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VIEWPOINT

For this, and more, we give God thanks

Randy Adams
Executive Director
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Gratitude fills my heart as I reflect
back to our annual meeting in mid-November and celebrate the Thanksgiving
and Christmas seasons. I trust your
heart, too, is filled with gratitude to our
faithful Father.
Concerning the cooperative ministry we enjoy together, rejoice that we
reached more people for Christ and the
baptismal waters stirred more frequently in our churches than in the previous
year. Pastors and churches face great
challenges, but our obedience to Christ
and labor for him is changing eternity
for thousands of people in the Northwest and the mission fields beyond.
Thank God for this!
Concerning the various people
groups living in the Northwest, in the
past year new work was started among
those speaking English, Nepali, Spanish, Mandarin, and Korean, joining
almost 30 different languages represented in our NWBC churches. By
working together, we have become the
most linguistically diverse convention of
churches in the Northwest.
In our annual meeting, we prayed for
Christian Phan, pastor of Agape Baptist
Church (Vietnamese) in Renton, WA,
and Raju Subedi, pastor of International
Church (Bhutanese) in Bearverton OR,
each of whom is the nationally elected
leader of their respective fellowship of
churches. It is an honor and a blessing to partner with such men. Among
our pastors are those who have led the
national Korean fellowship of churches,
the national Romanian fellowship of
churches, and the national Ukrainian
fellowship. Thank God for this!
In missions support through the Cooperative Program, we ended October
at 99.9 percent of budget through the
first ten months of 2015. With a strong
final two months we could make budget
for the first time since 1997. Thank you
for your sacrificial generosity to support missions through CP. In addition,
our Sylvia Wilson Mission Offering (also
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known as “Northwest Impact”) is up
over last year. You still have time to donate to Northwest Missions in support
of disaster relief, evangelism, church
planting and leadership development in
the Northwest. Thank God for this!
At our annual meeting we elected
outstanding new leaders. Steve Bryant,
a layman from Highland Baptist, Redmond, OR, was elected president. Matthew Savage, pastor of Journey Church,
Everett, WA, was elected first vicepresident. Josh Martin, worship pastor
of Resonate Church, Pullman, WA, was
elected second vice-president. I look
forward to working with these fine men.
Pastors Dale Jenkins, Bryan Toll, and
Frank Johnson each served two years
in the aforementioned offices, and
they each served us exceptionally well.
Thank God for this!
Regarding your NWBC staff, I am
grateful to report that David Gass will
join our staff February 1. You will learn
more about David and his family is
the next edition of the Witness, but I
wanted to mention him now so that you
will lift David and his family up in prayer.
Nora is his wife and Parker and Halley
are their two children. David will serve
in Regions 1 and 2 as a church health/
evangelism Catalyst. He will also assist
convention-wide with our East Asia
mission partnership.
For the past 13 years, David and his
family have served with the International
Mission Board in Asia. Some of you
have met him at the EA1Day events we
have done. David and Nora are two of
the returning missionaries that we have
been praying for as the IMB reduces
staff. David volunteered to leave the IMB
and join the NWBC. We thank God that
he led the Gass family to the Northwest.
They are moving from Taipei, Taiwan.
For these reasons, and many more,
we thank our heavenly Father. May God
richly bless each of you as you celebrate our Savior’s birth. It is a good day
to serve the Lord in the Northwest!
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Missions celebrated, encouraged at annual event
he hardest thing I’ve ever done was put my
princess on a plane for the mission field,”
said Jean Hughes, mother of a daughter
who serves with the International Mission Board on
behalf of Southern Baptists around the world. “It is a
calling for her. I surrendered to God’s call in my own
life at 18 years old and he allowed me to serve as a
journeyman overseas, but not for good.”
Hughes now ministers alongside her husband,
Stanley Hughes, where he is pastor at Richland (WA)
Baptist Church. She spoke at the recent Northwest
Women’s annual missions celebration in Portland,
OR, preceding the Northwest Baptist Convention
annual meeting. Their daughter works with a Muslim
people group and is one of only five foreigners in the
city of 350,000 people where she resides.
“She has taught me a lot about the sovereignty
of God,” Hughes stated. “I was almost jealous of her.
She gets on the bus and rides from one end of the
line to the other end to meet people and talks to
them until they open up.”
Another mother speaking to the gathered guests
was Bertha Sager of Hermiston, OR.
“Our daughter, son-in-law and six grandchildren
have been on the field for 11 years in Africa,” Sager
said. “They had already adopted two children from
Russia, but when our son felt the call to overseas
missions, it was a different atmosphere. He reminded
me that I taught him as a child that when you are in
the middle of God’s will, you will be safe -- but it took
me a while to get on board.”
Many of their IMB friends are retiring and coming home, Sager noted, due to a retirement incentive

recently offered by the International Mission Board,
amid a declining financial picture. “We must support
our missionaries through our fantastic mission organization. Our kids are now preparing to go to a new
place in Tanzania.”
The NWBC has accepted the challenge to support IMB missionaries in East Asia in a tangible way
by sending up to 200 Northwest volunteers to host
a conference in Thailand for all personnel and their
families from that massive region. Full age-graded
programming will be in place for all children and
youth at the conference, which has not been held for
the past six years.
Northwest team leaders have been named who
will train and guide volunteers at the conference.
They include Laurie and Dan Panter from Olympia, WA, preschool; Sara Eves from Redmond, OR,
children; Lance Logue, Gresham, OR, youth; Nancy
Hall, Beaverton, OR, adult ministries and NWBC staff
Sheila Allen, volunteer coordinator.
A brief business session was held at the mission celebration and guided by new NWBC woman’s
specialist Nancy Hall to elect Woman’s Missionary
Union officers. New officers include Pat Tiller of Creswell, OR, president, and Barbara Lowe of Yelm, WA,
recording secretary, as well as regional consultants
throughout the Northwest.
Participants at the mission celebration also heard
from current IMB missionaries and learned of a
Chinese church being planted in Beaverton, OR, by
Jessie Tang who is assisting her husband, Tom.
By Sheila Allen

NWBC THAILAND MISSION TRIP
DEPOSIT DEADLINES:

TEAM LEADERS:

$350 February 1, 2016
$350 April 1, 2016
Send to 3200 NE 109th Ave., Vancouver, WA 98682
Other costs include airfare and evening meals

Preschool – Laurie and Dan Panter
Children – Sara Eves
Youth – Lance Logue
Adult Ministries – Nancy Hall
Volunteer Coordinator – Sheila Allen

MANDATORY TRAINING:
April 23, 2016 – NW Baptist Center – Vancouver
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QUESTIONS? Email sheila@nwbaptist.org
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NWBC messengers elect officers,
funds 2016 mission efforts
dvancing the gospel “from neighborhoods
to nations” took center stage as Northwest
Baptist Convention messengers convened
Nov. 10-11 for their annual meeting in Portland,
highlighting the motive for adopting a $5,267,000
budget for the convention’s 2016 mission efforts,
electing a new slate of officers and adopting goals
for the convention’s regional mission offering.
The meeting drew 321 messengers and 72 visitors who registered representing 161 churches.
In one of the first actions, messengers approved
16 churches for NWBC affiliation. From Oregon
were Bridge City Baptist Church in Portland and Iglesia Vida Nueva in Boring. From Washington: Bethel
Church of Oak Harbor; Connections Church, Kitsap; Cornerstone Church, Kennewick; East Tacoma
Christian Fellowship; Emmanuel Bhutanese Church,
Kent; Federal Way Christ Church; JOY Church,
Olympia; Lifeway Church, Auburn; Living Word Bible
Church, Bellingham; New Story
Communities,
Renton; Project
Truth Community
Church, Vancouver; Redemption Church,
Mill Creek; and
Saesoon Baptist
Church, Mountlake Terrace.
Speakers
during the gathering included
Randy Adams,
NWBC executive
director, Dustin
Hall, pastor of
Kennewick (WA)

Baptist Church, Jeff Iorg, president of Golden Gate
Baptist Theological Seminary, Dale Jenkins, pastor of
Airway Heights (WA) Baptist Church and outgoing
NWBC president, and Frank Page, chief executive
officer of the Southern Baptist Convention Executive
Committee. (Go to YouTube.com/theNWBC to hear
messages from the various speakers.)
Worship leaders from various Resonate Church
sites in Washington and Idaho led musical portions
of the gathering.
The 2016 spending plan represents an increase
in the total budget of almost $169,000 over this
year’s budget.
It anticipates $2,777,000 in Cooperative Program
gifts from NWBC churches, an increase of $57,000
from the 2015 budget.
The percentage of the Cooperative Program
budget forwarded to the Southern Baptist Convention Executive Committee for disbursement to global
SBC causes will rise slightly to 27.255 percent. The
amount forwarded to SBC initiatives is expected to
increase from $741,000 by the end of this year to
$756,733 next year.
Partnership funding from the North American Mission Board for 2016 is $1,976,194. That reflects an
increase from the $1,891,010 in this year’s budget.
Partnership funding between NAMB and the NWBC
is spent largely on church planting and evangelism.
NWBC support of the Pacific Northwest Campus
of Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary remains the same at $100,000.
The $120,000 goal for the Sylvia Wilson Mission
Offering in 2016 – collected by most participating
NWBC churches each fall – is allocated for church
planting (50 percent), Contextualized Leadership Development (20 percent), disaster relief (10 percent),
Vacation Bible School (10 percent) and collegiate
work (10 percent).
Continued on Page 18
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Welcome mat out for
children, parents
reary mornings, filled with dampness seeping into every
crevice, just became brighter for preschoolers and their
parents in Albany, OR, as Calvary Baptist Church once again
opened its doors as an indoor park.
Three mornings a week from November through
April, dedicated volunteers set aside a morning to
bless their young neighbors with a warm, welcoming
place where children can play and adults can talk, according to Sally Whittington, the program’s director.
The church’s small gym makes a perfect place for
spirited youngsters to run, squeal and explore when
weather doesn’t allow for outdoor play.
“This is our tenth year for the park,” said Whittington. “Even though we are a smaller church with
predominantly older folks, we do a lot of ministry
that includes family events. We recently held
our annual harvest party and the gym was
set up with a midway and games where
children received tickets that they could
redeem for prizes and treats.”
The church notifies residents of the indoor
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park through newspaper advertisements, posters
around town, Craigslist posts, Facebook and word of
mouth for the city of 60,000.
“When I first got the idea, I was concerned about
insurance, but we found there was no additional
needed as long as there was a church member on
site,” Whittington said. “I am proud that none of the
families currently coming to the park are from our
own church.”
Pastor Dale Freeman supports the park along
with other outreach projects spearheaded by
church members.
“We want to get out beyond our walls,”
Freeman said. “The point for this ministry is for our church members to chat
with the moms and even grandparents
who bring the children. You get involved
in their lives. All of this gives people a
positive feeling of the church and think of
us as a safe, happy and enjoyable place.
We let them know it is because of our
relationship with the Lord.”
The morning sessions are
a good way to connect participants to other church
events, which include an
active Vacation Bible
School, an annual clothing giveaway and an
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ongoing cinema series the church hosts with evangelistic films.
“We have a lot of people that step up as the Lord
has given them a vision for a ministry and that gives
them passion,” Freeman said.
Whittington feels passionate about supporting
at-home parents.
“They sacrifice financially to be home with their
children,” Whittington said. “We also have the opportunity to hear about opportunities to minister to some
of those who bring their children here. The families
get close when needs come to light.”
One of those moms is Nicole May, whose family
experienced significant loss in recent years.
“I continue to come here because of the staff,”
May said. “They are so caring. My husband has PTSD
from time spent in the military, but had opened a
mechanic shop. Last year we lost our business when
the building burned down and we didn’t have insurance to rebuild, so we lost my husband’s way of
earning a living. Sally came by and gave us $200
even after the park closed last year. It showed me
how God is still at work, which is needed, because
we have seven children.”
May’s children and others attending the park can
drop in anytime between 10 until noon and find an
abundance of toys, climbing structures, balls and tricycles to enjoy. Parents are responsible for their own
children during open hours, bring their own snacks
and are allowed to schedule the gym for birthday
parties as needed.
“This is a ministry to us and my husband, Jim, is
the backbone who gets everything ready,” Whittington
said. “We set up and sanitize everything on Monday
and clean up on Friday in time for weekend church
events. Almost everything we use has been donated
but funds are certainly needed for heat and lights. We
open up rain or shine unless it’s a federal holiday.
“Many of our churches are missing a whole generation and that’s another reason to do this,” added
Whittington.
By Sheila Allen
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Shared space multiplies
gospel efforts

ather than seeing ethnic congregations
that share their facilities as an obligation,
members of First Baptist Church of Beaverton, OR, sees using their building as Great Commission opportunities, according to Norm Langston,
longtime FBC pastor.
“Before I came in 1988, the church already had
a Korean and a Spanish-speaking church meeting
here,” Langston said. “The success of it has to do
with who the mother church is and how open they
are to hosting and sponsoring ethnic works.”
Five ethnic churches currently call the Beaverton
location home and a natural relationship has been
built between the pastors.
“So much of it depends on who the ethnic pastor
is,” Langston stated. “The Korean church we originally had was so courteous and easy to work with,
so it lasted a long time. But they kept having church
splits which caused the church to dwindle. You need
to be prepared that they may not make it and realize
it’s a faith venture.
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“We had a lot of things happen that we didn’t
authorize or plan on paper,” Langston said. “We were
approached in 1995 about the possibility of a Hispanic Bible study meeting at our church. Without our
knowledge they arranged for a new pastor to come
from Texas on faith, and he and his family showed
up at our Wednesday night dinner. Sometimes God
doesn’t worry about what our plans are and now that
church is 20 years old and going strong.”
El Buen Pastor has partnered with First Baptist
for 20 years and is joined by Global Community
Church, a Korean congregation and International
Church Oregon, a Bhutanese body of believers. Most
recently a fledgling Chinese congregation started
meeting in a classroom, all meeting on Sundays.
Emmaus Road Community Church, a house church,
uses First Baptist space for offices. A parsonage
owned by the church is used by the pastor of El
Buen.
First Baptist folks have come to realize the many
people who have difficulty with English need the
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gospel in their heart language. But even speaking
the same language doesn’t prevent other issues,
including customs brought to the church from many
countries that share a native tongue.
“Expect some messiness along the way,” Langston predicted. “It helps a great deal if the ethnic pastor speaks English – otherwise they need to authorize someone to facilitate communications for them. I
view my role as one of encourager to the pastors.”
“We make financial arrangements for each church
on a case by case basis,” Langston added. “In some
ways financially we’d like to break even, but it is a
missions investment for the future in reaching our

the need for ethnic churches is obvious.
“Small things can loom large when you have
multiple groups, but good communication takes care
of a lot of it,” Langston said. “Something as simple
as sound equipment involves multiple settings and
training and can be a hassle, but they are really just
inconveniences. Good written agreements between
the churches are important, troubleshoot along the
way and take the agreement seriously.”
All six congregations joined for a facilities work
day one fall weekend and then combined for worship
services on Sunday.
“It was a lot of fun for us all to be together and
we gave each pastor five minutes to speak, with music pro“…It is a missions investment for the future in reaching
vided by different congregations
our area for Christ and we have to view it that way. The
and scripture readings in all five
building is a ministry resource and since we built a larger
languages. We were also able to
facility in 2002 we have more space to accommodate
share a brunch together, a mix
more groups simultaneously.”
and mingle time and prayer with
								Norm Langston
each one praying for a different
congregation from their own. It
area for Christ and we have to view it that way. The
made our First Baptist people newly aware of the
building is a ministry resource and since we built a
broader picture. I love each of these pastors and the
larger facility in 2002 we have more space to acfellowship of working together, which is a picture of
commodate more groups simultaneously.”
the kingdom of God.”
Combined ethnic groups in area schools now
outnumber Anglo children, according to Langston, so
By Sheila Allen
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2015 Northwest Baptist Convention
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Zac Minton relocated from Arkansas to Washington after first traveling to
Spokane to considering supporting church plants in the Northwest.

Churches shift locations
for better fit
or church planter Zac Minton, it was supposed to be “just” a vision tour to the Northwest to explore ways to support church planting from his home church in Arkansas.
“When I returned home from that trip, my mom
asked me when I was going and I reminded her that
I was just a partner to see churches started,” Minton
said. But it marked another turning point in his life.
Minton had already overcome a lifetime of difficulties before committing his life to Christ as a young man.
“My father was never in my life and my mom had
a drug addiction she never overcame before committing suicide when I was 13 years old,” Minton said.
“My grandparents adopted me and my dad, who was
a preacher, molded me to who I am today. But I still
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didn’t turn my life fully to Christ until after I married
at age 18 and messed that up badly. After I became
broken before God, my wife, Nichole and I started
talking again and he mended us.”
A career as an electrician allowed Minton to
begin preaching and attend seminary and he saw
success in the churches he led in Arkansas, where
he first met Stephan Ward, now pastor of Pinnacle
Church in Spokane, WA.
“The Arkansas Baptist Convention asked Pleasant Hill Baptist Church where I was pastor about
partnering with church plants and my church was
hungry for missions,” Minton said. “I flew to Seattle
and Spokane in 2013 and God really started dealing
with me. I began the assessment process with the
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Four-year-old Isaac Minton prays on the site of a new church that
began meeting October 4. His dad, Zac Minton, is the pastor.

The Rock congregation meets at alternate times with Valley View Baptist Church, who allowed the new church to remodel the existing facility.

North American Mission Board and was struck by an
Annie Armstrong Easter Offering statement about
the need for those willing to go and start churches.”
After praying and considering it with Nichole, the
Mintons initially journeyed during her 8th month of
pregnancy to the college town of Cheney, WA, to
join the multiplying Pinnacle Network of churches.
Daughter Lillian joined brother Isaac one month after
arriving. Three churches and 26 Arkansas families
have rallied financially around the young family to
make an impact in Eastern Washington.
After months of work, it became clear to everyone involved that a more effective church plant in
Cheney should come from Resonate Church, which
has started collegiate churches on several Northwest
campuses.
“I talked with Keith Weiser, pastor of Resonate
and NWBC church planting catalyst,” Minton noted.
“He had helped us greatly already and told me we
were on the right track with our efforts. But then
Richard Kirk, NWBC church health consultant, re-

ceived a call from Barry Sherwood, pastor of Valley
View Baptist Church in Spokane Valley. They wanted
to reach the community but realized they weren’t up
to the task. ”
With kingdom goals in mind, Minton led his core
group to relocate to the shared Valley View facility,
and Resonate Church, which first began in Pullman,
WA, prepared on short notice to launch a Resonate site in Cheney. Both congregations have since
started strong.
“We passed the baton to them and had 14 people
on our team for our new church called The Rock.
Four people from Pinnacle have joined with us and
we began with a family fun day by putting out signs
and door hangers – and over 100 came. Everyone
involved is under 30 years old.”
The Valley View church has blessed the new congregation by letting them remodel the 1970s facility,
landscape the grounds and clear out unused basement space for children’s classes.
Continued on Page 18
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Overseas partnership trip
culminates in baptisms
olunteers from central
Washington developed
a partnership with
Kenyan students and
saw 28 people baptized when
they traveled out of North America earlier this year to share the
gospel with an unreached people
group in Sub-Saharan Africa.
“Looking back it was just, it
was awesome,” said Kevin Melone, one of the volunteers. “It
was physically challenging. It was

mentally challenging. Man, it was
awesome how God just gave us
the strength to do it.”
Melone traveled with David
Wells, associate pastor of Terrace Heights Baptist Church in
Yakima, WA, to partner with Chad
Pumpelly, former church member
and IMB’s student ministry leader
in Nairobi, Kenya.
Pumpelly invited the pair over
to share Christ in West Pokot,
plant new churches, encourage

in Moxee, WA, was overwhelmed
to see the river baptisms.
“The closest thing I could picture would be people lining up to
John the Baptist at the river to be
baptized. It was awesome! It was
raw and just great to see –– like
my whole church getting baptized
at once,” he said.
Within the last year, 120
people have come to Christ and
four churches have been planted.
Wells and Melone are excited to

the four existing pastors in the
region and help train students
from University of Nairobi who
are catching the vision for church
planting among unreached people
groups in Africa.
“I think the ultimate goal of the
trip was to just really be hands-on
funders and catalysts and evangelists all in one,” Wells said.
In five days the team of volunteers and students saw 15 people
profess faith in Christ and 28
baptized. Melone, who works with
The River Church, a church plant

be a part of that and to help bring
the Nairobi students alongside as
missionaries-in-training.
“We are just one step in that
process of evangelizing and getting to see God work by giving
the students from University of
Nairobi the opportunity to both
translate and specifically share
the gospel,” said Wells, who saw
firsthand how monies raised for
his and Melone’s trip were also
used to give the students the opportunity to participate.
Continued on Page 19
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Sean and Tina Snyder have relocated with their four children from Tennessee to Medford, OR, to carry on the mission of a
legacy church. The effort is designed to revitalize churches in decline through recruiting church planters or younger pastors to the
congregations at risk.

Church leaves legacy for
those yet to come
hen Sean Snyder moved from his Post Falls, ID, home, he never
intended to stay away from the Northwest.
“We had our first baby in Idaho and left soon after for Memphis,” said Snyder, who recently relocated to Medford, OR. “I served there as
associate pastor for nine years, but a lot of my plans didn’t work out. I never
meant to stay, for while I received good training there, I felt kind of guilty
with so many churches there.”
Now Snyder his wife, Tina, and their four children
have transitioned to a new role as a “legacy church
planter,” through a partnership of the Northwest
Baptist Convention and the North American Mission
Board. The effort is designed to revitalize churches in
decline through recruiting church planters or younger
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pastors to the congregations at risk.
“One year ago my dad died, we had our last baby
-- we just had unrest and I felt our heart moving
west,” Snyder said. “I saw a legacy replant article and
was eventually directed to some guys in Portland.
While there were no legacy church plants available
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there, we were put in touch with the work in Med“The church having a building brought us peace,”
ford. I originally never saw myself as a church planter,
Snyder said. “It’s in great shape and it sets the bar
but I know I can help people see the possibility of
high for us. We are part of a great team, which
replanting a church – like seeds.”
includes Ron Allen, the NWBC church planting
Snyder went through an assessment process with
catalyst in Region 4. He is from our area and knows
NAMB and the NWBC and read about the church in
the people we are dealing with and has been a GodMedford entering
send.”
a legacy planting
The family is
“While
we
have
let
Waters
of
Life
Baptist
process.
getting to know
die,
we
are
going
to
champion
what
we
will
“Waters of Life
the community by
do in the future and see if others will join
Baptist Church was
enjoying its natural
us. Churches can lose focus on the gospel,
an older congregabeauty and enrollbut they gave this property by faith, we’re
tion that enjoyed
ing their children
broken together and all our cards are on the
many years of
in public school.
table. There is no going back.”
success as they
Snyder has signed
built facilities and
on to coach flag
Sean Snyder
reached people for
football as an easy
Jesus in our commethod to connect
munity,” stated Sullivan. “As the community around
with other families in Medford, while Tina volunteers
them shifted, they came to recognize the need to
at the school.
make some major adjustments to reach our com“We want to be a church that starts churches in
munity and refocus our efforts on the gospel. The 11
a place where the spiritual climate is dark,” Snyder
people left in the congregation have celebrated who
added. “There is a drug culture present that leads to
they were and given this to God.”
a sense of hopelessness. We hope to restart public
With 70,000 people in Medford and 200,000 in
services in the spring at Easter.”
the Rogue River Valley, it is a field ripe for the gospel.
Those who wish to partner with the Snyders or
“While we have let Waters of Life Baptist die, we
other church planting teams in the Northwest may
are going to champion what we will do in the future
contact NWBC church planting director Gary Irby at
and see if others will join us,” Snyder noted. “The
garyirby@aol.com.
community changed around them and the church did
By Sheila Allen
not. Churches can lose focus on the gospel, but they
gave this property by faith, we’re
broken together and all our cards
are on the table. We burned all our
bridges in Memphis, there is no
going back.”
Their home church in Tennessee, Macon Road Baptist Church,
has become their sending church
and an important partner with
them by giving financial assistance, along with other individuals,
NAMB and the NWBC.
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2015 Northwest Baptist Convention
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Church planters given
tools for success
asic training is known through military
circles as an intense, yet critical part of
preparing soldiers to serve their country.
Likewise, basic training for church planters has become foundational to success for those preparing to
serve their communities in the Northwest.
A four-day church planting basic training event
was held October 13-16 in Vancouver, WA, at the
Northwest Baptist Center, a conference usually
hosted since 1998 in the Seattle metro area.
Gathered at the conference were a plethora of
ethnic groups, including Mandarin-speaking Chinese,
Bhutanese, Korean, Hispanic, Anglo, as well as urban
dwellers, suburbanites and those representing rural
church starts.
Participants included single staff pastors, church
planting couples and a team of leaders seeking to
gain traction in launching a new church.
“This training doesn’t exist to help you plant a
church, but train you to think through, identify and
clarify how you plan for your church,” said conference
facilitator Tim Corbin, a former Seattle church planter
now serving as a church planting leader in British
Columbia. “This training will help you know what
questions to ask and an opportunity for you to hear
what God has for you.”
Current trends in church planting are seeking to
begin new churches that are multiplying congregations.
“You are standing on the shoulders of incredible
people to begin this work,” Corbin told participants.
“People who don’t believe in God are not enemies,
although we are re-taking enemy territory. Prayer is a
critical role and indispensible in planting a new church.”
Conference attendees were challenged to pray
diligently with their spouses and family members and
to develop an intercessory prayer team, which develops into a praying church, according to Corbin.
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“Whatever you want at the end, build in at the
beginning,” Corbin said. “Vision is also foundational
to the strategic planning process and promotes unity.
Own the vision God has given you and share it until it
becomes shared by others.”
Weighty topics at the conference included sessions on core values, developing a comprehensive
strategy, fundraising partnerships and a plan for
gathering people were just a few of the matters put
before participants.
“Basic training is not just a training session but a
system to develop strategy for church planting,” said
Gary Irby, church planting director for the Northwest
Baptist Convention. “We deal with the vision of what
the church will become to the very practical steps of
how things develop in sequential order. We want to
get new church planters to this conference as early
in the process as they can. Most are new on the
field, and it is part of the required process to receiving financial assistance from the NWBC.”
Prior to basic training, those being considered
as NWBC church planters go through assessments
that include identifying personality types, background
checks and other batteries that guide leaders to determine if the candidate should be funded as church
planters.
“New church planters must sign a covenant with
us that includes supporting the Cooperative Program,
attending the NWBC annual meeting and church
planter retreats,” noted Irby. “The takeaway from this
conference is a comprehensive plan that gives them
a working strategy for their individual ministry setting.
It is an intense week and some come back a second
time for a refresher.”
Tim Moore is one such person who is back in the
Northwest planting a church for the second time,
now seeking to form a system of cowboy churches

Northwest Baptist Convention NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2015

in Washington’s Skagit Valley.
“We use common cause groups, meaning we
start small groups centered around meeting needs of
things that are already happening in the community,”
said Moore. “We put our ear to the ground to find out
what is going on in the community and where they
might need help. We went to school principals and
told them we wanted to demonstrate our Christian
values and asked what projects they had that were
not funded. When they asked what the catch it, we
were able to share our reason for serving.”
Basic training session leader Kevin Cox encouraged church planters to intentionally put themselves
in places where people are.
“When you are new to an area, it is harder than
it sounds but when you force yourself out there, you
can then begin the process of building relationships,”
Cox stated. “When we are vulnerable and show what
we are about, people open up.”
Access to more information about the church
planting process can be found at nwbaptistplanting.
com website.

Church apprentices Jacob and Joan Zhang develop a
church planting strategy while attending the NWBC
basic training for church planters in Vancouver, WA.

By Sheila Allen
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Continued from Page 5

Totals for the regional offering – using the theme
“Northwest Impact” -- have fluctuated in recent
years and fallen shy of annual goals: $87,470 in
2014 with a goal of $110,000; 102,275 in 2013
with a goal of $140,000; 99,307 in 2012 with a
goal of $140,000; 101,792 in 2011 with a goal
of $120,000; and 117,767 in 2010 with a goal of
$120,000. NWBC leaders have expressed optimism
about totals for this year’s offering, still being collected through the end of the year.

In other business, messengers:
Approved a slate of nominees for the NWBC
executive board, the Northwest Baptist Foundation
board of directors and various convention committees.
Adopted 13 resolutions speaking to a variety of
cultural and ministry issues.
Adopted a 2017 calendar of convention ministry
events and projects.

Continued from Page 11

to come. The enemy was pounding us and he took a
huge chance on us.”
The Pinnacle Network has more men, newer Christians, in the pipeline who could lead in the future, but
Ward and Minton hold them all with an open hand.
“Studies have shown that people in ministry are
some of the most lonely, insulated and potentially
unhealthy people around,” Ward said. “Our method
gives a church planter a built-in family with emotional, spiritual and financial support. We gain that at
staff meetings, by praying together, goal-setting and
true care. Zac is now able to come in and focus on
people and team building instead of administrative
stuff. We have added Jeremy Salazar recently, who is
starting a Native American church.”
Pinnacle Church has also moved to a shared facility with Crestline Baptist Church, another financial
blessing.
“We have benefitted through training and consulting with the NWBC staff, which includes Richard Kirk,”
Ward added. “That alone would cost thousands of
dollars. The pastor cluster meetings (a leadership development ministry sponsored by the NWBC’s evangelism and church health office) are also a big benefit.
The Inland Empire Baptist Association has given our
network over $15,000 in the last three years. David
Stapp, pastor of Deer Park Baptist Church, has been
a champion for us even before we moved here. There
has been support for us on so many levels.”

As a second component of the Pinnacle Network
of churches, the congregations share equipment,
administrative staff and a common vision. Ward and
Minton meet weekly to brainstorm for weekly sermon
series and tape the sermons ahead of Sunday to
share online for those who can’t attend.
“We have found our niche here and it really
blessed me that Resonate had 371 people attend
on their launch day,” Minton said. “It was a big risk
for us and Resonate and some of our group stayed
with them. We don’t see things as ours, but for the
kingdom and it is better, but takes a lot of humility.
We started a small group and are already getting
ready to multiply.”
The vision for the Pinnacle Church Planting Network is similar to the church planting system in the
Seattle area pioneered by NWBC church planting
director Gary Irby.
“We hope to engineer a hybrid of a church plant
and campus model and are looking for opportunities
to multiply, which we have done with The Rock,” Ward
remarked. “It’s a beautiful picture and not about turf.
Some things we’ve learned the hard way. We share
equipment, a website, insurance, small group curriculum and the administrative abilities of Brad Guest,
who makes what we do possible.”
Still, the road has not been easy, according to
Ward. “We’ve had staff leave because of the direction
we are going, medical problems in my family and I
was honest with Zac about that as he was preparing
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By Cameron Crabtree
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By Sheila Allen

Continued from Page 13

Church leaders in West Pokot want to see at
least 80 more churches in the next five years, so
they are praying for a good partnership between
Southern Baptist volunteers and students like the
one attained on this trip. Melone has cast the vision
eagerly in his church.
“I would like to return [to Kenya], and I don’t want
to return alone,” Melone said. “I think this would be
a great opportunity for our church to, over several
years, do mission trips like this.”
Wells, too, wants to challenge his congregation to
take the next step in reaching the lost.
“Is everything I’m doing, that I have to offer, being most effectively used for the glory of God in
his kingdom expansion? That’s a question that we
should all ask ourselves,” he said.
(Nicole Lee is a writer for IMB based in Europe.)

Overall named new president
he Northwest Baptist Foundation has unanimously elected Clint Overall, part of the Foundation staff since 1998, as president. Overall
succeeds Thomas Hixson, who resigned earlier this
year to join the executive staff of Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary.
Overall began duties as president November
1, overseeing an agency with about $42 million in
funds under management. Its loan portfolio includes
43 loans to churches having an
outstanding balance of more than
$11 million.
Prior to his election to the new
post, Overall had primary roles as an
estate planning officer and as legal
counsel.
He received his Certified Financial Planning from
the College of Financial Planning based in Greenwood, CO, in 2005 and the Juris Doctor from the
University of Idaho in Moscow in 1995. He earned
his bachelor of science in 1991 from Lewis and
Clark State College in Lewiston, ID.
Before joining the Foundation staff, Overall
worked for Bank of America, Idaho Legal Aid Services and the United States Forest Service.

Want to share your faith in a more
natural way? Want to learn how
to build relationships with people for
Christ? Learn how in this
practical one-day workshop
designed to help you connect
people’s stories to God’s story.
LEADER:

Margaret Slusher is President of Lead Plus, a
coaching and training organization. She has
served with Leadership Network and was the
Director of Equipping Initiatives for the North
American Mission Board.

DATES|LOCATIONS|9:00AM-4:00PM
• March 8, 2016
Dishman Baptist Church, Spokane, WA
• March 9, 2016
Richland Baptist Church, Richland, WA
• March 10, 2016
FBC of Lakewood, Lakewood, WA
• March 11, 2016
CrossPointe Church, Bothell, WA
• March 12, 2016
Calvary Baptist Church, Burlington, WA
• March 14, 2016
Northwest Baptist Center, Vancouver, WA
• March 15, 2016
Trinity Church, Central Point, OR
• March 16, 2016
Fairfield Baptist Church, Eugene, OR

COST:

$25 per person

REGISTER:

www.nwbaptist.org/nwbc-ministries/leadership-development/story-witnessing-workshops/

INFORMATION:

Contact Joe Flegal at joef@nwbaptist.org 19
or
360.882.2121
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Cooperative Program Giving
The Cooperative Program enables me to partner with more than 45,000 churches to make Christ known . . . at home, across the nation, and around the world.

Region 4

Region 1
YTD-15
Auburn-Iglesia Hisp LifeWay 119
Auburn-Lifeway Ch Auburn
400
Auburn-Auburn Celebration 2,693
Auburn-Reliance
2,795
Auburn-Veritas
830
Bellevue-Essential
8,282
Bellevue-Well Commun
2,969
Bellevue-Lake Hills
3,383
Bellevue-Leaven Church
2,925
Bellingham-Fil-Am
600
Bellingham-God’s Chosen
204
Blk Diamond-Chap Wood
5,239
Bonney Lake-Church Club 1 250
Bothell-Ekklesia
9,804
Bothell-Living Spring
486
Bothell-CrossPointe
12,646
Bothell-Iglesia Cristiana
819
Bothell-Queensgate
1,000
Bothell-Tabern de Dios
69
Burlington-Calvary
10,800
Clear Lake-FBC
600
Darrington-Mt View
2,091
Des Moines-The Mountain
303
Edmonds-Asian Intnl
50
Edmonds-North Seattle
100
Edmonds-One In Christ
300
Edmonds-Rock of Hope
7,463
Enumclaw-FBC
1,590
Everett-Redemption Ch
3,898
Everett-The Journey
15,288
Everett-Bethlehem Korean
100
Everett-Faith Internatl
300
Everett-Greater Trinity
75
Everett-Pinehurst
4,738
Everett-S Everett Comm
6,300
Everett-Silver Lake
1,740
Fed Way- Bethel
1,000
Fed Way-Compass Christian 2,000
Fed Way-First Ukranian
1,000
Fed Way-Antioch Korean
850
Fed Way-FBC
450
Fed Way-Korean-Amer
9,946

YTD-15
Fed Way-Lifeway
2,500
Fed Way-Light Church
1,459
Fed Way-Nine Lakes
1,259
Fed Way-Seattle Fellowship 590
Hamilton-FBC
12,486
Issaquah-Foothills
23,050
Kenmore-Landing Church 6,907
Kenmore-Disciple Making
750
Kent-Chin-Burmese
300
Kent-International Christian
450
Kent-Sequoia
12,785
Kirkland- Bridge Church
1,584
Lake Forest-All Nations
3,000
Lakewood-Emmaus
500
Lakewood-FBC
46,749
Lakewood-Trinity
900
Lynden-La Vid Verdadera
736
Lynnwood-EagleWing
184
Lynnwood-Global Mission
450
Lynnwood-Healing
98
Lynnwood-Japanese
764
Lynnwood-LifePoint
1,248
Lynnwood-Martha Lk Baptist10,094
Lynnwood-ONE Church
632
Lynnwood-Seattle Bridge
2,946
Lynnwood-Slavic of Seattle
200
Lynwood-Providence
1,000
Maple Falls-Mt. Baker
666
Maple Valley-Hope
30,417
Marysville-Emmanuel
4,067
Mill Creek-Adullam
918
Monroe-Casa de Paz
854
Monroe-FBC
24,054
Mount Vernon-Christian
36
Mount Vernon-Trinity
4,162
Oak Harbor-Christian Fellow 487
Oak Harbor-Southern
6,320
Puyallup-High Pointe
23,428
Puyallup-South Hill
1,469
Puyallup-Sunrise
24,602
Puyallup-Washington Mission 343
Redmond-FBC of Rose Hill 8,508

YTD-15
Redmond-Meadowbrook 45,820
Redmond-Passion Church
172
Renton-Church of Beloved 10,896
Renton-Calvary
17,376
Renton-Iglesia Vida
1,400
Renton-Imago Dei
825
Renton-Sarang
300
Renton-Trinity
4,000
Roy-Nisqually Valley
3,546
Sammamish-21st Century 1,072
SeaTac-Riverton Heights
50
Seattle-Ethiopian Intl
100
Seattle-Mojdeh
280
Seattle-The Commons
1,050
Seattle-The Hallows
20,630
Seattle--Vona
1,154
Seattle-Chinese Southern 19,408
Seattle-Epic Life
2,094
Seattle-FBC Beverly Pk
3,479
Seattle-Grace Fellowship
246
Seattle-Roots Community
48
Seattle-Thien An
3,000
Sedro Woolley-Skagit
1,000
Sedro Woolley-Valley
3,402
Snohomish-Bridge
3,374
Snohomish-BridgeCity
3,938
Snoqualmie-Lifepointe
980
Sultan-FBC
1,705
Tacoma-The Pathway
3,892
Tacoma-Filipino Inter
1,155
Tacoma-Highland Hill
2,007
Tacoma-Japanese Intl
4,703
Tacoma-New Beginnings
174
Tacoma-New Hope
205
Tacoma-Parkland
2,502
Tacoma-Tacoma FBC
65,000
Tacoma-VMCM
360
Woodinville-Northcreek
1,000
Yelm-First
4,330
Yelm-Ignite Church
3,478
Total:
630,601

Region 2
YTD-15
Bremerton-Kitsap Lake
15,680
Bremerton-Sonshine
6,434
Castle Rock-FBC
5,406
Chehalis-Dayspring
9,531
Dryad-Community
3,098
Elma-Bethany
2,232
Forks-FBC
12,516
Kalama-Kalama
8,037
Kelso-East Kelso
1,328
Lacey-FBC
10,796
Lacey-New Zion
1,000
Longview-Beacon Hill
3,658
Longview-Columbia Hghts 1,570

Longview-FBC
Longview-Highlands
Longview-La Iglasia
Longview-Robert Gray
Longview-Valley
Morton-Reconciled
Ocean Shores-Faith Com
Olympia-Illuminate
Olympia-Joy
Olympia-McKenzie Road
Olympia-Vietnamese
Port Angeles-Hillcrest
Port Hadlock-Oak Bay

YTD-15
52,179
852
419
13,453
24,770
3,862
125
122
255
23,501
200
7,028
2,235

Port Orchard-Evergreen
Port Orchard-FBC
Port Townsend-San Juan
Rainier-Delena
Scapoose-New Life
Scappoose-Creekside
Sequim-FBC
Silverdale-Clear Creek
Silverdale-Connections
Silverdale-Kitsap Christian
Toledo-FBC
Tumwate-The Canvas
Vaughn-Key Peninsula
Total:

YTD-15
1,688
11,812
13,594
747
1,800
2,115
7,036
1,912
87
450
22,063
220
1,718
275,527

Region 3
YTD-15
Battle Ground-Comm
909
Beavercreek-NW Contexture 4,533
Beaverton-FBC
18,252
Beaverton-Global
300
Beaverton-Iglesia Bautista 4,273
Beaverton-Intl Church OR
100
Bethany-Redeeming Grace
50
Bingen-FBC
975
Boring-Orient Drive
4,346
Boring-Iglesia Vida Nueva
659
Camas-Lacamas Heights
1,855
Canby-Bethel
201
Estacada-Clackamas Vly
1,153
Forest Grove-Fellowship
1,870
Forest Grove-The Crossing 1,398
Goldendale-Columbus Ave 11,071
Gresham-Grtr Gresham
79,338
Gresham-Punto de Gracia 2,005
Happy Valley-Trinity
10,142
Hillsboro-New Life
3,813
Hillsboro-Oregon
200
Hood River-Tucker Road
3,316
Klickitat-Klickitat Valley
1,495

YTD-15
Lake Oswego-Lake Bible
200
McMinnville-Valley
19,762
McMinnville-Grace
1,756
Mt Hood Parkdale-Parkdale 1,963
Newberg-Chehalem Valley 20,286
Odell-FBC
1,255
Oregon City-Catalyst
2,804
Prtld-Flavel Street
450
Prtld-Antioch Christian
1,700
Prtld-Bridge City
385
Prtld-Burnside
285
Prtld-Holgate
3,380
Prtld-Kaleo Communities
120
Prtld-Korean Logos
2,200
Prtld-Mien Fellowship
673
Prtld-Mill Park
6,921
Prtld-New Harvest
1,603
Prtld-New Life
715
Prtld-Peninsula
300
Prtld-Renaissance
287
Prtld-Romanian
600
Prtld-Solid Rock
3,785
Prtld-Vietnamese Revival
879

YTD-15
Remedy City Church
1,445
Ridgefield-Discovery Pointe 4,591
Rufus-Bapt Ch at Rufus
1,487
The Dalles-Emmanuel
3,410
Tigard-Hall Blvd
10,802
Tigard-Japanese Intnl
2,900
Tigard-Jusarang
440
Tigard-Nema Oregon
177
Tillamook-Life Change
3,233
Vancouver-Revival
1,050
Vancouver-Ukrainian
250
Vancouver-CrossPointe
26,376
Vancouver-Evergreen
1,869
Vancouver-First Slavic
1,650
Vancouver-Fourth Plain
760
Vancouver-Grace
1,186
Vancouver-Northside
200
Vancouver-Song of Hope
800
Vancouver-Trinity
6,677
Vancouver-Vietnamese
400
West Linn-NW Contexture
210
Wilsonville-Creekside
5,596
Total:
300,070

YTD-15
Albany-Calvary
931
Bend-Grace
200
Bend-Summit Community
696
Corvallis-Branch
2,852
Corvallis-Grant Avenue
27,601
Cottage Grove-Calvary
2,349
Creswell-New Hope
20,357
Dallas-FBC
2,242
Dexter-Dexter Baptist
1,410
Dorris-FBC
2,586
Drain-FBC
250
Eugene-Fairfield
14,896
Eugene-Harvest Comm
18,833
Eugene-Japanese
192
Eugene-Riviera
6,711
Florence-FBC
14,884
Glendale-Glendale
6,126
Gold Beach-Sixth Street
2,754
Gold Hill-Lampman Road
1,024
Grants Pass-College Hghts 1,641
Grants Pass-Dayspring
1,794
Grants Pass-River Valley
3,194
K Falls-Ch of Homedale
11,578
Keizer-Cristiana Renuevo
1,554
La Pine-Whispering Pines 1,833
Lakeview-Trinity
3,627
Lebanon-Trinity
6,146
Lincoln City-Pacific
2,222
Madras-FBC
3,876
Medford-Lozier Lane
2,601

YTD-15
Medford-New Horizon
1,500
Medford-Waters Life
1,111
Monmouth-Central
2,420
Newport-Calvary
2,426
North Bend-FBC
5,810
Phoenix-FBC
5,052
Prineville-Calvary
5,861
Prospect-Prospect
212
Redmond-Highland
86,879
Redmond-Rodehouse
900
Reedsport-Highlands
1,006
Rogue River-Grace
7,763
Roseburg-Bethany
90
Roseburg-Faith & Reason
685
Roseburg-Vine Street
13,276
Salem-Capital
22,699
Salem-Skyline
1,016
Siletz-Sacred Ground
1,132
Springfield-East Side
3,188
Springfield-Trinity
10,433
Sweet Home-FBC
1,451
Terrebonne-Smith Rock
1,750
Toledo-FBC
3,336
Waldport-FBC
850
Warm Springs-Warm Sprgs 2,645
White City-Trinity
2,702
Winston-Community
8,734
Yachats-Yachats
1,947
Total:
363,830

Region 5
YTD-15
Airway Hts-Airway Hts
15,803
Athol-Athol
12,546
Benton City-FBC
2,357
Bonners Ferry-Boundary
402
Brewster-Calvary
4,267
Burbank-Trinity
600
Cashmere-Evergreen
2,845
Cheney-Fellowship
2,803
Clarkston-Sonrise
4,727
Clarkston-Trinity
667
Coeur d’Alene-Emmanuel 11,447
Coulee City-Cowboy
1,128
Dayton-Faith Chapel
270
Deer Park-FBC
12,580
E Wenatchee-Eastmont
45,413
Ellensburg-Chestnut St
13,613
Ephrata-Redeeming Grace
175
Grandview-Valley Life
300
Greenacres-Greenacres
17,058
Harrison-Community
4,500
Heppner-Willow Creek
3,529
Hermiston-Grace
1,924
Hermiston-New Beginnings 2,169
Ione-Ione
5,045
Kellogg-FBC
1,142
Kennewick-Kennewick
62,824
Kennewick-Cornerstone
2,166
Kennewick-Crossview
2,000
Kennewick-Finley First
1,400
Kennewick-Hillview
5,611
Kennewick-Quinault
5,916
La Grande-The Way
3,197
La Grande-Trinity
1,112
Leavenworth-FBC
8,267
Lewiston-Orchards
9,056
Lewiston-Tammany
24,348
Loon Lake- Mtn Lake Fellow 1,009
Mead-Crossover
1,350
Medical Lake-Medical Lk
1,165
Mesa-Basin City
426
Moscow-Trinity
630
Moses Lake-Emmanuel
4,337
Newport-Newport So
5,460
Northport-FBC
867
Oakesdale-FBC
1,765
Orofino-FBC
258
Othello-Pine Street
727

YTD-15
Pasco-Crossview
2,084
Pasco-Emmanuel
4,012
Pasco-International
743
Paterson-Community
2,244
Pendleton-Pendleton
5,180
Pierce-Mountain View
484
Pilot Rock-Pilot Rock
6,097
Prosser-Calvary
2,294
Pullman-Emmanuel
30,150
Pullman-Grace and Glory
1,149
Pullman-Resonate
15,673
Quincy-Iglesia Nueva Vida
550
Rathdrum-New Beg
2,367
Rice-Victory
996
Richland-Reata Sprgs
17,934
Richland-Richland
166,426
Richland-Richland Hghts
3,079
Spirit Lake-Spirit Lake
2,746
Spokane Valley-Dishman 12,176
Spokane Valley-East Valley 3,691
Spokane Valley-Valleypoint 2,750
Spokane-Crestline
1,907
Spokane-Driscoll Blvd
1,800
Spokane-Inland
684
Spokane-North Addison
6,944
Spokane-Pinnacle
5,766
Spokane-River City
538
Spokane-Springhill Bible
2,348
Spokane-Windsor
5,871
St Maries-College Ave
929
Sunnyside-Trinity
1,180
Toppenish-Watering Hole
498
Umatilla-Primera Igl
300
Union Gap-FBC
3,241
W Richland-Grace&Truth
6,505
W Richland-Reliance Fellow 5,819
Walla Walla-Blue Mt
3,897
Walla Walla-CenterPointe
1,250
Wapato-FBC
585
Warden-First
600
Wenatchee-Valley
4,500
Yakima-Terrace Hghts
10,606
Yakima-The Cross
10,299
Yakima-The River
2,053
Zillah-Mtn View
2,373
Total:
674,518

January-October Grand Total 2,245,945
Year-to-Date Budget vs Actual Comparison
Budget
Actual
Variance
2,249,231
2,245,945
-3,286

Report only includes churches that have contributed through the Northwest Baptist Convention in 2015.
A full report of all NWBC churches is available at www.gonbw.org/cp/
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Staffing changes in works for NWBC employees
he North American Mission Board could
expand its church planting role directly in the
Northwest next year when two jointly-funded Northwest Baptist Convention employees in the
Portland and Seattle metro areas become full-time
employees for the national Southern Baptist agency.
Clay Holcomb and Ron Shepard will leave the
NWBC staff at the end of the year to become fulltime NAMB “Send City” missionaries, according to
Randy Adams, NWBC executive director. They have
served part-time for NAMB in those roles – Holcomb
in Portland and Shepard in Seattle – while also serving as NWBC church planting catalysts and regional
team leaders.
“Although Ron and Clay will no longer be NWBC
staff, we will continue to work closely with each of
them,” said Adams, noting the convention and the
SBC agency will continue working in partnership in
the two urban centers. “They are our friends and colaborers in Christ, and each is committed to reaching
people for Christ in the Northwest. We will miss hav-

ing them on our staff, but they remain a major a part
of the team in our two Send Cities.”
Over the last several years, NAMB has focused
its church planting attention on 32 “Send Cities” and
urban areas across the United States. The efforts involve recruitment of church planters to the cities and
developing partnerships with other churches to send
financial aid and volunteers to the areas to assist in
the new work.
NAMB provides a significant portion of the
NWBC’s annual budget, an anticipated $1,976,000
in 2016. Besides salary assistance for church planters, NAMB funds also support 11 jointly-funded
church planting catalyst positions in next year’s
NWBC budget, two of which are unfilled.
Besides Holcomb, two NWBC staff members
work closely with churches in the Portland metro
area: Wes Hughes and Danny Kuykendall. NWBC
staff members working with churches in the Seattle
metro area are Timothy Howe and Gary Irby. Irby also
serves as the NWBC’s church planting director.

COST:
$125 Couple, $75 Single
Information & Registration:

www.nwbaptist.org/event/oasis-2016/

LEADERS:

Randy & Paula Adams
Randy is the Executive Director of
the Northwest Baptist Convention.

Oasis is a retreat designed to equip and refresh
pastors, vocational church staff, and spouses for
increased ministry impact.

MAY 23-25, 2016 | SEASIDE,
OR
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER
2015

Josh Martin
Josh is the Worship Arts Pastor at
21 WA.
Northwest
Baptist
Convention
Resonate
Church
in Pullman,

THE WORSHIP CLASS RETURNS
January 12-15, 2016
Stuart Sheehan, president of World Hope Ministries International (www.whmi.org) will teach Worship and Music in the Faith
Community. Pastor Dustin Hall loves this course so much he
returns as an auditor to review the material. The main text is Dr.
Sheehan’s own book, Worship from the Ground Up: Biblical and
Historical Lessons, a theological survey of the history of worship
from Old Testament times to the present day.

Call our office if you would like to audit for $100

SPRING 2016 COURSE SCHEDULE

Among the 18 credits offered in the spring 2016 semester, the following may interest auditors:
•
•
•
•

Administration and Church Growth (Joe Flegal)		
Mondays (1:30 to 3:45)
Christian Apologetics (David Johnson)				
Mondays (4 to 5:50)
New Testament Introduction II (Mike Kuykendall)		
Monday evenings (6:30 to 9:20)
Introduction to Missions (Don Dent)				
Mar 3-5 and Mar 31-Apr 2
Dr. Dent is a 30 year missionary to Asia and the director of Golden Gate’s Kim School
of Global Missions.

KEY SPRING DATES
Dec. 15, 2015
Jan. 25, 2016
Feb. 1, 2016
May 16, 2016

Priority application deadline
New student orientation on campus
First Monday of classes
Last Monday of classes

For more information or to arrange a campus visit:
360-882-2200 or pnwc-info@ggbts.edu
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2015

www.ggbts.edu

Mark
22Bradley
Northwest Baptist Convention
Director

3200 NE 109th Ave. • Vancouver, WA 98682

CURRENTS

Cooperation contends with cultural forces

Cameron Crabtree
Editor

For multiple generations, Southern
Baptists accomplished significant ministries together. The way they’ve funded
them for the past nine decades, however, faces as much distress as ever.
Since 1925, Southern Baptists
have jointly financed a worldwide
mission enterprise. A unified funding
vehicle known as the Cooperative Program effectively served the thousands
of churches linked across the country.
It helped build a missionary force and
Christian education system unequaled
in modern times.
Besides genuine spiritual zeal, history
certainly helped create the strong financial partnership. Southern Baptists forged
an almost singular identity as congregations multiplied across the United States
with uniform methods and expressions.
That day is gone. Today, ministry
leaders worry the historic financial effort shows signs of ongoing fragmentation and declining influence. Some of
the leaders themselves have decided
the trend is too bleak to shore up and
are opting for new methods.
One thing is clear -- ministry needs
in places like the Pacific Northwest far
outpace current giving patterns. Analysts suggest the financial capacity is
there, but the dollars aren’t flowing to
churches and traditional ministries.
Observers point to weak stewardship emphases among churches today
as one of the problems. While there is
legitimacy to that concern, larger issues are behind it.
First, stewardship no longer is
considered a one-way street of “give
your money” because that’s what God
wants. It is now a two-way street.
Organizations dependent on charitable

giving must demonstrate wise use of
money. Ours is the day of the personal
investor capable of rendering individual judgment about what the money
should accomplish. Words like impact,
maximize, leverage have become common to financial vocabulary. Church
leaders can make their case for less
self-interest in giving, but that is the
context in which they must state it.
Second, ministry definitions that
constitute worthwhile giving have
broadened well beyond the usual
scope. It now includes causes with
whom individuals have personal relationships and local interests.
Churches and denominational
agencies themselves have expanded
their ministries with a growing number
of outreach efforts and niche-oriented
programs. There are only so many
“above and beyond your tithe” options
available before people have to start
tapping into the “tithe” category to find
necessary funds.
Third, there are cultural realities
with which people have to contend
in use of the resources. The buying
power of a dollar to support some of
life’s basic necessities has eroded
through the years. In the overall Consumer Price Index, what a dollar could
buy in 1975 requires more than those
financial resources today.
As ministry organizations begin over
the next few years to deal with the
impact of charitable giving trends, they
will need to do far more than repackage old information and “awareness”
campaigns. Developing a healthy
sense of personal stewardship in the
lives of Christian believers today merits
more creativity than that.
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NORTHWEST BAPTIST FOUNDATION

NORTHWEST BAPTIST FOUNDATIO
In 2015...the Northwest Baptist
Foundation

awarded over $60,000 in scholarships.

Scholarship Applications for the 2016-2017 Academic Year will be accepted:

December 01, 2015 - February 01, 2016
(LATE APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED)
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Applications can be found at:
www.nwbaptistfdn.org
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