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Don’t assume a “none” is done

Randy Adams
Executive Director
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The Northwest is home to many
“nones,” those who say they have no
religion, which includes more than
30 percent of those living around us.
Their population is highest in two major
urban areas -- 42 percent in Portland
and 37 percent in Seattle claim “no
religion.”
It means a few things for those
sharing the good news of Jesus in the
Northwest.
First, many of our neighbors have
no faith system they must “leave” to
come to Christ. Coming to Christ from
a religious system like Islam means
breaking with family and community, as
well as Islamic teachings. It can even
put one’s life in jeopardy. By contrast,
those with no religion are not “leaving”
a faith system as much as they are
filling a void, the “God-shaped hole” in
every human heart.
Many of those coming to Christ
around the world are coming from
this kind of background. In China, for
example, tens of millions are coming to
Christ from atheism and agnosticism.
Second, Jesus provides the only
satisfying answer to the deep needs of
the heart. These include forgiveness,
love, and hope, but I want to highlight
two areas that exist for every person,
including the nones.
Every human being yearns for
justice, but without our God, justice is
unattainable. On June 17, 2015 nine
people were murdered during a Bible
study at the Emmanuel AME Church in
Charleston, SC. In Syria and Iraq, thousands of Christians, and others, have
been slaughtered by ISIS. These and
other atrocities demand that justice be
done. But how do you secure justice
for those so grievously wronged? They
are dead. Even if the killers are caught
and punished, how does this help the
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victims? If there is no God who is holy
and who has the ability to produce the
right, there is no ultimate justice.
Without a just God to whom all
must give an account, this world is
reduced to “winners and losers.” Winners are those who get the most “stuff”
and live a long and happy life. Losers
are those who don’t get the “stuff,” and
whose lives are cut short or impaired
through bad health or bad luck. Ultimately, we all lose because death
comes to all.
If there is no God, and no hope of
ultimate judgment and resurrection and
eternal life, then there is no true justice
for the most evil among us and their
victims are life’s losers. This is a reality
that nones and all unbelievers need to
confront. Jesus provides the only hope
for justice and fairness.
Every person wants to live in peace,
but without our God, there can be no
peace in the truest sense. Worldly
diplomacy and military engagements
are merely intended to end massive
killings and produce what might be
called “peaceful bigotry.” If the killing
stops we will call it “peace,” but really
it’s a “peaceful bigotry” because there
is no love. Our political and judicial
system is meant to keep order, not
produce peace. Only God can produce
peace because peace requires a heartchange.
We are privileged to live in one
of the most beautiful places in the
world, which at the same time is one
of the world’s great mission fields.
About 4 percent of Northwesterners
are in church on Sunday, but we have
a powerful gospel. We have the only
message that addresses the great
needs of the human heart, including
the needs for justice and peace. It is a
good day to share his good news.
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“Parachute” team member
returns to Northwest

Stephanie Gibson oversees a game at a block party in Tumwater, WA for new church plant, The Canvas Church.

homecoming of sorts took place in recent months when
Stephanie Gibson arrived back in Tumwater, WA, to assist
with The Canvas Church, a church launching in coming
months. Gibson previously spent a summer with three others on a
“parachute team,” sent to the area to cultivate the spiritual soil in
hopes of building a community of faith near Olympia.
Raised and educated in Texas, Gibson began
attending church with her grandmother in first grade,
but when her family, who moved frequently, relocated
to Amarillo, a neighborhood woman stopped by to
see if her family would allow Gibson to go to church
with her.
“I got saved at Vacation Bible School that summer,” Gibson recalled. “The pastor from that church
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picked me up even after we moved again. I wanted
more than anything to see my parents in church and
it actually happened. My dad eventually led our youth
group and mom got really involved, too.”
But it was in college that Gibson identifies as
the time she began treasuring Jesus. She started
participating in mission trips, such as “beach reach,” a
spring break evangelistic outreach to college stu-

“We quickly began hosting a
dents partying on the beaches of
them,” Gibson
weekly dinner and Bible study for
San Padre, and international efforts
noted. “I had a lot
people we met. Over the course
in China and Thailand.
of options but my
of time I grew to love it here.”
Gibson continued in her ministry
mom suggested
efforts through Go Now Missions, a
I come back and
Stephanie Gibson
student missions program for colvisit Tumwater, just
legians that enables them to serve across the United
to see how I felt. It was weird to hear from her, but
States and the world for one week to 12 months
affirming that she would suggestion a ‘vision tour.’ I
as student missionaries. She spent the summer of
was reminded of how beautiful it is and how much I
2012 in Tumwater, a site identified by the Northwest
love it.”
Baptist Convention as a town needing a new church.
With her eventual decision to return, Gibson
“It was crazy and I didn’t know what to expect,”
sold everything except what would fit in her car and
Gibson said of her experiences in Tumwater. “Four
joined forces and an apartment with the Tindalls to
of us did life together, went to the grocery store, the
lend her support to The Canvas Church. They hope
local community college, walked and hung out with
to begin services in coming months.
students. We used the bus system for transportation
Gibson has a servant’s heart that was evident
and met people there. Taking the bus changed my
when she first arrived on the field as a member of
perspective on how God works because we would
the parachute team three years ago. And that heart
see people other places after meeting them on the
fell in love with the community of Tumwater Hill and
bus.”
the vision of planting a church in the community to
Gibson found people in the Northwest friendly,
reach the people there.
though not as open to conversation as in her home
“It was our hope that these college students may
state, but also found them to be more genuine after
someday return to the Northwest,” said Peters, the
getting to know them.
NWBC’s team leader for the western Washington
“It was a really growing time for me, as I didn’t
region. “It’s not a big surprise that Stephanie was the
have my parents to fall back on and I learned to rely
first of them to follow her heart to Tumwater.”
on God to level out my moods,” Gibson said. “We
“I am working a part-time job as a physical
quickly began hosting a weekly dinner and Bible
therapy aide and am receiving some support, so that
study for people we met. Over the course of time I
I can give the time needed to this ministry,” Gibson
grew to love it here.”
said. “I have the mornings to get stuff done such as
Gibson kept in touch with NWBC church planting
the mailers I designed and other administrative tasks.
catalysts Phil Peters and Gary Floyd after returning
We are hosting a Bible study and summer barbeque
home. It stuck with her that Floyd would occasionally
to generate interest.”
remind her that “the light was left on” for her in the
Although she has made a commitment to stay
Northwest.
two years, Gibson is open to endless possibilities
She earned her degree in social work, but found
that will include her spiritual burden for college and
a love of organization and administration. After
international students and love of preschoolers.
church planters Ben and Shelly Tindall, also from
“It is so great to see how God has worked in my
Texas, were identified as church planters, Peters
life to bring me to this point and am so excited about
arranged for a meeting for the 25-year-old to share
the future to see how he continues to work in my
her knowledge of the area before they moved north.
life,” Gibson added.
“We met and talked for a few hours and they
eventually asked me to pray about coming with
By Sheila Allen
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Matthew and Nicole Savage, with their sons Elijah and Abel

Young church launches
new congregation
hat’s old has become new again for
The Journey Church in Everett, WA,
as the young congregation prepares
to send off a significant portion of its
membership to begin a new church
in nearby Mill Creek, WA, where the church originally
began.
Matthew Savage, now the pastor at The Journey,
considers it providential that he saw a sign at the
seminary he was attending advertising an opportunity to meet with Gary Irby, director of church planting resources for the Northwest Baptist Convention,
for those interested in ministry opportunities in the
Northwest.
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“It was my first semester of seminary, and although I had told my wife I never wanted to plant a
church, I also knew I wanted to get out of the Bible
belt, and for me, the west coast was it,” Savage
recalled. “Gary told me to call him when I was ready
to graduate and so five years later I called his office.
I signed up one more time when he came through
our campus again and Gary said he had the church
for me.”
Savage joined the effort at the young church
meeting in public schools in Mill Creek as pastor
of growth, joining founding pastor Chris Mayfield in
2007. After Mayfield resigned several years later,
Savage was asked to become the pastor.

An annual “baby shower” for the community was sponsored by The Journey Chuch for
those in need.

“We love it,” Savage
remarked. “We moved into
downtown Everett into
our own leased building in
2010 that has a parking
garage free and open to
the public on weekends
located literally 15 feet
from our facility. Downtown
Everett is going through a
growth spurt with a projected 40 percent growth
by 2025, due in part to the
huge growth of Boeing in
our area.”
The church has seen
double digit increases in
attendance since 2010
and a 17 percent increase
in 2014 alone, with tithing
doubling in the last four
years.
“We had phenomenal
support from churches in
Houston, Texas, but we’ve
grown to the point we didn’t need their financial support right now,” Savage said.
Five years ago The Journey’s associate pastor
of children and families, Mike Purcell, confirmed he
would like to serve as a lead pastor one day.
“I committed to Mike that I would make it my goal
to prepare him for that, so he has spent 25 percent
of the time in the pulpit and we took time to review
his sermons afterwards,” Savage noted. “We worked
on developing his leadership skills and three years
ago our elders decided to announce our goal to
begin another new church.” Leaders researched the
“least reached zip code” around Puget Sound and
learned it was the area they had left earlier in Mill
Creek.
“We had a guy who wanted to start a church and
financial partners on board, so we asked for prayer
support and 53 of our members have committed

to begin Redemption Church in Mill Creek,” Savage
said. “God was clear, there was a need and we have
no excuses. In fact, they will be meeting at the same
high school that The Journey formerly used. It’s kind
of ironic that some of the same people who live in
that area who moved here with us will be going back
to Mill Creek to see this church started.”
Meanwhile, The Journey continues to flourish
with unique ministries, one of which is called “diapers
and donuts.”
“A member suggested it several years ago to provide help and fellowship for young, struggling families,” Savage stated. “We are averaging 20 families
who come each month and we provide free diapers
and a class and snack for the kids, so parents can
come and hang out and we have a short devotion.
It’s been incredible and growing rapidly.”
Continued on Page 18
JULY/AUGUST 2015 Northwest Baptist Convention
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Food needs met by
Washington church

ragedy is known to bring out the best
in people and residents of Hamilton,
WA, know that all too well. Built in a
flood plain of the Skagit River, the
town has experienced devastating floods
every few years for over a century.
Standing in the gap to meet needs and pull people from the brink of
despair is First Baptist Church of Hamilton, where Pastor Ron Edwards
has led the charge since 2003.
“I was told of the flooding when I first came here,” Edwards said. “The
church building used to be in the center of town, but was a victim of two
floods in 1990. The church decided to move and God opened up opportunity for land that was across Highway 20, on much higher ground
out of the flood zone. God worked miracles, for within a couple of years
it was paid for in full.”
It was clear to Edwards and his wife, Beth, when they walked
through the low-income community that God was calling them to Ham-

8

Northwest Baptist Convention JULY/AUGUST 2015

ilton. Four months later the town
of 350 residents was once again
hit by another massive flood and
only five homes were not covered
by water.
“We already had an arrangement with the Red Cross, so the
church was once again turned into
an emergency shelter,” Edwards
stated. “With national attention, we
received donations from all over
the country and were quickly overwhelmed by it. At first, five Sunday
school classes were quickly filled
with donated clothes and other
items. Then, a shipping container
was brought onto the property.
Soon it became unmanageable.”
Owners of a vacant timber mill
across the road offered warehouse space to store the materials and a haphazard method of
giving out food began. The church
people were directly involved for
over a year in mudding-out homes
and distributing supplies, but the
floods only served to uncover
problems that were not going
away.
Soon, donated modular buildings were in place on church property and became an outreach center for food, clothing and furniture.
A ministry to the underserved was
born when First Baptist partnered
with other Christian organizations
in the county to create the Ham-

ilton Community Food Bank, now
solely operated by First Baptist.
“We distribute food and clothing and talk to people about the
Lord,” Edwards said. “We jumped
in with both feet and have up to
25 volunteers who work every
week, some giving up to 30 hours
per week. There are 150 to 225
families who seek help each week
and it’s a pretty big deal. Sometimes there is a lot of frustration
and we get tired, but God always
makes it clear it is still our time to
do this.”
Volunteers want to make certain
that anyone seeking help feels
comfortable and it has given
church members endless opportunities to share the gospel and
meet needs. Edwards first meets
with each new client and tells
them about the program, which is
non-conditional on receiving assistance.
“There are genuine reasons
why they come and we build relationships and share the gospel,”
Edwards noted. “We have seen
many come to faith and many also
ended up attending our church.
I have asked God what it is that
keeps our volun-

teers there and have come to the
conclusion they realize this really
matters.”
The church pays three cents
per pound for food they receive
from Food Lifeline, which distributes to all the food banks in
western Washington and can
include out-of-date or nearly expired foods and excess products.
They sometimes purchase 6,000
pounds of food at one time.
Jim and Anita Kelly, retired
school teachers, direct the program and “are very hands on,” Edwards said. “Anita is an incredible
organizer and developed a system
for how much we need to give out
a balanced diet, as she is concerned as much about the quality as she is the quantity. People
can take 50 pounds of food, plus
produce each week, which is still
a supplement to most people, but
does go a long way.”
The food bank has had some
clients for many years who may
be disabled or retired, so volunteers get to know them personally
and care for them.
“A young lady came to us as
a teenager, strung out on meth,”
Edwards reported.

“Since then she has come to faith
in Christ and straightened up,
with her life turned around. Anita
took her under her wing and she
is like a daughter to them. Those
touches show up all through the
food bank. Another lady came in
one day on her way to jumping off
of a bridge and we asked her to
instead stay and help out. Eight
years later she is still here and is
in charge of our clothing.”
Other ministries of the church
include TeamKid and Vacation
Bible School which draws large
crowds of low-income children, according to Edwards.
“I am humbled by the commitment our people have,” Edwards
said.
The church has a good working
relationship with town leaders. It
turned its buildings over to the city,
but then leased them back for $1
per year. The city, in turn, provides
the insurance.
“We are an integral part of the
community and would appreciate
people’s prayers,” Edwards said.
“We always need more volunteers
and especially some younger folks
to catch the vision, but God always
provides.”
By Sheila Allen

Modular buildings house a community food bank run
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Students prepare to serve in Thailand
tudents will take the lead as they make
their way to Chackoengsao, Thailand, on
July 30 for a 12-day Northwest Baptist
Convention mission endeavor. A team of
20 teenagers and adults will seek to make a difference for Christ as they travel to the outskirts of
Bangkok to teach English as a second language and
engage in cultural exchange with middle and high
school students.
Leading the trip is youth pastor Curtis Lilly of
Snoqualmie, WA, and other adults who will accompany the teens from various parts of the Northwest.
Danny Kuykendall, a NWBC church health consultant, is on tap as the mission pastor who will teach
students in daily sessions.
“We will be working with Rob and Lori Pengra,
who have a long history in the Northwest as church
planters before assuming their position with the
International Mission Board in Thailand,” Kuykendall said. “Rob Pengra was on staff at the Interstate
Baptist Association and was also a church planting
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catalyst for the NWBC. We are thrilled to get the
chance for our teenagers to influence other teenagers in a public school setting.”
The team will stay in a dormitory-style setting at a
medical center in the area while in Thailand.
“The students there are hungry to study English
and learn about our culture,” Kuykendall noted. “Obviously we want to share the gospel and have been
given permission to do so freely. It is such a great
opportunity for our students to rub shoulders with
active missionaries and share their personal testimony and their faith.”
Mission experiences offer the opportunity to think
more globally about the need for all people of the
world to know the Lord, according to Kuykendall.
These opportunities have often been a precursor
to students making international missions their life
calling.
Another effort will be centered in Thailand in August 2016, when current IMB personnel and their
Continued on Page 18
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Church plants multiplying in Region 5
large map and plenty of prayer are two
central elements to penetrating the spiritual cavern of Region 5 for Garry Benfield, church planting catalyst and Northwest Baptist
Convention team leader for the region.
It’s a vast territory that encompasses the Idaho
panhandle, across to the Cascade mountain range,
from the Canadian border swooping down through
the upper reaches of Oregon.
“When it became evident that I was going to be
a church planting catalyst after our restructuring
four years ago, I laid out a map and the eight Native
American reservations in our area just jumped out at
me as an unreached people group,” said Benfield. “I
have visited them all and see the lostness, although
I am not Native American myself. I know Christianity
has failed in finding ways to reach them.”
Benfield believes reaching Native Americans
could lead to the next great spiritual awakening. But
that people group is not the only population segment
that concerns Benfield.
“I believe I’ve come to the point that we can never
have too many churches,” remarked Benfield, who
was a pastor himself in Portland, OR, and Auburn,
WA, prior to beginning his service as director of missions for the Columbia Basin Baptist Association in
1995. “We have got to find a way to help our existing
churches catch a vision to penetrate the lostness
and help them maintain that as a goal.”
Although Region 5 does not contain a densely
populated area such as Seattle or Portland, there are
still many people that call the region home. Planting
churches is the way to open spiritual eyes, a vision
that Benfield keeps before him.
“This is my mission field and although I am not
opposed to overseas missions, that is not my calling
-- I see myself as a missionary here and it keeps me
occupied,” Benfield said. “The field is ripe for harvest
and we have a lot of towns that have populations be-

tween 2,000 and 15,000 people without a Southern
Baptist church there.”
With 11 new church plants under two years old in
Region 5, Benfield has grown to enjoy his role as a
church planting catalyst.
“It was rough for the first couple of years, as I
had focused on church health for 14 years,” noted
Benfield, who majored in deaf education in college
following a stint in the United States Air Force. He
and his wife, Suzanne, moved to Portland, OR, when
Benfield accepted the pastorate at the First Baptist
Church of the Deaf while he attended Golden Gate
Seminary.
Benfield sees many Christians and churches
fighting complacency and believes spiritual warfare
is ongoing.
“It is on a different level on college campuses and
reservations,” Benfield said. “But the caliber of men
and women God is raising up and bringing to us in
church planting gives me hope for a bright future for
the Northwest Baptist Convention. They are going
to train others as they are trained, plant churches as
they are planting. The pool of leadership is growing
and I am really excited about the potential. I see one
of our greatest needs to be connections between
our existing pastors and church planters.”
Beyond the need for churches on the reservations, another burden for Benfield is second and third
generation Hispanic residents who populate the area.
“We have towns in central Washington that are
between 50-85 percent Hispanic,” Benfield reported.
“There are some good first generation churches out
there, but most of ours are struggling to meet the
needs of the younger generation.
“There is much to be done and resources are
sometimes spread thin, so we have to be creative,”
Benfield said. “I am so appreciative of the Cooperative Program and sacrificial giving to missions that
makes this possible.”
JULY/AUGUST 2015 Northwest Baptist Convention
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Pastors learn, grow
as new chuch gels
lthough church planter Jacob Morris
grew up in Spokane, WA, it was at Dallas Theological Seminary in Texas that
he met future co-pastor Adam Bonus.
“We lived right above Adam and his family in
student family housing, which was basically just like
living in a dorm with families and little kids around,”
Morris said of his time at DTS. He found his way to
Texas after first realizing he wanted to be a pastor
at the young age of 10 and then attending Moody
Bible Institute in Spokane for a bachelors’ degree in
biblical studies.
Morris and Bonus began dreaming of starting a
church connected to a coffee shop during their seminary days, but Pennsylvania-born Bonus was initially
pursuing international missions.
“The more we prayed about it, this seemed right,”
said Bonus. “We decided to do it and had to raise
support, so we put together a prospectus and took
trips to raise some support.”
Morris originally included his hometown of Spokane in his search for a location, but when he and
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his wife, Beth, came to visit her family in the Tri-Cities, West Richland jumped out at the couple.
“West Richland is experiencing rapid growth and
the best success for church planting is to start when
people are establishing rhythms of life,” Morris said.
“This town was the fastest growing city in Washington in 2012 and our demographic studies predict
70,000 people should be moving here in the next 10
years.”
Potential for a core group to help the fledgling
church was in the works with a home Bible study
group that was already meeting, but the group disintegrated before the duo and their families arrived, a
deflating episode for the young men.
The two pastors wanted to feel connected to a
larger evangelical organization and began talks with
Garry Benfield, Northwest Baptist Convention church
planting catalyst and Region 5 team leader.
“We had a large respect for the Southern Baptist
Convention and asked if there was any way we could
be adopted into the convention as a church plant,”
Morris noted. “We started the church planter assess-

ment with Garry and joined the Northwest Baptist
Convention and he was helpful in building a few
relationships for us.”
The pair began with a Bible study in a coffee
shop for men who didn’t want to go to church, a
place they also used for their office and to meet
people. Three of those men committed to the ministry of newly-named Reliance Church and some were
found through an online ad for worship team members. Since beginning in the coffee shop, the young
church first moved to a local Christian school and
more recently leased space in an upscale strip mall,
which they customized for their own needs.
Now two years old, Reliance Church has grown to
an average of 85 people in attendance each week.
Lead pastor Morris typically preaches each Sunday,
gives guidance to the worship team and handles
Sunday morning issues. Bonus oversees adult small
groups, marketing, communication with financial
partners, construction and the mission team, which
includes local and international outreach.

“Construction of our facility has consumed half of
my time in the last six months and cost us $55,000,”
Bonus stated. “My main job is delegating and I seek to
encourage, equip and empower leaders for the church.”
“We have had some moments of being totally
humbled through this process and high points when
we had 110 in attendance on Easter and another
time since then,” Morris said. “We are growing by 5
to 10 people each month and think we may have to
consider two services in the fall, because of the size
of our worship space.”
The church has a broadly aged, well rounded
group including newlyweds, college students and
seniors. Reliance Church has recently contracted
with the landlord to lease an adjoining space due
to growth in children’s attendance. The group had
a positive reception from the community and other
churches in the area. While they requested three
years of giving from their supporters, internal giving
is beginning to surpass external funds.
Continued on Page 19

Customizing a leased facility has consumed considerable time and energy for two-year-old Reliance Church.
JULY/AUGUST 2015 Northwest Baptist Convention
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Washington man passionate about evangelism
alking the camp perimeter in Vietnam
on dark nights serving in the Army,
Al Nave read the pocket Bible given
to him by his wife’s grandfather by
candlelight. He knew he was secure in Christ, no
matter what happened to him, but he was disturbed
by his inability to explain to a fellow soldier how to
accept Christ as Savior.
That experience stuck with Nave upon retiring
from the Army and relocating to Airway Heights, WA.
“I was asked to become a deacon in the church
and I said I would
not do it until someone
trained me to lead
someone else
to Christ,” Nave
said. “I became a
Christian when I
was 13 years old
after I went with
my dad, a deacon,
as he led revivals
in the hollows of
Tennessee, but
I still wanted to
be able to share
Christ personally.”
One of 14
children, Nave
left Tennessee never
to return at age 17 when
he joined the Army.
Twenty years and 21 moves later, Nave retired from
working on guided missiles.
“I started with Evangelism Explosion at Airway
Heights Baptist Church and started leading some
to Christ,” Nave stated. “I went on visitation all that
time and went through six or seven other evangelism
programs, include FAITH. I went through the FAITH
program 13 times, first to be trained, and then taking
two others through it with me each time after that, so
24 more were able to share the gospel.”
Nave conceded anxious feelings when he first
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began, but now it just comes naturally.
“I wish I had kept a record of all the folks I’ve
shared with,” Nave said. “I recall a time that I’d
volunteered for training as a counselor for the Billy
Graham crusades in Spokane. They asked us to
follow along behind folks that were responding to
the message and there was a group of four women
that wanted to stay together, so I shared Christ with
all of them. One of the women told me she was a
pastor’s wife, but she had never accepted Christ like
Billy Graham had talked about, even though she was
knowledgeable of the Bible. She did not think her
husband had either, so I encouraged her to go home
and share with him.”
Although he regularly went out with others to
evangelize, he happened to be alone when a divine appointment led to him to a family’s home. The
father of the family told Nave he needed him to lead
himself and his three children to Christ. All four professed faith and were baptized at the Airway Heights
church, where Dale Jenkins is pastor.
Nave was recognized last November at the
Northwest Baptist Convention annual meeting with a
“Faithful Sower Award,” which recognized people for
evangelistic and mission efforts.
Although slowing down at 76 years old, Nave
continues to learn and received the MY316 training
offered last year at his church through the Northwest
Baptist Convention’s evangelism and church health
office.
“After I returned home from one of the MY316
training sessions, I was talking to my great-granddaughter about it and after hearing more, she
wanted to accept Christ right then,” Nave added. “I
am always ready to share about Christ and am available at altar calls for people that are responding. I do
it for the Lord.”
More information about MY316 is available at
http://www.nwbaptist.org/ministry/MY316.html or
by emailing lbowen@nwbaptist.org.
By Sheila Allen
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Goal: $120,000
September 2015

HOW OFFERING FUNDS MAKE AN IMPACT
Church Planting (50 percent) $55,000: Helps with enlisting and training of
church planters to share the good news with unreached people in the Northwest,
launching churches in new communities and reaching people groups across the
Northwest.
Evangelism Training/Resources: Helps fund important local church projects
and community service efforts that share the good news of Christ in local neighborhoods and communities.
• Disaster Relief (5 percent) $5,500
• MY316 Personal Evangelism Training (5 percent) $5,500
• Vacation Bible School Training (5 percent) $5,500
Leadership Development: Helps the growth and development of church
leaders, enabling them to lead their congregations in making greater impact in
ministry throughout Oregon, Washington and north Idaho.
• Contextualized Leadership Development (5 percent) $5,500
• OASIS Vocational Church Staff/Spouses Retreat (30 percent) $33,000
“Northwest Impact” is the regular theme of the Sylvia Wilson Mission Offering for
Northwest Missions. Allocations for church planting are matched by additional
financial resources from the North American Mission Board of the Southern Baptist
Convention.

Northwest Baptist JULY/AUGUST
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Board solidifies 2016
goals, agenda
he Northwest Baptist Convention executive board approved a $5,164,000
budget for 2016, affirmed a $120,000
goal for the convention’s regional offering and added policies related to child protection
and sexual harassment.
The budget and offering goal must be approved
by NWBC messengers at the annual meeting November 10-11 in Portland.
The 2016 spending plan represents an increase
in the total budget of almost $66,000 over the
$5,098,300 in this year’s budget.
It anticipates $2,798,000 in Cooperative Program
gifts from NWBC churches, an increase of $78,000
over the $2,720,000 in the 2015 budget.
The percentage of the Cooperative Program
budget forwarded to the Southern Baptist Convention Executive Committee for disbursement to global
SBC causes remains the same at 27.25 percent.
The share, however, of the total forwarded is expected to increase from 741,200 this year to 762,455 in
2016.
The other major increase in the budget – over
$48,000 – is for the biennial retreat for pastors and
spouses. It is slated for May 23-25 is Seaside, OR.
Funding from the North American Mission Board
for 2016 is $1,844,225. That reflects an agreed
upon reduction from the $1,891,010 in this year’s
budget. Partnership funding between NAMB and the
NWBC – on an 84 percent/16 percent ratio in 2016
-- is spent largely on church planting and evangelism.
NWBC support of the Pacific Northwest Campus
of Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary remains the same at $100,000.
The allocations for the $120,000 Sylvia Wilson Mission Offering in 2016 – collected by most
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participating NWBC churches each September – are
church planting (50 percent), Contextualized Leadership Development (20 percent), disaster relief (10
percent), Vacation Bible School (10 percent) and
collegiate work (10 percent).
Totals for the regional offering – also known as
“Northwest Impact” -- have fluctuated in recent years
and fallen short of its goals: $87,470 in 2014 with a
goal of $110,000; 102,275 in 2013 with a goal of
$140,000; 99,307 in 2012 with a goal of $140,000;
101,792 in 2011 with a goal of $120,000; and
117,767 in 2010 with a goal of $120,000.
In other business, the board approved anti-sexual
harassment and child protection policies. The policies
allow the NWBC to increase its insurance liability
coverage in the event of such situations.
The anti-sexual harassment policy outlines guidelines and procedures in the event a charge of sexual
harassment is made. Among the statements in the
2-page document is: “Northwest Baptist Convention
will not tolerate, condone, or allow sexual harassment, whether engaged in by fellow employees,
supervisors, managers, outside clients, or other nonemployees who conduct business with Northwest
Baptist Convention. Northwest Baptist Convention
encourages the reporting of all sexual harassment
incidents, regardless of who the offender may be.”
The approved policy does not suggest a reporting
procedure in the event the charge is made against
the executive director, so the board agreed for the
executive committee to bring a recommendation for
consideration at the board’s November meeting.
The 3-page child protection policy outlines procedures and training to “provide a safe and secure
environment for the children who participate in our
programs and activities.”

Included in the policy are procedures for the
selection, screening and training of workers who
participate in activities and events that involve supervision of children 18 and under. A national criminal
background check will be required of all employees
and volunteers who will be working with children at
NWBC-sponsored activities.
It also includes a 6-step procedure for responding to allegations of child abuse, including notification to civil authorities.
In other matters, the board also added a statement in the personnel manual governing staff
conduct: “While on business travel, NWBC employees may not occupy a vehicle with a member of the
opposite sex unless there are at least three adults in
the vehicle or the member of the opposite sex is a
family member.”
NWBC executive director Randy Adams noted
the addition was not precipitated by any incident, but
just put those expectations in writing.
The board began its meeting with time of prayer
for the nation’s political and judicial leaders. The
June 26 U.S. Supreme Court ruling declaring state
bans on same-sex marriage unconstitutional was
referenced specifically.
“In light of things going on in our nation, I thought
it would be best if we spent our (devotional) time
praying for our leaders rather than being upset and
talking bad about things,” said Dale Jenkins, pastor
of Airway Heights (WA) Baptist Church and NWBC
president. “We need to see it as an opportunity to
talk about Jesus.”
He challenged Northwest Baptists to pray often
for national leaders.

Frank Johnson

“We should spend at least as much time praying
for them as we do complaining about what they’ve
done,” said Jenkins.
Frank Johnson, pastor of Chestnut Street Baptist Church in Ellensburg, WA, and NWBC first vice
president, reminded board members, “They need our
prayers just as greatly as we need the prayers of
others.”
“Pray for them as people like us,” urged Bryan
Toll, pastor of Smith Rock Community Church in
Terrebonne, OR, and NWBC second vice president.
“We set up barriers when we start labeling them as
this or that.”
As the meeting concluded, Jenkins reminded
participants, “We’re still in the same battle we were a
week ago (before the court’s ruling).”

By Cameron Crabtree
JULY/AUGUST 2015 Northwest Baptist Convention
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Continued from Page 6

That ministry led to an annual community baby
shower for those who need practical things and support they don’t have in families or friends. The Journey members collect donated toys, clothes, diapers,
wipes and larger items.
“Last year we had 90 people come through and
we had
$10,000
worth of
merchandise for them,” Savage said. “We are now seeing
some of those folks come to diapers and donuts and
from that to church. There are three Muslim families
now hearing the Bible being taught. We are reaching broken families, many of whom are living below
the poverty line and practically homeless. We have
partnered with social workers to find people who are
in need.”

Another ministry to homeless in the area met with
significant resistance by community leaders, and was
eventually shut down, according to Savage.
“We received a letter that found us in violation
of a city ordinance, and although we disagree, it
was going to require a lawsuit and I told the mayor
we want
to be good
neighbors
and serve
everyone,
so we chose not to pursue the legal battle,” Savage
reported. “God gave me the opportunity to share the
gospel in a 15 minute presentation to business leaders that was on television through that.
“We are doing our best to remain faithful,” Savage
said.

By Sheila Allen

Continued from Page 10

families from the East Asia region gather in Pattaya
for a conference specific to their needs. Northwest
volunteers are encouraged to consider joining the
effort to support missionaries by leading age-specific
classes for those from birth to 18 years old.
Up to 200 Northwest volunteers are needed to
carry out this massive effort and will include other
ministries for participants, such as hair stylists,
medical services and pastoral or clinical care.
Those interested in joining the effort may register their interest by emailing project coordinator
Sheila Allen at sheila@nwbaptist.org. Information
regarding training materials, trip expenses and
other travel details will be released in coming
months.
A series of East Asia One Day conferences is
slated for this fall in various regions of the Northwest and will feature a team of IMB East Asia
representatives and NWBC leaders explaining
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how churches can participate. An online registration
for the one day events is available at http://kwiksurveys.com/s/r4pu18zlcvm6cwp410558.

By Sheila Allen

Upcoming Conferences
First Baptist Church
Beaverton, OR
Tacoma First Baptist Church
Tacoma, WA
McKenzie Road Baptist Church
Olympia, WA
Calvary Baptist Church
Burlington, WA

Continued from Page 13

“We want to be independent by the end of three
years,” Moris added. “God has blessed us so much,
such as bringing us a guy who moved to the area
and wanted to lead youth ministry. We have been
able to connect him with Golden Gate Seminary,
which he is enrolled in for the fall, and he eventually
wants to plant a church.”
People in the area put a huge value on education and credentials, according to Bonus, a reflection
of the highly educated workforce that has moved
to the area for skilled jobs. A recent emphasis on
marriage ministry and international dinners to draw
people who live in
the area from other
countries are being
promoted at Reliance.
We are so
thankful for the

support we have received from the North American
Mission Board and know we made the right decision
to connect with the Northwest Baptist Convention,”
Morris said. “There are Muslim, Buddhist and Morman religious groups represented right here in this
area and we have much to do. Our mission statement ‘Inviting people to impact their communities for
Christ’ reflects our goal to help people embrace the
gospel.”

By Sheila Allen

NORTHWEST BAPTIST FOUNDATION
NORTHWEST BAPTIST FOUNDATION
GOING ON A SHORT-TERM INTERNATIONAL
MISSION TRIP?

Are your legal affairs in order?

Estate Planning is much more than writing a Will. It is preparing for the unexpected. Thorough preparation
for your mission trip includes reviewing or creating aJULY/AUGUST
Power of Attorney
and Health Care Directive.
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Cooperative Program Giving
The Cooperative Program enables me to partner with more than 45,000 churches to make Christ known . . . at home, across the nation, and around the world.

Region 4

Region 1
YTD-15
Auburn-Lifeway Ch Auburn
100
Auburn-Auburn Celebration
856
Auburn-Reliance
1,389
Auburn-Veritas
460
Bellevue-Essential
2,853
Bellevue-Well Commun
934
Bellevue-Lake Hills
1,981
Bellevue-Leaven Church
1,800
Blk Diamond-Chap Wood
2,606
Bonney Lake-Church Club 1 150
Bothell-Ekklesia
5,039
Bothell-Living Spring
200
Bothell-CrossPointe
6,467
Bothell-Iglesia Cristiana
819
Bothell-Queensgate
400
Burlington-Calvary
6,000
Clear Lake-FBC
250
Darrington-Mt View
1,096
Des Moines-The Mountain
87
Edmonds-Asian Intnl
50
Edmonds-North Seattle
100
Edmonds-One In Christ
150
Edmonds-Rock of Hope
3,626
Enumclaw-FBC
990
Everett-Redemption Ch
609
Everett-The Journey
8,278
Everett-Bethlehem Korean
100
Everett-Greater Trinity
75
Everett-Pinehurst
2,706
Everett-S Everett Comm
2,800
Everett-Silver Lake
858
Fed Way- Bethel
500
Fed Way-Compass Christian 1,000
Fed Way-First Ukranian
500
Fed Way-Antioch Korean
600
Fed Way-FBC
300
Fed Way-Korean-Amer
4,579
Fed Way-Lifeway
1,300

YTD-15
Fed Way-Light Church
565
Fed Way-Nine Lakes
680
Fed Way-Seattle Fellowship 420
Hamilton-FBC
4,921
Issaquah-Foothills
8,690
Kenmore-Landing Church 3,381
Kenmore-Disciple Making
350
Kent-International Christian
250
Kent-Sequoia
7,500
Kirkland- Bridge Church
500
Lakewood-Emmaus
300
Lakewood-FBC
23,781
Lakewood-Trinity
300
Lynden-La Vid Verdadera
736
Lynnwood-EagleWing
184
Lynnwood-FBC Martha Lk 3,978
Lynnwood-Global Mission
250
Lynnwood-Healing
38
Lynnwood-Japanese
357
Lynnwood-LifePoint
1,248
Lynnwood-ONE Church
242
Lynnwood-Seattle Bridge
1,376
Lynwood-Providence
500
Maple Falls-Mt. Baker
277
Maple Valley-Hope
16,667
Marysville-Emmanuel
1,898
Mill Creek-Adullam
410
Monroe-Casa de Paz
317
Monroe-FBC
11,890
Mount Vernon-Trinity
2,419
Oak Harbor-Christian Fellow 253
Oak Harbor-Southern
3,158
Puyallup-High Pointe
15,265
Puyallup-South Hill
1,469
Puyallup-Sunrise
12,158
Puyallup-Washington Mission 131
Redmond-FBC of Rose Hill 4,652
Redmond-Meadowbrook 28,616

Region 2
Bremerton-Kitsap Lake
Bremerton-Sonshine
Castle Rock-FBC
Chehalis-Dayspring
Dryad-Community
Elma-Bethany
Forks-FBC
Kalama-Kalama
Lacey-FBC
Lacey-New Zion
Longview-Beacon Hill
Longview-Columbia Hghts

YTD-15
4,600
3,093
2,630
4,541
1,388
1,203
6,600
4,599
6,104
500
1,883
1,570

Longview-FBC
Longview-Highlands
Longview-Robert Gray
Longview-Valley
Morton-Reconciled
Olympia-Illuminate
Olympia-Joy
Olympia-McKenzie Road
Olympia-Vietnamese
Port Angeles-Hillcrest
Port Hadlock-Oak Bay
Port Orchard-Evergreen

YTD-15
25,095
513
7,146
13,962
2,124
75
135
14,156
100
4,076
1,422
870

Region 3
YTD-15
Battle Ground-Comm
408
Beavercreek-NW Contexture 1,915
Beaverton-FBC
11,262
Beaverton-Global
150
Beaverton-Iglesia Bautista 2,316
Bingen-FBC
483
Boring-Orient Drive
2,288
Camas-Lacamas Heights
1,199
Canby-Bethel
201
Estacada-Clackamas Vly
680
Forest Grove-Fellowship
1,032
Forest Grove-The Crossing
718
Goldendale-Columbus Ave 6,935
Gresham-Grtr Gresham
41,896
Gresham-Punto de Gracia 2,005
Happy Valley-Trinity
6,875
Hillsboro-New Life
1,292
Hillsboro-Oregon
200
Hood River-Tucker Road
1,491
Klickitat-Klickitat Valley
665
Lake Oswego-Lake Bible
200

YTD-15
McMinnville-Valley
7,575
McMinnville-Grace
966
Mt Hood Parkdale-Parkdale 789
Newberg-Chehalem Valley 10,211
Odell-FBC
605
Oregon City-Catalyst
1,557
Prtld-Flavel Street
200
Prtld-Antioch Christian
950
Prtld-Bridge City
185
Prtld-Burnside
285
Prtld-Holgate
1,310
Prtld-Korean Logos
1,000
Prtld-Mien Fellowship
304
Prtld-Mill Park
3,409
Prtld-New Harvest
835
Prtld-New Life
413
Prtld-Peninsula
300
Prtld-Renaissance
151
Prtld-Solid Rock
3,785
Prtld-Vietnamese Revival
298
Ridgefield-Discovery Pointe 3,228

Grand Total

1,142,421

YTD-15
Renton-Church of Beloved 5,237
Renton-Calvary
10,573
Renton-Iglesia Bautista
500
Renton-Imago Dei
425
Renton-Trinity
2,000
Roy-Nisqually Valley
1,869
Sammamish-21st Century
670
Seattle-Ethiopian Intl
50
Seattle-Mojdeh
210
Seattle-The Commons
750
Seattle-The Hallows
10,176
Seattle--Vona
414
Seattle-Chinese Southern 9,932
Seattle-Epic Life
929
Seattle-FBC Beverly Pk
2,095
Seattle-Grace Fellowship
186
Seattle-Thien An
1,200
Sedro Woolley-Skagit
500
Sedro Woolley-Valley
1,765
Snohomish-Bridge
1,632
Snohomish-BridgeCity
2,241
Snoqualmie-Lifepointe
980
Sultan-FBC
869
Tacoma-The Pathway
1,741
Tacoma-Filipino Inter
780
Tacoma-Highland Hill
954
Tacoma-Japanese Intl
2,280
Tacoma-New Beginnings
116
Tacoma-New Hope
80
Tacoma-Parkland
1,434
Tacoma-Tacoma FBC
20,000
Tacoma-VMCM
180
Woodinville-Northcreek
500
Yelm-First
2,546
Yelm-Ignite Church
1,756

YTD-15
Albany-Calvary
931
Bend-Summit Community
338
Corvallis-Branch
1,635
Corvallis-Grant Avenue
14,141
Cottage Grove-Calvary
1,273
Creswell-New Hope
10,415
Dallas-FBC
1,142
Dexter-Dexter Baptist
705
Dorris-FBC
2,586
Drain-FBC
250
Eugene-Fairfield
6,290
Eugene-Harvest Comm
9,619
Eugene-Japanese
86
Eugene-Riviera
3,313
Florence-FBC
8,759
Glendale-Glendale
3,125
Gold Beach-Sixth Street
2,000
Gold Hill-Lampman Road
712
Grants Pass-College Hghts
976
Grants Pass-Dayspring
854
Grants Pass-River Valley
1,680
K Falls-Ch of Homedale
7,457
Keizer-Cristiana Renuevo
870
La Pine-Whispering Pines
625
Lakeview-Trinity
1,413
Lebanon-Trinity
3,383
Lincoln City-Pacific
1,040
Madras-FBC
2,182
Medford-Lozier Lane
2,062

Medford-New Horizon
Medford-Waters Life
Monmouth-Central
Newport-Calvary
North Bend-FBC
Phoenix-FBC
Prineville-Calvary
Prospect-Prospect
Redmond-Highland
Redmond-Rodehouse
Reedsport-Highlands
Rogue River-Grace
Roseburg-Bethany
Roseburg-Faith & Reason
Roseburg-Vine Street
Salem-Capital
Salem-Skyline
Siletz-Sacred Ground
Springfield-East Side
Springfield-Trinity
Sweet Home-FBC
Terrebonne-Smith Rock
Toledo-FBC
Waldport-FBC
Warm Springs-Warm Sprgs
White City-Trinity
Yachats-Yachats
Total

YTD-15
637
607
1,248
1,547
2,834
2,287
2,770
70
40,037
500
891
4,734
30
561
7,311
11,902
416
633
1,655
6,434
762
875
1,598
400
1,675
1,209
686

184,167

Region 5

YTD-15
Airway Hts-Airway Hts
7,688
Athol-Athol
6,091
Total
310,306
Benton City-FBC
1,375
Bonners Ferry-Boundary
233
Brewster-Calvary
2,691
Burbank-Trinity
250
Cashmere-Evergreen
1,615
Cheney-Fellowship
1,628
YTD-15
Clarkston-Sonrise
2,302
Port Orchard-FBC
6,505
Clarkston-Trinity
400
Port Townsend-San Juan
6,231
Coeur d’Alene-Emmanuel
4,756
Rainier-Delena
515
Coulee City-Cowboy
720
Scapoose-New Life
1,500
Dayton-Faith Chapel
120
Scappoose-Creekside
1,171
Deer Park-FBC
5,310
Sequim-FBC
4,426
E Wenatchee-Eastmont
22,498
Silverdale-Clear Creek
1,142
Ellensburg-Chestnut St
7,517
Silverdale-Kitsap Christian
300
Ephrata-Redeeming Grace
125
Toledo-FBC
12,878
Grandview-Valley Life
300
Tumwater-The Canvas
74
Greenacres-Greenacres
6,648
Vaughn-Key Peninsula
817
Harrison-Community
2,250
		
Heppner-Willow Creek
2,027
Total
143,943
Hermiston-Grace
1,021
Hermiston-New Beginnings 943
Ione-Ione
2,581
Kellogg-FBC
950
Kennewick-Kennewick
31,079
YTD-15
Kennewick-Cornerstone
1,351
Rufus-Bapt Ch at Rufus
916
Kennewick-Crossview
1,000
The Dalles-Emmanuel
1,991
Kennewick-Finley
First
800
Tigard-Hall Blvd
4,571
Kennewick-Hillview
2,687
Tigard-Japanese Intnl
1,500
Kennewick-International
329
Tigard-Jusarang
440
Kennewick-Quinault
3,452
Tigard-Nema Oregon
98
Kennewick-Reliance
Fellow
2,320
Tillamook-Life Change
1,506
La Grande-The Way
1,321
Vancouver-Revival
750
La Grande-Trinity
500
Vancouver-Ukrainian
125
Leavenworth-FBC
3,977
Vancouver-CrossPointe
12,891
Lewiston-Orchards
4,574
Vancouver-Evergreen
995
Lewiston-Tammany
11,716
Vancouver-First Slavic
1,050
Mead-Crossover
600
Vancouver-Fourth Plain
416
Medical
Lake-Medical
Lk
605
Vancouver-Grace
419
Mesa-Basin
City
426
Vancouver-Song of Hope
500
Moscow-Trinity
630
Vancouver-Trinity
3,288
Moses Lake-Emmanuel
2,095
Vancouver-Vietnamese
240
Newport-Newport So
3,210
West Linn-NW Contexture
120
Northport-FBC
452
Wilsonville-Creekside
3,043
Oakesdale-FBC
757
Total
157,428

YTD-15
Orofino-FBC
138
Othello-Pine Street
566
Pasco-Crossview
1,496
Pasco-Emmanuel
1,980
Paterson-Community
1,250
Pendleton-Pendleton
5,180
Pierce-Mountain View
301
Pilot Rock-Pilot Rock
2,552
Prosser-Calvary
1,130
Pullman-Emmanuel
19,513
Pullman-Grace and Glory
620
Pullman-Resonate
7,500
Quincy-Iglesia Nueva Vida
275
Rathdrum-New Beg
981
Rice-Victory
492
Richland-Reata Sprgs
9,487
Richland-Richland
86,974
Richland-Richland Hghts
1,480
Spirit Lake-Spirit Lake
1,371
Spokane Valley-Dishman
6,270
Spokane Valley-East Valley 1,666
Spokane Valley-Valleypoint 1,250
Spokane-Crestline
884
Spokane-Driscoll Blvd
1,000
Spokane-Inland
442
Spokane-North Addison
3,628
Spokane-Pinnacle
3,936
Spokane-River City
290
Spokane-Springhill Bible
1,127
Spokane-Windsor
2,885
St Maries-College Ave
399\
Sunnyside-Trinity
527
Toppenish-Watering Hole
280
Umatilla-Primera Igl
300
Union Gap-FBC
1,585
W Richland-Grace&Truth
2,794
Walla Walla-Blue Mt
1,935
Walla Walla-CenterPointe
625
Wapato-FBC
195
Warden-First
200
Wenatchee-Valley
2,250
Yakima-Terrace Hghts
5,495
Yakima-The Cross
4,970
Yakima-The River
974
Zillah-Mtn View
1,450
Total

346,553

Year-to-Date Budget vs Actual Comparison
Budget
Actual
Variance
1,150,769
1,142,421
-8,348

Report only includes churches that have contributed through the Northwest Baptist Convention in 2015.
A full report of all NWBC churches is available at www.gonbw.org/cp/
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Choose to Audit Courses...and learn!
•
•
•
•

GGBTS alumni may audit one course per semester FREE.
Others may audit courses for a fee of $100 per course.
Audited courses just need an RSVP.
Fill out the one-page form and turn in the first day of class (with
applicable payment).
• Auditors typically complete the readings and attend classes, but
usually do not write papers and take exams.
• Auditors do not receive seminary credit, but they learn!

Courses to consider:
Introduction to Preaching

Introduction to New Testament I

Dr. Randy Adams

Dr. Mike Kuykendall

(NWBC Executive Director)

(Professor of NT for over 25 years)

Dr. Randy Adams received his Ph.D.
in preaching from SWBTS.

Mondays 3 to 5:50 pm

Mondays 6:30 to 9:20 pm

Pastoral Ministry

The Doctrine of Christ

Dr. Mark Bradley

Dr. David Johnson

(25 years as a NWBC pastor; 5 years as PNWC director)

Mondays 1 to 2:50 pm

Mark Bradley
Director

(Associate pastor at Northside Baptist Church)

David Johnson received his Ph.D. in theology from SWBTS;
his dissertation on Christology will soon be published

Oct 2-3, 23-24; Nov 20-21 (Friday evening and Saturday)

www.ggbts.edu

For more information or to arrange a campus visit:
360-882-2200
or pnwc-info@ggbts.edu 21
JULY/AUGUST 2015 Northwest Baptist Convention

3200 NE 109th Ave. • Vancouver, WA 98682

Resource sent to churches
after high court ruling
orthwest Baptist Convention executive
director Randy Adams has sent to NWBCaffiliated churches a 5-page document to
help them “prepare for, and pre-empt, problems that
could occur” with marriage of same-sex couples now
being legal in every state.
The document, written by Northwest Baptist
Foundation staff attorney Ashley Seuell and sent via
email to the 460-plus congregations, followed the
United States Supreme Court rendering state bans
on same-sex marriage unconstitutional.
“With the same-sex marriage ruling by the Supreme Court, nearly all educated observers believe
that we will see new challenges to religious liberty in
our nation,” said Randy Adams.
The document primarily outlines through a series
of six “frequently asked questions” what churches
can and cannot do to restrict their facility use and
wedding policies to heterosexual marriages.
Adams also noted broader concerns.
“As pastors, we also need to help our lay people
and students develop a biblical perspective on the
issue,” he said. “It is more likely that business people
and students will confront challenges than we as
pastors and churches will, at least in the short term.”
In a well-known case in Richland, WA, a florist
faces a strong legal challenge after refusing to provide floral service for a same-sex marriage ceremony.
There are similar cases in Oregon and in other states
because of public accommodation laws that outlaw
discrimination based on sexual orientation.
Other Southern Baptist agencies, such as the Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission, are producing
multiple resources for churches to prepare for ministry
in what some call “the new marriage culture.”
“On the one hand, we have never had more opportunities for evangelism, missions and ministry
than we enjoy today,” said Adams. “On the other
hand, opposition and animosity toward biblical truth
is greater than ever in our lifetime.”
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Region 3

Partnering with Region 3 Churches
for the purpose of leadership
development, church evangelism,
growth and discipleship training

September 19, 2015
8:30-4:00 pm

Location:

Cross Pointe Baptist Church
9810 NE 76th St.
Vancouver, WA

COST:

$10 per person
(Includes cost of lunch and the
“Countdown: Launching and Leading
Transformational Groups” book)

PRE-REGISTRATION:
By September 9

Please send all monies and list of attendees to:
Northwest Baptist Convention
3200 NE 109th Ave., Vancouver, WA 98682
(Attention: Region 3 Leadership Summit)

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Danny Kuykendall

Church Health & Evangelism Catalyst
Cell: 360-921-9587 or dank@nwbaptist.org

CURRENTS

Numbers can’t tell every important story

Cameron Crabtree
Editor

A popular author has suggested
story is “data with a soul.”
Northwest Baptists are reminded of
that notion often, but particularly when
the Annual Church Profile (ACP) is
released. The ACP – which Northwest
Baptist Convention staff member Leigh
Ann Stark prefers to call the “Annual
Celebration of Progress” – is a statistical report of increases and declines
in various ministry indicators such as
attendance, baptisms and finances.
The annual report is often accompanied by some discomfort among those
who examine it, mostly due to the tension between, “It’s not about the numbers” and “Every number represents a
life touched by the gospel.” Additionally,
it is an imperfect record since different churches -- and a varied number of
them – report from year to year.
Nonetheless, the NWBC’s 2014
ACP showed various increases over
2013: in baptisms, 1,679 compared
to 1,643; in average weekly worship attendance, 27,308 compared
to 26,965; in other additions, 1,735
compared to 1,512; in Sunday school
or small group attendance, 18,592
compared to 17,545; in mission participation, 10,009 compared to 7,821.
There are multiple ways to fund and
strengthen the missions and ministries
of NWBC churches, but none more
crucial than the Cooperative Program.
Through this historic, unified funding
strategy for working together, each of
the more than 460 churches comprising the convention participate in starting
churches, revitalizing ministries, educating and developing church leaders and
reaching out to serve people in crisis.
In Cooperative Program giving
recorded by the 2014 ACP, NWBC

churches gave $2,387,310 compared
to $2,158,886 the year before.
Total membership shows a drop,
from 45,367 in 2013 to 44,749
last year. Vacation Bible School also
showed a drop -- 12,675 children
enrolled last year compared to 13,266
the year before.
Certainly, the numbers – whether up
or down -- don’t tell every story or the
full measure of all that leads to them.
A single baptism recorded can’t
begin to tell about all the prayers of
saints that surrounded the life raised
from the waters, the hours spent caring
or the number of conversations that
led to the profession.
The numbers of a family tallied in a
church’s regular attendance can’t begin
to report the pain it walked through
toward commitment to a community
of faith or the hope it now shares for
restoration made possible because of
people who demonstrated love.
The child counted in a Vacation
Bible School report in no way reveals
the lasting influence of spending time
with a caring teacher or the importance
of being around healthy adult role
models for the first time.
Reports like the ACP serve to
remind us the deepest impacts and the
biggest differences are made in local
churches. As the axiom popular among
denominational organizations like ours
goes – the local church is the headquarters of God’s kingdom advance.
Ours will always seem like a challenging setting in which to minister,
but an antidote to the wearying of
troubling circumstances is serving the
good causes amid them. Someone said
something about that once – “Don’t
grow weary in well-doing.”
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Northwest Baptist Convention
3200 NE 109th Ave
Vancouver, WA 98682

Special Guests:

Beach Front
# of guests
Rate per
per room
Guest
1
200.00
2
185.00
3
170.00
4
155.00

• Andy & Kaye Martin
• Scott & Denise Wood

Special Feature:

• Tuesday morning missions fair

Registration Information:

• Lodging assignments made upon registration and payment received.
• Room requests are considered but not guaranteed.

		

Prices are per person and include:
• Two nights lodging and Program
• Monday & Tuesday Dinner
• Tuesday & Wednesday Full Breakfast

East Haven
# of guests
Rate per
per room
Guest
1
180.00
2
160.00
3
145.00
4
140.00

Pacific View
# of guests
Rate per
per room
Guest
1
200.00
2
190.00
3
170.00
4
160.00
5 or 6
145.00
(Only a few rooms have
an Ocean View - See
www.cbcc.net for more
facility information)

Questions? Contact Marsha Gray, 360-882-2102 or email at marshag@nwbaptist.org
Send fees and room request to: NWBC, 3200 NE 109th Ave., Vancouver, WA 98682

Church
Guest name

Email

Address

Building Choice

Phone #
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Name of roommate if
Other than spouse
Check here if you would like to come but do not have transportation
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Pay $50 a month with balance paid by October 20, 2015

