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VIEWPOINT

Randy Adams
Executive Director

Ready in season and out of season
Each day brings new opportunities 
for God’s people in the Northwest to 
bless God and serve Him.  Hurricanes 
raged in Texas and Florida, and NWBC 
Disaster Relief volunteers are respond-
ing to the tremendous need of our 
neighbors there.  We have had multiple 
teams in Texas.  We will probably have 
NWBC disaster teams in Florida. We 
are awaiting the call to send chaplains, 
ash-out teams and others into the fire-
ravaged areas of the Northwest.  No 
ministry of Northwest Baptists reveals 
the power of our cooperative work 
quite like Disaster Relief.  And wher-
ever our DR volunteers go, they share 
Jesus.

Thankfully September has involved 
more than ministry in the aftermath 
of natural disasters.  Five new NWBC 
churches began meeting in September. 
These new churches are in rural, urban, 
suburban and college communities.  
Praise God!

One of the stories you will read in this 
publication is that of Grace Baptist 
Church in McMinnville, OR.  This small 
church with big hearts meets in a re-
tirement facility.  At one time they had 
the dream of owning their own build-
ing, but God redirected their dream 
to that of encouraging people in our 
churches to become foster parents.  
Their dream is that foster children in 
the Northwest will have Christian fos-
ter parents from our NWBC churches, 
and that these children will come to 
know Jesus.  The dear saints at Grace 
Baptist have given $50,000 through 
the NWBC to help make this happen.

Additionally, Grace Baptist has given 
$110,000 from their building fund to 
help start new churches in the North-

west.  Led by Pastor Richard Bryson, 
they came to see that new, young 
churches reach young families.  The 
senior saints at Grace Baptist, with 
the humility and grace their name 
implies, have shifted their vision of 
owning a building to that of building 
churches that will prayerfully fulfill 
the original dream of the church to 
reach young families for Jesus Christ.  
An amazing group of people at Grace 
Baptist!

In a few weeks we will gather in 
Eugene, OR for the annual meeting 
of the NWBC.  Blessing is the theme 
of our meeting and I hope you plan 
to attend. Additional information is 
included in this publication, but I want 
to express my personal desire that 
your church be represented.  We will 
conduct the necessary business, but 
perhaps the most important thing we 
will do is encourage each other in 
the Lord’s work.  I’ve been blessed 
in years past by the large number of 
young leaders and language church 
pastors and leaders that attend.

Without question the divisions in 
our nation have deepened.  In the 
Northwest we are experiencing open 
hostility toward Christian values.  
Our state governments, and many 
of our city governments, are openly 
hostile to those who hold to biblical 
teaching on the most fundamental 
institution in the world, the fam-
ily.  In times like these God’s people 
need to pray, worship, witness and 
stand together.  Isolated believers, 
and isolated churches, will lack the 
necessary strength to stand when 
the storm comes.  It is always a good 
day to serve the Lord together in the 
Northwest.                



3SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2017  Northwest Baptist Witness  

NORTHWEST BAPTIST 
WITNESS
3200 NE 109th Avenue
Vancouver, WA 98682
360.882.2100

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2017
Official news magazine of the 
Northwest Baptist Convention

Editor 
Cameron Crabtree

Managing Editor
Sheila Allen

Graphic Designer
Jennifer Logue

Circulation Services
Denise Harvey

Executive Director-Treasurer
Randy Adams

Periodicals’ postage is paid at 
Vancouver, Wash., and additional 
mailing offices.

Postmaster: Please send address 
changes to:
Northwest Baptist Witness
3200 NE 109th Ave.
Vancouver, WA 98682-7749

Subscriptions/Address Changes
denise@nwbaptist.org

Article ideas
witness@nwbaptist.org

Published bi-monthly
Northwest Baptist Convention
Phone: 360.882.2100  
Fax: 360.882.2295
Email: witness@nwbaptist.org   
Web: www.gonbw.org

TABLE OF CONTENTS

FEATURES

VIEWPOINT

 2 Ready in season and out of season

 4 Students Target Gospel  
 Message

 6 Children “Starstruck”   
 Through VBS

 8 Teens Serve, Learn, Grow

10 2017 NWBC Annual  
 Meeting

11 Sacrificial Church 
 Blesses Others

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

12 NW Teens Minister in  
 Cuba

14 Trained to Shepherd   
 Change

16 Ministry Opportunity   
 Shines 

22 Disaster Relief 
 

 October 2017
 5-6 New Challenge Seminar
 7 Leadership Summit, 
  Region 5 (Tri-Cities)
 11-13 Church Planting 
  Assessment Center
 23-25 Senior Adult Retreat, 
  Cannon Beach
 24-27 Church Planting Basic   
  Training

November 2017
 6 Missions Celebration
 6 Pastor/Layman 
  Conference

 6 NWBC Executive Board
 7 Resolutions Committee
 7-8 Northwest Baptist 
  Convention (Eugene Hilton,  
  Eugene, OR)

December 2017
 3-10 Week of Prayer for Int’l 
  Missions/Lottie Moon   
  Christmas Offering
 18 Last day of classes, PNW  
  campus

ON THE COVER

Cover Photo - NWBC Youth Ministry Strategist Danny Kuykendall 
led a student mission team to serve in Bayamo, Cuba.



4 Northwest Baptist Witness SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2017Northwest Baptist Witness JULY/AUGUST 20174

STUDENTS TARGET
GOSPEL MESSAGE
Scott Gentry moved to the Tri-Cities region of central Washington 

looking for a large church where he could just remain 
uninvolved in the background. Instead, he found Hillview Baptist 
Church in Kennewick, a smaller congregation that allowed his 
leadership skills to flourish.

Northwest Baptist Witness SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 20174
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A skilled hunter, fisherman and bow hunter, Gentry 
heard about an archery program called Centershot 
Ministries (CsM), an outreach program aimed at 
sharing the gospel message using the life-skill of 
archery with children and teenagers. It piqued his 
interest.

After researching the non-denominational program, 
Gentry first believed the $3,000 set-up costs for 
all the equipment would be prohibitive for a small 
church. But former pastor Ron Stricklan urged 
Gentry to stay open and they agreed to pray with-
out letting hesitation about the cost control them. 
Unexpectedly, Stricklan received a call from a donor 
in Texas that was seeking ways he might fund youth 
outreach. The new ministry was on.

STUDENTS TARGET
GOSPEL MESSAGE

Continued on page 23

“This is not our doing,” Gentry said. “When I saw that 
God’s hand was in fully funding this, I had to get 
involved. The Centershot motto is ‘Make Christ the 
target of their lives,’ and that is our goal.”

Each week, volunteers gather children and teenag-
ers ages 7 to 18 and spend time on archery skills 
and Bible study to teach and discipleship their young 
charges, although they focus on pre-teens. Gentry 
has seen men rally around the ministry in remarkable 
ways.

“Usually you find all women leading Vacation Bible 
School and other children’s programs,” Gentry stated. 
“This draws men to participate in something they 
already have a passion for from our church and com-
munity. I am a certified trainer and I can train others 
to be certified as well. We use this as an outreach for 
the kingdom of God.” Continued on page 18

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2017  Northwest Baptist Witness 5
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Months of planning preceded Vaca-
tion Bible School in Northwest 

Baptist churches, which then deployed 
scores of volunteers who shared evan-
gelistic messages with children in atten-
dance, according the Leigh Ann Stark, 
NWBC childhood ministry specialist.

“A great strength of Vacation Bible School is that 
from top to bottom, it equips people to minister more 
effectively to kids,” Stark said. “We began by sending 
a team of Northwest trainers or ‘ministry multipli-
ers,’ to a national training event. That team received 
training not only for VBS, but also children’s ministry 
in total.”

When those ministry multipliers returned home, they 
replicated the process by training regional leaders, 
who then took the information to local churches at 
training events held in cities throughout the North-
west.

“Because Vacation Bible School is so big, it takes the 
whole church to pull it off – which gives opportunity 
to train more lay leaders to effectively minister to 

kids,” Stark stated. The convention took 12 people 
to the national training event, but the result was over 
400 people ultimately being trained for VBS in the 
Northwest.

“We were able to pull our ministry multipliers from 
all five regions and they were evenly disbursed,” said 
Stark.

Studies show direct correlation of children who 
profess faith in Christ with strong VBS training and 
those statistics have held for a very long time, ac-
cording to Stark. This year’s focus on God as creator 
laid groundwork for a fundamental understanding of 
God.

“The most important part of VBS is evangelistic and 
kids hearing the gospel message,” Stark said. “Time 
is spent intentionally discipling kids in a fun way. All 
summer children’s ministry, such as summer camp 
and sports camp should include a strong evangelistic 
effort. Several of our Northwest Baptist associations 
had camps offering this.”

Stark and other Northwest leaders first used Life-
Way’s “Galatic Starveyor” curriculum in May at a 

CHILDREN 
“STARSTRUCK” 
THROUGH VBS
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By Lisa Cannon Green, 
LifeWay Christian Resources

three-day retreat for church planters, which included 
80 children. This allowed new church planters and 
their wives the opportunity for training as a couple 
and made for a fun family experience.

“This gave us the opportunity to model a high stan-
dard of kids ministry for them and included good 
procedures for safety and security,” Stark noted. 
“We’ve been offering this for five years and gives 
hands on experience for us with the curriculum and 
puts these leaders in direct contact with church 
planters.”

“All went amazing for our VBS,” said Tammy Shiner 
of Valleypoint Church in Spokane Valley, WA. “We 
had an average of 110 kids plus workers each day. I 
praise God for his love and faithfulness. In my class 
of fifth and sixth graders of 11 students, I had five 
receive Christ and another asked for more informa-
tion. Our family night was packed out and we had 
a block party trailer, a big barbeque celebration and 
performance by the VBS kids.”

Beverly Park Baptist Church in Burien, WA, drew 
three churches together to work as one unit to spon-
sor Vacation Bible School.

“We have a Hispanic, Cambodian and Caucasian 
congregation that use our building for regular ser-
vices and all three combine for our youth and chil-
dren’s events,” said Kayreen Ramuta of Beverly Park. 
“I love how our congregations work together so well 
and VBS really reflects how much we all love Christ 
and share the gospel with our community. It has 
some challenges but we had one of the best Vaca-
tion Bible Schools every this year. We had eight kids 
accept Christ at the end of the week.”

Beverly Park volunteers provided free community 
dinners before VBS each night.

“This turned out amazing and was a great way for us 
to incorporate our senior members, which also gave 
us time to fellowship and meet some new families 
each night,” Ramuta added.

Vacation Bible School happens in the morning at 
Highland Baptist Church in Redmond, OR, and the 
church hosted 250 children each day.

“As usual, it was difficult to find leaders for our third 
and fourth grade boys class,” said children’s pas-
tor Sara Eves. “Just two weeks before VBS, I asked 
our life groups pastor if he could teach the boys. He 
reluctantly volunteered, but by day three there were 
six new believers in his class and our new Hispanic 
pastor was assisting him. God is so good and uses 
each of us to advance his kingdom.”

“Vacation Bible School is strong and adaptable for 
a lot of different situations and applications,” Stark 
said. “I am so grateful for the dedicated people who 
served on the training teams and the countless vol-
unteers who served our children in local churches.”

By Sheila Allen
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Two locations in 
Oregon played 

host this summer to ministry efforts 
aimed at shaping the lives of North-
west teenagers.

Nearly 300 teens and adult leaders gathered in 
western Oregon for the annual Centrifuge camp, a 
five-day experience aimed at sharing God’s love with 
teens and shaping their lives for his mission.

As in recent 
years, the camp 
– sponsored by 
the Northwest 
Baptist Convention and held at the Aldersgate Camp 
and Retreat Center near Turner, OR – was staffed by 
leaders of Resonate Church, a network of churches 
seeking to reach young adults on college and univer-
sity campuses.

“They do an awesome job every summer making the 
‘Fuge experience the best ever,” said Danny Kuyken-

Hispanic leaders celebrate in praise for 

TEENS SERVE, LEARN, GROW
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dall, the convention’s student ministry specialist for 
the past 17 years.

The camp experience comprises small-group Bible 
studies, team-building recreation, corporate worship, 
focused track times, camp-wide fellowships and 
church devotions. The camp pastor this year was Co-
lin Luoma, who is leading Resonate’s church planting 
effort at Western Oregon University in Monmouth. It 
launched at WOU in late September.

In southern Oregon, all across Medford and the 
Rogue River area, a week of ministry jointly spon-
sored with World Changers and local Baptist asso-

ciations drew about 100 teens served. They par-
ticipated in various community service projects and 
evangelism efforts to help better those communities 
and share the message of Christ with local residents. 

Ten crews worked at 10 sites. Their service included 
debris removal, clean-up and maintenance at local 
schools, Vacation Bible School, a block party and 
various outreach efforts.

World Changers participants came not only from 
various Northwest churches, but also from churches 
in several others states.

TEENS SERVE, LEARN, GROW

By Cameron Crabtree
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Blessing
2017 NW BAPTIST CONVENTION  ANNUAL MEETING

By Cameron Crabtree

When Northwest Baptists organized for-
mally in 1948, they embraced as part of 

their mission: “blessing of the world.” As mes-
sengers to the Northwest Baptist Convention’s 
annual meeting convene in Eugene, OR, this fall, 
the theme of “blessing” will once again play a 
prominent role.

“The theme Blessing reflects the promise God made 
to Abraham in Genesis 12 that ‘all the people on 
earth will be blessed through you,’ said Randy Ad-
ams, NWBC executive director. 

“God’s people, the church, are a means God uses to 
bless all peoples,” he added. “As we live the gospel 
in righteousness and truth, as we walk in the way 
of the Lord, the gospel message that we speak 
becomes clear and powerful to the watching world. 
Northwest Baptists were placed by God in our com-
munities as a blessing to the peoples where we live.”

Featured speakers for the November 7-8 gathering 
– held at the Hilton Eugene – are Alvin Reid, profes-
sor of evangelism at Southeastern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary in North Carolina; Wayne Cordeiro, 
founding pastor of New Hope Christian Fellowship 
in Hawaii; David Choi, pastor fo Tacoma (WA) First 
Baptist Church; Randy Adams, NWBC executive di-
rector; and Steve Brewer, outgoing NWBC president.

Among key business items, messengers will consid-
er are election of a new president, a ministry budget 
for 2018 and a Northwest Impact mission offering 
goal for 2018.

Steve Brewer of Highland Baptist Church in Red-
mond, OR, has served two terms as president and is 
ineligible for reelection. Messsengers may nominate 
a candidate for convention president from the floor 
during the Wednesday afternoon business session.

The $5,462,000 spending plan for 2018 ministry 
efforts is up almost $400,000 over the $5,067,600 
set for this year. At the NWBC executive board ear-
lier in the summer, Adams called it a “stretch budget,” 
but expressed optimism about reaching it.

“This budget represents a lot of collaborative min-
istry,” he told the board. “We’ve been able to set this 
with some confidence because of the level of gener-
ous Cooperative Program giving from Northwest 
Baptist churches the last couple of years.”

The 2018 budget anticipates $2,920,000 in Coop-
erative Program giving from NWBC congregations, 
which compares to $2,800,000 anticipated in the 
2017 budget. From those CP gifts, 27.25 percent 
will be forwarded to the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion Executive Committee to support SBC ministry 
efforts across North American and around the world.

Remaining Cooperative Program funds support 
church planting, evangelism, community ministry, 
leadership development efforts and administrative 
support to help “equip and extend” the ministries of 
local churches in the Northwest, Adams said.

The North American Mission Board is slated to 
provide more than $1,824,000 in the 2018 bud-
get.  Other funding sources in the 2018 budget 
include Lifeway Christian Resources ($64,000), 
the NWBC’s regional mission offering ($120,000), 
restricted funds (nearly $104,000) and other mon-
ies (nearly $430,000) from investments, fees for 
services, event registrations and partnership funds.

Messengers will also consider approving a 
$120,000 goal for the convention’s regional mis-
sion offering. Using the theme “Northwest Impact” 
for the past several years, the 2018 offering al-
locations are: church planting, $60,000; collegiate 
ministries, $16,000; Oasis Retreat for ministry lead-
ers, $16,000; evangelism, $8,000; disaster relief, 
$5,000; Vacation Bible School, $5,000. Another 
$10,000 is slated for promotional expenses.

Two related events will be held, Nov. 6. The Pastor-
Layman Conference will be Monday afternoon be-
ginning at 1:30 and in the evening following dinner. 
The Northwest Women’s Missions Celebration and 
Dessert will be Monday afternoon from 1:30 – 3pm.

By Cameron Crabtree
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Dreams of owning a 
church building was a 

driving force for members of 
Grace Baptist Church since 
the congregation’s formation 
ten years ago, but economic 
and physical realities have 
led the church down a differ-
ent path for making a differ-
ence in the Northwest.

The small congregation in McMin-
nville, OR, has consistently met at 
a retirement community that does 
not charge the church for the use 
of its building, so expenses are 
minimal.

“We have been able to minister 
to the residents of the retirement 
community,” said Pastor Rich 
Bryson. “We were an aging church 
in the beginning and still are. 
A couple of our members have 

moved and a few passed away, 
but members have been faithful 
to give significantly to a building 
fund.”

Bryson is a bi-vocational pastor 
who is also a special educator at 
McKay High School in Salem, OR. 

“I realized when I came here that 
this church couldn’t build a build-
ing, but that was conversation we 
had to ease into,” Bryson noted. 
“I understood what the cost and 
involvement it takes to make 
that happen. We have around 20 
people attending with some of 
those from the retirement home, 
but we have this fund that needed 
to be used. It was a gradual under-
standing, but we came to realize 
it was not wise and maybe even 
sinful to not use the money for the 
Lord’s work.”

A special burden for many of 
Grace’s members was children 
in the foster care system and 
families that might lack sufficient 
resources to provide for all their 
needs. A visit by Bryson and 
Grace deacon James Phillips to 
the Northwest Baptist Convention 
office to meet and pray with ex-
ecutive director Randy Adams was 
pivotal in the direction the church 
decided to move.

“We realized we should let the 
NWBC oversee the funds for us 
and we have 
established a 
$50,000 fund 
to encourage 
and promote 
Northwest 
Baptist church 
members 
to consider 
becoming fos-
ter parents,” 
Bryson said. 

“Each foster child will have access 
to $125 annually to assist in their 
care and welfare through a simple 
application process. Our folks 
knew of the epidemic of children 
whose parents are on drugs or 
are abusive and I’ve certainly seen 
these problems at my high school. 
With the legalization of marijuana, I 
believe things will only get worse.”

Bryson and Phillips also heard 
about another exciting opportunity 
from Adams for church planting 
dollars given through the North-
west Baptist Convention that 
piqued their interest. Ultimately 
the congregation set aside an 
additional $110,000 from their 
building fund for the cause, with 
monies to be matched by the 
North American Mission Board in 
the amount of nearly $625,000.
“We received wise counsel form 

Clint Overall of the Northwest 
Baptist Foundation and we wanted 
to be deliberate and use the 
money for God’s glory,” Bryson 
noted. “In the Northwest there are 
a lot of ethnic church plants going 
on and we could see the potential 
of the money we could offer being 
multiplied. We have the utmost 
confidence in the Northwest Bap-
tist Convention. Southern Baptists 
are the most powerful evangelical 
organization in the United States 
and even the world.”

Bryson and the fellowship at 
Grace Baptist hope to see the two 
funds being used simultaneously 
by young church plants encour-
aging families to consider foster 
care.

“We left the fund open-ended for 
any church plant, knowing the 
NWBC will handle it carefully,” 
Bryson said. “I have been pleased 
by how the process accelerated 
and what it has become. It is all 
the Lord’s funds and we hope this 
might inspire others to consider 
options instead of letting money 
remain unused.”

The application process for the 
foster child grant will be over-
seen by the NWBC women’s 
ministry. Applications can be ac-
cessed at nwbaptist.org or calling 
360.882.2100.

By Sheila Allen

SACRIFICIAL CHURCH BLESSES OTHERS

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2017  Northwest Baptist Witness 11



12 Northwest Baptist Witness SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2017

As the door to Cuba slowly opens to 
American visitors following thawing 

relations with the communist country, a 
Northwest Baptist team of students and 
adults seized an opportunity to support a 
vibrant, growing spiritual climate in East-
ern Cuba.

Led by Danny Kuykendall, NWBC church health 
catalyst, and his wife Laurie, a team of 27 people 
flew to Hoquin, Cuba, then traveled to Bayamo for 
10 days of intense ministry among a flourishing Bap-
tist presence of 600 churches.

“We connected with Lester Acosta of the Eastern 
Baptist Convention of Cuba, as there are no Interna-
tional Mission Board personnel on the ground there,” 
Kuykendall said. “This is an agricultural based region 
that is very much a third world country in regards to 
their economic status, as the average salary in East-

ern Cuba is $25 per month.”

The team ministered in an intensely hot, humid 
climate, the most demanding physically of the eight 
international trips Kuykendall has led in his 19 years 
of ministry at the NWBC.

“We provided Vacation Bible School every morning 
and afternoon at nine different churches, and over 
400 children were able to attend,” Kuykendall stated. 
“The Northwest Baptist Convention donated the Ga-
lactic Starveyor VBS material in Spanish and English, 
and the children loved the music.”

Team members also joined together to provide 
a three-day youth camp for 120 teenagers and 
college-aged students. Team member Curtis Lilly 
preached, using local interpreters which assisted the 
team throughout their time in Cuba. The translators 
were a huge asset who bonded with the Northwest 
team, according to Kuykendall.

Northwest Baptist Witness SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 201712
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An additional bonus was a one-day pastors and 
wives retreat, with men’s sessions facilitated by team 
member Gary Damore and women’s sessions led by 
Laurie Kuykendall, with a focus on encouragement. 
Other team members provided childcare throughout 
the day.

“In Cuba, the pastor’s wife is viewed as a pastor and 
they are referred to as such,” Kuykendall said. “They 
are big on their pastors receiving a seminary educa-
tion and have high expectations. Almost every pastor 
lives in a small section of the church facility. It is very 

primitive, with very few paved roads, but everywhere 
we went was immaculately clean. 

“The church there has been under tremendous op-
pression, but when Fidel Castro died, Raul Castro 
has been much more lenient, so the church has 

flourished.”

The team, comprising people from 
15 to 87 years old, was flexible 
with new assignments and changes 
occurring on a daily basis, as is 
common on international ventures. 
Several team members mixed ce-
ment in wheelbarrows, then lifted 
buckets of cement by hand to pour 
into forms for the foundation of a 

new teen center being constructed.

“I can’t speak highly enough about the team we 
took from six different churches,” Kuykendall added. 

Continued on page 21

We provided Vacation Bible School every morning 
and afternoon at nine different churches, and over 
400 children were able to attend. The Northwest 
Baptist Convention donated the Galactic Starveyor 
VBS material in Spanish and English, and the 
children loved the music.  
- Danny Kuykendall, NWBC Church Health Catalyst
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Even after five decades of ministry, 
Adrian Hall continues to learn the 

best ways to help churches make differ-
ences in their communities. The longtime 

pastor and evan-
gelism specialist, 
recently attended a 
conference spon-
sored by the North-
west Baptist Conven-
tion for “transitional 
pastors,” those as-
signed the task of 
helping churches pre-
pare for a new pastor 

and new seasons of ministry.

Hall currently serves at Grace Baptist Church in 
Hermiston, OR, and has given leadership as a tran-
sitional pastor to 12 congregations in the Northwest 
and Nevada. He previously served the NWBC as 
evangelism director for over 20 years.

There are several types of transitional pastors, ac-
cording to Brian Thorstad, a “redevelopment tran-
sitional pastor” who led the conference for over 
40 ministry couples and individuals throughout the 
Northwest. Some, such as Hall, have served in this 
role for extended periods, while others are exploring 
the possibility of using years of experience and wis-
dom to shepherd a church through the challenging 
phase of a pastor leaving and readying the congre-
gation for a new future.

“Transitional pastors should not use this as a means 
to find a long term pastorate, nor should they aban-
don a church with a short tenure,” said Thorstad, who 
wrote Redevelopment, a guide for transitional pas-
tors. “Some transitional pastors lead a more nomadic 
life by moving into the community and others keep 
a home base and bounce back and forth to a local 
apartment. Still others plant themselves in a metro 
area and commute to a series of interim opportuni-
ties. There is no easy way to do it.”

Hall has chosen the last method, traveling to far-
away locales from his home base in Beaverton, OR, 

TRAINED TO SHEPHERD CHANGE

Adrian Hall
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By Sheila Allen

If God doesn’t use us to change people, we haven’t 
accomplished anything. We must tell every church they 
can be a great church – and they can. You can rein-
vent yourself as well by learning and applying gained 
knowledge in the next place.  - Brian Thorstad

with many hours behind the wheel of his car en route 
to Roseburg, Pendleton, Umatilla and more.

“I begin by asking the church to identify its values 
– the doctrines, ministries and relationships that 
are non-negotiable – and work to restore any that 
have been ignored or degraded,” Hall said. “I want to 

identify the form of government used and establish 
or improve lines of communication.

“I ask a lot of questions and listen very carefully,” 
he added. “Through prayer and observation, I plan 
a preaching program that will inform, instruct, equip 
and inspire. I always want to bring hope to people 
who are discouraged or fearful of the future.”

Thorstad encouraged conference attendees to strive 
to challenge people to change during a transitional 
phase.

“If God doesn’t use us to change people, we haven’t 
accomplished anything,” Thorstad stated. “One of 
our biggest problems is that church members have 
been allowed to stay in babyhood for many years. We 
must tell every church they can be a great church – 
and they can. You can reinvent yourself as well by 
learning and applying gained knowledge in the next 
place.”

The best candidates for a transitional ministry role 
are often empty nesters with strong marriages that 
are highly adaptable, according to Thorstad. They 
must be capable teachers, physically healthy and 
able to walk away when the job is complete.
It is important to begin with full disclosure as a 
transitional pastor, including expectations, author-
ity, hours to be worked and more. Potential leaders 
should not be hesitant to ask for church by-laws and 
a job description up front.

The shortest tenure Hall has served as a transitional 
pastor was eight months. He served another congre-
gation 37 months.

“Churches must have stability,” Hall said. “No one 
wants to be part of an organization where they do 
not feel safe. A pastorless church benefits by having 
consistent leadership in the pulpit. Little is gained 
by having a series of weekly supply preachers. The 
interim church also probably needs healing and a 
little love, particularly when the closure of the pas-

tor’s ministry resembled a divorce 
rather than a happy celebration. 
An experienced shepherd may 
help the willing congregation 
make the kind of progress that 
honors God.”

In Thorstad’s experience, some 
situations require a “surgery” stage in dealing with 
issues from the past and can involve loving confron-
tation, church discipline, pointed preaching, seeking 
outside help as needed and lots of prayer.

“It’s easy to do this job badly,” Thorstad said. “Get 
some materials and use them loosely and recruit the 
right people to serve as a strategic planning team, 
while keeping the process simple. But it is important 
to ooze optimism and preaching some exciting, faith-
building sermons. I encourage folks to do old and 
new fun things together. We must encourage every 
good thing that we can.”

Meanwhile, Hall continues to use his gifts and abili-
ties to enhance the churches of the Northwest.
“An interim pastorate may not consume quite as 
much time as a previous ministry, but it is every bit 
as costly in terms of spiritual and emotional energy,” 
Hall noted. “It is still God whom we serve; it is in his 
church that we exercise our calling and it is with his 
children that we work to bring restoration and hope 
for a bright future.

“If you want a pastor search committee to exercise 
patience you must exercise patience in front of 
them,” he noted. “All the Christian virtues are conta-
gious if exercised. My growth through this is recog-
nizing that you can’t model what you don’t possess. 
I enjoy Bible study and fresh preparation more than 
ever.”

For more information regarding transitional pas-
torates, email Joe Flegal, NWBC evangelism and 
church health director, at joef@nwbaptist.org.
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While throngs of people de-
scended upon Madras, OR, 

seeking a glimpse of a rare solar 
eclipse, members of the town’s 
First Baptist Church sought to draw 
visitors’ attention to a longer lasting 
celestial happening. With a reported 
influx of more than 100,000 people, 
the small town of 6,000 was in the 
national spotlight August 21.

Pastor Steve Heinze led an 
effort to engage visitors 
and locals alike.

“We are a small 
congregation 
made of up of 
roughly equal 
numbers of Na-
tive Americans, 
Caucasians and 
Hispanics,” Heinze 
said. “Our numbers 
have trended younger 
since I came here over 
six years ago, and God is 
uniquely providing for us in 
different ways, even though our com-
munity has the highest unemployment rate in 
all of Jefferson County and maybe even the 
state of Oregon.”

The church campus is located in the center of 
town, which has transitioned into a low income 
zone with transients inhabiting the area.

“It’s just a dynamic of what’s happened in 
Madras over the years,” Heinze stated. “But 
I have said ‘when in doubt, reach out.’ When 
the eclipse really came on our radar about 
three months ago, we talked about it and first 
wondered how we should protect our property 
during this onslaught of people. But then my 
focus changed to see this as an opportunity to 
spread the gospel through an act of kindness.”

Heinze approached the administrative team at High 
Desert Baptist Association for financial assistance 
with the project, knowing they consider requests 
from member churches for grants that fit their vision 
to impact 20 percent of Central Oregon by the year 
2030. The team agreed the outreach effort fulfilled 
those goals.

“The association graciously offered us $300 and I had 
a resource in the area that provided us 960 bottles of 
water with an attractive solar eclipse logo for under 
$250,” Heinze said. “Church members applied the 

labels, which had appropriate scripture 
verses and our church contact infor-

mation.”

Knowing the actual day of the 
eclipse would be chaotic, 
Heinze decided that the 
days leading up to the 
actual event would give 
them a better opportunity 
to minister. He headed 
to a huge gathering at 

the Jefferson County 
fairgrounds and a city park 

with the ice cold bottles.

“I was impressed by the way 
people received the bottles, as 

they were respectful,” Heinze noted. 
“On the second day I went back and noticed 

very little littering of the bottles or tags that had been 
handed out. We opened our church doors on Sunday 
morning and also had water to hand out to passersby.”

Approximately 20 visitors of all backgrounds joined 
the worship service at First Baptist due to the public-
ity.

Heinze chose to watch the eclipse from his home 
in nearby Redmond, OR, to avoid the massive traffic 
delays created by the exodus, which clogged roads 
for hours.

“I thoroughly enjoyed mingling and giving folks some-
thing to consider,” Heinze said. “I think it is important 
to get out of our church routine. We may consider ad-
ditional follow-up opportunities at our city park.”

By Sheila Allen
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FEATURED SPEAKERS:

Wayne Cordeiro
Pastor, New 

Hope Christian 
Fellowship 

Honolulu, Hawaii

Featured 
Speaker:

Alvin L. Reid 
Professor of Evangelism/

Student Ministry at 
Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary

David Choi 
Pastor, Tacoma First 

Baptist Church, 
Tacoma, WA

Nov. 7-8, 2017 // Hilton Eugene // 66 East 6th Avenue, Eugene, OR

Reserve your lodging toll free, 
1.800.733.5466 and refer to 

booking code NWB to make res-
ervations. Please identify yourself 
as being a member of our group in 

order to receive the special 
negotiated rates. Reservations need to 

be made by Oct. 17.

Room Rate:
 Single  Double
 $125.00 $125.00

Pastor/Layman Conference
Monday, Nov. 6

1:30 pm & 6:30 pm

Blessing
2017 NW BAPTIST CONVENTION  ANNUAL MEETING

Monday, Nov. 6
1:30 - 3:00 pm  //  Hilton Eugene

Celebrate what God is doing around 
the world through missions!

RSVP nwwomen@nwbaptist.org
There is no charge for this event.

NW Women Missions 
Celebration & DessertMINISTRY WIVES LUNCHEON

Tuesday, Nov. 7  //  Hilton Hotel, Eugene
Cost: $ 20 per person

Please send your non-refundable 
reservation fee to: 

Northwest Baptist Convention
ATTN: Ministry Wives Luncheon

3200 NE 109th Ave., Vancouver, WA 98682
RSVP by Friday, Oct. 27
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Gentry and other leaders see value in planting gospel 
seeds among the 20 to 30 students who gather 
each week. The program operates on an eight les-
son cycle, with a ninth week included for a family 
fun night and other games that draws the families 
together and encourages them to bring friends.

“We see huge potential for this ministry and it has 
been wonderful for our church,” Gentry said. “We 
do charge for the classes, but offer scholarships 
to those who are unable to pay. There is a minimal 
cost after the first larger expense, but we do have to 
maintain our bows.”

Archery ministry leaders deem it a sport that doesn’t 
require traditional athleticism to enjoy.

“A 16-year-old girl is now outshooting me,” Gentry 
noted. “She is the future of our program and we’re 
bringing her into discipleship. I’ve been talking to 
our youth leader to see if more of the youth of our 
church could get involved.”

Archery was a strong component of Vacation Bible 
School at Hillview under the theme of “Shoot for the 
Stars,” which included a space theme and was held 
in the evening to allow working men and women to 
lead.

As director of transportation management for the 
Pasco (WA) School District, Gentry occasionally 
drives a school bus and sees the children he minis-
ters to on the route.

“This has helped me see the rewards,” the 38-year-
old said. “I remember when I didn’t want to be 
personally involved and just focused on my career, 
but now I am also on the finance committee and in-
volved in maintaining our building. We have hopes of 
using archery on the nearby Umatilla Indian Reserva-
tion as another means of outreach.

“I never thought of children’s ministry as my thing, 
but the Centershot kids flock to me,” Gentry said. 
“This has helped me grow as a Christian and been a 
wonderful experience.”

An archery ministry at Hillcrest Baptist Church in Kennewick, WA is a natural draw for men to engage with 
children in discipleship.

Continued from page 5

By Sheila Allen
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PACIFIC NORTHWEST CAMPUS 
ALUMNI & FRIENDS LUNCHEON

Wednesday, November 8 | Noon | $25

RSVP at pnwclunch.eventbrite.com

Message from Dr. Jeff Iorg, Gateway Seminary president.

Testimonies from Pacific Northwest Campus students.

www.gs.edu  |  Priority Admissions Deadline: December 15

or email pnwc-info@gs.edu
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January through August Budget vs Actual Comparison
   Budget               Actual           Variance

                         1,849,057             1,883,971            34,914 

Cooperative Program Giving ...

 J-A17
Auburn-Igl Hispana LifeWay 726 
Auburn-Lifeway Ch Auburn 550 
Auburn-Auburn Celebration  2,989  
Auburn-Reliance 553 
Auburn-Solid Ground 89 
Bellevue-Essential  6,412  
Bellevue-Lake Hills  4,256  
Bellevue-Leaven Church  2,700  
Bellevue-Well Commun  7,308  
Bellingham-Living Word 800 
Bellingham-Community 100 
Bellingham-Fil-Am 845 
Bellingham-Immanuel 360 
Blk Diamond-Chap Wood  5,804  
Bonney Lake-Church Club 1 50 
Bothell-Living Spring 554 
Bothell-Hallows W Seattle  5,000  
Bothell-CrossPointe  10,135  
Bothell-Dwelling Place  1,910  
Bothell-Iglesia Cristiana  1,923  
Bothell-Queensgate 700 
Bothell-Tabern de Dios  1,086  
Burlington-Calvary  3,280  
Camano Island-Restoration  1,846  
Clear Lake-FBC  1,200  
Darrington-Mt View  2,105  
Des Moines-The Mountain  4,566  
Edmonds-North Seattle 100 
Edmonds-One In Christ 450 
Edmonds-Rock of Hope  6,560  
Enumclaw-FBC  1,800  
Everett-Redemption Ch  8,721  
Everett-The Journey  14,621  
Everett-Bethlehem Korean 100 
Everett-Faith Internatl 300 
Everett-Pinehurst  5,010  
Everett-S Everett Comm  5,300  
Everett-Silver Lake  1,819  
Fed Way-First Ukranian 800 
Fed Way-Antioch Korean 150 
Fed Way-Bethel 700 

Fed Way-FBC 600 
Fed Way-Grace All Nations 512 
Fed Way-Korean-Amer  4,298  
Fed Way-Lifeway  1,750  
Fed Way-Light Church  1,077  
Fed Way-Nine Lakes  1,086  
Federal Way-Christ Church 400 
Federal Way-SoundSide  1,855  
Hamilton-FBC  9,250  
Issaquah-Foothills  16,583  
Kenmore-Landing Church  2,501  
Kenmore-Disciple Making 50 
Kent-Bread of Life 125 
Kent-Emmanuel Bhutanese 50 
Kent-International Christian 350 
Kent-Sequoia  12,632  
Kirkland-Bridge Church 716 
Lakewood-Calvary S Sound 98 
Lakewood-Emmaus 400 
Lakewood-FBC  45,322  
Lakewood-Good Shepherd 240 
Lakewood-Kaleo Community  1,039  
Lakewood-Lighthouse 30 
Lynden-La Vid Verdadera 599 
Lynnwood-Healing 120 
Lynnwood-EagleWing  1,494  
Lynnwood-Global Mission 400 
Lynnwood-Japanese 920 
Lynnwood-Martha Lk  8,055  
Lynnwood-ONE Church 635 
Lynnwood-Seattle Bridge  3,979  
Maple Falls-Mt. Baker 386 
Maple Valley-Hope  22,000  
Marysville-Emmanuel  4,069  
Mill Creek-Adullam  1,923  
Monroe-FBC  20,399  
Mount Vernon-Christian  2,048  
Mount Vernon-Trinity  5,994  
Oak Harbor-Christian Fellow 400 
Oak Harbor-Southern  4,326  
Puyallup-High Pointe  17,900  
Puyallup-South Hill  1,311  
Puyallup-Sunrise 23,300  

Puyallup-Washington Mission 320 
Redmond-FBC Rose Hill  1,209  
Redmond-Korean Hope 100 
Redmond-Meadowbrook  46,209  
Renton-Agape Vietnamese 600 
Renton-Calvary  6,810  
Renton-Church of Beloved  5,000  
Renton-Iglesia Vida  1,900  
Renton-NewStory  1,652  
Renton-Sarang 600 
Renton-Trinity  3,200  
Roy-Nisqually Valley  1,573  
Sammamish-21st Century  1,072  
SeaTac-Riverton Heights 900 
Seattle-The Hallows  3,000  
Seattle-Chinese Southern  16,737  
Seattle-Epic Life  2,386  
Seattle-FBC Beverly Pk  2,087  
Seattle-Gracepoint 350 
Seattle-Living Water Chinese  1,298  
Seattle-New Covenant 500 
Seattle-Roots Community  1,657  
Seattle-Thien An  1,800  
Sedro Woolley-Cross Country  1,779  
Sedro Woolley-Skagit 800 
Sedro Woolley-Valley  3,668  
Snohomish-Bridge  2,970  
Snohomish-BridgeCity  4,107  
Snoqualmie-Lifepointe  2,563  
Spanaway-God’s Grace 30 
Sultan-Lighthouse  2,481  
Tacoma-The Pathway  2,457  
Tacoma-E.Tacoma Filipino 150 
Tacoma-Filipino Inter 625 
Tacoma-Highland Hill  3,858  
Tacoma-Japanese Intl  3,823  
Tacoma-New Beginnings 78 
Tacoma-New Hope 124 
Tacoma-Tacoma FBC  27,000  
Tacoma-Vietnamese 447 
Tacoma-VMCM 270 
Yelm-First  4,139  
Yelm-Ignite Church  1,357
Total:  499,185  

 J-A17
Bremerton-Sonshine  3,024  
Castle Rock-FBC  4,856  
Centralia-Alder Street 766 
Chehalis-Dayspring  6,133  
Dryad-Community  1,049  
Elma-Bethany  1,722  
Forks-FBC  5,827  
Kalama-Kalama  6,597  
Lacey-FBC  10,645  
Lacey-New Zion 800 
Lacey-Principe de Paz  3,265  
Longview-Beacon Hill  1,850  

Region 1

Region 2

Longview-FBC  51,078  
Longview-Highlands 794 
Longview-La Iglesia 489 
Longview-Robert Gray  5,859  
Longview-Valley  21,026  
Ocean Shores-Faith Com  3,339  
Olympia, Westwood  500 
Olympia-Illuminate 61 
Olympia-Vietnamese 100 
Olympia-Joy 266 
Olympia-McKenzie Road  25,042  
Port Angeles-Hillcrest  5,233 
Port Hadlock-Oak Bay 762 

Region 3

Port Orchard-Evergreen 365 
Port Orchard-FBC  7,745  
Port Townsend-San Juan  12,168  
Rainier-Delena 442 
Randle-Reconciled  4,390  
Scappoose-Creekside  1,948  
Sequim-FBC  10,087  
Silverdale-Clear Creek  1,823  
Silverdale-Connections 160 
Silverdale-Kitsap Christian 600 
Toledo-FBC  14,802  
Tumwater-The Canvas 401 
Vaughn-Key Peninsula  1,038  
Total:  217,051  
  

 J-A17 
Battle Ground-Comm 690 
Beavercrk-NW Contexture  4,747  
Beaverton-FBC  12,650  
Beaverton-Global 350 
Beaverton-Iglesia Bautista  3,678  
Beaverton-Intl Church OR 50 
Beaverton-New Creation 435 
Bingen-FBC  1,066  
Boring-Orient Drive  1,041  
Boring-Iglesia Vida Nueva  2,262  
Camas-Lacamas Heights  1,729  
Estacada-Clackamas Vly  1,565  
Forest Grove-Fellowship  1,488  
Forest Grove-The Crossing  1,019  
Goldendale-Columbus Ave  10,779  
Gresham-Pathway  70,326  
Gresham-Punto de Gracia 150 
Happy Valley-Trinity  5,793  
Hillsboro-New Life  4,603  
Hillsboro-Oregon 150 
Hood River-Tucker Road  3,714  

Klickitat-Klickitat Valley  1,150  
Lake Oswego-Lake Bible 400 
McMinnville-Grace  1,400  
McMinnville-Valley  18,208  
Mt Hood Parkdale-Parkdale  1,140  
Newberg-Chehalem Valley  16,261  
Odell-FBC  1,056  
Prtld-Flavel Street 400 
Prtld-Mien Fellowship  2,400  
Prtld-Antioch Christian  1,200  
Prtld-Bridge City 840 
Prtld-Hope International  3,644  
Prtld-Kaleo Communities 716 
Prtld-Korean Logos  1,600  
Prtld-Mill Park  4,602  
Prtld-Oregon Antioch 200 
Prtld-Remedy City  1,821  
Prtld-Renaissance 100 
Prtld-Sellwood 500 
Prtld-Sojourn Community 66 
Prtld-Solid Rock  8,016  
Prtld-Vietnamese Revival 888

Prtld-Word of Life Romanian 840 
Ptld-Zomi Bethel  1,696  
Ridgefield-Discovery Pointe  2,269  
Rufus-Bapt Ch at Rufus 852 
The Dalles-Emmanuel  3,000  
Tigard-Hall Blvd  9,432  
Tigard-Japanese Intnl  1,800  
Tillamook-Life Change  4,667  
Vancouver-Ukrainian 400 
Vancouver-CrossPointe  21,112  
Vancouver-Evergreen  2,348  
Vancouver-Fourth Plain 710 
Vancouver-Grace  1,539  
Vancouver-Korean 500 
Vancouver-Revival  1,200  
Vancouver-Romanian  1,893  
Vancouver-Song of Hope 700 
Vancouver-Trinity  5,354  
Vancouver-Vietnamese 320 
Wilsonville-Creekside  4,403  
Total:  259,925  
  
  

Region 5

 J-A17
Albany-Calvary  3,660  
Albany-Iglesia Nueva Esperanza 209 
Albany-Knox Butte 100 
Bellevue-The Rock Chinese 266 
Bend-River Woods 225 
Bend-Summit Community  1,056  
Corvallis-Branch  5,050  
Corvallis-Grant Avenue  30,083  
Cottage Grove-Calvary  1,943  
Cottage Grove-Hope 745 
Creswell-New Hope  16,899  
Dallas-FBC 960 
Dexter-Dexter Baptist 869 
Dorris-FBC  1,819  
Drain-FBC 250 
Eugene-Fairfield  18,906  
Eugene-Japanese 144 
Eugene-Riviera  6,133  
Florence-FBC  11,502  
Glendale-Glendale  3,669  
Gold Beach-Riley Creek  1,293  
Grants Pass-College Hghts  3,820  
Grants Pass-Dayspring 30 
K Falls-Ch on Homedale  13,280
Keizer-Cristiana Renuevo  2,091  
La Pine-Whispering Pines  1,761  
Lakeview-Trinity  2,257  
Lebanon-Trinity  5,524  
Madras-FBC  2,641  

Medford-Living Hope  3,359  
Medford-Lozier Lane  3,283  
Medford-New Horizon  1,488  
Monmouth-Central  1,637  
Myrtle Creek-FBC  2,318  
Newport-Calvary  1,596  
North Bend-FBC  4,734  
Phoenix-FBC  4,336  
Prineville-Calvary  5,618  
Prospect-Prospect 460 
Prtld-The Common 50 
Redmond-Highland  108,745  
Reedsport-Highlands  2,527  
Rogue River-Grace  8,640  
Roseburg-Bethany 30 
Roseburg-Faith & Reason 624 
Roseburg-Vine Street  13,215  
Salem-Capital  16,103  
Salem-Living Water  1,057  
Siletz-Sacred Ground 898 
Springfield-East Side  5,242  
Springfield-Grace Korean  1,066  
Springfield-Trinity  10,326  
Sweet Home-Freedom  1,360  
Terrebonne-Smith Rock  2,000  
Toledo-FBC  1,465  
Waldport-FBC  1,200  
Warm Springs-Warm Sprgs  1,805  
Winston-Community  7,192  
Total:  349,559  

 J-A17 
Airway Hts-Airway Hts  12,563  
Airway Hts-Spokane Rock  2,250  
Athol-Athol  10,699  
Benton City-FBC  1,819  
Bonners Ferry-Boundary 572 
Brewster-Calvary  2,750  
Burbank-Trinity  3,623  
Cashmere-Evergreen  1,268  
Cheney-Fellowship  2,922  
Clarkston-Sonrise  3,840  
Clarkston-Trinity  2,000  
Coeur d’Alene-Emmanuel  9,344  
Coulee City-Cowboy 125 
Dayton-Faith Chapel 400 
Deer Park-FBC 154 
E Wenatchee-Eastmont  44,270  
Ellensburg-Chestnut St  13,359  
Greenacres-Greenacres 800 
Harrison-Community  3,600  
Heppner-Willow Creek  3,760  
Hermiston-Grace  1,696  
Hermiston-New Beginnings 778 
Ione-Ione  2,361  
Kellogg-FBC 8 
Kennewick-Crossview  1,600  
Kennewick-Finley First  1,600  
Kennewick-Hillview  4,568  
Kennewick-Kennewick  66,195  
Kennewick-Quinault  6,007  
La Grande-The Way  1,614  
La Grande-Trinity 951 
Leavenworth-FBC  7,917  
Lewiston-Orchards  8,106  
Lewiston-Tammany  22,056  
Loon Lake-Mtn Lakes Fellow 406 
Mead-Crossover  1,200  
Moscow-Trinity  1,200  
Moses Lake-Emmanuel  2,209  
Newport-Newport So  5,758  
Northport-FBC  1,322  
Oakesdale-FBC 958 
Orofino-FBC 227 
Otis Orchards-Starr Rd 250

Pasco-Redeemer Tri-Cities  1,967  
Pasco-Emmanuel  2,343  
Pasco-International 599 
Paterson-Community  1,066  
Pendleton-Pendleton 698 
Pilot Rock-Pilot Rock  3,771  
Prosser-Calvary  1,947  
Pullman-Emmanuel  19,930  
Pullman-Grace and Glory  2,550  
Pullman-Resonate  10,084  
Quincy-Iglesia Nueva Vida 605 
Rathdrum-New Beg  2,031  
Rice-Victory  1,510  
Richland-Reata Sprgs  16,911  
Richland-Richland  129,476  
Richland-Richland Hghts  2,665  
Spirit Lake-Spirit Lake  2,124  
Spokane Valley-Dishman  6,066  
Spokane Valley-East Valley  3,595  
Spokane Valley-Valleypoint  3,416  
Spokane-Inland 414 
Spokane-Crestline  1,319  
Spokane-Driscoll Blvd  9,653  
Spokane-North Addison  5,225  
Spokane-Pinnacle  5,103  
Spokane-River City 904 
Spokane-Springhill Bible  1,400  
Spokane-The Rock  2,777  
Spokane-Windsor  2,843  
St Maries-College Ave  1,213  
Sunnyside-Trinity  1,671  
Toppenish-Watering Hole 453 
Union Gap-FBC  2,146  
W Richland-Grace&Truth  5,016  
W Richland-Reliance Fellow  6,070  
Walla Walla-Blue Mt  3,296  
Walla Walla-CenterPointe  1,000  
Wapato-FBC  2,031  
Wenatchee-Valley  3,600  
Yakima-Terrace Hghts  10,366  
Yakima-The Cross  7,752  
Yakima-The River  1,441  
Zillah-Mtn View  2,211  
Total:  550,361 

Region 4

Report only includes churches that have contributed through the 
Northwest Baptist Convention in January-August 2017. A full report of 

all NWBC churches is available at www.gonbw.org/cp/

... partnering with more than 46,000 churches to make Christ known at home, across the nation, and around the world.
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“Students volunteered to do whatever was asked of 
them each day. Most of our team learned the Span-
ish words to the music by the third day. A special 
highlight was when we were asked to change plans 
and go to a facility for special needs folks. We as-
sumed it would be children but found it was a group 
home for adults who were all blind, deaf or mute. 
They were all in these old, rickety wheelchairs, but 
did a 45-minute local dance and song presentation 
using scarves they had prepared for us.”

Mission team volunteers were amazed at the vibran-
cy of the church, unexpected by them in the commu-
nist country. Another interesting sight around Cuba 
was classic cars used for decades, refurbished and 
still on the road.

“These folks were such an inspiration and encour-
agement to each of us,” Kuykendall said. “Lester 

Acosta’s vision is that the young people are the 
future of the church in Cuba. He told us he was so 
revived by our team’s work there.” 

After each day’s work, the Northwest volunteers 
gathered in the evening for worship and sharing.

“This was an awesome way to wrap up our time lead-
ing Northwest students,” said Kuykendall, who is re-
tiring in coming months. “Laurie and I knew God was 
calling us to missions and he rewarded us with these 
trips, which is so much of who we are. She worked 
so hard in the weeks prior to departure and there is 
no possible way I could do this trip without her.”

Northwest Baptist student ministry will be led in the 
future by Lance Logue, pastor of Pathway Church/
Sandy campus of Sandy, OR.

Continued from page 13

Northwest students and leaders served alongside Cuban Baptists in steamy weather to encourage 
believers and tell others of the good news of Jesus.

By Sheila Allen
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DISASTER 
RELIEF 

RESPONDS 
TO 

NEEDS
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Paul Matlock, 73, was sitting in his 
yard, staring into the distance, over-

whelmed, when Southern Baptist Disaster 
Relief (SBDR) volunteers arrived.

Floodwater from Hurricane Harvey had climbed more 
than six feet inside his home; it was chest high when 
he managed to escape with his wife Diana, 63, and 
their toy fox terrier. They had flooded twice before but 
never this badly. They knew when they left that they 
would probably lose almost everything they owned. 
And the sight when they returned confirmed it.

They had just finished restoring their home follow-
ing last year’s “Tax Day” flood. A granite countertop 
and brand-new stainless steel appliances lined the 
kitchen where Diana Matlock enjoyed cooking for 
friends and family.

Little is salvageable now.

“I spent three days trying to figure out what I had 
done to make God so mad at me,” Matlock said as he 
watched SBDR volunteers carry items to the curb. 
“I’ve lived a pretty moral life. And [the hurricane] af-
fected all of my immediate family and my wife’s family 
in Louisiana.”

His spirits were immediately lifted when he saw that 
he had not been forgotten by God -- in fact, he was 
being helped yet again. When the SBDR trucks roll 
into the driveway, his first thought was to grasp the 
volunteers’ hands and join them in a prayer of thanks-
giving. 

“I’m convinced God sent them here,” Matlock said.
For thousands upon thousands of homeowners like 
Matlock in Houston and along the Texas Gulf Coast, 
Southern Baptist volunteers are on-site or making 
plans to be there to add their labors and share their 
faith.

Through the North American Mission Board, informa-
tion on volunteering or making a donation can be 
found at namb.net/Harvey.

At the Matlock home in Houston, SBDR unit leader 
Brian Batchelder, whose unit is with the Southern 

Baptists of Texas Convention (SBTC) , said the 
couple knew what needed to be done but had no 
idea how to do it alone.

“We provided the how,” said Batchelder, who at-
tends Broadview Baptist Church in Abilene, Texas. 
“People need to see Jesus in the middle of a cri-
sis. That’s why we come -- so people can see what 
Jesus means to us and how He can help them.”

When Matlock teasingly asked volunteers not 
to scratch his ruined truck, Batchelder knew the 
homeowner was beginning to find hope.

SBDR volunteers say they try to serve as the 
hands and feet of Jesus, easing the spiritual 
burden as well as the financial through providing 
cleanup aid at no cost.

“These folks have lost everything,” Batchelder said. 
“It just breaks my heart to take all their stuff to the 
curb and to have to pay someone to do that. This 
isn’t about us -- it’s about Jesus,” he said, gazing at 
the gold-shirted volunteers working in the Mat-
locks’ house and debris-laden yard. “We’ll be gone, 
but He’ll still be here.”

Matlock and his wife were unable to escape with 
anything but a few pieces of clothing and family 

mementos. What little remains of flood survivors’ 
lives is under constant threat by looters. Three 
homes have been looted in the Matlocks’ neigh-
borhood, but local law enforcement has increased 
patrols in the area, and Matlock believes his home 
will be safe. 

SBDR volunteers expect to be stationed in Texas 
for many months as assessment and recovery 
continues.

This isn’t about us -- it’s about Jesus... 
We’ll be gone, but He’ll still be here.  

- Brian Batchelder

By Carmen K. Sisson, North 
American Mission Board. Baptist 
Press senior editor Art Toalston 

contributed to this report.
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It’s a great time to take part in “supplying” resources for God’s work!   

Give us a call to check out how you can invest in church loans or give to special  

causes such as disaster relief. 
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