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VIEWPOINT

Randy Adams
Executive Director

We Really are Family
If you’re over 50, the phrase “we are fam-
ily” might bring the Pointer Sisters 1979 
pop song to mind. But recent events have 
reminded me that Baptists really are family. 
For example, when Jimmy Stewart of the 
Alaska Baptist Convention received dev-
astating third degree burns in July, he was 
flown to a Seattle hospital. Upon arrival, 
NWBC personnel and pastors were onsite 
assisting the family with transportation and 
housing needs.

A similar request came when a mission 
team member from Alabama was flown to 
a Seattle hospital in September. Staff at 
the Puget Sound Association responded 
to a request from his Alabama pastor who 
knew that his Baptist family in Washington 
would minister to his church member.
Requests like these are not unusual. 
Recently, a Baptist family member in the 
south requested we find an Oregon church 
to help a friend in crisis, and we did. An-
other shared that when their child moved 
from Oregon to Massachusetts they 
contacted our Baptist family in Boston who 
helped this young couple move into their 
apartment.

In August, our Northwest Baptist fam-
ily sent 163 from 32 of our churches to 
minister to 1,100 family members (mis-
sionaries) serving in Asia. Our missionaries 
depend on us to support them through the 
Cooperative Program, but they also need 
their Baptist family to pray for them and 
join them on their mission field. They invit-
ed us to help them in their training retreat 
because we are their family. Twenty-two of 
these same missionaries will spend nine 

days with us in early October, helping us 
know better how to reach Asian people 
groups living in the Northwest, among 
other things (details on our website).
This summer, we received an applica-
tion from a church that wants to affiliate 
with the NWBC. This church has a large 
ministry, with thirteen members attend-
ing seminary and several serving in 
international missions. Their small group 
ministry includes learning Old Testament 
Hebrew and others studying biblical 
theology at a high level.

So why do they want to affiliate with the 
NWBC?  They are looking for family. 
They are a church without the extended 
family that Baptists have. They don’t 
have associations, conventions, seminar-
ies, mission boards or a support system 
beyond their own town. As Baptists, we 
even have an insurance and retirement 
system for our pastors (GuideStone).
Like all families, we have our disagree-
ments, crazy uncles, loudmouthed 
cousins, and dysfunctional branches on 
the family tree.  Sometimes these things 
frustrate us. But where would we be 
without our extended family?

In November, the NWBC family will 
gather in Spokane for our annual meet-
ing. We will celebrate what God is doing 
in our Northwest family with abundant 
testimonies and worship. Our family will 
even gather around tables Tuesday, Nov. 
15, for a prime rib dinner (details on our 
website). It will be a sweet time of fellow-
ship. It is a good day to serve the Lord in 
the Northwest!
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Pastor Dave Hunter admits read-
ily that his heart was captured 

by Ugandan Thunder, a children’s 
choir that performed at Wenatchee 
Valley Baptist Church. He didn’t 
know his enthusiasm would lead to 
an international trip of personal min-
istry alongside fellow church mem-
bers and other volunteers.

The Ugandan Thunder tours the United States rais-
ing support for Pennies for Posho, a staple food item 
for Ugandans.

“This is a super loving, evangelistic, serving church 
and we have been in a rebuilding and healing phase,” 
said Hunter of the congregation where he is pas-
tor. “Prayer is the backbone of ministry and it is our 
heart’s desire to be a sending church.”

After the concert, Hunter and church elder Brad 
Smith explored the possibility of taking a team to 
Uganda. Soon to sign on was Hunter’s daughter, 
who leads Fellowship of Christian Athletes at Central 
Washington University in Ellensburg, alongside her 
husband. A team of 18 FCA students and coaches 

NW Church Ministers in Uganda
joined the mission team to serve for two weeks at 
11 orphanages in remote Ugandan villages.

“We went to a string of orphanages with 250 to 700 
kids each day,” Hunter said. “We didn’t go intending 
to do medical work, but a team member trained as a 
nurse brought a small medical kit for each orphan-
age. When we arrived it was bad situations from 
broken arms, malaria, HIV/Aids, sores and lacerated 
feet. Two members of our team were EMTs, and with 
team contributing out of their pockets, more supplies 
were purchased and training was done for the local 
pastor to use those supplies.”

Team participants learned on the fly to remove a 
particular parasite from children’s feet, a heartrend-
ing process for all involved.

Others were pressed into service repairing ragged 
clothing worn by orphans as a practical needs min-
istry, for many only have one set of clothing, accord-
ing to Hunter. Sports camps attracted the children; 
the teams left soccer balls, volleyballs and footballs 
donated by CWU coaches at each orphanage.

“The kids faces just lit up,” Hunter stated. “We also 
were able to take pumps and whistles with funds we 
received and the balls were a big hit. The kids would 
wrap plastic garbage bags and rags together and 
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NW Church Ministers in Uganda

play soccer with those. It was heart-warming to bring 
some joy into their lives. We would pull all the kids, 
street kids and villagers together and I would get to 
share the gospel each day. Our best estimate is that 
at least 500 people prayed to receive Christ.

“One guy from our church said he had never seen 
starving people before and it changed his life,” 
Hunter said. “We are encouraging participation in 
‘Sole Hope,’ which provides shoes made of remnants 
of blue jeans and tires, in hopes of eradicating the 
parasites that attack their feet. We also took enough 
money to give each orphanage the ability to buy over 
40,000 meals, basically enough to feed them for six 
months.” 

A current drought there is expected to lead to wide-
spread starvation in the region, Hunter added.

Since returning home, plans are underway for ad-
ditional ministry in the region. A medical team is 
forming to minister to children’s physical needs. A 
second team hopes to travel in February to continue 
the work in additional orphanages.

“This trip changed my life and I am going to recruit 
all I can,” Hunter said. “We want to hire a couple of 
women in each village just to care for the orphans 
clothing, which will also provide them with an income 
stream. Six of our team felt a call for vocational 
Christian work and other ministries were birthed on 
this trip. Uganda was everything I asked God for it to 
be.”

Those wishing more information can email Hunter at 
hunterdaman@hotmail.com.

By Sheila Allen

Locals and volunteers tend to the feet of children in an orphanage in Uganda. 
A team of 22 traveled from Wenatchee and Ellensburg, WA.
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By Julie McGowan of the IMB

6

They are among 27 new missionaries 
the International Mission Board ap-
pointed in late August during a special 
Sending Celebration near Richmond, 
VA. The celebration featured testimo-
nies from the appointees, a message 
from IMB president David Platt and an 
emphasis on the role churches play in 
assessing and sending Southern Bap-
tist missionaries.

When Rachel was 18, she attended 
a conference where God gave her a 
desire to share the gospel among the 
nations. For Stanton, that desire came 
on his 14th birthday while he was on a 
short-term trip to Thailand.

“God showed me that He created me 
with skills and interests which I should 
use for His glory among the peoples of 
the world,” Stanton said.

The couple was commissioned formally 
during a service in Richmond in late 
September.

Commit to pray
Southern Baptists send missionaries 
“because we’re united by the gospel, 
enthralled in God’s worship, and we’re 
focused on mission,” said Platt. “This 
is why we as an IMB, as an SBC, as a 
coalition of churches represented in this 
gathering tonight — it’s why we exist: 
because we believe we can do more 
together on mission than we can apart.”

Washington couple 
among new IMB workers

Platt said the unifying factor of the peo-
ple attending the Sending Celebration 
in person or via livestream was “not that 
we all come from the same background 
or traditions, the same ethnicity or 
socioeconomic status. We’re not even 
in the same location. Now, what unites 
us together, is that we’ve all come face 
to face with the saving power of God in 
the gospel.” 

Preaching from Acts 13-14, Platt urged 
Southern Baptists to pray for the new 
missionaries as they “obey God’s call to 
the nations.”

Platt reassured the new missionaries 
that they have the prayer support of not 
only their 27 sending churches, but also 
members from the tens of thousands 
of churches comprising the Southern 
Baptist Convention. 

“We have 40,000 churches behind 
you saying, ‘We are with you,’ praying 
for you, giving to support you,” he said. 
These 27 — and all IMB missionaries 
— are supported by Southern Baptists’ 
gifts through the Cooperative Program 
and the Lottie Moon Christmas Offer-
ing.

* Pseudonymns used by IMB for se-
curity purposes

A Washington couple identified publicly as Stanton* and Ra-
chel Bender* -- from Crosspointe Baptist Church in Vancou-

ver -- are fulfilling the missions call they felt from God to work 
where Jesus Christ’s name is unknown in Central Asia.

Preaching from Acts 13-14, 
IMB President David Platt urg-
es Southern Baptists to pray 
for missionaries. Platt spoke 
during an Aug. 24 “Sending 
Celebration” highlighting the 
appointment of 27 new IMB 
missionaries. (IMB Photo by 
Roy M. Burroughs)
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For 60 years, the Northwest Bap-
tist Foundation has passionately 
supported the ministries of the 

Northwest Baptist Convention. As we 
look forward to continued service, I am 
excited to share a few changes.

First, our new logo was designed specifically to 
renew our steadfast focus on the cross. Our logo 
conveys to the world what is most important to us – 
the redemptive and captivating power of the cross. 
The colors circling its foot symbolize fundamental 
services provided by the 
Foundation: church loans, 
scholarships, estate 
planning, charitable giv-
ing and trust administra-
tion. This new logo aligns 
with and complements our 
vision: to encourage steward-
ship across the Northwest so 
that others may experience 
the cross. 

Though we are celebrating our 60th anniversary, 
our time is now. Like you, we understand that effec-
tive ministry requires resources. The Foundation is 
designed and equipped to facilitate the transfer of 
resources to ministry use. In fulfilling this purpose, 
our message is three-fold: to inspire churches to 
embrace and cultivate the concepts of charitable 
giving and legacy planning; to engage the younger 
generation to consider and respect biblical principles 
of financial discipline; and to encourage all genera-
tions to leave a legacy of love through financial com-
mitment to Jesus Christ and his church. We welcome 
the opportunity to share our message in your church.
As the convention works to plant healthy, repro-

ducing churches across the 
Northwest, the Foundation 
supports these efforts in several ways. In partnership 
with Gateway Seminary, we offer legal instruction to 
students preparing to follow their calling as church 
planters. We also serve in the convention’s support 
network by helping churches with legal and account-
ing issues and concerns. Our staff is privileged to 
assist in this church planting movement.

Even as new churches begin, however, we must 
recognize that a number of churches are at risk 
of closure. For churches facing this reality, the 
Foundation can help answer difficult questions. 
There is opportunity for good in these situations. 

Again, we welcome the 
privilege of participat-
ing with you to explore 
available options.

Finally, as the ethnic 
composition of churches affiliated with the conven-
tion continues to change, so too must the composi-
tion of the Foundation’s board of directors. As the 
Foundation fulfills the mission of serving as the trust 
agency for the convention, our governing board must 
reflect and represent those we serve. Accordingly, 
the Foundation will seek stronger ethnic represen-
tation on its board. For similar reasons, we also will 
pursue a broader age demographic. We welcome 
nominations for professionals who share our desire 
to support the various ministries of the convention.

It is an exciting time to serve alongside you in the 
Northwest. Join with us as we honor the Lord for his 
blessings and, most importantly, for his completed 
work on the cross so that we might obtain righteous-
ness and eternal life.

Foundation President 
completes year of leadership

By Clint Overall



8 Northwest Baptist Convention  SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2016

The fall 2016 semester 
at the Pacific North-

west Campus of Gateway 
Seminary began with “the 
largest incoming class” 
since 1998, according 
to campus director Mark 
Bradley.

Among all the students beginning 
the fall term recently, 22 are new 
to Gateway Seminary. The school 
– formerly known as Golden Gate 
Baptist Theological Seminary 
– changed its name earlier this 
summer.

 “The diversity of our new students 
is strong,” Bradley noted. “Of the 
22, five are Korean, two are His-
panic, two are African-American, 
one is Vietnamese, and three are 
female. They include many church 
planters, an IMB missionary, pas-
tor’s children, a pastor’s wife, an 
aspiring worship leader, and an 
aspiring hospice chaplain.”

Bradley credited several factors 

for the increase:
“First, in his sovereign grace, the 
Lord is blessing us.

“Second, the Northwest Baptist 
Convention appears to be re-
sponding well to the passionate 
leadership of (NWBC executive 
director) Randy Adams, leading 
to better morale and health in 
our churches. Since our primary 
fishing pond for recruiting is the 
churches of the NWBC, when 
they’re healthier, that helps us.
“Third, the reboot of The North-
west Witness with articles and ads 
about our campus may be begin-
ning to pay dividends again.

“Fourth, we are blessed to have 
ministry partners like pastors and 
regional team members referring 
prospective students to us.

“Fifth, more church planters seem 
to be catching on to the strategic 
value of the Caskey church plant-
ing scholarship. A record number 
of our students received financial 
aid through that scholarship this 
year.

“Sixth, the Northwest Baptist 
Foundation is even more vocal 
and active now in their support of 
our campus. This is manifested 
through scholarships for our 
students, earnings that benefit 
our campus, and additional estate 
plans naming us as a beneficiary. 
Their advocacy for our campus 
keeps it in the minds and prayers 
of our constituents.

“Finally, our prayer partners are 
interceding on our behalf, and God 
answers prayer.

The year-end financial report also 
showed a positive trend, according 
to Bradley, with the Pacific North-
west Campus up nearly $53,000 
compared to its budget. Seminary 
officials had anticipated a a deficit 
for the year of $143,600, but 
the actual deficit was reduced to 
$90,858.

”One of the reasons for this im-
provement was the generosity of 
donors,” said Bradley.

GATEWAY SEMINARY

Sonya Fitzpatrick orients new students.

By Cameron Crabtree
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Northwest Baptist 
Convention mes-

sengers will emphasize a 
continuing need to ad-
vance mission efforts in 
the Northwest and be-
yond when they convene 
Nov. 15-16 in Spokane, 
WA, for their annual 
meeting.

“Jesus, Our Peace” is the gath-
ering’s theme, focusing primar-
ily on testimonies and reports 
about what God is doing through 
Northwest Baptist churches. “This 
convention meeting is going to be 
stories from and of the Northwest,” 
said Randy Adams, NWBC execu-
tive director.

Messengers will hear multiple 
stories about church revitaliza-
tion, church planting and missions 
in the Northwest and abroad. In 
addition to Adams, speakers for 
the meeting include Steve Bryant, 
NWBC president and member of 
Highland Baptist Church in Red-
mond, OR, and Bill Schmautz, pas-
tor of East Valley Baptist Church 
in Spokane Valley, WA.

Worship leaders and musicians 
from various Resonate Church 
campuses will lead messengers in 
the congregational singing por-

tions of the meeting’s five ses-
sions. The first session begins 
Tuesday morning, Nov. 15, at 8:45.

Among the business highlights, 
messengers are expected to 
approve new churches for affili-
ation with the NWBC, recognize 
new church leaders serving in the 
Northwest and adopt a slate of 
new members of various NWBC 
boards and committees.

The NWBC executive board will 
recommend that messengers 
adopt a $5,067,600 budget for 
2017 ministry efforts. In addition, 
board members will urge adoption 
of an ambitious 2017 regional 
offering goal.

While the total budget for 2017 
decreases by almost $200,000 
from the $5,267,000 2016 bud-
get, Cooperative Program funding 
anticipated from NWBC churches 
is increased by $23,000 – from 
$2,777,000 this year to 
$2,800,000 next year.

In the budget, the board 
will recommend that the 
share of Cooperative Pro-
gram funds forwarded to 
the Southern Baptist Con-
vention Executive Com-
mittee for national and 
international SBC causes 
remain at 27.75 percent.

The major reasons for the de-
crease in the 2017 budget from 
the current year is elimination 
of funding for two open church 
planting positions -- jointly-funded 
positions operated in partnership 
with the North American Mission 
Board, which is slated to allocate 
more than $1,775,000 in the 
NWBC’s 2017 budget – and not 
having the Oasis retreat, a major 
event only held every other year.
On Nov. 14, the Monday before 
the annual meeting, auxiliary 
meetings are taking place:

The Pastor-Layman Conference 
will host two sessions – Monday 
afternoon and evening – using 
Acts 8 as its biblical focal point. 
The first session begins at 1:30.
Northwest Women will also 
sponsor a “missions celebration” 
Monday afternoon. That event also 
begins at 1:30.

NWBC Meeting: Jesus, our Peace
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 east asia          
Journey Creates Bonds   
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Steve Ellis, IMB’s East Asia affinity leader, 18 
months earlier asked Northwest Baptist Convention 
volunteers to staff an affinity group meeting in fall 
2016, the first such gathering in seven years. The 
request shared potential service opportunities that 
included full day programming for 450 children and 
youth, information technology support, medical per-
sonnel, security and more for the large conference.

A year of prayer and planning preceded the journey 
of 163 Northwest Baptists who traveled halfway 
around the globe and selflessly 
gave their time, resources and 
boundless energy to serve those 
on the frontline of international 
gospel efforts.
A formal partnership between the 
Northwest Baptist Convention 
and the East Asia Affinity of the 
International Mission Board was 
established in 2014, opening new 
doors to churches and individuals 
for connections throughout the 
continent of Asia.
The 10-day conference included 

full days, with volunteers working over 10 hours per 
day, the majority giving their time to children. Pre-
schoolers and grade school children were treated to 
a morning of Vacation Bible School, with a choice of 
afternoon offerings that included gaining a mastery 
of puppets, choir, AWANA games, swimming and 
more.

Eight people joined the NWBC effort as a solo mem-
ber from their church, giving opportunity for those 
from small churches to experience international 

[    ]I am humbled by their appreciation and 
gratitude for everything they receive. I 
came wanting to encourage those who 
have given up their comfort to follow 
the Lord’s calling on their lives, and 
instead have been extremely blessed 
myself.

- Carla Goss, 
New Hope Baptist Church in Creswell

Warmth enveloped Northwest volunteers as they took their first breaths upon arrival 
at their destination in East Asia, a vivid reminder not only of the tropical climate, 

but also the reception given to team members who joined hands for a worthy cause.

Northwest Baptist Convention  SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 201612

                                                                                                              
 Brandie Reed                                                                                                                                                                    Audrey Evans                     
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missions. Volunteers from 32 Northwest Baptist 
churches completed the team. 
“This trip was above and beyond anything I could 
ever imagine,” said Carla Goss, who traveled with a 
team from New Hope Baptist Church in Creswell, 
OR and led in children’s craft time. “The connections 
made with the missionaries and their children will 
forever be impressed on my heart.

“I am humbled by their appreciation and gratitude for 
everything they receive,” she added. “I came wanting 
to encourage those who have given up their comfort 
to follow the Lord’s calling on their lives, and instead 
have been extremely blessed myself. I also connect-
ed with many volunteers from the Northwest as well 
and have experienced their overflowing love for the 
Lord and the lost.”

For babies 24 months and under, a suite of 5 rooms 
were designated baby central during the conference, 
a ‘happening’ place for some of the 400 family units 
attending the conference. Many of the infants had 
never spent measurable time apart from their par-
ents, so tender care was needed in the long hours 
during which volunteers ministered. A schedule of 
feeding, naps and playtime was recorded for parents, 
and countless hours spent walking babies in carriers 
around long hotel hallways was par for the course.

“If you could have heard the comments from our mis-
sionaries, you would be so grateful,” said NWBC ex-
ecutive director Randy Adams. “One parent told me 
that his 4-year-old had not made much progress in 

learning to speak, following surgery for a cleft palate, 
but during these days his speech improved greatly 
because of all the interaction with so many English 
speakers. Others were so thankful for the Scripture 
stories and Bible songs their kids were learning and 
repeating. The gratitude from our missionaries was 
expressed daily and with deep sentiment. 

“When you consider that 163 of us traveled to Asia 
to minister to hundreds of missionaries and their chil-
dren, I don’t think our minds could have conceived of 
a better or more consequential mission trip,” added 
Adams. “The days were long and our volunteers gave 
everything of themselves, all of their energy, all of 
their love and then gave some more. I know that we 
will never fully understand what this retreat meant to 
our field personnel, but the children were given a gift 
more profound that we will possibly understand this 
side of heaven.”

Adams noted that few Southern Baptists have ever 
gotten “up close” to so many of our international mis-
sionary families. Northwest Baptists were privileged 
to experience some of the results of Cooperative 
Program and Lottie Moon International Mission giv-
ing. “We demonstrated what cooperation looks like to 
our NWBC and the greater SBC family,” Adams said. 
Teenagers studied the book of James during the 
course of the conference from Centrifuge curriculum 
geared specifically for young people. Two off-cam-
pus outings made for special bonds among partici-
pants, many who are making college plans far from 
parents in the United States in the near future. 

Continued on Page 14  
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“I cannot say enough how important the volunteers 
from 32 churches within the NWBC were to our 
AGM,” said Mike Everett, East Asia affinity operations 
director. “We are so grateful for your support, and 
this meeting could not have happened without your 

sacrificial giving and time spent working the meet-
ing. Thank you, and we look forward to continuing 
our partnership with you as we work together for the 
spread of the gospel in East Asia and throughout the 
world.”

A technology center was created for field personnel 
to drop off their laptop computers during the confer-
ence, where able Northwest team members updated, 
de-bugged and prepared them for the months ahead 
when such services can be hard to find. A pediatri-
cian and four nurses joined the team, providing daily 
care for illness and aches, as well as annual physi-
cals. Volunteers ranged in age from 13 years old to a 
sprinkling of those in their 70s.

Positive attitudes permeated the conference for par-
ticipants and volunteers, with opportunities for future 
work together created by their association. Volun-
teers reveled in the chance to make a difference on 
a global scale.

“We arrived to work with people we did not know,” 
said John Lawless, who joined the team from First 
Baptist Church of Longview, WA, and served along-
side his wife Rita in a preschool class. “We leave with 
people we will never forget.”

Partnerships with IMB personnel in their ministry 
settings are being arranged daily by David Gass, 
NWBC East Asia partnership coordinator. Those 
seeking more information may email dgass@nwbap-
tist.org.

[    ]We arrived to work with peo-
ple we did not know,  we leave 
with people we will never 
forget.

- John Lawless, 
First Baptist Church of Longview, WA

By Sheila Allen

Northwest Baptist Convention  SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 201614
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Editor’s note: Security concerns prevent publica-
tion of most names associated with the recent 
affinity group meeting (AGM) held in Asia. 

“AGM means connecting and reconnecting with 
people who share life with us every day, but distantly,” 
said an international worker. “It is sitting down for 
meals with long-time friends, those who care enough 
to circumscribe the globe to serve with us and listen-
ing to one another’s stories, celebration, hurts and 
just letting our hair down.”

The conference offered daily opportunities for wor-
ship among colleagues and friends in their heart 
language, that they did not have to prepare or lead, a 
rarity in most settings.

“Hearing the word in preached in English that I don’t 
have to translate in order to understand, is special,” 
according to a conference participant. 

“A little taste of heaven when we as a large group 
praise Him together,” noted another. “When I walk 
into the room at the first corporate worship, there is 

such a sense of urgency, such a sense of thankful-
ness – I love it.”

“The AGM will be one of my few chances in three 
years to worship in English when I don’t have to 
prepare and lead it myself, carrying my guitar several 
city blocks or on two hours bus rides to other for-
eigners,” mentioned one leader. “I am one of the only 
worship leaders everywhere I go.”

As for most people, what particularly moved partici-
pants was the opportunity for their children to grow 
and be encouraged in a familiar setting. 

“This is a wonderful opportunity for my children to 
have their own Vacation Bible School for the first 
time in their lives” stated one worker. “They love 
learning and meeting other kids who live overseas.”

“When I was a young mother, I had not sat next to 
my husband in nine months without babies on my 
lap,” according to one field worker. “I will never forget 
sitting next to each other, singing and listening with a 
knowledge our kids were being cared for. There was 
such a freedom to really listen and hear God.”

Stark reminders of personal costs for those advancing the gospel in international set-
tings were on display for Northwest Baptists who traveled to Asia recently to serve 

Southern Baptist global workers. Many volunteers were reminded anew of the toll some 
shoulder not only for themselves but also for their families as they seek to live out the 
call on their lives for the nations.

NW volunteers make a difference

Continued on Page 22
  SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2016  Northwest Baptist Convention 15



16 Northwest Baptist Convention  SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2016

God forms us on the j
ourney

The Walk

In the months since accepting the International Mission Board’s retirement incentive, I have 

thought back over my years on the field. In summer 1977, I was among eight Baptist Journeymen 

with the Foreign Mission Board (now the IMB) who went to serve two years in Japan.  Our first 

two weeks there, a missionary couple who had gone to Japan not long after World War II oriented 

us to the culture -- introducing us to the food, customs and beliefs of the Japanese people.  After 

that, each of us traveled to locations where we would serve.  

I flew to the southern island of Kyushu to its most well-known city, Nagasaki, staying the first two 

weeks there with Pratt and Rita, a missionary couple with whom I would work.  After my first week 

there, Rita took me two streetcar stops from their house to visit the little two-room apartment that 

would be my home.   Rita left me to work on the apartment, telling me just to return to their house 

in time for dinner.  

When it came time to return to their house, I decided to walk back rather than taking the streetcar. 

Rather than following the streetcar line, I struck out on what seemed to be a more direct route 

over the hill to their house.

I’m not adventuresome.  People sometimes think I am since I’ve lived in five very different coun-

tries over the years.  Instead, I’m someone who appreciates the secure and doesn’t find change 

easy.  The reason I made it while living overseas speaks volumes about who God is and hardly 

anything about me.

His Enabling Presence

When God calls us to do something, he enables us to do it, even if what he tells us to do seems 

out of character or difficult.  It’s all about his enabling presence. Life would be easier if we knew 

where we were going to end up before starting out, but life’s not that way and we go through life 

not always knowing how things will work out until we finally get to where God wants us. 

After graduating from high school I went to the Baptist Conference Center at Glorieta, NM, to 

work as a staffer.  At 18, not knowing what to do with the rest of my life, I hoped by working at 

this conference center to discover more of God’s will for my life.

Before the summer was over, I sat next to a man in the dining hall.  As we talked I shared with him 

my reasons for working there that summer. At the time what he said didn’t make much sense, but 

thankfully I never forgot it.  Using a homespun illustration, he told me that God takes us one step 

at a time in life.  He reveals his will for our lives as we plod through life, rather than revealing it all 

at once.  

Prayer Walk

Our walk through life must be a prayer walk.

Northwest Baptist Convention  SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 201616
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Continued on Page 18

On that hot, humid, summer day 
in 1977 I thought I knew where I 
was going and how to get there 
but it didn’t take long before I real-
ized I didn’t.  As I meandered down 
walkways and narrow passage-
ways, I would take turns that led 
me up steps where the sunlight 
closed in amid quaint, old buildings 
tightly built next to each other.  I 
felt like I was in a maze as narrow 
lanes suddenly ended and I had to 
search for a path that would open 
to yet other paths.

Had I not been able to talk with 
God as I walked, I would have 
absolutely despaired.  God was 
with me. 

By the looks on people’s faces, it 
was obvious they had never had 
a foreigner in their community.  I 
smiled both from embarrassment 
and out of a desire to let them 
know I was totally lost.  Children 
hopped and played.  Looking up 
they were startled by my presence, 
strange face and size.  The elderly 
looked at me bewildered.

People Along The Way
As we go through life, God places 
all kinds of people along our path.  
Some became dear friends.  Oth-
ers enter our lives at what might 
seem an insignificant juncture but 
end up making profound differ-
ences.

In summer 1988, God led me 
to work in a Belgium for a year.  
Unbeknown to me before arriving, 
plans had been made for a group 
of Baptist young people from 
the Middle East to visit Belgium, 
France and the UK, sharing the 
need for Christians to reach out to 
Muslims living in their countries.

As the secretary working in a 
Baptist mission office, I was re-
sponsible for helping this group.  I 
went with them as they spoke in 
churches. I had never met a Mus-
lim that I was aware of and didn’t 
know anything about Islam.

I don’t know what God did in the 
hearts of those who heard them 
speak that summer, but God 
spoke to me.  One night, returning 
to my apartment after a service, I 
was burdened by what I’d heard.  
In my darkened bedroom, I said, 
“God, if You can ever use me in 
the Muslim world, I just want you 
to know that I’m available.”  It was 
a simple but heartfelt prayer.  

At the end of the summer, the 
young people returned to their 
homes in Egypt, Gaza, Jordon and 
Lebanon.  I busied myself working 
in the office and leading a dis-
cipleship training class one night 
a week.  My International Baptist 
Church had English classes one 
night a week.  I decided to get 
involved.  I worked with a British 
woman who seemed reluctant to 
let me teach the lesson. She did, 
though, ask me to teach the Bible 
lesson at the end of class.

Not long after I started teach-
ing the Bible lesson, a young 
Iranian wanted to speak with 
me after class.  His dad, I later 
learned, had paid smugglers to 
get him to Europe.  He told me 
he was Muslim and didn’t want 
to change his religion.  “That’s 
fine,” I told him, “you can come 
to class and you don’t have 
to change your religion.”  He 
continued coming to class and 
was often the only one who 
would ask questions about the 

Bible. He was the first Muslim I 
ever met.
Years later, I realize God placed 
him in my life at that time both to 
keep my earlier prayer alive and to 
ignite it.

The next summer, in 1989, I went 
to Nicosia, Cyprus for two years.  
God was getting me closer to the 
Muslim world although at that time 
I was unaware of what he was 
doing.  Again I worked in a Baptist 
office and taught a discipleship 
class one night a week.  In my 
small English-language church 
an Iranian man would sometimes 
attend.  He and his wife were 
Muslim-background believers who 
eventually were hoping to settle in 
an English speaking country.
With next to no English, I’d see 
this man at church and would use 
simple hand motions to let him 
know that I was happy that he’d 
come.  Each time I saw him I went 
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through my same, simple hand motion routine until 
one Sunday speaking a little English he let me know 
that he and his family were lonely. They invited me to 
dinner for my first Iranian meal.  Their little daughter 
became one of my dear friends.  I would go to their 
house, sit on the floor and play with her.  Little did I 
know then that one day I would work with Persian 
speakers.  

Just like that August walk in 1977, I continued on 
not knowing exactly where the various twists and 
turns of my life would eventually lead me. That’s sort 
of like how mission work often is.  

Before leaving Japan to return to the States in 1979, 
one of our mission leaders, Sam James, told me, 
“How God has used your life these two years isn’t 
nearly as important as what God has done in you 
during this time.”  Service for God is much more than 

how he uses 
us and always 
about us know-
ing him in a 
deeper way. 

People Provide 
Insight
After walking 
a long time 
that sum-
mer day, I 
came atop 
the hill to a 
wide open 
area full of 
shops and 
buildings. 
In absolute 
confusion 
I looked 
around.  

There were several ways I could have gone.  I had 
no idea which way to turn or which way to go.  I just 
stood silently telling God that I didn’t know what to 
do and which path to take.  I asked him to help me.

Then, I heard someone call my name.  I’d only been 
in Nagasaki a week. Who knew me? A Christian girl 
who lived on the missionary compound was returning 
home from work when saw me standing there and 

called out.  
She spoke 
English.  I 
told her I 
was lost 
and she 
walked 
with me 
to the 
mis-
sionar-
ies’ 
house.

As 
scary 
as 
it is 
to be lost, when we can look at 
things calmly we realize eventually we will find our 
way or be found.  Feeling we’ve lost our way in life 
can be scarier and can cause us to wonder if we’ve 
reached the end of the road rather than seeing the 
experience as a grand new beginning.  I’ve returned 
now to the United States after a career of serv-
ing the Lord overseas.  Several years ago I told my 
supervisor, “What joy I know.  God created me for this 
work.”  

Now it seems like I’ve reached yet another hill top in 
my life.  I know God has created me for this, too, al-
though once again I find myself praying and seeking 
the path that God would have me take.

Often our journey through life can seem much like 
my walk on that hot, humid summer day in 1977.  
But no matter how difficult it may get may we re-
member:

His enabling presence is with us.

We must continue in prayer.

God will use people in our lives to provide insight.

The journey, rather than the destination, is what God 
wants to use to make us into the people he’s created 
us to be.

(Adapted from Susan Vessey, a retired missionary 
now living in the Northwest.)
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East Asia Training Meetings

SEATTLE

October 1: EA1 Day (9AM to 3PM)
October 3 - 4: EA2 Days (9AM to 3PM)

 
Hope Fellowship Church

21115 SE 272nd Street
Maple Valley, WA 98038

(425) 432-5114

EA1 Days:  IMB personnel will share exciting 

stories from their work all over East Asia (Chi-

na, Japan, Korea, Taiwan). They will also offer 

practical ways that you can be a part of reach-

ing East Asia for Christ. We will have a time of 

worship and extended prayer for the people of 

East Asia. We’ll discuss the many opportunities 

available for volunteers and mission teams in 

projects all over East Asia.

PORTLAND

October 6 - 7: EA2 Days (9AM to 3PM)
October 8: EA1 Day (9AM to 3PM)

 
Greater Gresham Baptist Church

3848 NE Division Street
Gresham, OR 97030

(503) 667-1515

EA2 Days:  IMB personnel will give practical 

training to prepare you for effective ministry in 

Washington, Oregon, and northern Idaho. Train-

ing topics include: “Compass:  A Diagnostic Tool 

for Evaluating Church Health & Growth”, “A  

Simple Evangelism Tool for Everyone”, “How 

to do Cross-Cultural Ministry Overseas or in the 

USA”, and “How to Prepare & Send a Good  

Volunteer Mission Team from Your Church,” etc.

Don’t miss out on this opportunity to gain a vision for reaching the lost of East Asia 
and to receive practical ministry training you can apply right here in the Northwest!

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT:
www.nwbaptist.org
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Year-to-Date Budget vs Actual Comparison  
   Budget            Actual           Variance 
1,869,135          1,904,766          35,631 

Cooperative Program Giving ...

   YTD-16  
Auburn-Igl Hispana LifeWay 605
Auburn-Lifeway Ch Auburn 400
Auburn-Auburn Celebration  2,068  
Auburn-Reliance  1,687  
Auburn-Solid Ground 259  
Bellevue-Essential  8,192  
Bellevue-Well Commun  5,187  
Bellevue-Lake Hills  3,253  
Bellevue-Leaven Church  2,208  
Bellingham-Living Word 200  
Bellingham-Fil-Am 720  
Bellingham-God’s Chosen 403  
Bellingham-Immanuel 360  
Blk Diamond-Chap Wood  4,044  
Bonney Lake-Church Club 1 200  
Bothell-Ekklesia  5,024  
Bothell-Living Spring 620  
Bothell-Hallows W Seattle  3,553  
Bothell-CrossPointe  10,833  
Bothell-Dwelling Place 760  
Bothell-Queensgate 800  
Bothell-Tabern de Dios 327  
Burlington-Calvary  1,600  
Camano Island-Restoration  2,975  
Clear Lake-FBC 800  
Darrington-Mt View  2,048  
Des Moines-The Mountain  1,394  
Edmonds-North Seattle 100  
Edmonds-One In Christ 400  
Edmonds-Rock of Hope  5,900  
Enumclaw-FBC  1,600  
Everett-Redemption Ch  8,823  
Everett-The Journey  10,298  
Everett-Faith Internatl 300  
Everett-Pinehurst  3,275  
Everett-S Everett Comm  5,600  
Everett-Silver Lake  2,060  
Fed Way-Compass Christian  1,600  
Fed Way-First Ukranian 800  
Fed Way-Bethel 800  
Fed Way-FBC 450  
Fed Way-Korean-Amer  9,590  
Fed Way-Lifeway  1,600  
Fed Way-Light Church  1,711

YTD-16
Fed Way-Nine Lakes  1,029  
Federal Way-Christ Church 350  
Federal Way-Good Neighbor 600  
Federal Way-SoundSide 571  
Hamilton-FBC  10,990  
Issaquah-Foothills  14,560  
Kenmore-Landing Church  2,327  
Kenmore-Disciple Making 250  
Kent-Bread of Life 75  
Kent-Emmanuel Bhutanese 165  
Kent-Evangelical 600  
Kent-International Christian 350  
Kent-Sequoia 12,600  
Kirkland- Bridge Church  1,201  
Lakewood-Emmaus 400  
Lakewood-FBC  37,749  
Lakewood-Good Shepherd 240  
Lakewood-Kaleo Community  2,091  
Lynden-La Vid Verdadera 905  
Lynnwood-Healing 120  
Lynnwood-Global Mission 300  
Lynnwood-Japanese 959  
Lynnwood-Martha Lk  7,914  
Lynnwood-ONE Church 775  
Lynnwood-Seattle Bridge  1,408  
Lynwood-Providence 800  
Maple Falls-Mt. Baker 565  
Maple Valley-Hope  22,050  
Marysville-Emmanuel  3,629  
Mill Creek-Adullam  1,299  
Monroe-FBC  22,257  
Monroe-Casa de Paz 775  
Mount Vernon-Christian  1,013  
Mount Vernon-Trinity  4,600  
Oak Harbor-Bethel 350  
Oak Harbor-Christian Fellow 476  
Oak Harbor-Southern  5,591  
Puyallup-High Pointe  18,975  
Puyallup-South Hill 596  
Puyallup-Sunrise  22,395  
Puyallup-Washington Mission 264  
Redmond-FBC Rose Hill  5,690  
Redmond-Korean Hope 500  
Redmond-Meadowbrook 40,641  

YTD-16
Redmond-Passion Church 470 
Renton-Agape Vietnamese 600  
Renton-Calvary  14,809  
Renton-Church of Beloved  8,249  
Renton-Iglesia Vida  1,600  
Renton-NewStory  1,675  
Renton-Sarang 600  
Renton-Trinity  3,200  
Roy-Nisqually Valley  2,900  
Sammamish-21st Century  1,072  
SeaTac-Riverton Heights 400  
Seattle-Ethiopian Intl 30  
Seattle-Mojdeh 70  
Seattle--Vona 405  
Seattle-The Hallows  16,666  
Seattle-Chinese Southern  17,193  
Seattle-Epic Life  2,675  
Seattle-FBC Beverly Pk  2,745  
Seattle-Living Water Chinese 565  
Seattle-Roots Community 491  
Seattle-Thien An  2,400  
Sedro Woolley-Cross Country 898  
Sedro Woolley-Skagit 800  
Sedro Woolley-Valley  3,249  
Snohomish-Bridge  3,727  
Snohomish-BridgeCity  4,168  
Sultan-FBC  2,611  
Tacoma-The Pathway  2,926  
Tacoma-E.Tacoma Filipino 200  
Tacoma-Filipino Inter  1,125  
Tacoma-Grit City  2,171  
Tacoma-Highland Hill  1,949  
Tacoma-Japanese Intl  4,571  
Tacoma-New Beginnings 85  
Tacoma-New Hope 157  
Tacoma-Parkland 500  
Tacoma-Tacoma FBC  35,000  
Tacoma-VMCM 270  
Woodinville- Northcreek 800  
Yelm-First  3,634  
Yelm-Ignite Church  2,403  
Total:   516,476  
 

  YTD-16  
Bremerton-Kitsap Lake  4,633  
Bremerton-Sonshine  2,996  
Castle Rock-FBC  6,063  
Chehalis-Dayspring  6,649  
Dryad-Community  1,751  
Elma-Bethany  1,886  
Forks-FBC  8,842  
Kalama-Kalama  5,893  
Kelso-East Kelso 570  
Lacey-FBC  8,985  
Lacey-New Zion 600  
Lacey-Principe de Paz 199  
Longview-Beacon Hill  3,045

Region 1

Region 2

 YTD-16
Longview-FBC  55,254  
Longview-Highlands  1,037  
Longview-La Iglesia 568  
Longview-Robert Gray  8,166  
Longview-Valley  21,521  
Ocean Shores-Faith Com  2,006  
Olympia-Illuminate 200  
Olympia-Joy 170  
Olympia-McKenzie Road  19,570  
Port Angeles-Hillcrest 4,161
Port Hadlock-Oak Bay  1,484  
Port Orchard-Evergreen  1,596  
Port Orchard-FBC  6,937

Region 3

 YTD-16
Port Townsend-San Juan  11,122  
Rainier-Delena 569  
Randle-Reconciled  3,501  
Scappoose-Creekside  1,848  
Sequim-FBC  10,057  
Silverdale-Clear Creek  1,641  
Silverdale-Connections 416  
Silverdale-Kitsap Christian 450  
Toledo-FBC  16,780  
Tumwater-The Canvas 621  
Vaughn-Key Peninsula 928  
Yelm-Evergreen 100  
Total:  222,815  
  

 YTD-16
Battle Ground-Comm 848  
Beavercrk-NW Contexture  2,668  
Beaverton-FBC  10,209  
Beaverton-Global 350  
Beaverton-Iglesia Bautista  4,075  
Bingen-FBC 952  
Boring-Orient Drive  3,380  
Boring-Iglesia Vida Nueva  1,867  
Camas-Lacamas Heights  1,430  
Camas-Gracepoint Fellowship 250  
Estacada-Clackamas Vly  1,382  
Forest Grove-Fellowship  1,644  
Forest Grove-The Crossing  1,345  
Goldendale-Columbus Ave  11,383  
Gresham-Grtr Gresham  67,970  
Happy Valley-Trinity  7,185  
Hillsboro-New Life  4,089  
Hillsboro-Oregon 200  
Hood River-Tucker Road  3,495  
Klickitat-Klickitat Valley 683  
Lake Oswego-Lake Bible 200

 YTD-16
McMinnville-Grace  1,690  
McMinnville-Valley  17,281  
Mt Hood Parkdale-Parkdale  1,398  
Newberg-Chehalem Valley  11,841  
Odell-FBC  1,044  
Oregon City-Catalyst  2,305  
Prtld-Flavel Street 450  
Prtld-Mien Fellowship  1,809  
Prtld-Antioch Christian  1,350  
Prtld-Bridge City 456  
Prtld-Holgate  3,830  
Prtld-Kaleo Communities 352  
Prtld-Korean Logos  1,800  
Prtld-Mill Park  5,151  
Prtld-New Harvest  2,692  
Prtld-Peninsula 900  
Prtld-Remedy City  1,975  
Prtld-Renaissance 136  
Prtld-Romanian 600  
Prtld-Solid Rock  5,914  
Prtld-Vietnamese Revival 804  
Prtld-Word of Life Romanian 970

 YTD-16
Ptld- Zomi Bethel 570
Ridgefield-Discovery Pointe  2,617  
Rufus-Bapt Ch at Rufus 880  
The Dalles-Emmanuel  3,827  
Tigard-Hall Blvd  9,041  
Tigard-Japanese Intnl  1,000  
Tigard-Nema Oregon 150  
Tillamook-Life Change  1,974  
Vancouver-Ukrainian 400  
Vancouver-CrossPointe  20,796  
Vancouver-Evergreen  1,947  
Vancouver-First Slavic 450  
Vancouver-Fourth Plain 735  
Vancouver-Grace  1,200  
Vancouver-Korean 400  
Vancouver-Revival  1,200  
Vancouver-Song of Hope 800  
Vancouver-Trinity  5,557  
Vancouver-Vietnamese 320  
West Linn-NW Contexture 90  
Wilsonville-Creekside  4,042  
Total:  248,351  

Region 5

YTD-16
Albany-Calvary  3,081   
Albany-Knox Butte 80  
Bend-River Woods 400  
Bend-Summit Community 913  
Corvallis-Branch  3,920  
Corvallis-Grant Avenue  25,040   
Cottage Grove-Calvary  2,582   
Creswell-New Hope  19,091   
Dallas-FBC  1,238   
Dexter-Dexter Baptist 987  
Drain-FBC 250  
Eugene-Fairfield  18,667   
Eugene-Harvest Comm  10,030   
Eugene-Japanese 213  
Eugene-Riviera  5,544   
Florence-FBC  12,797   
Glendale-Glendale  5,254   
Gold Beach-Sixth Street  1,148   
Grants Pass-College Hghts  1,666   
Grants Pass-Dayspring  1,052   
Grants Pass-River Valley 394  
K Falls-Ch on Homedale  10,753   
Keizer-Cristiana Renuevo  1,665   
Lakeview-Trinity  3,007   
Lebanon-Trinity  6,122   
Lincoln City-Pacific  1,751   
Madras-FBC  3,427   
Medford-Living Hope  1,869   
Medford-Lozier Lane 4,219 

YTD-16
Medford-New Horizon  1,473   
Monmouth-Central  2,399   
Myrtle Creek-FBC  2,318   
Newport-Calvary  1,834   
North Bend-FBC  7,724   
Phoenix-FBC  5,122   
Prineville-Calvary  4,739   
Prospect-Prospect 624  
Redmond-Highland  92,046   
Reedsport-Highlands  1,674   
Rogue River-Grace  7,586   
Roseburg-Bethany 90  
Roseburg-Faith & Reason 431  
Roseburg-Vine Street  12,581   
Salem-Capital  18,372   
Salem-Living Water 253  
Salem-Skyline  1,342   
Siletz-Sacred Ground 498  
Springfield-East Side  3,686   
Springfield-Trinity  10,280   
Sweet Home-FBC  1,262   
Terrebonne-Smith Rock  1,533   
Toledo-FBC  2,487   
Waldport-FBC  1,200   
Warm Springs-Warm Sprgs  1,708   
White City-Trinity 404
Winston-Community  6,412   
Yachats-Yachats 970  
Total:  338,207   
 

 YTD-16
Airway Hts-Airway Hts  14,900  
Airway Hts-Spokane Rock 500  
Athol-Athol  12,824  
Benton City-FBC  1,615  
Bonners Ferry-Boundary 416  
Brewster-Calvary  2,400  
Burbank-Trinity 600  
Cashmere-Evergreen 810  
Cheney-Fellowship  2,762  
Clarkston-Sonrise  3,777  
Clarkston-Trinity 560  
Coeur d’Alene-Emmanuel  10,139  
Coulee City-Cowboy 168  
Dayton-Faith Chapel 320  
Deer Park-FBC  12,142  
E Wenatchee-Eastmont  39,583  
Ellensburg-Chestnut St  12,528  
Ephrata-Redeeming Grace 150  
Greenacres-Greenacres  12,199  
Harrison-Community  3,600  
Heppner-Willow Creek  3,842  
Hermiston-Grace  1,386  
Hermiston-New Beginnings  1,720  
Ione-Ione  3,063  
Kellogg-FBC 8  
Kennewick-Crossview  1,600  
Kennewick-Finley First  1,600  
Kennewick-Hillview  4,330  
Kennewick-Kennewick  58,674  
Kennewick-Quinault  4,924  
La Grande-The Way  2,030  
La Grande-Trinity 780  
Leavenworth-FBC  7,171  
Lewiston-Orchards  7,209  
Lewiston-Tammany  19,665  
Loon Lake-Mtn Lakes Fellow 502  
Mead-Crossover  2,400  
Moscow-Trinity  3,837  
Moses Lake-Emmanuel  3,576  
Newport-Newport So  4,977  
Northport-FBC 778  
Oakesdale-FBC  1,082  
Orofino-FBC 254  
Pasco-Redeemer Tri-Cities  2,256  
Pasco-Emmanuel  2,278

 YTD-16
Pasco-International 865  
Paterson-Community  1,491 
Pendleton-Pendleton  7,515  
Pilot Rock-Pilot Rock  5,467  
Prosser-Calvary  1,787  
Pullman-Emmanuel  21,287  
Pullman-Grace and Glory  1,194  
Pullman-Resonate  13,519  
Quincy-Iglesia Nueva Vida 480  
Rathdrum-New Beg  1,789  
Rice-Victory  1,361  
Richland-Reata Sprgs  14,897  
Richland-Richland  138,924  
Richland-Richland Hghts  2,376  
Spirit Lake-Spirit Lake  2,302  
Spokane Valley-Dishman  7,536  
Spokane Valley-East Valley  3,464  
Spokane Valley-Valleypoint  2,000  
Spokane-Inland 458 
Spokane-Crestline  1,661  
Spokane-Driscoll Blvd  7,903  
Spokane-North Addison  6,346  
Spokane-Pinnacle  5,180  
Spokane-River City 623  
Spokane-Springhill Bible  1,620  
Spokane-The Rock 437  
Spokane-Windsor  5,537  
St Maries-College Ave 964  
Sunnyside-Trinity  1,430  
Toppenish-Watering Hole 646  
Umatilla-Primera Igl 150  
Union Gap-FBC  1,999  
W Richland-Grace&Truth  5,218  
W Richland-Reliance Fellow  5,297  
Walla Walla-Blue Mt  3,872  
Walla Walla-CenterPointe  1,000  
Wapato-FBC  1,362  
Warden-First 400  
Wenatchee-Valley  3,600  
Yakima-Terrace Hghts  10,311  
Yakima-The Cross  8,075  
Yakima-The River  1,098  
Zillah-Mtn View  2,940  
Total:  578,316  
 
 
  
 
 

Region 4

Report only includes churches that have contributed through the 
Northwest Baptist Convention January-August 2016. A full report of all 

NWBC churches is available at www.gonbw.org/cp/

... partnering with more than 46,000 churches to make Christ known at home, across the nation, and around the world.
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... partnering with more than 46,000 churches to make Christ known at home, across the nation, and around the world.

2016 ANNUAL MEETING
November 15-16

JESUS, OUR PEACE

PASTOR/LAYMAN CONFERENCE
Monday, November 14

1:30 pm & 6:30 pm

NORTHWEST BAPTIST CONVENTION

WORSHIP LEADER: 
Josh Martin

SPEAKERS: 
Randy Adams,

Bill Schmautz, Steve Bryant

LOCATION:  
Red Lion in the Park

303 W North River Drive, Spokane, WA. 
Call (800) 733-5466 for reservations

NWBC needs to be mentioned for 
hotel reservations and rates.

CHURCH PLANTING PRIME RIB DINNER
Tuesday, November 15

Cost: $15 per person with advanced purchase by Oct. 31
Make your reservation online at www.nwbaptist.org

FOR MORE INFORMATION:   www.nwbaptist .org

NW Women
Missions Celebration and Dessert

Monday, November 14, 2016
1:30 - 3:00 PM

Red Lion Hotel, Spokane, Washington
Featuring:  Linda Cooper, 
National WMU President

Celebrate what God is doing around the world 
through missions!

RSVP nwwomen@nwbaptist.org
There is no charge for this event.

MINISTRY WIVES 
LUNCHEON

How sweet it i
s! 

Tuesday, Nov. 15
Red Lion Hotel at the Park

Spokane, WA
Cost: $23 per person
Pay online by Nov. 7
www.nwbaptist.org
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“Gratefulness abounds when I know my kids are 
being cared for by loving friends, from our culture, 
who patiently love on them,” said another conference 
attendee. “My kids love making new crafts and learn-
ing Bible stories and verses with their friends. “ An-
other added, “My children, who spend most of their 
time with local kids and with each other, are able to 
be around other kids that speak their language and 
understand them. They will be loved on and encour-
aged by adults other than mom and dad who also 
love and follow Jesus.”

“I can say with certainty that AGMs leave a lasting 
impression on the majority of the children that take 
part in this event,” recalled a field worker. “With the 
volunteers’ willingness to serve, I know my children 
are having the opportunity to develop sweet friend-
ships with kids that have a lot of the same experi-
ences as they do. What they have done for us has 
great significance.”

“Learning about America from our volunteers is 
needed,” said another. “This is important because 
the longer we are gone, the more we forget our kids 
don’t know. For example, our first stateside, our kids 
had no idea what a television commercial was or 
how to eat a corn dog.”

Serving international workers up close impacted 
many Northwest Baptist volunteers throughout the 
conference.

“This week was filled with many aspects of being a 
missionary that I had never really considered from 
my American perspective,” said Kittie Mahnke, who 
joined a team from Highland Baptist Church in Red-
mond, OR. “Listening to their heart needs and being 
able to pray for them with a deeper understanding 
has been a tremendous encouragement to me. I 
will no longer just ‘have heard’ that my brothers and 
sister in Christ are suffering. They have encouraged 
me to live in a flowing stream that continually relies 
on Abba Father for pure fresh water.”

The East Asia affinity meeting also afforded partici-
pants opportunities to learn from their colleagues.

“This gives us the opportunity to be with treasured 
friends and colleagues,” mentioned one worker. “We 
are engaged by the cross-pollination of ideas. Sitting 
in the hotel hallway late into the night relaxing and 
refreshing with friends from all over the affinity is 
special.  What a blessing and refocusing for the next 
season before us.”

Continued from Page 15

By Sheila Allen

Volunteers from the Northwest 
met the needs of second grade 
children during the recent 
East Asia AGM conference.
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COOPERATIVE PROGRAM : WE ARE NOT ALONE
Editor’s Note: October is Cooperative Program 
Emphasis Month in the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion.

“Great Commission Advance” shouldn’t be mistaken 
for a formal program. It’s more personal.

It’s a call for “every Southern Baptist and every 
Southern Baptist church living up to the high calling 
of disciple-making, evangelism and missions, bibli-
cal stewardship and fervent and effective prayer,” as 
Frank S. Page, president of the SBC Executive Com-
mittee, defines the focus of a growing partnership 
between state conventions and SBC entities.

Simply put: “We follow Jesus, we love others like 
Jesus and we tell the world about Jesus,” Page said.

In myriad ways among Southern Baptists, Great 
Commission Advance is nurturing discussions about 
Cooperative Program national and international mis-
sions and ministries, and other initiatives large and 
small, to tell the lost about Jesus.

And it relays a key message to missionaries, church 
planters and pastors in bivocational or traditional set-
tings: “Through the Cooperative Program, we defi-
nitely are not alone,” Page said. “That is the theme of 
this emphasis: We are ‘Not Alone,’” in moving toward 
the 100th anniversary of the Cooperative Program in 
2025.

Southern Baptists encompass “many faces, many 

accents, many languages, but we’re all reading from 
the same Word, working for the same goal -- to 
share the gospel with every person on the planet,” 
Page noted. The Cooperative Program enables every 
church “no matter its size and every group no matter 
its ethnicity” to do its part in the Great Commission 
task, which he underscores as “the single mission of 
the Southern Baptist Convention for more than 170 
years.”

Page also envisions each follower of Christ having “a 
personal missions portfolio,” a “personal and strategic 
plan to embrace the Great Commission … to be on 
mission every single day of our lives … beginning in 
the community where we live and expanding across 
North America and to the far reaches of the world.”

“We need to be resolute,” Page said, “in leaving 
behind a legacy of commitment to our Lord, a legacy 
of missions and evangelism, a legacy of church 
plants and missionary work, a legacy of touching the 
lives of countless men and women, boys and girls in 
discipleship.”

Since Southern Baptists launched the Cooperative 
Program in 1925, “God has used it to do things that 
no other denomination has ever seen,” Page said. “As 
we approach that 100-year mark, may it be stronger 
than it has ever been before, may there truly be a 
Great Commission Advance.”

(By Art Toalston, senior editor of Baptist Press, 
news service of the Southern Baptist Convention.)
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Northwest Baptist Convention
3200 NE 109th Ave
Vancouver, WA 98682

Special gifts to a Pastoral Assistance Fund  
administered by the Northwest Baptist   

Foundation helped one NWBC Pastor receive 
much needed dental implants.   

Let us assist you in finding ways to provide 
scholarships, help churches, assist pastors and 

support missionaries across the U.S. and 
around the world! 

“Thank you for giving 
me my smile back!” 

To set up an appointment, 
please call our office in Vancouver 

360.882.2250 

CELEBRATING 60 YEARS OF SERVICE TO NORTHWEST BAPTISTS 


