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VIEWPOINT

NWBC facing opportunities, challenges

Randy Adams
Executive Director
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Thank you Northwest Baptists for your
faithfulness to accomplishing God’s
mission together. Not only did you
reach more people for Christ last year
and baptize more, your generosity to
support missions through the Cooperative Program, the Sylvia Wilson Mission Offering, Annie Armstrong North
American Offering, World Hunger and
Disaster Relief offerings all showed
important increases in 2015.
The Lottie Moon International Missions Offering was slightly down in
2015, but monies we received for the
offering in early January put us ahead
of the previous year as well. In addition,
you helped start 35 churches last year.
We have grown from 34 funded church
plants two years ago, to 68 by the end
of 2015. NWBC churches now stand
at 484, up from 466 the previous year.
This year presents us with great
opportunities. Multiple training opportunities have been scheduled across
the convention to help churches
continue advancing in the cause of
making disciples and transforming the
spiritual climate of the Northwest.
A significant challenge we face
concerns church planting funding.
Because of rapid growth we have had
in new churches, the North American Mission Board (NAMB) provided
us with additional funding in 2015,
corresponding with extra funding
the NWBC provided. Though NAMB
encouraged us to keep advancing,
with the expectation we would receive
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additional funding in 2016, things
changed when the IMB announced
they were downsizing by 600-800
missionaries for financial reasons.
For many years, the IMB spent
reserve funds and sold international
properties to keep more missionaries
on the field. They can no longer do
this. Baptists across the country are
grieved as hundreds of missionaries return from the field. NAMB has
determined to help the IMB by giving
them $4 million dollars in 2016.
Largely because of this, we were
notified in late November that additional dollars beyond our basic funding agreement would not be available
in 2016. If other state conventions
“underspend” their budgets, we could
receive additional funding, but we
won’t know this until April.
It is important for you to know this
because it affects the funding our
church planters receive. Please pray
for our church planters and support
them as you can. We are grateful
for the support that we receive from
NAMB and other partners, but this
is a reminder that Southern Baptists
are an interconnected system. When
one part of the system suffers, we all
do.
In the Northwest we receive great
support from our SBC family, including NAMB and the IMB. Sometimes
the decisions they make affect us
adversely, but we are far, far better
for being a part of the SBC family.
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IMB personnel serving among East Asia’s unreached people groups gather later this year in Thailand for a retreat and conference..

Churches enlisting volunteers
to serve East Asia IMB workers
Some of the Northwest longtime missions leaders -- representing
churches across the convention -- are slated to lead a team of 200
volunteers who will serve International Mission Board’s east Asia
personnel at a retreat in Pattaya, Thailand, in late summer.
Once held annually, but cut back in recent years
due to financial restrictions, the retreat will
return after a seven-year absence. A partnership
formed between the East Asia affinity group and
the Northwest Baptist Convention was solidified
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in November 2014 and churches will assist IMB
workers in reaching unengaged and unreached
people groups.
Because of that partnership, NWBC leaders
were asked to staff the conference with volun-
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teers and will lead daily programming for preschoolers, children and youth, as well as service
related amenities for IMB personnel, including
hair stylists, medical professionals, IT support
and more. Up to 1,500 missionaries and their
families will attend the conference.
“Excitement has been building in churches
who are sending teams,” said volunteer coordinator Sheila Allen. “Opportunities are still available for those who haven’t yet committed to the

NWBC THAILAND MISSION TRIP
DEPOSIT DEADLINES:

trip. This is a tremendous task for a small state
convention such as ours.”
Preparations for the trip including securing
a passport, submitting information for a background check and making financial provisions to
travel are needed to volunteer.
“We are still in need of a medical doctor to
provide on-site care, as well as other ministry
assignments, so we ask people to prayerfully
consider joining this mission endeavor.”

TEAM LEADERS:

$350 February 15, 2016
$350 April 23, 2016
Send to 3200 NE 109th Ave., Vancouver, WA 98682
Other costs include airfare and evening meals

Preschool – Laurie and Dan Panter
Children – Sara Eves
Youth – Lance Logue
Adult Ministries – Nancy Hall
Volunteer Coordinator – Sheila Allen

MANDATORY TRAINING:

QUESTIONS? Email sheila@nwbaptist.org

April 23, 2016 – NW Baptist Center – Vancouver

Info/registration forms: www.nwbaptist.org
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Adam Diaz (third from left) leads a vibrant group of students at Columbia Basin College in central Washington’s Tri-Cities area.

Campus ministry reaches
students in Tri-Cities area
An excitement for evangelism is spreading on the
campus of Columbia Basin College in Tri-Cities, WA,
according to Adam Diaz.
Diaz participated in Northwest Collegiate Ministry
(NCM) himself while attending CBC several years
ago and now serves as a staff advisor for the club,
the only Christian organization on campus. He is currently an adjunct professor of accounting at the college and runs a small accounting business in town.
While attending a collegiate conference with other
NCM leaders in Glorieta, NM, last summer, Diaz
heard of Campus E, a non-threatening method for
sharing the gospel, and it captured his imagination.
“We are called to make disciples and the church
is good at building relationships and serving through
helping others,” Diaz said. “But that can make a hard
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platform for evangelism. With Campus E, we go out
once a week for spontaneous evangelism and share
the gospel. It is good to get lots of experience so
people are less nervous. We simply tell people we
are out asking their thoughts about Jesus and ask
permission to ask them some questions.”
Diaz and his students have found that 70 percent
of people will engage in conversation and they are
able to share the gospel at least one time in those
conversations. In their first semester of using Campus E, eight people began to follow Christ. In the
prior two years, not one person committed their lives
to Christ, according to Diaz.
“We go to the Student Union Building to share
and because we are a registered Christian club, our
charter is to promote Christianity,” Diaz stated. “We

Northwest Baptist Convention JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2016

“There are divine appointments
waiting to walk into. You don’t need
to trick people with other questions
than your true intent, so be honest
and up front about the reason you
want to talk.”
Adam Diaz

are never pushy and because of the work of the Holy
Spirit, divine appointments have occurred. We have
never had complaints because we are respectful. If
someone doesn’t wish to talk to us, we gladly accept
that. Each encounter is different and we try and keep
it as Spirit-led as possible.”
The students have found that in telling folks up
front they want to talk to them about their relationship with Jesus Christ and are given permission to
ask questions, their nervousness goes away. They
encounter the spectrum of backgrounds, including
entrenched atheists, those from non-evangelistic
religions and those who haven’t thought much about
spiritual matters at all.
“We always go out two by two, and at first I did
all the talking, with my student listening and praying,”
Diaz said. “Then we work into them asking the first
questions and the idea is by the end of the quarter,
they would be doing it all. Then we move on to those
students taking out other students.”
Columbia Basin College is a commuter campus
with only one central spot to gather. Diaz spends 20
hours per week volunteering on campus in addition
running a small accounting business and his teaching assignments. His Campus E work was more
informal and inconsistent last quarter with eight students joining him, but has a schedule in place with
more structure now.
“Everybody is nervous at first,” Diaz noted. “But

they get excited as they gain confidence and those
who have seen salvations occur get super excited.
Those accepting Christ all came from first encounter
situations, except for one follow up contact, so you
know it is the Holy Spirit at work. I want to see 12
students doing this in winter quarter. About half of
those who responded to Christ have plugged in well
into NCM.”
Diaz is married with two young children and feels
called to this ministry and evangelism.
“This doesn’t have to be super structured,” Diaz
said. “There are divine appointments waiting to walk
into. More people would share their faith if they
could see how simple and non-confrontational this
approach is. You don’t need to trick people with other
questions than your true intent, so be honest and up
front about the reason you want to talk.”
Diaz envisions this method working anywhere,
from parks to business districts, anywhere people
congregate.
“Some people will say no, but a lot will say I’m an
atheist but still answer the questions,” Diaz noted.
“Always lean back on why people believe what they
do and respond with what the Bible says. We need
to know what the Bible says well, but the Holy Spirit
will be faithful to give an answer. People will respond
well to being real.”
By Sheila Allen
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Washington church initiating
steps for leadership transition

Every pastor is an interim pastor, according
to a popular saying in ministry circles. Since
changes in church leadership are inevitable,
some are becoming intentional to help ensure such transitions are positive.
Pastor Steve Brewer of Eastmont Baptist Church in East
Wenatchee, WA, is one such leader. After receiving his degree in
forestry, he came to Roseburg, OR, with the Bureau of Land Management and eventually surrendered to the ministry there. He served
as pastor at three churches in southern Oregon before accepting a
pastorate in the Puget Sound for a time.
“I realized I was more out of place in Seattle,” Brewer said. “God
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called me to Eastmont Baptist in
2002, and it has been a good fit
for me.”
Already serving at the church
was Don Azevedo, minister of
education and pastor of youth
and counseling. The two have
ministered side by side capably as
the church has grown and gone
through a relocation project.
“The church had already
bought land and an architect lined
up when I arrived, but we waited
four years to begin because I
knew it would be a large respon-

“Make sure the church and what you as pastor have invested many years
in is strong for the future. It will be healthy to get a younger guy but still
can be traumatic. It would be a whole lot easier to just make a retirement
announcement and be gone in two months, but I didn’t want to take the
easy way”
Steve Brewer

sibility and they needed to trust
me,” Brewer noted. “We sold our
existing building and relocated in
2006.”
Afterward, the church spiked in

detrimental to the church, but we
didn’t have answers. I mentioned
it to Joe Flegal of the Northwest
Baptist Convention and he suggested a book entitled ‘Next’ by

should think about this and it
especially needs to be addressed
during retirement. A gap might be
desirable if a pastor hasn’t been
highly effective.”

growth and also added a Hispanic
ministry that has incorporated into
the life of the church. Bi-vocational
pastor Neftali Macias joined the
staff and the church has two Hispanic deacons, with one speaking
only Spanish. J.R. Cano fills out
the staff as worship pastor.
“I have always believed the
church should resemble heaven
and our community is 40 percent
Hispanic,” Brewer said.
The need for farm labor in a
region prolific with fruit originally
drew folks from Arkansas, Tennessee and Oklahoma who brought
their Southern Baptist heritage
with them. Eventually purchasing orchards of their own, these
orchardists searched for Hispanic
laborers, who now own many of
the orchards.
Don and I are about the same
age and as we hit 60 years old,
we talked together about our last
five years -- how do we do this,”
Brewer stated. “To lose both of us
at the same time would be really

William Vanderbloemen and Warren Bird for the staff and deacons
to read. He and Clint Ashley put
together a church consultation for
us to plan for the future.
“I’m 62 years old now and want
this to be orderly,” Brewer said. “In
the year to 18 months it takes to
find a new pastor, attendance falls
off and offerings often decrease.
The deacons were relieved someone had a plan, but it can be tricky.
When you make an announcement it can put you in a lame duck
position.”
A five-year plan was established, giving Brewer and the
church something to work toward
instead of just holding place.
During the church consultation
process with Flegal and Ashley,
the church formed a search committee and acted on other recommendations to accomplish before
a new pastor comes.
“We found there’s a hundred
different ways to go about this,”
Brewer stated. “Every pastor

The prescriptions adopted by
the church include hiring a children’s minister to meet the needs
of young families and changing
Azevedo’s job to education and
discipleship, while discussing his
own plan for retirement.
“We decided it is better for Don
to stay and make the transition
with a new pastor, as it is not as
threatening to have an associate pastor there. Make sure the
church and what you as pastor
have invested many years in is
strong for the future. It will be
healthy to get a younger guy but
still can be traumatic.
“It would be a whole lot easier
to just make a retirement announcement and be gone in two
months, but I didn’t want to take
the easy way,” Brewer added.
Those seeking assistance with
a church staff search, can contact the NWBC’s Clint Ashley at
clinta@nwbaptist.org.
By Sheila Allen
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NWBC renews effort to help
churches with pastoral search
Leaders of the Northwest Baptist Convention have
developed a new resource and outlined steps to
renewed efforts for helping churches in finding a
pastor when vacancies occur.
“The biggest difference we can make in helping
a church is in working together to ensure it makes
good decisions in selecting a new pastor,” said Randy
Adams, NWBC executive director.
Adams collaborated with Joe Flegal, NWBC
director of church health and evangelism, and Clint
Ashley, to produce a short manual that helps churches address the most critical issues in a pastoral
search.
“There’s a lot of good material out there, but
some of it is cumbersome and too lengthy to help
many search teams,” noted Adams. “This is a shorter,
streamlined version of some of the more helpful
items.”
The convention wants to help those churches

10

needing assistance, Adams said. “When we learn of
a pastoral vacancy, the church will receive a letter
from me outlining ways we can help and suggest an
initial contact person to learn about what the next
steps might be.”
In the past, the convention has assisted churches
seeking resumes of potential candidates. That will
continue, Adams said, but additional resources are
often necessary. The steps range from developing a
spiritual foundation for the process early on to ways
for completing thorough background checks.
“Leadership transitions are not easy, but they
present a fresh opportunity to revisit God’s mission
for the church and rekindle a vision for impacting the
community with the good news,” said Adams.
Churches wanting assistance in the pastor search
can also make direct contact with convention leaders
at 360/882-2100.
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Evangelism effort puts focus
on less talking, more listening
Northwest Baptists have opportunity this year to
you,” noted Adams. “With story witnessing, it helps
learn an evangelism process that involves less talkyou learn to listen to people’s stories in a way that
ing and more listening, according to Randy Adams,
helps you share how their experience connects with
Northwest Baptist Convention executive director.
God’s story in the scriptures.”
In March, a series of one-day “story witnessThe topics in the one-day workshops include how
ing” workshops have been slated for eight locations
to build relationships with people, discovering peoacross the convention. These will be followed up by
ple’s real stories, reading body language, increasing
a three-day workshop in September to help leaders
receptivity and connecting people to God’s story.
learn how to train others in the method.
Workshops start at 9 a.m. and conclude at 4
Margaret Slusher of Lead Plus, a coaching and
p.m. Dates/locations are: March 8, Dishman Baptraining organization, will lead the workshops. Prior
tist Church, Spokane, WA; March 9, Richland Bapto leading the organization, she served with Leadertist Church, Richland, WA; March 10, First Baptist
ship Network and
Church of Lakewas the director of
“In story witnessing you learn how to listen, ask wood, Lakewood,
equipping for the
WA; March 11,
good questions, and then tell a Bible story that
North American
CrossPointe
relates to what that person said. It’s a powerful
Mission Board.
Church, Bothell,
way to share the gospel.”
Joe Flegal, the
WA; March 12, CalRandy Adams
NWBC’s director
vary Baptist Church,
of church health
Burlington, WA;
and evangelism, suggested the story witnessing
March 14, Northwest Baptist Center, Vancouver, WA;
approach helps people learn to share their faith “in a
March 15, Trinity Church, Central Point, OR; March
more natural way.”
16, Fairfield Baptist Church, Eugene, OR.
The story witnessing approach follows “MY316,”
Cost for the workshop is $10 per person, which
another evangelism approach introduced by NWBC
covers lunch and materials.
leaders.
Check www.storywitnessingworkshop.com for
“In MY316 evangelism training, we teach you how
more information or to register.
to tell your salvation story, and how to use John 3:16
to share the gospel,” said Adams. “In story witnessing
you learn how to listen, ask good questions and then
tell a Bible story that relates to what the person said.
It is a powerful way to share the gospel.”
With the MY316 approach, the focus is on sharing a mix of John 3:16, a Bible verse assumed to be
commonly known by many people in North America,
and a personal testimony. “That takes the focus away
from the person you are sharing with and puts it on
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Church shares space
as refuge from cold
Nathan McGown has never slept out in the cold one
night, but that hasn’t kept him from seeing the need
or feeling compassion for those that do in snowy,
windswept Ellensburg, WA.
Landing in Ellensburg while attending Central
Washington University, McGown now works as a
permanent substitute teacher in classes from kindergarten through high school.
“I feel like this is right because if you take even
a quick perusal of the Bible, you will see that we
should love the poor and hear Christ’s words about
loving the least of these,” McGown said. “I see that
it’s what God is all about.”
McGown first felt convicted about the lack of
housing for the needy in his town several years ago
and attended city council meetings and other civic
organizations to ascertain what could be done. He
eventually heard from Frank Johnson, his pastor at
Chestnut Street Baptist Church, that three churches
in town were starting a rotating winter shelter five
nights a week, so McGown volunteered his time.
Chestnut Street joined the effort this winter by
opening their campus on Friday nights, joining six
other churches to see no one is left in the cold any
night of the week.
“It is below freezing most nights here and we average seven people staying with us,” McGown stated.
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“The reasons varies for why they are homeless and
can be drugs, mental problems or other personal issues that got them to this place.”
With an initial desire for 10 people to help run
the overnight shelter, an interest meeting drew 24
Chestnut Street members, according to Johnson.
There is no gospel mission in town and the shelter
effort emerged from talks at the local ministerial association about the homeless in Kitsap County and
a dearth of affordable housing in the city of 20,000,
including 10,000 college students.
The shelter is open at Chestnut Street on Friday
nights, and operates from 7 p.m. until 7 a.m., with
a requirement to check in by 8 p.m. Participants
must stay in place through the night, and rules are
enforced to keep order. Three shifts of volunteers
throughout the night are scheduled by McGown, and
something is provided for breakfast by the local food
bank. Participants are separated by gender for sleeping and checks are done through the night to ensure
an orderly process.
“There is good fellowship among the churches
here and a friend said we are providing a warm place
to sleep so they don’t die outside,” Johnson said. “A
list is published and posted around town with the
locations. Inflatable mats and sleeping bags are provided, which are dropped off at the next location if
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participants indicate they will be staying. A volunteer
who works at a local laundromat is allowed to wash
them at no cost on a weekly basis.”
A registry of folks using the shelter also travels
from church to church and Chestnut Street volunteer
scheduling is done online. McGown and Johnson
have noticed increased intergenerational connections forming between those who are volunteering.
“I think this will become our niche – cross-generations and a golden opportunity for our Northwest
Collegiate Ministry to serve,” Johnson noted. “This
gives us opportunity to ramp up the links between
families and students. There is also a growing recognition this ministry isn’t just something the liberal
churches do. Evangelical churches can do this too.”
Participants receive vouchers to a local recreation
center where they can shower. While there is no formal gospel presentation, spiritual conversations are
happening between volunteers and participants. One
objective is interacting with people and witnessing,

counseling and prayer is occurring, added Johnson.
“We don’t do anything that would impact the use
of our building,” Johnson said. “We take a Southern
Baptist World Hunger offering four times a year and
have people trained to do Disaster Relief and this
fits right into the same track for us.”
“The majority of folks are from our area and our
program runs from November through February, although last year is didn’t end until March, due to the
weather,” McGown said. “Although it’s been a lot of
work, the few challenges are dwarfed in comparison
to the good we’re able to do and fears are quelled by
success.
“I feel like any church should pray and explore
a ministry to homeless,” McGown added. “We have
these buildings sitting empty when people are out
in the cold. It builds relationships in the church and
loves people at the same time.”
By Sheila Allen
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Landing in Seattle changed pastor
Officiating the wedding of a
college friend in Seattle was the
catalyst for changing the course
of Andy Brown’s life.
“I was the pastor of a growing
church in Arkansas and was not
looking to leave and even fought
to stay, because good things were
happening,” Brown said. “I knew
nothing about church planting
or lostness in North America,
but God broke my heart for how
unreached this city was on that
vacation.”
Brown presented the gospel
several times during his time in
Seattle when people questioned
him about refraining from alcohol
at some social gatherings.
“I saw no churches in town
while on that trip, but several
people told me they would come
if I had a church here,” Brown
stated. “I flew out and saw the
skyline of Seattle and started cry-
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ing uncontrollably.”
That week, a series of encounters led Brown and his family to
relocate to the Bothell/Kenmore
area in order to reach people far
from God.
“I wondered what it would be
like to lead a church that didn’t
have to overcome the obstacles
of tradition,” Brown said. “I eventually connected with Gary Irby
and others from the Northwest
Baptist Convention and moved
in 2012 to begin The Landing
Seattle, even knowing that 60 to
80 percent of church plants don’t
make it past the five year mark.”
Brown began raising funds
before relocating in order to start
a church in one of the most expensive cities in the U.S.
“We had a lot of medical bills
and no money to do this with, but
God was so good that we raised
enough to have a $150,000
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year one budget. It is a 50 percent higher cost of living than in
Arkansas,” Brown remarked. “God
taught us to rely on him as we
lived on a pay decrease.”
While several churches
stepped up to support The Landing, Central Baptist in Jonesboro,
AR, and Prestonwood Baptist in
Plano, TX, contributed significant
amounts to help.
The Landing launched services in 2012, but it was a “defeating time” for Brown, due to weak
response. That led to fasting and
prayer walking that has since become a hallmark of the church.
“We use mission teams to
walk and pray over the streets
we have marked off on a map,”
Brown said. “In the last 21
months, 48 people have come to
Christ just from the prayers of his
people. Our partners plant with us
to change a city.”

Not content to stay comfortable, Brown and others began
Salt Community Fellowship in
2015, meeting in an open atrium
in Seattle’s Pike Place Market.
The group has drawn marginalized people who come for simple
meals, but often stay for worship.
“We are seeing lots get saved
and the group is 75 percent
homeless, but that’s changing all
the time,” Brown added. “We hand
out supplies, food and hygiene
items. It is actually easier to reach
the homeless than the top executives and affluent population that
resides there. We have started a
Hispanic work and I am already
looking for our next work. My

focus will always be on Kenmore/
Bothell, but we will continue
sending people downtown. I want
to plant six churches in our first
five years.”
Word-of-mouth communication and one sandwich board sign
are the only publicity currently
used for the Salt endeavor.
“We focus on building relationships with those who are
there instead of gathering a ton
of people,” Brown said. “We also
put a lot of energy into our primary place of community service,
Kenmore Elementary School. My
son’s kindergarten teacher, who
was an outspoken atheist, is now
our part-time children’s leader.”

Several people from across
the country are in process of relocating and joining The Landing.
“I need to be the visionary
leader of the church, but realize I
can’t do this in my own strength,”
Brown remarked. “Our plan is to
stay here and change the city and
we need to be large enough to
become self-sustaining.
“The beauty of the Northwest
is because it’s so diverse, added
Brown. “Folks can go back to
their nation to impact the world
if we do our job here. We are not
where I thought we’d be three
years in, but I’ve never been more
optimistic than now.”
By Sheila Allen
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Rural church seeing growth, mission engagement
Ione Baptist Church, in a rural town within minutes
of both Canada and Idaho, faced an uncertain future
during the two years it was without a pastor.
Membership at Ione Baptist Church in Ione, WA,
had dwindled to 20 before its new pastor, Mike
Smith, transformed the congregation through discipleship, missions and giving to the Cooperative
Program.
Though the church had been organized by Southern Baptists in 1961, there was no organized Bible
study program, no hands-on missions
activity and no connection with the Inland
Empire Baptist
Association
that serves
the area
when he
accepted
the
church’s
call, said
Smith, pastor at Ione
since July 2013.
“One of the first
things we had to address was
that [Ione Baptist Church] had no idea of
Southern Baptist work and they were not giving to
missions through the Cooperative Program,” Smith
said. “The first thing we had to do was to educate
them on what it meant to be Southern Baptist. We
had several Sunday nights’ training on the Cooperative Program and what made us Southern Baptist:
understanding the autonomy of the local church,
missionary zeal and cooperative spirit.”
The Cooperative Program is the mechanism
Southern Baptists churches use to support state,
national and international ministries and missions.
“We cannot be missional if we are not obedient,
and we cannot be obedient if we are not faithful in
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our stewardship and our giving,” Smith said. “That’s
where the Cooperative Program comes in. That’s
where we’re going to make our biggest impact. We
can do more together than we can apart or individually.”
Under the leadership of Smith and his wife,
Audrey, who chairs the church missions committee,
Ione Baptist Church now gives at least 10 percent
of undesignated offerings to missions through the
Cooperative Program, is an active part of its association, and has adopted an unreached
people group in Africa, while
continuing its work at
home.
“We started Sunday
School
with
videodriven
curriculum
-- taught
by Dr. Adrian
Rogers -- trained
and staffed leaders, and now we have five
classes up and running,” Smith said.
“We also wanted to start encouraging the congregation to have a missions heart.”
One of the initiatives was to strain for a mission
trip and the take a group of church volunteers to
southwest Oregon. “We carried 21 there, from age
12 to 80, and we’re still hearing about it,” he said.
For that trip, the Smiths received a “Faithful Sowers
Award” in 2014 from the Northwest Baptist Convention.
Another mission trip was organized to assist a
church east of Spokane with revitalization efforts.
The Ione Baptist congregation “has really adopted
a missions heart; they’re really lit up about it,” Smith
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said. “We’re running to keep up with God.”
The members, who have gone through intensive
studies on prayer, decided they wanted to build
a “missions center” on the church property, and
planned to spend the next two years raising construction funds. They were offered a house next door
to the church to be used as a missions center called
House of Hope.
They had prayed for construction money; God
provided a house that needed no construction.
“We now have more ministries than I can count
being led by our members serving their Lord,” Smith
said. The mission center has been utilized more than
2,000 hours and three dozen volunteers have been
trained. “It has really made an impact on the community.”
Among ministries are a home repair outreach, a
food pantry, family counseling, tutoring, music lessons, and classes in such subjects as needlepoint,
artwork and cooking.
“God has allowed us to set [Ione Baptist mem-

bers] free,” Smith said. “We asked them, ‘What is it
that you want to do, love to do, are gifted to do?’
and it’s them who came up with the outreaches.
One said, ‘I love to paint;’ she is teaching adults and
sharing the gospel. A cooking class, with so many
opportunities to help families learn to live within their
income. And everyone who comes in the door leaves
having been prayed over, and love expressed to
them. It’s just outreach after outreach and all of them
include sharing the gospel.”
The cooking class plans to prepare the annual
Christmas party for pastors and their wives in the
Inland Empire association, and they have been asked
by a struggling sister church to help them host a
“thank you” dinner for the community’s first responders. Two nearby churches have asked Ione Baptist to
teach them how to start, grow and minister through
food pantries.
“With our giving to missions through the Cooperative Program, missions fund, mission trips and
Continued on Page 22
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NWBC giving showed strong
improvement signs for 2015
Preliminary financial records for 2015 show contributions from Northwest Baptist Convention-affiliated
churches through the Cooperative Program, the
denomination’s primary channel for ministry support,
were up from the previous year.
Of the convention’s 480-plus churches, just fewer
than 400 of them provided over $2,710,000 for
NWBC mission causes by the end of 2015 -- about
$9,400 under the budget goal – but up from the
previous year’s actual giving by almost $42,000, according to Pamela Brock, NWBC business manager.
The convention’s 2015 annual budget anticipated
$2,720,000 in CP gifts.
“This makes 2015 our best year since the 1990s
for giving in relation to the budget,” said Randy
Adams, NWBC executive director. “We praise God
for this, understanding that it reflects the missionary
heart of God’s people and our churches.”
Adams expressed appreciation to NWBC pastors
because it “reflects the leadership you give, informing and encouraging your church to be generous in
its missions giving. Thank you for all that you and
your church are doing to reach your community for
Christ, and to extend your reach throughout the
Northwest and to the world beyond through missions
funded by the Cooperative Program.”
For 2016, 27.25 percent of undesignated CP
gifts received by the convention are forwarded to the
Southern Baptist Convention Executive Committee
for SBC-wide mission causes. Another $100,000 in
CP gifts is forwarded directly to Golden Gate Baptist
Theological Seminary to support the work the seminary’s Pacific Northwest Campus in Vancouver, WA.
“Currently more than 18,000 seminary students,
over 4,000 IMB missionaries, and about 3,000
church planters in North America depend on our CP
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missions giving,” noted Adams. “That is not to mention all that is happening in the Northwest through
CP.”
Besides supporting mission endeavors through
the Cooperative Program, Northwest Baptists provide financial support through several other channels.
In fact, combined with those funds (details below),
Northwest Baptists give over 46 percent of it’s annual budget to worldwide Southern Baptist mission
causes.
For Southern Baptist work in North America, gifts
to the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering totaled almost $246,300 last year, an increase of 5.6 percent
above the previous year’s offering. AAEO receipts
are sent directly to the North American Mission
Board to support mission endeavors across North
America.
In other giving categories, Northwest Baptists
gave more than $20,330 for world hunger relief, a
27 percent increase over the previous year.
Almost $28,000 was given to Disaster Relief, an
increase of more than 15 percent. Disaster Relief
volunteers from the NWBC responded to seven disasters (five fires, one earthquake, and one shooting
incident), with 75 volunteers providing almost 1,200
days of ministry.
Giving declined slightly, however, in one important
category.
Gifts to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for
the international work of Southern Baptists totaled
$495,843. That represents a decrease of just over
$8,900 from the prior year, but NWBC leaders noted
money that has come in recently is up from the same
period the previous year.
LMCO funds are sent directly to the SBC’s
International Mission Board to support missionary

Northwest Baptist Convention JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2016

personnel and their work.
Gifts to the NWBC’s regional mission offering
-- named in memory of the NWBC’s first Woman’s
Missionary Union leader — experienced a surge in
giving from the previous year. NWBC churches gave
$102,230 to the Sylvia Wilson Mission Offering in
2015, an increase of 12 percent over the previous
year’s offering.
The SWMO, typically collected by participating NWBC churches each fall, provides support
funds for various areas of NWBC work. Allocations
from the 2015 offering include church planting,
Northwest Baptist Disaster Relief, MY316 personal
evangelism training, Vacation Bible School training,
Contextual Leadership Development and the biennial Oasis retreat for vocational church staff. The
2015 offering goal was $120,000.

Want to share your faith in a more
natural way? Want to learn how
to build relationships with people for
Christ? Learn how in this
practical one-day workshop
designed to help you connect
people’s stories to God’s story.

By Cameron Crabtree

LEADER:

2016 NWBC

Preschool & Children’s

MINISTRY TRAINING
CDR: Childhood Directors Retreat
March 3-4, 2016
Cost: $150
(Includes lodging and meals)
Black Lake Camp, Olympia WA
Kids Pastors, Ministry Directors,
and key leaders are invited to
this Thursday evening and Friday training event.
**Register by February 2

52andONE:

Regional Childhood Ministry Training
Weekly Bible Teaching & VBS
3 LOCATIONS!

Cost: $10 (Includes Lunch)

Margaret Slusher is President of Lead Plus, a
coaching and training organization. She has
served with Leadership Network and was the
Director of Equipping Initiatives for the North
American Mission Board.

DATES|LOCATIONS|9:00AM-4:00PM
• March 8, 2016
Dishman Baptist Church, Spokane, WA
• March 9, 2016
Richland Baptist Church, Richland, WA
• March 10, 2016
FBC of Lakewood, Lakewood, WA
• March 11, 2016
CrossPointe Church, Bothell, WA
• March 12, 2016
Calvary Baptist Church, Burlington, WA
• March 14, 2016
Northwest Baptist Center, Vancouver, WA
• March 15, 2016
Trinity Church, Central Point, OR
• March 16, 2016
Fairfield Baptist Church, Eugene, OR

March 5 First Baptist Church of Lakewood WA
**Register by February 19
April 9
Riviera Baptist Church, Eugene OR
**Register by March 25
May 14 Airway Heights Baptist Church, Airway Heights WA
**Register by April 29

COST:

Questions? LAStark@NWBaptist.org

INFORMATION:

or for more information www.nwbaptist.org

$10 per person

REGISTER:

www.nwbaptist.org/nwbc-ministries/leadership-development/story-witnessing-workshops/
Contact Joe Flegal at joef@nwbaptist.org 19
or
360.882.2121
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Cooperative Program Giving ...
... partnering with more than 46,000 churches to make Christ known at home, across the nation, and around the world.

Region 4

Region 1
YTD-15
Auburn-Iglesia Hisp LifeWay 235
Auburn-Lifeway Ch Auburn
500
Auburn-Auburn Celebration 3,660
Auburn-Reliance
3,436
Auburn-Veritas
1,027
Bellevue-Essential
11,076
Bellevue-Well Commun
3,851
Bellevue-Lake Hills
4,382
Bellevue-Leaven Church
3,375
Bellingham-Fil-Am
600
Bellingham-God’s Chosen
263
Blk Diamond-Chap Wood
6,277
Bonney Lake-Church Club 1 325
Bothell-Ekklesia
11,931
Bothell-Living Spring
486
Bothell-CrossPointe
15,152
Bothell-Iglesia Cristiana
819
Bothell-Queensgate
1,200
Bothell-Tabern de Dios
129
Burlington-Calvary
11,600
Camano Is-Restoration
400
Clear Lake-FBC
800
Darrington-Mt View
2,507
Des Moines-The Mountain
303
Dwelling Place Church
135
Edmonds-Asian Intnl
50
Edmonds-North Seattle
100
Edmonds-One In Christ
500
Edmonds-Rock of Hope
7,463
Enumclaw-FBC
1,890
Everett-Redemption Ch
5,715
Everett-The Journey
18,106
Everett-Bethlehem Korean
100
Everett-Faith Internatl
300
Everett-Greater Trinity
75
Everett-Pinehurst
5,722
Everett-S Everett Comm
7,700
Everett-Silver Lake
1,740
Fed Way- Bethel
1,200
Fed Way-Compass Christian 2,200
Fed Way-First Ukranian
1,200
Fed Way-Antioch Korean
850
Fed Way-FBC
450
Fed Way-Korean-Amer
11,607
Fed Way-Lifeway
2,900

YTD-15
Fed Way-Light Church
2,012
Fed Way-Nine Lakes
1,730
Good Neighbor Church
300
Hamilton-FBC
12,486
Issaquah-Foothills
30,059
Kaleo Community
178
Kenmore-Landing Church 8,333
Kenmore-Disciple Making 1,150
Kent-Chin-Burmese
300
Kent-International Christian 6000
Kent-Sequoia
15,285
Kirkland- Bridge Church
1,584
Lake Forest-All Nations
3,000
Lakewood-Emmaus
500
Lakewood-FBC
60,665
Lakewood-Lakewood Miss
100
Lakewood-Trinity
900
iving Word Bible Church
200
Lynden-La Vid Verdadera
2,427
Lynnwood-EagleWing
679
Lynnwood-Global Mission
500
Lynnwood-Healing
128
Lynnwood-Japanese
1,091
Lynnwood-LifePoint
1,248
Lynnwood-Martha Lk Bapt 13,291
Lynnwood-ONE Church
820
Lynnwood-Seattle Bridge
3,578
Lynnwood-Slavic of Seattle
400
Lynwood-Providence
1,200
Maple Falls-Mt. Baker
757
Maple Valley-Hope
35,917
Marysville-Emmanuel
4,900
Mill Creek-Adullam
1,072
Monroe-Casa de Paz
867
Monroe-FBC
29,090
Mount Vernon-Christian
222
Mount Vernon-Trinity
5,080
Oak Harbor-Christian Fellow 562
Oak Harbor-Southern
7,581
Puyallup-High Pointe
27,808
Puyallup-South Hill
1,469
Puyallup-Sunrise
30,375
Puyallup-Washington Mission 773
Redmond-FBC of Rose Hill 10,201
Redmond-Meadowbrook 55,568

YTD-15
Redmond-Passion Church
412
Renton-Church of Beloved 14,683
Renton-Calvary
21,163
Renton-Iglesia Vida
1,800
Renton-Imago Dei
1,075
Renton-New Story
662
Renton-Sarang
600
Renton-Trinity
4,800
Roy-Nisqually Valley
4,259
Sammamish-21st Century 1,608
SeaTac-Riverton Heights
100
Seattle-Ethiopian Intl
120
Seattle-Mojdeh
350
Seattle-The Commons
1,050
Seattle-The Hallows
22,186
Seattle--Vona
1,406
Seattle-Chinese Southern 23,792
Seattle-Epic Life
2,796
Seattle-FBC Beverly Pk
4,177
Seattle-Grace Fellowship
246
Seattle-Living Water Chinese 394
Seattle-Roots Community
72
Seattle-Thien An
3,600
Sedro Woolley-Skagit
1,200
Sedro Woolley-Valley
4,093
Snohomish-Bridge
4,385
Snohomish-BridgeCity
4,912
Snoqualmie-Lifepointe
980
Soundside Church
40
Sultan-FBC
1,705
Tacoma-The Pathway
5,591
Tacoma-E. Tacoma Filipino
25
Tacoma-Filipino Inter
1,530
Tacoma-Highland Hill
2,555
Tacoma-Japanese Intl
5,907
Tacoma-New Beginnings
195
Tacoma-New Hope
254
Tacoma-Parkland
2,815
Tacoma-Tacoma FBC
65,000
Tacoma-VMCM
360
Woodinville-Northcreek
1,200
Yelm-First
5,267
Yelm-Ignite Church
3,720
Total:
754,409

Region 2
Bremerton-Kitsap Lake
Bremerton-Sonshine
Castle Rock-FBC
Chehalis-Dayspring
Dryad-Community
Elma-Bethany
Forks-FBC
Kalama-Kalama
Kelso-East Kelso
Lacey-FBC
Lacey-New Zion
Lacey-Principe de Paz
Longview-Beacon Hill
Longview-Columbia Hghts

YTD-15
16,909
7,484
6,569
10,203
3,098
2,742
14,567
9,626
1,328
11,791
1,300
170
4,709
1,570

Longview-FBC
Longview-Highlands
Longview-La Iglasia
Longview-Robert Gray
Longview-Valley
Morton-Reconciled
Ocean Shores-Faith Com
Olympia-Illuminate
Olympia-Joy
Olympia-McKenzie Road
Olympia-Vietnamese
Port Angeles-Hillcrest
Port Hadlock-Oak Bay
Port Orchard-Evergreen

YTD-15
63,462
1,032
609
17,628
32,352
4,769
125
172
340
30,364
500
8,972
2,767
1,839

Port Orchard-FBC
Port Townsend-San Juan
Rainier-Delena
Scapoose-New Life
Scappoose-Creekside
Sequim-FBC
Silverdale-Clear Creek
Silverdale-Connections
Silverdale-Kitsap Christian
Toledo-FBC
Tumwate-The Canvas
Vaughn-Key Peninsula
Total:

YTD-15
14,947
16,032
914
1,800
2,553
10,204
2,340
556
600
24,233
343
2,037
333,554

Region 3
YTD-15
Battle Ground-Comm
976
Beavercreek-NW Contexture 5,473
Beaverton-FBC
24,667
Beaverton-Global
400
Beaverton-Iglesia Bautista 4,273
Beaverton-Intl Church OR
300
Bethany-Redeeming Grace
50
Bingen-FBC
1,312
Boring-Orient Drive
5,179
Boring-Iglesia Vida Nueva 2,337
Camas-Lacamas Heights
2,691
Canby-Bethel
201
Estacada-Clackamas Vly
1,514
Forest Grove-Fellowship
2.418
Forest Grove-The Crossing 1,757
Goldendale-Columbus Ave 13,927
Gresham-Grtr Gresham
95,303
Gresham-Punto de Gracia 2,005
Happy Valley-Trinity
11,254
Hillsboro-New Life
3,813
Hillsboro-Oregon
200
Hood River-Tucker Road
4,066
Klickitat-Klickitat Valley
1,619

20

YTD-15
Lake Oswego-Lake Bible
200
McMinnville-Valley
25,137
McMinnville-Grace
2,186
Mt Hood Parkdale-Parkdale 2,013
Newberg-Chehalem Valley 26,171
Odell-FBC
1,526
Oregon City-Catalyst
3,442
Prtld-Flavel Street
550
Prtld-Antioch Christian
1,700
Prtld-Bridge City
477
Prtld-Burnside
285
Prtld-Holgate
4,429
Prtld-Kaleo Communities
175
Prtld-Korean Logos
2,400
Prtld-Mien Fellowship
925
Prtld-Mill Park
8,521
Prtld-New Harvest
1,603
Prtld-New Life
1,138
Prtld-Peninsula
300
Prtld-Renaissance
317
Prtld-Romanian
600
Prtld-Solid Rock
5,298
Prtld-Vietnamese Revival
1,091

YTD-15
Remedy City Church
1,681
Ridgefield-Discovery Pointe 5,520
Rufus-Bapt Ch at Rufus
1,755
The Dalles-Emmanuel
4.180
Tigard-Hall Blvd
13,112
Tigard-Japanese Intnl
3,300
Tigard-Jusarang
440
Tigard-Nema Oregon
214
Tillamook-Life Change
3,988
Vancouver-Revival
1,050
Vancouver-Ukrainian
350
Vancouver-CrossPointe
31,976
Vancouver-Evergreen
1,869
Vancouver-First Slavic
1,950
Vancouver-Fourth Plain
921
Vancouver-Grace
2,485
Vancouver-Korean
100
Vancouver-Northside
200
Vancouver-Song of Hope
1,000
Vancouver-Trinity
6,677
Vancouver-Vietnamese
480
West Linn-NW Contexture
210
Wilsonville-Creekside
7,488
Total:
366,884
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YTD-15
Albany-Calvary
931
Albany-Knox Butte
40
Bend-Grace
200
Bend-Summit Community
928
Corvallis-Branch
2,852
Corvallis-Grant Avenue
33,797
Cottage Grove-Calvary
2,883
Creswell-New Hope
24,228
Dallas-FBC
2,455
Dexter-Dexter Baptist
1,692
Dorris-FBC
4,749
Drain-FBC
250
Eugene-Fairfield
18,941
Eugene-Harvest Comm
20,526
Eugene-Japanese
229
Eugene-Riviera
8,759
Florence-FBC
17,764
Glendale-Glendale
7,417
Gold Beach-Sixth Street
3,194
Gold Hill-Lampman Road
1,024
Grants Pass-College Hghts 2,162
Grants Pass-Dayspring
2,189
Grants Pass-River Valley
3,528
K Falls-Ch of Homedale
13,850
Keizer-Cristiana Renuevo
2,329
La Pine-Whispering Pines 1,833
Lakeview-Trinity
4,437
Lebanon-Trinity
6,641
Lincoln City-Pacific
2,452
Living Hope Church
332
Madras-FBC
4,127

Region 5
YTD-15
Airway Hts-Airway Hts
19,058
Athol-Athol
13,934
Benton City-FBC
2,675
Bonners Ferry-Boundary
566
Brewster-Calvary
4,867
Burbank-Trinity
600
Cashmere-Evergreen
2,965
Cheney-Fellowship
3,393
Clarkston-Sonrise
6,121
Clarkston-Trinity
800
Coeur d’Alene-Emmanuel 14,588
Coulee City-Cowboy
1,296
Dayton-Faith Chapel
330
Deer Park-FBC
13,625
E Wenatchee-Eastmont
54,579
Ellensburg-Chestnut St
16,607
Ephrata-Redeeming Grace
175
Grandview-Valley Life
300
Greenacres-Greenacres
20,143
Harrison-Community
5,400
Heppner-Willow Creek
34,343
Hermiston-Grace
2,270
Hermiston-New Beginnings 2,169
Ione-Ione
5,707
Kellogg-FBC
1,144
Kennewick-Kennewick
74,347
Kennewick-Cornerstone
2,323
Kennewick-Crossview
2,400
Kennewick-Finley First
1,600
Kennewick-Hillview
6,667
Kennewick-Quinault
7,126
La Grande-The Way
3,781
La Grande-Trinity
1,242
Leavenworth-FBC
9,913
Lewiston-Orchards
10,695
Lewiston-Tammany
29,651
Loon Lake- Mtn Lake Fellow 1,311
Mead-Crossover
1,650
Medical Lake-Medical Lk
1,811
Mesa-Basin City
426
Moscow-Trinity
630
Moses Lake-Emmanuel
5,170
Newport-Newport So
6,514
Northport-FBC
1,208
Oakesdale-FBC
1,914
Orofino-FBC
312
Othello-Pine Street
727
Otis Orchards-Starr Rd
2,000

YTD-15
Medford-Lozier Lane
2,601
Medford-New Horizon
1,825
Medford-Waters Life
1,333
Monmouth-Central
2,656
Myrtle Creek-FBC
1,200
Newport-Calvary
3,349
North Bend-FBC
7,277
Phoenix-FBC
6,358
Prineville-Calvary
6,992
Prospect-Prospect
261
Redmond-Highland
105,542
Redmond-Rodehouse
900
Reedsport-Highlands
1,006
Rogue River-Grace
9,472
Roseburg-Bethany
90
Roseburg-Faith & Reason
685
Roseburg-Vine Street
16,114
Salem-Capital
26,946
Salem-Skyline
1,416
Siletz-Sacred Ground
1,326
Springfield-East Side
3,879
Springfield-Trinity
13,488
Sweet Home-FBC
1,774
Terrebonne-Smith Rock
2,100
Toledo-FBC
3,917
Waldport-FBC
1,150
Warm Springs-Warm Sprgs 2,895
White City-Trinity
3,003
Winston-Community
8,734
Yachats-Yachats
1,947
Total:
436,973

YTD-15
Pasco-Crossview
3,312
Pasco-Emmanuel
6,636
Pasco-International
897
Paterson-Community
2,640
Pendleton-Pendleton
10,728
Pierce-Mountain View
484
Pilot Rock-Pilot Rock
6,097
Prosser-Calvary
2,727
Pullman-Emmanuel
36,104
Pullman-Grace and Glory
1,285
Pullman-Resonate
18,375
Quincy-Iglesia Nueva Vida
660
Rathdrum-New Beg
3,149
Rice-Victory
1,439
Richland-Reata Sprgs
21,138
Richland-Richland
203,066
Richland-Richland Hghts
3,587
Spirit Lake-Spirit Lake
3,443
Spokane Valley-Dishman 15,292
Spokane Valley-East Valley 4,557
Spokane Valley-Valleypoint 3,000
Spokane-Crestline
2,327
Spokane-Driscoll Blvd
2,200
Spokane-Inland
684
Spokane-North Addison
8,423
Spokane-Pinnacle
7,037
Spokane-River City
661
Spokane-Springhill Bible
2,847
Spokane-Windsor
6,526
St Maries-College Ave
1,027
Sunnyside-Trinity
1,560
Toppenish-Watering Hole
626
Umatilla-Primera Igl
825
Union Gap-FBC
3,931
W Richland-Grace&Truth
7,179
W Richland-Reliance Fellow 6,356
Walla Walla-Blue Mt
4,780
Walla Walla-CenterPointe
1,500
Wapato-FBC
585
Warden-First
600
Wenatchee-Valley
5,400
Yakima-Terrace Hghts
12,829
Yakima-The Cross
12,633
Yakima-The River
2,390
Zillah-Mtn View
2,628
Total:
815,242

January-December Grand Total 2,710,505
Year-to-Date Budget vs Actual Comparison
Budget
Actual
Variance
2,720,000
2,710,505
-9,495
Report only includes churches that have contributed through
the Northwest Baptist Convention in 2015. A full report of all
NWBC churches is available at www.gonbw.org/cp/

Golden Gate relocation, renovation progressing
Construction is progressing at Golden Gate Baptist
Theological Seminary’s two new campuses, President Jeff Iorg reported in mid-January. Speaking
to the seminary’s staff and students, Iorg said the
new campus in Ontario, CA, is still on target for the
June 2016 move from Mill Valley, CA, despite minor
setbacks.
“We have faced the inevitable challenges associated with any major building project,” Iorg said of the
Ontario site in Southern California. “However, we still
don’t anticipate any delays for our move this coming
summer.”
Construction also is in progress at the new Bay
Area campus in Fremont, CA, east of the current
residential campus, he said, noting that a threemonth delay in obtaining a building permit this past

summer and a rainy winter in the Bay Area mean the
facility will not likely be ready until year’s end.
“The Bay Area campus will open in August 2016
but its first location will be on the current Golden
Gate Seminary campus in Mill Valley,” Iorg said Jan.
14. “We anticipate moving the Bay Area campus to
the new Fremont location in January 2017.”
Golden Gate Seminary began its relocation after
the sale of its main campus in Mill Valley in 2014
and the subsequent purchase of new sites in Ontario and Fremont. The seminary also is on track
for changing its name to Gateway Seminary of the
Southern Baptist Convention, slated for a final vote
by messengers to this June’s SBC annual meeting in
St. Louis.
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Continued from Page 17

missions house, over half of everything that comes in
the door goes out in missions,” Smith said. “That’s the
heart of the people. They have a recognition of the
darkness, and they have a passion to bring light to
that darkness.
“... This valley [Ione, WA] has been so neglected
for years with the gospel it’s almost like a foreign
mission field,” Smith said. “There is a very active wiccan and satanic group here. Our people are beginning to understand the spiritual warfare. The struggle
is not only against the darkness, against the lostness, but also against the apathy and laziness of the
status quo.”
The schools provide Ione Baptist’s major opportunity. “We have many opportunities to tutor after
school, provide family counseling for families coming
out of the school, and we love to show our appreciation to the school staff for all they do for our community,” Smith said.

About 60 people now participate in Sunday
morning worship and more than 30 have been baptized since Smith became pastor.
“One of the things we believe and instill in our
people is that God saves us to use us,” Smith said.
“That’s become the mantra here. We’ve also had
people leave because you can’t just sit in our services and be a pew potato. Those who stay understand
they’re going to be used; they’re going to serve.”
There’s no secret to revitalizing a church, Smith
said.
“Beginning with yourself, you have to fall in love
all over again with Jesus,” he said, citing passages
in Matthew, Deuteronomy and Joshua. “He must
increase; we must decrease. That’s heaven’s math.
“... We are living proof of a loving God to a watching world. When we discover how to live out God’s
dream, nothing is impossible.”
By Karen Willoughby

MORE
THAN

NWBC YOUTH
MINISTRY SUMMIT
A LEADERSHIP RETREAT
FOR ADULT YOUTH LEADERS

FEBRUARY 19 & 20, 2016
NORTHWEST BAPTIST CENTER
VANCOUVER, WASHINGTON
Allen Jackson :: Youth Ministry Professor
Chris Renzelman :: National network of Youth Ministries
Josh Martin :: Resonate Church
Carrie Abbott :: Legacy Institute
Danny Kuykendall :: Northwest Baptist Convention
Register online at www.nwbaptist.org
or email youthguy@nwbaptist.org
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northwest

Women’s Summit
April 15-16, 2016

Northwest Baptist Center
3200 NE 109th Ave
Vancouver, WA 98682
Speaker: Deb Douglas
LifeWay Women’s Ministry Trainer
Cost: $25 plus hotel if needed
Includes Friday evening dessert, snacks, Saturday lunch
and materials.
Registration: Contact Linda at 360.882.2101 nwwomen@nwbaptist.org
Questions: Nancy Hall at nancyh@nwbaptist.org
or nwwomen@nwbaptist.org

CURRENTS

New scorecards demand consideration

Cameron Crabtree
Editor

Opportunities to find different ways of
expressing faith in the Northwest and
across North America have never been
greater. The character of church-going
experiences overall, though, is similar
for many of participants.
Churches can enjoy thinking of
themselves as unique, as being part
of a cultural edge in their formats, but
members and attenders less steeped
in rituals and traditions they easily
switch from church to church these
days. Often, that’s because they tend
look at the most visible aspect of
church life – the weekend worship
gathering.
Today, many church observers talk
about needing to change the “scorecard” in local church ministry. Historically, Southern Baptists like us in
the Northwest have annually tracked
figures such as membership, baptism,
participation in selected church programs and financial giving. We like to
think of ourselves as people of the
book, but the chapters in “numbers”
may be among our favorite readings.
Tracking statistics like those listed
is fine, but leaders increasingly voice
concerns that such tallies don’t adequately measure the spiritual nature of
the church’s Great Commission task.
Many recent studies are findings
that Christians who participate in the
full gamut of church life don’t really describe themselves as growing spiritually because of it. At one event hosted

by Northwest Baptists, a North American Mission Board leader assessed
the findings of a national discipleship
survey showing this way: Too many
churches are content to let mature
Christians live in spiritual malaise
rather than seeing them as their most
credible asset for changing the world.
Could we have so occupied their
time and attention with programs and
events that we have removed them
from the disciple-making crucible of
mission? Can we shift from measuring
“gathering” to “releasing” people who
understand the nature of their lives
is to share God’s good news to the
people they care about?
Every church leader has the opportunity of viewing the congregation that gathers weekly as a band of
missionaries with built-in relationships
throughout their communities. But they
must sense the obligation to equip
those missionaries with the blessing
and resources to make a difference.
Church analyst Ed Stetzer once
made the key point: “Every expression
of the church (small or large) owns all
of the mission of God… so here’s the
goal — let’s get them from sitting in
rows to sitting in circles and from sitting in circles to going out to the world.
... It is easier to sit facing forward in the
stands watching the show on the field,
but ultimately that’s an easy Christianity that we don’t find in scripture.”
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Northwest Baptist Convention
3200 NE 109th Ave
Vancouver, WA 98682

COST:
$125 Couple, $75 Single
Information & Registration:

www.nwbaptist.org/event/oasis-2016/

LEADERS:

Randy & Paula Adams
Randy is the Executive Director of
the Northwest Baptist Convention.

Oasis is a retreat designed to equip and refresh
pastors, vocational church staff, and spouses for
increased ministry impact.
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Josh Martin
Josh is the Worship Arts Pastor at
Resonate Church in Pullman, WA.

