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VIEWPOINT

For Perspective, Give Me a Good Map

Randy Adams
Executive Director

2

Every week I use the Global Positioning Satellite system (GPS) to get
me where I need to be. It’s remarkable
how it works and its accuracy. Missionaries use GPS to pinpoint remote
church locations where roads don’t
exist.
As much as I appreciate GPS, it
hasn’t completely replaced a good
map. My favorite map is the National
Geographic Atlas of the World. Its 138
pages contain maps on world climate,
population, food, minerals, and even
the solar system.
The reason I like maps is they help
put my location in perspective. When
I look at a map I can see where I am,
where I’ve been, and where I’m going.
On a map I can view the totality of my
travels and pinpoint special places
along the journey. Maps give a perspective that GPS can’t.
As Christians we have a perspective unbelievers don’t. The Bible provides us this perspective by giving us
the roadmap of history. We know how
things started and how things will end.
We know Jesus stands at the center of
history. The purpose of life, and even
daily happenings, find ultimate meaning in their relationship to what God is
doing and has done through Jesus.
For example, as soon as the Fall
took place in the Garden of Eden, God
directed man’s mind to the coming of
Jesus by promising that the seed of
the woman would crush the serpent’s
head (Gen. 3:15). From this beginning, the Bible unfolds God’s plan in
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Christ, revealing his will and purpose
through the Old Testament prophets, the New Testament revelation,
before the end of history when Jesus
returns.
Because Jesus provides us with
perspective and purpose in daily
living, Hebrews tells us to keep our
eyes on him as we run life’s race.
(Heb. 12:1). Jesus enables us to
“stay on our feet” and continue moving forward with him, even as we
navigate life’s daily trials.
Contrast the perspective Jesus gives the believer with that of
those who don’t know him. For the
unbeliever, history is going nowhere
and life is absurd because it has
no perspective-point, and thus no
way to place into history’s purpose
the events of the day. We see this
reflected in our media, and especially
in our news, where the focus is on
the politics of the moment or the
sporting event of the week. For the
unbeliever, life is about tragedies and
triumphs, ups and downs, but without the perspective of the Bible, and
without finding one’s center in Jesus,
it all becomes meaningless.
What does this mean for us? It
means we must keep our eyes on
history’s champion, and not get derailed by the politics of the moment.
Love your neighbor. Be a blessing
to your city. Demonstrate in word
and deed that God’s plan in Christ is
history’s great story. King Jesus will
prevail. Indeed, he already has!
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Nepal One Year Later
Editor’s Note: Northwest Baptist college students were among volunteers who traveled with Baptist
Global Response to aid victims of the massive earthquake in Nepal a year ago. This feature story is an
update of what God has done since the disaster. Additional stories can be found at www.imb.org

T

he April 2015 earthquake in Nepal was a galvanizing
moment for church planter Rajaan Chhetri.* Prior to
the earthquake, God gave Chhetri and Christian worker Reece Dehn* the vision to open a water bottling plant in
Nepal to create jobs for Christians as well as meet a need
for clean drinking water.
Though Nepal is the second water-richest country in the world, sources say 3 million Nepalese drink
contaminated water and 85 percent drink water
below international safety standards. The need for
clean water and jobs grew post-earthquake.
At that time, however, God revealed to Chhetri an
even greater need.
“Three days after the earthquake, I prayed to
God, ‘Lord, why did you spare us? It would have been
better if we died because we were a whole family
together, with the church, on that morning. Living and
surviving after that is difficult,’” Chhetri said.
Chhetri’s prayer echoed the Apostle Paul’s
quandary in the first chapter of Philippians when he
desired to depart from this life and be with Christ.
Just as God answered Paul, Chhetri felt the Lord
telling him he is needed here on earth to advance
the Gospel.
“God clearly showed me the reason. There are
many millions whose heart is shaken by this earth-

quake. My hand is upon them and I want you to take
the gospel to them,’” Chhetri said, recalling the word
the Lord gave him. “I said, ‘Lord, no more question.”
Chhetri said the Lord promised him that as a family,
church and nation they would be in a better place
because of the disaster.
The 19 church planters Chhetri mentors are
ministering primarily in eastern Nepal, many in rural
areas. These men, as well as many pastors and believers in Nepal, struggle to provide for their families.
Many of these men want to be involved in full-time
ministry but financially can’t afford it, said Dehn, a
ministry partner with Chhetri.
“There is a great need for jobs in Nepal, and
steady part-time jobs are almost non-existent,” Dehn
explained. “In order to survive, many men leave the
country to earn money in other countries. Many who
are called to be leaders in the ministry in this country
struggle to fulfill their call and put food on the table
for their families.”
Continued on Page 21
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East Asia mission team prep

A

leap of missions progress occurred recently
as 160 people convened for training in advance
of an East Asia trip sponsored by the Northwest Baptist Convention. Months of
preparation led to the planning and information day for
volunteers from 31 churches
in Washington, Idaho and
Oregon for the cross-global
journey slated later this summer.

“It was great to go to the training; it was very
helpful and I was really encouraged by the prayer
time at the end,” said Amanda Davis of Valley Baptist
Church in McMinnville, OR, who is traveling with a
team of four to serve in East Asia.
NWBC executive director Randy Adams kicked
off the event with an inspirational message for
the team, which includes people of all ages, from
13-year-old Riley Emerson of The Journey Church in
Everett, WA, to mature Christ-followers in their late
70s who prefer spending their retirement years serving others.
Volunteers learned appropriate methods for dealing with children, a mandatory requirement of the International Mission Board. Joining the events of the
day were two IMB workers who are organizing the
conference. Mission trip participants are required to
have a background check and character references
in order to join the team.
Cultural norms of the destination and travel tips
were shared by David Gass, who joined the NWBC

Northwest Baptist churches sent members to
the Northwest Baptist Center in Vancouver in groups
that varied in size from a single volunteer to a group
of 27 arriving on a church bus. Volunteers have
spent months raising funds, completing paperwork
and preparing spiritually for the joint effort, which will
meet programming needs for over 500 children of
International Mission Board personnel who serve in
various East Asia countries for a 10-day conference.

It was great to go to the
training; it was very helpful and
I was really encouraged by the
prayer time at the end.
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Amanda Davis
Valley Baptist Church - McMinnville, OR

pares
team in recent months after serving multiple years in
East Asia. In addition to his duties as a church health
and evangelism consultant in western Washington,
Gass will serve as the NWBC East Asia liaison,
seeking to establish more ongoing partnerships between churches and regions in that part of the world.
The NWBC has an organized partnership with the
East Asia Affinity group of IMB.
Other services will be provided at the conference, including a medical team, information technology support, security volunteers and an encouragement team, under the direction of Nancy Hall, NWBC
women’s mission specialist.
Volunteers also gathered in smaller groups to
train in curriculum prepared by team leaders for
use while on the field. Laurie and Dan Panter, of
McKenzie Road Baptist Church in Olympia, WA, are
leading the team who will minister to preschoolers at
the conference. Children’s workers were organized
for their duties by Sara Eves, of Highland Baptist
Church in Redmond, OR and Lance Logue of Greater Gresham (OR) Baptist Church will spearhead the
youth team.
A directed prayer time concluded the training
day, with participants gathering in small groups to
dedicate themselves to serve others in East Asia.

By Sheila Allen

Mission team volunteers study
curriculum to be taught in East Asia.

David Gass, NWBC East Asia Liaison

Small clusters gather to prepare
spiritually for the NWBC trip.
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Northwest Women’s Summit
8
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More than 150 women representing nearly 50 Northwest Baptist
Convention churches gathered in Vancouver, WA, in mid-April for
the annual Northwest Women’s Summit. The diverse group joined
for a weekend of worship, teaching and personal development.

I

just love being surrounded by women that I can
learn from and look up to,” said Vanessa Tiller, a
high school senior from Springfield, OR, and a
first-time participant at the event.
Heidi Pound of Portland, OR, echoed Tiller’s
sentiment: “It’s a great time for ladies to gather to
refresh and reflect on what the Lord has done and is
doing. There are great break-out sessions that provide opportunities to engage and grow in the Lord.” It
was her second time to attend the summit.
The women gathered for three general sessions
kicked off with corporate singing led by Audrey
Evans, on staff at Greater Gresham (OR) Baptist
Church. The weekend’s theme song -- “Good, Good
Father” -- connected well with the subtheme “Going
Deeper with a Good, Good God.” Margaret Waldrop,
a former Northwesterner, shared theme interpretations. The women also heard stories about the
victories, pressures, and struggles of two retired IMB
missionaries, Kaye Martin and Lori Pengra.
Deb Douglas, minister of biblical counseling at
First Baptist Bossier City, LA, was the weekend’s
featured speaker.
“God will give you the grace to do what he has
called you to do,” Douglas told participants. “God
uses every bit of you to his glory and honor.”
She insisted that pursuing God’s calling is essential: “You will never ever have joy unless you fulfill
what God has for you so step up and step out to
that role.” Douglas also is a women’s ministry trainer
with LifeWay Christian Resources and works with
Purchased, a community-wide ministry that assists
women in the sex industry and victims of sex trafficking.

After her messages, Douglas encouraged
discussion among women gathered at their tables.
Questions like, “What do you feel God is calling you
to do?” allowed the women to reflect, talk and apply
lessons from her talks.
Breakout sessions were available throughout
the event’s second day. Topics included selfishness,
human trafficking, passion for prayer, freedom as
women of God, constructive conflict with spouses,
service lifestyle, the principles and process of mentoring, home organization, ministry wives role and interaction with the church, healthy boundaries, family
preparation for disaster relief, how to study the Bible,

Julie Peters (left) brought a group from North Addison
Baptist Church in Spokane, WA.

one on one with God, freezer meals, teaching others in the way they learn, sharing the gospel through
parties, and a teen track that focused on allowing the
Bible to lead our emotions.

By Kelsey Fitzpatrick
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Rode House, for bikers
who ‘don’t like’ church!

A

flock of bikers thundered toward the Wildhorse
Harley-Davidson dealership on a Sunday morning in
Bend.

Rode House pastor Kinne
Callaway speaks with fellow
church goers following a service.
Photos by Jared Opperman
10
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Rocking as much leather as their motorcycles
wore chrome, the congregation filled up Wildhorse’s
back room. Around 50 people clutched coffee and
donuts as they settled into folding chairs. The chains
affixed to their wallets and jackets clinked, and the
air carried the sweet aroma of lived-in leather and
motor oil.
A New Living Translation Bible lay on a stool at
the center of the room. Pastor Kinne Callaway would
soon open it to start his sermon.
This is The Rode House. Its motto, “The Church
for Bikers Who Don’t Like Church,” helps explain
Sunday’s turnout.

Callaway is a leather-vested man who sports a
white handlebar mustache and a warm demeanor.
At these sermons, there is no music or singing.
Instead, audience members pipe up midservice with
questions, confirmations and wisecracks, to which
Callaway responds in kind.
He begins each sermon with a question. This
week: “How easily do you trust someone?”
Many in the crowd shook their heads. Not very, they
murmured.
“For some, they’ll trust God until he doesn’t do
something for them. Then they take off; they’re
Continued on Page 18

By Sheila Allen
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Quiet is a rare commodity in an auditorium filled
with hundreds of teenagers, but students from
across the Northwest listened eagerly to Simning
as he gave accounts of his life and commitment to
Jesus.
“After I was stricken with a muscle disease in the
eighth grade, I was put on an experimental drug in
my senior year,” Simning said. “The side effects made
me sick and gave me severe diarrhea. I wanted God
to be a fast food God – to heal me and I was disappointed in him.”
As a senior trip to a lake boat approached for his
youth group, Simning didn’t want to go just to watch
his friends swim and water ski for several days, but
his friends wanted him there, so he relented.
“I woke up at three a.m. and started to sweat,
and I soiled myself through to my sleeping
bag,” Simning stated. “My roommate woke up to my
sobs and I was

embarrassed and just wanted to go home. He and
my youth pastor dragged me to the shower and then
Jimmy, my peer, stepped in -- and doesn’t hold his
nose or puke – he cleans up my filth. Before going
back to sleep he told me it was an honor and privilege to clean me up. That moment was my exodus to
freedom, as I saw Jimmy’s actions.”
Simning related his personal odyssey to a fast
food drive through, where he asked God for things
he didn’t want but got anyway.
“There’s no app for God,” Simning said. “If he
works in your life, it’s a process to come out of what
you’re a slave to. Some of us are filthy like I was
and you need to be cleaned and made new. Jesus
isn’t a religion, he’s about life. We wear Christian as
a label on our life, but don’t live it, treating God like
fast food. Jesus wants to clean up your filth, not to
shame you, but for you to exit that life for something
new.
“God speaks to me the most when I am embarrassed, insecure, fearful, uncomfortable,” Simn
Continued on Page 22
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Wieser joins NAMB staff

K

eith Wieser has resigned
from the Northwest Baptist Convention staff to
assist the North American Mission Board’s collegiate church
planting efforts. He will remain
lead pastor of Resonate Church
based in Pullman, WA, while in
the new role with the Southern
Baptist Convention’s national mission agency.
“Keith’s love for the Northwest and the NWBC made the

14

choice difficult, but he will continue doing many of the same things
he’s been doing for us in the
Northwest,” said Randy Adams,
NWBC executive director. “He’ll
still lead the Resonate network
of churches in the Northwest,
including a new site which is being launched at the University of
Oregon in Eugene later this year.”
Wieser credited NAMB’s
adding the position to its “Send
Network” and basing it in the

Northwest Baptist Convention MAY/JUNE 2016

Northwest as a “significant part of
the equation” for deciding to join
the national agency’s staff, effective April 1. “In a way, everyone
wins,” he said.
He began serving in the
Northwest in 2001 as a campus
minister in Vancouver, WA, and
moved several years later to lead
the campus ministry at Washington State University following the
retirement of longtime campus
minister Bob Harvey.

The church he and a handful
of others started out of that campus ministry in 2007 – now with
five sites in four college towns
-- has laid out a plan to multiply
the Resonate Church network
on college campuses throughout
the Northwest. Last fall, church
leaders set forth a plan for having
planted 21 sites by 2021.
In his NAMB role, Wieser can
help local leaders secure funds
and resources for collegiate
churches not only in this region,
but throughout the West and beyond, noted Adams: “The advantage for Keith in this new position

is that it is national in scope, thus
expanding (the) ministry field.”
With the change, Wieser
becomes the third former NWBC
staffer jointly funded by NAMB,
but now employed fully by NAMB
and still serving in the Northwest.
Last year, Ron Shepard became
NAMB’s full-time “Send City”
missionary in the Seattle area and
Clay Holcomb began serving the
same role in the Portland area.
Adams urged Northwest Baptists
to pray for the Wieser family:
“One of Keith’s concerns was that
he keeps his connection with the
NWBC. He loves the Northwest

and wants to continue to be a
part of our work. We greatly appreciate this. Our relationship with
him, including our working relationship, will continue.
“Resonate will continue expanding its work on college campuses in the Northwest, and we
are most grateful for this,” added
Adams. “We pray that God will
richly bless Keith and his family
as he transitions to this new role.”
Wieser’s wife, Paige, serves in
a part-time role with the NWBC
to involve college students in various mission efforts.
By Cameron Crabtree

NW Representatives Nominated to Serve
W
hen Southern Baptist Convention messengers convene in St. Louis, MO, in June
they’ll vote on a slate of nominees to serve on
various SBC boards, committees and commissions. Five people from churches affiliated with
the Northwest Baptist Convention are on the
slate:
Alan E. Gayle, pastor of Fairfield Baptist
Church, Eugene, OR, nominated to a new term
that expires in 2020 on the Ethics and Religious
Liberty Commission. He would replace Frank
Johnson, pastor of Chestnut Street Baptist
Church, Ellensburg, WA, who is ineligible for
reelection after serving two terms.
Dale Jenkins, pastor of Airway Heights (WA)

Baptist Church, nominated for a second term on
the SBC Executive Committee.
Steve Bryant, member of Highland Baptist
Church, Redmond, OR, and current NWBC president, nominated for a second term on the GuideStone Financial Resources.
Millie Burkett, retired NWBC childhood ministry director and member of Greater Gresham
(OR) Baptist Church, nominated to a second term
on LifeWay Christian Resources.
Laura Small, a member of First Baptist
Church, Beaverton, OR, has been nominated to a
second term as a trustee of Southeastern Baptist
Theological Seminary.

MAY/JUNE 2016 Northwest Baptist Convention
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Potential students get seminary ‘sneak peek’

A

dozen people took advantage of the opportunity to get an up close
look at Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary’s
Pacific Northwest Campus
recently, a majority of them
prospective students for the
fall, according to campus director Mark Bradley.
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Six of them have already applied for admission,
he added. Seminary officials welcomed the visitors
for the school’s fifth annual preview day with a lunch
that included testimonies from current students,
seminary staff and NWBC executive director Randy
Adams. Afterward, they sat in on a class taught by
Joe Flegal, the NWBC’s director of evangelism and
church health and adjunct professor for the campus.
The seminary began offering classes on a Mondayonly basis in spring 2015 semester of 2015.
“This has been a help to our distant commuters. It condenses their time away from their families,
secular work, and fields of ministry,” Bradley noted.
“They’re embracing the idea of making Mondays
‘seminary day’.”
The similar schedules for all students allows for
greater use of carpooling, Bradley noted. “Carloads

of students arrive from Yakima, the Tri-Cities, and the
Greater Seattle area,” he said. “This enhances the
whole experience for these students, as they review
and quiz one another and generally share their lives
while driving.”
Besides the cluster of courses on Monday, the
seminary offers an array of intensive courses that
minimizes time in a physical classroom and various
on-line courses that eliminate altogether the need
for traveling to the campus.
Bradley said he is optimistic about total enrollment for the fall 2016 semester.
“Recruiting is going well for the fall,” he said.
“We’re blessed to receive referrals from alumni and
other friends of the seminary. It’s a joy to follow up
on those leads and discover people who are called

“Recruiting is going well for the fall.
We’re blessed to receive referrals
from alumni and other friends of
the seminary. It’s a joy to follow up
on those leads and discover people
who are called to ministry and eager
to be better equipped to teach the
word and minister to people who
need the Lord.”
Mark Bradley, Campus Director

to ministry and eager to be better equipped to teach
the word and minister to people who need the Lord.”
With a smaller graduating class at the end of this
current semester, “we are in a good position to see a
significant net gain at our campus in the fall,” Bradley
said.

Scholarships and Southern Baptist financial support continue to help enrollment, he added:
Cooperative Program. “Being a member of a
Southern Baptist church entitles our students to a
discounted tuition cost — about one-half of what it
would cost a Northwest Baptist to attend other ATSaccredited seminaries in the Northwest.”
Northwest Baptist Foundation Scholarship
Program. “Our Northwest Baptist Foundation is
enthusiastic about the scholarship support they’re
able to provide our students. In the coming academic
year, eight students will have all their tuition paid,
while four others will receive significant help.” SBC
students are eligible for these awards once they’ve
completed fifteen credits as Golden Gate students,
so long as they maintain an adequate GPA.
Church Planting. “The Caskey church planting
scholarship continues to draw more interest. Several
current and prospective students are applying for it
for the coming academic year. It is the most generous and flexible scholarship the seminary offers, in
that it may be applied to part-time and online course
work. However, you must be active in or called to
church planting and must be enrolled in one of our
master’s degree programs.”
There are other scholarships available which
require full-time enrollment on campus (9 credits per
semester). These are awarded based on need and
merit.
The priority due date for the admissions application is July 15 for fall enrollment. Seminary officials
can answer questions and provide links and PDF
documents. Contact the school by email at pnwcinfo@ggbts.edu or call 360.882.2200.
By Cameron Crabtree

www.ggbts.edu

Call or email for more information:
360.882.2200 or pnwc-info@ggtbs.edu
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Continued from Page 11

gone,” Callaway said. “For others, gaining trust takes
time.” He turned to John 14 and began the sermon
he’d prepared in the days before.
The shepherd’s flock
Sam McKee, 13, fiddled with an iPad. His
mother, Kim Varner, 33, wore a maternity dress. Her
partner, Jared Starnes, 29, a maintenance worker at
Central Oregon Community College, listened raptly.
“Have you ever felt forsaken by God?” Callaway
asked the crowd.
Varner nodded while she rubbed her abdomen.
Later inside the Wildhorse showroom, Starnes and
Varner also attend New Hope Church. They feel
more at ease in Callaway’s church because they can
wear black leather without turning heads. Starnes
appreciates how Callaway doesn’t inject politics into
his sermons. Their son tolerates Sunday mornings
at The Rode House. “So long as he gets a donut,”
Varner said teasing him.
The average member of Callaway’s church skews
male and upward of 30. But there are exceptions.

One of about 15 women in attendance, Brooke Mascia, 31, sat next to her husband, Leo, 32. The couple
joined the church about two years ago. They like the
diversity.
“Jesus met with lots of different people. These
guys might look rough and tough, but they’re teddy
bears with hearts of gold,” Brooke Mascia said. Her
father told the couple about the church.
Wearing a long, spring-colored skirt, Mascia
bottle-fed her newborn throughout the service. She
would have ridden with her husband on his Yamaha
Roadster if not for her recent maternity. Instead,
Brooke drove with her mother and child; her husband
and father motorcycled ahead.
Across the aisle from the Mascias, Gary “Bear”
Triplett, 70, sneaked his burrito-sized Chihuahua the
occasional mint while he followed along with Callaway’s reading on his smartphone’s Bible application.
“She likes Altoids,” Triplett whispered about his
dog. He also attends Callaway’s men’s bible group at
6 p.m. Tuesdays at Bandits Cafe in Redmond.
Later in the sermon, Callaway assured his

Church attendees listen to a spoken word poem at the Rode House Church at Wildhorse Harley-Davidson in Bend, Ore.
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congregation that “God is chasing after you in hot
pursuit. If you’d let off the gas just a little, he’ll catch
up, and you’ll hear what he has in store for you,” he
said. Callaway is fond of using motorcycle talk in his
sermons. It’s a quick way to bond with his church
over their shared love of bikes and, he hopes, of God.
Independent, yet connected
Callaway writes the sermons and directs the
church as he sees fit. Bruce Sloan, a Northwest
Baptist Convention evangelism and church-health
catalyst, said the NWBC affirms Callaway’s ministry
approach.
“We feel we have been commissioned by God
to serve all nations, and by nations we mean all
ethnic groups, people of any segment of society, to
spread the gospel’s truth,” Sloan said. The NWBC
has helped support Callaway’s church planting work.
Sloan could think of only one other biker church
among the 480-plus churches in Oregon, Washington and Idaho panhandle region. Callaway said
they’re more prominent in the Southwest.
The Rode House has a leadership team of four
men — Callaway’s baptized one of them in the Deschutes River — who occasionally preach.
Brandon Nash, co-owner of Wildhorse HarleyDavidson, said lending Rode House their back room
was par for the course. Several loyal customers are
church members. “We’re happy to have them for the
time being. Religion is a huge part of the world we
live in,” Nash said. “These guys like to ride and serve.”
Seated days earlier at a Starbucks, Callaway
said his church is “outside the box.” He means the
people who come for his sermons are his church; the
building itself — they’d been situated in a building
on Jones Road before it sold to a developer — is the
box his faithful must live outside of, among others in
the community.
Family before bike
Callaway, 67, who has ministered for 41 years,
admits he bought his first motorcycle in his early
50s. He held off from motorcycle riding because he
didn’t want an accident to render his five children
fatherless. In the late ’90s, his wife and youngest son

(then nearly ready to leave the nest) bought him a
Honda 750 for Father’s Day.
In 2010, the Callaways moved to Bend from Colorado Springs. He wanted to connect with the area
biker community, so a motorcycling friend introduced
him to the Oregon Veterans Motorcycle Association.
Even though Callaway is not a vet and the riders
were slow to trust him, they made him their chaplain
three years ago. By 2012, Callaway had won over
enough hearts to found Rode House. Some OVMA
riders attended last Sunday’s service.
Wind therapy
April 24 was the last service in Wildhorse’s back
room, where The Rode House called home for four
months, before the riding season began in May.
Thereafter, Callaway will lead his church from the
dealership on a 15- to 30-mile ride to area parks,
where he’ll deliver a sermon. Afterward, for those
who want to ride more, they can roll to lunch.
Callaway wonders, though, how he’ll realize
his dream for the new “box” he hopes to build by
autumn, after the riding season is over and nearby
parks, however heavenly, are too cold. His vision
involves a modest building with a wide garage door.
Bikers can tinker while others serve meals from a
sidelong bar. A stage would stand at the far end.
Ever-faithful, Callaway said a large, kick-starting
donation would be a godsend.
A parting gift
As he typically closes a Rode House sermon,
Callaway raffled a $50 Wildhorse gift card — a
mutual show of appreciation to his church members
and their host. Rattling off the winning number, the
pastor’s voice wavered.
“Does someone have a ticket ending in six, six,
uh, six?” he asked, reluctantly calling the Number of
the Beast.
The congregation erupted in laughter.
(Reprinted with permission from The Bend
Bulletin.)
By Peter Madsen
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Region 4

Region 1
YTD - 16
Auburn- Igl Hispana LifeWay 228
Auburn-Lifeway Ch Auburn
200
Auburn-Auburn Celebration
935
Auburn-Reliance
978
Auburn-Solid Ground
135
Bellevue/Essential
3,396
Bellevue/Well Commun
2,957
Bellevue-Leaven Church
1,104
Bellingham-God’s Chosen
281
Bellingham-Immanuel
180
Blk Diamond-Chap Wood
1,971
Bonney Lake-Church Club 1 100
Bothell/Ekklesia
3,390
Bothell/Living Spring
182
Bothell-CrossPointe
5,937
Bothell-Hallows W Seattle
1,454
Bothell-Tabern de Dios
327
Burlington-Calvary
1,600
Camano Island-Restoration 1,425
Clear Lake-FBC
400
Darrington-Mt View
1,094
Dwelling Place Church
387
Edmonds-North Seattle
100
Edmonds-One In Christ
250
Edmonds-Rock of Hope
2,356
Emmanuel Bhutanese Church 35
Enumclaw-FBC
800
Everett/Redemption Ch
4,215
Everett/The Journey
5,352
Everett-Pinehurst
1,297
Everett-S Everett Comm
2,800
Everett-Silver Lake
1,303
Fed Way=Compass Christian 800
Fed Way=First Ukranian
400
Fed Way-Bethel
400
Fed Way-FBC
450
Fed Way-Korean-Amer
5,300
Fed Way-Lifeway
800
Fed Way-Light Church
915
Fed Way-Nine Lakes
458

YTD - 16
Federal Way Christ Church
50
Federal Way-Good Neighbor 300
Federal Way-SoundSide
411
Hamilton-FBC
7,525
Issaquah-Foothills
3,562
Kenmore/Landing Church
1,584
Kenmore-Disciple Making
200
Kent-Evangelical
600
Kent-International Christian
200
Kent-Sequoia
5,600
Kirkland- Bridge Church
827
Lakewood-Emmaus
200
Lakewood-FBC
18,295
Lakewood-Good Shepherd
240
Lakewood-Kaleo Community 1,425
Lynnwood-Global Mission
100
Lynnwood-Healing
60
Lynnwood-Japanese
342
Lynnwood-Martha Lk
3,800
Lynnwood-ONE Church
457
Lynnwood-Seattle Bridge
432
Lynwood=Providence
400
Maple Falls-Mt. Baker
311
Maple Valley-Hope
11,050
Marysville-Emmanuel
1,728
Mill Creek-Adullam
426
Monroe/Casa de Paz
451
Monroe-FBC
10,667
Mount Vernon-Christian
139
Mount Vernon-Trinity
2,280
Oak Harbor-Bethel
150
Oak Harbor-Christian Fellow 326
Oak Harbor-Southern
2,745
Puyallup-High Pointe
8,630
Puyallup-South Hill
596
Puyallup-Sunrise
10,420
Puyallup-Washington Mission
73
Redmond-FBC Rose Hill
3,300
Redmond-Korean Hope
500
Redmond-Meadowbrook
18,938

YTD - 16
Redmond-Passion Church
330
Renton-Calvary
8,773
Renton-Church of Beloved 4,027
Renton-Iglesia Vida
800
Renton-NewStory
495
Renton-Sarang
300
Renton-Trinity
1,600
Roy-Nisqually Valley
1,631
Sammamish=21st Century
536
SeaTac-Riverton Heights
200
Seattle/Mojdeh
70
Seattle/The Hallows
7,178
Seattle/-Vona
330
Seattle-Chinese Southern
8,761
Seattle-Epic Life
1,493
Seattle/Ethiopian Intl
30
Seattle-FBC Beverly Pk
1,406
Seattle-Living Water Chinese 325
Seattle-Roots Community
275
Seattle-Thien An
1,200
Sedro Woolley-Cross Country 236
Sedro Woolley-Skagit
400
Sedro Woolley-Valley
1,498
Snohomish/Bridge
2,001
Snohomish/BridgeCity
2,103
Sultan-FBC
1,972
Tacoma/The Pathway
1,480
Tacoma-E.Tacoma Filipino
100
Tacoma-Filipino Inter
500
Tacoma-Grit City
2,171
Tacoma-Highland Hill
954
Tacoma-Japanese Intl
2,082
Tacoma-New Beginnings
62
Tacoma-New Hope
92
Tacoma-Tacoma FBC
21,000
Tacoma-VMCM
180
Woodinville-Northcreek
300
Yelm-First
2,201
Yelm-Ignite Church
697
Total:
255,825

YTD - 16
26,884
472
293
3,413
11,422
1,887
1,002
50
100
7,156
1,768
1,046
721

YTD - 16
Port Orchard-FBC
3,145
Port Townsend-San Juan
6,022
Rainier-Delena
369
Scappoose-Creekside
1,138
Sequim-FBC
5,088
Silverdale-Clear Creek
868
Silverdale-Connections
256
Silverdale-Kitsap Christian
300
Toledo-FBC
10,726
Tumwate-The Canvas
104
Vaughn-Key Peninsula
470
Yelm-Evergreen
100
Total:
111,110

YTD - 16
McMinnville-Valley
8,614
Mt Hood Parkdale-Parkdale
697
Newberg-Chehalem Valley
5,325
Odell-FBC
348
Oregon City-Catalyst
1,869
Prtld-Flavel Street
300
Prtld-Antioch Christian
750
Prtld-Bridge City
250
Prtld-Holgate
1,118
Prtld-Kaleo Communities
170
Prtld-Korean Logos
800
Prtld-Mien Fellowship
939
Prtld-Mill Park
2,557
Prtld-New Harvest
1,764
Prtld-Renaissance
96
Prtld-Solid Rock
2,180
Prtld-Vietnamese Revival
361
Prtld-Word of Life Romanian 240
Ridgefield-Discovery Pointe 1,450

YTD - 16
Rufus-Bapt Ch at Rufus
471
The Dalles-Emmanuel
2,014
Tigard-Hall Blvd
4,579
Tigard-Japanese Intnl
800
Tigard-Nema Oregon
88
Tillamook-Life Change
1,535
Vancouver=Ukrainian
200
Vancouver-CrossPointe
10,557
Vancouver-Evergreen
1,323
Vancouver-First Slavic
450
Vancouver-Fourth Plain
344
Vancouver-Grace
700
Vancouver-Korean
300
Vancouver-Revival
600
Vancouver-Song of Hope
400
Vancouver-Trinity
3,184
Vancouver-Vietnamese
160
West Linn-NW Contexture
90
Wilsonville-Creekside
2,272
Total:
124,617

Region 2
Bremerton-Kitsap Lake
Bremerton-Sonshine
Castle Rock-FBC
Chehalis-Dayspring
Dryad-Community
Elma-Bethany
Forks-FBC
Kalama-Kalama
Kelso-East Kelso
Lacey-FBC
Lacey-New Zion
Lacey-Principe de Paz
Longview-Beacon Hill

YTD - 16
4,075
1,564
1,560
2,812
855
860
4,163
3,146
570
4,839
300
199
1,368

Longview-FBC
Longview-Highlands
Longview-La Iglesia
Longview-Robert Gray
Longview-Valley
Morton-Reconciled
Ocean Shores-Faith Com
Olympia-Illuminate
Olympia-Joy
Olympia-McKenzie Road
Port Angeles-Hillcrest
Port Hadlock-Oak Bay
Port Orchard-Evergreen

Region 3
YTD - 16
Battle Ground-Comm
431
Beavercreek-NW Contexture
30
Beaverton-FBC
4,527
Beaverton-Global
200
Beaverton-Iglesia Bautista
2,121
Bingen-FBC
503
Boring-Orient Drive
1,761
Boring-Iglesia Vida Nueva
1,261
Estacada-Clackamas Vly
678
Forest Grove-Fellowship
875
Forest Grove-The Crossing
608
Goldendale-Columbus Ave 6,042
Gresham-Grtr Gresham
35,870
Happy Valley-Trinity
3,996
Hillsboro-New Life
2,724
Hillsboro-Oregon
200
Hood River-Tucker Road
1,771
Klickitat-Klickitat Valley
284
McMinnville-Grace
840
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YTD - 16
Albany-Calvary
3,081
Bend-River Woods
200
Bend-Summit Community
215
Corvallis-Branch
2,625
Corvallis-Grant Avenue
13,045
Cottage Grove-Calvary
1,024
Creswell-New Hope
8,746
Dallas-FBC
579
Dexter-Dexter Baptist
564
Drain-FBC
250
Eugene-Fairfield
11,843
Eugene-Harvest Comm
6,213
Eugene-Japanese
91
Eugene-Riviera
2,208
Florence-FBC
6,889
Glendale-Glendale
2,828
Gold Beach-Sixth Street
531
Grants Pass-College Hghts
642
Grants Pass-Dayspring
684
Grants Pass-River Valley
394
K Falls-Ch on Homedale
3,890
Keizer-Cristiana Renuevo
561
Lakeview-Trinity
1,391
Lebanon-Trinity
3,254
Lincoln City-Pacific
740
Madras-FBC
1,226
Medford-Living Hope
1,037

Region 5
YTD - 16
Airway Hts-Airway Hts
7,057
Airway Hts-Spokane Rock
250
Athol-Athol
8,086
Benton City-FBC
872
Bonners Ferry-Boundary
219
Brewster-Calvary
1,200
Burbank-Trinity
600
Cashmere-Evergreen
540
Cheney-Fellowship
1,315
Clarkston-Sonrise
1,908
Clarkston-Trinity
280
Coeur d’Alene-Emmanuel
6,327
Coulee City-Cowboy
131
Dayton-Faith Chapel
120
Deer Park-FBC
6,373
E Wenatchee-Eastmont
19,583
Ellensburg-Chestnut St
6,221
Ephrata-Redeeming Grace
150
Greenacres-Greenacres
6,177
Harrison-Community
1,800
Heppner-Willow Creek
1,900
Hermiston-Grace
568
Hermiston-New Beginnings 1,135
Ione-Ione
2,116
Kellogg-FBC
4
Kennewick-Crossview
800
Kennewick-Finley First
800
Kennewick-Hillview
2,218
Kennewick-Kennewick
31,726
Kennewick-Quinault
2,841
La Grande-The Way
1,168
La Grande-Trinity
550
Leavenworth-FBC
3,709
Lewiston-Orchards
3,770
Lewiston-Tammany
9,674
Loon Lake-Mtn Lakes Fellow 268
Mead-Crossover
1,900
Moscow-Trinity
3,237
Moses Lake-Emmanuel
1,718
Newport-Newport So
2,400
Northport-FBC
397
Oakesdale-FBC
607
Orofino-FBC
129

YTD - 16
Medford-Lozier Lane
1,809
Medford-New Horizon
788
Monmouth-Central
1,137
Newport-Calvary
571
North Bend-FBC
4,971
Phoenix-FBC
1,240
Prineville-Calvary
2,336
Prospect-Prospect
351
Redmond-Highland
43,451
Reedsport-Highlands
1,320
Rogue River-Grace
3,282
Roseburg-Bethany
60
Roseburg-Faith & Reason
281
Roseburg-Vine Street
6,035
Salem-Capital
9,983
Salem-Skyline
411
Siletz-Sacred Ground
261
Springfield-East Side
1,990
Springfield-Trinity
5,313
Sweet Home-FBC
596
Terrebonne-Smith Rock
767
Toledo-FBC
1,109
Waldport-FBC
600
Warm Springs-Warm Sprgs
947
White City-Trinity
404
Winston-Community
4,097
Yachats-Yachats
506
Total:
169,367
YTD - 16
Pasco-Redeemer Tri-Cities
888
Pasco-Emmanuel
1,073
Pasco-International
403
Paterson-Community
740
Pendleton-Pendleton
3,695
Pilot Rock-Pilot Rock
3,956
Prosser-Calvary
991
Pullman-Emmanuel
12,198
Pullman-Grace and Glory
448
Pullman-Resonate
6,425
Quincy-Iglesia Nueva Vida
240
Rathdrum-New Beg
1,022
Rice-Victory
683
Richland-Reata Sprgs
7,562
Richland-Richland
66,881
Richland-Richland Hghts
1,042
Spirit Lake-Spirit Lake
1,152
Spokane Valley-Dishman
4,385
Spokane Valley-East Valley 2,136
Spokane Valley-Valleypoint 1,000
Spokane-Crestline
803
Spokane-Driscoll Blvd
3,096
Spokane-Inland
240
Spokane-North Addison
3,035
Spokane-Pinnacle
3,444
Spokane-River City
332
Spokane-Springhill Bible
820
Spokane-Windsor
2,527
St Maries-College Ave
590
Sunnyside-Trinity
703
Toppenish-Watering Hole
320
Umatilla-Primera Igl
150
Union Gap-FBC
1,096
W Richland-Grace&Truth
3,054
W Richland-Reliance Fellow 3,007
Walla Walla-Blue Mt
1,769
Walla Walla-CenterPointe
500
Wapato-FBC
767
Wenatchee-Valley
1,800
Yakima-Terrace Hghts
2,275
Yakima-The Cross
4,469
Yakima-The River
490
Zillah-Mtn View
1,155
Total:
296,206

January-April Grand Total 957,172
Year-to-Date Budget vs Actual Comparison
Budget
Actual
Variance
907,865
957,172
49,307
Report only includes churches that have contributed through
the Northwest Baptist Convention in 2016. A full report of all
NWBC churches is available at www.gonbw.org/cp/

Continued from Page 5

Chhetri said when he visits the men he mentors, “my heart gets burdened and I cry. When I come
back home, I find myself in the same situation.”
Many of the believers live on daily wages. Some are
pig farmers and others are farmers. When medical
emergencies arise, the financial strain is crippling.
One of the church planters recently had a kidney
stone removed. He had to sell two of his pigs to pay
for the procedure.
“Many times I find that there are no opportunities
to work, no job creation. That’s a big problem, and so
we want to do something about it,” Chhetri said.
“For many, it’s a question of survival,” Chhetri added.
The Lord clearly spoke to Chhetri about a remedy
for this issue as well as a solution for a nationwide
problem: water.
He said the Lord revealed the great need for
water as he read in the Gospel of John about how
Jesus is the Living Water.
“I felt the Holy Spirit saying, ‘what does it say?’”
Chhetri said. “I said, ‘Yes Lord, you are the Living Water, there’s no doubt about that.’ And I felt the Spirit
just say, ‘What about the water that people drink for
living?”
Chhetri said this, along with the staggering
statistics, is how the vision for a water bottling plant
started. Dehn said the water bottling distribution
business will provide church leaders and church
planters with jobs either in the main factory or distributing bottled water.
Some church planters will work in Kathmandu,
but Dehn said most will stay in their areas and distribute the bottled water to stores.
“By the church planters staying in their areas of
ministry, they will be able to continue to plant churches and be close to their families and have a part-time
job that allows them to provide for their family,” Dehn
said.
“This bottled water company can be a conduit
for believers in America to be used by God to meet
the needs of leaders here in Nepal so that they will
not have to worry about how to earn money and do
ministry,” Dehn continued.

Chhetri said the water bottling company will
also give believers an open door to the homes and
communities where they will deliver bottles. He said
on average, pastors and church planters will need
to work only two days a week, giving them plenty of
time for ministry.
Chhetri is looking forward to the company contributing to Nepal’s economy. He said other water
bottling companies exist in Kathmandu, but many do
not treat the water, and it is contaminated.
“As a Christian company, it will come with the
quality,” Chhetri said. He said their marketing and
delivery will be different. Instead of joining the crowd
of voices saying, “We are better than them,” Chhetri
plans for his water cleanliness to speak for itself.
“When we come in the market, people can taste and
feel it. In that way, with the distributors, local vendors,
they will ask questions, ‘Why, why are you different?’”
Chhetri said. “That opens a wide gate for us to witness.”
Chhetri said not all of the workers in the bottling
plant will be believers.
“That will give us opportunity to meet unbelievers
six days a week and share the gospel and witness,”
he said.
Prayer requests from Chhetri and Nepalese believers:
• funds to build the water bottling plant.
• the water bottling plant will open doors to sharing the Gospel in communities.
• opportunities for believers to share about Jesus
Christ, the Living Water.
• Nepalese church planters who are struggling to
provide for their families and minister in communities. Pray that through this project, the believers will be able to further their witness.
Giving Opportunities:
For more information about how you can support church planters in Nepal, visit IMB’s strategic
projects page and search for “South Asian people
groups and Water.”
*Name changed
By Caroline Anderson, Baptist Press

MAY/JUNE 2016 Northwest Baptist Convention

21

Continued from page 13

ing added. “If God tells you to do something, don’t
be like Jonah and run, because if not, his favor won’t
rest on you and you will be robbed of joy.”
Students filled the auditorium at Greater Gresham (OR) Baptist Church and selected breakout
sessions from more than 15 topics of personal interest during the event. One such topic, led by Debbie
Richardson of Coos Bay, OR, challenged girls in a
breakout session entitled Perfection vs. Distortion,
with the use of “fun house” mirrors and a discussion
regarding who they really, not what the world tells
them.
First time participant Lela Carlston joined her
youth group to attend the two-day event and joined
the session led by Richardson.
“It was good to hear to just believe in yourself
and not what everyone else thinks of you,” said
13-year-old Carlston. “God made us the way we are
and we need to live that out. I’ve made a couple of

new friends here from other churches, which is fun
too.”
Course offerings included other topics such as
praying with purpose, keys to effective discipleship
and what do in life, all relating to the conference
them of “That was then, this is now.”
Returning to lead in praise and worship was
Josh Martin and Luis Cuevas with a band of others
who themselves lead worship at various Resonate
Church sites. The collegiate church hosts services at
five sites, with the goal of taking the news of Jesus
to college towns across the Northwest.
Late night events were offered for students and
adult leaders and included choices of putt putt golf,
arcarde games, laser tag, swimming and a climbing
wall. Disaster Relief volunteers from Interstate Baptist Association served the students a meal during
the conference.
By Sheila Allen

CHANGE YOUR WORLD THROUGH CHARITABLE GIVING
3200 NE 109th Ave. // Vancouver, WA 98682
360.882.2200 or 800.594.2981
www.nwbaptistfdn.org
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Celebrating 60 years of serving Northwest churches and the world!

Suicide stats
prompt call
for ministry
With the U.S. suicide rate increasing 24 percent
over the past 15 years, according to data from the
National Center for Health Statistics, mental health
experts say pastors should prepare for ministry
to suicidal individuals.
While a pastor need not mention mental health issues every week in
preaching, “a bit of regular exposure to
such human realities has a way of breaking down the walls of shame and secrecy,”
said Tony Rose, a pastor who served
as chairman of a mental health
advisory council appointed
by Southern Baptist
Convention Executive
Committee President
Frank S. Page.
Among key suicideprevention recommendations
are asking
troubled
individuals
whether they are contemplating suicide and mentioning
mental health issues in sermons, said Rose.
Matthew Stanford, CEO of the Hope and Healing Center in Houston, said simple conversation can
go a long way to preventing suicide.
“Actually asking someone if they are contemplating suicide decreases the likelihood that they will
commit suicide,” Stanford said. Specifically, pastors
should ask individuals threatening suicide “if they

have a plan” to carry it out.
Someone without a specific plan is not likely to
be in immediate danger of attempting suicide, Stanford said, although anyone with suicidal thoughts
should be referred to a trusted mental health professional.
If, however, the person has a plan to commit
suicide, Stanford suggested asking “if they have the
means to carry out that plan.” If, for example, the person says he is planning to take an overdose of drugs
and that he has been saving up pills for several
months to do so, then that person is in immediate
danger of suicide and needs immediate intervention
from a mental health professional.
Pastors should develop relationships with one
or more mental health professionals in the event an
emergency arises, Stanford said, noting every county
and major city in America has people in the police
and emergency fields specially trained to deal with
suicide.
“When people are having suicidal thoughts, this
is not a reasoned thought they are having,” Stanford
said. “Ninety-plus percent of people who commit
suicide are struggling with a mental health problem
at the time that they commit suicide.”
Rose said church attendees contemplating suicide need to hear about the grace of God and hope
in Jesus.
“Pastors should take suicidal thinking seriously,”
Stanford said, “because you only have to be wrong
once” for the congregation to experience tragedy.
By Kevin D. Kennedy, Baptist Press
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Senior Adult Retreat

Oct. 24-26, 2016 • Cannon Beach Conference Center

Special Guests:

• James Appleby, Transitional Pastor, Calvary Baptist 		
Church, Renton, WA
• Bill Crews, Retired NWBC Executive Director,
Vancouver, WA
• Tim Lovelace, Christian Comedian, see more at
www.timlovelace.com

Registration Information:

• Lodging assignments made upon registration and
payment received
• Room Requests are considered but not guaranteed
		

Prices are per person and include:

Beach Front
# of guests
Rate per
per room
Guest
1
210.00
2
195.00
3
180.00
4
165.00

Pacific View
# of guests
Rate per
per room
Guest
1
210.00
2
195.00
3
180.00
4
165.00

East Haven
# of guests
Rate per
per room
Guest
1
190.00
2
170.00
3
155.00
4
150.00

(Not all rooms have
ocean view - See
www.cbcc.net for more
facility information)

• Monday & Tuesday Dinner
Questions? Contact Marsha Gray, 360.882.2102 or email at marshag@nwbaptist.org
Send fees and room request to: NWBC Senior Adult Retreat, 3200 NE 109th Ave., Vancouver, WA 98682

Church
Guest name
Address
Phone #

24

Email
Building Choice

Name of roommate if
Other than spouse
Check here if you would like to come but do not have transportation
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