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VIEWPOINT

When Tomorrow Comes
A key leadership responsibility is preparing
for the future. That’s difficult considering
the chaotic, rapidly-changing time in which
we live. Still, there are things we know and
for which we can prepare.

Randy Adams
Executive Director

First, when tomorrow comes we will not be
exempt from the principalities and powers who are working to destroy human
life created in God’s image. As perplexing
as the manifestation of evil is, the Bible
shows us that our enemy works at every
level of society. How do we understand the
increasing coarseness of our political life,
the growing vulgarity in public life, even the
division and compromise that threatens
our church life, without knowing that our
enemy is working to destroy that which
God loves? Whatever happens tomorrow,
expect and prepare for spiritual opposition.
Second, though the powers of darkness
are working to destroy us, God has put
limitations on the principalities and powers.
Evil exists, but God is in control, and he
even uses evil men to accomplish good
things. We must not fall into the trap of
overestimating the enemy and underestimating God. When tomorrow comes, God
will be on his throne, hearing our prayers,
accomplishing his agenda, and rescuing
human beings from our sin and stupidity.
This is our true basis for optimism when
tomorrow comes.
Third, discipling children is essential for a
bright tomorrow. If you don’t disciple your
children, the world will. The principalities
and powers work to distort the human
mind and this begins in childhood. Preschool children develop ideas about the
world’s workings, and the “powers” work
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to conform the minds and hearts of our
kids to the world’s ways. We must fight
this. Every believer, every church, must
work to reach children and teach them to
obey God. Whatever you do, don’t forget
the children who will inhabit tomorrow’s
world.
Fourth, the American church is returning to the norm. The church is a pilgrim
people, out-of-step with society, increasingly poor, often persecuted. The American church has escaped the norm for
much of our history, but that is changing.
We need to prepare for this. Most of the
world’s believers are already poor and
persecuted. There are more Christians
in Africa than in Europe and the United
States combined, and they are mostly
poor. China has about the same number
of weekly worshippers as the U.S. does,
and they are persecuted.
I’m not saying the American church will
experience what the Asian church does
today, but a bright tomorrow requires that
we put our hope in God and not in the
American political process. Not that we
should abandon political participation,
but spiritual work is done on our knees
before an open Bible.
In this issue of the Witness you will read
about Bill Crews, retired NWBC executive director and former seminary president, who recently graduated to heaven.
He was a friend, mentor and example to
many of us. Bill was a leader who always
looked to the future. May each of us do
like wise.
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NO
ADDICTION KNOWS

BOUNDARIES

U-Turn For Christ
is a residential drug and alcohol program
dealing with men who are seeking restoration from drug and alcohol
addiction, through our Lord Jesus Christ. We are based entirely on the Word of God,
the Bible, and get all counsel from it. Jesus is the only way to true freedom from the
bondage of the sin of addiction.
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T

he ravages of
addiction knows no boundaries, cutting
across cultures, gender, age and economic status.
Standing firm for nearly a decade with efforts to
stem the tide of fallout and devastation is U-Turn for
Christ, a restorative ministry in Southern Oregon led
by Kevin Darr.
“This is a program for men geared toward people in
bondage to addiction,” Darr said. “The people that we
have ministered to vary from those just out of jail to
those with PHDs, homeless guys to CEOs and pastors. Drugs and alcohol is epidemic and affects all
areas of our culture.”
Housed for several years at Lampman Road Baptist
Church in Gold Hill, OR, where Darr also served as
pastor, the ministry ran out of room for those seeking help. Darr searched for a new location without
success until a golden opportunity was dropped from
heaven.
“A man randomly came through and told me about
property he had that was available for kingdom
work,” Darr stated. “Within two weeks we signed
paperwork for access to 166 acres of property, an
amazingly scenic place to minister to these men.”
The farm home on the property was originally built
in 1904 and owned by a Dutch family whose last
remaining member came to know Christ at age 91.
With no other relatives, the owner wanted the land
used for ministry.

“After sitting vacant
for 14 years, we came upon it and
God opened it up for us,” Darr said. “We have a perpetual lease, that they practically gave to us and we
can be there as long as we want. There are a group
of trustees that manage it and now I have become a
trustee as well.”
The facilities on the grounds can currently house 25
men and U-Turn is considering renovating another
on-site building into an apartment that would serve
eight more. The property, which is 20 miles from
Gold Hill, and just outside Grants Pass, OR, also has
other buildings that need restoration.
U-Turn for Christ now operates the Grants Pass
location as a highly structured two-month program
for those first leaving their life of addiction behind.
Those who complete phase one then move to Gold
Hill for another six months to continue the intensive
effort to make complete life change.
“It is a unique opportunity for those fresh from the
streets or right out of the boardroom to focus on
Christ and get well together,” Darr noted. “We try to
limit the distraction of the outside world. They get on
well together, and even though there has been normal bickering, that just allows opportunity to teach
them resolution in Godly ways.”
Continued on page 18
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ENCOUNTER
WITH GOD SPAWNS
MULTIPLE CHURCHES
A

career move first brought Masaomi
Takeuchi to the Northwest from his
native Japan, but a life changing encounter with God redirected his career and
life.
“I worked for a Japanese engineering company
in 1987 and came to the United States, working in Portland,” Takeuchi said. “The company
provided me with an English tutor and he was a
member of the Japanese International Baptist
Church in Tigard, OR, which was a small church.
That is when I first heard of Jesus Christ and I
was baptized a few months later.”
Takeuchi felt compelled to return to Tokyo a year later, in hopes of attending seminary and evangelizing
his fellow countrymen, but after searching diligently,
he found no institutions to further his education. He
sought advice from Mike Yokoy, pastor of Japanese
International, who suggested he return to the U.S.
Takeuchi quit his job and struck out on faith.

“I had savings and a couple supported me,” Takeuchi
noted. “A church in Portland let me stay in a house
they owned and my tutor let me use a car while I
attended the Pacific Northwest campus of Golden
Gate Seminary (now Gateway Seminary.)”
Although he sought a pastoral position in a church in
Japan after seminary, with no experience, he had little success. But Japanese International was expanding their territory with a Bible study in Tacoma, with
Yokoy traveling there every Monday and Takeuchi
was asked to shepherd the group. Japanese International Baptist Church of Tacoma became a formal
congregation in 1993, meeting in borrowed space.
Takeuchi eventually married and had had a family as
he ministered in his new hometown of Tacoma.
“Most of the people we reach are Japanese ladies in
mixed-race marriages,” Takeuchi said. “Some of their
husbands might be Christian, but may not attend
church. The husbands, many who are servicemen,
are often uncomfortable coming to church, so the
ministry grew slowly.”
In 1996, Takeuchi started another Bible study in
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Bremerton, WA, and the congregation at Kitsap Lake
Baptist Church supported the ministry by providing
the use of their facility. This ministry also reaches
many Japanese women who attend the Bible study
after their children are in school.
The Japanese Church Planting Network was formed
in 2002 after Pastor Yokoy of the Tigard church
received a vision from God about a network of Japanese churches and was eagerly joined by Japanese
International in Tacoma and a sister church in Phoenix, AZ. Since 2002, the network has grown to 15
congregations across the U.S.
As more people of Japanese descent located in the
northern part of the Puget Sound, Takeuchi assisted
with a church plant in Lynnwood until the congregation grew large enough to call their own pastor,
Gordon Kaneda.
“We gave birth to that church,” Takeuchi added. “We
currently have two services at our church in Tacoma
on Sunday morning and then drive to Bellevue in the
afternoon for another small gathering of 25 people.”
As the cost of property skyrocketed, the Japanese

International Baptist Church in Tacoma received a
gift from God, as the city issued a special use zoning
permit for them to build a facility on property they
owned.
“For six years we used a small house and saved
money,” Takeuchi said. “It is really difficult to borrow money for a small church. We spent five years
completing the building and it was finished in 2011,
although we still have a mortgage.”
Of the 15 churches started through the Japanese
network, only seven churches have pastors.
“We are always praying about who will succeed us in
ministry,” Takeuchi stated. “We are looking for Japanese/Americans, as we need church leaders that
understand both and are praying for that. We encourage our people to join two week overseas mission trips. We need a world view and as God raises
more people to go, he will increase our population in
our churches.”

By Sheila Allen
MARCH/APRIL 2017
2017 Northwest
MARCH/APRIL
Northwest Baptist
Baptist Convention
Convention
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“SIMPLE” GOSPEL
REACHES
INTERNATIONAL
STUDENTS
Northwest Baptist Convention MARCH/APRIL 2017

P

ierce and Yae Hite are part of a
gospel movement on the campus

of Central Washington University, where
they share a heart of love for international students on campus, some of whom
have never heard the gospel message
before.
Pierce and Yae have partnered with church planters Jacob and Jessica Dahl, who God used to plant
Resonate Church on CWU’s campus. Pierce and Yae
had been praying for a church to connect with in Ellensburg, and that’s when Yae met Jessica.
“I felt strongly that my meeting Jess was not a
coincidence,” Yae says. When Pierce met the Dahls,
he was immediately drawn by their desire to work
alongside others to fulfill the Great Commission.
After their initial encounters, Pierce and Yae’s heart
for reaching Japanese transfer students only grew.
CWU welcomes over 100 Japanese students each
year. The window to reach them is short but wide
open, since transfer students are typically more open
to experiencing and learning new ideas. Pierce and
Yae didn’t see much outreach happening with international students at CWU, so they decided to start it
themselves, in partnership with Resonate Church.
They began an international small group called the
“International Village” — which primarily connected
students from Japan, Nepal. Saudi Arabia, and China.
With others from Resonate Church, Pierce and Yae
planned barbecues and hosted game nights for international students, then invited them to small group
along with American students who could build relationships with them. They wanted to create a safe
and welcoming place, even for students who decided
they didn’t believe in the gospel.
At International Village, after an hour of eating dinner
together and hanging out, Pierce and Yae walked
students through spiritual and gospel-centered
discussions. For Japanese students who didn’t fully

understand English, Yae clarified questions for them
in Japanese. They tried to keep discussions open so
students can share what they really think.
Yae says Japanese people tend to give only positive
responses based on their cultural value of harmony.
“That’s why it’s important to build relationships with
them, so they are honest with us when talking about
Jesus, even when what they think about Jesus is
negative or have questions and doubts,” she says.
The group did not come without its challenges.
Pierce and Yae had to fight the notion Christianity is
a “western religion” and Japanese students will be
“less Japanese” if they decide to follow Jesus. The
language barrier was also an obstacle, but Pierce
says he’s learned the truth of the gospel can be
explained in simple language. “When you can do that,
you force yourself to really understand it,” he says.
“It’s a beautiful and powerful thing.”
Both Pierce and Yae have had to trust the Holy Spirit’s as they sow the seed, even when they don’t see a
lot of tangible fruit from their efforts. “Last year, three
students stated they wanted to follow Jesus, but
then quickly backed out,” Pierce says. “It was really
hard to deal with emotionally. But ultimately, it is up
to the individual to respond to the Holy Spirit working
in them, and I cannot make that happen myself.”
Regardless of disappointments, Pierce and Yae have
seen God working, especially in the life of Sumasa,
a Japanese student who brought deep hurts into the
loving Resonate community. “You could tell he was
trying to process why these people cared about him,”
Pierce says. “Through that, he accepted Christ and
now he is back in Japan, living out his faith there.”
As Yae finishes her education, the couple prays
about the future God has for them—one that could
include moving to Japan and reaching young people
there. “I believe that our time at Resonate has been
preparing us to be practical in spreading the gospel,”
Yae says. Even though their time with the international students at CWU is limited, they know and
believe there is no limit to what God can do.
By Jim Burton
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CUBAN CRACKDOWN SPURRED CHURCH GROWTH

AUTHENTIC EXPRESSION

N

orthwest-born Anton
Fero doesn’t “carry
around church baggage”
from his youth, because
he never heard the name
of Jesus. Now the church
planter apprentice from
Mt. Vernon, WA, envisions
a community of believers
who are supernaturally
linked to one another as
family.

Most recently transplanted from
San Diego, Fero traveled the nation in creative outlets as a singer
and theater performer. In multiple
venues along the way, he met
many Christ followers who impacted him. He started his walk with
the Lord in New York City after
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meeting his wife, Courtney.

Now Fero and a team from San
Diego have made North Portland
their home and are committed
to reaching their neighborhood
through authentic relationships
that speak to the millennial generation.
“I spent every moment with others – truly lived life with them, and
16 people joined me in this,” Fero
said of the group that transplanted
their lives from California to start
The Common Place. “Right now
11 people live in my house. We
are seeing immense power in others seeing our household.”
Fero intends to minister as a bivocational leader and runs a cross
fit gym, where he is connecting
with locals.

Northwest Baptist Convention MARCH/APRIL 2017

“We want to live a life of generosity and that connects millennials
like you can’t believe,” Fero noted.
“Our goal is to live as the Acts
church did with open hands. We
have already been able to bless
someone with a $3,000 car.”

That spirit is attractive to others
and led the owner of a nearby
coffee shop to offer the keys to
his business to Fero for use during off-hours. Before coming to
Portland, Fero initially envisioned
himself in the core of Portland
and prayed over the city with his
wife, but was ultimately drawn to
the St. Johns neighborhood. Fero
has since learned that there hasn’t
been a sustainable church plant
there in more than 15 years.
“We have a family and are inviting
people to join it,” Fero said. “Young

REACHING MILLENNIALS
people want something authentic.
So many people need help, so we
regularly just go out and help folks
with projects by investing capital
in them.”

centered on being disciples that
make disciples.

“St. Johns is full of church runaways, with lots of brokenness
and depression,” Fero stated.
“My dream is to redefine church
planting and the decision to be
bi-vocational is a strategic call. We
have artists, baristas and creative
types joining us.”

“I have seen people physically
healed, addictions broken and
relationships repaired,” said Dave
Thomas, who joined forces with
Fero after a high profile Navy career. “I came to know the Lord at
age six, but struggled with legalism in the church. Even though I
was blessed in my career, sin and
lawlessness came into my marriage, as God was trying to get my
attention. There was a lot of darkness. I met Anton and recognized
his integrity and God’s calling on
his life. Going through teaching
with him, I realized is wasn’t like
what I grew up with.”

The Common Place will not only
have a culture of family and
generosity, but a primary focus is

Thomas developed a level of trust
and openness with Fero that allowed him allowed him to work

Fero has found many people who
grew up in church, know something about God and have moved
to Portland, but are disaffected
from church.

through the struggles he face and
his life quickly changed. He now
is living in Portland and is here
to support Fero and live out the
strong evangelistic drive kindled
in him.
Meanwhile, Fero is seeking a
permanent location for the gym
that can perform double duty as a
ministry home base.
“Our vision is to operate off 20
percent of our funds and give 80
percent away,” Fero said. “We are
reframing a lot of the context of
what is known as church. “We
write our own music and have an
album of electronic worship. Music
needs to reach beyond the walls
of a church and turns every space
into the Father’s house.”
By Sheila Allen
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END
JOINING THE FIGHT TO

Andrea Benson and her family have
made a commitment to join the fight
against human trafficking with a
permanent reminder in the form of a
tattoo. Using the acronym BRAVE in the
tattoo, for” Beautifully Restored and
Victoriously Empowered” along with a red
X that signifies the “End it” movement, the
Bensons family stands in solidarity. “End it”
is a coalition of the leading organizations
in the world in the fight for freedom,
bringing awareness, prevention, rescue
and restoration.
12 Northwest Baptist Convention MARCH/APRIL 2017

SEX TRAFFICKING

A

fter graduating from California Baptist University, all Andrea Benson

wanted was love, marriage and a family.

Andrea’s parents were uncomfortable with her new
relationship, but couldn’t see the depths of what
began happening.

Andrea, now 27, was a firstborn for Jim and Kerry
Benson of Portland, OR. The family became part of
Pathway Church (formerly Greater Gresham Baptist
Church) 20 years ago and quickly became involved
in church life and ministries.

“She was living at home so our radar wasn’t up,” said
Jim Benson, Andrea’s father. “We told her we didn’t
think it was a good idea to go and meet someone
and we didn’t meet him right away. She eventually
decided to spend nights there and we warned her
we wouldn’t allow her to keep the car she had with
that choice. That wasn’t the smartest decision on our
part, as it pushed her into his arms. We hoped she
would realize the need to come home.”

“I had a picturesque Christian family,” Andrea said. “I
was teased as a teen about how boy crazy I was, but
was involved in youth group and after a trip to Africa,
I knew I wanted to become a missionary.”

Her parents followed through with that warning.
Andrea’s “boyfriend” filled her mind with comments
about her controlling parents and made promises to
pay her student loans, have a family and more.

Andrea pursued a degree at CBU, but her path detoured her senior year when she began an intimate
relationship with a leader from her California church.

“We raised her knowing the Lord, but I wish I could
have trusted my instincts about him, so it shows me
how vulnerable and desperate she was,” said Kerry
Benson, Andrea’s mother. “We did not like having him
at our house and she eventually moved in with him.”

Instead, she began a journey filled with
pain for herself and her family.

“I felt shame for it and he didn’t acknowledge our
relationship to others -- a pregnancy scare ended it,
and I moved back to Oregon to get away following
graduation,” Andrea stated. “That was the beginning
of veering off-course.”

The trafficker first pressured Andrea by suggesting
she was younger and more attractive than the other
women he controlled and the pair would make a lot
of money. He set up the “dates” by advertising her
services on lurid websites such as Backpage, which
was subsequently shut down.

A period of loneliness and depression set in as
Andrea lost her social campus lifestyle and watched
many of her friends move toward marriage. So, she
began searching
online dating webI thought I could handle it for a couple of months, that he would
sites for a companprotect me and if I didn’t like it I could quit. He dangled promises for
ion.

“

”

when the acts were over. My biggest fear was of getting murdered
and my parents would find out that way.

Her only relationship
through the online
venue was based on deceptions, according to Andrea. In reality, her newfound boyfriend was living off
earnings from trafficking young women in the sex industry while claiming he ran a web design business.
Her trafficker was adept at feeding Andrea smooth
words of family, faith and permanence to groom her
for the nightmare to come.

“I thought I could handle it for a couple of months,
that he would protect me and if I didn’t like it I could
quit,” Andrea noted. “He dangled promises for when
the acts were over. My biggest fear was of getting
murdered and my parents would find out that way.”
Continued on page 14
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Her trafficker limited Andrea’s access to her
phone, money she earned and even monitored
her encounters via a computer. On occasions,
Andrea would balk at the situation and he would
kick her out of their home without a phone or
keys. Meanwhile, he reinforced her fears that
family and Christian friends would never accept
her.
“Andrea came back home during this phase and
we made the mistake of reminding her of house
rules – and she went back to him within a week,”
said Kerry. “In hindsight, she needed love and
reassurance. We have learned so much since
then.”
It was a dark time for both parents in which they
retreated from their church family for a period,
with Jim going for long, solitary walks, and Kerry
crying out to the Lord in the shower to mask her
pain.
A tip from a close friend to the Portland Police
Department’s sex crimes unit brought the drama
to a head. A sting operation was set up in a
hotel, attempting to frighten Andrea into leaving
the situation.
“They did not arrest me, but just wanted to scare
me, as they knew my background,” Andrea said.
“But my trafficker was sitting in the hotel lobby,
so they made the spontaneous decision to arrest
him on the spot.”
Although a grand jury convened in the case and
Andrea was required to speak about her experience, she still clung to the belief they could become a family. During his eventual imprisonment,
her trafficker underwent a supposed spiritual
conversion and was baptized in order to keep
Andrea, while still living a life of deceit.
It has been an uphill battle for Andrea to return
to a healthy place, with counseling, support
groups, the love of family and friends and a
renewed trust in God’s plan for her life. A police
officer involved throughout the ordeal became
a friend and connected Andrea with various
groups such as Compassion Connect, Abolition
14
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Now and Hands of Hope for survivors of trafficking. Another ministry, Mending the Soul, has
been a lifeline for her and provided a 12 week
study working through life issues, forgiveness
and the difference between guilt and shame.

Andrea’s parents are proud of the turnaround in
her life and are assisting in the effort to shield
other young women from a similar story.

“We think of them as drug addicted or other
negative fates, but that is not always the case
and a crime is happening against them,” said
The women in Mending the Soul prayed for me until I could pray
Kerry. “Andrea is trying
for myself. In order to let go of the shame, I had to forgive myself,
to bring a face to this
although I still feel anger. I have dreams of helping others, and God
epidemic and there are
continues to open doors for me to speak. I want other women to feel
still bumps in the road,
their voice is heard and while guilt is a good emotion from God, they
but she’s on the right
do not need to be ashamed of their story. I feel like I am in a honeypath.
moon phase by starting over with God.
“No one knew we
had been through
this stuff, so there was no manual to follow and
“The women in Mending the Soul prayed for me
there are no support groups for parents in our
until I could pray for myself,” Andrea recalled. “In
position,” Kerry noted. “My job is to support and
order to let go of the shame, I had to forgive mylove my daughter.”
self, although I still feel anger. I have dreams of
helping others, and God continues to open doors
for me to speak. I want other women to feel their “We are building our relationship with her and
doing our best to help her build her confidence
voice is heard and while guilt is a good emotion
and self-worth,” added Jim.
from God, they do not need to be ashamed of
their story. I feel like I am in a honeymoon phase
By Sheila Allen
by starting over with God.”

“

”

Churches are encouraged to fight for the lives of
young women ensnared in the sex industry, many
who do not have a stable family to fall back on.
Another avenue for churches to direct energy is
combating use of pornography, which often leads
men to engage in the sex industry, according to
Benson.
“I don’t advise online dating sites, especially free
ones,” Andrea said. “It’s good to use the internet
to research people met through those venues,
because there were so many signs I ignored.
Just because someone is on social media does
not mean their claims are true.”
A therapy dog named Patches is a constant
companion for Andrea and helps her fight Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder symptoms that are a
byproduct of her abuse. She became involved in
a church active in the fight against human trafficking.

CHURCH RESOURCES
The church is uniquely positioned to combat human
trafficking and to prevent it from happening in the
first place. Whether it is by protecting those in our
own communities, affirmatively seeking out the oppressed, or providing restoration for those who have
been rescued, the church is called to be Christ’s
hands and feet in our communities and all around
the world.
The Engage Together Initiative of the Alliance for
Freedom, Restoration and Justice has developed
curriculum specifically for churches with input from
experts serving in the field and churches already
engaged in combating human trafficking throughout
our nation. You will find resources for further learning
and distribution, ideas for how others are successfully combating human trafficking, and community
assessment tools that will guide your church to develop a strategic action plan unique to your church’s
strengths and your community’s needs. More information is available at engagetogether.com
15
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CHURCH
PARTNERS
TO MEET
SCHOOL NEEDS

A

unique school in Washington’s Spokane
Valley operates like a small town, with
all students holding jobs as they learn critical
life skills. Built for elementary age children
decades ago, City School is now a public
middle school next door to Dishman First
Baptist Church. The proximity affords natural connections and allowed the church to
become a strong community partner.
Founded in 1952, Dishman First Baptist is situated
in a prime location and enjoys a spacious facility.
More important is the impact members make in their
community and beyond, with a rich history of serving
others through missions.

an expanded list the next summer,” Bass stated. “All
of the teachers participated in the requests and one
teacher jokingly asked for an air conditioner, as the
dated school facility does not have A/C.”
A church member took his request to heart and
bought a portable air conditioner for the classroom.
“Our church is eating this up,” Bass said. “We write
the requested items on tags and hang them on a
Christmas tree, no matter the time of year.”
The school has 11 staff members, and each was
given at least a tub of items, which included paper,
pencils, glue and other basics. The church also provided lunch for staff as they delivered the supplies.

“At one time we used the school for AWANAs,” said
Gary Bass, pastor of the church for more than 15
years. “I was brainstorming with our ministry leaders
and we determined to see how we could help the
school.”
Church leaders sought input from school leaders,
who suggested the church could help with needed
supplies. Teachers were purchasing them at their
own expense, according to Bass.
“We bought everything on the list and then asked for

16
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Gary Bass, (center) pastor of Dishman First Baptist
Church, was given the “Above and Beyond” award at
the West Valley School Board meeting in recognition
of the support Dishman members have given to staff
and students at City School in Spokane Valley, WA.
Also pictured: Gene Sementi (left) West Valley School
District superintendent and Dusty Andres, City School
principal.

City School students apply to attend the alternativestyle middle school, which provides a project-based
education with many experiments and field trips.
Each student has a job for the last hour of the school
day and receives a new position each trimester. A
project class is part of the curriculum, and students
select a problem or a cause they are passionate
about, researching how to make a difference or educate people in the class or community.
The school includes a bank, city hall, police station,
court house, café, gym, computer lab, wood shop and
more.
“We only have one of our members who attends the
school,” Bass noted. “But we are adding to our partnership, as we are an evacuation site for the school,
in case of an emergency. We want them to see that
we care and that Jesus loves them.”
Bass asked the school principal before Christmas
if there were families that needed additional help.
They were provided the names of four families in
single parent homes who were underprivileged, and
Dishman members stepped up in a big way, giving

$1,400 on a single Sunday to provide gifts for the
families.
“The school now uses our building for exercise
classes every morning,” Bass said. “We just give them
a key, because we have a trust relationship.”
That trust is flowing both ways, as more conversations are occurring on a regular basis. In recent
weeks, the school principal, Dusty Andres, asked
Bass to attend a school board meeting held at City
School.
“He wanted me to meet the board members and I
figured there would be food, so of course I said yes,”
Bass quipped.
That evening, he was honored by the West Valley
School District with the “Above and Beyond” award
on behalf of the entire church family for the enhancements they have brought to City School.
“Our goal is for others to see the love of Jesus and
this was a great method to reach out and help.”
By Sheila Allen

Embracing Hope—Celebrating Jesus Risen!
“’For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the LORD,
‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you a
hope and a future.’” Jeremiah 29:11

3200 NE 109th Avenue l Vancouver, WA 98682 l 360.882.2250 l 800.594.2981
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Continued from Page 5

Lampman Road Baptist Church merged with nearby
Trinity Baptist Church in White City, with Darr continuing to serve as pastor. Serving alongside Darr is
Jon Cavnar, a U-Turn graduate who uprooted his life
to join efforts in a movement that changed his life
completely.
“Jon, by all standards, was someone who society had
given up on,”Darr said. “In his early teens and 20s, he
was a guy no one wanted to be around and spent
part of his youth incarcerated. He got shot and spiraled in life, but God radically got ahold of him when
he came through out ministry six years ago. He now
has a beautiful wife and family and God was tugging
on them to come back.”
A great need for U-Turn is a women’s facility, as they
receive almost as many requests for women as men
and Darr hopes to have a separate program for them
up and running in 2017. Graduates of the program
came from all over the United States, but 75 percent
are Northwesterners. Nearly 800 men have gone
through rehabilitation at U-Turn since 2008. Participants produced 25,000 pounds of produce from
the one acre Gold Hill site prior to the move. Now
80 acres are set aside in Grants Pass for organic
gardening.
“We use gardening to teach a work ethic and community involvement,” Darr added. “We are now able to
have lifestock, including a horse, pigs and chickens.
One of the greatest lessons they can learn is that
addiction is a selfish pursuit. We teach
to esteem others
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above themselves, a powerful lesson that can be
learned in gardening and other pursuits. Other activities to give back to the community have included
building ramps for the elderly and adopting a portion
of a highway to keep clean.”
While the men must contribute to enter U-Turn,
financing the ministry is a constant need.
“Funding for any church or ministry is often the biggest struggle,” Darr said. “We are limited on what
we can do and how we do it. We count heavily on
churches to partner with us, so spend time visiting in
their services letting people know who we are. We
will go anywhere to speak about our mission.”
Success stories are readily available for recall when
the value of U-Turn for Christ is presented.
“We had a man named Tommy who had been a
heroin addict for 25 years,” Darr reported. “He was
married to a Godly lady, but she finally divorced him
because their son had been exposed to so much.
After three years of no contact with them, he went
through phase one at U-Turn and then into phase
two. God then reignited their lives and they are
remarried and living in Georgia, where he has a great
relationship with his son. He owns his own landscaping business and is serving the Lord.”
By Sheila Allen
Those interested in
partnering with U-Turn for Christ
or needing assistance with addiction issues
may contact Darr at uturn4christoregon.com
or call 541.295.5161.

Lance Logue (upper left) of Pathway Church in Gresham,
OR, led teens of ministry families through a weekend focused on a “relentless” pursuit of Christ in life during the
2017 Eagle Retreat in Vancouver, WA. The February
event included worship led by Zack Gregor (top center) of Crosspointe Baptist Church in Vancouver, WA.
Longtime NWBC youth leader Danny Kuykendall
(lower left) was assisted by “Flight Instructors” Audrey Evans (upper right), Micah
Fitzpatrick (far right, above), Wendy
Kuykendall (center left),
Garret Harmon and Kelsey
Fitzpatrick. The next NWBC event for
teens is the 2017 Student Conference, April 28-29, in the Portland
metro area.

SAVE THE DATE!
Senior Adult Retreat

Oct. 23-24, 2017

Cannon Beach Conference Center

Watch for more information!
MARCH/APRIL 2017 Northwest Baptist Convention
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Cooperative Program Giving ...
... partnering with more than 46,000 churches to make Christ known at home, across the nation, and around the world.

Region 4

Region 1
Auburn-Igl Hispana LifeWay
Auburn-Lifeway Ch Auburn
Auburn-Auburn Celebration
Auburn-Solid Ground
Bellevue-Essential
Bellevue-Lake Hills
Bellevue-Leaven Church
Bellevue-Well Commun
Bellingham-Living Word
Bellingham-Immanuel
Blk Diamond-Chap Wood
Bonney Lake-Church Club 1
Bothell-Living Spring
Bothell-CrossPointe
Bothell-Dwelling Place
Bothell-Queensgate
Burlington-Calvary
Camano Island-Restoration
Clear Lake-FBC
Darrington-Mt View
Des Moines-The Mountain
Edmonds-One In Christ
Edmonds-Rock of Hope
Enumclaw-FBC
Everett-Redemption Ch
Everett-The Journey
Everett-Pinehurst
Everett-S Everett Comm
Everett-Silver Lake
Fed Way-Compass Christian
Fed Way-First Ukranian
Fed Way-Antioch Korean
Fed Way-FBC
Fed Way-Korean-Amer
Fed Way-Lifeway
Fed Way-Light Church
Fed Way-Nine Lakes

J-F 17
198
100
1,392
89
1,640
1,174
600
1,556
200
90
1,479
25
134
2,914
376
100
820
225
300
507
950
150
1,917
675
2,117
4,207
888
1,400
856
400
200
150
300
1,706
500
759
248

J-F 17
Federal Way-Christ Church
100
Federal Way-SoundSide
392
Hamilton-FBC
2,570
Issaquah-Foothills
6,409
Kenmore-Landing Church
517
Kent-Bread of Life
29
Kent-International Christian
100
Kent-Sequoia
4,620
Kirkland-Bridge Church
716
Lakewood-Emmaus
100
Lakewood-FBC
15,349
Lakewood-Good Shepherd
240
Lakewood-Kaleo Community 277
Lynnwood-Healing
30
Lynnwood-Global Mission
100
Lynnwood-Japanese
150
Lynnwood-Martha Lk
1,906
Lynnwood-ONE Church
150
Maple Falls-Mt. Baker
92
Maple Valley-Hope
5,500
Marysville-Emmanuel
946
Mill Creek-Adullam
453
Monroe-FBC
6,390
Mount Vernon-Christian
440
Mount Vernon-Trinity
1,328
Oak Harbor-Christian Fellow 100
Oak Harbor-Southern
1,928
Puyallup-High Pointe
4,555
Puyallup-South Hill
165
Puyallup-Sunrise
6,149
Puyallup-Washington Mission
63
Redmond-FBC Rose Hill
459
Redmond-Korean Hope
100
Redmond-Meadowbrook
19,338
Renton-Calvary
2,356
Renton-Iglesia Vida
400
Renton-NewStory
367

J-F 17
Renton-Trinity
800
Roy-Nisqually Valley
336
Sammamish-21st Century
268
SeaTac-Riverton Heights
300
Seattle-The Hallows
2,000
Seattle-Chinese Southern
4,503
Seattle-Epic Life
429
Seattle-FBC Beverly Pk
498
Seattle-Living Water Chinese 272
Seattle-New Covenant
500
Seattle-Roots Community
285
Sedro Woolley-Cross Country 813
Sedro Woolley-Skagit
200
Sedro Woolley-Valley
1,109
Snohomish-Bridge
1,105
Snohomish-BridgeCity
1,054
Sultan-Lighthouse
596
Tacoma-The Pathway
614
Tacoma-E.Tacoma Filipino
75
Tacoma-Highland Hill
569
Tacoma-Japanese Intl
990
Tacoma-New Beginnings
22
Tacoma-New Hope
32
Tacoma-Tacoma FBC
7,000
Tacoma-VMCM
90
Yelm-First
755
Yelm-Ignite Church
324
Total:
141,766

Longview-La Iglesia
Longview-Robert Gray
Longview-Valley
Ocean Shores-Faith Com
Olympia-Joy
Olympia-McKenzie Road
Port Angeles-Hillcrest
Port Hadlock-Oak Bay
Port Orchard-Evergreen
Port Orchard-FBC
Port Townsend-San Juan

J-F 17
100
2,785
6,337
208
35
8,133
1,706
282
165
2,004
2,635

J-F 17
Rainier-Delena
140
Randle-Reconciled
1,305
Scappoose-Creekside
456
Sequim-FBC
2,241
Silverdale-Clear Creek
892
Silverdale-Connections
90
Silverdale-Kitsap Christian
300
Toledo-FBC
4,139
Tumwater-The Canvas
203
Vaughn-Key Peninsula
250
Total:
62,201

McMinnville-Valley
Mt Hood Parkdale-Parkdale
Newberg-Chehalem Valley
Odell-FBC
Prtld-Flavel Street
Prtld-Mien Fellowship
Prtld-Antioch Christian
Prtld-Bridge City
Prtld-Holgate
Prtld-Kaleo Communities
Prtld-Korean Logos
Prtld-Mill Park
Prtld-New Harvest
Prtld-Oregon Antioch
Prtld-Remedy City
Prtld-Renaissance
Prtld-Sellwood
Prtld-Solid Rock
Prtld-Vietnamese Revival

J-F 17
4,584
140
4,933
237
100
600
300
266
813
58
400
1,151
348
200
1,127
25
500
1,379
150

Ptld-Zomi Bethel
Ridgefield-Discovery Pointe
Rufus-Bapt Ch at Rufus
The Dalles-Emmanuel
Tigard-Hall Blvd
Tigard-Japanese Intnl
Tillamook-Life Change
Vancouver-Ukrainian
Vancouver-CrossPointe
Vancouver-Evergreen
Vancouver-Fourth Plain
Vancouver-Korean
Vancouver-Revival
Vancouver-Song of Hope
Vancouver-Trinity
Vancouver-Vietnamese
Wilsonville-Creekside
Total:

Region 2
Bremerton-Sonshine
Castle Rock-FBC
Chehalis-Dayspring
Dryad-Community
Elma-Bethany
Kalama-Kalama
Lacey-FBC
Lacey-New Zion
Longview-Beacon Hill
Longview-FBC
Longview-Highlands

J-F 17
1,124
1,194
3,150
1,049
200
1,246
2,941
200
472
15,939
281

Region 3
J-F 17
Battle Ground-Comm
249
Beavercrk-NW Contexture 1,661
Beaverton-FBC
5,572
Beaverton-Iglesia Bautista
832
Beaverton-New Creation
300
Bingen-FBC
277
Boring-Orient Drive
697
Boring-Iglesia Vida Nueva
526
Camas-Lacamas Heights
266
Estacada-Clackamas Vly
331
Forest Grove-Fellowship
347
Forest Grove-The Crossing
301
Goldendale-Columbus Ave 2,893
Gresham-Grtr Gresham
11,047
Happy Valley-Trinity
713
Hillsboro-New Life
1,512
Hood River-Tucker Road
987
Klickitat-Klickitat Valley
328
McMinnville-Grace
400
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J-F 17
395
700
228
804
2,182
600
1,934
100
5,052
285
189
100
300
200
1,416
80
969
62,085

J-F 17
3,660
40
100
401
2,095
9,189
673
4,263
471
282
1,819
250
5,116
34
1,336
2,704
965
342
1,318
30
3,535
494
529
1,431
231
785
2,883

J-F 17
Medford-New Horizon
307
Monmouth-Central
478
Myrtle Creek-FBC
2,318
Newport-Calvary
748
North Bend-FBC
1,406
Phoenix-FBC
1,257
Prineville-Calvary
2,064
Prospect-Prospect
181
Redmond-Highland
29,539
Reedsport-Highlands
151
Rogue River-Grace
2,292
Roseburg-Faith & Reason
314
Roseburg-Vine Street
4,123
Salem-Capital
4,187
Salem-Living Water
367
Siletz-Sacred Ground
898
Springfield-East Side
1,655
Springfield-Grace Korean
443
Springfield-Trinity
3,414
Sweet Home-Freedom
363
Terrebonne-Smith Rock
500
Toledo-FBC
908
Waldport-FBC
300
Warm Springs-Warm Sprgs
380
Winston-Community
2,512
Total:
106,081

J-F 17
Airway Hts-Airway Hts
3,303
Airway Hts-Spokane Rock
500
Athol-Athol
3,626
Benton City-FBC
716
Bonners Ferry-Boundary
64
Brewster-Calvary
600
Burbank-Trinity
1,662
Cashmere-Evergreen
405
Cheney-Fellowship
795
Clarkston-Sonrise
933
Clarkston-Trinity
500
Coeur d’Alene-Emmanuel
2,185
Coulee City-Cowboy
10
Dayton-Faith Chapel
100
E Wenatchee-Eastmont
10,610
Ellensburg-Chestnut St
3,332
Greenacres-Greenacres
200
Harrison-Community
900
Heppner-Willow Creek
1,227
Hermiston-Grace
413
Hermiston-New Beginnings
425
Ione-Ione
820
Kellogg-FBC
2
Kennewick-Crossview
400
Kennewick-Finley First
600
Kennewick-Hillview
1,280
Kennewick-Kennewick
19,539
Kennewick-Quinault
2,674
La Grande-The Way
784
La Grande-Trinity
200
Leavenworth-FBC
2,289
Lewiston-Orchards
1,034
Lewiston-Tammany
5,508
Loon Lake-Mtn Lakes Fellow 108
Mead-Crossover
200
Moscow-Trinity
450
Moses Lake-Emmanuel
724
Newport-Newport So
1,985
Northport-FBC
391
Oakesdale-FBC
288
Orofino-FBC
52
Pasco-Redeemer Tri-Cities
480

J-F 17
Pasco-Emmanuel
439
Pasco-International
157
Paterson-Community
242
Pendleton-Pendleton
698
Pilot Rock-Pilot Rock
1,211
Prosser-Calvary
469
Pullman-Emmanuel
6,139
Pullman-Grace and Glory
1,006
Pullman-Resonate
2,545
Quincy-Iglesia Nueva Vida
205
Rathdrum-New Beg
560
Rice-Victory
336
Richland-Reata Sprgs
4,839
Richland-Richland
35,321
Richland-Richland Hghts
1,020
Spirit Lake-Spirit Lake
541
Spokane Valley-Dishman
1,756
Spokane Valley-East Valley
873
Spokane Valley-Valleypoint
854
Spokane-Inland
203
Spokane-Crestline
125
Spokane-Driscoll Blvd
2,491
Spokane-North Addison
595
Spokane-River City
212
Spokane-Springhill Bible
400
Spokane-The Rock
2,173
Spokane-Windsor
672
St Maries-College Ave
392
Sunnyside-Trinity
494
Toppenish-Watering Hole
72
Union Gap-FBC
596
W Richland-Grace&Truth
1,011
W Richland-Reliance Fellow 2,065
Walla Walla-Blue Mt
735
Walla Walla-CenterPointe
250
Wapato-FBC
598
Wenatchee-Valley
900
Yakima-Terrace Hghts
2,549
Yakima-The Cross
2,700
Yakima-The River
228
Zillah-Mtn View
636
Total:
151,621

Albany-Calvary
Albany-Knox Butte
Bend-River Woods
Bend-Summit Community
Corvallis-Branch
Corvallis-Grant Avenue
Cottage Grove-Calvary
Creswell-New Hope
Dallas-FBC
Dexter-Dexter Baptist
Dorris-FBC
Drain-FBC
Eugene-Fairfield
Eugene-Japanese
Eugene-Riviera
Florence-FBC
Glendale-Glendale
Gold Beach-Sixth Street
Grants Pass-College Hghts
Grants Pass-Dayspring
K Falls-Ch on Homedale
Keizer-Cristiana Renuevo
Lakeview-Trinity
Lebanon-Trinity
Madras-FBC
Medford-Living Hope
Medford-Lozier Lane

Region 5

January through February Budget vs Actual Comparison
Budget
Actual
Variance
475,472
524,027
48,556
Report only includes churches that have contributed through the
Northwest Baptist Convention in January-Febrary 2017. A full report of
all NWBC churches is available at www.gonbw.org/cp/

2017 NW Women’s Summit

Shine…through real life stuff!
April 21-22, 2017

Friday 7-9 pm // Saturday 9:00 am-3:30 pm
Northwest Baptist Center - Vancouver, WA

Keynote Speaker: Debbie Stuart

Conference/Retreat Speaker & Bible Teacher & LifeWay Women’s
Ministry Consultant/Trainer - Wylie, Texas
Features: Multiple Breakout Sessions, Dessert Bar, Worship, Testimonies and more
Cost: $25 (Includes Fri. eve. dessert, snacks, lunch on Sat. & materials)
Hotel Info: Comfort Suites, 4714 NE 94th, Vancouver, WA // 360.253.3100 // $79.99 + Tax
Registration: Contact Linda at 360.882.2101 or nwwomen@nwbaptist.org
Online registration: nwbaptist.org/events
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Questions: Contact Nancy Hall at 503.720.1930
or nancyh@nwbaptist.org

BELOVED NORTHWEST LEADER DIES

A

faithfulness in life: “He was a great manager of his
finances, his time and his life. He never got off track.”

Crews is survived by his wife, Jo Ann, and granddaughter Nicole Crews. He was preceded in death
by a son, Ronald, and a daughter, Rhonda.

Tim Crownover, pastor of The Gathering Place (formerly Northside Baptist Church) in Vancouver, WA,
where Crews was a member, noted Crews’ optimism
in moving forward regardless of circumstances: “He
was always focused on finding a way to get the job
done. The guy just never quit. He was continually
reaching out beyond himself into the lives of others.”

memorial service for William O. “Bill”
Crews, president emeritus of Gateway Seminary of the Southern Baptist
Convention and a beloved figure among
Northwest Baptists, was held March 10
at Pathway Church in Gresham, OR. He
died March 1 after a brief illness and
hospitalization in Vancouver, WA. He was
81.

“Until his last days he was looking forward, thinking
of the future, always optimistic,” said Randy Adams,
executive director of the Northwest Baptist Convention. “His optimism and enjoyment of life was most
remarkable when you consider that he outlived both
of his children and suffered blows in life that would
have laid low most any other man. Bill Crews’ faith
in Jesus Christ and his hope of heaven were seen
clearly in the way he lived each day.”
Ted Cotten, one of Crews’ pastors in Texas and the
man who later invited him to
move to the Northwest, was
among the speakers at the
service. He lauded Crews’

Also paying tribute was longtime friend Jim Phillips,
who was a deacon at Portland’s Metropolitan Baptist Church when Crews was pastor. He suggested
Crews would be “topping the list” if Southern Baptists on the West Coast had a hall of fame. “Brother
Bill was my pastor, but most of all, beyond that, he
was my friend,” Phillips added.

Crews became the sixth president of Gateway
Seminary (formerly Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary) in December 1986. He transitioned to
the role of chancellor in 2003 and retired from the
seminary in 2005.
William O. Crews was a Baptist statesman who
profoundly impacted our work in the western United
States,” said Jeff Iorg, president of Gateway Seminary. “He was a friend and mentor to many, who will
miss him deeply. His impact at Gateway Seminary
lives on through our emphasis on shaping leaders -Bill’s passion and legacy.”
After retiring from the seminary post, he moved to

Bill Crews enjoys riding on a tractor built in 1936, the same year
he was born. The tractor is owned by former Washington pastor Kevin White, who restored the tractor several years ago and
invited Crews to see it.
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the Northwest where he remained active in NWBC
life. He subsequently was elected by the Northwest
Baptist Convention as executive director in 2007,
serving until his second retirement at the end of
2012.
At the NWBC, Adams recounted Crews was “a
71-year-old retiree when he was elected. Deeply
respected and trusted, Dr. Crews’ service brought
needed healing, while leading the NWBC through
significant change.
It was his second time serving Northwest Baptists
in an official capacity. During the late 1970s, Crews
served as the convention’s director of communications and editor of the Northwest Baptist Witness.
Prior to those roles, he was pastor of Victory Baptist
Church in Des Moines, WA, and Metropolitan Baptist Church in Portland. He also served two terms as
NWBC president.
He was pastor of six other churches, including the
2,300-member Magnolia Avenue Baptist Church in
Riverside, CA, for eight years and others in Texas. In
California, he also served as president of that state
convention.
During his 18-year tenure as Gateway president,
the seminary established new campuses in Phoenix
in 1995 and Denver in 1996. The seminary also
achieved accreditation approval to offer full master’s
degrees at all five of its campuses. Enrollment rose
to 1,600 students in 2004 from 865 in 1986.
In 2005, the seminary honored Crews by announcing
an endowed William O. Crews Chair of Leadership,
creating a special section of the seminary library
housing leadership books and materials named in
Crews’ honor, and establishing a “Crews Leadership
Award.”
Crews was named to the 22-member SBC Peace
Committee to study theological strife in the convention when it was formed in 1985, resigning when
he became Gateway’s president in December 1986.
Also in SBC life, Crews served as a trustee for
Gateway and the then-Foreign Mission Board (now
International Mission Board) and was chairman of
the executive boards for both the Northwest and
California conventions.
As president emeritus, Crews taught at Gateway

Seminary’s Pacific Northwest Campus in Vancouver,
Wash., until his death. He was active in community
service, including the Rotary Club for nearly a halfcentury, serving in numerous leadership positions.
A native of Houston who grew up in San Angelo,
Texas, and preached his first sermon at age 15,
Crews held a doctor of ministry degree from Gateway Seminary; a bachelor of divinity degree from
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in Texas;
and a bachelor of arts degree from Hardin-Simmons
University in Texas. He received Southwestern’s
distinguished alumni award in 1994 and was awarded two honorary degrees in 1987 -- the doctor of
humanities degree from Hardin-Simmons and the
doctor of divinity degree from California Baptist
University.
Crews was led to Christ by a Sunday School teacher
called “Mother Boyd” at a Baptist mission across the
street which he said was “the formative church in my
life,” started by a Baptist preacher-carpenter named
Wade Campbell who had “a burning dream to form a
new church.” Crews, in a 1988 article in the former
Baptist Program magazine, noted that the conversion
of his father, a truck driver, on the side of the road
during a nighttime run “turned our family around.”
Frank S. Page, president of the SBC Executive
Committee, said Crews was “a great example of a
servant leader who grew to love the West and the
Northwest.”
“Southern Baptists are deeply indebted to him for his
long-tenured service to Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary and the Northwest Baptist Convention. Our prayers go out to his family. He will be
missed,” Page said.
The Executive Committee, in a 2005 resolution of
appreciation after Crews’ retirement from Gateway, noted that he was respected by colleagues
and friends “for his integrity, devotion, faithfulness,
compassion, warmth, and unflagging commitment to
reaching the West for Christ.”
In leading the seminary, the Executive Committee
noted that Crews’ vision “recognized and addressed
the need to equip ministers in effectively evangelizing and ministering within the contextual challenges
that are unique to the western United States.”
By Kathie Chute, Art Toalston and
Cameron Crabtree
MARCH/APRIL 2017 Northwest Baptist Convention
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DO

SOMETHING!

NWBC
STUDENT
CONFERENCE
4.28/29.17

PATHWAY CHURCH, GRESHAM
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COST: $50 (PRE-REGISTERED BY 4.19)
QUESTIONS: CONTACT LOLA
LBOWEN@NWBAPTIST.ORG OR
MARCH/APRIL
2017
WWW.NWBAPTIST.ORG.

