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LEARNING TO LISTEN

PREPARATION KEY
TO CHURCH
SAFETY

MISSION TRIP PAVES
WAY FOR LONG TERM
COMMITMENT



   
VIEWPOINT

Randy Adams
Executive Director

Our Witness is Based on Hope
 In March, we completed Story Wit-

nessing Workshops across the North-

west. What a joy to see 260 people 

from 50 or more churches, including 

many pastors, trained to listen well and 

connect Bible stories with the lives of 

those who need a Savior. 

 Every community needs more wit-

nesses to Jesus and his love. People 

will listen to a Bible story that relates 

to their lives. The Prodigal Son, Nico-

demus, the Woman at the Well, and the 

Good Samaritan have universal appeal. 

More than that, they are powerful. Like 

a lightning bolt, God’s Word penetrates 

the mind and heart as no other word 

can. And people love stories. You can 

use these Bible stories to share Jesus 

with others.

 Something to rejoice over is that 

236 more people followed Jesus in 

believer’s baptism in the past year 

than in the previous year in our NWBC 

churches. In 2015, our churches 

reported 1,915 baptisms, up from 

1,679 in 2014 and 1,643 in 2013. We 

praise God for this. There is nothing 

more important than loving God, loving 

our neighbors and sharing Christ with 

them. We will not go far wrong if we do 

these things.

 Many are discouraged and dis-

gusted with this year’s election politics. 

Count me in that number. Political 

elections, though important, remind 

us that our greatest needs will never 

be met by government. Indeed, our 

citizenship in heaven is that which is 

most precious to us. And this too 

can strengthen our witness to our 

neighbors. Like us, they are likely dis-

mayed by the 2016 election process. 

But the resurrection of Jesus Christ 

demonstrates that our personhood is 

eternal. Therefore, our relationships 

“in Christ” are eternal. I will know my 

loved ones in heaven. Heaven pro-

vides us with a forever family.

 That is a precious part of the 

blessed hope. We do not find this 

hope in our earthly citizenship. We do 

not find it in our job or career or any 

other thing.

 So when our neighbors are 

discouraged by life or politics or poor 

health, share with them the story of 

Jesus’ resurrection. Help them see 

that all who know and love Jesus will 

be raised from the dead to eternal 

life. Tell them that in heaven we will 

know each other, and that we don’t 

have to say “goodbye” when a Jesus 

follower leaves this life. This is our 

hope. 

 One final thought – summer 

provides wonderful opportunities to 

share Christ. Vacation Bible School 

and Bible camps are among the best 

opportunities, but also remember that 

many relocate in the summer months. 

Keep your eyes open to new move-

ins, the new kid on the ball team, and 

the new customer or coworker. New 

people are open to new friendships. 

Let’s be their friends for Jesus’ sake. 

It is a good day to serve the Lord.
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 As recent as 20 years ago, few churches would 

consider meeting in more than one location. Now a 

growing trend, multi-site churches change everything 

about the way leaders think about and “do” church.

Although there are 320,000 Protestant churches in 

North America, more are closing every day than are 

being launched. While it takes an average of 100 

members to support a church and one full-time pas-

tor in many settings, the average church size in the 

U.S. is 75 members.

 “The harvest need is tremendous,” Burnett said. 

“We lose sight of it when we are involved with other 

Christians all the time. We have got to come up with 

new ways to reach those who don’t grace our doors.”

Of the 100 largest and fastest growing churches, 

common denominators are small groups, community 

engagement and multi-site campuses. The move-

ment started as a band-aid for churches that were 

out of room, money or permission from local govern-

ments to build.

 “Churches of all sizes go multi-site,” Burnett 

stated to a gathering of interested participants 

at a recent multi-site conference held at Greater 

Gresham (OR) Baptist Church. “The average size of 

an individual campus is just over 300, which is big 

enough to offer people expressions of ministry they 

can believe in but a small environment to form con-

nections. People want the caliber of a big church, but 

don’t want to be ‘organized.’”

 An emerging method to multi-site campuses 

involve a smaller, struggling church coming under the 

wing of a thriving church and adopting the DNA of 

the lead church. Pastoral care and a sense of com-

munity are developed by a campus pastor dedi-

cated to that location. Another pathway to multi-site 

locations develops by the lead church strategically 

targeting nearby communities with unmet needs and 

starting from scratch.

 “Churches are able to grow larger and smaller at 

the same time, while providing quality and intimacy,” 

Burnett stated. “There is less cost in maximized 

facilities, plus more opportunities and staff support. 

Two locations are about the limit for most churches 

and very few get past that.”

 A group of members from Orient Drive Baptist 

Church in Boring, OR, attended the conference to 

gain knowledge about the process. Down to 35 reg-

ular attenders and currently without a pastor, church 

leaders are exploring the possibility of aligning with 

Greater Gresham Baptist Church, a 20-minute com-

mute.

 “My husband and I joined Orient Drive when it 

was a very vibrant church of 120 people,” said Hazel 

Jones. “Since that time we’ve had two other pastors 

NORTH

DOWNTOWN

Multi-Site Churches 
Provide Opportunities 

Large churches in North America are getting bigger and 
small churches are struggling, according to Wade Bur-
nett of MultiSite Solutions based in Tennessee.
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“Younger people are accustomed to looking at screens everywhere; you 
don’t have to fool people into thinking they aren’t watching live, but you do 

have to make watching someone on a screen worthwhile.”
Wade Burnett

and our ups and downs. Over the last nine years our 

membership has dropped off to nothing for a lot of 

reasons and we’ve lost all our children to become a 

senior church. We want to be multi-generational.”

 “What attracted us to Orient Drive was a warm 

community where everyone felt wanted,” added Pat 

Poole. “Although we made many attempts, we are 

dying and need someone to guide us. It’s sad when 

you feel like your efforts aren’t valuable. We’ve been 

talking with Greater Gresham’s pastors Keith Evans 

and Lance Logue and we saw this workshop as an 

opportunity to put 

some finishing 

touches on it.”

 A variety of 

methods are used 

to unite the cam-

puses as one church, including hearing from the lead 

pastor in sermons, whether in person, on video or a 

combination of both.

 “Younger people are accustomed to looking at 

screens everywhere, you don’t have to fool people 

into thinking they aren’t watching live, but you do 

have to make watching someone on a screen worth-

while. In the church this requires rooms to be dark 

and a lot of legacy churches have lots of windows 

and can be a real battle.”

 In a merger, there has to be a leader church and 

a joining church, according to Burnett. The better the 

lead church, the 

better the merger, 

as multi-site cam-

puses changes everything for both congregations. 

He suggested a “sweet spot” of a 15 to 30 minute 

distance for churches joining forces to cooperate ef-

fectively, but far enough for those to stay in their own 

community to worship and serve.

 “The pastor must be a high capacity leader and a 

DNA carrier of the church,” Burnett noted. “It requires 

genuine caring leadership and empowering others 

to lead. It is critical to have a strong launch pad with 

unified leadership and financially committed, sending 

people who are ‘all in.’ Central support helps all the 

campuses and all have equal value.”

 “It was good to hear we could have our own 

campus pastor,” Poole said. “I hope we are able to 

convey back to our members as eloquently as Wade 

how this process might work. It is about reaching 

people for Christ.”

 

MAINDOWNTOWN

SOUTH

MOUNTAIN

By Sheila Allen
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 Slusher, who led Story Witnessing Workshops in 

eight cities around the Northwest recently, helped 

participants learn to connect people to the gospel 

message by primarily listening.

 “All our lives we are 

so used to talking and 

entertaining everyone to 

get our own way instead 

of listening,” Slusher said. 

“Remember to keep your 

mouth closed and you will 

have tremendous opportu-

nity to share the gospel.”

 The isolation and 

loneliness people feel to-

day leaves them wanting 

to talk. “While it is hard to 

listen, you must hear what 

they are really telling you,” 

she said.

 Many things distract from listening, including 

pride, personal agendas, thinking about a next re-

sponse and being a problem solver. Slusher encour-

aged participants to “practice engagement” with 

open body postures, such as standing with arms and 

legs uncrossed, palms open, leaning forward and 

maintaining eye contact with people. Those kind of 

social cues can lead to more rapport with people.

“People receive with their own filter or world view 

and body language accounts for 55 percent of what 

is believed,” Slusher stated. “People are not believed 

if the tone or body language doesn’t match what 

they are hearing. Start by looking for things to talk 

about with a stranger, including their book or an 

interesting piece of clothing or jewelry and catch 

people’s eyes so they will talk to you.”

 Biblical accounts show that while Jesus taught 

crowds, he also modeled active listening by interrupt-

ing his schedule to stop and listen to strangers.

 “Story listening is making a guess about the 

hidden struggle which is told through the stories the 

speaker shares with you,” 

Slusher said. “It is listen-

ing for the unconscious 

meaning in a person’s 

story, told through themes 

and metaphors. People 

will often tell their person-

al issues within the first 

couple of sentences of 

introducing themselves.”

 Slusher encouraged 

the use of paraphrasing 

others words and mirror-

ing back conversations to 

determine if an accurate 

message was received 

and to demonstrate interest, which conveys caring.

 “There is no such thing as multi-tasking and 

other things must shut off to begin building rapport,” 

Slusher noted. “This is another biblical principle, 

as Jesus did not cram scripture down throats, but 

instead took the time to ask questions. Paul also 

Many Christians have 
intentions about shar-
ing their faith, but are 

thwarted by not actively listen-
ing or recognizing cues, accord-
ing to Margaret Slusher, presi-
dent of LeadPlus.

Learning to Listen

Margaret Slusher led eight Northwest conferences 
highlighting the power of active listening and offer-
ing genuine care, which opens doors to sharing the 
gospel.
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By Sheila Allen

stated that we should become all things to all people 

for the sake of the gospel.

 “Interest in others must be prefaced by prayer, 

asking God to help you love people,” Slusher said. 

“We must be burdened for the lost because God 

wants them, so we must take a genuine interest in 

each other, which can be started with just a smile.”

 After hearing a person’s story or struggle, a 

transition can be made to spiritual concerns by 

mentioning a story from the Bible that relates to their 

situation instead of the hearer’s own story. While a 

full understanding of the Bible is desirable, many 

situational Bible stories can be customized in various 

conversations, including familiar stories such as the 

prodigal son, the Samaritan woman, Noah building 

the ark and Daniel in the lion’s den. Then, questions 

about the matching story can lead to deeper conver-

sations. 

 An assessment of someone’s openness to fol-

lowing Christ can also be ascertained by watching 

body language. If a person is receptive, a salvation 

story can then be presented and guidance given to 

making a life-long commitment to Jesus. If they are 

not ready, a follow-up time can be established and 

praying for other witnesses to come into their lives. 

 “The highlight of the workshop was hearing 

the stories of how God has used this method for 

the glory of his name and the advancement of his 

kingdom,” said Kelsey Fitzpatrick of Vancouver, WA. 

“Whether you have been a pastor for 30 years or are 

a new Christian who wants to share the gospel with 

a friend, this workshop gives tips on how to commu-

nicate effectively. By understanding someone else’s 

story and relating it to the word of God, we have the 

opportunity to show that the Bible is relatable, true 

and transformational.” 

 A three-day intensive workshop will be held 

September 20-22 at the Northwest Baptist Center 

in Vancouver, WA, to train others to teach the story 

witnessing method of evangelism. More information 

can be found at www.nwbaptist.org.
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Preparation Key 
to Church Safety



Continued on Page 18

As images of violence 
in public places in-
creasingly become 

fodder for news media, many 
church leaders still do little 
to address potential threats, 
according to Joe Puckett, 
course instructor for a public 
safety education association.
 Faced with perceived slim odds of intruders 

striking and a lack of knowledge about appropriate 

safety measures available, churches leave members 

and employees in a vulnerable position, said the 

former police captain.

 “The majority of incidents occur outside of the 

church building and during off-hours,” Puckett said. 

“Most involve a lone male attacker who is not affili-

ated with the church. But many others give warning 

signs that can be defused with a strategy and good 

preparation.”

 A plan for emergencies should be in place for 

all churches and include medical needs, power 

outages, evacuation plans, fire drills and lock down 

procedures. Puckett advised churches to start with 

simple items, such as placing non-emergency phone 

numbers and the street location of the church by any 

public phones.

 “Thinking ahead and challenging 

yourself is a great way to be prepared 

to act under pressure if the event 

should actually occur,” Puckett stated. 

“Things to consider are the safest exits 

for evacuation, fire alarm locations, AED 

defibrillator kits and first aid kits. If there is a medi-

cal or fire emergency, send someone to the curb to 

direct authorities to the proper area.”

 A desire to welcome guests to church with open 

arms may seem in conflict with screening suspicious 

persons, but actually can minimize the potential for 

outbursts in services or other confrontations, accord-

ing to Puckett.

 “Trained ushers or security people should take 

note of people presenting odd behavior and engage 

them in assertive friendliness by intentionally meet-

ing them and asking questions,” Puckett said. “Be 

hospitable, ask probing questions and offer them 

something to drink and you should then be able to 

identify if you need to intervene or not. Teams of two 

are valuable and should be placed inside and outside 

of entrances looking for those that ‘don’t look right’ 

coming into the church.”

 Issues arising from people with mental illnesses 

can present themselves and should be responded to 

with calm respect for the feelings and rights of the 

individual. Always assess for the degree of danger 

and maintain adequate space for your safety and 

level of training, advised Puckett. Additionally, ask 

about their basic needs and when it is time, give firm 

and clear directions.

 “Active listening is a tool that can be used to de-

fuse a confrontation by taking a full minute and re-

ally hearing what the needs the person has,” Puckett 

noted. “Many folks just want to be heard. An impor-

tant skill in dealing with others is non-verbal commu-

nication. Facial expressions, posture, eye contact and 

gestures make up 55 percent of the categories that 

influence the communication process, according to 

Psychology Today. If there is a threat of violence, this 

would be the time to call 911. Using a pre-arranged 

code word to alert others to call police or stay with 

you is a good practice.”

 For those with an intent to disrupt regular servic-

es, a signal from the pastor or other leader is needed 

“Active listening is a tool that can be used to defuse a con-
frontation by taking a full minute and really hearing what the 

needs the person has, many folks just want to be heard.”

Joe Puckett
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Nestled just off a main Oregon thoroughfare in an area brim-
ming with needs, a compact yellow house owned by Solid 
Rock Baptist Church in Portland sits largely unused through-

out the week. But an effort to meet the needs of law enforcement per-
sonnel has opened up the tidy property into a rest stop for those that 
serve the community.

 Pastor Randy Duckett has served as pastor at 

Solid Rock in Portland, OR, for just one year, but an 

introduction to Steve Chadwick of Responder Life 

opened new ministry possibilities for a congrega-

tion that sits in the shadow of a major freeway and 

bustling business district.

 “I mentioned to an officer that we wanted to 

serve our police officers on Halloween because 

there is so much mischief on that night,” Duckett 

said. “I heard back from Steve Chadwick, who is 

a police chaplain and director of community and 

church partnerships for Responder Life. He told me 

about rest stops provided for first responders in the 

metropolitan area.

 “We prayed about it for a couple of months and 

our church wants to do things and not be stagnant,” 

he added. “Some in our church had been discour-

aged because of our location, as it is difficult to get 

to our campus, but we realized it is perfect for this 

ministry, as it is off the beaten path.”

 A recent open house to introduce the rest stop 

was held for all first responders, including firefight-

ers, ambulance drivers and others, but the facility 

meets a special need for law enforcement personnel 

to take a break, use the restroom and write reports 

out of the eye of the general public. The church will 

offer cold drinks, snacks, wireless internet and televi-

Church Offers Respite for 
First Responders

An open house was hosted by Solid Rock Baptist 
Church to introduce a rest stop to local first responders. 
The center will be available 24 hours a day.
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By Sheila Allen

Church Offers Respite for 
First Responders

sion to those who make use of the church property.

“Law enforcement is a mission field, as many won’t darken 

the doors of our church, but they will come here,” Duckett 

said. “Church members furnished the house with donated 

items and we installed a keypad entry so they don’t need a 

key. New people drawn to our church have been impressed 

by our community action.”

 There is more and more paperwork required in modern 

police work, according to Chadwick.

 “A serious incident requires an hour of paperwork,” 

Chadwick said. “With this now open, they don’t have to sit 

in their car and do it, with a potential to be ambushed. A 

place off of the street and out of sight is valuable. Most will 

use it as a quick visit between stops and they want a place 

that is not political.”

 Responder Life is unique to the Portland metro area 

and has been replicated in other areas. Churches sign an 

agreement confirming they don’t expect better services be-

cause of their efforts. But statistics show nearby residents 

will see the positive effect, with a 75 percent decrease in 

crime by just having police cars drive by.

 “This reconnects churches with their community,” 

Chadwick noted. “People tend to live miles away from their 

church, but this connects them with first responders in an 

accepted and positive way. This part of Southeast Portland 

is filled with drug addicts and criminals.”

 Clackamas County Sheriff reserve officer Alan Kaiser 

first heard of the rest stop at his morning briefing and 

stopped by to check it out.

 “This gets more officers on your property and just hav-

ing a place to use the bathroom is positive,” said Kaiser, 

who also serves as a medic on a SWAT team. “I just work 

a couple shift a month, but regular guys work four-10 hour 

shifts. It’s nice to have a place just for the cops.”

 The rest stop is not the only way Solid Rock members 

are reaching out, as they participate in Operation Night-

watch, a hospitality ministry to feed up to 75 street people 

once a month.

 “Jesus talked about not understanding the times,” 

Duckett said. “We want to respond to that, initiate conver-

sations and love on groups that don’t receive this.”



As leader of a young church, Pastor Eric Andrews* 
wanted to emphasize international missions as part 
of the DNA of The Pathway, which opened its door 

to the public in 2011.

Mission Trip Paves 
Way for Long-Term 
Commitment

A ten year stint as a Navy pilot preceded 
a mission trip for Jessica Clark*, who was 
interested to hear of a need at a flight school 
in East Asia.



Continued on Page 19

 “Our vision 

centers around 

reproduction of 

disciples locally, 

but also includes 

churches here 

and the nations 

globally,” Andrews 

said. “We have a 

neighborhood-

based approach in 

inner-city Tacoma 

and our church 

is predominantly 

made up of single 

parent families 

and young couples 

with kids.”

 When Northwest Baptist Convention execu-

tive director Randy Adams distributed a long list 

of opportunities for churches to partner with In-

ternational Mission Board personnel in East Asia, 

Andrews circled three that he 

thought would fit members 

of The Pathway. Although he 

attempted to communicate 

with all three, he only received 

a phone call back from a lead 

missionary that focuses on an 

unreached people group called 

the Hui, (pronounced HWAY), 

a predominantly Muslim culture 

with mosques on every corner 

in its cities.

 “When the missionary was 

home on stateside assign-

ment, he came out and talked 

with us last year, which was 

really helpful,” Andrews said. 

“We sent a vision team of three 

people to this region of East 

Asia in November, after a year 

of talking and joined three oth-

ers from New Hope Baptist in Creswell, OR, who are 

interested in the same region. They were rock stars 

and knew what they were doing, as they’ve done 

many overseas mission trips, which was really helpful 

to us.”

 The teams separated while in East Asia – it is 

less distracting to have small groups of foreigners 

traveling together. The Pathway team included leader 

Katie Brown*, Kent Davis* and Jessica Clark*, a Navy 

pilot who would soon separate from the military after 

10 years of service.

 “I didn’t know anything about it,” Clark said. “I had 

only been going to The Pathway for a few months, 

but while on another mission trip teaching vacation 

Bible school in California, Eric asked if I’d thought 

about going. I later attended a meeting and felt I 

should pursue applying just to see if my application 

would be accepted.”

 Clark began following Christ as a child in her 

native Colorado, and eventually attended the Naval 

Academy in Annapolis, MD, where she received an 

engineering degree. Only 20 percent of women 

As leader of a young church, Pastor Eric Andrews* 
wanted to emphasize international missions as part 
of the DNA of The Pathway, which opened its door 

to the public in 2011.

Mission Trip Paves 
Way for Long-Term 
Commitment

MARCH/APRIL 2016  Northwest Baptist Convention  13



The high-
est court in 
Washington 

state has agreed 
to hear the ap-
peal of florist Bar-
ronelle Stutzman 
found guilty of vio-
lating state laws 
and the constitu-
tional rights of a 
gay couple when 
she refused to ar-
range flowers for 
their wedding, cit-
ing religious be-
liefs.
 The Washington Supreme 

Court will hear the appeal of 

Stutzman, a 70-year-old Southern 

Baptist grandmother who owns 

Arlene’s Flowers in Richland, pos-

sibly as early as its spring 2016 

session beginning in May, accord-

ing to the court’s official website.

 The Alliance Defending 

Freedom (ADF) continues as 

Stutzman’s counsel in her three-

year-long battle to live out her 

Christian faith that affirms mar-

riage as a lifelong commitment 

between one man and one 

woman.

 “We hope the Washington Su-

preme Court will affirm the broad 

protections that both the U.S. 

Constitution and the Washington 

Constitution afford to freedom 

of speech and conscience,” ADF 

Senior Counsel Kristen Waggoner 

said when the state’s highest 

court accepted the appeal. “Bar-

ronelle and many others like 

her around the country have 

been willing to serve any and all 

customers, but they are under-

standably not willing to promote 

any and all messages. Join us in 

prayer for Barronelle and her le-

gal team as she continues to take 

a courageous stand for her right 

to freely live out her faith.”

 Stutzman is among many 

small-business owners who have 

faced legal repercussions for 

upholding their Christian beliefs in 

business.

 “The trial court’s 

(and the state’s and 

ACLU’s) view -- that 

there can never be a 

free speech excep-

tion to public accom-

modation laws -- 

endangers everyone,” 

Waggoner said. “If correct, then 

the consciences of all citizens are 

fair game for the government.

 “No longer could a gay print 

shop owner decline to print shirts 

adorned with messages promot-

ing marriage between one man 

and one woman for a religious 

rally. Nor could an atheist painter 

decline to paint a mural celebrat-

ing the resurrection of Christ 

for a church. Indeed, no speaker 

could exercise esthetic or moral 

judgments about what projects 

to take on where a customer 

claims the decision infringes on 

his or her rights under the WLAD 

(Washington Law Against Dis-

crimination).

 Stutzman is appealing a lower 

court’s Feb. 18, 2015 ruling that 

she violated the U.S. and state 

civil rights of Robert Ingersoll and 

Curt Freed when she refused 

two years earlier to design floral 

arrangements for their wedding. 

She offered instead to provide 

floral stems and referred them to 

other florists to arrange the flow-

ers. The court held her personally 

liable for the plaintiffs’ attorney 

fees and damages, putting her 

in danger of losing her business 

and personal holdings. Both the 

state of Washington and the 

couple sued Stutzman in the case 

stemming from the March 2013 

incident.

 Supporters donated nearly 

$175,000 to Stutzman over a 

two-month period in 2015 before 

GoFundMe.org pulled her page 

from the site, but with the case 

ongoing, it is unknown the total 

monetary penalty Stutzman will 

face.

 Throughout the ordeal, 

Florist Who Refused Gay 
Wedding Gets Appeal
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Florist Who Refused Gay 
Wedding Gets Appeal

Continued on Page 21

Stutzman has presented Ingersoll 

as a dear friend whom she knew 

was a homosexual, and whose 

floral needs she had served more 

than nine years.

 “My husband and I talked it 

over and … as much as I love 

Rob, I just couldn’t, couldn’t be a 

part of that. If I did Rob’s wedding, 

it would be from my heart, ‘cause 

I think he’s a really special person, 

and I would want to make it really 

special for him,” Stutzman said in 

an ADF video relating her experi-

ence. “It’s not something that I 

flippantly said, ‘Oh, I’m not going 

to do Rob’s wedding ‘cause he’s 

gay.’ When I talked to Rob I did not 

think this would be a major issue. I 

was very surprised at that.”

 Stutzman has continued to 

speak for religious freedom. The 

National Religious Broadcasters’ 
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The International Mission Board 
announced recently that 983 

missionaries and 149 stateside staff 
have left the mission agency as a 
result of its retirement and resigna-
tion incentive programs.
 IMB President David Platt told trustees the orga-

nization now expects to operate a balanced budget 

for 2017 due to its 2015-16 organizational “reset” 

processes.

 “IMB is now in a much healthier financial posi-

tion,” Platt said during IMB’s February meeting near 

Richmond, VA. “Due to increased giving from South-

ern Baptist churches, Cooperative Program and 

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering giving are trending 

upward.”

 Over recent years, IMB has consistently spent 

more money than it has received -- a combined 

$210 million more since 2010. Though IMB has 

covered the shortfalls through reserves and global 

property sales, in August 2015 Platt announced a 

critical need to balance the organization’s budget. 

Because 80 percent of IMB’s budget is devoted to 

personnel salary, benefits and support expenses, 

leaders determined a need to reduce the total num-

ber of personnel by approximately 600-800 people 

to get to a healthy financial place in the present for 

sustained growth and engagement in the future.

 At that time, Platt outlined a two-phase process 

for reducing the number of IMB personnel. The first 

phase involved retirement incentives available to 

eligible retirement-age personnel, while the second 

phase was a resignation incentive available to every-

one in the IMB.

 Additionally, officials announced the closing of 

the IMB’s Richmond-based communications office, 

eliminating the positions of 30 employees.

 The number of missionaries on the field is now 

around 3,800, according to IMB figures. The last 

time the number of missionaries was below 4,000, 

according to SBC Annual reports, was in 1993 at 

3,954.

 “While this news is disappointing to all of us,” 

said Ronnie Floyd, president of the Southern Bap-

tist Convention, “we know we have prayed for God’s 

leadership; therefore, we will trust God in this season 

and with our future as Southern Baptists.”

 “This reset is not regress or retreat,” Floyd said. 

“Southern Baptist churches must see this as a fresh 

calling to reaching the world for Christ. Now is the 

time to go forward with a clear vision and an aggres-

sive strategy to make disciples of all the nations for 

Christ.”

 Frank S. Page, president of the SBC Execu-

tive Committee, said, “My heart is broken to hear of 

the large number of missionaries and staff who are 

leaving the IMB. My prayers are with them as they 

transition.

Platt Unveils “Reset” of 
IMB Strategy, Structure
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For information and to apply for a church contruction loan 
please contact Kurt Lenhoff: 503.819.3825.

“Bridging the gap between churches and their future.”

Your Foundation 
can assist with 

financing church 
construction
projects both 

large and small!

3200 NE 109th Ave.
Vancouver, WA 98682

800.594.2981

 “However most of all,” Page noted, “My prayers 

are focused on the fact of the massive lostness in 

our world. May God bless Dr. Platt as he leads us in 

a new strategy to see a new day of intentional evan-

gelism around our world. God help us all!”

 In addition to reducing the total number of per-

sonnel over the last six months, IMB has changed its 

staff structures and systems.

The future IMB strategy revolves around:

-- Enabling limitless men and women to participate 

in global mission through a multiplicity of pathways 

and opportunities. This involves continuing to support 

full-time, fully supported personnel around the world 

and surrounding these personnel with students, 

professionals and retirees who are leveraging their 

studies, vocations and relocations for the spread of 

the gospel.

-- Serving and mobilizing local churches as the 

primary agent God has promised to bless for the 

spread of the gospel in the world.

-- Training and equipping Christians and church lead-

ers, pastors and missionaries to make disciples and 

multiply churches across cultures.

-- Engaging and reaching unreached peoples and 

places through missionary teams who are maximiz-

ing opportunities for evangelism, discipleship, church 

formation and leadership training from the most 

populated cities to the most extreme places in the 

world.

-- Supporting and strengthening an ever-multiplying 

mission force through practical services that include 

everything from logistical help to health care to tax 

assistance.

 “The stage is now set financially, organizationally 

and spiritually for IMB to work with Southern Baptist 

churches to create exponentially more opportunities 

for disciple making and church planting among un-

reached peoples around the world,” Platt said. “IMB 

is committed to a future marked by faithful steward-

ship, operational excellence, wise evaluation, ongoing 

innovation and joyful devotion to making disciples 

and multiplying churches among the unreached.”

(Adapted from reporting by Baptist Press and the IMB.)



for security volunteers to approach someone who 

interrupts and having a person in charge is important. 

If the person must be physically removed, a call to 

authorities afterward is in order, with a recommen-

dation to press charges against those who disrupt, 

according to Puckett.

 “If a hostile intruder or active shooter should at-

tack, everyone in attendance is encouraged to first 

run if you can get away safely,” Puckett said. “Others 

may need to hide and lock down in a secure place or 

fight back by attempting to incapacitate the shooter, 

although trying to attack an armed or violent indi-

vidual is not recommended, but a personal choice if 

there are no other apparent options. I always sug-

gest respect for your pastor’s preference for having 

someone with a concealed weapon in place.”

 Other measures should be in place to protect 

those who transport offerings to a secure location, 

including walking with security monitors, using dif-

ferent routes to a safe or bank and varied schedules. 

Particular attention must be given to those who are 

involved in custody issues or have restraining orders 

in place, with trained people prepared to call 911.

 “Children’s buildings must be secure, with all 

doors locked from the outside entry except one,” 

Puckett added. “A gatekeeper at the only entry point 

needs to be in place, with a system to check a child 

in or out with parents is optimal. The threat from 

sexual predators is real -- 30 percent of our church-

es have no volunteer screening in place and another 

32 percent is not consistent. Oregon is among the 

top states of registered sex offenders per 100,000 

population.

 “The number one thing we can do is to protect 

ourselves by preparing and planning ahead,” Puck-

ett said. “Brains freeze under pressure so having an 

emergency action plan helps us under pressure if 

any of these events should actually occur.”

Continued from Page 9

By Sheila Allen



By Sheila Allen

function as pilots, but Clark also stood out from her 

colleagues as a Christ follower. As she neared her 

final days, she searched for God’s answer for her 

training to serve a bigger purpose.

 “I interviewed with some firms, but kept getting 

no,” Clark recalled. “I considered Mission Aviation 

Fellowship, but going to East Asia was an open door. 

I really didn’t know why I was going on the trip, and 

felt unprepared and inadequate -- but Katie said to 

listen to the Holy Spirit.”

 Upon arrival, the team met another missionary 

couple and toured an area six hours away, where 

they heard of an unmet need for a flight school 

teacher who was proficient in English.

 “It seemed beyond coincidence and other doors 

we sought out seemed to be closed,” Clark said. 

“We stopped at an ancient mosque in that city and 

the people were strangely inviting and we also met 

another Hui local businessman that we shared 

dinner and the gospel with who has family living in 

America.”

 Although women are imans among the Hiu 

people and are treated almost as equals, the mis-

sionaries were uncertain if a female would be able 

to operate effectively in the environment of the flight 

school which piqued Clark’s interest. Although she 

didn’t wanted people to build their hopes on her, 

other signs fell into place and Clark decided to move 

and begin language training in East Asia to follow 

God’s path for her there.

 “There is already a team of people in place that 

I will join and a woman I met is also in language 

school and works as a physical therapist who offered 

to share housing with me,” Clark noted. “I want to be 

able to share and do mission work and explore the 

opportunities to teach at the flight school. It couldn’t 

come at a better time in my life, as I’m not tied down 

in a lot of ways.”

 Church members and some family and friends 

support her decision to follow the call to East Asia, 

but others think it strange, according to Clark. 

 “It was cool to have the team and especially Jes-

sica share with the church and see people interested 

in supporting her,” Andrews said. “We are just a 

church of a lot of ‘unchurched’ people and for them 

to see this as a possibility is so great. She is taking 

this one step at a time.” 

 Planting churches among the Hui for westerners 

is difficult, as it causes unwanted scrutiny. Introduc-

ing a few who will commit to Christ among the Hui is 

critical to starting indigenous house churches.

 “To be Hui is to be Muslim, so they must essen-

tially turn their back on their own culture and leave,” 

Clark said. “They renounce who they are if they come 

to Christ. I want God to be glorified instead of me or 

the church. There is a little bit of fear of getting into 

challenges I’ve never had before, but I’m trusting God 

will get me through.”

(The names indicated with an *asterisk in this article are pseud-

onyms used to maintain security for the workers.)

Continued from Page 13

Senior Adult Retreat

Oct. 24-26, 2016
Cannon Beach Conference Center

Speaker:  James Appleby, Transitional Pastor 
of Calvary Baptist Church, Renton, Wash. 

where he served as pastor 1985-1996.

Bible Study Leader:  Bill Crews, 
Retired NWBC Executive Director 

Watch for more information!

SAVE THE DATE!



Year-to-Date Budget vs Actual Comparison  
Budget              Actual            Variance 
480,635         525,887           45,252

January-February Grand Total  525,887   

Cooperative Program Giving ...

 YTD - 16
Auburn- Igl Hispana LifeWay 112
Auburn -Lifeway Ch Auburn 100
Auburn-Reliance 307 
Auburn-Solid Ground 88 
Bellevue -Essential  1,582  
Bellevue -Well Commun  1,671  
Bellevue-Leaven Church 552 
Bellingham-God’s Chosen 125 
Bellingham-Immanuel 90 
Blk Diamond-Chap Wood 982 
Bonney Lake-Church Club 1 50 
Bothell -Ekklesia  1,918  
Bothell -Living Spring 182 
Bothell-CrossPointe  3,440  
Bothell-Hallows W Seattle 733 
Bothell-Tabern de Dios 327 
Burlington-Calvary  1,600  
Camano Island-Restoration 650 
Clear Lake-FBC 100 
Cross Country Cowboy Church 144 
Darrington-Mt View 441 
Dwelling Place Church 117 
Edmonds-Rock of Hope  2,356  
Enumclaw-FBC 400 
Everett -Redemption Ch  2,164  
Everett -The Journey  6,212  
Everett-Pinehurst 443 
Everett-S Everett Comm  1,400  
Everett-Silver Lake 695 
Fed Way- Bethel 200 
Fed Way -Compass Christian 600 
Fed Way -First Ukranian 200 
Fed Way-FBC 150 
Fed Way-Korean-Amer  2,946  
Fed Way-Lifeway 400 
Fed Way-Light Church 460 
Fed Way-Nine Lakes 385 
Federal Way-Good Neighbor 300 

 YTD - 16
Hamilton-FBC  3,353  
Issaquah-Foothills  3,562  
Kaleo Community Church  1,160  
Kenmore -Landing Church  1,265  
Kenmore-Disciple Making 100 
Kent-International Christian 100 
Kent-Sequoia  4,200  
Kirkland- Bridge Church 442 
Lakewood-Emmaus 100 
Lakewood-FBC  8,936  
Lynnwood-Healing 30 
Lynnwood-Japanese 231 
Lynnwood-Martha Lk  1,138  
Lynnwood-ONE Church 233 
Lynnwood-Seattle Bridge 432 
Lynwood -Providence 200 
Maple Falls-Mt. Baker 220 
Maple Valley-Hope  5,550  
Marysville-Emmanuel 980 
Mill Creek-Adullam 349 
Monroe -Casa de Paz 320 
Monroe-FBC  5,835  
Mount Vernon-Christian 139 
Mount Vernon-Trinity  1,671  
Oak Harbor-Bethel 100 
Oak Harbor-Christian Fellow 175 
Oak Harbor-Southern  1,541  
Puyallup-High Pointe  6,266  
Puyallup-South Hill 596 
Puyallup-Sunrise  5,049  
Puyallup-Washington Mission 23 
Redmond-FBC of Rose Hill  2,730  
Redmond-Korean Hope 500 
Redmond-Meadowbrook  15,387  
Redmond-Passion Church 190 
Renton-Calvary  5,740  
Renton-Iglesia Vida 400 
Renton-NewStory 349 

 YTD - 16
Renton-Trinity 800 
Roy-Nisqually Valley  1,019  
Sammamish -21st Century 268 
SeaTac-Riverton Heights 150 
Seattle -Ethiopian Intl 20 
Seattle -Mojdeh 70 
Seattle -The Hallows  3,394  
Seattle --Vona 179 
Seattle-Chinese Southern  4,288  
Seattle-Epic Life 660 
Seattle-FBC Beverly Pk 770 
Seattle-Roots Community 49 
Seattle-Thien An 300 
Sedro Woolley-Skagit 200 
Sedro Woolley-Valley 793 
Snohomish -Bridge  1,072  
Snohomish -BridgeCity  1,174  
SoundSide Church 232 
Sultan-FBC  1,972  
Tacoma -The Pathway 976 
Tacoma-E.Tacoma Filipino 50 
Tacoma-Filipino Inter 250
Tacoma-Highland Hill 465
Tacoma-Japanese Intl 1,101
Tacoma-New Beginnings 42 
Tacoma-New Hope 55 
Tacoma-Tacoma FBC  7,000  
Tacoma-VMCM 90 
Woodinville-Northcreek 200 
Yelm-First 909 
Yelm-Ignite Church 201 

Total:  142,958  

 YTD - 16
Bremerton-Kitsap Lake 4,075
Bremerton-Sonshine 525 
Castle Rock-FBC  1,128  
Chehalis-Dayspring  2,102  
Dryad-Community 855 
Elma-Bethany 455 
Kalama-Kalama  1,908  
Kelso-East Kelso 570 
Lacey-FBC  2,623  
Lacey-Principe de Paz 199 
Longview-Beacon Hill  1,017  
Longview-FBC  14,389  

Region 1

Region 2

 YTD - 16
Longview-Highlands 317 
Longview-La Iglasia 103 
Longview-Robert Gray  2,424  
Longview-Valley  5,824  
Morton -Reconciled  1,118  
Ocean Shores-Faith Com 564 
Olympia-Joy 70 
Olympia-McKenzie Road  5,052  
Port Angeles-Hillcrest 667 
Port Hadlock-Oak Bay 604 
Port Orchard-Evergreen 376 
Port Orchard-FBC  2,211  

Region 3

 YTD - 16
Port Townsend-San Juan  3,774  
Rainier-Delena 262 
Scappoose-Creekside 468 
Sequim-FBC  2,050  
Silverdale-Clear Creek 435 
Silverdale-Connections 80 
Silverdale-Kitsap Christian 150 
Toledo-FBC  7,096  
Tumwate-The Canvas 104 
Vaughn-Key Peninsula 274 
Yelm-Evergreen 100 

Total:  63,968  

 YTD - 16
Battle Ground-Comm 194
Beavercreek-NW Contexture 60
Beaverton-FBC  1,255
Beaverton-Global 150
Beaverton-Iglesia Bautista  1,111
Bingen-FBC 257 
Boring -Orient Drive 932 
Boring-Iglesia Vida Nueva 622 
Estacada-Clackamas Vly 353 
Forest Grove-Fellowship 457 
Forest Grove-The Crossing 293 
Goldendale-Columbus Ave  2,995  
Gresham-Grtr Gresham  22,664  
Happy Valley-Trinity  2,704  
Hillsboro-New Life  1,218  
Hood River-Tucker Road 960 
McMinnville-Grace 480 
McMinnville-Valley  4,504  
Mt Hood Parkdale-Parkdale 370 

 YTD - 16
Odell-FBC 265 
Oregon City-Catalyst 653 
Prtld -Flavel Street 100 
Prtld-Antioch Christian 450 
Prtld-Bridge City 86 
Prtld-Holgate 566 
Prtld-Kaleo Communities 170 
Prtld-Korean Logos 600 
Prtld-Mien Fellowship 369 
Prtld-Mill Park  1,320  
Prtld-New Harvest 913 
Prtld-Renaissance 66 
Prtld-Solid Rock  1,870  
Prtld-Vietnamese Revival 185 
Ridgefield-Discovery Pointe 597 
Rufus-Bapt Ch at Rufus 359 
Tacoma-Grit City 446 
The Dalles-Emmanuel  1,231  
Tigard-Hall Blvd  2,492  

 YTD - 16
Tigard-Japanese Intnl 400 
Tigard-Nema Oregon 53 
Tillamook-Life Change 800 
Vancouver -Ukrainian 100 
Vancouver-CrossPointe  5,388  
Vancouver-Evergreen 812 
Vancouver-First Slavic 450 
Vancouver-Fourth Plain 232 
Vancouver-Korean 100 
Vancouver-Revival 300 
Vancouver-Song of Hope 200 
Vancouver-Trinity  1,920  
Vancouver-Vietnamese 80 
Wilsonville-Creekside  1,287  

Total:  66,437  

Region 5

 YTD - 16
Albany-Calvary  3,081
Bend-River Woods 100 
Bend-Summit Community 153 
Corvallis-Branch  1,319  
Corvallis-Grant Avenue  10,465  
Cottage Grove-Calvary 543 
Creswell-New Hope  4,395  
Dexter-Dexter Baptist 141 
Eugene-Fairfield  5,019  
Eugene-Harvest Comm  4,233  
Eugene-Japanese 50 
Eugene-Riviera 643 
Florence-FBC  4,083  
Glendale-Glendale  1,584  
Gold Beach-Sixth Street 254 
Grants Pass-College Hghts 160 
Grants Pass-Dayspring 337
Grants Pass-River Valley 394 
K Falls -Ch on Homedale  2,017  
Keizer-Cristiana Renuevo 194 
Lakeview-Trinity 789
Lebanon-Trinity 2,141
Lincoln City-Pacific 526 
Madras-FBC 587 
Medford-Living Hope 601 
Medford-Lozier Lane  1,809  

 YTD - 16
Medford-New Horizon 371 
Monmouth-Central 950  
Newport-Calvary 571 
North Bend-FBC  4,075  
Prineville-Calvary  1,008  
Prospect-Prospect 283 
Redmond-Highland  14,358  
Reedsport-Highlands  1,223  
Rogue River-Grace  1,696  
Roseburg-Bethany 30 
Roseburg-Faith & Reason 201
Roseburg-Vine Street  3,059  
Salem-Capital  6,177  
Salem-Skyline 200 
Siletz-Sacred Ground 116 
Springfield-East Side  1,039  
Springfield-Trinity  2,598  
Sweet Home-FBC 310 
Terrebonne-Smith Rock 383 
Toledo-FBC 548 
Waldport-FBC 300 
Warm Springs-Warm Sprgs 787 
White City-Trinity 404 
Winston-Community  2,252  
Yachats-Yachats 506 

Total:  89,061

 YTD - 16
Airway Hts-Airway Hts  5,552
Athol-Athol  5,370  
Benton City-FBC 528 
Bonners Ferry-Boundary 134 
Brewster-Calvary 900 
Burbank-Trinity 600 
Cashmere-Evergreen 270 
Cheney-Fellowship 617 
Clarkston-Sonrise 974 
Clarkston-Trinity 140 
Coeur d’Alene-Emmanuel  2,502  
Coulee City-Cowboy 124 
Dayton-Faith Chapel 60 
Deer Park-FBC  3,646  
E Wenatchee-Eastmont  9,583  
Ellensburg-Chestnut St  3,644  
Ephrata-Redeeming Grace 50 
Greenacres-Greenacres  3,236  
Harrison-Community 900 
Heppner-Willow Creek  1,101  
Hermiston-Grace 377 
Hermiston-New Beginnings 550 
Ione-Ione  1,287
Kellogg-FBC 2 
Kennewick-Crossview 400 
Kennewick-Finley First 400 
Kennewick-Hillview  1,751  
Kennewick-Kennewick  15,675  
Kennewick-Quinault  1,880  
La Grande-The Way 206 
La Grande-Trinity 360 
Leavenworth-FBC  1,773  
Lewiston-Orchards  1,060  
Lewiston-Tammany  4,769  
Loon Lake- Mtn Lake Fellow 121 
Mead-Crossover  1,600  
Moscow-Trinity  2,937  
Moses Lake-Emmanuel  1,332  
Newport-Newport So  1,209  
Oakesdale-FBC 355 
Orofino-FBC 72 
Pasco -Crossview 457 
Pasco-Emmanuel 554 

 YTD - 16
Pasco-International 243 
Paterson-Community 399 
Pendleton-Pendleton  3,021  
Prosser-Calvary 512 
Pullman-Emmanuel  7,215  
Pullman-Grace and Glory 328 
Pullman-Resonate  3,889  
Quincy-Iglesia Nueva Vida 120 
Rathdrum-New Beg 507 
Rice-Victory 366 
Richland-Reata Sprgs  4,401  
Richland-Richland  38,013  
Richland-Richland Hghts 584 
Spirit Lake-Spirit Lake 595 
Spokane Valley-Dishman  2,715  
Spokane Valley-East Valley  1,284  
Spokane Valley-Valleypoint 500 
Spokane-Crestline 597 
Spokane-Driscoll Blvd  1,648  
Spokane-Inland 143 
Spokane-North Addison  1,586  
Spokane-Pinnacle  1,541
Spokane-River City 94 
Spokane-Springhill Bible 420 
Spokane-Windsor  1,177  
St Maries-College Ave 340 
Sunnyside-Trinity 514 
Toppenish-Watering Hole 251 
Umatilla-Primera Igl 150 
Union Gap-FBC 598 
W Richland-Grace&Truth  1,479  
W Richland-Reliance Fellow  1,503  
Walla Walla-Blue Mt 858 
Walla Walla-CenterPointe 250 
Wapato-FBC 195 
Wenatchee-Valley 900 
Yakima-Terrace Hghts  2,275  
Yakima-The Cross  2,237  
Yakima-The River 236 
Zillah-Mtn View 681 

Total:  163,422  
  
  
 
 
  
 

Region 4

Report only includes churches that have contributed through 
the Northwest Baptist Convention in 2015. A full report of all 

NWBC churches is available at www.gonbw.org/cp/

... partnering with more than 46,000 churches to make Christ known at home, across the nation, and around the world.
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... partnering with more than 46,000 churches to make Christ known at home, across the nation, and around the world.

International Christian Media Convention in Nashville, 

Tenn. in February is among her latest appearances. 

There, she urged Christians “to stand up now” for re-

ligious liberty, according to a March 1 Baptist Press 

report.

 “It’s me today, but it will be you tomorrow,” 

Stutzman said at the NRB event. If believers do not 

defend their rights, “when our grandkids come and 

ask us why we don’t have a free America anymore, 

we (will) simply have to say we did nothing.”

 Stutzman relies on God for strength to stand, 

she has said. “I have to have faith that He’s going 

to protect me and give me the courage and the 

knowledge and the wisdom to stand firm on this, but 

also help me understand what obedience is and … 

what following Christ is,” she said nearly in tears on 

the ADF video. “You can’t sit on the fence. Like He 

says, you can’t be lukewarm. That’s what I was; I was 

lukewarm” before the case.

 Stutzman’s attorneys have used in her defense 

Article 18 the 2000 Baptist Faith and Message and 

several Southern Baptist Convention resolutions, in-

cluding the June 1988 SBC Resolution on Persecu-

tion of Christians, the June 2001 SBC Resolution on 

Covenant Marriage, the June 2003 SBC Resolution 

on Kingdom Families, the June 2011 SBC Resolu-

tion on Protecting the Defense of Marriage Act, the 

June 2012 SBC Resolution on “Same-Sex Mar-

riage;” the June 2013 SBC Resolution on Violations 

of Religious Freedom and Assembly in the United 

States, and the June 2012 SBC Resolution on Pro-

tecting Religious Liberty.

 Robert Ingersoll et al. v. Arlene’s Flowers, Inc., et 

al. is one of nine cases listed for a possible spring 

2016 setting. The court allows gavel-to-gavel cover-

age of all its cases, televised year-round on TVW, 

Washington State’s Public Affairs Network, accord-

ing to the court’s website.

COST:
$125 Couple, $75 Single

Information & Registration:
www.nwbaptist.org/event/oasis-2016/

LEADERS:

Randy & Paula Adams
Randy is the Executive Director of 
the Northwest Baptist Convention.

Josh Martin
Josh is the Worship Arts Pastor at 
Resonate Church in Pullman, WA.

Oasis is a retreat designed to equip and refresh 
pastors, vocational church staff, and spouses for 

increased ministry impact.

MAY 23-25, 2016  |  SEASIDE, OR

By Diana Chandler, Baptist Press

Continued from Page 15



Monday, April 11—Noon to 4 p.m.
• Attendees who apply for admission within one week will have their    
 application fee waived (a $50 value)
• Meet seminary staff, current students and other prospective students
• Receive information about seminary, courses, degree programs, costs,   
 & scholarships
• Visit part of a class

Mark Bradley
Director

www.ggbts.edu
3200 NE 109th Ave.  •  Vancouver, WA 98682

Miriam Rainwater 
(student)

Campus minister,
Portland State University

Speakers at the complimentary lunch April 11 will be:

Seminary Preview Day

KEY FALL 2016 SEMESTER DATES
July 15  Priority admission application deadline
August 22  New Student Orientation on campus
August 29  First Monday of classes 

Call or email to RSVP or for more information:
360.882.2200  or email: pnwc-info@ggtbs.edu

Dr. Randy Adams 
(adjunct prof)

Executive Director,
Northwest Baptist 

Convention

 Nathan Tennis 
(student)

Group leader,
Kennewick Baptist Church



CURRENTS

Cameron Crabtree
Editor

Keep Humble Perspective on Politics
 Even as a child, our nation’s presi-
dential election cycles proved fasci-
nating to me. I used my rudimentary 
art skills in 1972 to draw a campaign 
poster in vivid hues of red, white and 
blue.
 The first opportunity to vote as an 
18-year-old was a privilege, I enjoy the 
give and take involved with candidates 
staking out their agendas for trying 
to make the world a better place for 
everyone.
 The particular season we are expe-
riencing as a nation, though, is unusual 
and the fonder sentiments of past 
presidential elections seem faded. 
 Each major political party has tried 
its best to draw swing voters to its 
side. Activists behind candidates have 
spoken plainly in some cases and dis-
ingenuously in others.
 All of that has created a climate for 
frustration and pressure. Indeed, some 
have predicted this year’s election has 
the prospect of getting characterized 
by “lesser of evils” voting. Of course, 
one author quipped that unless we’re 
voting for Jesus, we’ll always be cast-
ing ballots for a lesser.
 Some people are comfortable bas-
ing their votes on beliefs related to just 
a few matters. Others are seeking to 
balance the weight of multiple issues 
or trying to find their way toward solu-
tions on complex social, economic and 
moral matters.
 While the majority of attention 
often is given to caricatures and trivial 
distractions – an increasing reality ev-

ery four years -- interested voters can 
access voluminous information in order 
to make wise decisions about candi-
dates and issues.
 It is unlikely anyone can become 
thoroughly conversant on all policy 
matters affecting our nation and global 
neighbors. With all the information 
available, however, Christians should 
seek to become knowledgeable on 
at least a few matters of local and 
national concern. An increased knowl-
edge base combined with community 
service makes the world a better place 
for everyone.
 It’s helpful to remember in our cur-
rent cycle that skillful rhetoric doesn’t 
always equate with fact and more 
volume doesn’t necessarily lead to 
solutions. Involvement in public setting 
is as much about trusting God as it is 
about making your voice heard.
 Despite the occasional critics who 
fear some form of “theocracy,” Christian 
faith must have some form of public 
expression and it must bring a solid 
conscience to bear on substantial 
public matters – locally, nationally and 
globally. Of course, any involvement 
should be characterized by humility and 
respect for everyone taking part in the 
process.
 We do need to ensure that when 
we speak, and when we vote, people 
hear the whispers of God and not 
talking points of political parties. After 
all, our claim is that we follow a Prince 
of Peace, not someone posing as a 
purveyor of power.

Monday, April 11—Noon to 4 p.m.
• Attendees who apply for admission within one week will have their    
 application fee waived (a $50 value)
• Meet seminary staff, current students and other prospective students
• Receive information about seminary, courses, degree programs, costs,   
 & scholarships
• Visit part of a class

Mark Bradley
Director

www.ggbts.edu
3200 NE 109th Ave.  •  Vancouver, WA 98682

Miriam Rainwater 
(student)

Campus minister,
Portland State University

Speakers at the complimentary lunch April 11 will be:

Seminary Preview Day

KEY FALL 2016 SEMESTER DATES
July 15  Priority admission application deadline
August 22  New Student Orientation on campus
August 29  First Monday of classes 

Call or email to RSVP or for more information:
360.882.2200  or email: pnwc-info@ggtbs.edu

Dr. Randy Adams 
(adjunct prof)

Executive Director,
Northwest Baptist 

Convention

 Nathan Tennis 
(student)

Group leader,
Kennewick Baptist Church



Northwest Baptist Convention
3200 NE 109th Ave
Vancouver, WA 98682

#InDeep…

April 15-16, 2016
Friday 7 – 9 pm  //  Saturday 9 am – 3:30 pm

Northwest Baptist Center
3200 NE 109th Ave.  //   Vancouver, WA 

Speaker: Deb Douglas, Lifeway Women’s Ministry Multiplier
Features: Multiple Breakout Sessions, Dessert Bar, 

Worship, Testimonies and More
Cost: $25 (Includes Friday evening dessert, snacks, lunch on Saturday, materials)

Hotel Info:  Comfort Suites, 4714 NE 94th, Vancouver, WA  // 360.253.3100  //  $79.99 + Tax

NW WOMEN’S SUMMIT 

Going deeper with a good, good God!

Registration: Contact Linda at 360.882.2101 or nwwomen@nwbaptist.org
Online registration: nwbaptist.org/events

Questions:  Contact Nancy Hall at 503.720.1930 or nancyh@nwbaptist.org


