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VIEWPOINT

Randy Adams
Executive Director

Making a difference in Northwest missions
     You are making a difference. You 
are blessing God. In times of suffering, 
in days of struggle, it is essential to 
know that you and your church are ex-
panding God’s kingdom into the hearts 
of thousands. When Peter wrote to a 
suffering church, a persecuted church, 
he encouraged them with the truth that 
they possessed a “living hope.”  The 
gospel of the resurrected Savior is so 
magnificent, Peter wrote, that angels 
desire to look into it.
     Therefore, as aliens and temporary 
residents of this world, as those who 
possess a gospel of superabundance, I 
want to encourage you in the work we 
are doing together through the North-
west Baptist Convention of churches.
Ministry Leader Training
     Already this year, we have had 
75 pastors involved in pastor cluster 
leader training groups, each meeting 
several times. More than 60 pastors 
and other ministry leaders were trained 
in methods to lead churches through 
times of transition. Nine students at-
tended the new Portland Contextual-
ized Leadership Development (CLD) 
center for pastor training, joining a 
couple of dozen others in CLD who are 
training for ministry. Over 40 students 
attended Golden Gate Seminary’s Pa-
cific Northwest Campus this spring.
     Since January, over 800 Northwest 
ministry leaders have attended train-
ing events in evangelism, small groups, 
Vacation Bible School, children’s min-
istry, church music, women’s missions 
and ministry and much more. Training 
ministry leaders for our 450 churches 
is what you do to reach people in the 
Northwest with gospel of Jesus Christ.                
New Churches
     Eleven new church planters have 
launched work so far this year. They 
join 50 others who are currently plant-

ing churches. In addition, seven men 
have begun one-year church plant-
ing apprenticeships before they move 
to church planter status. These new 
works include Korean, Mandarin Chi-
nese, Spanish, Native American, and 
English languages. They are located in 
each of the three states in our conven-
tion. Some are rural and small town 
churches. Most are urban and subur-
ban churches.
     The annual church planter train-
ing retreat on May 20-22 included 
49 church planters, 8 apprentices, 45 
spouses and 63 children. They were 
joined by 24 collegiate ministry leaders 
and 27 additional children. This is North-
west missions. This is what you are do-
ing to reach our Northwest people with 
the good news of Jesus Christ.
East Asia Partnership          
     A few dozen churches are already 
moving forward with mission trips to 
East Asia and/or adopting an un-
reached people group in East Asia (go 
to www.nwbaptist.org for more infor-
mation). Now we have the remarkable 
opportunity to serve our East Asia mis-
sionaries and their children in a training 
retreat August 1-10, 2016. Get this 
– 1,300 East Asia missionaries and 
children, together with 75 missionaries 
from the IMB’s Deaf Affinity Group, will 
gather in Thailand for worship, inspira-
tion and training. And they have invited 
the NWBC to provide 200 volunteers 
to serve them. I am so thankful that 
Sheila Allen has agreed to serve as the 
NWBC project coordinator. See the 
East Asia article in this edition for more 
information on this historic opportunity.
     The churches of the NWBC are 
doing missions in your neighborhood, 
throughout the Northwest, and to the 
nations beyond. It is a good day to 
serve the Lord in the Northwest.
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everal churches across the Northwest Bap-

tist Convention bolstered their commitment 

to mission efforts in 2014 by increasing 

the amounts they gave through the unified funding 

effort known as the Cooperative Program.

     “I believe the number one reason we have been 

able to sustain and increase our Cooperative Pro-

gram giving goes back to God’s vision for our church, 

and more specifically, to ownership of that vision,” 

said Mark Ford, pastor of First Baptist Church in 

Longview, WA. “Our vision is communicated with the 

words ‘Reaching Further.’ This includes both the min-

istry and mission and is wrapped around Acts 1:8, 

making use of the three major mission fields - local, 

regional and global.”

     The Cooperative Program is the primary method 

NWBC churches use to finance the mission causes 

of Southern Baptists. Through it, churches support the 

work of international and U.S. missionaries, six semi-

naries and a variety of smaller ministry organizations.

     “There is no stronger partnership available for 

regional and global mission accomplishment than 

the one we have with the Cooperative Program,” Ford 

added. “I explain this thoroughly when communicat-

ing God’s vision for our church. As they realize our 

partnership with the Cooperative Program is what re-

ally allows us to seriously be involved in God’s work 

on a regional and global level, they have ownership.”

     When Pastor Mike Smith arrived at Ione (WA) 

Baptist Church in 2013, he found the church was 

giving funds to many organizations, and while some 

were doing godly things, he wanted to return to a 

commitment to Southern Baptist causes.

     “Our first months here were spent in education 

of the congregation,” Smith said. “As we began the 

process for starting a new church year, we asked 

one important question – can we achieve more by 

supporting this cause alone or can we see more lost 

people reached by giving to the Cooperative Pro-

gram along with thousands of other churches glob-

ally,” he asked. “The results have been phenomenal 

in many areas. Our church went on a mission trip last 

summer with plans for another mission adventure 

this summer and we have been very active in our 

association. We have adopted an unreached people 

group and are planning a trip to begin our strategy 

for reaching them with the gospel. We turned a 

donated house into a mission outreach center and 

volunteers are working in a host of ways to reach our 

area with the Good News and we are seeing people 

come to Christ.”

     With the recession continuing to wither in many 

Northwest churches making 
strides In CP giving
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By Sheila Allen

Northwest regions, some churches have seen 

general offerings pick up as a result.

     “By God’s grace and provision, we have refused 

to reduce the percentage we give to CP even during 

tough and tight economic times,” said Dan Panter, 

pastor of McKenzie Road Baptist Church in Olympia, 

WA. “We preach and teach tithing, the importance 

of the Cooperative Program and God’s faithfulness 

to those who are faithful to him and to his work. We 

have had some tight times now and then – in fact, 

we’re just now gradually beginning to come out of 

one, but when we do, we just renew the emphasis on 

prayer, on giving ourselves first to God, on trusting 

God and on faithfully giving our tithes and offerings 

and we pray for God’s help and blessing for courage 

to be faithful to him.

     “Our giving is the result of increased overall giv-

ing to our church,” reported Barry Campbell, pastor of 

Highland Baptist Church in Redmond, OR. “The giv-

ing we send to missions through CP has remained 

at 10 percent of undesignated giving for several 

years. During the toughest years of the recession, 

there were occasional suggestions that we cut that 

percentage and suggestions that we redirect some 

of our Cooperative Program giving to other mission 

causes. But our leaders, with my full support and 

agreement, believed that giving through this channel 

is important. The Cooperative Program is a part of 

our DNA here at HBC.”  

     As leaders in the Northwest Baptist Convention 

in CP giving, Richland (WA) Baptist Church exhibits 

the characteristic of gratitude as they sacrificially 

support the Cooperative Program.

     “Our ability to give to missions really says much 

more about who God is than who we are,” said 

Richland Baptist pastor Stanley Hughes. “God is the 

original giver – ‘For God so loved the world he gave.’ 

Giving through the Cooperative Program is one very 

great way to help others share God’s greatest gift – 

Jesus Christ. I am thankful to be a part of a church 

where giving is both a priority and a privilege. What 

a joy it is to be able to give to help others both hear 

and share the good news that Jesus saves.”

     For pastor Richard Seim of Trinity Baptist in 

Renton, WA, it was a matter of direction.

     “After attending the Northwest Baptist Conven-

tion last year I was very impressed with our new 

executive director,” Seim said. “I was impressed with 

MY316 and that this approach was not rote but very 

relationally adjustable and the bottom line is I like the 

direction Randy Adams is leading the NWBC. I went 

to my leadership team and they caught the excite-

ment and agreed that we need to adjust our Coop-

erative Program giving through the NWBC.”

     Many Northwest Baptists have been stalwart CP 

champions for many years and are making it a part 

of their legacy through estate planning.

     “We here at First Baptist Church of Lacey (WA) 

strongly support the Cooperative Program in every 

aspect,” said pastor Nola Grierson. “Any funds that 

come into the church we ensure that our tithe is paid, 

regardless of the amount received. I have challenged 

the church to increase their giving and praise God, 

some have. The real reason for our increase in 2014 

was receiving a substantial, generous love offering 

from a dear church member who has since departed 

to be with her Lord. She strongly believed in the 

Cooperative Program, as do I. We simply obeyed the 

Lord and gave and he has blessed us in return.”

     For 2015, the NWBC’s total budget of $5,098,299 

anticipates $2,720,000 in Cooperative Program gifts 

from affiliated churches. Monthly giving totals from 

each church are posted at www.GoNBW.org/cp/

“Giving through the Cooperative Program 
is one very great way to help others share 
God’s greatest gift – Jesus Christ. I am 
thankful to be a part of a church where 
giving is both a priority and a privilege.” 

Stanley Hughes
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orthwest Baptists have been invited to serve International Mission Board 

personnel and their families serving the East Asia and the Deaf affini-

ties, according to Steve Ellis, the IMB’s director for East Asia workers.

     An affinity-wide meeting followed by training for IMB personnel is slated 

for Pattaya, Thailand, August 1-10, 2016 and up to 200 volunteers from the 

Northwest are needed to support the meeting and provide quality sessions for 

over 1,300 participants.

     Childcare workers will be needed for babies, one-year-olds and preschoolers 

and age graded leadership are necessary for sessions with elementary, middle 

and high school students that will total over 550.

     “I am more than excited that up to 200 of our folks from throughout the 

Pacific Northwest will get the blessing of serving our missionaries,” said Randy 

Adams, executive director for the Northwest Baptist Convention. “I appreciate 

the invitation to serve our overseas personnel in this way.”

     Adams and IMB president David Platt will speak at the conference.

     A hospitality team will be formed to meet personal needs for participants 

and may include such varied ministries as hair stylists, medical services and 

pastoral or clinical care for those serving daily on the front lines of mission 

service.

     Northwest Baptist churches are asked to consider “adopting” a specific age 

group for the conference so consistent training can occur easily. A background 

check and valid passport will be a necessity for all mission trip volunteers.

     Those interested in joining the efforts with others from across the North-

west may register their interest by emailing project coordinator Sheila Allen 

at sheila@nwbaptist.org. Information regarding specific training materials, trip 

expenses and other travel details will be released in coming months. 

     A series of East Asia One Day conferences are slated for this fall in various regions of the Northwest. 
The one-day events will feature a team of IMB East Asia representatives and NWBC leaders explaining how 
churches can participate.
     Specific project requests can be found at www.
nwbaptist.org. All of the work will be in response to 
“requests from the field,” according to Randy Adams, 
executive director of the Northwest Baptist Conven-
tion. For security purposes, names of the field mis-
sionaries and specific locations are not included in the 
public description of the projects.
     For additional information about the NWBC 
East Asia partnership, contact the NWBC offices at 

360.882.2100.

Upcoming Conferences

Portland, OR

Tacoma, WA 
(Korean Language)

Seattle, WA

Burlington, WA

Opportunities abound in
EAST ASIA PARTNERSHIP
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isaster Relief volunteers from across the 
Northwest gathered recently to prepare for 
the next opportunity to aid people affected 
by major crisis.

     “The reality of what we do is respond to the trag-
edy of human suffering and need,” said Mario Gam-
baro of Longview, WA. “The only resources we have 
are the talents God gave us.”
     A senior chaplain with Cowlitz Chaplaincy, Gam-
baro encouraged the volunteers gathered for the 
annual Northwest Baptist Disaster Relief Roundtable 
to “use the time, talent and other resources God has 
given you.”
     The annual roundtable helps volunteers stay up-
to-date with training and education about aiding vic-
tims of natural disasters or those in the aftermath of 
a crisis such as a mass shooting or terrorist attack. 
Through various training sessions, volunteers learned 
to operate mass feeding kitchens and shower units, 
drive forklifts, handle chainsaws to clear away trees, 
“mud out” homes and buildings destroyed by floods 
and landslides, perform first aid and CPR and assess 
initial damage in a disaster.
     Northwest Baptist Disaster Relief is the largest 
single ministry sponsored by the Northwest Baptist 
Convention. It involves approximately 700 people 
from the convention’s affiliated churches, with about 
600 of them “current” with their training, according 
to Gary Floyd, the primary coordinator of the ministry.
     “The most important thing we do is train volun-
teers,” said Floyd. “In a disaster, none of the normal 
stuff works, equipment breaks down, but volunteers 
can go anywhere and then God just does stuff.”
     That helps maintain an eternal perspective in the 
midst of an immediate event, according to Floyd.
     “Mercy is about helping people achieve God’s 

By Cameron Crabtree

purpose for their lives,” said Floyd. “There are so many 
God stories in disaster relief ministries. It’s just amaz-
ing what God does in the context of this ministry.”
     Pastor Olin Brock of Trinity Baptist Church in 
Vancouver, WA, has seen it firsthand since his involve-
ment in disaster relief ministry, mostly as a chaplain.
     “It’s really stretched me and opened my eyes to 
what people go through,” said Brock. “It’s helped 
make me a better pastor.”
     Disaster relief volunteers are usually recognized 
by the bright gold shirts they wear in a disaster 
event. Floyd referred to the color’s meaning during 
one of the sessions: “It represents the worth of every 
person to Christ.”
     Pastor Michael Duncan of Mountain View Baptist 
Church in Darrington, WA, referred to the shirts dur-
ing a message to the group. “When you put on a gold 
shirt you’re saying you’re willing to lay down your life 
for others,” he said.
     Duncan watched dozens of the gold-shirted vol-
unteers aid his community just over a year ago after 
the nearby Oso Mudslide killed more than 40 people, 
left Oso in ruins and decimated the two small towns 
on either side of the mountain.
     Duncan lauded the volunteers for their efforts.
     “All of you who have participated in the work in 
Darrington and Oso are more precious than gold,” he 
said. “A lot of resources came pouring into Darrington, 
but the only boots on the ground were yours.”
     Partnering with a local church like Mountain View 
is critical, said Floyd: “We’re local church-oriented. 
We don’t just show up on our own. Disaster Relief 
is part of the disciple making process, but the local 
church is the one that has the primary disciple mak-
ing process.”

Volunteers prepare for the unexpected
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alking to people about Jesus can be 

easier for laypeople than for those in 

vocational ministry, according to Kenton 

Johnson, whose involvement in commu-

nity service opened doors for sharing the good news 

in ways he never imagined.

     “It is very freeing to do ministry bi-vocationally,” 

said Johnson, who works in informational technology 

for a tire company in Portland, OR. “It never felt as 

fulfilling to be on staff at a church – in fact it felt re-

stricting to me. Getting to talk about Jesus gets shut 

down when regular folks hear you are a pastor.”

     Johnson once pursued going overseas with the 

gospel, a dream fueled by his twin loves of the good 

news of Jesus and traveling as a boy with his father, 

an airline adjustor in Texas. 

     “I worked at Dallas Baptist University and went to 

Southwestern Seminary, all while we had three small 

children, but medical issues ultimately prevented that 

dream,” Johnson stated. “I can look back now and 

see God knew it would not have been good.”

     Johnson fell in love with the Northwest after 

traveling there to visit extended family of his wife, 

Rachel, a Spokane, WA, native.

     “Rachel wanted to get back home and I lost my 

job through downsizing at DBU, so we knew there 

would be no better time,” Johnson said. “I wanted to 

have a part in planting churches in the most un-

churched section of the country. I searched websites 

and saw that Greater Gresham (OR) Baptist Church 

had a goal of planting one new church each year and 

talked to each staff member there before we came 

to Gresham in 2002.”

     Although Johnson has loved the gospel message 

since he committed to following Christ at age 12, 

he readily admits it can be hard to talk authentically 

about it at work.

     “It is refreshing, but also difficult to share at work, 

because they see you at your best and worst,” John-

son noted. “I try to realize that every action either 

moves someone closer to or further from the cross. 

If I am mad, I don’t curse because of the testimony 

I have. Most of my co-workers know about the very 

real struggles our family has been through. I try to 

Community
service 
vehicle 
for gospel 
message

Chaplain Kenton Johnson joins a sheriff’s chaplain in prayer at the Oso mudslide site that 
occurred in March, 2014. A significant part of his ministry as a Disaster Relief chaplain is to 
first responders.
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By Sheila Allen

live the gospel out in front of them and then prayer-

fully find words when possible. It can be easier with 

people I barely know.”

     Recent years have seen Johnson immerse him-

self in service to the community, including through 

Northwest Baptist Convention Disaster Relief 

chaplaincy, as a Clackamas Fire Department chaplain 

and volunteer rehab team that cares for the needs of 

the firefighters, Trauma Intervention Program (TIP) 

volunteer, Northwest Baptist Convention executive 

board member and as chaplain for a local 911 call 

center, among other things.

     “God has blessed me in so many ways getting to 

know senior chaplains, some incredible leaders, and 

I want to do that for others,” Johnson said. “The bulk 

of it is building relationships and you must look for 

opportunities to share. It can be difficult at places 

like the 911 center because of the pace, but I’ve had 

the opportunity to share with three individuals there.”

     The Johnson family began meeting weekly at a 

Damascus, OR, coffee shop in 2006 to encourage 

local residents in their faith and in pursuit of start-

ing a church in the area. Their passion for church 

planting was realized when they and 35 others from 

Greater Gresham Baptist left to begin Trinity Church 

in Damascus five years ago.

     Trinity’s founding pastor, Clay Holcomb, recom-

mended Johnson for a “Faithful Sower” award, which 

was presented to him by NWBC executive director 

Randy Adams last November. 

     “Kenton has been instrumental in church planting 

efforts around the Portland area,” said Holcomb, now 

a church planting catalyst for the Northwest Baptist 

Convention in the Portland metro area. “He is a certi-

fied chaplain and has been called upon during crises 

such as the Clackamas Town Center shootings and 

the Oso mudslide. The thing that sets Kenton apart 

from others is his initiative. Kenton seeks out ministry 

opportunities rather than just volunteering to needs 

presented to him. He was instrumental in the planting 

of Trinity church in Damascus, OR, before there was 

ever a planter and he has given much of his own per-

sonal and vacation time to serve in disaster relief and 

chaplain ministries throughout the Northwest.”

     Johnson averages three or four nights a week in 

his volunteer roles. A new endeavor includes attend-

ing an FBI Academy, which is an outreach to com-

munity leaders to help them understand the role of 

the FBI, to identify potential recruits and aids him to 

better assist them in chaplaincy.

     “Constant training to be the best I can be as a 

chaplain is a big part of being ready for the next 

simple incident, or the next large catastrophe,” John-

son added. “I am in the process of getting as much 

training as I can for preventing suicides and assisting 

those who are left behind by suicides. Oregon has 

a 40 percent higher suicide rate than the national 

average, so I want to be ready to impact those statis-

tics and the best hope to keep on living is the hope 

that can only be found in Jesus Christ.” 

A “burn to learn” training exercise was held for firefighters to keep 
their skills sharpened, according to Kenton Johnson, left.
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hile the population centers of Or-

egon outside of the Portland metro 

area may be sparse in compari-

son to its neighboring states, the 

opportunities for Northwest Baptists to make 

a spiritual impact in the Beaver State are enor-

mous, church planting leaders suggested.

     “There’s room to plant churches everywhere 

you look,” said Bruce Sloan, the Northwest Bap-

tist Convention’s team leader NWBC Region 4. 

“Ron Allen and I are in the process of develop-

ing an I-5 strategy,” for the interstate that carries 

people up and down the western portion of the 

state.

     In an area that covers two-thirds of the state 

of Oregon, Region 4 has significant population 

centers in Salem, Corvallis, Eugene/Springfield, 

Medford, Klamath Falls and Bend, but mile after 

mile of tumbleweed-strewn highways and acre-

age dominate much of the state.

     “We are identifying areas without a strong 

witness,” Sloan said. “We must then find the 

place, financial partners and church planters, but 

it’s up to the Lord to bring the person. We are 

trying to develop a mentality of ‘us together’.”

     Sloan and others have suggested rural areas 

don’t seem as attractive to a large number of 

church planters due to low population densities. 

Some church planting principles are transferable 

to rural areas and others are not, according to 

Sloan. Identifying how to serve people in order 

to earn trust to share the gospel is key in any 

locale.

     “I am excited to do more work and be proac-

tive rather than respond to opportunities that 

come at us,” said new Region 4 church planting 

catalyst Ron Allen. “We must generate indige-

Region wide open for new churches

Photo By Ken Houston
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nous leaders. The existing Region 4 

churches all started each 

other and this is where we 

have to get back to.”

     Allen recognizes that 

some church leaders in his 

region are staring at their own 

demise and consideration of 

“legacy churches,” or those who 

are willing to turn their facilities 

and assets over to others to begin 

something new or different, is be-

ginning to emerge.

     “That spirit is popping up all over 

the place and we have had some suc-

cess stories with mergers and starting 

something new with existing facilities,” 

Allen noted. “What is happening with our 

convention and our strategies is becom-

ing a part of a national conversation about 

these issues.

     “We are leaders in the Cooperative Program in 

the nation and there is no one better in the church 

planting movement than Gary Irby (NWBC church 

planting resources director),” he said. “He’s had the 

forethought to create systems and perpetuate them 

for Region 1, and guys have confidence in moving 

somewhere they can get help with their vision com-

ing to fruition.”

     Church planter Sean Sullivan started River Valley/

New Hope in Grants Pass, OR, in 2012 after moving 

to the area from Southern California. 

     “We meet in the cafeteria in a nearby Christian 

school and have a mixed bag of Christians and 

unbelievers who are coming because of relationships 

being built,” said Sullivan. “We are constantly devel-

oping male and female leadership in the church and 

want to plant churches through making disciples and 

are making that part of the DNA of our church. We 

believe Jesus is capable of building his church and 

are focused on making disciples one at a time and 

then challenging them to do the same.

     “Church planting is so hard and can suck the life 

out of you because you’re in enemy 

territory, so always be prepared for it,” Sullivan 

added. “It is so important that the planter and his wife 

and team are really immersed in the word of God 

and in healthy, accountable relationships with each 

other. I do think it is a calling and not everyone with a 

pastoral ministry heart is made for church planting.” 

     “I dream about the opportunity to start a new 

church in each association in the next year, and want 

to be able to address each people group in our own 

region with a witness,” Allen said. “We have a lot of 

Indian reservations, Koreans, Armenians and many 

others – and we are exploring them all. I hope to 

be able to recruit a church planter that can relate to 

several nationalities.”

     That recruitment is a cooperative effort among 

church planting catalysts across the NWBC and 

Region 4 hosted their own vision tour for potential 

church planters in 2014 along the I-5 corridor.

     “We have some great churches that are willing 

to help,” Allen said. We have six prospective church 

planters in the wings now and we are seeing mo-

mentum and God’s hand in it.”

By Sheila Allen

Region wide open for new churches
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ith one foot in the church and 

the other in the drug and party 

scene, Josh Howeth came to a 

crossroads during college that 

shook him to his core.

     “I started at Montana State, but failed after one 

semester, so my parents, who were church planters, 

did the work to get me into California Baptist Univer-

sity,” said Howeth, who has started a church himself 

in Corvallis, OR. “God started to get a hold of me, but 

I was not really following Christ and still partied when 

I returned to Montana.” But God began showing 

Howeth a different path.

     “Suddenly I had a sense that God said this wasn’t 

playing around, but life and death and it was an over-

whelming feeling,” he recalled. “I made the choice 

that day to cut my old life off - my girlfriend, email, 

everything.”

     From that day forward, Howeth turned from get-

ting high most days to spending the rest of his col-

New church keeping
evangelism at core
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Continued on Page 18

lege days following Christ seriously. He met his wife, 

Elizabeth, at CBU, and the two married and moved 

to Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary in Mill 

Valley, CA. Howeth served as youth and worship 

pastor at a nearby church, worked at Starbucks and 

enjoyed a great season of life.

     “I would just get giddy when coming to Oregon 

where my wife is from,” Howeth stated. “I love this 

place. I moved to Corvallis as family and worship 

pastor at Grant Avenue Baptist Church in 2010 and 

saw God begin to reach many young families.”

     Howeth and Grant Avenue pastor Don Reeves 

began talking the next year about starting a church at 

nearby Oregon State University and Reeves suggest-

ed Howeth consider leading the new congregation.

     “I didn’t feel like church planting was in my 

strengths and also felt that many were abandoning 

existing churches,” Howeth said. “But we began to 

pray and I came upon a scripture in Psalms that said, 

‘Have no fear’ and I was afraid, but God was speak-

ing to me.”

     Howeth left his position at the Grant Avenue 

church in 2012 and began initial meetings with a 

core group of young families from the church who 

chose to begin The Branch with Howeth near the 

OSU campus.

     “Right away we had college students and settled 

in at 60 people,” Howeth noted. “We want to reflect 

our city, which is 40 percent college students and 

keep that population. We want to bring generations 

together to inspire one another and are seeing that 

happen. We see everything we do as discipleship.”

     The new church formed community groups that 

reflect various life stages to discuss the sermon 

as an entry point for new people. After The Branch 

outgrew their rented space with 100 people, they 

reconnected with Grant Avenue by using their facility 

for worship on Sunday nights and quickly increased 

to 150 people.

     The Corvallis Korean Church also called the 

Grant Avenue facility their home for simultaneous 

Korean and English afternoon services.

     Howeth has assembled a staff including associ-

ate pastor Stephen Brucker, who oversees commu-

nity groups, discipleship and interns who have joined 

the team and raise their own support.

     “We try not to do too many things, as the primary 

mission of church is evangelism and we want our 

people to invest in others and church planting ef-

forts,” Howeth said. “We have been to East Asia to 

partner with International Mission Board personnel in 

church planting among an unreached people group. 

We are going to Boston this year on mission and 

back to East Asia again. I want to expose our people 

to that.”
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hether it is called “doing life to-
gether”, “living in community”, “life-
walking” or “discipleship,” mentoring 
all comes down to Christ’s model of 

intentional relationships. 
     With “Heart Friends” serving as the theme, this 
year’s Northwest Baptist Convention-sponsored 
Women’s Summit focused “friendship mentoring” as 
an intentional relationship in ministry. More than 130 
leaders from 37 churches around the Northwest came 
to the Northwest Baptist Center in Vancouver, WA, to 
learn about the process and discuss other topics.
     “Mentoring should come naturally out of your life 
with Christ, said Mari Parker of the Kansas-Nebraska 
Convention of Southern Baptists. “Put a program on 
it and you tend to date stamp it with a shelf life. It will 
expire if it is not coming naturally.”  
     Parker challenged the women to study Christ’s 
relationship with his disciples. Just as Christ dem-
onstrated his love and intentionality in these friend-
ships -- teaching them to love like he did and make 
disciples as he did -- so should Christians.
     “Don’t make good church members,” she said. 
“Make good Christ followers.
     “Mentoring is showing someone how to be or do 
something,” she added. “In this case, how to reflect 
Christ and be the hands and feet of Jesus. Mentor-
ing is having intentional relationships.”
     Breakout sessions also encouraged women 
to live intentionally. With session topics including 
mentoring, missions, ministry, hospitality, leadership 
development, speaking with wisdom, financial plan-

ning and even crafting -- the focus remained on how 
to do each of these with intentionality and teaching 
others to do the same.
     Katie Zuniga and LeAnn Holcomb, both from 
Trinity Church in Happy Valley, OR, led a session on 
using arts and crafts with spiritual intent. Zuniga said 
their goal was “(pointing) people to the Lord in ev-
erything we do.” The craft not only included scripture 
and encouragement to get in the word, but modeled 
how to do this within friendship mentoring.
     Zuniga’s church, a 5-year old church, was also 
the highlighted church for the event. Matt and Lisa 
Singleterry from the church led the weekend’s large 
group worship times.
     Other highlights included special guests session 
speakers Becky Badry, sent by LifeWay Christian 
Resources, and Beverly Hilton, sent by WMU and 
Women’s Ministry partners in the Kansas-Nebraska 
convention.
      WMU also provided grants to fund the summit. 
A women’s mentoring panel was featured during the 
closing session. Panelists from across the convention 
discussed the role of mentoring in their own lives. 
     This year’s event was the last one led by Laura 
Harper, the NWBC women’s specialist for the last 
several years. “Mentoring can happen in a moment or 
over a lifetime,” Harper explained. “My vision for our 
Northwest women is that every woman have a place 
where they can know the Lord, grow and serve. I 
think mentoring is the way we can get there.”

Women’s Summit focuses on 
friendship mentoring

By Star McMillan
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he hazardous journey through teenage 

years can test the resolve of even sea-

soned Christ followers and their leaders. A 

conference for students and their leaders 

was held April 24-25 in Vancouver to encourage 

their Christian “allegiance,” the theme of the North-

west Baptist Convention student conference.

     “If you are a follower, even in the worst circum-

stances, if Christ is with us, that place can be desir-

able,” said Mike Thibodeaux, keynote speaker for the 

annual event. “Jesus speaks in the reality of hardship 

and rough water is a doorway to something much 

deeper with Jesus.”

     Thibodeaux, a Northwest-based evangelist and 

leader of Simplicity Ministries, encouraged students 

to understand that sometimes a “storm” is an act of 

God’s grace.

     “Most of us struggle with the idea that Jesus 

sends us into the eye of the storm as an act of grace 

and unrealistic expectations affect our allegiance 

to Christ,” Thibodeaux stated. “Jesus tells us we will 

have trouble and will suffer for the name of Christ. 

He is right now interceding, praying for us in our cir-

cumstances. We can experience joy even when the 

storm is raging. Jesus is enough in the storm.”

     Seventeen students stood to proclaim a new 

allegiance to Christ in the first session of the confer-

ence and others identified weaknesses in their faith 

throughout the weekend, according to Thibodeaux.

     Another Northwest group, Faithful to One, based 

in Newberg, OR, led participants in worship through-

out the weekend. Students from 49 NWBC churches 

were treated to a choice of activities at two com-

munity centers and a bowling and arcade center to 

burn off some steam and meet new friends from all 

corners of the Northwest.

     Small group sessions were held for students and 

leaders to strengthen their faith journey and included 

20 options to appeal to a wide array of interests.

     “God makes us all different, but the world says 

we should be skinny, curvy, perfect, blonde, sexy, 

and athletic,” said Cindy Schenewerk, as she led a 

“For Girls Only” breakout. “Even though I was around 

alcohol all the time growing up, God showed me that 

I didn’t need to have alcohol to have fun but instead I 

Continued on Page 19

Northwest teens 
strengthened in 
faith journey
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bby Hughes is one of only two Genera-

tion Send (GenSend) campus mobilizers 

in the Northwest who is taking on the 

responsibility to find other college students to partici-

pate in GenSend 2015.

     “I have been working alongside my church, as 

well as reaching out to pastors around the Northwest 

to connect with students who could potentially take 

part in GenSend,” said Hughes, who will be leading a 

GenSend team in New York City this summer.

     GenSend is a development process that immers-

es college students into an urban context to gain 

practical knowledge and experience in missions and 

leadership.

     The North American Mission Board holds training 

sessions to equip the students in creating “missional 

communities” with other students on their college 

campuses and invite these students to serve in a 

major city in North America with a GenSend team 

this summer.

     Hughes said one of the most important things 

she learned at the mobilizer training was how to 

be intentional with her time and her relationships. 

Hughes has seen several students commit to mis-

sions this summer and several more have joined her 

missional community group.

     Along with teaching intentionality, members 

of NAMB’s student mobilization staff joined other 

speakers at the mobilizer trainings to share the vi-

sion for GenSend and urban church planting. The 

speakers also walked the students through practical 

instruction to fulfill their assignments.

     “One of the most helpful and beneficial parts of 

the mobilizer training for me was having all of the 

practical questions answered,” said Hughes, who just 

finished her sophomore year at Washington State 

University and is part of Resonate Church there. “I 

was given clarity on what steps to take going for-

ward as a mobilizer as well as how to leverage the 

personalities on my team for Christ and the mission 

he has given us for the summer.”

     Dhati Lewis, lead pastor of Atlanta’s Blue Print 

Church emphasized the importance of contextualiza-

tion in an urban setting during his session on urban 

church planting.

     “There are four things to consider in contextual-

ization,” said Lewis. “The gospel must be contextual-

ized. We can’t put our confidence in our own ability to 

contextualize. We should contextualize with a sense 

of urgency and we should remember that the goal of 

contextualization is reconciliation.”

     For mobilizers like Hughes, contextualization 

will be key. The approach she took participating in 

GenSend Portland during the summer of 2014, will 

be different to contextualize the gospel as she leads 

her team in New York City this summer.

     “College ministry looks so different in the North-

west,” said Hughes. “But the beauty of the gospel is 

that it is transferable everywhere and accessible to 

Northwest 
woman 
prepares to 
lead, serve

Continued on Page 22
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By Cameron Crabtree

he Northwest Baptist Foundation has 

named a five-member search committee 

assigned with recommending a candidate 

to replace President Thomas Hixson, who 

is leaving the organization after 21 years to become 

vice president for business services at Golden Gate 

Baptist Theological Seminary on July 1.

     The board named the search committee May 1 

during a conference call meeting, according to Foun-

dation chairman Jim Anderson. Besides Anderson, 

a member of Calvary Baptist Church, Renton, WA, 

search committee members include Ron Bryant, High-

land Baptist Church, Redmond, OR; Jamie Sims, First 

Baptist Church, Beaverton, OR; Rickey Scott, Robert 

Gray Baptist Church, Longview, WA; and Leslie Toll, 

Smith Rock Community Church, Terrebonne, OR.

     Begun in 1956, the Foundation now has funds 

under management in excess of $42 million.

     In keeping with an NWBF succession plan, the 

board appointed chief financial officer Steve Brock 

to serve as interim president once Hixson leaves the 

Foundation for the California-based seminary.

     The board intends to name a successor by the 

beginning of 2016, said Anderson.

     Before his current role at the NWBF, Hixson was 

a vice president at Houston Baptist University and 

at California Baptist College (now university), where 

he earned a bachelor’s degree. He also earned an 

MBA from Hardin-Simmons University in Abilene, 

TX, and a master of education from the University of 

Houston.

     The board approved plans to honor Tom and his 

wife, Becky, for their service in the Northwest during 

a banquet at its August meeting. The board will also 

honor Karla Inman at a separate event at its August 

meeting. Inman, administrative assist at the Founda-

tion since 1996, is retiring at the end of August. The 

Foundation also plans to honor Hixson and Inman 

during the Northwest Baptist Convention annual 

meeting in Portland.

     The Foundation provides financial services for in-

dividuals, churches and institutions. It also promotes 

Christian estate stewardship through wills, trusts and 

endowments; receives, invests, and manages assets 

and funds through trusts; makes distributions, loans 

and scholarships as specified by donors to Christian 

causes and other beneficiaries.

     It also provides personal services for individu-

als, serves as trustee for revocable and irrevocable 

trusts, serves as a personal representative in probat-

ing estates and assists with conservatorships and 

guardianships.

Foundation seeking 
new president

Tom and Becky Hixson
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By Sheila Allen

Continued from Page 13

     The young church also assists with human traf-

ficking issues and some members are seeking ways 

to personally rescue those involved from hotels. Be-

cause of connections at the nearby campus, ministry 

among internationals has also begun.

     “Over spring break we were also able to find a 

community of single moms and have offered $100 

for food, as well as childcare and handyman ser-

vices,” Howeth noted. “We have seen so much fruit 

from that and one woman has already come to faith 

through it. It was simple to advertise this ministry on 

Facebook and someone put it out on a single moms 

network. We just want to identify people groups in 

our city, learn how we can connect and meet needs 

and ultimately share the gospel.”

     The Branch is seeing interest through a Bible 

study in the OSU Greek fraternity system and many 

come to faith through it.

     “People investing in others is creating a ripple ef-

fect,” Howeth said. “This journey has not been with-

out its difficult moments and often it was bad leader-

ship decisions on my part or not having a grasp on 

things. I am generally an overly optimistic person and 

things don’t always turn out 

that way. Leadership things 

are hard but we are learn-

ing and growing through it.”

     Howeth has also 

learned about the impor-

tance of fundraising from 

supporters in other states.

     “Right now The Branch 

giving is 30 percent of our 

income and we are raising 

70 percent from outside 

sources,” Howeth said. “The 

Willamette Valley Baptist 

Association is very support-

ive, and we are receiving 

North American Mission 

Board funds as a new 

church planter. I’ll forever 

be grateful to Grant Avenue Baptist Church for the 

support they have shown us and what we’ve learned 

through them.

     “It’s important that we’ve stuck to finding our foot-

ing and put all our hope in the power of the gospel,” 

Howeth stated. “There’s a thousand plans out there 

that can be helpful but we believe and faithfully apply 

the gospel to their lives.

     “I’ve seen so many lives changed, in their beliefs 

and their identity in Christ through this church,” he 

added. “It’s created a community I want to be a part 

of – amazing and not cookie cutter. The only reason 

we are in the room together and care for each other 

is the glue of Jesus, which makes everything more 

beautiful and compelling.”
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Continued from Page 15

By Sheila Allen

focused on making people laugh,” 

said the middle school business 

manager. 

     Topics included practical mission 

experience, creation versus evolution, 

worship for worshippers and wor-

ship leaders and developing a heart 

for loving others in an increasingly 

hostile world, among others.

     “Every time you have sex, you 

give a part of yourself away,” re-

marked Ken Harmon during a “Love, 

Sex and Dating,” seminar. “We are 

not just physical beings, but spiritual 

and emotional creatures too, and 

are not defined by our sexuality. God 

has created you as priests and kings and knew you 

ancy Hall, former president of Northwest 
Baptist Woman’s Missionary Union, has been 
named women’s specialist for the Northwest 

Baptist Convention, according to Randy Adams, 
NWBC executive director.
     “I am most grateful that Nancy Hall has agreed 
to serve as the women’s specialist for the NWBC,” 
said Adams. “Nancy brings a great deal of 
experience to women’s ministry, from church 
staff to state convention. Nancy’s great love 
for Christ, his church and the people of the 
Northwest are her greatest assets.  This will 
be a labor of love for her.”
      Hall succeeds Laura Harper, who moved 
to New York with her husband, Brian, who 
became a church planting planting catalyst 
with the Baptist Convention of New York.
      “Large strides were made under Laura Harper’s 
direction,” noted Adams. “She brought the large heart 
of a missionary to her work with us. We are grateful 
for all that was accomplished while she was here.”
     In her new role, Hall will oversee programs and 
ministries related to Northwest Women. The minis-
try area includes WMU, but also relates to broader 
leadership development and ministry areas focused 
on women in the Northwest.

      In another leadership change, 
Brad Smith will oversee the NWBC’s 
new Contextualized Leadership 

Development partnership with Golden Gate Baptist 
Theological Seminary.
      “We are grateful to have Brad Smith as our 
NWBC director for Contextualized Leadership De-
velopment,” said Adams. “Brad has been a pastor in 
the Northwest for over 30 years and he will continue 

to pastor Lifechange Christian Fellowship 
in Tillamook, OR, while giving direction to 
developing CLD. He is excited about the 
opportunity to bring training to pastors and 
potential pastors in the Northwest.”
      As a CLD center, the NWBC will offer 
basic ministry leadership training that leads 
to a pre-baccalaureate certificate, but with far 
fewer course requirements than those neces-
sary for a master’s degree from the seminary.

     The effort is part of an emphasis to train more 
pastoral leaders for Northwest churches, note Ad-
ams: “CLD is designed to bring training to pastors 
for whom a full seminary degree is not practical of 
possible.”  
     Following completion of four courses, each three 
credit hours in length, the CLD graduate earns a 
certificate.

before you were even created. 

Don’t settle for less from some-

one else that is not following 

Christ.”

     “I learned more about how 

I should always trust God, no 

matter how hard things get,” 

said Schuyler Omta, a 14 

year old who traveled with his 

Anchor Point youth group from 

Grandview, Wash., for the con-

ference. “It has also been great 

getting close to those I came 

with.”

By Cameron Crabtree

Northwest evangelist Mike Thibodeaux 
was the keynote speaker at the annual 
NWBC student conference and encour-
aged teens to remain firm in their faith.

Nancy Hall
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Year-to-Date Budget vs Actual Comparison  
Budget              Actual            Variance 
889,231         906,591          17,360

Grand Total  906,591

Cooperative Program Giving

 YTD-15 
Auburn-Lifeway Ch Auburn 50 
Auburn-Auburn Celebration 856 
Auburn-Reliance 992 
Auburn-Veritas 460 
Bellevue-Essential  2,366  
Bellevue-Well Commun 934 
Bellevue-Lake Hills  1,981  
Bellevue-Leaven Church  1,575  
Blk Diamond-Chap Wood  1,915  
Bonney Lake-Church Club 1 100 
Bothell-Ekklesia  4,204  
Bothell-Living Spring 139 
Bothell-CrossPointe  5,299  
Bothell-Iglesia Cristiana 819 
Bothell-Queensgate 400 
Burlington-Calvary  4,800  
Clear Lake-FBC 200 
Darrington-Mt View 908 
Edmonds-Asian Intnl 50 
Edmonds-Rock of Hope  3,626  
Enumclaw-FBC 690 
Everett-Redemption Ch 609 
Everett-The Journey  6,664  
Everett-Greater Trinity 75 
Everett-Pinehurst  1,459  
Everett-S Everett Comm  2,100  
Everett-Silver Lake 858 
Fed Way- Bethel 400 
Fed Way-Compass Christian 600 
Fed Way-First Ukranian 400 
Fed Way-Antioch Korean 450 
Fed Way-FBC 300 
Fed Way-Korean-Amer  4,579  
Fed Way-Lifeway  1,300  
Fed Way-Light Church 378 
Fed Way-Nine Lakes 418 

 YTD-15 
Fed Way-Seattle Fellowship 350 
Hamilton-FBC  4,921  
Issaquah-Foothills  8,690  
Kenmore-Landing Church  2,734  
Kenmore-Disciple Making 250 
Kent-International Christian 150 
Kent-Sequoia  5,000  
Kirkland- Bridge Church 500 
Lakewood-Emmaus 200 
Lakewood-FBC  19,014  
Lakewood-Trinity 300 
Lynden-La Vid Verdadera 736 
Lynnwood-EagleWing 184 
Lynnwood-FBC Martha Lk  3,100  
Lynnwood-Global Mission 250 
Lynnwood-Healing 30 
Lynnwood-Japanese 271 
Lynnwood-LifePoint  1,248  
Lynnwood-ONE Church 195 
Lynnwood-Seattle Bridge  1,194  
Lynwood-Providence 400 
Maple Falls-Mt. Baker 189 
Maple Valley-Hope  13,917  
Marysville-Emmanuel  1,453  
Mill Creek-Adullam 284 
Monroe-Casa de Paz 252 
Monroe-FBC  9,512  
Mount Vernon-Trinity  1,366  
Oak Harbor-Christian Fellowship 203 
Oak Harbor-Southern  2,542 
Puyallup-High Pointe  10,340  
Puyallup-South Hill  1,069  
Puyallup-Sunrise  9,624  
Puyallup-Washington Mission 70 
Redmond-FBC of Rose Hill  3,908  
Redmond-Meadowbrook  23,628  

 YTD-15 
Renton-Church of Beloved  4,081  
Renton-Calvary  8,709
Renton-Iglesia Bautista 400 
Renton-Imago Dei 325 
Renton-Trinity  1,600  
Roy-Nisqually Valley  1,432  
Sammamish-21st Century 536 
Seattle-Ethiopian Intl 40 
Seattle-Mojdeh 210 
Seattle-The Commons 600 
Seattle-The Hallows  8,409  
Seattle--Vona 330 
Seattle-Chinese Southern  8,100  
Seattle-Epic Life 775 
Seattle-FBC Beverly Pk  1,325  
Seattle-Grace Fellowship 186 
Seattle-Thien An  1,200  
Sedro Woolley-Skagit 400 
Sedro Woolley-Valley  1,328  
Snohomish-Bridge  1,280  
Snohomish-BridgeCity  1,713  
Snoqualmie-Lifepointe 980 
Tacoma-The Pathway  1,402  
Tacoma-Filipino Inter 405 
Tacoma-Highland Hill 954 
Tacoma-Japanese Intl  1,749  
Tacoma-New Beginnings 79
Tacoma-New Hope 61 
Tacoma-Parkland 776 
Tacoma-Tacoma FBC  20,000  
Tacoma-VMCM 180 
Woodinville-Northcreek 400 
Yelm-First  2,130  
Yelm-Ignite Church  1,394  
  
Total  254,518 

   YTD-15 
Bremerton-Kitsap Lake  4,600  
Bremerton-Sonshine  1,920  
Castle Rock-FBC  1,646  
Chehalis-Dayspring  4,541  
Dryad-Community  1,388  
Elma-Bethany 979
Forks-FBC  6,600  
Kalama-Kalama  4,599  
Lacey-FBC  5,114  
Lacey-New Zion 500 
Longview-Beacon Hill  1,436  
Longview-Columbia Hghts  1,570  

Region 1

Region 2

   YTD-15
Longview-FBC  21,301  
Longview-Highlands 289
Longview-Robert Gray  5,480  
Longview-Valley  11,729  
Morton-Reconciled  1,760  
Olympia-Illuminate 75 
Olympia-Joy 80 
Olympia-McKenzie Road  11,357  
Olympia-Vietnamese 100 
Port Angeles-Hillcrest  3,488  
Port Hadlock-Oak Bay 937 
Port Orchard-Evergreen 601 

Region 3

   YTD-15
Port Orchard-FBC  5,199  
Port Townsend-San Juan  5,006  
Rainier-Delena 353 
Scapoose-New Life  1,200  
Scappoose-Creekside 752 
Sequim-FBC  3,362  
Silverdale-Clear Creek 728 
Silverdale-Kitsap Christian 150 
Toledo-FBC  10,650  
Tumwate-The Canvas 74 
Vaughn-Key Peninsula 698 
  
Total  120,262

 YTD-15 
Battle Ground-Comm 153 
Beavercreek-NW Contexture  1,415  
Beaverton-FBC  7,673  
Beaverton-Global 100 
Beaverton-Iglesia Bautista  1,368  
Bingen-FBC 397 
Boring-Orient Drive  1,876  
Camas-Lacamas Heights 446 
Canby-Bethel 201 
Estacada-Clackamas Vly 490 
Forest Grove-Fellowship 800 
Forest Grove-The Crossing 567 
Goldendale-Columbus Ave  4,544  
Gresham-Grtr Gresham  33,298  
Gresham-Punto de Gracia  2,005  
Happy Valley-Trinity  4,500  
Hillsboro-New Life  1,292  
Hillsboro-Oregon 200 
Hood River-Tucker Road  1,114  
Klickitat-Klickitat Valley 367 

   YTD-15
Lake Oswego-Lake Bible 200 
McMinnville-Valley  5,813  
McMinnville-Grace 796 
Mt Hood Parkdale-Parkdale 473 
Newberg-Chehalem Valley  8,608  
Odell-FBC 358 
Oregon City-Catalyst 952 
Prtld-Flavel Street 150 
Prtld-Antioch Christian 800 
Prtld-Bridge City 112 
Prtld-Burnside 285 
Prtld-Holgate 606 
Prtld-Korean Logos 400 
Prtld-Mien Fellowship 229 
Prtld-Mill Park  2,689  
Prtld-New Harvest 664 
Prtld-Peninsula 300 
Prtld-Renaissance 111 
Prtld-Vietnamese Revival 215 
Ridgefield-Discovery Pointe  1,785  

   YTD-15
Rufus-Bapt Ch at Rufus 607 
The Dalles-Emmanuel  1,620  
Tigard-Hall Blvd  4,571  
Tigard-Japanese Intnl  1,200  
Tigard-Jusarang 440 
Tigard-Nema Oregon 77 
Tillamook-Life Change  1,023  
Vancouver-Revival  3,001  
Vancouver-Ukrainian 100 
Vancouver-CrossPointe  10,004  
Vancouver-Evergreen 691 
Vancouver-First Slavic 750 
Vancouver-Fourth Plain 264 
Vancouver-Song of Hope 400 
Vancouver-Trinity  2,723  
Vancouver-Vietnamese 160 
West Linn-NW Contexture 90 
Wilsonville-Creekside  1,823  
 
Total  117,896

Region 5

                      YTD-15      
Albany-Calvary 931 
Bend-Summit Community 216
Corvallis-Branch  1,635  
Corvallis-Grant Avenue  11,799  
Cottage Grove-Calvary 784 
Creswell-New Hope  8,293  
Dallas-FBC  1,142  
Dexter-Dexter Baptist 423 
Drain-FBC 250 
Eugene-Fairfield  5,343  
Eugene-Harvest Comm  7,942  
Eugene-Japanese 86 
Eugene-Riviera  2,634  
Florence-FBC  6,170  
Glendale-Glendale  2,438  
Gold Beach-Sixth Street  1,324  
Gold Hill-Lampman Road 539 
Grants Pass-College Hghts 599 
Grants Pass-Dayspring 671 
Grants Pass-River Valley 785 
K Falls-Ch of Homedale  3,967  
Keizer-Cristiana Renuevo 600 
La Pine-Whispering Pines 625 
Lakeview-Trinity  1,413  
Lebanon-Trinity  2,761  
Lincoln City-Pacific 399 
Madras-FBC  1,596  
Medford-Lozier Lane  1,608  

                      YTD-15 
Medford-New Horizon 480 
Medford-Waters Life 476 
Monmouth-Central 989 
Newport-Calvary  1,547  
North Bend-FBC  2,253  
Phoenix-FBC  1,738  
Prineville-Calvary  2,128  
Prospect-Prospect 37 
Redmond-Highland  31,899  
Redmond-Rodehouse 400 
Reedsport-Highlands 891 
Rogue River-Grace  3,182  
Roseburg-Bethany 30 
Roseburg-Faith & Reason 399 
Roseburg-Vine Street  5,185  
Salem-Capital  6,763  
Siletz-Sacred Ground 504 
Springfield-East Side  1,311  
Springfield-Trinity  4,276  
Sweet Home-FBC 589 
Terrebonne-Smith Rock 700 
Toledo-FBC  1,111  
Waldport-FBC 200 
Warm Springs-Warm Sprgs  1,135  
White City-Trinity 949 
Yachats-Yachats 686
 
Total  136,829

 YTD-15 
Airway Hts-Airway Hts  7,688   
Athol-Athol  4,937   
Benton City-FBC  1,103  
Bonners Ferry-Boundary 178  
Brewster-Calvary  1,923   
Burbank-Trinity 200  
Cashmere-Evergreen  1,245   
Cheney-Fellowship  1,346   
Clarkston-Sonrise  1,843   
Clarkston-Trinity 267  
Coeur d’Alene-Emmanuel  3,661   
Coulee City-Cowboy 480  
Dayton-Faith Chapel 90  
Deer Park-FBC  3,644   
E Wenatchee-Eastmont  17,915   
Ellensburg-Chestnut St  6,177   
Ephrata-Redeeming Grace 125  
Grandview-Valley Life 300  
Greenacres-Greenacres  6,648   
Harrison-Community  1,800   
Heppner-Willow Creek  1,717   
Hermiston-Grace 800  
Hermiston-New Beginnings 943  
Ione-Ione  1,957   
Kellogg-FBC 764  
Kennewick-Kennewick  25,383   
Kennewick-Cornerstone  1,104   
Kennewick-Crossview  1,378   
Kennewick-Finley First 600  
Kennewick-Hillview  2,116   
Kennewick-International 261  
Kennewick-Quinault  2,989   
Kennewick-Reliance Fellow  1,712   
La Grande-The Way 960  
La Grande-Trinity 380  
Leavenworth-FBC  3,289   
Lewiston-Orchards  3,611   
Lewiston-Tammany  9,383   
Mead-Crossover 600  
Medical Lake-Medical Lk 605  
Mesa-Basin City 298  
Moscow-Trinity 315  
Moses Lake-Emmanuel  1,655   
Newport-Newport So  2,730   
Northport-FBC 344  
Oakesdale-FBC 610  

 YTD-15 
Orofino-FBC 82  
Othello-Pine Street 428  
Pasco-Crossview 723  
Pasco-Emmanuel  1,597   
Paterson-Community  1,000  
Pendleton-Pendleton  4,187   
Pierce-Mountain View 232  
Pilot Rock-Pilot Rock  1,768   
Prosser-Calvary 897  
Pullman-Emmanuel  13,064   
Pullman-Grace and Glory 516  
Pullman-Resonate  7,500   
Quincy-Iglesia Nueva Vida 110  
Rathdrum-New Beg 981  
Rice-Victory 402  
Richland-Reata Sprgs  7,335   
Richland-Richland  67,113   
Richland-Richland Hghts  1,165   
Spirit Lake-Spirit Lake  1,078   
Spokane Valley-Dishman  4,963   
Spokane Valley-East Valley  1,307   
Spokane Valley-Valleypoint  1,250   
Spokane-Crestline 719  
Spokane-Driscoll Blvd 800  
Spokane-Inland 442  
Spokane-North Addison  2,917   
Spokane-Pinnacle  3,248   
Spokane-River City 212  
Spokane-Springhill Bible 922  
Spokane-Windsor  2,241   
St Maries-College Ave 308  
Sunnyside-Trinity 443  
Toppenish-Watering Hole 201  
Umatilla-Primera Igl 300  
Union Gap-FBC  1,295   
W Richland-Grace&Truth  2,794   
Walla Walla-Blue Mt  1,653   
Walla Walla-CenterPointe 500  
Wapato-FBC 195  
Warden-First 200  
Wenatchee-Valley  1,800   
Yakima-Terrace Hghts  4,214   
Yakima-The Cross  4,027   
Yakima-The River 764  
Zillah-Mtn View  1,121   
  
Total  277,086
 

Region 4

Report only includes churches that have contributed through the Northwest Baptist Convention in 2015. 
A full report of all NWBC churches is available at www.gonbw.org/cp/

The Cooperative Program enables me to partner with more than 45,000 churches to make Christ known . . . at home, across the nation, and around the world.
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COMMENCEMENT MAY 23 
 Dr. Jeff Iorg will be the keynote speaker (as always) at the seventeenth commencement 
ceremony for Pacific Northwest Campus graduates. This year’s graduates will include two award 
winners. We will begin at 3:00 at CrossPointe Baptist Church, 9810 NE 76th St., Vancouver, WA. 
There will be a reception with refreshments afterward. 
 
STREAMLINED APPLICATION 
 The application process is now much simpler. Contact our office for details. Applications are 
due July 15 for fall enrollment. Most classes meet Mondays only and will begin August 24. It appears 
we will have many new students this fall. Is the Lord calling you to be one of them? 
              

                 
       Mark Bradley 
            Director 
 

www.ggbts.edu 
 

Call or email for more information or to arrange a campus visit: 
 

360-882-2200 
 

pnwc-info@ggtbs.edu 
 

3200 NE 109th Ave., Vancouver, WA 98682 

David Thomson (name changed for security) is a cluster leader for the IMB, 
overseeing the work of forty families among 93 million people in five African countries that 
are 99% Muslim. David graduated from the PNWC in 1996 with his Master of Divinity. 

“Growing up in the Northwest and then attending the seminary was a huge blessing 
for me. While attending the seminary, I felt like I was applying what I was learning in ‘real 
time.’ The seminary not only prepared me with principles for witnessing and discipling in the 
Northwest, but also in the Muslim world. I am so thankful for the influence the PNWC had 
upon my life.” 
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WHEN: June 20, 2015
              9:30 AM - 4 PM

WHERE: McKenzie Rd Baptist Church
               Olympia, WA

COST: $30/couple or $20/individual

WHO: Anyone interested in 
finding out more about being a 
church planter, church planter 
apprentice, church planter intern, 
or church planter team member. 

QUESTIONS: Contact Natalie at 
425.640.3676 or nataliejhammond@aol.com

FOR DETAILS AND REGISTRATION...
www.discoverchurchplanting.info  

Give us a Saturday...we’ll give you a plan.

Do I have what it takes to be a church planter?  Could I be a part of a church planting team? 
How can my church and I help start a church? Where do I go from here?

Continued from Page 16

everyone. Like Dhati said, we have to contextualize 

the gospel into each person’s ‘heart language.’”

     Mobilizers are required to recruit 10 students out 

of their missional communities by spring 2015 to 

serve in their assigned cities and continue to share 

the gospel. NAMB’s goal for GenSend 2015 is 

having over 350 students serving in 16 Send North 

America cities across the United States and Canada 

from late June to early August.

     The number of teams per city will vary. But at 

least one team will serve and connect with a South-

ern Baptist church in each of the following cities: 

Calgary, Edmonton, Montreal, Toronto, Vancouver, 

Atlanta, Miami, Boston, New York City, Washington, 

D.C., Chicago, Indianapolis, St. Louis, Los Angeles, 

Portland and San Diego.

     Ken Miller, NAMB’s Missionary Development na-

tional coordinator encouraged the students to keep 

the right mindset during a session on missional com-

munity. “Don’t go into the city with the attitude that 

this is your team. You need to have the attitude that 

you are here to serve them and love them, as well as 

serve your city alongside them,” said Miller.

     These words definitely stuck with Hughes as she 

left Atlanta and went back to her campus to begin 

her work as a campus mobilizer.

     “I’m so excited that I have the opportunity to 

spend 10 weeks in a major urban city with the sole 

purpose of loving and serving people in the name 

of Jesus,” said Hughes. “I am excited to be humbled 

and challenged alongside my team and see how the 

Lord moves this summer.”

By Kristen Camp
(North American Mission Board)
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CURRENTS

Cameron Crabtree
Editor

The ‘miracle’ of Great Commission movement
     “All authority has been given to me in 
heaven and on earth. Go therefore and 
make disciples of all the nations, baptiz-
ing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all things that 
I have commanded you; and lo, I am 
with you always, even to the end of the 
age.” ~ Jesus
     In recent years, a popular debate 
has ensued about the real meaning of 
the small word “go” in the Great Com-
mission. To oversimplify, it’s a question 
of whether the literal meaning is “go” 
in the usual sense of leaving one place 
for another to make disciples or if it 
emphasizes making disciples “as you 
are going.” However the question is 
posed, the answer to it in a practical 
sense is, “Yes.”
      Whether in a new, unknown place 
or in places known well, never miss 
the ordinary miracle that happens 
when believers of all backgrounds and 
circumstances leave familiar spots and 
comforts to step into the lives of others 
to share the message of God’s amaz-
ing grace.
     The Northwest Baptist Convention is 
a network of 450 churches in Oregon, 
Washington and north Idaho because 
men and women generations ago -- and 
still today – step from comfort zones 
and secure livelihoods to start churches, 
reach out to their neighbors, serve their 
communities and start new ministries to 
advance God’s kingdom.
     NWBC exec Randy Adams recently 
noted that historic Northwest names 

we say with familiarity – Whitman, Lee, 
Spalding, Lennox, to name a few -- are 
rooted in some manner of Great Com-
mission faithfulness. They moved west-
ward to the place we call home when it 
was a hardship to do so. We are grateful 
for continued patterns of such migration 
in the face of evident spiritual need.
     For a few minutes each weekday 
at the Northwest Baptist Center, staff 
members gather to pray through a list 
of Northwest pastors and churches 
and for mission workers serving across 
North America and around the globe. 
There are occasions when it would be 
easy to take the names and places on 
the list for granted, but we’re reminded 
often enough through stories of what 
God is doing through the churches that 
men, women and children who venture 
in faith are part of God’s miraculous 
provision to restore all he has made.
     As famed cleric John R.W. Stott 
noted, it’s an effort that requires “the 
wide diversity of divine callings.” There 
is room for everyone. 
     Frederick Buechner is quoted often 
in this axiom: “The place where God calls 
you is where your deep gladness and the 
world’s deep hunger meet.” Things we 
admire and enjoy, things we do well and 
in which we find reward are not merely 
accidental; rather, they are the means 
through which God intends to change 
the world. Add to those, Spirit-empow-
ered gifts and a lot can happen.
     Pastor Tim Crownover stated it well 
– God’s mission is engaged through the 
provisions he has given us.
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Northwest Baptist Convention
3200 NE 109th Ave
Vancouver, WA 98682

NORTHWEST BAPTIST FOUNDATION

“Don’t judge each day by the harvest you reap, 
but by the seeds you plant.”

- Robert Louis Stevenson
Contact the Northwest Baptist Foundation to find out how you can give to your favorite charity.


