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VIEWPOINT

Randy Adams
Executive Director

“This is our day” to serve the Lord
In another day, on April 13, 1948, mes-
sengers from 15 Northwest Baptist 
churches met in Portland, OR, to orga-
nize the Northwest Baptist Convention 
(NWBC). They believed that together 
they could more effectively reach the 
Northwest for Christ. By 1952 there 
were 53 churches in the NWBC and 
there were 291 churches by 1972 
(some of them in Canada).

Strong growth has continued over the 
past 40 years through sharing the 
gospel, training leaders and gathering 
new believers into churches. Today, 
we have 485 churches in the NWBC; 
there are hundreds more in Canada, 
which became its own convention in 
the mid-1980s.

In our day, the work of the NWBC is 
much the same as it has always been. 
Our churches cooperate in ways that 
maximize our effectiveness in key 
areas of Kingdom work. So how does 
your NWBC serve our churches in this, 
our day?

First, we put a priority on training lead-
ers. Monthly pastor clusters is one of 
the large pieces of this training. The 
clusters focus on the spiritual life of 
the leader and the spiritual health of 
the church. They study and discuss 
disciple-making, evangelism, worship 
planning, and much more. We also 
support the Pacific Northwest Campus 
of Gateway Seminary. Currently I am 
teaching preaching to 17 students at 
our campus. Added to this is training 
for Bible teachers, worship leaders, 
Disaster Relief volunteers, college min-
isters and others. We train transitional 
“interim pastors” and help churches in 
their search for pastors. 

Second, we prioritize evangelism. The 
NWBC provides evangelistic training 

and resources to every NWBC church. 
The Cooperative Program (CP) mission 
giving of our churches makes this pos-
sible. We continue to provide My316 
evangelism materials to our churches. 
At our annual meeting this November 
we will launch a new resource avail-
able to every church, without cost, be-
cause we believe that making disciples 
should be at the center of ministry for 
every church.

Third, we help start new churches. Cur-
rently we have churches worshiping in 
27 different languages in communities 
of all sizes. Churches are started in ur-
ban to rural areas, from cities to small 
towns. I am personally involved in a 
new church in a town of 8,000 people. 
The church launches September 30, 
but already we have had a young man 
come to Christ and enter the baptismal 
waters. With only one church for every 
23,000 in population we need many 
more churches in many more places.

Fourth, we do missions beyond the 
Northwest. Through the CP and other 
mission offerings we support mis-
sionaries in over 100 nations. Also, the 
NWBC has a special partnership in 
East Asia in which many of our church-
es have participated. During July 
10-23, 2019, we will bring about 130 
people from our NWBC churches to 
serve hundreds missionaries and their 
children in a retreat in Asia. We are the 
only state convention of churches to 
ever do this, and this will be the third 
major retreat in which we serve our 
missionaries in this way.

You are making an enormous dif-
ference through your involvement 
and support of the NWBC, and we 
have much left to do. This is our day 
-- a good day to serve the Lord in the 
Northwest!
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They’re dubbed the “carpetball group” – teenag-

ers from various Northwest Baptist churches 

who met five years ago at Centrifuge, the an-

nual five-day camp experience sponsored by the 

Northwest Baptist Convention, and count down 

the days until they can see each other again.

“We met playing carpetball and just clicked,” said 
17-year-old Isabell Nadler, who attended Centrifuge 
with her youth group from Columbus 
Avenue Baptist Church in Golden-
dale, WA. The game is a longstanding 
feature of Aldersgate Camp in Turner, 
OR, where Centrifuge has been held 
for several years. “We keep in touch 
through social media during the year, 
but talk a lot more as ‘Fuge gets 
closer. It is so exciting that we count down the days 
until we see each other again.”

That kind of excitement is contagious for the 380 
people who attended Centrifuge in July. But a lot of 
personal work is done each year, according to Nadler.

“I can’t wait to see what happens in my life each year 
during camp,” Nadler said. “Last night we had beauti-
ful worship and focused on how to know our mission 
in life and learn to walk in it. It really spoke to me. By 
my third year here it really clicked how much God 
loves me even when I sin.”

Nadler joined teenagers, adult leaders and Reso-
nate Church college students, who partner with the 
NWBC each year to provide staffing for camp pastor, 
small group leaders for Bible study, team building and 
game time.

Lance Logue, NWBC student ministry specialist, 
oversaw this year’s Centrifuge.

“We are a convention of fairly small churches and 
Centrifuge provides students an opportunity to partic-
ipate in a quality experience,” said Logue. “Some have 
said that teenagers are our future, but I believe stu-
dents are our ‘now’ and can make a difference now. 
Kids come to know Jesus here and that’s ‘start of life’ 
change. Camps historically turn kids around through 
time away focused on spiritual matters. Camp is just 
fun, but through relationships and water balloons we 
are able to reach kids that don’t know who Jesus is.”

Students are placed in small groups with others for 
activities and studies through the week, but re-con-
nect with their own church youth group and leaders 
each evening. 

Camp pastor Luis Cuevas preached insightful ser-
mons each evening, aided by talented Resonate band 
members leading students to worship. Cuevas has 
begun serving as Resonate Church site pastor at a 
new location in Boise, ID, set to launch this fall, the 
eighth campus site for the collegiate church.

Joining the staff as 
small group leader 
was Taylor Garnica, 
who decided to 
follow Jesus as a 
college student.

“I came from a family with abuse and alcoholism and 
started drinking myself at age 12,” said Garnica. “But 
some friends invited me to a spring break work camp 
when I was a freshman in college. For a year I hung 
out with Christian people but still went on to make 
some bad decisions and began wondering what was 
the point and felt hopeless. But in 2014 I gave my life 
to the Lord and have seen incredible change in my 
life.”

Garnica joined Resonate staff in 2015 and will be-
come the site pastor for Resonate at Eastern Wash-
ington University in Cheney, WA in coming days. He is 
“sold out” to impacting the next generation spiritually.

“There are kids here who have really broken back-
grounds, so I can relate well,” Garnica stated. “If we 
capture their hearts now, we can change the world.  I 
am unique in that I never had youth group growing 
up, so it is incredibly encouraging to learn how to be 
not fans but followers of Jesus. There is a demand 
to become disciples and students get that on a heart 
level here.”

A number of students began that spiritual journey 
during their week at Centrifuge, with several commit-
ting their lives to Jesus.

July 13-18, 2019 are the dates slated for Centrifuge 
2019.

Some have said that teenagers are our 
future, but I believe students are our 
‘now’ and can make a difference now. 
- Lance Logue, NWBC Student Ministry Specialist

By Sheila Allen
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At 50 years and counting at one church 
locale, Bill Wells stands as an example 

of steadfast leadership in ministry at First 
Baptist Church of Longview, WA. Through 
the decades, Wells has served alongside 
five senior pastors while serving in vari-
ous roles.

Born in Texas and raised on a farm near Abilene, 
Wells sensed a call for ministry as a teenager. After 
two years in the Marine Corps, he returned to San 
Angelo for junior college and 
began his first role as a vol-
unteer music director. After 
two more years of schooling 
at Hardin Simmons Univer-
sity, Wells earned a degree 
in religious education and 
Bible.

A strong association with 
Northwest Baptist icons Bill Crews and Ted Cotten 
was established during those years.

It was during his first Sunday in his next ministry 
assignment leading choir practice that Wells met his 
cherished wife, Cherrie, who’s stood by his side for 
over six decades.

“My first church, I was hired as a music and educa-
tion director in a small church where I also prepared 
the bulletins, recorded gifts and made pastoral visits,” 
said Wells. “I was then asked to come to a church in 
Mineral Wells, TX, which gave me the opportunity to 
pursue more education at Southwestern Seminary, 
where I received a master’s degree in religious edu-
cation in 1963.”

Wells was recruited by East Ridge Baptist Church in 
Chattanooga, TN, where he spent five years before 
heading to the Northwest.

“I led choir, taught, planned Wednesday evening 
meals and really got roots there,” Wells stated. “I 
thought I would be there forever, but got a call from 
Ted Cotten in 1967 wanting me to consider com-
ing out here. I rebelled for a while, but Cherrie and I 

began to ask God if this was what we were to do.”

In a partnership Cotten established with the Home 
Mission Board (now North American Mission Board), 
Wells moved his growing family of five to Longview, 
WA, where he remains to this day.

“I established a bank account upon arrival and asked 
God to not move me for a while,” Wells reminisced. 
“I never felt called to be a lead pastor, but whatever 
the pastor wanted, I would do. I have been educa-
tion minister, led choirs and evangelistic trainings. A 
significant ministry occurred when we started a pre-

school ministry and had 140 
families and 22 employees to 
oversee.”

Wells also developed a week-
day ministry that grew into 
three housing developments, 
which provided housing for 
the elderly, handicapped and 

those with mental illness. 

“This happened when the government was seeking 
churches to assist with low-income housing,” Wells 
said. “The government gave the funds and land and 
we were paid for managing them, which Cherrie and 
I did for 23 years. Because of the ministry First Bap-
tist had, we eventually were given ownership of two 
of the complexes and we sold units in the other.” 

Even though he elected to discontinue receiving a 
First Baptist salary at age 65, Wells has continued to 
minister as he passes the 90 year mark. Now serving 
as senior adult pastor, Wells also meets the needs 
of his wife who has dealt with significant physical 
ailments. He promised Cherrie he would slow down 
a bit in the coming year by turning over to others a 
ministry to assisted living facilities in Longview.

“Bill Wells has always been such a huge encourager 
and prayer warrior for so many people, but also for 
me in particular,” said First Baptist youth pastor Aar-
onn Nelson. “Bill poured extra time and efforts into 
me as I took my first steps into ministry almost seven 
years ago. I remember him telling me his amazing life 

Bill has and continues to make a 
Christ-like impact for the Kingdom and is 
an inspiration to all those who know him, 
young and old.   -Aaron Nelson

Continued on page 23
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servant leadership hallmark 
of enduring ministry
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northwest hearts beat 
for east asia

Northwest Baptists once again showed commitment to international missions 
as a crew of 48 people traveled to support International Mission Board personnel 

in East Asia. The team comprised volunteers from 10 churches and included 
those from young teenagers to senior adults.

Volunteers from 10 Northwest churches traveled to East Asia to support those who seek to spread the gospel.
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With a strong formal partnership formed in 2014 
between the IMB’s East Asia affinity group and 

the Northwest Baptist Convention, volunteers remain 
committed to making a difference for the sake of the 
gospel in that region of the world.

Northwest volunteers provided programming for 200 
children from birth to 18 years old for a six-day con-
ference that allowed leaders from the East Asia af-
finity to meet, plan, pray and be encouraged in their 
enormous task to spread the name of Jesus among 
multiple people groups in various nations.

Continued on page 18

Classroom teachers worked alongside fellow church 
members and those they hadn’t previously met for 
fun-filled days of Bible teaching, crafts and recre-
ation time.

Corina Morrissey traveled with her teammates 
Samantha Prewitt and Samuel Minten from Valley 
Baptist Church in McMinnville, OR, to teach a large 
group of third-graders for the week.

“At ages 21, 16 and 17, our team was definitely the 
youngest ones there,” said Morrissey. “Leading a 
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For centuries, laypeople were excluded from 
the international mission field. Not that 

they were unwelcome, but technology travel 
at the time made it difficult for all but profes-
sional missionaries to go abroad.

Today, this is far from the case and churches in all 
communities are able to send short-term mission 
teams overseas.

To help enable Northwest Baptist churches to train 
and send volunteers, D. Ray Davis, of the Interna-
tional Mission Board, met with local pastors Aug. 14 
at Pathway Church, in Gresham Ore., to discuss what 
he sees as a major shift in Baptist missions.

“Missions is not for professionals, only,” said Davis. 
“We do need professionals, let me underscore that 
... but if that’s all we ever send, then we’re missing a 
huge opportunity.”

Davis, part of IMB’s Partner Relations Team, said 
modern missions began more than 200 years ago 
when development of the mariner’s compass en-
abled Christians to travel throughout the world. As 
time passed, the support structure for international 
missions was built around long-term teams living 
abroad.

Davis said current conveniences such as Skype and 
air travel have been as impactful as the compass and 
enable today’s Christians to send short-term mis-
sionaries overseas. But he said support systems for 
international missions have yet to catch up with tech-
nology and IMB is in the process of shifting gears to 
better-help short-term teams.

“It is time for local churches and mission agencies to 
wake up and realize we are built to limit involvement 

and we’ve got to find ways to open up involvement,” 
said Davis.

He said there are six steps a church can take to 
prepare to send short-term teams: A pastor who 
inspires enthusiasm for missions, classes to equip 
volunteers to serve in specific regions or ministries, 
members who pray, give and go, and eventually the 
sending of long-term missionaries.

“I tell people, if you’re not inspiring your people, if 
you’re not equipping them, if you’re not praying about 
missions, if you’re not giving, if you’re not going, 
you’re not gonna send,” said Davis. “But if you do all 
of these things, I don’t think you could stop the send-
ing process.”

For churches who want to prepare a short-term team 
but may not know where to start, Davis said IMB has 
training videos available for exploring missions, train-
ing a team and deepening discipleship. These can be 
found at imb.com or imb.pathwright.com/library.

Davis said it is necessary for a short-term team to 
connect with long-term missionaries before going 
and he is able to help churches find missionaries that 
fit their specific capabilities. Davis can be reached 
at ddavis@msnpath.com. The Northwest Baptist 
Convention’s David Gass can similarly help connect 
churches to overseas teams and can be reached at 
dgass@nwbaptist.org.

Davis said NWBC is currently focusing on partner-
ships in East Asia, specifically China, Taiwan, Hong 
Kong, South Korea and Japan. While many local 
churches are already partnering with missionaries in 
these countries, he said churches are encouraged 
to partner with people groups for whom they have a 
heart to serve.

IMB encourages laity to participate

By Stephen Floyd
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A key emphasis for messengers attending 
the Northwest Baptist Convention annual 

meeting Nov. 13-14 will be celebrating what 
God has already done among the conven-
tion’s 480+ churches and the need for an 
even stronger sense of stewardship for 
God’s mission in the region.

This year’s meeting theme – “This is Our Day” – 
comes from Hebrews 11 and the first portions of 
Hebrews 12. The lengthy passage will be highlighted 
in various sermons, testimonies, readings and pre-
sentations throughout the gathering.

The two-day meeting, along 
with its auxiliary meetings on 
Monday, Nov. 12, will be at the 
Great Wolf Lodge in Centralia, 
WA. In a change from annual 
meetings in prior years, the 
event will conclude at noon on 
Wednesday. However, conven-
tion participants will have ac-
cess to the Lodge’s water park 
until 4 p.m. that last day.

Featured speakers for the 
annual meeting are Dallas 
Stringer, pastor of East-
mont Baptist Church in East 
Wenatchee, WA; Dustin Hall, 
pastor of Kennewick (WA) Baptist Church and 
NWBC president; Jeff Iorg, president of Gateway 
Seminary of the Southern Baptist Convention; and 
Randy Adams, NWBC executive director.

Representatives of various SBC entities will also be 
highlighted in a panel discussion during the con-
vention’s opening session. Presentations from the 
NWBC’s evangelism office and the church planting 
ministry, the Northwest Baptist Foundation and the 
Northwest Baptist Historical Society will also be 
included in the program.

During the Wednesday morning business ses-
sions, the NWBC’s executive board will recommend 
churches adopt a 2019 convention budget that al-

locates more Cooperative Program funds for North-
west missions, rather than forwarding as much to 
Southern Baptist Convention entities.

If approved, 20 percent of CP funds from churches 
will be forwarded to the SBC rather than the 27.25 
percent that’s been allocated in recent years. The re-
maining 80 percent of CP gifts will support increas-
ing needs in evangelism, church planting, leadership 
development and church growth among the 500 
NWBC churches spread across Oregon, Washington 
and north Idaho.

The recommended budget anticipates $2,880,000 
in Cooperative Program giving from the NWBC’s 
480-plus affiliated churches. Thus, $2,304,000 

would support mission work in the Northwest and 
$576,000 would be forwarded to the SBC Execu-
tive Committee for disbursement to entities such as 
the International Mission Board, the North American 
Mission Board, six SBC seminaries, the Ethics and 
Religious Liberty Commission and others.

The change, unanimously adopted by the executive 
board last June, offsets reductions in missionary 
personnel funding from the North American Mission 
Board, one of the NWBC’s key financial partners, 
and that agency’s lessened support of state conven-
tion ministries not directly related to evangelistic 
church planting.

NWBC  Celebrat ing  miss ion

Continued on page 22
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FOSTER KIDS TREATED 
ROYALLY AT CAMP

With a desire to confront abuse and change lives, Jess McCloud was a force to be reckoned 
with as she sought to start a Royal Family Kids Camp in her new hometown of 

Longview, WA.



13SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2018  Northwest Baptist Witness  

With no children of her own, a movie about the 
experiences of some in the international RFK 

organization prompted her to explore starting a 
camp for children in the foster system of Cowlitz 
County, WA.

“We moved here from Houston three years ago after 
Hurricane Ike devastated our home and we refur-
bished it while living in a FEMA trailer,” said McCloud. 
“We soon became involved at Valley Christian Fel-
lowship and I approached our former pastor, Lance 
Caddel, about the possibility of sponsoring a Royal 
Family Kids Camp and he encouraged me to go for 
it.”

Developed for foster children ages 7-11, RFK seeks 
to create life changing moments for children who 
come from difficult backgrounds. McCloud set about 
forming a leadership team and began connecting 
with the foster system and network of caregivers in 
Cowlitz County. She and other leaders then attended 
a week-long director camp in Nebraska, also the site 
of an RFK camp, which now ministers in over 40 
states and many countries.

“We want these children to know that regardless of 

their past, they have a hope and a future,” McCloud 
stated. “So we gathered names from the Department 
of Children, Youth and Families, which allowed us to 
provide a faith-based camp and began the task of 
fundraising, as there is no charge for the children or 
counselors who volunteer their time.”

McCloud learned so much through the process, 
including the difference between children being safe 
and feeling safe. For children who are abused, ne-
glected or mandated into the court system, volunteer 
camp counselors spent a minimum of 12 hours in 
training, learning how to walk alongside and comfort 
children when something triggers a traumatic re-
sponse or they act out, have bedwetting incidents or 
nightmares. 

“We drew other churches into the process, although 
75 percent of our volunteers were from Valley Chris-
tian Fellowship,” McCloud noted. “We were able to 
raise $30,000 through a royal family tea party and 
silent auction, donations from civic groups, individual 
gifts and a grant. This covered the entire cost for 22 
campers and 35 volunteers and provided countless 
special moments for all.

Continued on page 16
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Northwest Baptist Convention evangelism 
leaders hope over the next several months 

to help churches “activate God space” by 
training members to initiate spiritual conver-
sations more naturally with people.

Activating God Space is the title of training material 
the NWBC will provide to participating churches. 

“We will provide this resource at no cost to NWBC 
churches using it to train their people to share their 
faith,” said Joe Flegal, NWBC director of church 
health and evangelism.

The resource – the work of Doug Pollock, evange-
lism trainer for Athletes in Action – will be introduced 
at the convention’s annual meeting in November. 
Pollock will be a featured speaker the Northwest 
Baptists’ Pastor-Layman Conference November 

12. He will also go over the material 
during two breakout sessions at the 
NWBC annual meeting the next day.

Pollock uses the term “God space” for 
where spiritual conversations happen 
naturally.

The six-week course is designed to 
help participants improve the quantity 
and quality of spiritual conversation in 
their lives, according to Flegal. Specifi-
cally, he said, they will learn the five 
essential skills for carrying on spiritual 
conversations -- notice, serve, listen, 
wonder and tell God’s story.

“The six sessions provide vision, inspi-
ration, and practical coaching to help 
people get on an outward-focused, 
God-centered, actively engaged life-
style,” said Flegal.

The convention will provide participant 
books and leader kits at no charge 
for churches leading the study. This 
is provided through the generosity of 
churches supporting missions through 
Cooperative Program giving

The leader kit includes:
• a leader guide with easy-to-use 
scripts for the six sessions. 
• DVD including live-audience video 
segments with author Doug Pollock 
• Bonus DVD with video tips for spiri-

tual conversations
• CD including reproducible handouts
• 1 copy of God Space (the participant book every-
one will need)
• Assessments so participants and churches can de-
termine how well they’re doing in engaging “not-yet-
believers” in meaningful spiritual conversations

More information about God Space can be found at 
godspace.com

Contact Flegal by email at joef@nwbaptist.org  or 
call 360.882.2121 with questions or to order mate-
rials. Include the following when ordering:  Church 
name, mailing address, phone number, your name, 
email, number of books needed, and starting date of 
the study.

By Cameron Crabtree

initiating spiritual

conversat ions
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This year, we saw the Lord work in tremen-
dous ways,” said Shawn Snyder, pastor of the 

Northwest Baptist Convention church.  “We saw 
members of our church step up and the commu-
nity lean in to this specific event.”

The church teamed up with Cowboy Life Ministry 
and other local churches for the three-day event at 
the Jackson County Fairgrounds. The CLM staff of-
fers training experiences such as riding, roping and 
racing to draw people. 

As the church worked to spread the word about the 
three-day event through conversations, social media 
posts and distributing literature, the church also had 
an opportunity to speak about it on a local radio sta-
tion.

 “Through that alone, we were able to get the word 
out to hundreds of people within the valley,” Snyder 
said. Last year, a similar event attracted 40 children. 
At this year’s camp, about 140 children showed up 
for the June 27-29 camp.

As families walked into the fairground facilities to 
register their children, church members and CLM 
staff started the days with a brief devotional, then 
guided children to classes of their choice -- roping, 
barrel racing, horsemanship, goat tying and steer 
riding.

After the morning classes, the children had lunch 
together and then listened to another devotional 
message from one of the participating pastors. 
Parents picked up their children after another set of 
afternoon classes.

On the last day, the camp held a rodeo day, an op-
portunity for parents to witness what their kids had 
learned. 

To help conclude the event, the church baptized 
some participants.

“We look forward to so much more in the com-
ing future as we follow up with what the Lord has 
entrusted to us,” said Snyder. He asked Northwest 
Baptists to pray that God will “move in the hearts of 
the families we will be reaching out to” following the 
camp.

(Adapted for The Witness)

oregon church, 
cowboy ministry 

team up
During a Rodeo Bible Camp earlier this 

summer, Living Hope Church of Medford, OR, 
helped lead three people to faith in Christ 

and has continued to follow up on 
opportunities to share more about God’s 

love with about 100 families...
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“The Royal Family Kids organization uses trust-based 
relational intervention, which emphasizes mak-
ing connections and empowering the kids, thereby 
reducing the amount of correction by giving them 
some control. We don’t force anything and don’t pry, 
but speak into them as they ask questions. We were 
prepared for worst case scenarios and were pleas-
antly surprised. Counselors are warned they may be 
the only person to not give up and walk away from 
them. They are not their behavior and I know some 
kids left knowing they were loved. People that volun-
teer wanted to help kids know that.”

Normal camp activities occurred, with music, drama, 
puppet shows, object lessons, biking and games 
based around the theme Bible verse of Jeremiah 
29:11, which notes God’s plan for “a future and a 
hope.” Also included was a formal dinner/tea party, 
with clothes provided for each camper with another 
cadre of volunteers who arrived to style hair and 
make the night memorable. 

Royal Family Kids Camp allowed some biological sib-
lings the chance to be together for the week, since 
they are in separate foster homes. By the end of the 
week most children did not want to return home. 
“One child mentioned during camp that this was the 

best day of her life,” McCloud said. “We also had a 
birthday party with decorations and carnival with 
bounce houses, dunk tank, games and face paint-
ing during the week, which celebrated every camper, 
as some don’t receive as much as a card on their 
birthday.”

It is not only emotional for campers, but also for 
volunteers, according to McCloud. As the children 
return home, counselors stay behind for a “cry it out” 
session and appreciation dinner, allowing them to 
process what occurred during the week.

 “It is so powerful for the children to see Christian 
men,” McCloud added. “We already have more of a 
leadership team forming for next year and hope to 
add more children. Every volunteer felt more blessed 
than the kids and it confronting child abuse. It meant 
so much for me to see people serving who haven’t 
done it before and this brings together the body of 
Christ.”

Those seeking a RFK camp for foster children in 
other locations may find information at RFK.org. Oth-
ers pursuing counsel from Jess McCloud regarding 
sponsoring a RFK camp in new locations may email 
her at Cowlitz@royalfamilyKIDS.org.

Continued from page 13

By Sheila Allen

Creative expression was encouraged by Royal Family Kids Camp staffers.



17SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2018  Northwest Baptist Witness  

NORTHWEST BAPTIST CONVENTION  
ANNUAL MEETING

NOVEMBER 13-14  //  GREAT WOLF LODGE
20500 OLD HIGHWAY 99 SW, CENTRALIA, WA 98531

GUEST SPEAKERS:

Jeff Iorg 
Gateway 
Seminary

Randy Adams 
Northwest Baptist 

Convention

Dustin Hall
Kennewick 

Baptist Church

MONDAY, NOV. 12

PASTOR/LAYMAN 
CONFERENCE
1:30 & 6:30PM

NW WOMEN MISSIONS 
CELEBRATION  

1:30-3:15PM

TUESDAY, NOV. 13
MINISTRY WIVES 

LUNCHEON
Cost: $15. RSVP by Oct. 31

Send your non-refundable
reservation fee to:

NWBC, Ministry Wives Luncheon
3200 NE 109th Ave.

Vancouver, WA 98682

Dallas Stringer
Eastmont 

Baptist Church

HOTEL RESERVATIONS:
For reservations call 1.866.941.9653 and refer to 

booking code 1811NWBA. Identify yourself as being a 
member of the Northwest Baptist Convention to 
receive the special rates. The rates include free 

parking and resort fees. 
Reservations need to be made by Oct. 19, 2018 

Single Rate $120.00 per night  
Family Rate $120.00 per night
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Continued from page 9
team for the first time was scary and overwhelming 
for me, but I learned that anyone can do it. You just 
have to be willing to try. Other teams were quick to 
offer supplies and assistance and the hardest part 
for me was overcoming my own pride and accepting 
help.

“Being part of the larger team was an amazing ex-
perience of working with a group that was willing to 
step in to lend a hand and cover your gaps. It really 
brought home the concept of the different members 
of the body of Christ all working together to achieve 
a common goal, unified by the Spirit with Jesus as 
the head.”

“I had an amazing time,” 
said Minten. “This was a 
first for me out of coun-
try and even on a plane 
at all. I learned a lot and 
enjoyed every minute of 
it with the third graders, 
exploring and meeting 
new like-minded people.”

A group of 11 volunteers traveled to East Asia from 
Westwood Baptist Church in Olympia, WA, a larger 
congregation that has recently affiliated with the 
NWBC. Among them was recently retired school 
teacher Cheri Estep, who taught first graders while 
in East Asia, for which she was eminently prepared. 
But she was unprepared for the impact she would 
make on a local citizen who worked at the facility 
hosting the conference.

“Soysawan, a 16-year-old young lady was interning 
at the hotel and is keeping in touch with me through 
social media,” said Estep. “While in East Asia, I was 
able to develop a relationship with her and she 
asked questions about what I was teaching. I shared 
with her the material we were using, and she made 
the decision to follow Christ. My prayer is that she 
meets other believers and reads the Bible, book and 
pamphlet of God’s Plan for Me that I left with her.”

That significant encounter is representative of the 
willingness of Northwest volunteers to be flexible 
and adjust to the needs presented, even if it deviates 
from the plan in place.

“On more than one occasion, I was overcome with 
emotion seeing my China-born daughter caring for 
the kids whose parents are sharing the gospel with 
people in Asia,” stated Melanie Annes, who traveled 
from Beaverton, OR, with her two children, Lydia 
and Samuel. “This is a great example of redemp-
tion and God’s sovereignty. One parent brought his 
three-year-old the first day saying, ‘He has never 
been apart from us,’ and then the father said a quick 

Being part of the larger team was an amazing experience of working with 

a group that was willing to step in to lend a hand and cover your gaps. It 

really brought home the concept of the different members of the body of 

Christ all working together to achieve a common goal, unified by the Spirit 

with Jesus as the head. -corina morrissey

Northwest volunteers provided full-day programming for children of East Asia partners to enhance opportunities to further the 
gospel in that region.
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prayer. I will always remember the dad handing over 
the child every day saying, ‘I am praying for you right 
now.’ I loved the feeling of partnership that went both 
ways.”

Bonds continue to form among people from church-
es who would never know each other unless they 
stepped out of their comfort zone to make a differ-
ence.

“It was a joy to serve alongside and to create last-
ing relationships with so many amazing people from 
around the Northwest,” added Jerod Foss, from Ken-
newick (WA) Baptist Church.

Another way Northwest churches blessed the efforts 
of East Asia personnel was the decision to donate all 
Vacation Bible School teaching materials and other 
items used during the conference. Several took the 
useable products and will quickly turn them around 
for teaching opportunities in the countries they serve 
in.

“We are using many craft items, teaching materi-

als, and decorations from the NWBC for our Game 
On VBS in Taipei this week,” said Melva C.* “These 
materials will travel to other parts of Taiwan and then 
on to several other countries too. Together, with Him 
and all of you, we’re best. Thanks again for sharing.”

Another opportunity for Northwest Baptists is com-
ing in July 2019, with an expected need of 130 
Northwest volunteers to serve on a two-week mis-
sion adventure in East Asia. The bulk of the assign-
ments will include age-graded teachers of preschool 
and elementary age students, but other volunteer 
options are plentiful and include medical personnel, 
computer technicians and hospitality providers, such 
as hair stylists, massage therapists and more.

Detailed information regarding locale and cost for 
the 2019 East Asia-Northwest Baptist Convention 
mission trip is pending. Those interested may email 
eamissionteam@nwbaptist.org to express interest 
and receive updates.

*Name protected for security purposes. 

By Sheila Allen

UNSHAKABLE PURSUIT
NW WOMEN MISSIONS CELEBRATION & DESSERT
Monday, Nov. 12   //   1:30-3:15 PM
Great Wolf Lodge, Grand Mound, WA
Featuring:  Sandy Wisdom-Martin, National WMU Executive Director 
& IMB Missionaries
Celebrate what God is doing around the world through missions!
RSVP www.nwbaptist.org or 360.882.2100
There is no charge for this event.
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January through August Budget vs Actual Comparison
   Budget               Actual           Variance

                        1,909,228              1,895,216        -14,012 

Cooperative Program Giving ...

 J-A 18
Auburn-Igl Hispana LifeWay 321 
Auburn-Lifeway Ch Auburn 710 
Bellevue-Essential  3,288  
Bellevue-Lake Hills  3,807  
Bellevue-Leaven Church  2,640  
Bellevue-The Well 542 
Bellevue-Well Commun  4,538  
Bellingham-Living Word 800 
Bellingham-Community 102 
Bellingham-Crossroads 720 
Bellingham-Immanuel 315 
Blk Diamond-Chap Wood  5,122  
Bonney Lake-Elhi Hill  5,000  
Bothell-Living Spring 485 
Bothell-Hallows W Seattle  4,000  
Bothell-CrossPointe  9,300  
Bothell-Dwelling Place  2,699  
Bothell-Queensgate 900 
Bothell-Tabern de Dios 331 
Burlington-Calvary  3,280  
Camano Island-Restoration  2,926  
Clear Lake-FBC  1,200  
Darrington-Mt View  1,847  
Des Moines-The Mountain  3,847  
Edmonds-North Seattle 100 
Edmonds-One In Christ 450 
Edmonds-Rock of Hope  5,743  
Enumclaw-FBC  1,575  
Everett-Journey  11,260  
Everett-Redemption Ch  8,934  
Everett-Bethlehem Korean 50 
Everett-Faith Internatl 300 
Everett-Good News Rom  1,000  
Everett-Pinehurst  6,588  
Everett-S Everett Comm  3,700  
Everett-Silver Lake  1,564  
Fed Way-First Ukranian 800 
Fed Way-Bethel 800 
Fed Way-Christ Church 450 
Fed Way-FBC 300 

Fed Way-Good Neighbor 700 
Fed Way-Korean-Amer  3,465  
Fed Way-Lifeway  2,500  
Fed Way-Nine Lakes  1,266  
Fed Way-SoundSide  3,347  
Federal Way-Pike Place  1,210  
Hamilton-FBC  9,196  
Issaquah-Foothills  13,288  
Issaquah-Summit  5,391  
Kenmore-Landing Church  2,445  
Kenmore-Disciple Making 100 
Kent-Bread of Life 348 
Kent-International Christian 350 
Kent-Sequoia  10,500  
Kent-Turningpoint  4,959  
Lake Stevens-Lake Country  6,000  
Lakewood-Emmaus 350 
Lakewood-FBC  48,189  
Lakewood-Kaleo Community  2,250  
Lakewood-Trinity 400 
Lakewood-Vietnam Lifeway 120 
Lynden-La Vid Verdadera  1,974  
Lynnwood-Healing 120 
Lynnwood-EagleWing 568 
Lynnwood-Global Mission 400 
Lynnwood-Japanese 996 
Lynnwood-Martha Lk  9,367  
Lynnwood-ONE Church 733 
Lynnwood-Seattle Bridge  4,770  
Lynnwood-Slavic of Seattle 400 
Maple Falls-Mt. Baker 603 
Maple Valley-Hope  31,581  
Marysville-Emmanuel  3,345  
Mill Creek-Adullam  1,680  
Monroe-FBC  20,718  
Mount Vernon-Christian  2,069  
Mount Vernon-Trinity  5,447  
Oak Harbor-Christian Fellow 400 
Oak Harbor-Southern  4,818 
Puyallup-High Pointe  20,972  
Puyallup-South Hill  1,674  
Puyallup-Sunrise  21,087  
Puyallup-Washington Mission 74

Redmond-FBC Rose Hill  1,125  
Redmond-Korean Hope 800 
Redmond-Meadowbrook  38,502  
Renton-Agape Vietnamese  3,496  
Renton-Church of Beloved  5,000  
Renton-Iglesia Vida  2,400  
Renton-NewStory  2,232  
Renton-Sunset  6,163  
Renton-Trinity  3,200  
Saesoon Baptist Church 100 
Sammamish-21st Century  1,072  
SeaTac-Riverton Heights 650 
Seattle-The Hallows  4,000  
Seattle-Chinese Southern  16,658  
Seattle-Epic Life  2,120  
Seattle-FBC Beverly Pk  2,500  
Seattle-Gracepoint 400 
Seattle-Living Water Chinese  1,112  
Seattle-Roots Community  3,518  
Seattle-Thien An  2,700  
Sedro Woolley-Cross Cntry  1,682  
Sedro Woolley-Skagit 800 
Sedro Woolley-Valley  3,738  
Snohomish-Bridge  2,894  
Snohomish-BridgeCity  4,528  
Spanaway-God’s Grace 60 
Spanaway-SE Asian 10 
Sultan-Lighthouse  2,310  
Tacoma-The Pathway 992 
Tacoma-E.Tacoma Christian 175 
Tacoma-Filipino Inter 750 
Tacoma-Highland Hill  3,318  
Tacoma-Japanese Intl  4,242  
Tacoma-New Beginnings 79 
Tacoma-New Hope 161 
Tacoma-Parkland  2,000  
Tacoma-Tacoma FBC  45,000  
Tacoma-VMCM 270 
Yelm-First  3,309  
Yelm-Ignite Church  2,616  
Zomi-Seattle 62 
Total:  529,249  
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Bremerton-Sonshine  2,683  
Castle Rock-FBC  5,187  
Centralia-Alder Street 693 
Chehalis-Dayspring  12,093  
Dryad-Community  2,692  
Elma-Bethany  1,797  
Forks-FBC  9,481  
Kalama-Kalama  6,407  
Lacey-FBC  10,405  
Lacey-New Zion 750 
Long Beach-Anchor 100 
Longview-Beacon Hill  2,318  

Region 1

Region 2
Longview-FBC  51,649  
Longview-Highlands 619 
Longview-La Iglesia 482 
Longview-Robert Gray  5,882  
Longview-Valley  14,469  
Ocean Shores-Faith Com  4,018  
Olympia, Westwood  875 
Olympia-Illuminate 163 
Olympia-Vietnamese 200 
Olympia-McKenzie Road  23,904  
Port Angeles-Hillcrest  5,200  
Port Hadlock-Oak Bay 621
Port Orchard-Evergreen 502 

Region 3

Port Orchard-FBC  7,858  
Port Townsend-San Juan  9,814  
Rainier-Delena 511 
Randle-Reconciled  1,153  
Scappoose-Creekside  1,708  
Sequim-FBC  12,957  
Silverdale-Clear Creek  1,570  
Silverdale-Connections 285 
Silverdale-Kitsap Christian 300 
Toledo-FBC  17,920  
Vaughn-Key Peninsula 477 
Total:  217,742  
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Battle Ground-Parkway 535 
Beavercrk-NW Contexture  3,932  
Beaverton-FBC  9,621  
Beaverton-Global 300 
Beaverton-Iglesia Bautista  4,144  
Beaverton-New Creation 911 
Beaverton-Trinity Ch & Ministry 180 
Bingen-FBC  1,067  
Boring-Iglesia Vida Nueva  2,274  
Camas-Lacamas Heights  1,678  
Clackamas-Trinity  10,155  
Estacada-Clackamas Vly  2,022  
Forest Grove-Fellowship  1,509  
Forest Grove-The Crossing 958 
Goldendale-Columbus Ave  9,468  
Gresham-Pathway  72,580  
Gresham-Punto de Gracia 240 
Hillsboro-New Life  9,721  
Hillsboro-Oregon 100 
Hood River-Tucker Road  3,985  
Iglesia Vida Nueva 354 
Klickitat-Klickitat Valley  1,059  
Lake Oswego-Lake Bible 600 
McMinnville-Grace  1,837  

McMinnville-Valley  18,533  
Mt Hood Parkdale-Parkdale 200 
Newberg-Chehalem Valley  17,783  
Odell-FBC 806 
Prtld-Flavel Street 400 
Prtld-Mien Fellowship 900 
Prtld-Antioch Christian  1,200  
Prtld-East Bridge 905 
Prtld-Evergreen 100 
Prtld-Hope International  8,052  
Prtld-Kaleo Communities  1,297  
Prtld-Korean Logos  1,600  
Prtld-Mill Park  5,489  
Prtld-New Life Intnl 257 
Prtld-Peninsula 300 
Prtld-Rejoice  1,309  
Prtld-Remedy City  3,324  
Prtld-Renaissance 215 
Prtld-Romanian 600 
Prtld-Sojourn Community 321 
Prtld-Solid Rock  7,609
Prtld-Spring of Life  3,698 
Prtld-The Common 345 
Prtld-Vietnamese  1,172  
Prtld-Word of Life Romanian 

387 Prtld-Zomi Bethel 
 1,545  Ridgefield-Discovery Pt 
 2,703  Ridgefield-GO 
 2,834  Rufus-Bapt Ch at Rufus 
 1,089  The Dalles-Emmanuel 
 2,678  Tigard-Hall Blvd 
 8,581  Tigard-Japanese Intnl 
 1,200  Tillamook-Life Change 
 2,874  Vancouver-Ukrainian 
400 Vancouver-Arabic 
365 Vancouver-CrossPointe 
 21,280  Vancouver-Evergreen 
 2,580  Vancouver-Fourth Plain 
628 Vancouver-Grace 
378 Vancouver-Gtr Faith MBC 
400 Vancouver-Korean 
200 Vancouver-Project Truth 
916 Vancouver-Revival 
 1,200  Vancouver-River City 
105 Vancouver-Song of Hope 
700 Vancouver-Trinity 
 1,759 Vancouver-Vietnamese 320 
Vancouver-Vietnamese Heart 658 
Wilsonville-Creekside  7,485
Total:  278,910

Region 5
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Albany-Calvary 20 
Albany-Knox Butte 80 
Albany-Nueva Esperanza 680 
Bend-River Woods 140 
Bend-Summit Community  1,092  
Canyonville-Canyon Creek 390 
Corvallis-Branch  6,801  
Corvallis-Grant Avenue  30,012  
Cottage Grove-Calvary  1,713  
Cottage Grove-Hope  3,713  
Creswell-New Hope  14,959  
Dallas-FBC 200 
Dexter-Dexter Baptist 328 
Eugene-Fairfield  18,886  
Eugene-Harvest Comm  3,238  
Eugene-Japanese 165 
Eugene-Riviera  6,651  
Florence-FBC  10,576  
Glendale-Glendale  3,346  
Gold Beach-Riley Creek 140 
Grants Pass-Solid Rock  3,586  
K Falls-Ch on Homedale  12,952  
Keizer-Cristiana Renuevo  2,045
La Pine-Whispering Pines  1,179  
Lakeview-Trinity  2,050  
Lebanon-Trinity  4,772  
Lincoln City-Pacific 81 
Madras-FBC  3,275  

Medford-Living Hope  2,649  
Medford-Lozier Lane  5,199  
Medford-New Horizon  1,254  
Monmouth-Central  1,527  
Newport-Calvary  1,868  
North Bend-FBC  5,080  
Phoenix-FBC  3,012  
Prineville-Calvary  4,275  
Prospect-Prospect 409 
Redmond-Highland  106,997  
Reedsport-Highlands  1,762  
Rogue River-Grace  7,231  
Roseburg-Faith & Reason  3,668  
Roseburg-Vine Street  11,047  
Salem-Capital  15,256  
Salem-Living Water  1,128  
Salem-Skyline 914 
Siletz-Sacred Ground 67 
Springfield-East Side  5,833  
Springfield-Grace Korean  1,740  
Springfield-Trinity  5,662  
Sweet Home-Freedom  1,191  
Terrebonne-Smith Rock  2,800  
Toledo-FBC 300 
Waldport-FBC  1,050  
Warm Springs-Warm Sprgs  2,085  
White City-Trinity 500 
Winston-Community  4,227  
Total:  331,799  
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Airway Hts-Airway Hts  14,177 
Airway Hts-Spokane Rock  1,750  
Athol-Athol  11,659  
Benton City-FBC  2,063  
Bonners Ferry-Boundary 513 
Brewster-Calvary  1,500  
Burbank-Trinity  4,224  
Cheney-Fellowship  3,795  
Clarkston-Sonrise  3,979  
Clarkston-Trinity 250 
Coeur d’Alene-Emmanuel 600 
Dayton-Faith Chapel 435 
Deer Park-FBC 240 
E Wenatchee-Eastmont  35,894  
Ellensburg-Chestnut St  11,515  
Grandview-Valley Life  1,141  
Greenacres-Greenacres 800 
Harrison-Community  3,600  
Heppner-Willow Creek  3,773  
Hermiston-Grace  2,420  
Hermiston-New Beginnings  1,079  
Ione-Ione  1,726  
Kellogg-FBC 105 
Kennewick-Crossview  1,600  
Kennewick-Finley First  1,600  
Kennewick-Hillview  5,160  
Kennewick-Kennewick  66,332  
Kennewick-Quinault  2,916  
La Grande-The Way 916 
La Grande-Trinity  1,267  
Leavenworth-FBC  8,286  
Lewiston-Orchards  8,226  
Lewiston-Tammany  23,401  
Moscow-Trinity  1,200  
Moses Lake-Emmanuel  1,964  
Newport-Newport So  6,549  
Northport-FBC 787 
Oakesdale-FBC 943 
Orofino-FBC 260 
Otis Orchards-Starr Rd 750
Pasco-Redeemer Tri-Cities 710

Pasco-Emmanuel  3,430  
Pasco-International 182 
Paterson-Community  1,169  
Pendleton-Pendleton  5,251  
Pilot Rock-Pilot Rock  4,413  
Prosser-Calvary  1,815  
Pullman-Emmanuel  19,917  
Pullman-Grace and Glory  2,548  
Pullman-Resonate  11,713  
Quincy-Iglesia Nueva Vida 210 
Rathdrum-New Beg  2,448  
Rice-Victory  1,313  
Richland-Reata Sprgs  11,661  
Richland-Richland  128,534  
Richland-Richland Hghts  2,261  
Spirit Lake-Spirit Lake  3,024  
Spokane Valley-Dishman  6,820  
Spokane Valley-East Valley  4,057  
Spokane Valley-Valleypoint  3,607  
Spokane-Crestline  1,619  
Spokane-Driscoll Blvd  8,767  
Spokane-North Addison  6,768  
Spokane-Pinnacle  5,921  
Spokane-River City 352 
Spokane-Springhill Bible  1,600  
Spokane-Windsor  4,084  
St Maries-College Ave  1,232  
Sunnyside-Trinity 209 
Union Gap-FBC  1,744  
W Richland-Grace&Truth  6,520  
W Richland-Reliance Fellow  4,550  
Walla Walla-Blue Mt  3,519  
Walla Walla-Kairos 150 
Wapato-FBC  2,293  
Wenatchee-Valley  3,600  
Yakima-Terrace Hghts  9,924  
Yakima-The Cross  11,936  
Yakima-The River  3,525  
Zillah-Mtn View  1,749  
Total:  534,540  
  
 

Region 4

Report only includes churches that have contributed through the 
Northwest Baptist Convention January - August 2018. A full report of 

all NWBC churches is available at www.gonbw.org/cp/

... partnering with more than 46,000 churches to make Christ known at home, across the nation, and around the world.
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BE THE 
DIFFERENCE 
IN YOUR 
MINISTRY.

DOCTOR OF MINISTRY
Healthy Church Track

The Healthy Church Track is a specialized study 
centered on the theology and practice of leading 
a church to reach the lost and disciple them to 
be faithful and fruitful in their commitment to 
Christ.

Applications are due December 30, 2018.  
Classes will begin in May of 2019. 

Email DMin@gs.edu for more information.

Pacific Northwest Campus
3200 NE 109TH AVE. • VANCOUVER, WA 98682
PNWC-INFO@GS.EDU • 360.882.2200

• Come by our display table to talk with PNWC 
Director Mark Bradley and our Doctor of Ministry 
Director Jim Wilson.

• Hear President Jeff Iorg on November 14 during 
the morning session.

• Join us on November 14 at noon for our annual 
Alumni & Friends Luncheon featuring President 
Iorg located at the Great Wolf Lodge (Centralia).

• Pre-register for the luncheon ($15) at                
pnwc-info@gs.edu or call (360)-882-2200.
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By Cameron Crabtree

Thus far, the convention has responded to fewer 
personnel-related funds coming through the NAMB 
partnership by reducing missionary personnel and 
streamlining ministries where possible.

NWBC personnel in 2009 – which included direc-
tors of missions for local Baptist association and 
directors of collegiate ministries on multiple universi-
ties and colleges – totaled 43. This year began with 
20 full-time employees serving the convention’s 
churches. A handful of part-time employees, contract 
workers and volunteers serve Northwest churches in 
various ministry areas.

Cutting back further, however, could erode efforts to 
“equip and extend the Great Commission reach of 
churches” in the Northwest, Adams asserted.
“We need to be in a position where we can help all 
of our churches, regardless of their size, location or 
scope of ministry,” said Adams. “That’s been the ge-
nius of our cooperative system as Southern Baptists 
in the Northwest.”

Adams plans to share more details about the budget 
proposal and its rationale in a breakout session dur-
ing the annual meeting.

In other business, NWBC messengers will consider 
a $120,000 goal for the 2019 Northwest Impact of-
fering with the following allocations: church planting, 
$60,000; collegiate ministry, $16,000; Oasis leader-
ship development retreat, $16,000; ethnic/language 
church development, $8,000; disaster relief, $5,000; 
Vacation Bible School, $5,000; promotional expens-
es, $10,000.

Nominees for various NWBC committees, the con-
vention’s executive board and the Northwest Baptist 
Foundation will also be considered.

A Pastor-Layman Conference takes place on Mon-
day, Nov. 12, the day before the NWBC annual meet-
ing begins. With a focus on “Glory to God Alone,” the 
program features three messages, three testimonies 
and music led by worship leaders from Resonate 
Church.

The emphasis of the Monday event is helping lead-
ers maintain passion for ministering through its 
exhilarations and its disappointments, according to 
Chad Harms, pastor of Creekside Bible Church in 

Wilsonville, OR, and president of this year’s PLC.

“The ups and downs of ministry call for us to answer 
an important questions – how do we keep passion-
ately and joyfully doing this?” said Harms. “This year’s 
Pastor-Layman Conference seeks to answer this 
question by calling our into focus our most funda-
mental purpose, the purpose of glorifying God.

“Through moments of celebration and moments of 
struggle we keep going because we understand 
how glorious, and deserving of glory, God is,” Harms 
added. “No matter the results, our lives and our min-
istry are ‘soli Deo gloria’.”

Two Northwest Baptist ministry leaders will speak 
during the afternoon session which begins at 1:30. 
Matt Conniry, Creekside’s teaching ministry leader, 
will speak on “God’s glory.” Bryan Bernard, associate 
pastor of Grant Avenue Baptist Church in Corvallis, 
OR, will speak on “Glory to God in Ministry.” Other 
Northwest pastors ministry leaders will share their 
testimonies during that session.

The evening session, beginning at 6:30, will feature 
Doug Pollock, evangelism trainer with Athletes in 
Actions, speaking on “Glory to God in Evangelism.” 
In addition to the Monday evening message, Pol-
lock will teach about an evangelism resource called 
“Activating God Space” during the breakout sessions 
of the NWBC annual meeting (see related story on 
Page 14).

Another highlighted event the day before the con-
vention meeting begins is the Mission Celebration 
and Dessert sponsored by Northwest Women.

Beginning at 1:30, the event hosts Sandy Wisdom-
Martin, the national Woman’s Missionary Union 
executive director, as the featured speaker and 
testimonies from various International Mission Board 
workers. “Unshakable Pursuit” is the theme for that 
afternoon gathering, which expects to conclude at 
3:15. There is no charge for the mission celebration, 
but participants are asked to make an online RSVP 
on the convention’s website at nwbaptist.org

A Ministers’ Wives Luncheon will begin after the 
Tuesday morning session of the annual meeting con-
cludes. Participants must make reservations online at 
the convention website by Oct. 31. The cost is $15.

Continued from page 11
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story and sharing how he has been able to continu-
ally serve the Lord faithfully all of his years. 

“The greatest thing that I have drawn from Bill’s 
experience and teaching is that, ‘it’s all about Jesus.’” 
Rogers added. “Bill’s humility to accept change and 
move with the times all the while keeping his focus 
on Jesus has kept Bill teaching and disciplining new 
Christians and those new to the ministry for the past 
50 years. I feel amazingly blessed and honored to 
call him a ministry partner and friend. Bill has and 
continues to make a Christ-like impact for the King-
dom and is an inspiration to all those who know him, 
young and old.”

Devotion to God has been Wells goal throughout his 

NORTHWEST BAPTIST EAST ASIA 2019 MISSION TRIP
Approximate Dates: July 10-23, 2019

125 volunteers needed from Northwest Baptist churches serving our East Asia partners. 
Preschool, children, computer technicians, medical volunteers and more needed.

Interested parties email: eamissionteam@nwbaptist.org
More information to follow.

life. Another avenue for ministry Wells assist with 
is the weekday “keenager” gathering sponsored by 
nearby Valley Christian Fellowship, a dynamic group 
of senior adults who enjoy a weekday meal and ser-
vice with traditional hymns for all to enjoy.

“I will continue here as senior adult pastor,” Wells 
noted. “I have felt like I was following His leader-
ship and plan to keep on keeping on, even though 
we don’t know what tomorrow brings. I’ve had great 
relations with every pastor I’ve ever had and worked 
under their authority. My personal feelings are never 
worth breaking up a church.”

Wells was honored by First Baptist members for 50 
years of ministry and steadfast commitment during 
weekend service in recent weeks.

Continued from page 7

By Sheila Allen
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     “Bridging the gap between churches and their future” 

3200 N.E. 109th Avenue · Vancouver, WA  98682 · 360.882.2250  

Kurt Lenhoff - 
Stewardship Catalyst/ 
Church Loan Specialist 

Call Kurt today @ 
503.819.3825 for information 

on financing your church 
building/remodeling project 

through the NWBF.  Our     
desire is to assist churches in 
accomplishing their vision for 

ministry to the world. 

w w w. n w b a p t i s t fd n . o r g  

Estate Planning · Church Services · Charitable Giving Options 


