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VIEWPOINT

God in control during uncertain times

Randy Adams
Executive Director
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“Be very careful, then, how you live
– not as unwise but as wise, making
the most of every opportunity, because
the days are evil” (Eph. 5:15-16).
Urgency, desperation, these words
describe how I feel. Certainly the early
Ephesian church served Christ during desperate, evil days. Their trouble
began with riotous businessmen. The
Gospel of Jesus Christ threatened the
livelihood of those making and selling
idols of the god Artemis. Idol making
was big business. The Ephesian temple
to Artemis was one of the seven wonders of the ancient world and housed
the world’s largest bank. As the church
in Ephesus grew, idol selling plunged,
and that brought trouble to the church.
The churches in our nation are
facing trouble too. We live in evil
days. In June our nation witnessed the
celebration, normalization and institutionalization of sexual perversion with
the Supreme Court decision legalizing
same-sex marriage. Failure to participate in the celebration can cost you
your job, your business, even your ministry, as those serving in the Kentucky
prison system have learned. Ministry
inside the church house is safe for
now. But those serving as chaplains,
or serving in educational institutions,
are at risk.
Added to this, nine videos were
released this summer showing Planned
Parenthood workers discussing and
negotiating the sale of aborted baby
body-parts. The moral swamp that is
PP has its snout deep in the federal
trough, receiving over $500 million annually from U.S. taxpayers.
This summer we have witnessed
the verbal and physical assault on
police officers. As I write, four police
officers have been murdered in the last
nine days.
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Then, this morning, I saw a video
of ISIS hog-tying four men, suspending them over a fire, and roasting them
in the flames. We are witnessing the
eradication of the Church in much of
the Islamic-dominated world. Maybe
I watch too much news, but I feel as
though it’s been a summer of evil.
So what does all of this mean for
Northwest Baptists and for you? First,
it means that we need you. Your community needs you. Our neighbors need
your love and witness and confidence
that, despite how things might seem,
Jesus wins. Indeed, He has already
won. “The prince of this world now
stands condemned,” said Jesus (John
16:11). When Jesus Christ rose from
the grave He shouted to the world, “I’m
in charge. I am history’s champion.
And anybody else who lays claim to
your life, or seeks to dominate your life,
is an illegitimate authority.” Our God is
never at His wit’s end. Our God never
wonders, “What shall I do?” He knows
what he is doing, and our confidence in
Him is what the Bible calls “faith.”
Second, as the text in Ephesians
says, we must be careful, exercising
wisdom. We must pray, speak and act
with wisdom. Wisdom requires that our
minds be saturated with God’s Word and
that we be Spirit-filled. Living for Jesus
in an evil world is impossible apart from
abiding in Him. This enables us to make
“the most of every opportunity.” Believers and churches that create and seize
gospel opportunities are those who will
win the day. With every problem there is
a gospel opportunity – an opportunity to
pray, love, and speak truth.
Yes, at times I feel desperate. But
more than that, I feel a sense of urgency. Time is short. Heaven is real.
But so too is hell. We must be about
our Father’s business.
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A mission team from Resonate Church in Pullman, WA, dismantles a damaged home brick by brick in Nepal, following a massive earthquake.

Family struck by earthquake
receives Northwest aid
uckets, shovels, handpicks and gloves were the most sophisticated tools needed for a team of young men who traveled to Nepal in late July, following two earthquakes that
devastated families in mountainous regions that rocked both rural
and heavily populated areas.
More important, though, was the willing spirit of
sacrifice offered by the group that traveled from Pullman, WA, for one family in need.
A California Southern Baptist assessment team
preceded the cadre from Resonate Church in Pullman, WA, arriving on the scene shortly after the
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quakes, thereby maximizing the efforts and resources put in place by Baptist Global Response.
“Five people from Resonate attended a disaster
relief training sponsored by Baptist Global Response
(BGR) in Wyoming shortly before the earthquakes,”
said David Royall, who serves on the Resonate staff
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and has coordinated some of the church’s missions
efforts. “It was really interesting training, but more
focused on larger scale assessment. We were prepared to hike to different villages and help with any
needs we could supply, from rubble removal, temporary or permanent shelter construction or water
systems and latrines.”
The Resonate team saw obvious earthquake
damage upon arrival in Kathmandu, including
cracked walls, completely collapsed buildings, large
piles of debris and tent cities that sprang up in the
aftermath. A five hour drive to the Gorkha district the
next day followed 18 hours of flight.
“We thought we would be needed to help rebuild
a church, but that wasn’t the case when we arrived,”
Royall noted. “We were sent to tear down a partially
fallen house and moved 5,000 whole bricks and lots
of broken ones. We saved all the whole ones and
some partial ones for reuse later.”
Royall and his team realized the value of flexibility
in disaster relief work, as their assignment changed
dramatically.
“I think a few times it was hard to see the big
picture,” Royall said. “We ended up on a work site
that was quite isolated and we didn’t get to share the
gospel much. But the International Mission Board

journeyman in the area helped us see that word of
mouth information spreads like wildfire in this region.
“Lots of people have the idea that Americans
are lazy and to then see seven Americans riding an
hour and a half in the back of a truck, working in the
hot sun and sacrificing time and energy – that word
will spread and that was encouraging to us,” Royal
stated. “The journeyman will be going back and following up in the area, as well as a local pastor. It was
great to be an encouragement for those suffering
during hard times.”
The mission team, which included some who had
recently graduated from Washington State University,
had only a few days notice to embark on the journey.
“We do a lot of trips from Resonate that require
us to raise support, but this was much easier because we had Gary Floyd from the Northwest Baptist
Convention who helped us out through Disaster Relief,” Royall said. “He was amazingly generous, but we
each raised as much support as possible in a short
amount of time. It was a good way to try out international missions and we were able to use the college
schedule this time to our advantage.”

By Sheila Allen
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Northwest Baptists to gather in Portland
dvancing the gospel “from neighborhoods
to nations” takes center stage when
Northwest Baptist Convention messengers convene for their annual meeting in Portland
Nov. 10-11, highlighting the motive for considering a
$6,164,000 budget for the convention’s 2016 mission efforts, electing a new president and adopting
goals for the convention’s regional mission offering.
The meeting will be held at the Red Lion Hotel
on the River - Jantzen Beach in Portland, OR. It is
located at 909 N. Hayden Drive.
Pastor Dustin Hall of Kennewick (WA) Baptist
Church will preach the convention’s annual sermon
Tuesday evening. Also slated to speak are Frank
Page, chief executive officer of the Southern Baptist
Convention Executive Committee; Jeff Iorg, president of Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary;
Randy Adams, NWBC executive director; and Dale
Jenkins, outgoing NWBC president.
As they did last year, worship leaders from Resonate Church in Pullman, WA, will lead music during
the meeting.
Jenkins, pastor of Airway Heights (WA) Baptist
Church, has served two consecutive terms as NWBC
president and, thus, is ineligible for reelection. Frank
Johnson, pastor of Chestnut Street Baptist Church in
Ellensburg, WA, and Bryan Toll, pastor of Smith Rock
Community Church in Terrebonne, OR, have each
served two consecutive terms as first vice president
and second vice president, respectively. There is no
prohibition on how many terms the first and second
vice presidents can serve.
The 2016 spending plan represents an increase
in the total budget of almost $66,000 over the
$5,098,300 in this year’s budget.
It anticipates $2,798,000 in Cooperative Program
gifts from NWBC churches, an increase of $78,000
over the $2,720,000 in the 2015 budget.
The percentage of the Cooperative Program
budget forwarded to the Southern Baptist Conven-
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tion Executive Committee for disbursement to global
SBC causes remains the same at 27.25 percent. The
share, however, of the total forwarded is expected to
increase from 741,200 this year to 762,455 in 2016.
The other major increase in the budget – over
$48,000 – is for the biennial retreat for pastors and
spouses. It is slated for May 23-25 is Seaside, OR.
Funding from the North American Mission Board
for 2016 is $1,844,225. That reflects an agreed
upon reduction from the $1,891,010 in this year’s
budget. Partnership funding between NAMB and the
NWBC – on an 84 percent/16 percent ratio in 2016
-- is spent largely on church planting and evangelism.
NWBC support of the Pacific Northwest Campus
of Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary remains the same at $100,000.
The allocations for the $120,000 Sylvia Wilson Mission Offering in 2016 – collected by most
participating NWBC churches each September – are
church planting (50 percent), Contextualized Leadership Development (20 percent), disaster relief (10
percent), Vacation Bible School (10 percent) and
collegiate work (10 percent).
Totals for the regional offering – also known
as “Northwest Impact” -- have fluctuated in recent
years and fallen shy of annual goals: $87,470 in
2014 with a goal of $110,000; 102,275 in 2013
with a goal of $140,000; 99,307 in 2012 with a
goal of $140,000; 101,792 in 2011 with a goal
of $120,000; and 117,767 in 2010 with a goal of
$120,000.
On Nov. 9, the Monday before the annual meeting, auxiliary meetings are taking place: The PastorLayman Conference will host two sessions – Monday afternoon and evening – using “As long as it is
called today, let us encourage one another” – as a
theme. Details related to the featured speakers were
pending at press time. A Northwest Women Missions
Celebration will be held Monday afternoon. Both
events begin at 1:30 p.m. Monday.
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he hearts of Northwest Baptists are beating strong for unreached people groups in
the vast region of East Asia as a Northwest Baptist Convention partnership with the International Mission Board enters its second year.
A series of East Asia One Day training events are
scheduled in the western part of the convention in
late September and early October to facilitate further
partnership development between churches and IMB
personnel serving in East Asia, according to NWBC
executive director Randy Adams.
These men and women strive to spread the
gospel message among the 654 people groups that
represent the 1.67 billion people of East Asia.
The one-day events offer churches an opportunity to meet field personnel and leaders eager to
tell about their work and ways individuals can get
involved in reaching unreached people and cities
across East Asia. A Korean-language East Asia
training event is among those being offered. Registration is required for the five events and participants
may register by going to www.nwbaptist.org and
clicking on the East Asia Partnership link.
One highlight of the training events will include
ways churches can serve East Asia IMB personnel
and their families during an affinity-wide meeting to
be held in Pattaya, Thailand from August 1-10 next
year. Northwest Baptists are committed to sending
200 volunteers to serve 1,600 front-line IMB staff
with quality programs for children birth through age
18 and myriad other ways to serve our East Asia
IMB missionaries.
Churches are encouraged to send teams of volunteers to “adopt” a specific age group to facilitate
training and preparation during the months to come.
Interest in joining this mission opportunity may be
registered by email to sheila@nwbaptist.org.
Earlier this summer, 20 Northwest teenagers
and leaders returned from Thailand after teaching
English and building cultural bridges, according to
Danny Kuykendall. The group shared the message of

Christ with public school students in Bangkok. Local
church leaders were encouraged when 170 students
participated in two after-hours gatherings at a local
church.
“Thailand was an incredible and amazing place,”
said Thomas Weldon of LifePointe Community
Church in Snoqualmie, WA. “The Lord taught me
many things. My favorite part of the trip was when I
and another World Changer, Ben, were able to lead
six high school students to Christ.
“One of the missionaries there said that Thai
people were very religious,” he added. “When is the
last time I bowed to the Lord in public? The Thai
people bow to a statue all the time. I was challenged
to be as bold.”
Similar accounts are pouring in of mission trip
participation in East Asia from Northwest Baptist
churches that have occurred throughout the summer,
according to Adams.
By Sheila Allen

UPCOMING
CONFERENCES

NW partnerships
strengthened in
East Asia

Northwest Baptist students traveled to
Thailand in August to teach English and
share the gospel with teenagers
in public schools.

Sept 30

First Baptist Church
Beaverton, OR

Oct 1

Tacoma First Baptist Church
Tacoma, WA

Oct 2

McKenzie Road Baptist Church
Olympia, WA

Oct 3

Calvary Baptist Church
Burlington, WA
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Washington woman continues
to fulfill missions call
ith a legacy of faith that runs through
generations of her family, Amanda
Baker* easily accepted her parents’
decision to leave their Southwest Washington home
to serve in Sub-Saharan Africa when she was 8
years old.
“We moved to an area where the church was
just booming,” said Baker. “I saw many pastors and
training happening in our home and visited village
churches. I remember when the Holy Spirit started
talking to me and I accepted Christ after seeing my
sister make that decision.”
Baker and her sisters were home schooled
through elementary years and transitioned to boarding school in junior high, joining children of missionary families from across the continent and other
denominations.
“When I graduated from high school I had a life
plan in place,” Baker recalled. “I loved biology and
got to go to a local hospital and watch surgeries and
knew I wanted to work in that field.”
A degree in nursing was just part of the formation of her faith back in the United States. As Baker
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regularly participated in women’s discipleship, and
other groups large and small, she realized her unique
passion about the nations.
A trip to South Asia confirmed Baker’s call from
God. Though already settling into her career as a
registered nurse in heart surgery, Baker decided to
become a journeyman through the International Mission Board, a two-year stint for college graduates.
“I really thought I wanted to go to South Asia,
but surprisingly was led to North Africa/Middle
East,” Baker said. “I ended up getting a job teaching
English and was the only believer in the community.
It was during these two years that God gave me a
deep love and passion for all Muslim women and
children, desiring for them to hear the truth of who
Jesus Christ is. So often unseen and unheard, they
are desperate for the good news of hope.”
Baker chose to come back and pursue a women’s studies degree in seminary. Becoming involved
at church and at a local crisis pregnancy center, she
felt fulfilled in ministry but knew God called her to
serve Muslim women. The eyes of the women she
served overseas, often the only expressive part of
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a woman’s body seen by others in public, gripped
Baker even has she moved back to the Northwest to
work for a year and spend time with her grandmothers.
Baker was appointed as a career missionary
through the IMB, went through orientation and was
on the field in 2012.
“I moved around several times due to safety concerns in my assignment country,” Baker noted. “As
a newly appointed missionary I worked through an
apprentice program as a full-time student and slowly
grew in my knowledge of culture and language, two
vital aspects of making the gospel known among the
nations. As I moved around I was exposed to several
dialects of the Arabic language.”
The last location was a difficult transition for
Baker. “While my head understood the reasons for
changing location, my heart longed to be in my assignment country.”
The new location was a wealthy country focused
on gadgets, clothes and maids. Baker found she
could do nothing for herself, but found an outlet of
ministry with her landlord and his family.
“In the previous country, people are passionate
about religion, but now I was finding it harder to have
spiritual conversations,” Baker said. “I had school
for five hours a day, but wanted to be a light in the
neighborhood, so I learned the values of the area.
“The blessing of my landlord’s family cannot be
bragged on enough - that was a God provision,”

Baker said. “They became my family. Our doors were
always open to one another and I could count on a
knock at my door every day at 4pm. I shared their
special holidays with them and their family and in return they celebrated Christmas and Easter with me.”
“All of my needs -- language study, setting up
a household -- are covered by the Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering,” Baker added. “It is expensive to
evacuate personnel and the IMB wants to be wise in
extreme places. The safety of each situation is evaluated daily in those regions and I am so grateful for
a safety team that spoke into our lives. It was hard
leaving, because those people need the gospel too.”
With her first three-year stint behind her, Baker
has recently called Southwest Washington home
again for a season.
“I will soon be moving to a new situation in a new
country and beginning language study for another
dialect, although in a rural area,” Baker stated. “This
time I will be able to use my training as a nurse,
working at a clinic with others. I am excited as I look
forward to the possibility of projects in the community such as mobile clinics and health education as a
community health nurse.”
Although her first few years have been filled
with change, Baker is learning about joy that is not
seated in circumstances.
Continued on Page 18
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Young at-risk men find purpose
imless, angry and addicted are just a few
of the behaviors that mask troubling statistics for a group of young men in Longview,
WA, according to Dennis Grainger, executive pastor at
Valley Christian Fellowship.
Working to change the future for at-risk young
men ages 18-24, VCF is addressing needs many
prefer to avoid.
“It began with a grandmother coming into our
church office asking for help for her grandson that
just recently got out of jail,” Grainger said. “Our
lead pastor, Lance Caddel, did not have the time to
commit to it, so I started meeting with him. I have a
military background, so started working with him on
fundamental elements, one of which is getting up
early and working out in my gym three mornings a
week for two hours.”
Another friend asked to join the workouts, and
then another and another, all by word of mouth.
Grainger noticed by the third meeting the newcomers would seek him out to ask for the help he
offered. A ministry called “Acts 9” was born.
“I told Lance I thought we needed to capture
what we were doing and how,” Grainger recalled. “We
base it on who God is, who Christ is and the radical
change Paul went through in Acts 9. Ninety percent
of these guys haven’t had fathers in their lives in the
last 10 years, and 70 percent of them have been
without mothers. Many are on medications and have
depression or anxiety issues. Natural endorphins kick
in after 15 minutes of the physical workouts.”
Grainger realized all the participants had a significant life event that arrested their mental development. He mounted a board at the gym for each to
write their name and date they stopped destructive
behavior so they could see it each time they arrive.
“That doesn’t mean some haven’t gone back to
their old ways,” Grainger said. “I don’t ask them to
stop doing anything – God will do that. They will tell
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me if they’ve fallen and go back and change the date
on the board. After four mouths of clean living, we
say they are ‘GTG’ or ‘good to go’. They understand
our plan is based on Christ and have to commit to
being open to listening.”
Each participant is given a daily Bible verse and
they agree to communicate what it means to them.
They convene for weekly Bible study where leaders
go deeper into the verses, which are drawn from Caddel’s sermons. Church attendance is also required.
“The first kid lied to me for a year and a half,”
Grainger noted. “With my military background,
integrity is everything and God was really breaking
my heart for them. I have been growing and learning
through this, too.”
Acts 9 participants are assigned one-on-one
mentors from four different area churches. Acts 9
is now registered as a non-profit organization with
a board of directors and is setting up an executive team. VCF procured a house that is home to
five young men in Acts 9 with a “house father” in
place and leaders are seeking a second. After going
through an initial phase in the program, the goal is to
secure employment.
“I have talked to many area business leaders and
had great responses to my request to hire these guys,”
Grainger said. “They do day labor and are taught how
to work and we have some key partners. They start
teaching them basic skill sets, but the first two men
we placed didn’t maintain at the business, so they
went back into the program. Now they have come
back and worked through the three month mark.”
The businesses funnel the wages through Valley
Christian and each make $10 hourly, an important
milestone for those who are homeless, living with
grandparents or “couch surfing” with friends.
“Our first participant is now permanently employed and has a driver’s license,” Grainger added. “It
is a day and night difference in that young man. He’s
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Physical and spiritual strengthening are important elements of Acts 9
for Dakota Welch (above) and other young men who have expressed
a desire for change from formerly destructive behavior.

finishing his requirements with the department of
corrections this month. We have baptized nine guys
from Acts 9 and three more have accepted Christ
that I hope will be baptized.”
Grainger was thrilled to see church members
embrace and encourage the multi-tattooed guys who
often slip out to smoke after services.
“This ministry is messy,” Grainger said. “Some
have been physically, sexually or mentally abused.
I have two good friends that are psychologists that
I call regularly. We had two who attempted suicide
early in the program. Their depression is deep and
they just want to know someone cares. These are
kids you’d be afraid of on the street. Now one works
every week for a 92-year-old lady. They would have
never walked into the same situation before and that

speaks volumes.”
Acts 9 leaders are seeking a full time executive
director to ease the responsibilities for Grainger, who
works over six days a week as a volunteer VCF staff.
“I’m not going to walk away,” Grainger stated.
“They have always had people give up on them and
trust issues are a big deal. I do get frustrated at
times, but spend a lot of time in prayer and want God
to get the glory.
“Over 35 percent of these guys already have
children of their own, so we want to see a program
for their girlfriends, as there is desperate need and a
cycle of brokenness with very little hope,” he added.
“That is the main thing we offer – hope.”

By Sheila Allen
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Baptism celebrated, encouraged
in growing church
reviewing the
church’s 2014
ministry report,
Pastor Lance
Caddel was
surprised by the low number of
baptisms at Valley Christian Fellowship in Longview, WA.
“All of our ministry is aimed
at those who don’t come,” said
Caddel, who began his ministry at
VCF in 1996. “Our record showed
11 people baptized last year and
I said, ‘O, my goodness,’ because
I was embarrassed. We had many
more people coming to the Lord,
so it didn’t make sense.”
With an emphasis on trusting
Jesus and Jesus alone, Caddel did
not want people to connect that
with baptism as ritual connected
to salvation. But the number on
VCF’s Annual Church Profile – a
summary of key ministry indicators
-- caused him to reconsider the
church’s approach to it.
“I talked to our staff first,”
Caddel stated. “I reminded them
that baptism is part of our story
– it tells the story of what we
believe. Then I stood up in church
and confessed what had happened and why, because I had
not wanted anything in the way of
Jesus for those coming to faith.
People were very gracious.”
The church immediately set
in motion a plan to celebrate

baptism in significant ways three
times a year. Now all those
involved in discipleship, from
childhood through adults, talk to
those professing faith in Christ
about baptism as an important
next step.
“We have turned baptism
weekends into a real celebration,”

Caddel said. “After we are sure of
a genuine salvation experience, a
video is made of the candidates
telling their stories. Because we
have multiple services in different
locations, we record the Saturday
night baptisms, pair it with the
testimony and show it at our
Continued on Page 18

Some baptisms celebrated by Valley Christian Fellowship occur
at the Electric Bean, a coffee shop operated by the church. Two
Saturday night services are also held at the shop.
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Students drawn to Northwest camp
ecord student numbers at Centrifuge
Northwest were evident as hordes of
teenagers strained the capacity of Aldersgate Christian Camp in mid-July. A dynamic mix of
discipleship, teambuilding and fun drew students and
their leaders to the encampment near Salem, OR.
The decision by LifeWay Christian Resources of
the Southern Baptist Convention to eliminate the
Northwest from a circuit of Centrifuge camps staffed
by college students five years ago became a boon
unforeseen at the time, according to camp coordinator Wendy Kuykendall.
Northwest Baptist Convention leaders agreed
to purchase Centrifuge discipleship materials and
hit upon a winning arrangement in partnering with
college students associated with Resonate Church
to staff the Northwest camp instead. Primarily a
collegiate church on several Northwest campuses,
Resonate staffers agree to give a week of their summer to disciple junior and high school students.
“All the time we preach that college students are
sendable and teachable, but high school is where
the battle is won and lost,” said Jacob Dahl, Resonate campus pastor at Central Washington University in Ellensburg, WA, and co-pastor of Centrifuge
Northwest with Josh Martin. “The numbers are really
indicting and I was overcome at our prayer night this
week with the realization that half of these 300 students will walk away from God. I am here to provide
a bridge and share my story as a way to help them
pursue God in college.”

Dahl was a senior at Washington State University
in Pullman, WA, within reach of a civil engineering
degree, but admittedly an angry person who cheated
and partied through college when he first connected
with Resonate. A decision to become a Resonate
intern for two years eventually followed and Dahl
committed his life to a calling of spiritual leadership.
“If we can get to teenagers earlier, there are
greater things to look for,” Dahl said. “I love the possibility of future generations rising up to lead and it is
easier to reach youth now than re-correct those who
are older.”
Under the theme of “alive and free” students
attending Centrifuge were challenged with study
through the book of James daily in corporate worship
and small group Bible studies led by Resonate staffers, while allowing adult church volunteers to spend
quality time with students and their own study time.
“I first came to Centrifuge two years ago and it
was one of the best experiences I had ever had,” said
Katie Rommel, a 14-year-old from Ridgefield, WA.
Rommel returned this year with her youth group from
Discovery Pointe Church and was “freaking out” as
this year’s camp approached due to excitement.
“We have been challenged this week about
speaking life to others instead of death,” Rommel
stated. “We need to be more encouraging of people
and aware of our surroundings. I have been convicted to not be embarrassed about talking about God,
even if my friends make excuses.”

Katie Rommel
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Continued on Page 19

Left: Vacation Bible School held in a park in Albany,
OR, was co-sponsored by Trinity Baptist Church of
Springfield and Knox Butte Baptist Church of Albany.

Churches partner for
more effective ministry
doption is applauded
worldwide as a worthy endeavor, creating
families that love and nurture
one another in good times and
bad. The principle of adoption is
echoed in the gospel messages,
but isn’t often heard in church-tochurch relationships.
Trinity Baptist Church in
Springfield, OR, spent six months
investigating what it would mean
to become a “ready” church,
according to Pastor Tim Clark.
Trinity was seeking what direction God would lead -- perhaps
renewing a past emphasis on
church planting -- but a different
kind of nurturing role became
apparent through what seemed
providential encounters.
“I happened to be at the Willamette Valley Baptist Association
offices and met Steve Hall, who
was serving as interim pastor of
Knox Butte Baptist Church in
Albany, OR,” Clark said. “Upon
hearing about their needs as a
very small church, I offered assistance to Steve, who is an active

member of Eastside Baptist and
teaches a Bible study group before immediately going to preach
at Knox Butte.”
Out of that season of prayer
and encounter with Knox Butte
through Hall, Trinity Baptist
believed they were supposed
to “adopt” Knox Butte Baptist
Church. About that same time,
Hall concluded his interim ministry and lay pastor Travis McKinney
came back onto the scene, having
been involved at Knox Butte in
previous years.
“We were delighted to discover we shared a past time of ministry,” Clark noted of McKinney, a
full time commercial baker who
works the night shift and lives
in Portland. Soon a joint service
between the two congregations
was held, with plans to conduct
Vacation Bible School in Albany
at a local park supported by Trinity Baptist members.
“The number of children
reached was six or seven, but the
outreach to park users and homeless persons was extensive,” Clark

said. “Both congregations agreed
to a goal of a $400 VBS offering
to go to assist former Springfield
pastor David Ynsgdal and his wife,
Julie, who serve with Zulu people
in South Africa at their ‘holiday’
school, which lacked funding. By
Sunday night following the Albany
VBS, both congregations contributed $500, which was immediately forwarded to South Africa.”
The churches continue to
communicate regularly and Trinity
Baptist has gifted Knox Butte with
a computer and assistance setting
up a budgeting and accounting
system, technical assistance with
audio visual equipment and help
with their water system. Some
members of Trinity have joined
Knox Butte for a mid-week service.
“Pastor McKinney takes no
compensation for his ministry and
slept on a cot during VBS while
using vacation time from his employer,” Clark added. “He drives to
Albany with the heart’s desire to
see Knox Butte reach people with
the gospel. He is also leading the
church to return to giving to the
Cooperative Program and mission
offerings.”
Progress continues as Clark
and Trinity Baptist comes alongside Knox Butte through the
“adoption” to encourage, coach
and challenge the small congregation to believe God has a
plan to reach Albany. A legacy
of active involvement in church
planting has been a hallmark of
Trinity in years passed and the
church has rediscovered a heart
for missions and church planting
with a new model -- adoption of a
sister church.
By Sheila Allen
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Gary Mink

Longtime worship leader branches out
ary Mink knew from a young age that
music would always be a big part of his life.
Early days of singing and playing instruments with his siblings evolved into a family
musical group that performed on local television, in
coffee houses, at state fairs and in churches.
“We would go anywhere that my dad saw an
opportunity for the gospel to be shared,” Mink said.
“We just got out there, played our instruments and
sang about Jesus and dad wanted us to expand our
opportunities.”
A move to California as a teenager brought those
opportunities. Mink and his sister, Sherry, toured for
two years with Continental Singers, formed another
musical group called New Image, and then settled in
as a duo singing concerts anywhere they were asked,
including as guest musicians at Saddleback Church.
Six months later Pastor Rick Warren asked the pair
to lead worship at Saddleback’s weekly gatherings.
“We were well received because we were real,”
Mink stated. “They were bringing in big names already in the early ‘80s and I was 20 years old at the
time. I grew leaps and bounds because the worship
was so different and I cut my teeth on worship that
was about the moment and being led by the Spirit.”
Mink developed worship teams, auditioned
potential musicians and eventually became an artist
in residence for Saddleback, traveling to help other
churches get started.
His sister’s move to Seattle drew Mink to the
Northwest in the early 90s to continue performing
with her and he accepted the worship pastor position at Green River Baptist Church in Auburn, WA.
He has since served at several churches throughout
the Northwest including the last 11 years at Greater
Gresham (OR) Baptist Church.
“I give God the glory for how he has directed my
life,” Mink said. “I love working and making an impact
in growing a team to see their potential in leadership.
My job focus has been more than a worship leader
on the weekend, but to affect the life of the church
for the future.”
Music continues to fuel his passion for seeing
God work in people’s lives, even though his own
circumstances have changed dramatically.
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Vocal problems began
afflicting Mink in 2012
and by 2013 he noticed
there were certain words
he just couldn’t sing. A
diagnosis of spasmodic
dysphonia abductor, a
neurological disorder
causing muscles around
his vocal cords to spasm
out was given, with no
known cure or surgical procedure available.
“I was having hard conversations with God about
why he was taking my singing voice away,” Mink
noted. “The normal questions we ask when things
go wrong. I began to look for ways to utilize the
gifting he has given me in music without my voice.
A wise person told me that my voice doesn’t define
who I am -- but it had since I was 10 years old and I
depended on it my whole life. God wants to use this
and it has stripped my dependence on my voice and
turned it to seeking what he can do without it.”
His role at Greater Gresham has been redefined
as one of mentorship, allowing Mink time to pursue a
music consultation ministry with pastors and worship
leaders throughout the Northwest.
“My vocal condition helped guide me where God
wanted me next, a place I may not have gone without
it,” Mink said. “I want to share my 30 years of local
church ministry experience with churches large and
small. I hope to help leaders assess their worship
ministry by evaluating their program and can include
assistance with recruiting musicians, auditions,
making rehearsals more effective and improving the
service flow. Training and mentoring is high on the
list of what I have to offer.
“The power of worship is not just music, but every
aspect of the service,” Mink added. “Prayer, communion and other creative elements help us avoid
getting into a rut.”
Churches seeking more information about his
assistance in improving their worship services may
contact Mink at gminkmusicman@gmail.com.
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N OR T HW E ST B A P T IS T CO N VE N T IO N

2015 ANNUAL MEETING
November 10-11

NEIGHBORHOODS TO NATIONS
WORSHIP LEADER:
Josh Martin

SPEAKERS:

Frank S. Page, Randy Adams
Dale Jenkins, Jeff Iorg, Dustin Hall

LOCATION:
Red Lion Hotel
on the River Jantzen Beach

909 N. Hayden Island Dr.. Portland, OR 97217
503.283.4466 or 800.733.5466
NWBC needs to be mentioned for
hotel reservations and rates.

PASTOR/LAYMAN CONFERENCE
Monday, November 9
1:30 pm & 6:30 pm

NW WOMEN

MISSION CELEBRATION AND DESSERT

Monday, November 9
1:30-3:00 pm

MINISTRY WIVES LUNCHEON
Tuesday, November 10
Cost: $25
Please send your non-refundable
reservation fee to:

Northwest Baptist Convention
ATTN: Ministry Wives Luncheon
3200 NE 109th Ave., Vancouver, WA 98682

RSVP Deadline: Oct. 31

MISSIONS DINNER
Tuesday, November 10
Cost: $25

per person with advanced purchase
by Oct. 31

Speakers:

IMB Missionaries
Paul and Christina VanStone, East Asia
NW Church Planter Wives
Parents of Missionaries
Please RSVP:
nwwomen@nwbaptist.org
or (360)882-2100

BREAKOUT SESSION
Tuesday, November 10
3:30-4:45 pm

Please send your non-refundable
reservation fee to:

Northwest Baptist Convention
ATTN: Missions Dinner
3200 NE 109th Ave., Vancouver, WA 98682

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER
2015 Northwest
Convention
F O R M O R E I NF O R MATIO
N: www. nwbapt
istBaptist
. org
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Continued from Page 9

“Joy is a discipline,” Baker said. “Choosing joy
daily rooted in the knowledge and the comfort of our
salvation. I want to remain steadfast in the vision God
gave me from the beginning and persevere in integrity. I have learned a lot about compassion through
this tough period which has helped me better understand those in difficult circumstances and
know God is teaching me to draw near to
him and worry less about the doing.”
Baker expects to begin her new assignment in September and asks for
prayer for the logistics of travel and visa,
along with communication and relationship building as she joins her new team.
While home she has attended a two-week
security training that will help her stay
longer in extreme places.
“I am so grateful for the family and
friends I have in the Northwest,” Baker

said. “My grandmothers continue to be two of my
greatest encouragers and I know they are praying
for me always.”
*Name changed for security concerns

Continued from Page 13

The church currently holds two Saturday night
services at The Electric Bean, a coffee shop operated by VCF, and three Sunday morning services at
two sites in Longview, with Caddel preaching at all
five locations. They also hold services at two assisted
living centers, the Longview jail and an apartment
complex, each with their own campus pastor and
worship service, with video of Caddel preaching.
Leaders are considering starting another campus
in Cowlitz County.
“It’s been a fantastic thing,” Caddel added. “People get to celebrate what’s happening at all of our
locations. We have already had 46 people baptized
this year and have one more baptism weekend coming up. I didn’t tell anyone that I had a personal goal
of 50 baptized, but I talked to God about it. The staff
wear ‘I love Cowlitz County’ shirts at the baptism
services. We want to keep the emphasis going and
make a big deal of it.”

Sunday services, which gives everyone the chance
to celebrate from our other locations. It’s been a
fantastic thing and builds on itself.”
VCF also includes spontaneous baptisms those
weekends after giving participants the opportunity to
confirm their commitment to Christ with a counselor
available at the service, who must be assured of
their clear understanding of salvation.
“I let them know that I am wearing what I’m getting in the water in and will go home wet and they
can do the same, or we provide a variety of shorts
and tee shirts for those that prefer that,” Caddel
noted. “There have been occasions when some have
been asked to delay and wait until the next time. We
then spend time following up with them later.”
Most of the baptisms occurring at VCF are adults
and more male than female, according to Caddel.
The church uses a portable baptistery that is formed
with blocks, a liner and a fast acting heater, because
of the need to move it overnight.
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Continued from Page 14

can relate to our students, so it’s a win-win.”
Rommel joined her youth group in fundraising
Churches can mark their calendar for the next
efforts to help finance the $295 camp cost and also
Centrifuge Northwest from July 16-21, 2016.
joined her parents in funding the remainder.
“I told my brother this is one of my favorite things
in life,” Rommel said. “It has been awesome to spend
By Sheila Allen
this time with God each day and also
meet so many new people.”
“It has been a great partnership
for us with Centrifuge and we buy
all their program materials, which are
professionally done,” Kuykendall said.
“We are the only state convention
that provides Centrifuge with local
leadership. Resonate also benefits
because they use this to train small
group leaders for the upcoming
school year and intentionally bring
staff with leadership potential. They
Centrifuge leaders model relay games for teenagers at the camp sponsored by the
are Northwest kids themselves and
Northwest Baptist Convention outside of Salem, OR.

QUESTIONS: Contact Marsha Gray
SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2015
360-882-2102 or marshag@nwbaptist.org

Northwest Baptist Convention
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Cooperative Program Giving
The Cooperative Program enables me to partner with more than 45,000 churches to make Christ known . . . at home, across the nation, and around the world.

Region 4

Region 1
YTD-15
Auburn-Lifeway Ch Auburn
200
Auburn-Auburn Celebration
856
Auburn-Reliance
1,939
Auburn-Veritas
607
Bellevue-Essential
4,660
Bellevue-Well Commun
934
Bellevue-Lake Hills
2,453
Bellevue-Leaven Church
2,250
Bellingham-Fil-Am
600
Blk Diamond-Chap Wood
3,636
Bonney Lake-Church Club 1 175
Bothell-Ekklesia
6,522
Bothell-Living Spring
304
Bothell-CrossPointe
8,696
Bothell-Iglesia Cristiana
819
Bothell-Queensgate
700
Burlington-Calvary
8,400
Clear Lake-FBC
350
Darrington-Mt View
1,466
Des Moines-The Mountain
87
Edmonds-Asian Intnl
50
Edmonds-North Seattle
100
Edmonds-One In Christ
300
Edmonds-Rock of Hope
5,705
Enumclaw-FBC
1,140
Everett-Redemption Ch
609
Everett-The Journey
9,996
Everett-Bethlehem Korean
100
Everett-Faith Internatl
300
Everett-Greater Trinity
75
Everett-Pinehurst
2,911
Everett-S Everett Comm
4,200
Everett-Silver Lake
858
Fed Way- Bethel
700
Fed Way-Compass Christian 1,200
Fed Way-First Ukranian
700
Fed Way-Antioch Korean
850
Fed Way-FBC
300
Fed Way-Korean-Amer
7,312

YTD-15
Fed Way-Lifeway
1,550
Fed Way-Light Church
962
Fed Way-Nine Lakes
985
Fed Way-Seattle Fellowship 490
Hamilton-FBC
7,715
Issaquah-Foothills
15,115
Kenmore-Landing Church 4,845
Kenmore-Disciple Making
400
Kent-Chin-Burmese
300
Kent-International Christian
300
Kent-Sequoia
8,750
Kirkland- Bridge Church
1,050
Lake Forest-All Nations
3,000
Lakewood-Emmaus
350
Lakewood-FBC
32,952
Lakewood-Trinity
600
Lynden-La Vid Verdadera
736
Lynnwood-EagleWing
184
Lynnwood-Global Mission
300
Lynnwood-Healing
53
Lynnwood-Japanese
612
Lynnwood-LifePoint
1,248
Lynnwood-Martha Lk Baptist 7,214
Lynnwood-ONE Church
339
Lynnwood-Seattle Bridge
2,174
Lynwood-Providence
700
Maple Falls-Mt. Baker
478
Maple Valley-Hope
22,167
Marysville-Emmanuel
2,839
Mill Creek-Adullam
470
Monroe-Casa de Paz
412
Monroe-FBC
16,931
Mount Vernon-Trinity
2,818
Oak Harbor-Christian Fellow 328
Oak Harbor-Southern
4,539
Puyallup-High Pointe
17,025
Puyallup-South Hill
1,469
Puyallup-Sunrise
17,224
Puyallup-Washington Mission 204

YTD-15
Redmond-FBC of Rose Hill 6,241
Redmond-Meadowbrook 37,657
Renton-Church of Beloved 7,340
Renton-Calvary
12,112
Renton-Iglesia Vida
800
Renton-Imago Dei
525
Renton-Sarang
300
Renton-Trinity
2,400
Roy-Nisqually Valley
2,190
Sammamish-21st Century
938
Seattle-Ethiopian Intl
70
Seattle-Mojdeh
210
Seattle-The Commons
1,050
Seattle-The Hallows
13,491
Seattle--Vona
753
Seattle-Chinese Southern 13,613
Seattle-Epic Life
1,385
Seattle-FBC Beverly Pk
2,370
Seattle-Grace Fellowship
246
Seattle-Thien An
2,100
Sedro Woolley-Skagit
700
Sedro Woolley-Valley
2,427
Snohomish-Bridge
2,365
Snohomish-BridgeCity
2,920
Snoqualmie-Lifepointe
980
Sultan-FBC
1,705
Tacoma-The Pathway
2,965
Tacoma-Filipino Inter
1,215
Tacoma-Highland Hill
1,405
Tacoma-Japanese Intl
3,200
Tacoma-New Beginnings
116
Tacoma-New Hope
149
Tacoma-Parkland
1,892
Tacoma-Tacoma FBC
35,000
Tacoma-VMCM
270
Woodinville-Northcreek
700
Yelm-First
2,950
Yelm-Ignite Church
2,364

YTD-15
34,974
595
170
9,595
16,383
2,899
75
165
16,719
200
5,144
1,598

YTD-15
Port Orchard-Evergreen
1,014
Port Orchard-FBC
8,411
Port Townsend-San Juan
8,468
Rainier-Delena
617
Scapoose-New Life
1,800
Scappoose-Creekside
1,393
Sequim-FBC
5,708
Silverdale-Clear Creek
1,326
Silverdale-Kitsap Christian
300
Toledo-FBC
15,219
Tumwate-The Canvas
74
Vaughn-Key Peninsula
1,316

Region 2
YTD-15
Bremerton-Kitsap Lake
12,504
Bremerton-Sonshine
4,183
Castle Rock-FBC
3,753
Chehalis-Dayspring
7,233
Dryad-Community
2,626
Elma-Bethany
1,602
Forks-FBC
8,745
Kalama-Kalama
6,465
Lacey-FBC
7,949
Lacey-New Zion
700
Longview-Beacon Hill
2,455
Longview-Columbia Hghts 1,570

Longview-FBC
Longview-Highlands
Longview-La Iglasia
Longview-Robert Gray
Longview-Valley
Morton-Reconciled
Olympia-Illuminate
Olympia-Joy
Olympia-McKenzie Road
Olympia-Vietnamese
Port Angeles-Hillcrest
Port Hadlock-Oak Bay

Region 3
YTD-15
Battle Ground-Comm
464
Beavercreek-NW Contexture 2,808
Beaverton-FBC
13,354
Beaverton-Global
200
Beaverton-Iglesia Bautista 3,154
Bethany-Redeeming Grace
50
Bingen-FBC
666
Boring-Orient Drive
3,231
Boring-Iglesia Vida Nueva
659
Camas-Lacamas Heights
1,199
Canby-Bethel
201
Estacada-Clackamas Vly
798
Forest Grove-Fellowship
1,332
Forest Grove-The Crossing
926
Goldendale-Columbus Ave 7,787
Gresham-Grtr Gresham
60,500
Gresham-Punto de Gracia 2,005
Happy Valley-Trinity
8,229
Hillsboro-New Life
2,209
Hillsboro-Oregon
200
Hood River-Tucker Road
2,091
Klickitat-Klickitat Valley
919

Total:

Total:
YTD-15
Lake Oswego-Lake Bible
200
McMinnville-Valley
9,451
McMinnville-Grace
1,276
Mt Hood Parkdale-Parkdale 928
Newberg-Chehalem Valley 14,689
Odell-FBC
748
Oregon City-Catalyst
2,112
Prtld-Flavel Street
300
Prtld-Antioch Christian
1,250
Prtld-Bridge City
236
Prtld-Burnside
285
Prtld-Holgate
2,591
Prtld-Kaleo Communities
40
Prtld-Korean Logos
1,400
Prtld-Mien Fellowship
446
Prtld-Mill Park
4,728
Prtld-New Harvest
997
Prtld-New Life
715
Prtld-Peninsula
300
Prtld-Renaissance
209
Prtld-Solid Rock
3,785
Prtld-Vietnamese Revival
523

Grand Total

1,565,182

432,002

193,949

YTD-15
Ridgefield-Discovery Pointe 3,859
Rufus-Bapt Ch at Rufus
1,231
The Dalles-Emmanuel
2,330
Tigard-Hall Blvd
7,482
Tigard-Japanese Intnl
2,100
Tigard-Jusarang
440
Tigard-Nema Oregon
137
Tillamook-Life Change
1,782
Vancouver-Revival
1,050
Vancouver-Ukrainian
175
Vancouver-CrossPointe
17,768
Vancouver-Evergreen
1,334
Vancouver-First Slavic
1,200
Vancouver-Fourth Plain
492
Vancouver-Grace
419
Vancouver-Song of Hope
500
Vancouver-Trinity
4,608
Vancouver-Vietnamese
320
West Linn-NW Contexture
180
Wilsonville-Creekside
3,865
Total:

YTD-15
Albany-Calvary
931
Bend-Summit Community
449
Corvallis-Branch
2,381
Corvallis-Grant Avenue
20,118
Cottage Grove-Calvary
1,516
Creswell-New Hope
14,440
Dallas-FBC
1,613
Dexter-Dexter Baptist
987
Dorris-FBC
2,586
Drain-FBC
250
Eugene-Fairfield
9,918
Eugene-Harvest Comm
13,617
Eugene-Japanese
144
Eugene-Riviera
4,711
Florence-FBC
10,683
Glendale-Glendale
4,455
Gold Beach-Sixth Street
2,136
Gold Hill-Lampman Road
1,024
Grants Pass-College Hghts 1,131
Grants Pass-Dayspring
1,285
Grants Pass-River Valley
1,961
K Falls-Ch of Homedale
9,260
Keizer-Cristiana Renuevo
870
La Pine-Whispering Pines 1,833
Lakeview-Trinity
2,217
Lebanon-Trinity
4,498
Lincoln City-Pacific
1,373
Madras-FBC
2,476
Medford-Lozier Lane
2,062

Medford-New Horizon
Medford-Waters Life
Monmouth-Central
Newport-Calvary
North Bend-FBC
Phoenix-FBC
Prineville-Calvary
Prospect-Prospect
Redmond-Highland
Redmond-Rodehouse
Reedsport-Highlands
Rogue River-Grace
Roseburg-Bethany
Roseburg-Faith & Reason
Roseburg-Vine Street
Salem-Capital
Salem-Skyline
Siletz-Sacred Ground
Springfield-East Side
Springfield-Trinity
Sweet Home-FBC
Terrebonne-Smith Rock
Toledo-FBC
Waldport-FBC
Warm Springs-Warm Sprgs
White City-Trinity
Yachats-Yachats
Total:

YTD-15
992
972
1,680
1,547
3,979
3,313
3,796
113
59,058
600
1,006
5,330
60
645
8,970
14,299
416
855
2,281
7,373
1,043
1,225
2,287
500
1,870
1,424
1,289

247,844

Region 5
YTD-15
Airway Hts-Airway Hts
10,958
Athol-Athol
8,677
Benton City-FBC
1,689
Bonners Ferry-Boundary
324
Brewster-Calvary
3,449
Burbank-Trinity
350
Cashmere-Evergreen
2,355
Cheney-Fellowship
2,222
Clarkston-Sonrise
3,144
Clarkston-Trinity
467
Coeur d’Alene-Emmanuel
7,900
Coulee City-Cowboy
840
Dayton-Faith Chapel
180
Deer Park-FBC
9,920
E Wenatchee-Eastmont
31,664
Ellensburg-Chestnut St
10,167
Ephrata-Redeeming Grace
125
Grandview-Valley Life
300
Greenacres-Greenacres
13,611
Harrison-Community
3,150
Heppner-Willow Creek
2,567
Hermiston-Grace
1,208
Hermiston-New Beginnings 1,607
Ione-Ione
3,841
Kellogg-FBC
1,141
Kennewick-Kennewick
43,972
Kennewick-Cornerstone
1,751
Kennewick-Crossview
1,400
Kennewick-Finley First
1,200
Kennewick-Hillview
3,679
Kennewick-Quinault
4,443
La Grande-The Way
1,629
La Grande-Trinity
732
Leavenworth-FBC
5,745
Lewiston-Orchards
5,319
Lewiston-Tammany
16,286
Loon Lake- Mountain Lake
Fellowship
308
Mead-Crossover
900
Medical Lake-Medical Lk
1,165
Mesa-Basin City
426
Moscow-Trinity
630
Moses Lake-Emmanuel
3,527
Newport-Newport So
4,294
Northport-FBC
659
Oakesdale-FBC
859
Orofino-FBC
166

211,465

YTD-15
Othello-Pine Street
727
Pasco-Crossview
1,915
Pasco-Emmanuel
2,648
Pasco-International
470
Paterson-Community
1,665
Pendleton-Pendleton
5,180
Pierce-Mountain View
418
Pilot Rock-Pilot Rock
4,443
Prosser-Calvary
1,636
Pullman-Emmanuel
22,201
Pullman-Grace and Glory
800
Pullman-Resonate
11,618
Quincy-Iglesia Nueva Vida
385
Rathdrum-New Beg
1,656
Rice-Victory
568
Richland-Reata Sprgs
13,153
Richland-Richland
116,632
Richland-Richland Hghts
2,114
Spirit Lake-Spirit Lake
1,836
Spokane Valley-Dishman
8,398
Spokane Valley-East Valley 2,467
Spokane Valley-Valleypoint 1,750
Spokane-Crestline
1,258
Spokane-Driscoll Blvd
1,400
Spokane-Inland
560
Spokane-North Addison
4,906
Spokane-Pinnacle
4,475
Spokane-River City
326
Spokane-Springhill Bible
1,622
Spokane-Windsor
3,493
St Maries-College Ave
580
Sunnyside-Trinity
877
Toppenish-Watering Hole
343
Umatilla-Primera Igl
300
Union Gap-FBC
2,186
W Richland-Grace&Truth
4,211
W Richland-Reliance Fellow 3,616
Walla Walla-Blue Mt
2,530
Walla Walla-CenterPointe
875
Wapato-FBC
390
Warden-First
600
Wenatchee-Valley
3,150
Yakima-Terrace Hghts
7,606
Yakima-The Cross
7,145
Yakima-The River
1,415
Zillah-Mtn View
1,776
Total:

479,261

Year-to-Date Budget vs Actual Comparison
Budget
Actual
Variance
1,569,231
1,565,182
-4,048.89

Report only includes churches that have contributed through the Northwest Baptist Convention in 2015.
A full report of all NWBC churches is available at www.gonbw.org/cp/
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Prepared volunteers serve
during massive wildfires
fires in north central Washington challenged hundreds of firefighters and
scattered residents across a wide swath
of the state, more than two dozen Northwest Baptist
Disaster Relief volunteers were alongside them offering physical aid and spiritual comfort, according to
Paul Henry, a regional coordinator for the Northwest
Baptist Convention’s relief ministry.
Just days after the Okanagon Complex Fire –
the largest wildfire in Washington history -- began
ravaging the area, a kitchen unit from Coulee Baptist Association opened to begin serving up to 700
meals per day from a base in Omak, WA. Volunteers
with American Red Cross – a key partner with
Northwest Baptist Disaster Relief -- transported the
meals to multiple locations, said Henry.
Northwest Baptist Disaster Relief Chaplains,
some of them serving with existing fire units – also
provided spiritual care among firefighting brigades
as they battled the blaze.

A shower and laundry unit from Puget Sound Baptist Association also provided help for those affected.
“The response from our churches has been amazing,” said Henry. “Pastor Greg Thorn from Calvary
Baptist Church, Brewster (WA) called and made his
church building available for our disaster relief teams.”
Members of the Brewster church provided heavy
equipment and operators to the fire response and
other churches donated to the disaster relief fund
through the NWBC, Henry said.
The feeding operation in Omak, which began
shutting down Sept. 3, was the “heart beat” of the
feeding operation, Henry said, noting ARC transported the prepared meals from Omak to communities in
the Twisp and the Methow valleys, north to Tonasket
and Oroville, east to Grand Coulee and Republic and
south to Okanogan, Brewster and Chelan.
“The food and support is primarily for people who
have lost homes in the fires and have no support,”
Continued on Page 22
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Continued from Page 21

Henry said. In community centers or other areas
where affected residents gather, disaster relief
volunteers have opportunities to demonstrate God’s
care and share messages of hope.
That was the case in Tonasket.
“One woman, Traci, had been evacuated from her
home and living in a tent at the rodeo grounds with
husband, daughter and a toddler,” Henry recalled.
“She had been to every agency in town looking for
gas so she could go back up into the Aeneas valley
and see if their home was still standing but no one
had given her any help.
“We know how a loving God directs the steps of
his people in gracious ways, he continued. “We just
happened to be sitting in the Tonasket Community
Center visiting with the manager when Traci walked
up and inquired about a gas card or money for gas.”
The manager was unable to offer help, but Henry
told her “concerned Southern Baptist churches” had
provided him with some and that he would get one
to her.
“While I watched her breakdown in tears, weeping uncontrollably and watched our chaplain tenderly
minister to her, I couldn’t help thinking about how
what seemed a small gesture to me was an act of
overwhelming kindness to her,” Henry said. Such
gifts are gratefully received by people in need, he
added.
Henry credited Northwest Baptist churches and
volunteers for their ongoing prayers and support.
“It is with ‘righteous’ pride that I represent (Northwest Baptists) to the American Red Cross and to

A disaster relief chaplain surveys a vast field
of tents housing firefighters and support
personnel at the Okanagan County
Fairgrounds in Northeastern Washington.

the all the businesses and people we partner with
as well as thousands of residents struggling through
(these events),” said Henry.
More than 130 homes have been identified as
destroyed and 22 others that have been damaged,
Henry noted. With the immediate relief efforts closing, disaster relief volunteers have begun shifting
their emphasis to recovery operations. They are
making contact with property owners to check about
possible assistance with ash-out and cleanup operations.
Northwest Baptist Disaster Relief coordinator Gary Floyd noted the importance of praying for
everyone involved.
“Prayer is the most important resource to aid victims and responders,” he said. “Money helps facilitate
the message of help, healing, and hope.”
To help support Northwest Baptist Disaster Relief
efforts financially, send checks payable to Northwest
Baptist Convention, 3200 NE 109th Ave, Vancouver,
WA 98682 (designate “Northwest Baptist Disaster Relief” on the memo line) or go to www.nwbaptist.org and
click the online giving link at the bottom of the page.
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CURRENTS

God’s mission matters in the Northwest

Cameron Crabtree
Editor

Many churches throughout the Pacific Northwest are enjoying an expansion of ministries and the blessings of
making an impact in their diverse communities. A significant number, though,
continue struggling and face critical
decisions about the future.
With social, cultural and political
changes continuing at dizzying paces,
the 460-plus churches affiliated with
the Northwest Baptist Convention
grapple daily with challenges and opportunities for ministry that weren’t
imagined a generation ago.
There are multiple opinions about the
plethora of critical issues ministry leaders face, but they all offer new opportunities for working together in making
the kind of impact that leads to spiritual
transformation in communities across
our beautiful corner of the nation.
As churches comprise the work
of the regional network known as the
NWBC, three issues seem crucial:
Identity. Like many state and regional conventions, Northwest Baptists
have emerged from the past practices
of a singular culture to develop identities that are more contemporary,
regional and indigenous to the multiple
cultures and sub-cultures that live
here. We must continue in our commitment to participating in God’s mission
together rather than perpetuating any
particular methods that give voice to
only the few and familiar.
Flexibility. NWBC churches have
long since moved beyond a one-sizefits-all approach to ministry, but the
need to shift resources creatively to
new ministry challenges will likely accelerate. Communities continue changing rapidly, especially in urban and
suburban areas, home to more than

half of NWBC congregations.
Strength and health. Necessary
attention has focused on starting new
churches in the Northwest’s growing
areas for a number of years. God has
blessed the commitments of Northwest Baptists with dozens of new and
diverse churches and there is every
indication the momentum will continue.
But every single one faces not long
after being launched a number of challenges that will determine whether they
will enjoy a future of growing ministry
or deal with uncertain viability.
Typically, conventions have assumed
they just need to start new churches
and strengthen “existing churches” (existing usually meaning older than 10-15
years) and all will be well. Today, many
new churches become existing churches in a much shorter period of time.
Churches – whether “new” or “existing”
-- must commit to finding multiple ways
of praying for one another, helping one
another and blessing one another.
More than 20 years ago, longtime
Northwest pastor Bill Crews – at the
time serving as president of Golden
Gate Baptist Theological Seminary
-- surveyed the national ministry
landscape and sounded a harsh, blunt
assessment: “Many of these existing
churches are culture-bound colonies of
Southern Baptist life in the 1950s and
1960s. Short of radical change, they
are destined, and probably deserving,
to die, drowned in a sea of unchurched,
lost persons who found their culture
unattractive and sometimes offensive.”
With the need so great, and the
people so many, we must live and work,
pray and serve so that such an indictment is not a longstanding characteristic here. It’s a matter of God’s mission.
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GOING ON A TRIP?

NORTHWEST BAPTIST FOUNDATIO

Make sure your ducks are in a row.

Be Prepared!
Review or create a Power of Attorney and/or Advance Directive before traveling abroad.
One phone call can put you at ease.
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