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VIEWPOINT

Looking Up and Out
We live in the greatest time in all of history
to advance the gospel. We live in a most
difficult time in which to pastor and lead a
church. Opportunities abound for believers
to share their faith, and the kingdom of
God is advancing powerfully among many
people groups the world over. At the same
time, churches in America face new challenges daily.

Randy Adams
Executive Director

There’s not space here to outline the challenges floating in seas of opportunity, but
many problems are placed in perspective
by looking up and out – looking up to God
in prayer and contemplation upon his Word
and looking out to the world that so desperately needs God’s grace and mercy.
Whenever God’s people gather they must
look up to God in prayer for the lost and
needy in their community. They should pray
regularly for the persecuted and suffering
church, and pray also for missionaries and
their children. Pray that God will forgive us
and cleanse us and use us for his glory.
Humbly submitting ourselves to God in
prayer when we gather is rarer than you
might think. Consider -- how much time
does your church spend in prayer during
your worship services? And for what do
you pray? Reading the local newspaper
will help you know how to pray for people
in your area. Perhaps your church is connected to one or more missionary families.
Do you pray for them regularly? Do you
pray for their children?
The smallest church can have a powerful, worldwide ministry through prayer. If
your church gives to global mission efforts
through the Cooperative Program, and
every Baptist church should, you are sup-
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porting 3,600 international missionaries
and about 2,000 missionary children.
Our missionaries serve in virtually every
nation on earth; ten of our Southern
Baptist missionaries have given their
lives for Christ’s cause in the past 15
years. Missionaries around the world
need our prayer and support, as do the
3,000 church planters in North America
and 19,000 seminary students attending
one of our six SBC seminaries.
A church that looks up to God in fervent, kingdom prayer, will have better
perspective on the challenges they face.
A church that prays for kingdom concerns will less likely focus on small, petty
things. Likewise, a church that submits
to the reading and exposition of God’s
Word, with a heart to obey God, is better
equipped to deal with the challenges
of contemporary life. Remember, Jesus
didn’t just say, “Teach them my Word,” but
“teach them to observe everything I have
commanded you” (Matt. 28:20a).
Look up to God in prayer and submission
to his Word, and look out to the world
in ministry, witness, mission and love of
neighbor.
Paul told believers in the Corinthian
church they were “a letter from Christ …
written not with ink but with the Spirit of
the living God” (2 Cor. 3:3). Your church
is a letter from Christ to our world. God’s
life is in you. You are his ambassador,
whether large or feeble in number, powerful as you look up to God and look out
to a world in desperate need of him.
It is a good day to serve the Lord.
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(Left to right) Tokyo-based missionary Mark Busby, NWBC team volunteer Paula Adams and team leader Ronny Cooksey
travel to the Akihabara district of Tokyo. Busby is part of ten IMB teams currently active in Japan.
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HEEDING
THE CALL
NORTHWEST
BAPTISTS BOLSTER
MISSION EFFORTS IN
JAPAN

N

orthwest Baptists have a
unique opportunity to support missionaries in Japan
— a country open to Christians
but hesitant to accept Christ.
The International Mission Board is
encouraging stronger relationships
between missionaries and Japanese
churches. To support that goal, the
Northwest Baptist Convention sent
a volunteer exploration team in late
March and early April to visit different
regions of the country.
Less than one percent of Japanese
people are Christians and missionaries are challenged by extreme social
and cultural barriers. NWBC executive director Randy Adams said this
resembles Northwest attitudes among
non-Christians and local churches are
better-positioned to help Japanese
ministry efforts.
Continued on page 22
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Editor’s Note: Randy Adams, the Northwest Baptist
Convention’s executive director, traveled recently
to Myanmar to speak to Chin Baptist Convention’s
annual meeting. Following are reflections about the
“missions miracle” he encountered.

T

he Northwest Baptist Convention, a
network of about 480 churches in
Oregon, Washington and north Idaho
includes about 140 congregations that
worship in languages other than English,
including the Chin Burmese language.
Through one of these churches, I received an invitation to teach. I knew nearly nothing about Chin Baptists in Myanmar, but to preach in the nation where
the first American missionary, Adoniram
Judson, served over 200 years ago made
this invitation particularly intriguing. It
turns out that the evangelization of the
Chin people is one of the great mission
stories of the past century, and it’s a story
few know.

MISSION CONNECTIONS
STRENGTHENED IN MYANMAR
NWBC DIRECTOR FORGES BONDS
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Randy Adams (left) stands with Chin students at a theological institute in Myanmar which offers three years of
training.

My wife, Paula, and I flew to Yangon, Myanmar, an
overwhelmingly Buddhist city. About 90 percent
of Burmese people profess Theravata Buddhism
as their religion, and Yangon has Buddhist pagodas everywhere, the largest of which is the famed
Shwedagon Pagoda. Soaring 325 feet in height, it
is covered in tons of gold and millions of dollars in
gems are set atop the pagoda. The relic that such
wealth honors is eight strands of hair from Gautama
Buddha.
From Yangon we flew to the ancient city of Mandalay, another Buddhist city in which scores of pagodas
are visible from almost any point in the city. From
there we drove 14 hours to Hakha, the capital of
the Chin state, over a rough, tortuous road. During
the first several hours Buddhist pagodas were the
dominant feature. Then, at the border of the Chin
state, we witnessed an amazing transformation in
the religious architecture. There was a cross on a hill,
then a church at the high point of a small community.

When we reached Hakha, we entered a territory in
which churches were the dominant feature, especially Baptist churches. The Chin people are overwhelmingly Christian, with more than 90 percent claiming
Christian professions.
How did the Chin people, who were animists and
wholly illiterate, come to faith in Jesus Christ in such
great numbers? I don’t know the full story, but it
started when American Baptist missionaries, A.E. and
Laura Carson, arrived in Hakha in 1899. It took over
six years before the first Chin person received Jesus
Christ. He was baptized Jan. 1, 1906.
Mr. Carson died the following year, but Mrs. Carson
continued her ministry until 1920 when ill health
forced her to leave. A few other missionaries came,
with the last one being expelled from the country in
1964. The Chin state was then closed to all outsiders for over 50 years. Because of persecution they
were allowed to come to the United States as
Continued on page 18
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CHURCH SOARS TO
NEW LOCATIONS
W

hen Andrew Arthur first visited the Northwest, he met many
people with a conscious unbelief of Jesus that he found refreshing, compared to students he knew in southern states that
grew up in church and may be “cultural Christians” without fully
knowing the gospel.
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Several years later, he was commissioned by his
home church in Alabama to plant a church in Seattle,
WA. The Hallows Church recently celebrated its fifth
anniversary. The church is thriving and expanding in
surprising ways.

center, one is involved in the foster system, another
an elementary school. One focused on a family that
was nearing homelessness. We want to bring a gospel blessing to the neighborhoods where our people
live. As they grow, they will multiply.”

“We started in a couple of homes and those groups
grew into a worship gathering,” Arthur said. “We laid
two rails down that guide our church – missional
communities and worship gatherings.”

Leaders of The Hallows Church encourage meaningful membership in the church through a covenant
commitment that follows a learning session about
the vision, mission, goal and values of the church and
baptism. Nearly 90 percent of Hallows members are
involved in missional communities that keep them
connected to the larger body.

The young church rented space for use on Sunday
evenings for worship gatherings in Seattle’s Fremont
area that they continue using and added more missional communities as their numbers grew.
“Two years ago I became acquainted with another
church in West Seattle that was without a leader and
dealing with dysfunctional issues,” Arthur stated. “I
was trying to counsel and encourage them, but they
eventually decided to disband and gave The Hallows
their building debt free as well as their assets, with
no strings attached.”
While Arthur never sought to be a church with multiple expressions, or locations, they sensed that God
was at work and embraced their new reality.
“We became one church in two places,” Arthur said.
“We now have around 15 missional communities
that range from 8 to 15 people and are a fundamental component of the discipleship rhythms of
The Hallows Church. They are composed of people
in diverse life stages and backgrounds and provide
an ongoing, multiplying means for people to both
encounter the gospel and then be equipped and
encouraged to apply it together through relationships
and service.”
The missional communities follow a four-week cycle
of play, study, serve and study. That pattern affords
participants an avenue to invite both non-Christians
and Christians into the life of the body of Christ and
ultimately to the gospel.
“We see relationships forged through shared experiences and through that they are growing in love with
each other,” Arthur noted. “Every missional community serves others differently. One goes to a senior

A recent development of a third worship expression
has begun in Edmonds, WA, where several Hallows
members already lived. Arthur preaches at all three
locations many weeks, but other staff members will
soon assume more preaching duties.
The Hallows Church also supported the efforts of
The Mountain Church in nearby Des Moines, WA,
and is commissioning a member who will work
among a Muslim people group overseas.
“Our three expressions are eclectic and reflective
of the neighborhoods we draw from,” Arthur said. “I
have always prayed for God to build this church so
that credit is drawn to his handiwork. We work hard,
but the way it’s unfolded, we are responding to what
God is engineering.”
Arthur and his wife, Kim, have three young children
who he hopes are seeing him enjoying the ministry
journey.
“It is all a testament to God’s grace,” Arthur added.
“I don’t feel like I can breathe easy. We are looking
for a centralized space to use as a gathering and
training center for urban church planting development. We need a stake in the ground, because it’s
so expensive and very little happening in the city of
Seattle proper.
“Our goal is to see every housing unit that has one
person with an identifiable and meaningful relationship with a follower of Christ. The world must know
we are a Christian.”
By Sheila Allen
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BI-VOCATIONAL
PASTOR LEADS CHANGE

A

mind for finance
coupled with a
heart for ministry
is a natural recipe for
bi-vocational ministry, a
life Jonathan Johnson
has embraced wholeheartedly.
Firmly ensconced in the financial
world as a registered investment
advisor, Johnson worked his way
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through college and an MBA
program.
“I worked full time at a bank, then
became a manager at a credit
union while going to school full
time at night,” Johnson said. “I
married my wife, Kristen, at 18
years old, after we met at a youth
camp at age 13.”
But Johnson also felt called to
ministry at a young age and started a Bible study as a student at
Centennial High School in Gresham, OR, that drew up to 30 people. He has since served alongside

Troy Pound at The Crossing Baptist Church as worship leader and
preached occasionally at various
churches throughout the Portland,
OR, metropolis.

they are putting a lot of trust in
me.”

Most recently Johnson assisted
Pastor Aaron Bennett during the
early stages of Spring of Life, a
new church in downtown Portland.

Neighbors saw some of the activ-

Members are dealing with the
changes positively, he said.

“

“I was asked step in to speak at
Evergreen Baptist Church in Vancouver on short notice, due to an
illness,” Johnson said. “It is a small
church that was in need of a pastor who could support himself.”

That initial encounter eventually
led to an invitation from Evergreen
Baptist to become their pastor, a
calling the 29-year-old relishes.
“There are two large apartment
complexes near our facility and I
want our church to be healthy so
we can reach out to those around
us,” Johnson noted. “I would like
to start community groups that
meet at the apartments. Right now
we are focused on improving our
building for first impressions of
newcomers. I’m a ‘charge-ahead’
guy and our church hasn’t been
used to this level of activity, so

Before

pastor through the same method.”
It’s “church growth through Craigslist,” Johnson quipped.
Though Johnson travels occasionally to manage work-related

I would like to start community groups that meet
at the apartments. Right now we are focused on
improving our building for first impressions of newcomers. I’m a ‘charge-ahead’ guy and our church
hasn’t been used to this level of activity, so they
are putting a lot of trust in me.

ity as walls were painted, old carpet and molding removed and new
flooring installed since Johnson
assumed his duties six months
ago. Also underway is the election of deacons, changes to the
Sunday school program, updated
financial plans and added staff.
“We placed an ad on Craigslist for
a worship leader, because I was
initially teaching adult Bible study,
leading worship and preaching,”
Johnson said. “I probably interviewed 50 people before finding
Alex Abdallah, who is also bi-vocational, and we have recently added
Stephen Eastburn as a children’s

After

”

concerns of $2 billion in assets,
his firm is supportive of his new
schedule and he spends his lunch
hour studying, making calls and
taking care of other pastoral concerns.
“I get to share my faith frequently
at work,” Johnson said. “A lot of
people there are quite open and
most know I’m a pastor.”
Kristen Johnson is on board as
she supports her husband’s new
ministry and cares for four-yearold daughter, Kaylee, who is included at renovation work parties.
Continued on page 19
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TERMINAL
ILLNESS SPARKS
NEW LIFE
L

ess than two weeks into duties as
new pastor of Eastmont Baptist
Church in Wenatchee, WA, Dallas

Stringer faced difficult news – doctors
gave deacon Carl Lewis a terminal health
diagnosis.
“Carl went to be with the Lord less than a month
later, but he made the most of that time,” Stringer said. “The Lewis family are active members
of our church and he wanted to bring as many
people to the Lord as possible.”
Lewis filled rows in the church’s auditorium
with family and friends he had known for years
during his work as an orchardist. God began
to move in an unbelievable way, according to
Stringer.
“He told people in his life he was going to be
12
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with the Lord and he wanted them to come to
church with him,” Stringer stated. “By far the
majority of people he brought were adults and
many of them were saved and baptized.”
Stringer has assumed his duties after moving
from Texas where he had lived his entire life. He
always considered himself evangelistic, so he
was thrilled to see 83 people baptized in his first
seven months on the field.
“We complain in the Southern Baptist Convention about baptisms falling, but we don’t keep
the waters warm,” Stringer said. “When I came to
Eastmont, I told my people I wanted the baptistery waters warm every Sunday, so we are
prepared for those who accept Christ. There are
new people coming to Christ every week. We
have baptized some the same day they accept
Christ as Lord.”
These new Christians have developed fervor of
their own to see those they care about come to
know Jesus.

Natalie Sligar
prepares to be
baptized at Eastmont
Baptist Church in
East Wenatchee,
WA. Performing the
baptism is Cameron
Lewis, an Eastmont
youth leader and
son of Carl Lewis,
who inspired many
in recent months to
follow Christ and be
baptized.

“It has created an attitude to reach outside of
the doors of our church more,” Stringer noted.
“Jesus never told the lost to go to church – he
told the church to go to the lost. Weekly I am

“

“I began teaching a class on how to be a disciple-maker and graduates of the class become
mentors for new believers each quarter,” Stringer
said. “I then plan to teach another class on evangelism and pass it off to others
as well. Our desire is for the cross
He told people in his life he was going to be
before the steeple. It has been a
with the Lord and he wanted them to come to really sweet, amazing time.”

church with him. By far the majority of people
he brought were adults and many of them were That doesn’t mean that Satan
isn’t trying to intervene, because
saved and baptized.
we are human, says Stringer.

”

hearing of people going to their neighbors with
the good news.”
The growth has prompted Eastmont leaders to
start small groups for men and women to accommodate their desire to learn more about
following Jesus. Wednesday night studies at
Eastmont are now centered on discipleship for a
full complement of age groups.

To combat that, he prays in the
church parking lot each Sunday morning, and
now others are joining him.
“We have had seven baptisms in our Hispanic
service,” Stringer added. “As a new pastor, people are bringing their friends to hear me preach.
The church takes on the mindset of the pastor
and what he is passionate about.”
By Sheila Allen
MAY/JUNE 2017 Northwest Baptist Convention
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M

aintaining a strong relationship
with God on the inside is crucial
for integrity in ministry and shining his
light to the world outside, a women’s
ministry leader insisted to more than
200 Northwest Baptist women gathered in late April for their annual summit.
“If the light that is on you is brighter than the
light that is in you, the light that is on you
will destroy you,” said Debbie Stuart, ministry
initiatives director for Hope For The Heart
based in Texas.
Event organizers chose “Shine through real
stuff” as this year’s summit theme, encouraging women from churches across the
Northwest Baptist Convention to “shine” in
every circumstance. The April 21-22 event
took place at the Northwest Baptist Center in
Vancouver, WA.
A key to remaining a faithful witness to God
is not only to study Scripture, but to be a
“doer of it,” Stuart said: “What people see in
you is the application of Scripture in your life.
We already have more knowledge than the
level of obedience we’re demonstrating.”
She also urged the women to cling to God’s
promises in difficult situations. “You can sleep
at night through any hardship when you
know, ‘Thus saith the Lord’.” She cautioned

2017 NW Women’s Summit

Shine…through real
life stuff!

14

MARCH/APRIL
Northwest Baptist Convention MAY/JUNE
20172017

against merely assuming quick escape from
challenging situations is best.

of God really shined through the lives of the
people in the church.”

“God sometimes brings you to impossible
situations because he wants to train you to be
victorious in those kind of situations rather than
just about (stopping) the discomfort or pain that
comes with the hardship,” she said. “He may be
telling you, ‘I’m trying to train you to be victorious, not just be rescued, to stop the hardship’.”
In persevering through challenges, women can
shine
God’s light
to others,
she said:
“Do hard
things well.
Go for a
‘well done’
from the
Lord. Hard
things become holy
things.”

She was eager to learn about God as she attended faithfully and began taking her siblings.
“I was like a sponge ready to soak it all up,” she
said. “I gave my life to Christ and began my walk
with God.”

She encouraged
women to beware things that get in the way of a
growing relationship with God.
“Identify your obstacles and remove them,” she
said. “Ratchet up your time and intensity with
the Lord. You will never go wrong making more
room for the Lord in your life. You don’t make
him work (for it), you make room so he can work.
“You end up with the life you want by doing the
day you want,” she added. “If you want something you’ve never had, you have to do what
you’ve never done.”
Mary Habila of Living Springs Fellowship in the
Seattle area shared her testimony of learning
about Jesus in a Baptist church near her Nigeria
home. Her mother, who wasn’t a believer, urged
her children to “go to church” so that they’d be
good, Habila said.
“God had been calling me through the words of
my unsaved mother,” Habila recalled. “The light

In 2004, Habila and her children moved from
Nigeria to join her husband, Haggai, in Kentucky,
where he
was studying at
school. In
2011, they
all moved
to the Seattle area
to start Living Spring
Fellowship with
Northwest
Baptists.
“Answering
God’s call on our lives comes with sacrifice,” said
Habila. “In calling us to a purpose, he’s ready
to provide us with everything we need for the
journey.”
Habila also urged participants to live ready to
share God’s love with others: “Pay attention to
the people God is putting in your life, regardless
of their position or status.”
Participants learned more about various ministry
topics in multiple breakout sessions, including
the basics of women’s ministry in local churches,
marriage, evangelism, art, mentoring younger
women, ministry to children, ending human trafficking and various hobbies.
Next year’s summit is April 20-21 at the Northwest Baptist Center. For more information about
various Northwest Women events, contact
Nancy Hall, NWBC women’s specialist, at nancyh@nwbaptist.org
By Cameron Crabtree
MAY/JUNE 2017 Northwest Baptist Convention
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DO SOMETHING!
Road trips via cars, vans and church buses were vehicles to spiritual
growth for teenagers across the Northwest who journeyed to the 2017
Student Conference sponsored by the Northwest Baptist Convention.
Students poured into Pathway Church of Gresham, OR, on April 28-29
in typical teen fashion with exuberance and energy.
NWBC student ministry specialist Danny Kuykendall has stood at the helm of the conference for 19
years, although it was announced this would be his final conference as he looks toward retirement in the
near future.
Nearly 450 students and leaders enjoyed rousing worship led by the musical group We Three and were
encouraged to live sold out to Christ by Portland church planter Aaron Bennett. A full complement of
topical studies were offered throughout the two-day conference to give teens opportunities to deepen
their faith and a late night evening of fun options capped the event, which included putt-putt golf, laser
tag, swimming and a climbing wall.
16 Northwest Baptist Convention MAY/JUNE 2017

BIBLICAL.
MISSIONAL.
GLOBAL.
Our mission is to shape leaders who
expand God’s kingdom around the world.

FALL 2017 CLASSES INCLUDE:
• Ministry Finance & Strategic Planning
Dr. Randy Adams
• Introduction to Christian Counseling
Dr. Debbie Steele
• History of the English Bible
Dr. Mike Kuykendall
• Church History I
Dr. David Johnson

Priority deadline — July 15
New Student Orientation — August 21
Classes begin — August 28

APPLY TODAY

WWW.GS.EDU/APPLYNOW

Pacific Northwest Campus

formerly Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary

3200 NE 109TH AVE. • VANCOUVER, WA 98682
PNWC-INFO@GS.EDU • 360.882.2200
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Continued from Page 7

refugees, which explains the large number of Chin
people in our country. Only recently has the national
government of Myanmar allowed outsiders into the
Chin state. My wife and I were among the first to
travel there.
The Chin Baptist Convention that invited us was
formed in 2012 and has 64 churches. They have
broken away from the larger group of Chin churches
over theological liberalism and they want connections with Southern Baptists. To my amazement
they were quite familiar with the Baptist Faith and
Message. They have researched Southern Baptist
doctrinal beliefs and know of our missions commitment. They feel kinship with us and want to know us
better.
I was impressed by their own commitment to reaching the other people groups in Myanmar. Although
they are poor, Chin believers have sent seven missionaries to the unreached in their own country. They
started a theological college that provides three
years of training. Their commitment to educating
teachers and pastors is strong. They want American pastors and professors to come and supplement their teaching with one or two-week intensive
classes.
In all my years of ministry, our experience with our
Chin Baptist brothers and sisters was among the

best and most humbling experiences we’ve ever had.
Never have I met a more generous, gracious people.
It was overwhelming.
One man summed up the Chin people quite well. He
said, “In the Chin state we have no natural resources.
We have no factories or manufacturing. We have no
seaport and we have no airport. We have only one
thing – the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. This is
what we have … and that is the best thing.”
Paula and I plan a return visit next year. We want to
help them get books for their theological college. We
want to advocate for them in whatever ways might
strengthen their work in reaching the people of
Myanmar. And we want to see our friends again.
On one occasion when their leadership was apologizing for what they could not do, I said to them, “We
often look at ourselves and see what we are not.
But when I look at you I see a people of courage,
perseverance, generosity and deep faith.” Those
weren’t just words. They describe aptly an isolated
and persecuted people, who have so effectively
shared Christ across the villages in the Chin hills,
that they are more Christian than almost any people,
anywhere, in the entire world. It’s a missions miracle,
indeed.
By Randy Adams
Lian Mung (left) an evangelist and president
of a theological college in Myanmar, served as
an interpreter for Randy & Paula Adams during
their mission trip. Pictured also are Lian’s wife,
Daisy, and son Judson.
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Continued from Page 11

A new church logo and website designed by Kristen
presents an attractive online presence.

plexes. We have already grown without really trying
through this phase. Ultimately, I would love to help
other churches do what we are doing, by revitalizing
churches and seeing new churches birthed.”

On the horizon for Evergreen Baptist is Vacation
Bible School, which will be held for the first time in
several years, according to Johnson. An ordination
to the gospel ministry is slated in the future and he
plans to attend seminary.

While Johnson would consider full-time ministry in
the future, he feels called to his bi-vocational role for
now. He sold his home in Gresham, OR, to move to
his new ministry location.
“I have sense of peace and inevitability with how God
engineered my circumstances and am not worried
about failure,” Johnson said.

“We have been focused on our facility, but we’re
sending our mailers, door hangers and invitations to
our neighbors,” Johnson added. “We want to meet
tangible needs for those in nearby apartment com-

By Sheila Allen

Senior Adult
Retreat
Oct. 23-25, 2017

Cannon Beach Conference Center
Special Guests:
•
•

Stanley Hughes, Pastor, Richland Baptist Church
Brad Smith and “Grandy”, Pastor, LifeChange
Christian Fellowship in Tillamook, OR

Registration Information:

• Lodging assignments made upon registration and
payment received
• Room Requests are considered but not guaranteed
		

Prices are per person and include:
• Monday & Tuesday Dinner
• Tuesday & Wednesday Breakfast

Beach Front
# of guests
Rate per
per room
Guest
1
210.00
2
195.00
3
180.00
4
165.00

Pacific View
# of guests
Rate per
per room
Guest
1
210.00
2
195.00
3
180.00
4
165.00

East Haven
# of guests
Rate per
per room
Guest
1
190.00
2
170.00
3
155.00
4
150.00

(Not all rooms have
ocean view - See
www.cbcc.net for more
facility information)

Questions? Contact Marsha Gray, 360.882.2102 or email at marshag@nwbaptist.org
Send fees and room request to: NWBC Senior Adult Retreat, 3200 NE 109th Ave., Vancouver, WA 98682

Church
Guest name
Address
Phone #

Email
Building Choice

Name of roommate if
Other than spouse
Check here if you would like to come but do not
have transportation
MAY/JUNE 2017 Northwest Baptist Convention
Pay $50 a month with balance paid by October 15, 2017
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Cooperative Program Giving ...
... partnering with more than 46,000 churches to make Christ known at home, across the nation, and around the world.

Region 4

Region 1
Auburn-Igl Hispana LifeWay
Auburn-Lifeway Ch Auburn
Auburn-Auburn Celebration
Auburn-Reliance
Auburn-Solid Ground
Bellevue-Essential
Bellevue-Lake Hills
Bellevue-Leaven Church
Bellevue-Well Commun
Bellingham-Living Word
Bellingham-Community
Bellingham-Fil-Am
Bellingham-Immanuel
Blk Diamond-Chap Wood
Bonney Lake-Church Club 1
Bothell-Living Spring
Bothell-Hallows W Seattle
Bothell-CrossPointe
Bothell-Dwelling Place
Bothell-Iglesia Cristiana
Bothell-Queensgate
Bothell-Tabern de Dios
Burlington-Calvary
Camano Island-Restoration
Clear Lake-FBC
Darrington-Mt View
Des Moines-The Mountain
Edmonds-North Seattle
Edmonds-One In Christ
Edmonds-Rock of Hope
Enumclaw-FBC
Everett-Redemption Ch
Everett-The Journey
Everett-Pinehurst
Everett-S Everett Comm
Everett-Silver Lake
Fed Way-First Ukranian
Fed Way-Antioch Korean
Fed Way-FBC
Fed Way-Grace All Nations
Fed Way-Korean-Amer

J-A17
420
200
2,219
553
89
2,934
2,788
1,200
3,671
400
100
720
180
3,274
50
283
1,000
5,185
827
854
400
721
1,640
632
600
1,316
1,858
100
300
4,853
1,125
3,898
6,931
2,100
2,800
1,819
400
150
300
512
2,334

J-A17
Fed Way-Lifeway
1,000
Fed Way-Light Church
1,077
Fed Way-Nine Lakes
572
Federal Way-Christ Church
200
Federal Way-SoundSide
832
Hamilton-FBC
4,960
Issaquah-Foothills
12,498
Kenmore-Landing Church
517
Kenmore-Disciple Making
50
Kent-Bread of Life
60
Kent-International Christian
200
Kent-Sequoia
7,700
Kirkland-Bridge Church
716
Lakewood-Calvary S Sound
98
Lakewood-Emmaus
250
Lakewood-FBC
26,282
Lakewood-Good Shepherd
240
Lakewood-Kaleo Community 1,039
Lynden-La Vid Verdadera
599
Lynnwood-Healing
60
Lynnwood-EagleWing
1,494
Lynnwood-Global Mission
200
Lynnwood-Japanese
546
Lynnwood-Martha Lk
3,767
Lynnwood-ONE Church
280
Lynnwood-Seattle Bridge
2,357
Maple Falls-Mt. Baker
170
Maple Valley-Hope
11,000
Marysville-Emmanuel
1,908
Mill Creek-Adullam
988
Monroe-FBC
8,791
Mount Vernon-Christian
973
Mount Vernon-Trinity
3,333
Oak Harbor-Christian Fellow 200
Oak Harbor-Southern
3,331
Puyallup-High Pointe
11,294
Puyallup-South Hill
459
Puyallup-Sunrise
11,767
Puyallup-Washington Mission 129
Redmond-FBC Rose Hill
834
Redmond-Korean Hope
100

J-A17
Redmond-Meadowbrook
24,159
Renton-Calvary
3,695
Renton-Church of Beloved 2,500
Renton-Iglesia Vida
800
Renton-NewStory
901
Renton-Sarang
300
Renton-Trinity
1,600
Roy-Nisqually Valley
718
Sammamish-21st Century
536
SeaTac-Riverton Heights
500
Seattle-The Hallows
3,000
Seattle-Chinese Southern
8,692
Seattle-Epic Life
1,277
Seattle-FBC Beverly Pk
1,158
Seattle-Gracepoint
200
Seattle-Living Water Chinese 924
Seattle-New Covenant
500
Seattle-Roots Community
655
Seattle-Thien An
900
Sedro Woolley-Cross Country 813
Sedro Woolley-Skagit
400
Sedro Woolley-Valley
1,994
Snohomish-Bridge
1,503
Snohomish-BridgeCity
2,007
Sultan-Lighthouse
1,175
Tacoma-Grit City
565
Tacoma-The Pathway
1,322
Tacoma-E.Tacoma Filipino
75
Tacoma-Filipino Inter
250
Tacoma-Highland Hill
2,206
Tacoma-Japanese Intl
2,005
Tacoma-New Beginnings
39
Tacoma-New Hope
73
Tacoma-Tacoma FBC
17,000
Tacoma-Vietnamese
447
Tacoma-VMCM
180
Yelm-First
1,962
Yelm-Ignite Church
717
Total:
272,355

J-A17
28,063
446
222
3,313
11,763
1,589
500
100
105
14,502
2,803
439

J-A17
Port Orchard-Evergreen
165
Port Orchard-FBC
3,801
Port Townsend-San Juan
5,536
Rainier-Delena
248
Randle-Reconciled
2,156
Scappoose-Creekside
913
Sequim-FBC
5,126
Silverdale-Clear Creek
1,535
Silverdale-Connections
160
Silverdale-Kitsap Christian
450
Toledo-FBC
8,029
Tumwater-The Canvas
203
Vaughn-Key Peninsula
519
Total:
117,592

J-A17
800
8,356
440
8,590
543
200
1,200
600
405
2,266
314
800
2,163
1,119
200
1,127
50
500
3,910
328
840

J-A17
Ptld-Zomi Bethel
845
Ridgefield-Discovery Pointe 1,236
Rufus-Bapt Ch at Rufus
391
The Dalles-Emmanuel
1,678
Tigard-Hall Blvd
3,206
Tigard-Japanese Intnl
600
Tillamook-Life Change
1,934
Vancouver-Ukrainian
200
Vancouver-CrossPointe
11,111
Vancouver-Evergreen
903
Vancouver-Fourth Plain
351
Vancouver-Grace
800
Vancouver-Korean
400
Vancouver-Revival
600
Vancouver-Romanian
1,893
Vancouver-Song of Hope
400
Vancouver-Trinity
2,099
Vancouver-Vietnamese
160
Wilsonville-Creekside
2,660
Total:
135,251

Region 2
Bremerton-Sonshine
Castle Rock-FBC
Centralia-Alder Street
Chehalis-Dayspring
Dryad-Community
Elma-Bethany
Kalama-Kalama
Lacey-FBC
Lacey-New Zion
Lacey-Principe de Paz
Longview-Beacon Hill

J-A17
1,735
2,295
266
4,870
1,049
799
3,746
5,377
500
3,265
1,006

Longview-FBC
Longview-Highlands
Longview-La Iglesia
Longview-Robert Gray
Longview-Valley
Ocean Shores-Faith Com
Olympia, Westwood
Olympia-Vietnamese
Olympia-Joy
Olympia-McKenzie Road
Port Angeles-Hillcrest
Port Hadlock-Oak Bay

Region 3
J-A17
Battle Ground-Comm
438
Beavercrk-NW Contexture 1,661
Beaverton-FBC
8,824
Beaverton-Global
150
Beaverton-Iglesia Bautista 1,593
Beaverton-New Creation
300
Bingen-FBC
538
Boring-Orient Drive
1,041
Boring-Iglesia Vida Nueva
1,330
Camas-Lacamas Heights
695
Estacada-Clackamas Vly
707
Forest Grove-Fellowship
716
Forest Grove-The Crossing
546
Goldendale-Columbus Ave 7,186
Gresham-Pathway
35,932
Gresham-Punto de Gracia
60
Happy Valley-Trinity
1,768
Hillsboro-New Life
2,887
Hood River-Tucker Road
2,039
Klickitat-Klickitat Valley
424
Lake Oswego-Lake Bible
200

20

McMinnville-Grace
McMinnville-Valley
Mt Hood Parkdale-Parkdale
Newberg-Chehalem Valley
Odell-FBC
Prtld-Flavel Street
Prtld-Mien Fellowship
Prtld-Antioch Christian
Prtld-Bridge City
Prtld-Holgate
Prtld-Kaleo Communities
Prtld-Korean Logos
Prtld-Mill Park
Prtld-New Harvest
Prtld-Oregon Antioch
Prtld-Remedy City
Prtld-Renaissance
Prtld-Sellwood
Prtld-Solid Rock
Prtld-Vietnamese Revival
Prtld-Word of Life Romanian

Northwest Baptist Convention MAY/JUNE 2017

J-A17
Albany-Calvary
3,660
Albany-Knox Butte
40
Bend-River Woods
150
Bend-Summit Community
707
Corvallis-Branch
3,536
Corvallis-Grant Avenue
20,113
Cottage Grove-Calvary
958
Creswell-New Hope
8,833
Dallas-FBC
960
Dexter-Dexter Baptist
705
Dorris-FBC
1,819
Drain-FBC
250
Eugene-Fairfield
13,419
Eugene-Japanese
99
Eugene-Riviera
2,704
Florence-FBC
5,666
Glendale-Glendale
1,455
Gold Beach-Sixth Street
679
Grants Pass-College Hghts 2,268
Grants Pass-Dayspring
30
K Falls-Ch on Homedale
6,919
Keizer-Cristiana Renuevo
1,195
La Pine-Whispering Pines
1,761
Lakeview-Trinity
1,546
Lebanon-Trinity
2,824
Madras-FBC
231
Medford-Living Hope
1,455

Region 5
J-A17
Airway Hts-Airway Hts
6,983
Airway Hts-Spokane Rock 1,000
Athol-Athol
6,458
Benton City-FBC
976
Bonners Ferry-Boundary
287
Brewster-Calvary
1,500
Burbank-Trinity
1,662
Cashmere-Evergreen
1,268
Cheney-Fellowship
1,412
Clarkston-Sonrise
2,462
Clarkston-Trinity
1,000
Coeur d’Alene-Emmanuel
5,254
Coulee City-Cowboy
98
Dayton-Faith Chapel
200
E Wenatchee-Eastmont
21,830
Ellensburg-Chestnut St
6,263
Greenacres-Greenacres
400
Harrison-Community
1,800
Heppner-Willow Creek
2,060
Hermiston-Grace
832
Hermiston-New Beginnings
425
Ione-Ione
1,171
Kellogg-FBC
4
Kennewick-Crossview
800
Kennewick-Finley First
800
Kennewick-Hillview
2,957
Kennewick-Kennewick
36,266
Kennewick-Quinault
4,006
La Grande-The Way
1,057
La Grande-Trinity
474
Leavenworth-FBC
5,082
Lewiston-Orchards
2,900
Lewiston-Tammany
10,675
Loon Lake-Mtn Lakes Fellow 198
Mead-Crossover
600
Moscow-Trinity
750
Moses Lake-Emmanuel
1,195
Newport-Newport So
3,157
Northport-FBC
660
Oakesdale-FBC
510
Orofino-FBC
119
Pasco-Redeemer Tri-Cities
835
Pasco-Emmanuel
1,052

J-A17
Medford-Lozier Lane
3,283
Medford-New Horizon
581
Monmouth-Central
944
Myrtle Creek-FBC
2,318
Newport-Calvary
748
North Bend-FBC
2,417
Phoenix-FBC
2,364
Prineville-Calvary
3,358
Prospect-Prospect
301
Redmond-Highland
54,864
Reedsport-Highlands
450
Rogue River-Grace
4,481
Roseburg-Bethany
30
Roseburg-Faith & Reason
314
Roseburg-Vine Street
7,612
Salem-Capital
8,425
Salem-Living Water
500
Siletz-Sacred Ground
898
Springfield-East Side
3,066
Springfield-Grace Korean
597
Springfield-Trinity
5,868
Sweet Home-Freedom
679
Terrebonne-Smith Rock
1,000
Toledo-FBC
1,265
Waldport-FBC
750
Warm Springs-Warm Sprgs
790
Winston-Community
4,833
Total:
196,716

J-A17
Pasco-International
367
Paterson-Community
583
Pendleton-Pendleton
698
Pilot Rock-Pilot Rock
1,812
Prosser-Calvary
893
Pullman-Emmanuel
10,980
Pullman-Grace and Glory
1,606
Pullman-Resonate
5,363
Quincy-Iglesia Nueva Vida
415
Rathdrum-New Beg
1,098
Rice-Victory
760
Richland-Reata Sprgs
8,572
Richland-Richland
68,749
Richland-Richland Hghts
1,615
Spirit Lake-Spirit Lake
1,366
Spokane Valley-Dishman
3,187
Spokane Valley-East Valley 2,243
Spokane Valley-Valleypoint 2,135
Spokane-Inland
414
Spokane-Crestline
660
Spokane-Driscoll Blvd
3,742
Spokane-North Addison
3,023
Spokane-Pinnacle
1,556
Spokane-River City
459
Spokane-Springhill Bible
800
Spokane-The Rock
2,777
Spokane-Windsor
2,295
St Maries-College Ave
497
Sunnyside-Trinity
970
Toppenish-Watering Hole
283
Union Gap-FBC
1,132
W Richland-Grace&Truth
2,590
W Richland-Reliance Fellow 4,025
Walla Walla-Blue Mt
1,541
Walla Walla-CenterPointe
500
Wapato-FBC
834
Wenatchee-Valley
1,800
Yakima-Terrace Hghts
5,619
Yakima-The Cross
4,127
Yakima-The River
582
Zillah-Mtn View
1,360
Total:
293,468
		

		

January through April Budget vs Actual Comparison
Budget
Actual
Variance
950,943
1,015,996
65,053

Report only includes churches that have contributed through the
Northwest Baptist Convention in January-April 2017. A full report of all
NWBC churches is available at www.gonbw.org/cp/

Group Resources Available
How can a church get more people connected relationally, serving in a ministry, involved in interactive
Bible study and caring for one another? To help
answer those questions, The Northwest Baptist
Convention hosted a Groups Matter workshop at
the Northwest Baptist Center in March.
Carter Shotwell, executive pastor of ministries for
Lake Pointe Church in Rockwall, TX, led the workshop to help participating churches increase their
ministry impact for Christ.
Carter shared that “groups are how we do church
and not just an optional program.” They are one of
the growth engines of the church and essential to
the process of making disciples. One of the primary
purposes of “big church” (worship services) is to get
people into “little church” (small groups) because
that is where real life change happens.
The workshop covered a number of critical topics
related to an effective small group system: developing a small group model, recruiting and training

leaders, reaching new people, multiplying groups, and
equipping teachers to lead interactive groups. After
each topic was taught, participants discussed and
wrote their own plans for carrying it out in their settings.
Participants from the workshop listed various ideas
they planned to implement. They included, “I have a
list of 18 things”, “Creating a clear pathway of next
steps for new people”, “changing my teaching style to
be more creative”, “Our church is essentially a small
group! A lot of the behavior and models can be applied to the way we run the whole church service. Especially the welcoming and personal contact elements.
I’ll be bringing this workbook to the church leadership
to see how we can implement these ideas and encourage growth.”
A video recording of the 2-day workshop is available
on a flash drive for $20. Accompaning workbooks are
$10. Order online at www.nwbaptist.org or contact Joe
Flegal at joef@nwbaptist.org 360.882.2121 for more
information.

Family Friendly

Motorcycle Rally

First Baptist Church • 747 Wheeler St. • Longivew, WA

Saturday, June 17, 10AM – 2PM
Family friendly
motorcycle rally
and bike show
Free hotdogs and
“Blazin’ Saddles” chili

Amazing motorcycle
Kidzone including our
incredible inflatable stunts by “Hollywood B &
West Coast Connection”
obstacle course
Live music by
“Truth Be Told”

Hundreds and hundreds
of custom motorcycles
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IMB worker Jack Wattanawongsawang engages in conversation with Japanese students who arrive
at a Shinto shrine to pray for success in their educational pursuits.
Continued from Page 5

Old traditions, modern challenges
Japanese spirituality has evolved during modern
times, from a country of ancient traditions to a nation
less-willing to devote itself to faith.
At the end of WWII, Emperor Hirohito renounced his
divinity as head of Shintoism, the indigenous religion, causing Japanese faith in general to collapse.
Shintoism and Buddhism are now largely cultural
observances rather than sources of faith.
Then, in 1995, Tokyo was attack by members of a
doomsday cult, who killed 13 people and injured
more than 6,000. This led to a harsh stigma against
outside religions, including Christianity.
Between these events and Japanese devotion to
tradition and rejection of change, missionaries face
a significant challenge. A conversation with a Japanese person about faith may be cordial, but an invitation to accept Christ — or simply to attend church
— may be politely declined.
Not giving up
The IMB currently has around 10 teams in Japan,
made of people who have dedicated themselves to
reaching the country. But even an active team may
only see one or two people per year come to Christ
and missionaries can often become discouraged.
This is where NWBC churches can step in.
The NWBC team learned it is difficult for missionaries to engage Japanese people socially. One need
identified was for volunteers to help with programs
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like English language events and activities for families to help connect with communities.
The Japanese also have a great need for mental
health counseling, as they believe it is a burden to
others to talk about problems. Psychiatrists are few
and are often overwhelmed with patients and depend on prescriptions rather than counseling.
Serving those who serve
Prayer and encouragement are also needed as
many long-term missionaries lose enthusiasm. Donn
Broeker, Japan “cluster leader” for IMB, said missionaries often adopt the Japanese mentality of
not rocking the boat and, if the gospel is truly being
shared, people will feel challenged.
“I do believe, as Christians, we need to be taking
risks,” said Broeker. “…It’s not the ambassador’s job
to change the message in any way, but to speak the
truth in love.”
Ronny Cooksey, NWBC team leader and former IMB
missionary in Japan, said short-term teams can bring
renewed energy to those in-country and Northwest
churches can have a strong impact this way.
“Short-term missionaries have not been tied down by
discouragement and cultural morays,” said Cooksey.
Northwest churches are encouraged to independently connect with mission teams in Japan and opportunities to serve can begin through NWBC.
By Stephen Floyd

WORKPLACE DOORWAY TO SHARING GOSPEL
I’ve had the privilege lately of seeing an increasing
number of people at all stages of life express interest in joining the global mission of God through the
International Mission Board. Many wonder how they
can be preparing to go.
On one level, it’s simple: current faithfulness in your
assignments is the greatest predictor of future fruitfulness. So, serve where you are.
One critical arena of faithfulness is your evangelistic
witness. Being a faithful evangelist in the workplace
doesn’t mean having Bible verses at your desk or
preaching in the break room. But being faithful starts
with performing your job to the best of your ability to
the glory of God.
Work can open doors to sharing the gospel, and we
should be ready for opportunities when they happen.
God has placed each of us in the location where we
are and he has given us the relationships we have
for a specific reason. Here are four ways to provoke
gospel conversations with people at work:
How we speak
The easiest way to identify yourself as a Christian
is with your words. Don’t operate in stealth mode.
When someone asks how your weekend was, go
beyond the standard response of “Good, how about
you?” Tell them about church or how you shared life
with church friends. It is increasingly rare to meet
Christians in the workplace.
We should also use words to encourage and build
up. Compliment people on work they’re doing. Let
them know you appreciate them. Be specific.
Conversely, be conscious of the temptation to join in
grumbling and gossiping. As Christians, our citizenship is with another world, represented with a different kind of word.
Use questions well. Questions help condition ourselves not to be self-focused and self-absorbed.
They draw people out, and they tend to cause people
to ask questions back.
How we work
Work with excellence. When you make your faith

known, you’re effectively volunteering to hold a giant
microscope up over your head. Expect to be scrutinized.
Our work should be done in a way that reflects the
creativity, purpose and goodness of God. We should
take pride in our work as image bearers and representatives of God. The content of our lives at work
should reinforce, not undermine, the content of the
gospel message we share.
How we relate
Coworkers aren’t “projects,” but we want to be proactive and strategic about the relationships we build
with coworkers in order to break through the professional boundaries that can form.
How we live
Our life patterns can commend the gospel by: being someone who speaks in ways that honor your
spouse and your family; being a faithful, conscientious parent; being the one to take the lead to serve
a colleague in need and perhaps organizing others
to do the same; visiting a colleague in the hospital;
learning the names of a colleague’s spouse and
children and asking about them.
Such actions should be the pattern of our lives. They
can powerfully provoke others to ask questions and
open doors for us to share the good news of Christ.
Evangelism equals proclamation of the gospel
Ultimately, it’s not you or your ability to answer questions in the most dazzling, persuasive way that will
bring about new life in Christ. It’s the gospel and
the Holy Spirit breathing new life into your coworker
who hears its message. Clearly speak the gospel
and leave it to God to do the work. Make it clear the
gospel requires a response, and Christ is the only
way to salvation.
Developing these patterns of faithfulness will grow
your love for the lost. This is the heart of the missionary -- to meet them at their point of need with the
hope of the gospel.
By Sebastian Traeger, the IMB’s executive vice
president. He previously worked in business
and technology.
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Can one person make a difference?
The answer is a resounding:

YES!
You can leave an enduring legacy through the Northwest Baptist Foundation.
Whether by charitable giving, establishing an estate plan with eternal significance, or
any number of other financial services offered, let the Foundation help you make a
lasting impact.
“As we neared retirement we needed help pulling
together a number of pieces that required legal
expertise. Clint was very helpful in setting up the
documents and gave invaluable advice and encouragement on future plans.”
~Dr. Keith Larson—Portland, OR

Visit nwbaptistfdn.org
Or call: 360.882.2250

“May the Lord...encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and word.” ~ 2 Thess. 2:16-17
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