aware of JIBC’s ministries, historically the church has not had a seat at the table.
This has changed dramatically.
After seeing how effective JIBC’s efforts were in
Western Japan this summer, Doug Smith, a JASO
organizer, said he wishes JASO had played a role
alongside the church.
Continued on page 19
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CM 52 ::

CHILDREN’S WORKERS LEARN NEW STRATEGIES FOR REACHING KIDS

I

n days past, church-going parents
asked their children what they learned
about God in Sunday school. Today, the
questions more likely are, “Did you have
fun?”
A conference sponsored by the Northwest Baptist
Convention is on the horizon for teachers and other
church leaders that will help those in children’s ministry merge those two ideals and provide encouragement to all.
Slated for February 15-16, 2019, “CM52” highlights
ways church leaders and volunteers to engage unchurched families and regular attenders alike.
“This conference is for anyone who works with
preschoolers, children and families,” said Leigh Ann
Stark, NWBC children’s ministry specialist. “We will
have fun events and specialized course options, as
well as Vacation Bible School training.”
The genesis for CM52 is to provide practical training
for 52 weeks of children’s ministry a year, according
to Stark.
“Participants will receive training they can quickly
institute in their own classrooms,” Stark noted. “The
conference is intended to assist in refreshing leaders vision and passion for kid’s ministry. The time
with other children’s workers is so valuable and we
have a chance to look at trends and fresh ideas.”
The biennial CM52 event will at the Northwest
Baptist Center in Vancouver, WA, and includes
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professional children’s ministry trainers from LifeWay
Christian Resources, along with leaders from Northwest Baptist churches.
“It is helpful if churches send a team of people so
they can collaborate about their own setting,” Stark
said. “There will be something for everyone – every
age and volunteer or paid staff members.”
VBS teams from associations are invited to the conference to get information about the 2019 LifeWay
VBS curriculum “In the Wild” to take back for individual training in their area’s churches.
“Good teachers are always learning,” Stark added.
“This conference will provide us opportunity to do
some learning together and we can be encouraged
by others doing the same thing, hearing ideas of
events to try that inspire us to do something in our
own church. Regardless of size, churches need to
value and equip their people and provide resources
that teachers need, in addition to social and worship
time.”
Lunch will be provided as part of the $15 cost of the
event and more information may be found at nwbaptist.org for registration details.
“Training provides me with opportunities for deepening relationships with others who share a passion for
discipling kids and ministering to their families,” said
Melanie Annes of Parkside Fellowship in Beaverton,
OR. “I always learn lots of things to use in my local
church and share with others.”

Northwest Baptist Witness NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2018

By Sheila Allen

Every church.
Every nation.

imb.org/lmco
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Losing Yourself for the Lost
Larry Pepper was on a trajectory. He was a NASA
flight surgeon who was good at his job, active in his
church, involved as a dad—and possibly headed for
space. It wouldn’t be long before he ended up as a
candidate finalist for a space mission. But God interrupted his plans. As Larry thought more and more
about his life and its eternal significance, he felt God
saying, “You’ve committed everything to me except
your job.” It soon became evident God was drawing
him to walk away.
“I was beginning to see the world through God’s
eyes in terms of lostness,” Larry said. “For me, that
meant seeing if I could use my medical skills in a
way that had more kingdom impact.”
So more than two decades ago, he; his wife Sally;
and their three children packed up and moved to
Africa—first to Uganda, then Lesotho and Tanzania.
Over the years, the Peppers have spent countless
hours at the bedside of the hurting, leading them to
lasting hope in Christ.
“We have seen God’s faithfulness throughout all of
these years as we’ve worked here,” Larry said. “It has
been humbling and incredible to watch.”
PRAY for Larry and Sally to maintain endurance in their medical ministry and have open
doors to disciple the people they meet.
PRAY for God to call out more workers to
leave the United States and serve among the
unreached overseas. Pray for them to be sensitive to his leading and obedient to the call.
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2
A Small Church’s Big
Dreams
A few years ago, Pastor Steve Lakin’s small church
took a big leap of faith. They had a large budget surplus, and they weren’t sure how to use it. But after
some praying and dreaming, First Baptist Church of
Andersonville, Tennessee, congregation of 125, decided to commit to something radical. They decided
to raise $90,000, the equivalent to fund a missionary
couple for a year.
To help his church members connect their effort with
a real missionary need, Steve called the IMB, who
connected him with Kyle and Amber Wilkens*, IMB
missionaries headed to an unreached people group
in East Asia. The Wilkenses would be the “face” of
the need for the people of First Baptist, Steve said.
That year, the church gave the $90,000 with the
Wilkenses in mind.
Ever since then, on a day the church calls “sacrificial
Sunday,” the congregation raises the entire $90,000
to fund the couple for another year. It has caused a
cultural shift in the church, Steve explained—people
are more involved in giving and going too. “We’re just
a small church, but through our giving to the IMB, we
see how God is using us.”
*Names changed.
PRAY for churches to envision how their
gifts to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering®
directly power the gospel going out to unreached people groups.
PRAY for more and more believers to rise up
as sacrificial supporters.
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A “Miracle” Partnership

A Piece of the Puzzle

Four years ago when IMB worker Edwin Feather* set
out to reach a large city in Southeast Asia, Daniel
Tuchez was there. Daniel’s team wasn’t just the first
Hispanic missions team to partner with Edwin in that
city; it was the first team, period. And Daniel, who
serves as pastor of Iglesia Bautista El Shaddai in
Jackson, Tennessee, wouldn’t have it any other way.

Every single week, Pastor Fabio in Brazil makes it
into the prayers of a few hundred people in Kentucky. Chris Platt, pastor of Highland Baptist Church
in Shelbyville, says that’s because they’ve met Fabio—and that in turn has made missions personal.

“He has a real burden for Asia,” said Jason Carlisle,
the IMB’s director of Hispanic mobilization. “He’s
very good at mobilizing other pastors and giving
them a vision.”
In the years before, Jason encouraged and equipped
Daniel, taking him on trips to other parts of Southeast Asia. Daniel started encouraging more Hispanic
pastors to go too—he’s taken pastors from several
states with him over the years. They have seen God
do amazing things. In the city where Edwin lives,
more than 200 people have professed faith and
churches have been planted.
“God is wonderful, and we are thankful for what He
has done. It really is a miracle,” said Daniel, who is
originally from Guatemala. “The very big blessing is
that Jason is not just challenging us to go to Latin
America. He wants us to be cross-cultural people
who reach people in the last frontier.”

Ever since Chris’s church partnered with the work
of IMB missionaries Scott and Joyce Pittman in
Sao Pãulo, Brazil, several years ago, the needs
there have had faces and names. As the people of
Highland Baptist have traveled annually to carry out
outreach in the city of 22 million, it’s made them see
their part in the “whole ball of wax” that is the Great
Commission, Chris said.
“You’ve got missionaries doing what they can and
the church doing what we can,” he said. “When you
go out into their city and meet the people, your love
for missions just comes alive. You give more, you
pray more, and you think more about missions.”
Highland Baptist is “no superstar missions church,”
Chris said, but the annual trips have bolstered the
Pittmans’ work and made the church see that it is
“one piece of the puzzle.”
PRAY for missionaries like Scott and Joyce
Pittman to be effective in strategizing ways to
reach big cities with the gospel.

*Name changed.
PRAY for churches and IMB workers to continue to form partnerships to take the hope of
Christ to unreached people all over the world.

PRAY for church partners to rise up and be a
piece of the missions puzzle through praying,
giving, and going.

PRAY for God to continue to call up Hispanic
churches to engage the world with the gospel.
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Not a “Flash in the Pan”

Coming back changed

J.D. Greear says his church’s partnership with IMB
missionaries is more than just a partnership—it’s a
front-row seat to some of God’s most exciting work
in hard-to-reach places.

Keith Wieser said he’s found a surefire way to develop courage in sharing your faith—go to East Asia.
Over the past three years, more than 80 students
have participated in his church’s partnership with
IMB workers in that region, going there to serve for
10 weeks in the summer or two weeks on Christmas break. That experience changes everything,
said Keith, who serves as lead pastor of Resonate
Church, a Washington state-based church with campuses in Idaho and Oregon.

“The most significant things in the world are happening through the church that God is building,” said
J.D., pastor of The Summit Church in Raleigh-Durham, North Carolina. “We pray, we give, we go—not
because we have to, but because of what God has
promised he’s going to do among the nations.”
One place they are seeing that play out is in Ukraine,
where IMB missionary Russell Woodbridge is helping Ukrainian believers learn how to plant churches.
Together, they have an amazing opportunity to offer
hope to people from eastern Ukraine who lost everything when they fled the war there in recent years.
They’ve seen people baptized and churches started.
“It takes all of us working together to reach the nations for Christ,” Russell said. And his home church is
excited to be a part of that.
Partnering together “provides opportunities that
maybe you couldn’t do if you were by yourself,”
J.D. explained. “It helps us engage in ways that are
meaningful and not just a flash in the pan.”
PRAY for Ukrainian believers to plant strong,
healthy churches that spread rapidly among
the lost in their country and beyond.
PRAY for churches to come alongside the
work overseas and support them with prayer,
funding, and volunteer help.
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“Their perspective is completely changed,” he said.
“They see lostness where they had just seen regularity, and they see themselves as missionaries more
than when they left.”
When he identifies the highest-impact individuals
in his church—the ones who are highly evangelistic
disciple-makers—they’ve all had this same overseas
experience. It develops their courage muscle, Keith
said. “Going to East Asia not only opens their eyes to
the lostness [but also] shows them that they can do
something about it.”
It also makes a lasting impact on the East Asian
students they meet while they’re there.
“We’ve seen 13 college students make a decision
for Christ,” Keith said. There are four house churches
that have been started in the past year or so.”
PRAY for IMB workers and their field partners
in East Asia to impact lostness by reaching
and mobilizing Asian university students.
PRAY for God to raise up more workers and
prompt churches to be generous in supporting them.

Northwest Baptist Witness NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2018

7

8
The Path to Hope

Keeping the Well
from Running Dry
At the end of a beaten-up road in Tanzania, a small
hospital occasionally gets as full as it can get, and
then runs on empty. In the past, it’s had moments
where sick children slept two or three to a bed. It’s
had moments where anesthetic drugs for C-sections
and suture materials have run out.
But the situation has never stayed that way for long,
reported Larry Pepper, an IMB doctor. Over and over,
churches have stepped up to cover the hospital’s
needs, all the way from wheelchairs to building a
new pediatric wing.
“Churches of all sizes have helped,” Larry said. “And
because they have, we have seen God work to
spread the gospel in amazing ways.”
Over the past 22 years, churches have supported
the Peppers’ work through the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering®, the funding source that keeps them
on the field. They have provided equipment, and they
have met the hospital’s daily needs.
“We’re just two people,” Larry said. “But we find that
when other people get a passion to come alongside
us, God uses it to further His kingdom.”

And in the midst of their heartbreaking story, many
refugees have walked right into the eternal hope
that was waiting for them all along.
IMB workers all over the globe say they are seeing
refugees come to faith in Christ in the ashes of their
tragedy. It’s an unprecedented opportunity for the
gospel to reach people from hard-to-reach countries.
That’s why Pastor Bryant Wright said he and his
church, Johnson Ferry Baptist Church in Marietta,
Georgia, have invested heavily in refugee ministry
both at home and overseas. There in the Atlanta
area, members of Johnson Ferry Baptist are walking alongside Syrian Muslim families who are trying
to rebuild a life. They have also partnered with IMB
workers overseas who are serving as a consistent
presence in refugee centers and camps in Europe,
Africa, and Asia.
“It’s a humanitarian disaster,” Bryant said. “It just
makes sense to me to reach out with love.”

PRAY for churches to understand the importance of every dollar spent toward the spread
of the gospel.
PRAY for them to be in generous support of
the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering.

The world has more refugees today than ever before
in recorded history. They’re on the move across dangerous sea. They’re trekking on foot over mountain
ranges. They’re trying to create a life for themselves
in a new country with nothing but the clothes on
their back.

PRAY for God to guide the path of refugees
to a place where they might find salvation in
Christ.
PRAY for churches to step up and engage in
ministry to refugees right where they are and
through partnerships overseas.
WMU and Lottie Moon Christmas Offering® are registered
trademarks of Woman’s Missionary Union®.
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NEW IMB PRESIDENT ELECTED
T
rustees of the Southern Baptist Convention’s International Mission Board elected
Paul Chitwood as the entity’s 13th president
Nov. 15, during trustees’ regularly scheduled
meeting near Richmond, VA.

Chitwood, 48, who has served as executive director of the Kentucky Baptist Convention, took office
immediately as the president of the
entity, the largest denominational
missionary-sending body among
American evangelicals. More than
3,600 Southern Baptist international missionaries serve worldwide,
with 42 new missionaries approved
for appointment by trustees the day
before Chitwood’s election.
Since September 2018, Clyde
Meador, former missionary and IMB
executive vice president, has served
as IMB’s interim president. At Chitwood’s request, trustees approved
Meador to remain in the president’s
office as interim executive vice
president for several months during
the transition.

-- “I’ll work to continue to form and fashion an organization that is strong and stable.”
“We don’t need another reorganization of the International Mission Board, in my estimation,” he said.
“But we do need to reestablish a
missionary pipeline of God’s choice
servants, ready to take the gospel
to the nations. And I believe we
also need to establish a leadership
pipeline where our existing personnel are equipped and empowered
to use their God-given gifts to the
fullest potential at every level of the
organization.”
-- “I will seek to guard” the IMB’s
relationships, reputation and integrity.

Paul Chitwood

Chitwood’s overseas short-term mission involvement
includes work in Brazil, Peru, India, China, South
Africa, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Kenya, England,
Spain, Germany and Haiti. He has stated he is committed to IMB’s next executive vice president being
someone with significant mission-field experience
since, as he told the presidential search committee, “I
will need an EVP with vast field experience to work
alongside me and to advise me.”
In a 14-minute address, Chitwood noted several
characteristics of the approach he will take at the
IMB. Among them:
-- “I do not plan to bring a new vision to the International Mission Board.”
“The International Mission Board’s vision is not ours
to fashion,” Chitwood said. “God has given his vision
to the church. That vision, expressed so clearly in
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Revelation 7:9 of a multitude of every language,
people and tribe and nation, is his vision.”

Among relationships to be guarded, Chitwood said, are those with
SBC entities, state conventions, local associations and churches. Increased ethnic and
gender diversity will be an important part of guarding
the IMB’s reputation, he said.
“I will seek to make the mission force and our IMB
staff look more and more like the churches that we
serve,” Chitwood said. “In order to do that, I believe
we need more ethnic diversity, more African Americans in leadership, and we need to be more intentional about including females in appropriate leadership roles in order to guard our integrity before the
churches.”
Championing the Cooperative Program, Chitwood
said, is another key facet of guarding the IMB’s
integrity.
“I’ll also seek to use the IMB presidency to champion
the Cooperative Program,” he said. “The Cooperative Program is the lifeblood of the Southern Baptist
system of missions.”
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CHURCH SECURITY
IN THE 21ST CENTURY

::

TAKE ONE STEP FORWARD NOW

W

ith attention on violence in public
spaces increasing, including incidences at places of worship, the Northwest
Baptist Convention sponsored a “Church Security in the 21st Century” conference that
drew more 75 attendees to three locations
in recent weeks.
“Church security is not a heavy-handed, offensive
approach,” said Mike Gurley of Teamworks Consulting. “We are not the TSA of the church, but are there
to observe and react as another layer to let other
ministries perform.”
Founded by Gurley after serving 37 years as a police
officer, Teamworks Consulting specializes in security
plan development and training. Harvey Letcher, director of safety and security at Prestonwood Baptist
Church in Plano, TX, joined Gurley in leading the
conference.
“Church security is not a destination, but an expression of spiritual gifts for the enhancement of the
church,” Gurley stated. “It has eternal consequences.
Our basic principle is to be eyes and ears and look
for things that don’t look right.”
Gurley encouraged participants to look for ways
to “take one step forward” in developing a plan to
ensure the safety of all.
Weekday security measures should be in place for
the safety of staff and volunteers on site. Options include security cameras, intercoms into office space,
and safe money handling plans.
“There are rings of protection during weekend services that begin in the parking lot,” said Letcher. “This
gives opportunity to greet people warmly, but also

observe and prevent issues before
problems arise in the building. We encourage safety teams to look for oversized clothing
and large bags or backpacks. Overall, we encourage
security volunteers to engage with folks and make
eye contact.”
First steps for those with no safety plans include
inviting a knowledgeable person to complete an assessment on a typical weekend, including childcare
check-in areas. Limiting the number of unlocked
doors through the campus helps safety volunteers
keep eyes on who is entering the facilities.
“Not everything in the plan deals with a security
emergency, but also includes weather issues, medical concerns and more,” said Gurley. “Training opportunities should include security and parking as well
as greeters and ushers. Children’s ministry members
also need to be in the loop on accepted protocol for
their areas of concern.”
Special events that draw large numbers of community members, such as fall festivals or other events
that include unknown visitors, people wearing costumes, or those bringing animals onto the premises,
need special consideration.
“Security is a ministry and is based on scripture and
a Godly calling for some,” Gurley noted. “Not everyone is suited for this role and should be reserved
for those who might be able to defuse a situation. I
suggest that churches have an application form for
those interested in the ministry that includes when
they came to know Christ, because there is a spiritual aspect to the position.
“It’s important for every church to have a security
plan and they will then be able to manage most critical incidents.”
By Sheila Allen
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Next year’s budget approved by messengers is
down from the $5,462,000 current year’s budget
and allocates more Cooperative Program funds for
Northwest missions, rather than forwarding as much
to Southern Baptist Convention entities.
For 2019, 20 percent of Cooperative Programs gifts
from Northwest Baptist churches will be forwarded
to the SBC rather than the 27.25 percent that’s
been allocated in recent years. The remaining 80
percent of CP gifts will support increasing needs in
evangelism, church planting, leadership development
and church growth among the 500 NWBC churches
spread across Oregon, Washington and north Idaho.
The budget anticipates $2,880,000 in Cooperative Program giving from NWBC churches. Thus,
$2,304,000 would support mission work in the
Northwest and $576,000 would be forwarded to the
SBC Executive Committee for disbursement to entities such as the International Mission Board, North
American Mission Board, six SBC seminaries, the
Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission and others.
The executive board recommended the reallocation
to help maintain important NWBC staffing and ministries in light of ongoing reductions in missionary
personnel funding from the North American Mission
Board, the NWBC’s largest financial partner, and that
agency’s lessened financial support of NWBC ministries not tied closely to evangelistic church planting.
During the board’s budget presentation, an Oregon
pastor proposed amending it to keep the level of
funds forwarded to the SBC at 27.75 percent.
“The Cooperative Program is probably the best
things Southern Baptists have ever done and it hinges on cooperation,” said Don Reeves of Grant Avenue Baptist Church in Corvallis. Expressing concern
the reallocation wouldn’t send “the right message,”
Reeves suggested NWBC churches work toward
stronger funding of Northwest Baptist ministries by
increasing Cooperative Program giving overall.
“It’s not the North American Mission Board that’s
causing us to have financial issues,” he said. “It’s us.
We’re shorting our convention. I propose the amend-
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ment understanding it’s going to cost us, but the
answer to it costing us is for us to pay for it.”
For about 15 minutes, messengers discussed
whether to pass Reeves’ amendment, including J.R.
Cano, worship pastor at Eastmont Baptist Church in
East Wenatchee and member of the executive board.
“In order to keep our organization healthy, I believe it
is the right move to make,” he said.
Ultimately, on a show of ballots vote, messengers
turned down Reeves’ amendment – about two dozen
messengers favored it on a show of raised ballots -and subsequently approved the budget as presented
with two votes showing similarly in opposition.
NWBC executive director Randy Adams did not
speak to the budget or the amendment during the
presentation. After the business session, however,
he said: “I so appreciated the way we conducted our
business. We spoke respectfully to one another, we
voted and then we go down the road together.”
In another financial matter, messengers approved a
$120,000 goal for the convention’s mission offering with the following allocations: church planting,
$60,000; collegiate ministry, $16,000; Oasis Retreat,
$16,000; ethnic/language church development,
$8,000; Northwest Baptist Disaster Relief, $5,000;
Vacation Bible School, $5,000. Another $10,000 for
promotional expenses is included.
In addition to Adams and Dustin Hall, featured
speakers for the annual meeting included Dallas
Stringer, pastor of Eastmont Baptist Church in East
Wenatchee, WA, and Jeff Iorg, president of Gateway
Seminary of the Southern Baptist Convention. All of
those message are available to watch at YouTube.
com/TheNWBC
The three-year partnership between the NWBC
and the Baptist General Convention Texas Baptists
emphasizes church planting, collegiate ministry in
the metro Seattle area and leadership development
experiences in the Northwest, as well as involving
Northwest Baptists in mission opportunities along
the southern border of Texas. (See additional information on Page 2.)
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never to another Japanese person,” he said.

So when JIBC returned from Hokkaido in September, JASO was ready to put some skin in the game
and organized a community meeting for Oct. 22, to
form its own team. Other partners included PortlandSapporo Sister City Association, Consular Office of
Japan in Portland, Portland Japanese Garden, Sunrise Newspaper and Japanese Business Association
of Portland.

Michael Bacon, president of the Portland-Sapporo
Sister City Association, then echoed Yokoy’s emphasis on human interaction. He said, without a personal
connection, donations of money and supplies mean
far less.

“So the Word became human and made

his home among us. He was full of
unfailing love and faithfulness. And we
have seen his glory, the glory of the
Father’s one and only Son.” John 1:14

“If we don’t have that going on, the rest of it really
doesn’t matter,” he said.
FOREIGNERS ENABLE THE JAPANESE TO LOWER THEIR
Smith said working with JIBC has been
GUARD AND OPEN THEIR HEARTS TO US IN WAYS THEY
“great” and he was encouraged by the
WOULD NEVER TO ANOTHER JAPANESE PERSON.
-KENJI YOKOY church’s developing connections in
Japan. “Let’s strike while the iron’s hot,”
he told Yokoy.
At the meeting, Yokoy said volunteers, especially
foreigners, can be far more impactful than money.
By the time the meeting ended, half-a-dozen volunThis is particularly true now, as Japanese volunteers
teers expressed interest in serving. JASO plans to
are fatigued by numerous disasters during the last
send a team sometime between Nov. 12 and Dec. 2
two years.
and could potentially partner with faith-based groups
in-country.
“Foreigners enable the Japanese to lower their
By Stephen Floyd
guard and open their hearts to us in ways they would
Photos: Brandon Slyter

3200 NE 109th Avenue
Vancouver, WA 98682
800.594.2981 · 360.882.2250
foundationinfo@nwbaptist.org
www.nwbaptistfdn.org

Your friends at Northwest Baptist Foundation desire to wish you a very Merry Christmas and Blessed New Year.
The ministry of your Foundation is to serve our Northwest churches and their people - We are able to accomplish our
ministry through the gifts of donors like you who love the Lord and His church.
We want to take this opportunity to THANK all of our clients for an amazing 2018!
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Call us today with all of your Estate Planning, Charitable Giving or Church Loan/Administration needs.
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Cooperative Program Giving ...
... partnering with more than 46,000 churches to make Christ known at home, across the nation, and around the world.

Region 4

Region 1
J-O 18
Auburn-Igl Hispana LifeWay
426
Auburn-Lifeway Ch Auburn
813
Bellevue-Essential
6,814
Bellevue-Lake Hills
5,191
Bellevue-Leaven Church
3,300
Bellevue-The Well
1,083
Bellevue-Well Commun
5,080
Bellingham-Living Word
1,000
Bellingham-Community
102
Bellingham-Crossroads
840
Bellingham-Immanuel
405
Blk Diamond-Chap Wood
6,216
Bonney Lake-Elhi Hill
5,000
Bothell-Living Spring
583
Bothell-Hallows W Seattle
4,000
Bothell-CrossPointe
11,885
Bothell-Dwelling Place
3,859
Bothell-Queensgate
900
Bothell-Tabern de Dios
402
Burlington-Calvary
3,690
Camano Island-Restoration 3,741
Clear Lake-FBC
1,500
Darrington-Mt View
2,595
Des Moines-The Mountain
4,363
Edmonds-North Seattle
100
Edmonds-One In Christ
450
Edmonds-Rock of Hope
7,646
Enumclaw-FBC
2,025
Everett-Journey
13,033
Everett-Redemption Ch
12,090
Everett-Bethlehem Korean
50
Everett-Faith Internatl
300
Everett-Good News Rom
1,000
Everett-Pinehurst
8,651
Everett-S Everett Comm
5,100
Everett-Silver Lake
1,961
Fed Way-First Ukranian
1,000
Fed Way-Bethel
1,000
Fed Way-Christ Church
500
Fed Way-FBC
300

Region 2
Bremerton-Sonshine
Castle Rock-FBC
Centralia-Alder Street
Chehalis-Dayspring
Dryad-Community
Elma-Bethany
Forks-FBC
Kalama-Kalama
Lacey-FBC
Lacey-New Zion
Long Beach-Anchor
Longview-FBC

Region 3

J-O 18
2,994
5,723
693
12,093
3,930
2,252
11,733
8,674
13,209
1,125
100
64,981

J-O 18
Battle Ground-Parkway
635
Beavercrk-NW Contexture 3,932
Beaverton-FBC
11,460
Beaverton-Global
450
Beaverton-Iglesia Bautista 6,098
Beaverton-New Creation
1,328
Beaverton-Trinity Ch & Ministry 180
Bingen-FBC
1,334
Boring-Iglesia Vida Nueva
3,495
Camas-Lacamas Heights
2,112
Clackamas-Trinity
13,114
Estacada-Clackamas Vly
2,449
Forest Grove-Fellowship
1,989
Forest Grove-The Crossing 1,175
Goldendale-Columbus Ave 13,871
Gresham-Pathway
78,107
Gresham-Punto de Gracia
330
Hillsboro-New Life
11,770
Hillsboro-Oregon
300
Hood River-Tucker Road
4,879
Iglesia Vida Nueva
354
Klickitat-Klickitat Valley
1,330
Lake Oswego-Lake Bible
600
McMinnville-Grace
2,629
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Fed Way-Good Neighbor
1,000
Fed Way-Korean-Amer
7,084
Fed Way-Lifeway
3,550
Fed Way-Nine Lakes
1,863
Fed Way-SoundSide
4,509
Federal Way-Pike Place
1,210
Hamilton-FBC
13,984
Issaquah-Foothills
20,418
Issaquah-Summit
6,233
Kenmore-Landing Church
2,720
Kenmore-Disciple Making
100
Kent-Bread of Life
424
Kent-International Christian
450
Kent-Sequoia
13,500
Kent-Turningpoint
10,786
Lake Stevens-Lake Country 7,000
Lakewood-Emmaus
500
Lakewood-FBC
58,105
Lakewood-Kaleo Community 2,879
Lakewood-Trinity
800
Lakewood-Vietnam Lifeway
120
Lynden-La Vid Verdadera
1,974
Lynnwood-Healing
150
Lynnwood-EagleWing
568
Lynnwood-Global Mission
500
Lynnwood-Japanese
1,365
Lynnwood-Martha Lk
9,367
Lynnwood-ONE Church
914
Lynnwood-Seattle Bridge
4,770
Lynnwood-Slavic of Seattle
400
Maple Falls-Mt. Baker
725
Maple Valley-Hope
34,281
Marysville-Emmanuel
4,044
Mill Creek-Adullam
1,680
Monroe-FBC
25,425
Mount Vernon-Christian
2,721
Mount Vernon-Trinity
6,837
Oak Harbor-Christian Fellow 600
Oak Harbor-Southern
5,269
Puyallup-High Pointe
25,361
Puyallup-South Hill
1,856
Puyallup-Sunrise
26,215
Puyallup-Washington Mission
74
Longview-Highlands
Longview-La Iglesia
Longview-Robert Gray
Longview-Valley
Longview-Beacon Hill
Ocean Shores-Faith Com
Olympia, Westwood
Olympia-McKenzie Road
Olympia-Illuminate
Olympia-Vietnamese
Port Angeles-Hillcrest
Port Hadlock-Oak Bay
Port Orchard-FBC

801
642
7,581
21,653
3,196
5,210
1,458
30,218
163
400
6,207
840
9,645

McMinnville-Valley
23,628
Mt Hood Parkdale-Parkdale
250
Newberg-Chehalem Valley 27,568
Odell-FBC
1,190
Prtld-Antioch Christian
1,500
Prtld-East Bridge
1,052
Prtld-Evergreen
100
Prtld-Hope International
9,582
Prtld-Kaleo Communities
1,556
Prtld-Korean Logos
2,000
Prtld-Mill Park
6,711
Prtld-New Life Intnl
557
Prtld-Peninsula
600
Prtld-Rejoice
2,480
Prtld-Remedy City
6,017
Prtld-Renaissance
265
Prtld-Romanian
600
Prtld-Sojourn Community
405
Prtld-Solid Rock
9,400
Prtld-Spring of Life
3,698
Prtld-The Common
634
Prtld-Vietnamese
1,777
Prtld-Word of Life Romanian 387
Prtld-Zomi Bethel
1,935
Prtld-Flavel Street
500

J-O 18
Medford-Lozier Lane
6,325
Redmond-FBC Rose Hill
1,600
Albany-Calvary
20
Medford-New Horizon
1,567
Redmond-Korean Hope
800
Albany-Knox Butte
120
Monmouth-Cultivate
2,434
Redmond-Meadowbrook
48,730
Albany-Nueva Esperanza
894
Newport-Calvary
3,523
Renton-Agape Vietnamese 3,496
Bend-Summit Community
1,581
North Bend-FBC
5,671
Renton-Church of Beloved 7,500
Bend-River Woods
180
Phoenix-FBC
4,476
Renton-Iglesia Vida
3,000
Canyonville-Canyon Creek
390
Prineville-Calvary
7,047
Renton-NewStory
2,897
Corvallis-Branch
8,253
Prospect-Prospect
552
Renton-Sunset
7,740
Corvallis-Grant Avenue
36,525
Redmond-HBC Espanol
70
Renton-Trinity
4,000
Cottage Grove-Calvary
2,157
Redmond-Highland
134,022
Saesoon Baptist Church
100
Cottage Grove-Hope
4,096
Redmond-Igl Highland
186
Sammamish-21st Century
1,340
Creswell-New Hope
19,247
Reedsport-Highlands
1,961
SeaTac-Riverton Heights
850
Dallas-FBC
76
Rogue River-Grace
9,598
Seattle-The Hallows
6,000
Dexter-Dexter Baptist
451
Roseburg-Faith & Reason
3,668
Seattle-Chinese Southern 20,244
Eugene-Fairfield
22,500
Roseburg-Vine Street
13,855
Seattle-Epic Life
2,613
Eugene-Harvest Comm
3,238
Salem-Capital
19,381
Seattle-FBC Beverly Pk
3,110
Eugene-Japanese
198
Salem-Living Water
1,361
Seattle-Gracepoint
500
Eugene-Riviera
8,177
Salem-Skyline
914
Seattle-Living Water Chinese 2,050
Florence-FBC
13,990
Siletz-Sacred Ground
214
Seattle-Roots Community
4,530
Glendale-Glendale
4,406
Springfield-East Side
7,330
Seattle-Thien An
3,600
Gold Beach-Riley Creek
180
Springfield-Grace Korean
2,116
Sedro Woolley-Cross Cntry 2,450
Grants Pass-Solid Rock
4,420
Springfield-Trinity
7,114
Sedro Woolley-Skagit
1,000
K Falls-Ch on Homedale
14,394
Sweet Home-Freedom
1,437
Sedro Woolley-Valley
4,419
Keizer-Cristiana Renuevo
3,299
Terrebonne-Smith Rock
3,500
Snohomish-Bridge
3,632
La Pine-Whispering Pines
1,179
Toledo-FBC
475
Snohomish-BridgeCity
5,738
Lakeview-Trinity
2,167
Waldport-FBC
1,500
Spanaway-God’s Grace
60
Lebanon-Trinity
6,391
Warm Springs-Warm Sprgs 3,200
Spanaway-SE Asian
124
Lincoln City-Pacific
355
White City-Trinity
700
Sultan-Lighthouse
2,906
Madras-FBC
3,562
Winston-Community
8,307
Tacoma-The Pathway
1,240
Medford-Living Hope
3,303
Total:
418,250
Tacoma-E.Tacoma Christian
225
		
Tacoma-Filipino Inter
1,000
Tacoma-Highland Hill
4,451
Tacoma-Japanese Intl
5,182
J-O 18
Pasco-Emmanuel
4,277
Tacoma-New Beginnings
99
Airway Hts-Airway Hts
15,903
Pasco-International
248
Tacoma-New Hope
192
Airway Hts-Spokane Rock 2,250
Pasco-Redeemer Tri-Cities
867
Tacoma-Parkland
2,000
Athol-Athol
14,737
Paterson-Community
1,308
Tacoma-Tacoma FBC
60,000
Benton City-FBC
2,629
Pendleton-Pendleton
6,851
Tacoma-VMCM
360
Boardman-FBC
1,000
Pilot Rock-Life Church
5,140
Yelm-First
4,119
Bonners Ferry-Boundary
659
Prosser-Calvary
2,005
Yelm-Ignite Church
3,071
Brewster-Calvary
1,500
Pullman-Emmanuel
24,349
Zomi-Seattle
62
Burbank-Trinity
4,224
Pullman-Grace and Glory
2,798
Total:
668,353
Cheney-Fellowship
4,434
Pullman-Resonate
11,713
		
Clarkston-Sonrise
5,050
Quincy-Iglesia Nueva Vida
270
Clarkston-Trinity
575
Rathdrum-New Beg
3,111
Port Orchard-Evergreen
502
Coeur d’Alene-Emmanuel
1,200
Rice-Victory
1,926
Port Townsend-San Juan 12,816
Dayton-Faith Chapel
535
Richland-Reata Sprgs
15,411
Rainier-Delena
647
Deer Park-FBC
240
Richland-Richland
164,787
Randle-Reconciled
5,752
E Wenatchee-Eastmont
44,546
Richland-Richland Hghts
2,820
Scappoose-Creekside
2,182
Ellensburg-Chestnut St
14,664
Spirit Lake-Spirit Lake
4,026
Sequim-FBC
17,310
Grandview-Valley Life
2,302
Spokane Valley-Dishman
8,447
Silverdale-Clear Creek
2,187
Greenacres-Greenacres
1,000
Spokane Valley-East Valley 4,964
Silverdale-Connections
285
Harrison-Community
4,500
Spokane Valley-Valleypoint 4,707
Silverdale-Kitsap Christian
300
Heppner-Willow Creek
4,911
Spokane-Crestline
2,002
Toledo-FBC
22,287
Hermiston-Grace
2,945
Spokane-Driscoll Blvd
10,748
Vaughn-Key Peninsula
477
Hermiston-New Beginnings 1,616
Spokane-North Addison
8,129
Total:
280,267
Ione-Ione
2,276
Spokane-Pinnacle
5,921
Kellogg-FBC
208
Spokane-River City
694
Kennewick-Crossview
2,200
Spokane-Springhill Bible
2,000
Kennewick-Finley First
2,000
Spokane-Windsor
4,084
Prtld-Mien Fellowship
1,100
Kennewick-Hillview
6,453
St Maries-College Ave
1,541
Ridgefield-Discovery Pt
2,703
Kennewick-Kennewick
84,243
Sunnyside-Trinity
209
Ridgefield-GO
3,594
Kennewick-Quinault
3,750
Union Gap-FBC
2,004
Rufus-Bapt Ch at Rufus
1,463
La Grande-The Way
1,270
W Richland-Grace&Truth
7,999
The Dalles-Emmanuel
3,467
La Grande-Trinity
1,601
W Richland-Reliance Fellow 5,850
Tigard-Hall Blvd
10,672
Leavenworth-FBC
10,267
Walla Walla-Blue Mt
4,551
Tigard-Japanese Intnl
1,800
Lewiston-Orchards
10,150
Walla Walla-Kairos
450
Tillamook-Life Change
5,492
Lewiston-Tammany
29,313
Wapato-FBC
3,044
Vancouver-Arabic
495
Moscow-Trinity
1,500
Warden-First
800
Vancouver-CrossPointe
26,634
Moses Lake-Emmanuel
2,964
Wenatchee-Valley
4,500
Vancouver-Evergreen
3,612
Newport-Newport So
6,549
Yakima-Terrace Hghts
13,900
Vancouver-Fourth Plain
628
Northport-FBC
1,029
Yakima-The Cross
15,102
Vancouver-Grace
1,490
Oakesdale-FBC
1,317
Yakima-The River
4,003
Vancouver-Gtr Faith MBC
475
Orofino-FBC
281
Zillah-Mtn View
2,095
Vancouver-Iglesia Belen
160
Otis Orchards-Starr Rd
750
Total:
669,193
Vancouver-Korean
200
Vancouver-Project Truth
916
Vancouver-Revival
1,500
Vancouver-River City
105
Vancouver-Song of Hope
900
January through October Budget vs Actual Comparison
Vancouver-Trinity
2,359
Budget
Actual
Variance
Vancouver-Vietnamese
400
2,414,612
2,388,205
-26,407
Vancouver-Vietnamese Heart 775
Report only includes churches that have contributed through the
Vancouver-Ukrainian
500
Northwest Baptist Convention January - October 2018. A full report of
Wilsonville-Creekside
9,063
all NWBC churches is available at www.gonbw.org/cp/
Total:
348,819
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Region 5

NWBC MARKS STAFF CHANGES
R
on Allen, the Northwest Baptist Convention’s lone church planting catalyst for most
of southern and eastern Oregon, an area designated by the convention as “Region 4,” will move
to part-time status as an NWBC staff member
in order to also become pastor of First Baptist
Church, Florence, OR.

The change is effective January 1. Allen joined the
NWBC staff in fall 2014 as a full-time staff member,
after serving from 2011-14 as a pastor in southwest
Oregon and assisting with NWBC church planting
efforts in that area.
In the convention’s church health office, the full-time
staff has been reduced by one for the time being.
Richard Kirk, an evangelism/church health strategist for the Northwest Baptist Convention the past
six years, submitted his immediate resignation in late
September due to “moral failures that transgressed
his marital covenant,” according to Randy Adams,
NWBC executive director.

Accepting and reporting the resignation “with great
sadness,” Adams urged Northwest Baptists to pray
for Kirk and his family members, many of whom have
been involved extensively in NWBC ministries over
the years.
Before working on the convention’s staff, Kirk
served for about 35 years in ministry roles at several
Northwest Baptist churches.
Adams and Joe Flegal, NWBC director of evangelism and church health, have developed an interim
plan for carrying out assignments Kirk had in the
area designated by the convention as “Region 5”
-- which consists of eastern Washington, north Idaho
and northeastern Oregon – until a replacement is
elected by the NWBC executive board.
Garry Benfield, an NWBC church planting catalyst,
is currently the convention’s only other staff member
living in and serving churches in the region. He will
be able to serve churches needing help in areas of
evangelism and church health, said Adams.
By Cameron Crabtree

Per·spec·tive — /pərˈspektiv/
Pursuing what matters

2019 NW WOMEN’S SUMMIT
APRIL 12-13 //

LAKE BIBLE CHURCH - LAKE OSWEGO, OR

COST: $25
For more information or to register:
GAYLA PARKER
www.nwbaptist.org
Conference, Retreat Speaker,
QUESTIONS: Contact Nancy Hall, Women’s
Bible Teacher, Author
21
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER
2018 Northwest Baptist Witness
Specialist,
nancyh@nwbaptist.org
or 360.882.2100
Little Rock, Arkansas
KEYNOTE SPEAKER:

Continued from page 7

and resources we can get through NWBC and the
North American Mission Board. Then, we discussed
strategies and plans to multiply churches.
Pastor Cesar ended this conversation saying, “If
you asked me about it two months ago, I would say
my church (Oak Harbor Christian Fellowship) is
already planting another church (Mt. Vernon Christian Fellowship), but Jesus touched me during the
last annual NWBC meeting. Now, I know there are
more potential church planters in my churches, and I
am ready to go ahead with the church multiplication
plan.”
I sent him 10 e-books prepared by the Bible Training
Center for Pastors and I met with him to follow up.
This circumstantial experience describes the most
crucial aspects in a church taking “next steps” in becoming involved in starting new churches – a church
touched by Jesus, a church looking and using the
available resources to accomplish its vision, a church
ready to ‘get ready’ to prepare and equip more leaders, pastors, and church planters to accomplish its
mission, a church wanting to go into real action.

Q
A

What are the key challenges that
need to be overcome in the Northwest as you assist in the
multiplication of churches?

In the multiplication of churches, there
will always be challenges. There may be
pastors, leaders, and churches that do not
want to leave their comfort zones. Other are scared
to explore the church planting experience because,
for no reason, they think the new church plant
would probably steal most of its energy, resources,
and manpower. We just need to believe what Jesus promised to empower this church multiplication
movement with his Holy Spirit.

Q
A
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What is the best advice you would
offer other leaders considering becoming involved in church planting?
The DNA of the church is the same from
its foundation. Jesus prepared the twelve
disciples to plant new churches. In fact,

not only the apostle Paul and his very peculiar missionary team continued with this spiritual legacy,
but from generation to generation the church has
marched in a triumphant style, planting and planting
new churches and the march will stop just until he
comes in glory.
I genuinely enjoy being part of this church planting
movement.
I would like to invite all the other church leaders and
pastors that are not yet participating in this colossal
march to be part of it! Please come and ‘taste’ the
most beautiful experiences in the life of the church:
a church planting another church.

Q
A

What are some of the best lessons
about church planting, both as a
result of your successes and your
mistakes?

When you are planting churches, Jesus
walks all the way with the church planter.
Even your mistakes are turned by his
grace and mercy into successes. I laugh now when
I recall about the multiple mistakes I have made
through my church planting experience. Again, by
God’s grace, each one of them has unexpectedly
turned into a blessing.
I cannot stop sharing about the unique experience
I got with Pastor Ken Ferry from River of Life Community Church of Demin, WA.
His Assembly of God church was praying for a year
for God to tell them what to do with the church building they had not used for the last year. We did not
know about each other but we met to pray together
for God’s guidance in this new project to plant a new
Hispanic church in Maple Falls, WA.
He gave me the key to of the church building and
told me, “You can keep the key if you plant a church
in the next three months.”
I ‘mistakenly’ accepted the challenge. This is not the
way I have planted churches in the past. You don’t
plant a Hispanic church in a remote isolated church
building up in the mountain that has closed its doors
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due to the lack of attendance in its worship services.
You don’t plant a church in an unknown place where
you don’t even know if there is an existing Hispanic
population in the area.
I did some evangelism in the area by knocking the
doors of the adjacent neighborhood, but for the next
three months, nobody showed up to the empty building, not even one person.
I recognized my mistake and prayed: “Lord, please
forgive me for this fail. You never fail, you are God. I
am sorry for the deal I made with Pastor Ken. Please
help me to make him understand it was a mistake.”
I was ready to return the key. It was going to be my
last Monday evening worship service, after a threemonth period.

to him and to an empty building.
But I was ready to finish this adventure by returning
the keys. Suddenly, while I was crying and singing
“How Great Though Art,” Lucy, a Hispanic woman
from the nearby neighborhood showed up.
I preached to her as if the church were full. At the
end of the service, she asked if she could invite her
friends and family to the church.
Now, from a ‘mistaken’ decision, by God’s grace, we
have a vibrant Hispanic church at Silver Lake Community Church’s building in Maple Falls, WA. Praise
the Lord.
Through multiple ‘mistakes’ I have committed as a
church planter, still, I have learned -- Jesus walks
faithfully with you all the way.

I sat at the piano and Pastor Ken, as always, was
seating on the first seated at the front. He was expecting me to lead the worship music and preaching
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CM52 offers breakouts and core age-group conferences to equip
those who teach and minister to kids 52 weeks a year, including
LifeWay’s VBS 2019 In the Wild, Amazing Encounters with Jesus.
Bring your whole team!
Friday 7:00 PM CM52 General Session: Family
Night Experience
Saturday 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM Breakout Sessions
(6 options during 3 sessions), Core Conferences for
Preschool Leaders, Children’s Leaders, and VBS
age groups and rotations
Cost: $15
Northwest Baptist Center, 3200 NE 109th Avenue,
Vancouver WA 98682

Mission Trip Opportunities
March 29-31 Church Plant Advance Retreat: Kids Club VBS
(10 volunteers needed), Cannon Beach Conference Center, cost $150.
April 29 -May 1 Church Plant Retreat: Kids Club VBS

(25 volunteers needed), Cannon Beach Conference Center, cost $150.
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