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VIEWPOINT

2016 growth propels ministry in new year
I want to share with you some encouraging
information regarding 2016, even as we’ve
begun ministry together in 2017. We don’t
yet have all of the Annual Church Profile
reports from our churches, so we do not
have total baptism and attendance information. We do have information regarding
cooperative mission giving and some of
what we accomplished cooperatively.

Randy Adams
Executive Director

Regarding the Cooperative Program,
income exceeded budget for the first
time since the late 1990s. We received
$2,811,960 on a budget of $2,777,000,
for a total of $34,960 over the budget. As
exciting as this is, it is even more significant that we received $101,455 above
giving in 2015, a 3.74 percent increase.
Other mission giving increased as well.
The Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for
international missions was $559,526,
increasing from $495,843 over 2015. The
Northwest Impact Offering was $103,611,
increasing from $102,231. World Hunger
Offering was $21,597, up from $20,338.
The only offering that decreased was the
Annie Armstrong Easter Offering for North
American missions — $244,297, down
from $246,269 in 2015.
In addition to these offerings, Northwest
Baptists contributed an additional $14,548
through Disaster Relief. When you put it
all together, Northwest Baptists contributed $3,755,539 to missions through the
cooperative means of the NWBC and the
SBC. We have generous, mission-hearted
churches and people in the Northwest.
The significance of our missions giving is
quickly understood when you know that
we currently have 66 new churches plants
receiving funding. Also, more than 1,000
individuals received in 2016, and will
receive in 2017, pastoral leadership training, as well as evangelism, small group,
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Vacation Bible School and other forms of
training.
It is particularly exciting to see growth
in our collegiate campus ministry. At the
end of 2016, Northwest Collegiate Ministries had work on 13 campuses. This
January ministries were started on two
new campuses with the plan to begin
two more shortly. Though the NWBC
participates in collegiate ministry through
the CP, most of the work is done by
volunteer/self-funded campus ministers
who have a call from God to reach the
next generation. We praise God for these
men and women.
Additionally, our Contextualized Leadership Development effort, operated in
partnership with Gateway Seminary, is
showing significant growth. We had one
location last year (Portland), but we will
have three locations this spring, adding
Springfield, OR, and Longview. WA.
We are also planning on two East Asia
vision trips in 2017, taking pastors to
Japan and another East Asia destination
so that their churches can connect with
our International Mission Board workers there. In 2016, about 250 Northwest Baptists, from dozens of churches,
served in East Asia, including 163 who
ministered to 1,100 East Asia IMB personnel and their children last August.
Additionally, enrollment at Gateway
Seminary’s Pacific Northwest Campus
showed a significant increase last fall,
growing to 57 students from 46 the previous fall. And the work of the Northwest
Baptist Foundation, the trust agency of
the NWBC, has grown and prospered
to the extent that they gifted the NWBC
with a $25,000 check during our annual
meeting in November 2016. Thank you.
It is a good day to serve the Lord together in the Northwest!
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P

reliminary financial records for 2016 show contributions from Northwest Baptist
Convention-affiliated churches through the Cooperative Program, the denomina-

tion’s primary channel for supporting missions and evangelism efforts at home and
abroad, surpassed the previous year’s giving and exceeded the convention’s budget
for the first time since 1998.
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Of the convention’s 480-plus churches, 393 provided $2,811,960 for NWBC mission causes by
the end of 2016 – almost $35,000 over the budget
goal and up from the previous year’s actual giving by
$101,455, according to Pamela Brock, NWBC business manager.
The convention’s 2016 annual budget anticipated
$2,777,000 in CP gifts. More than 27 percent of CP
gifts received by the convention are forwarded to the
Southern Baptist Convention Executive Committee
for SBC-wide mission causes. Another $100,000 in
CP gifts is forwarded directly to Gateway Seminary
of the SBC to support the work of the seminary’s
Pacific Northwest Campus in Vancouver, WA.
Besides supporting mission endeavors through the
Cooperative Program, Northwest Baptists provide financial support through several other channels, most
of them showing increases in 2016.
NWBC churches forwarded $559,526 through the
Lottie Moon Christmas, which helps support the
work of Southern Baptists’ global efforts through the
International Mission Board. LMCO gifts from NWBC
churches in 2015 totaled $495,843.
Funds for the Global Hunger Relief offering were
$21,597, up from the previous year’s tally of
$20,338.
Gifts to the NWBC’s regional mission offering —
named in memory of Sylvia Wilson, the NWBC’s first
Woman’s Missionary Union leader — experienced
an increase in giving from the previous year. NWBC
churches gave $103,611 through the mission offering in 2016, up slightly from the 2015 total of
$102,230.
Typically collected by participating NWBC churches
each fall, the offering provides support funds for
various areas of NWBC work. Allocations from the
offering include church planting, Northwest Baptist
Disaster Relief, personal evangelism training, Vacation Bible School training, Contextual Leadership
Development and the biennial Oasis retreat for

vocational church staff. The 2016 offering goal was
$120,000.
The only offering showing a small decline in 2016
was the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering, which
helps fund the North American Mission Board’s
church planting and evangelism ministries. NWBC
churches gave $244,297 through AAEO in 2016,
down from $246,269 in 2015.
In addition to those offering, Northwest Baptists also
contributed an additional $14,458 through Disaster
Relief ministries.
“When you put all of this together, Northwest Baptists contributed $3,755,539 to missions through
the cooperative means of the NWBC and the SBC,”
noted Randy Adams, NWBC executive director.
“We have generous, mission-hearted churches and
people in the Northwest.”
Adams pointed to the numerous ministries across
the Northwest and around the world supported by
Northwest Baptists.
“The significance of our missions giving is quickly
understood when you know that we currently have
66 new churches receiving monthly supplements,”
he said. “Also, more than 1,000 (people) received in
2016, and will receive in 2017, pastoral leadership
training, as well as evangelism, small group, VBS and
other forms of training.”
Adams also noted growth taking place among young
adults.
“It is particularly exciting to see growth in our collegiate campus ministry,” he said. At the end of 2016,
Northwest Collegiate Ministries had a presence on
13 campuses, with more expected to begin soon.
“Though the NWBC participates in collegiate ministry through the CP, most of the work is done by
volunteer/self-funded campus ministers who have a
call from God to reach the next generation,” Adams
noted. “We praise God for these men and women.”
By Cameron Crabtree
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David Choi

ANNUAL MEETING 2016
Steve Bryant

365+ messengers/guests open NWBC 2016 by
welcoming 17 churches into affiliation.

R

andy Adams, executive director of
the Northwest Baptist Convention,

reality that Jesus is our peace,” Adams said after the
meeting, echoing the meeting theme of “Jesus, Our
Peace.”

described the network’s 2016 annual
meeting as “a time of joyful celebration,
meaningful fellowship, and heartfelt worship.”
Messengers heard multiple stories of church revitalization, church planting and missions at home and
abroad, along with testimonies and reports about the
Lords’ work through Northwest Baptist churches in
the NWBC coverage area of Oregon, Washington
and north Idaho.
Messengers also adopted a 2017 budget, elected
officers and adopted resolutions voicing messengers’
concerns.
“I think we experienced something of the biblical
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More than 300 messengers and 65 guests attended
the 69th annual meeting Nov. 15–16 in Spokane,
WA, drawn from 156 of the NWBC’s more than 450
churches.
The $5,067,600 budget for 2017 is nearly
$200,000 less than the 2016 allocation of
$5,267,000 because two church planting positions
through the North American Mission Board (NAMB)
will no longer be funded, according to the NWBC executive office staff. Also, the budget does not include
proceeds from the Oasis retreat, a major NWBC
event held in alternating years and next slated for
2018. Still, the 2017 budget will include a projected
$1.775 million from NAMB.
The NWBC anticipates receiving $2.8 million in
Cooperative Program giving from NWBC churches,
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an increase of $23,000 above the
$2.777 million received in 2015.
Messengers voted to forward
27.75 percent of CP receipts,
the same percentage as 2015,
to Southern Baptist Convention
missions and ministry causes,
amounting to $777,000.
Messengers celebrated the addition of 17 new congregations
to the NWBC family of churches
and the establishment of 22 new
church plants.
Current officers were reelected to
serve in 2016. They are president
Steve Bryant, a member of Highland Baptist Church, Redmond,
OR; first vice president Matthew
Savage, pastor of Journey Church,
Everett, WA; and second vice
president Josh Martin, worship
pastor of Resonate Church, Pullman, WA.
Messengers adopted 10 resolu-

tions recognizing the sanctity
of human life; opposing human
trafficking; encouraging Christians
worldwide who are persecuted
for their faith; agreeing to pray for
peace, healing, the president-elect
and other elected leaders of the
United States; expressing appreciation for law enforcement officers
and first responders; acknowledging responsibility to fulfill the
Great Commission; and expressing appreciation for the NWBC
partnership with International
Mission Board workers spreading
the gospel in East Asia.
Annual meeting speakers included
Bryant, Adams and Bill Schmautz,
pastor of East Valley Baptist
Church in Spokane Valley, WA.
Worship leaders and musicians
from the various campuses of
Resonate Church led music during
the meeting’s five sessions.

Bobby & Sharon Watkins
and Mike Kuykendall

Sam Mhulanga

Joe Flegal, Pat Tiller
and Pastor Rob Walker

Adapted from Baptist Press

Nancy Anderson

JANUARY/FEBRUARY
2017 Northwest
Baptist Convention
Messengers prayed around ethnic church
leaders during the NWBC
Annual Meeting.
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A

s he led

Trinity Baptist Church in Clarkston, WA,
through a complete overhaul of its facility,
there were times Pastor Doran Williams
felt like Moses trying to lead God’s people out of the desert. Part of the renovation effort’s difficulty didn’t occur because
of lack of water, but because there was
too much of it.
“We had decided to begin a building project that
would allow us to build a new building on the
church’s property,” said Williams of the structure constructed in 1898 by a Methodist congregation. “In
November 2006, following our annual Thanksgiving
dinner, I began to fill the baptistery for a baptismal
service the next morning. Unfortunately, I forgot to do
a final check to make sure there was plenty of water.
Therefore it overflowed, causing extensive damage.”
The wooden floors of the century-old structure allowed water to run throughout the building and into
the lower level, with insurance company estimates of
$160,000 in damages.

“We came to
a decision to remodel the
old building rather than build a new one to
reduce our cost,” Williams said.
A ten-year odyssey to accomplish that goal began,
as the building was unusable. They first shared
facilities with nearby Sonrise Baptist Church by
holding Trinity services on Sunday afternoons. Other
locations in the journey included a rented house, a
county aquatic center and a neighboring church.
“We even held a baptismal service using the heated
pool at the aquatic center,” Williams noted. “When our
basement was finished, we were able to move back
into our own building and one of the folks called this
the ‘underground church.’”
Trinity members carried out the renovation on an
incremental basis, as finances were available. They
used their building fund, insurance reimbursement
from the flood damage and a loan from a local bank,
which is now carried by the Northwest Baptist Foundation.
There have been many highs and lows through this
process,” Williams said, who has shepherded his
Continued on page 19
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CUBAN CRACKDOWN SPURRED CHURCH GROWTH

A

s world leaders consider new possibilities for Cuba following the
death of dictator Fidel
Castro, and as Northwest Baptist Convention
teenagers prepare for a
mission trip to the island
nation later this year, a
former Southern Baptist
missionary imprisoned by
the Castro regime in the
1960s remembers what
Castro could not do: kill
the church.

the Castro regime in the 1960s
remembers what Castro could not
do: kill the church.

As world leaders consider new
possibilities for Cuba following
the death of dictator Fidel Castro,
and as Northwest Baptist Convention teenagers prepare for a
mission trip to the island nation
later this year, a former Southern
Baptist missionary imprisoned by

Fite’s wife Margaret, whose father
and fellow HMB
missionary Herbert
Caudill was jailed
along with Fite,
told Baptist Press
the missionaries’
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arrest seemed to stem from their
Christian faith and not their American citizenship, since 53 Cuban
believers were taken into custody
on the same night.

David Fite, 82, was arrested in
Havana in 1965 on what he calls
fabricated charges of “trafficking
“What (the Cuban regime) wanted
in foreign currency” and “ideologito do was to kill the Baptist
cal diversionism.” Then a Home
churches,” Margaret Fite said. “...
Mission Board (now the North
Continued on page 18
American Mission
CUBA FAST FACTS
Board) missionary • Cuba is the largest of all islands in the Caribbean. The country
and the father of
also includes more than 4000 other much smaller islands and
three young boys, cays.
Fite was incarcer- • The capital and largest city of Cuba is Havana.
ated for three and • Cuba has a population of 11 million people.
a half years before • The U.S. had a strong influence over the island until 1959,
when communist revolutionaries, led by Fidel Castro, took over.
being released in The country remains one of the world’s four self-declared comNov. 1968.
munist states today.
• Baseball is the most popular sport in Cuba.
• Cuba has one of the highest literacy rates in the world: 99.8%.
• The average salary in Cuba in 2013 was 471 pesos or US$20 a
month.
• Five percent of Cubans have access to the open internet.
• Roman Catholicism is the largest organized religion in Cuba.
Once declared an atheistic state, it is now labeled as secular.
• A blend of native African religions and Roman Catholicism are
widely practiced in Cuba.
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“We will be working in the eastern part of the
country with the Cuba Baptist Convention,
where there has been less evangelistic work
done,” said Kuykendall. The convention typically
sponsors an international trip every other year
for teenagers from NWBC-affiliated churches.
For the Cuba effort, Northwest teens and leaders will partner with International World Changers and Charis Relief Ministries for the project,
with projected dates of July 28-August 6.
“We have requests to lead Vacation Bible School
and teen evangelism, with some minor construction projects as a possibility,” Kuykendall said.
“We need 25 to 30 youth and adult leaders, but
there will be a cap of 30 people on the team.”
The team will fly into Holguin, Cuba, on the
coast and transport to Bayamo for ministry assignments. An estimated cost of $2,000 is well
below the expenses of several previous youth
mission trips due to the closer location. Kuykendall has led mission trips for students to Hong
Kong, Tanzania, Peru, Germany, Israel and Thailand throughout his ministry in the Northwest.
Students must be 15 years old or have completed their freshman year of high school to participate on the team.
“Teenagers who join us must be mature in their
Christian walk and have an interest in international missions,” Kuykendall said. “This is classified as a third world or emerging country and
participants must be willing to work hard
and ready to share their faith.”
The team will work with Cuban teens and
learn from local residents, Kuykendall
said: “Cuban Baptists want us to help
train their teens to be future pastors
and leaders. Adults joining the

team may lead a pastors retreat on evangelism.
There has been no push back from the Cuban
government and other teams have been given
full freedom. We have been told there will be no
danger in traveling there and the Cuban people
will receive us with open arms.”
Churches can send groups or individuals on the
trip, with a need of one adult to five students.
Adults must accompany at least one student to
participate.
Promotional packets were mailed to all Northwest churches in January. Registration deadlines
are set for April 2017 to allow participants time
to acquire passports and fulfill needed requirements.
“Forty or 50 kids have surrendered to full time
missions as a result of these trips in the past,”
Kuykendall added. “Over 400 students have participated on these teams and they have all been
amazing. God changes our world view when we
open ourselves up to his work around the world.
Many other students come home to make a difference in their world here.”
More information can be obtained by emailing
dank@nwbaptist.org.
By Sheila Allen

STUDENT TEAM HEADED TO CUBA

B

ayamo, Cuba, is the mission trip
destination for Northwest Baptist
Convention teenagers this summer,
according to NWBC student ministries specialist Danny Kuykendall.
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SALVATION FLOWS FROM FRIENDSHIP
It all began with building relationships, according to Jason Spurlin, Northwest
Collegiate Ministries (NCM) director at Mt. Hood Community College, a commuter
campus on the edge of the Portland metropolitan area in Gresham, OR.
Spurlin arrived in Gresham after receiving his degree in kinesiology from Stephen F.
Austin State University, although he always believed he would go into youth ministry
in his home state of Texas. Through some life struggles following graduation, Spurlin
returned to the basics of his beliefs by claiming his identity in Christ.
“I told the Lord I would serve him somewhere and I really wanted to go to Manchester, England,” Spurlin
said. “I signed up to serve through Go Now,
which partners with NCM and the night before
I was to find out where I was going, I saw a
book with information about Portland. It ends
up the Go Now leaders didn’t see England as
a good fit for me, but they asked me about
considering the possibility of Portland.”
Both overwhelmed and excited,
Spurlin agreed to travel to
the Northwest where
he didn’t know a single
person. Upon arrival
on the two-year campus, Spurlin set about
meeting and building
bonds with everyone
he came into contact
with on campus.

Jason Spurlin and Lesley Cedillo

“Lots of students at
Mt. Hood think they
just have to put
in their time here
before going on

Continued on page 14
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2017 and included an “ugly Christmas sweater” event.

somewhere else,” Spurlin stated. “There is a big
mixture of types of students and a desire for
community. I have found people open to talk
about spiritual things.”

those in the Catholic faith.

Spurlin took to heart what he heard from metro
NCM director Ken Harmon told him upon their
first meeting – serve the campus. He and a
team of volunteers do that weekly by providing
free food at a weekly on-campus Bible study,
a huge draw for hungry college students. He
became friendly with a college employee who he
found was Muslim.
“I would take pizza to her and another lady at the
front desk with no intention of anything but loving on them,” Spurlin said. “I asked her to show
me how they do their headdresses when there
was a Muslim celebration going on and she
wanted to talk about religion sometime.”

“I was equipped and familiar with where she was
at,” Spurlin noted. “Lesley told me she wanted
peace and we talked through scripture in Romans and I then asked her if she was ready
to accept Christ. She was and within an hour
of meeting her, she did so and we were both
crying. Lesley said she had never felt so much
peace and a weight was really lifted for her.”
Now Cedillo has begun attending Greater
Gresham Baptist Church where Spurlin has begun connecting her with others and she is now
considering mentorship in her new faith and
seeking baptism.
“My people in Texas put in the hard work of
training me and we are all a team under the
banner of Christ,” Spurlin said.
Meanwhile, numbers are growing rapidly at Bible
studies and other NCM events at Mt. Hood.

He was surprised when his Muslim friend later
approached Spurlin and asked if he could help
someone outside the college community.
“She had a Catholic friend who wanted to convert to Christianity and she thought of me because of what I do,” said Spurlin. “A non-believer
trusted me with her friend, Lesley Cedillo. I got
in contact with her and we met for the first time.
After I heard her story I saw that God had been
working in her life for years. She told me that
for weeks she had been praying for someone
to help her as she didn’t know how to pass that
threshold of faith.”
Spurlin credits a student evangelism training
called Beach Reach, tailored to spring break
ministry on the beaches of Texas for hordes of
students, with his ability to share the gospel with

“We set up a table during registration and gave
out free cookies,” Spurlin said. “We found many
people who were already Christians that didn’t
realize there were others like them on campus.
We have people joining our group that are atheist who thought we wouldn’t want them there,
but we encourage all to attend. We are making
a community of believers, some for the first time
away from their youth group.
“We have seen a lot of growth there and leaders
emerging from the group,” Spurlin recalled. “Last
week we had 40 people attending and that is
40 people who have heard the gospel, which is
super encouraging.”
By Sheila Allen
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CULTURAL PRESSURES
IMPACT JAPANESE
T

he 20-year-old
woman sitting across
from me told me how
she daily struggled with
sadness and depression
that resulted in suicidal
thoughts and a firm plan
for how to take her own
life. It was difficult for me
to comprehend her level of
desperation. On the outside, she seemed to have
checked all the boxes for
a dynamic, meaningful life.
She was a daughter in a wealthy,
influential family and a student
at the best university in Japan.
She made excellent grades, had
great physical health, and kept a
wide circle of supportive friendships. Yet prior to sharing her
hopelessness with me, she had
voiced these thoughts with only
one other person—a young pastor
who had referred her to me for
consultation.
At the time of our session, I had
been in Japan almost five years.
I spent the initial two years in Tokyo studying Japanese language
and culture.
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I studied for a third year
with a Japanese social worker,
Saito Sensei, who taught me specific counseling vocabulary and
provided training for how to counsel in the Japanese culture. This
additional year of training was
critical for counseling the Japanese in various states of need.
From week one, Saito Sensei
and I discussed the Japanese
people’s long history of accepting
and honoring suicidal behavior.
We examined three cultural factors contributing to the frequent
decision to end one’s own life.
One factor is the lack of opportunity for Japanese to discuss their
personal struggles. There aren’t
many acceptable ways to voice
feelings of anger and frustration
in Japanese daily life. When you
have no real means of expressing
anger or feelings of loss in light
of something unjust, neglectful,
or abusive, you can swallow those
feelings and end up chronically
sad or clinically depressed.
My psychopathology professor in
graduate school defined depression as nothing more than anger
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turned inward on the self. Sadly,
the college student mentioned
above felt no freedom whatsoever
to share the depth of her dark
thoughts and feelings with family,
friends, or teachers.
Two other factors contributing to
suicide in Japan are the strong
sense of honor and duty to the
group or family, and the use of
shame and guilt as chief motivational techniques in education
and work settings. Saito Sensei
and I discussed amae, the need
to be dependent on and accepted
by others—family, friends, community, and work groups.
Japan is an extremely grouporiented and intricately networked
culture where personal identity
is submerged within the bigger
identity of the groups in which individuals function. These groups—
whether in school, at work, or in
families—inflict guilt and shame
upon members to ensure the image of the group is preserved.
Continued on page 22

PASTORS PREVIEW JAPAN MINISTRY

N

orthwest Baptist Convention churches have opportunities to pray this
year as the NWBC’s partnership with
International Mission Board workers in
East Asia continues to grow and church
leaders participate in “vision trips” to two
nations.
The first excursion is this spring to Japan, the island
nation considered by many Christian mission observers as one of the hardest-to-reach places on earth.
“Japan is included in our East Asia partnership and
we have quite a few IMB missionaries working there,”
said Randy Adams, NWBC executive director. “Unlike
most of East Asia, Japan welcomes missionaries and
we can work openly there.”
Despite that openness to historic mission work, Adams observed, Japan remains the largest unreached
people group in the world with 127 million people
and only about 1 percent identifying as Christians.
The vision trip, slated for March 28-April 6, is expected to accommodate 15-20 participants. It is designed to connect Northwest pastors and churches
with IMB personnel in the cities and people groups
they work to reach for Christ, according to Adams.
Partnership with an IMB missionary includes leading
a church to pray for them and their family and praying

for the people/city they are working to reach, along
with other activities.
“It usually involves sending teams from your church
to work with a missionary in specific ways as determined by the missionary and the partnering church,”
said Adams. “Praying, giving and going are all a part
of a missions partnership.”
In addition to Adams, Pastor Ronny Cooksey of Valley Baptist, McMinnville, OR, will co-lead the effort.
“Ronny served as an IMB missionary in Japan for 10
years and he is excited to introduce other Northwest
pastors to the work and the workers there,” said
Adams.
Around October, Adams will be leading another
small team of pastors to other parts of East Asian
to explore further
opportunities for
ongoing work.
Japan Fast Facts
To learn more
• Population: 127 million
about NWBC East
• Land mass equal to the state
Asia partnership
of California
opportunities, log
• Japan is composed of more
onto www.nwbapthan 3,000 islands
tist.org and click
• Metro Tokyo’s population is
on the East Asia
greater than that of Canada
Partnership button.
• Religions include Shintoism,
Buddhism and Christianity
By
• Japanese Baptist Convention
Cameron Crabtree
has more than 300 churches,
most with fewer than 50 members; few young people are willing to serve as leaders.
• Approximately 3,000 Christian missionaries from overseas
serve in Japan; numbers are
dwindling.
• Many Japanese perceive Christianity as a foreign religion.
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FLORIST AWAITING COURT DECISION

A

71-year-old Washington woman is
among several Christian small business owners awaiting court decisions on
their right to refuse business services
that violate their religious beliefs.
Southern Baptist florist Barronelle Stutzman is awaiting a ruling from the Washington State Supreme
Court on her appeal of a judgment against her for
refusing to design a floral arrangement for a gay wedding.

Stutzman is appealing a lower court’s Feb. 18, 2015
ruling that she violated the U.S. and state civil rights
of Robert Ingersoll and Curt Freed when she refused
two years earlier to design floral arrangements for
their wedding. She offered instead to provide floral
stems and referred them to other florists to arrange
the flowers.
The lower court held Stutzman personally liable for
the plaintiffs’ attorney fees and damages, putting her

Washington’s highest court
heard her appeal Nov. 15
at Bellevue College in Bellevue, the latest deliberation in
Stutzman’s three-year battle
to live out her Christian beliefs
that marriage is a commitment
between one man and one
woman.
Stutzman, owner of Arlene’s
Flowers in Richland, has
expressed appreciation for
Pastor Stanley Hughes and
Richland Baptist pastor Stanley Hughes shares testimony of church member
members of Richland Baptist
Barronelle Stutzman during her legal battle.
Church, where she is a member.
During the NWBC annual meeting last November,
in danger of losing her business and personal holdHughes shared a testimony of Sutzman’s faith and
ings. Both the state of Washington and the couple
perseverance through the ordeal.
sued Stutzman in the case stemming from the March
2013 incident.
Stutzman is represented by Alliance Defending Freedom (ADF).
“A Muslim graphics designer should not be compelled to create designs promoting a Jewish Friends
of Israel group, a gay public relations manager
shouldn’t be forced to promote the Westboro Baptist
Church, and a Christian floral designer shouldn’t be
forced to create custom wedding designs for a wedding that is not between one man and one woman,”
ADF attorney Kristen Waggoner said in proceedings
posted on the court’s website.
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“If the government can ruin Barronelle for peacefully
living and working according to her faith, it can punish anyone else in Washington for expressing their
beliefs,” Waggoner has said.
The Southern Baptist Ethics & Religious Liberty
Commission is among several groups that filed
friend-of-the-court amicus briefs in support of
Stutzman.
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By Diana Chandler of Baptist Press

2 TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES!
A training event for all who minister, 52 weeks a year, to
preschoolers, children and their families!
BREAKOUT TOPICS OVER 20 CHOICES
Enhance teaching preschoolers and children • Evangelism
• Legal issues • Maintaining Leaders • Effective Kids
Ministry • Mission Education • Planning BIG Events
• VBS Galactic Starveyors (morning only)

Friday - March 10
FBC of Lakewood
5400 112th St SW
Lakewood, WA

$15 per person

Saturday - March 11
FBC of Lakewood
5400 112th St SW
Lakewood, WA

This highly-focused conference will concentrate on the
specific age-group segment you teach. You’ll receive stepby-step guidance on how to teach in ways that genuinely
transform lives, and you’ll leave with practical ideas you can
put to work immediately.
TRACKS OF STUDY
• Pastors, Associate Pastors, Small Group and Sunday
School Directors • Young and Median Adult Leaders
• Older Adult Leaders • Student Leaders
• Older Children Leaders • Younger Children Leaders
• Older Preschool Leaders • Younger Preschool Leaders
$25 per person

For information contact Lola Bowen, 360.882.2100 or
17
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lbowen@nwbaptist.org. Register for both events at NWBaptist.org

Continued from Page 10

There was no international problem at all. It was just
an attack on religion.”
But as David Fite noted, “It didn’t work.”
All the believers imprisoned with Fite were ministers,
and many had been pastoring churches. Still, the
Sunday following the arrests, “not one single church
failed to have its worship service,” Margaret Fite said.
“And in every church someone got up in that pulpit.”
The gospel, David Fite said, “is not limited by political
organizations. It moves ahead with a message that is
beyond any oppression.”
Yet the imprisonment was discouraging. At times,
there were 300 men in a cell, with bunks stacked
five high and executions of political dissidents
audible outside, David Fite said. Margaret and the
children were allowed to visit about once a month,
though always in the presence of a guard and at
times with English prohibited.
Early in the imprisonment, Fite recalled, there was a
unique moment of spiritual encouragement.
Because all prisoners were placed in solitary confinement immediately following the night of mass
Christian detentions, Fite didn’t know whether any
other believers were present.
“Then during the evening, I heard somebody singing”
the hymn “Onward Christian Soldiers,” Fite said. One
by one, other prisoners joined in the singing, “and
before long I realized I was not alone in the arrest.”
Another difficulty of the imprisonment concerned
Caudill’s sight, which had failed in one eye prior to
the arrest and began to fail in the other while he was
in jail.
When local doctors couldn’t help, Caudill, then 63,
was granted conditional release from prison in Nov.
1966, though he remained under house arrest. In
March 1967, an American ophthalmologist was
permitted to enter Cuba and operate on Caudill, BP
reported. The surgery was successful in saving his
vision in one eye.
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Fite remained in prison two years after Caudill’s release despite a visit to Cuba by his parents in 1967
that included multiple conversations with government officials. In reporting the parental visit, BP said
Fite had suffered from a hernia, jaundice and an ear
infection while in prison.
The day Fite was released, he surprised his family
by taking a public bus home, BP reported. The Fites
and Caudills returned to the U.S. in Feb. 1969.
Originally, Fite had been sentenced to six years in
prison and Caudill to 10, BP reported.
In 1999, the Fites retired to the Atlanta area after
David’s service for nearly three decades at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary.
Caudill, who served 40 years as a missionary in
Cuba, died in 1987 at age 84.
Even with Castro’s death, Margaret Fite said she
doesn’t “know how much will change” in Cuba in
terms of personal liberty and economic flourishing.
“I just know that I lived in Cuba” before the communist revolution, she said, “and it was a joy to live
there. And then I lived through the process of (Castro’s) taking over and things got worse and worse
and worse.
“The interesting thing,” Margaret Fite said, “is that as
things grew worse, people needed the gospel more
than ever. They needed a God to worship, and that
was their mainstay. That’s why the church has grown
so much.”
The missions magazine Mission Frontiers reported
in 2011 as many as 4,500 evangelical churches in
Cuba in addition to 10,000 “house groups” from a
total of 54 denominations.
“For 20 years,” according to Mission Frontiers,
“Protestant churches in Communist Cuba have been
multiplying at an unprecedented rate.”

Northwest Baptist Convention JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2017

Reprinted from Baptist Press, news service of the
Southern Baptist Convention, By David Roach.

Continued from Page 9

congregation for 22 years. “We have
picked up and lost folks along the way. We were the
recipients of two or three other church groups coming to help us and Beth England brought a team of
Northwest Collegiate Ministry students from Clackamas Community College to paint. Of course our own
folks worked on the project and we contracted much
of the work out.”
The building now includes ADA-certified restrooms
and ramps allowing Trinity’s elderly members access
to all parts of the building.

included many from the
community who have supported the
church through the decade of work.
“The congregation is happy to have full use of our
building, even with all of the little bugs that need to
be worked out,” Williams said. “It is all for the glory of
God in heaven that the church has done this. I would
like to thank others throughout the Northwest who
have supported us and help us to get to this point.”

Trinity hosted a celebration service in December that

By Sheila Allen

2017 NW Women’s Summit

Shine…through real life stuff!
April 21-22, 2017

Friday 7-9 pm // Saturday 9:00 am-3:30 pm
Northwest Baptist Center - Vancouver, WA

Keynote Speaker: Debbie Stuart

Conference/Retreat Speaker & Bible Teacher & LifeWay Women’s
Ministry Consultant/Trainer - Wylie, Texas
Features: Multiple Breakout Sessions, Dessert Bar, Worship, Testimonies and more
Cost: $25 (Includes Fri. eve. dessert, snacks, lunch on Sat. & materials)
Hotel Info: Comfort Suites, 4714 NE 94th, Vancouver, WA // 360.253.3100 // $79.99 + Tax
Registration: Contact Linda at 360.882.2101 or nwwomen@nwbaptist.org
Online registration: nwbaptist.org/events
19
JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2017 Northwest Baptist Convention
Questions: Contact Nancy Hall at 503.720.1930 or nancyh@nwbaptist.org

Cooperative Program Giving ...
... partnering with more than 46,000 churches to make Christ known at home, across the nation, and around the world.

Region 4

Region 1
YTD-16
Auburn-Igl Hispana LifeWay
917
Auburn-Lifeway Ch Auburn
600
Auburn-Auburn Celebration 4,500
Auburn-Reliance
2,555
Auburn-Solid Ground
459
Bellevue-Essential
11,405
Bellevue-Lake Hills
4,201
Bellevue-Leaven Church
3,312
Bellevue-Well Commun
8,390
Bellingham-Living Word
600
Bellingham-Fil-Am
720
Bellingham-God’s Chosen
403
Bellingham-Immanuel
540
Blk Diamond-Chap Wood
6,006
Bonney Lake-Church Club 1 400
Bothell-Ekklesia
5,108
Bothell-Living Spring
902
Bothell-Hallows W Seattle
6,782
Bothell-CrossPointe
15,383
Bothell-Dwelling Place
1,516
Bothell-Queensgate
1,200
Bothell-Tabern de Dios
327
Burlington-Calvary
3,240
Camano Island-Restoration 3,350
Clear Lake-FBC
1,400
Darrington-Mt View
3,064
Des Moines-The Mountain
2,765
Des Moines-Gospel Russian 600
Edmonds-North Seattle
100
Edmonds-One In Christ
550
Edmonds-Rock of Hope
7,616
Enumclaw-FBC
2,400
Everett-Redemption Ch
14,265
Everett-The Journey
15,866
Everett-Bethlehem Korean
100
Everett-Faith Internatl
300
Everett-Pinehurst
4,773
Everett-S Everett Comm
8,400
Everett-Silver Lake
2,060
Fed Way-Compass Christian 2,400
Fed Way-First Ukranian
1,200
Fed Way-Antioch Korean
150
Fed Way-Bethel
1,200
Fed Way-FBC
450
Fed Way-Korean-Amer
11,941
Fed Way-Lifeway
2,550

Region 2

Bremerton-Kitsap Lake
Bremerton-Sonshine
Castle Rock-FBC
Centralia-Alder Street
Chehalis-Dayspring
Dryad-Community
Elma-Bethany
Forks-FBC
Kalama-Kalama
Kelso-East Kelso
Lacey-FBC
Lacey-New Zion
Lacey-Principe de Paz
Longview-Beacon Hill

YTD-16
4,633
4,056
7,903
134
9,006
2,749
2,670
13,086
9,589
2,341
14,603
1,100
199
4,880

YTD-16
Fed Way-Light Church
2,603
Fed Way-Nine Lakes
1,924
Federal Way-Christ Church
550
Federal Way-Good Neighbor 900
Federal Way-SoundSide
1,309
Hamilton-FBC
17,516
Issaquah-Foothills
18,137
Kenmore-Landing Church
5,302
Kenmore-Disciple Making
450
Kent-Bread of Life
142
Kent-Emmanuel Bhutanese
265
Kent-Evangelical
1,200
Kent-International Christian
600
Kent-Sequoia
16,800
Kirkland-Bridge Church
1,677
Lakewood-Emmaus
600
Lakewood-FBC
51,303
Lakewood-Good Shepherd
240
Lakewood-Kaleo Community 3,210
Lakewood-Lighthouse
120
Lakewood-Trinity
200
Lynden-La Vid Verdadera
2,407
Lynnwood-Healing
180
Lynnwood-LifePoint
170
Lynnwood-Global Mission
500
Lynnwood-Japanese
1,456
Lynnwood-Martha Lk
11,564
Lynnwood-ONE Church
1,838
Lynnwood-Seattle Bridge
3,232
Lynnwood-Slavic of Seattle
400
Lynwood-Providence
1,200
Maple Falls-Mt. Baker
852
Maple Valley-Hope
33,050
Marysville-Emmanuel
5,733
Mill Creek-Adullam
2,293
Monroe-FBC
32,755
Monroe-Casa de Paz
987
Monroe-Lighthouse
2,326
Mount Vernon-Christian
1,730
Mount Vernon-Trinity
7,183
Oak Harbor-Bethel
450
Oak Harbor-Christian Fellow 596
Oak Harbor-Southern
7,714
Puyallup-High Pointe
25,369
Puyallup-South Hill
2,368
Puyallup-Sunrise
34,512
Puyallup-Washington Mission 404

Longview-FBC
Longview-Highlands
Longview-La Iglesia
Longview-Robert Gray
Longview-Valley
Ocean Shores-Faith Com
Olympia-Illuminate
Olympia-Vietnamese
Olympia-Joy
Olympia-McKenzie Road
Port Angeles-Hillcrest
Port Hadlock-Oak Bay
Port Orchard-Evergreen
Port Orchard-FBC

YTD-16
78,843
1,377
801
13,426
32,478
2,825
200
100
310
27,799
6,337
1,772
2,262
10,681

YTD-16
Redmond-FBC Rose Hill
8,202
Redmond-Korean Hope
800
Redmond-Meadowbrook
55,205
Redmond-Passion Church
540
Renton-Agape Vietnamese
600
Renton-Calvary
20,016
Renton-Church of Beloved 16,383
Renton-Iglesia Vida
2,400
Renton-NewStory
2,742
Renton-Sarang
600
Renton-Trinity
4,800
Roy-Nisqually Valley
3,956
Sammamish-21st Century
1,608
SeaTac-Riverton Heights
600
Seattle-Mojdeh
70
Seattle--Vona
405
Seattle-The Hallows
21,975
Seattle-Chinese Southern 24,741
Seattle-Epic Life
4,206
Seattle-FBC Beverly Pk
3,894
Seattle-Living Water Chinese 565
Seattle-Roots Community
729
Seattle-Sanctuary
500
Seattle-Seattle Arabic
4,352
Seattle-Thien An
3,900
Sedro Woolley-Cross Country 1,825
Sedro Woolley-Skagit
1,200
Sedro Woolley-Valley
5,051
Snohomish-Bridge
5,382
Snohomish-BridgeCity
6,288
Spanaway-God’s Grace
120
Sultan-FBC
3,751
Tacoma-The Pathway
4,260
Tacoma-E.Tacoma Filipino
300
Tacoma-Filipino Inter
1,500
Tacoma-Grit City
2,171
Tacoma-Highland Hill
2,854
Tacoma-Japanese Intl
6,814
Tacoma-New Beginnings
137
Tacoma-New Hope
222
Tacoma-Parkland
500
Tacoma-Tacoma FBC
60,000
Tacoma-VMCM
360
Woodinville-Northcreek
1,100
Yelm-First
5,904
Yelm-Ignite Church
2,950
Total:
769,765

Port Townsend-San Juan
Rainier-Delena
Randle-Reconciled
Scappoose-Creekside
Sequim-FBC
Silverdale-Clear Creek
Silverdale-Connections
Silverdale-Kitsap Christian
Toledo-FBC
Tumwater-The Canvas
Vaughn-Key Peninsula
Yelm-Evergreen
Total:

YTD-16
16,643
824
4,820
2,774
14,938
2,269
628
450
27,293
938
1,417
100
329,254

Region 3
YTD-16
Battle Ground-Comm
1,000
Beavercrk-NW Contexture 4,208
Beaverton-FBC
15,891
Beaverton-Global
350
Beaverton-Iglesia Bautista 5,837
Beaverton-Intl Church OR
100
Bethany-Redeeming Grace
200
Bingen-FBC
1,376
Boring-Orient Drive
4,783
Boring-Iglesia Vida Nueva
3,010
Camas-Lacamas Heights
2,110
Camas-Gracepoint Fellowship 250
Estacada-Clackamas Vly
2,028
Forest Grove-Fellowship
2,381
Forest Grove-The Crossing 1,955
Goldendale-Columbus Ave 17,411
Gresham-Grtr Gresham 101,462
Happy Valley-Trinity
10,524
Hillsboro-New Life
5,397
Hillsboro-Oregon
500
Hood River-Tucker Road
5,240
Klickitat-Klickitat Valley
1,005
Lake Oswego-Lake Bible
200
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YTD-16
McMinnville-Grace
2,455
McMinnville-Valley
26,189
Mt Hood Parkdale-Parkdale 1,535
Newberg-Chehalem Valley 17,146
Odell-FBC
1,474
Oregon City-Catalyst
2,305
Prtld-Flavel Street
650
Prtld-Mien Fellowship
2,954
Prtld-Antioch Christian
1,650
Prtld-Bridge City
801
Prtld-Holgate
5,889
Prtld-Kaleo Communities
556
Prtld-Korean Logos
2,600
Prtld-Mill Park
7,383
Prtld-New Harvest
4,033
Prtld-Peninsula
900
Prtld-Remedy City
3,231
Prtld-Renaissance
226
Prtld-Romanian
600
Prtld-Solid Rock
11,098
Prtld-Vietnamese Revival
1,087
Prtld-Word of Life Romanian 2,000
Ptld-Zomi Bethel
1,350

YTD-16
Ridgefield-Discovery Pointe 3,731
Rufus-Bapt Ch at Rufus
1,729
The Dalles-Emmanuel
5,406
Tigard-Hall Blvd
13,764
Tigard-Japanese Intnl
2,000
Tigard-Nema Oregon
168
Tillamook-Life Change
3,995
Vancouver-Ukrainian
600
Vancouver-CrossPointe
31,263
Vancouver-Evergreen
3,207
Vancouver-First Slavic
450
Vancouver-Fourth Plain
1,072
Vancouver-Grace
2,000
Vancouver-Korean
700
Vancouver-Northside
5,000
Vancouver-Revival
1,800
Vancouver-Song of Hope
1,200
Vancouver-Trinity
7,567
Vancouver-Vietnamese
480
West Linn-NW Contexture
90
Wilsonville-Creekside
6,526
Total:
378,078

YTD-16
3,081
200
650
1,203
4,652
37,414
3,387
29,070
1,743
1,551
5,505
250
26,012
11,612
272
8,206
18,826
7,421
1,771
2,166
1,176
394
15,093
2,637
4,580
9,098
2,139
4,527
3,127
4,219

YTD-16
Medford-New Horizon
2,150
Monmouth-Central
3,414
Myrtle Creek-FBC
2,318
Newport-Calvary
1,834
North Bend-FBC
10,421
Phoenix-FBC
7,238
Prineville-Calvary
7,442
Prospect-Prospect
913
Redmond-Highland
133,919
Reedsport-Highlands
1,987
Rogue River-Grace
11,902
Roseburg-Bethany
150
Roseburg-Faith & Reason
573
Roseburg-Vine Street
18,029
Salem-Capital
26,652
Salem-Living Water
673
Salem-Skyline
1,342
Siletz-Sacred Ground
1,244
Springfield-East Side
5,654
Springfield-Grace Korean
444
Springfield-Trinity
14,002
Sweet Home-Freedom
1,906
Terrebonne-Smith Rock
2,300
Toledo-FBC
3,551
Waldport-FBC
1,800
Warm Springs-Warm Sprgs 2,433
White City-Trinity
404
Winston-Community
8,534
Yachats-Yachats
970
Total:
486,179

YTD-16
Airway Hts-Airway Hts
22,458
Airway Hts-Spokane Rock 1,250
Athol-Athol
17,262
Benton City-FBC
2,467
Bonners Ferry-Boundary
602
Brewster-Calvary
3,600
Burbank-Trinity
600
Cashmere-Evergreen
810
Cheney-Fellowship
4,037
Clarkston-Sonrise
5,703
Clarkston-Trinity
840
Coeur d’Alene-Emmanuel 14,930
Coulee City-Cowboy
196
Dayton-Faith Chapel
520
Deer Park-FBC
13,365
E Wenatchee-Eastmont
59,583
Ellensburg-Chestnut St
18,109
Ephrata-Redeeming Grace
150
Greenacres-Greenacres
12,599
Harrison-Community
5,400
Heppner-Willow Creek
5,828
Hermiston-Grace
2,052
Hermiston-New Beginnings 1,720
Ione-Ione
4,275
Kellogg-FBC
12
Kennewick-Crossview
2,000
Kennewick-Finley First
2,400
Kennewick-Hillview
6,443
Kennewick-Kennewick
90,964
Kennewick-Quinault
6,718
La Grande-The Way
3,006
La Grande-Trinity
993
Leavenworth-FBC
10,169
Lewiston-Orchards
10,610
Lewiston-Tammany
35,258
Loon Lake-Mtn Lakes Fellow 732
Mead-Crossover
3,600
Moscow-Trinity
4,437
Moses Lake-Emmanuel
4,613
Newport-Newport So
6,857
Northport-FBC
1,245
Oakesdale-FBC
1,576
Orofino-FBC
357
Pasco-Redeemer Tri-Cities 3,285
Pasco-Emmanuel
3,426

YTD-16
Pasco-International
1,222
Paterson-Community
2,115
Pendleton-Pendleton
9,263
Pilot Rock-Pilot Rock
5,833
Prosser-Calvary
2,163
Pullman-Emmanuel
30,823
Pullman-Grace and Glory
2,407
Pullman-Resonate
18,807
Quincy-Iglesia Nueva Vida
675
Rathdrum-New Beg
2,944
Rice-Victory
2,280
Richland-Reata Sprgs
23,748
Richland-Richland
206,830
Richland-Richland Hghts
3,121
Spirit Lake-Spirit Lake
3,630
Spokane Valley-Dishman
10,807
Spokane Valley-East Valley 5,285
Spokane Valley-Valleypoint 3,000
Spokane-Inland
591
Spokane-Crestline
2,473
Spokane-Driscoll Blvd
13,038
Spokane-North Addison
9,187
Spokane-Pinnacle
5,180
Spokane-River City
863
Spokane-Springhill Bible
2,420
Spokane-The Rock
3,735
Spokane-Windsor
7,636
St Maries-College Ave
1,408
Sunnyside-Trinity
2,308
Toppenish-Watering Hole
866
Umatilla-Primera Igl
150
Union Gap-FBC
2,973
W Richland-Grace&Truth
7,140
W Richland-Reliance Fellow 9,632
Walla Walla-Blue Mt
5,216
Walla Walla-CenterPointe
1,500
Wapato-FBC
2,137
Warden-First
700
Wenatchee-Valley
5,400
Yakima-Terrace Hghts
14,932
Yakima-The Cross
11,152
Yakima-The River
1,752
Zillah-Mtn View
3,576
Total:
847,973

Albany-Calvary
Albany-Knox Butte
Bend-River Woods
Bend-Summit Community
Corvallis-Branch
Corvallis-Grant Avenue
Cottage Grove-Calvary
Creswell-New Hope
Dallas-FBC
Dexter-Dexter Baptist
Dorris-FBC
Drain-FBC
Eugene-Fairfield
Eugene-Harvest Comm
Eugene-Japanese
Eugene-Riviera
Florence-FBC
Glendale-Glendale
Gold Beach-Sixth Street
Grants Pass-College Hghts
Grants Pass-Dayspring
Grants Pass-River Valley
K Falls-Ch on Homedale
Keizer-Cristiana Renuevo
Lakeview-Trinity
Lebanon-Trinity
Lincoln City-Pacific
Madras-FBC
Medford-Living Hope
Medford-Lozier Lane

Region 5

Year-to-Date Budget vs Actual Comparison
Budget
Actual
Variance
2,777,000
2,811,960
34,960

Report only includes churches that have contributed through the
		
Northwest Baptist Convention in January-December 2016. A full report
of all NWBC churches is available at www.gonbw.org/cp/
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PREVIEW DAY
MONDAY, APRIL 3
11 A.M. TO 3 P.M.
•
•
•
•

Meet seminary staff, current students and other prospective students
Learn more about the seminary, degree programs, courses, costs and scholarships
Visit the Christian Theology II class
Attendees who apply for admission within one week will have their $50 application fee waived

Join us for a complimentary lunch featuring speakers:

GRANT & ERICA WELCH

TIFFANY WILLIAMS

DR. JIM FITZPATRICK

Student

Student

Alumnus and adjunct professor

Youth and associate pastor,
Crosspointe Baptist Church,
Vancouver
Church Planting Apprentice, NAMB

Youth worker and associate pastor’s
wife, First Baptist Church, Longview

Senior pastor, Crosspointe Baptist
Church, Vancouver

KEY FALL 2017 DEADLINES
• July 15: Priority admission application deadline
• August 21: New Student Orientation
• August 28: Classes begin

TO RSVP OR FOR MORE INFORMATION:
360.882.2200 • PNWC-INFO@GS.EDU
Dr. Mark Bradley
PNWC Director

WWW.GS.EDU
•
98682
3200JANUARY/FEBRUARY
NE 109TH AVENUE
2017 VANCOUVER,
Northwest Baptist WA
Convention
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Continued from page 14

Consequently, when someone struggles with anxiety,
low self-esteem, or depression—all normal mental
health issues—asking for outside assistance may
be seen as bringing dishonor to his or her family’s
standing in the community. The Japanese believe
one should be able to gain enough love and affirmation within the group to address personal struggles
without seeking the help of a professional counselor.
In this context, the prospect of inflicting harm on
oneself is more favorable than bringing shame to
the group, and suicide appears to be a reasonable
choice to end suffering.

changing power of the gospel.
Develop, model, and teach a solid, Bible-based
model of suffering. We all have and will continue to
suffer in this life. It’s an essential part of the Christian
lifestyle to offer human comfort with a compassionate, listening ear, and present the hope and peace
that only Jesus Christ provides.

Nearly three-fourths of all suicides in Japan are carried out by men. Japan is a male-dominated culture
where men are under pressure to provide well for
their families. The male clients I worked with in Tokyo
most frequently cited depression, unemployment,
work, and social expectations as their reasons for
contemplating suicide. With no feasible avenues to
voice the feelings associated with high stress, and
living in a culture where suicide is viewed as a morally acceptable action, suicides occur at a high rate.
In 2006, the Japanese Parliament passed the Basic
Act on Suicide Prevention, which requires local governments to enact suicide prevention plans and help
the relatives of those who die by suicide. In recent
years the rate of suicide among middle-aged men
and the elderly has fallen slightly. However, suicide
rates in the younger generations are still high.
Approximately 1 percent of Japanese profess Christian beliefs, which makes it difficult to imagine how
the Christian community can impact this endemic
problem. There are, however, approaches that local
church bodies and individual believers can utilize to
significantly minister to the hurting Japanese with
whom they come into contact:
Assemble a list of local professional resources to
which you can refer when there is specific, serious
intent of self-harm. It’s very helpful to have immediate access to contact information when professional
assessment and treatment seem necessary.
Provide an atmosphere of acceptance and affirmation in local church bodies to those in need. Church
communities must reflect the reality that we’re all
works in progress and in desperate need of the life-
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By Mark Whitwork, who served in Japan with
his wife Linda, for 11 years with IMB

Seeking Senior Pastor at
Richland Baptist Church, Richland, WA
Our Southern Baptist Church is seeking experienced candidates with a seminary degree and
a heart for reaching the lost and training God’s
people for ministry. An application is posted
on www.RichlandBaptistChurch.org along with
information about the church and a link to community info. Please submit your application and any
background materials to the search committee via
email to searchcommittee@richlandbaptistchurch.
org or RBC Search Committee, PO Box 981, Richland, WA 99352. (electronic submittals preferred).
Questions? 509.947.9860.

“I have told you these things,
so that in me you may have peace.
In this world you will have trouble.
But take heart! I have overcome the world.”
John 16:33

MAP’s 2017 Conference
Vancouver, WA

March 17-18, 2017
For more information: Contact Tina
509-735-4622 or office@columbiabasinbaptist.org

YOUR STORY CAN LEAD TO A SAVIOR
Many people in East Asia have more freedom, more
income and more material possessions than past
generations. But this abundance does not always
lead to a higher quality of life. Long commutes, high
costs of living, endless hours at work, overcrowded
cities, and polluted environments have left many of
people wondering about peace, hope and fulfillment.
When considering the East Asian worldview, many
outsiders might only notice the materialistic, atheistic dynamic of hard-working people whose lives are
defined by long hours at the office. In reality though,
underneath these external characteristics is a complex mixture of Confucian, Daoist, Buddhist and animistic beliefs. The resulting belief system focuses on
certain rituals through which a person gains merit for
self and for deceased ancestors. Here are several
principles for sharing the Good News effectively with
East Asians:
Start with your own story
Many East Asians are struggling to understand their
purpose in life, and telling them how you’ve found
purpose, peace and joy in Christ is a good place to
start. Establishing a good relationship first is critical.
In this context, it’s only in a relationship that someone will give credence to your testimony and open
an opportunity to share God plan of salvation.
Explain the Creator’s existence
Since most East Asians have no belief in a personal
Creator God, it is best to start by explaining the
existence of God. Typically, East Asians will have
many questions about God the Creator. Training in
apologetics can be helpful in answering some of
their questions, but East Asians often need time to
process these new concepts.
Clearly articulate sin
Since Buddhism teaches that all people are basically
good, most East Asians understand sin as something
that only a criminal does. Always take the time to explain that what the Bible defines as sin, that it has to
do with the fact that people are created by God and
ought to praise him instead of worshiping created
things. Thus all humanity is in rebellion against God
and denies him the adoration he deserves, whether

by actively resisting him or by simply being indifferent.
Consider non-Western perspectives
Given their cultural lens, East Asians often resonate
with biblical themes Westerners tend to overlook. For
example, since they typically have a family-centered
worldview, the biblical teaching on God as heavenly
Father, whom we have rebelled against and rejected,
is powerful. Similarly, their honor/shame perspective
means they can easily relate to the teaching that we,
in our sin, have not given God the honor or glory he
deserves.
Focus on atonement
Since traditional East Asian religions place so much
emphasis on gaining merit with the gods through
participation in rituals, it is critical that gospel presentations point to Jesus as the only true and acceptable sacrifice, that we are made righteous by faith
alone, through grace alone in Christ alone.
Address animistic tendencies
Animism is a belief that spirits govern and/or oversee parts of the world and can harm or bless humans. East Asians can be highly animistic in their
belief that ancestors and other gods need to be worshiped. Otherwise, those gods will negatively affect
one’s overall well-being. Our gospel conversations
cannot leave these unbiblical beliefs untouched.
Don’t use high-pressure tactics
Confucian ideals emphasize peace and harmony. As
a result, most East Asians are not confrontational.
Often they will verbally agree with statements they
don’t actually agree with, just to maintain harmony
in the relationship. They would never want a friend
to lose face over a religious dispute. While we must
call for a response, we should not pressure people to
make a decision; they might go along just to please
us. We entrust them to a faithful God and allow them
time to process his truth.
By Jonathan Martyn, who teaches at a seminary in
Asia. Reprinted from Baptist Press
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C h a r i t ab l e R e m a i n d e r T r u s t
Joe recently moved to an Adult Foster Home. Being generous, he wanted to sell his home and
support his favorite charities. However, Joe needed additional income to pay for his care.
The Foundation shared with Joe that he could transfer his home to a charitable remainder
trust, receive an income stream for life and contribute the balance to his favorite causes at his
death.
The Benefits: Tax deduction—continued income stream for life—balance of trust assets to
charity after death. Joe was encouraged and at peace to know that his home would continue to
bless others even after his death.
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Call the NWBF or visit nwbaptistfdn.org today
to see how you might make a difference with your gifts.
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