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VIEWPOINT

Baptism – a dangerous opportunity

Randy Adams
Executive Director
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Andrew White is pastor of St.
George’s Church in Baghdad, Iraq.
The church has been under siege for
over a decade. Its members are killed
frequently, 93 in one year alone. The
threat is particularly great for those
who convert to Christianity from Islam
and are baptized. One year, White
baptized 13 adults, each secretly, 11
of whom were dead within a week. He
always warns them of the danger of
baptism, but they want to follow Jesus
and eagerly share their newfound joy.
White says, “Christians in Iraq always
practice their faith.… Our people refuse to deny the practice of their faith”
(Faith Under Fire).
Baptism is a big deal. It marks the
beginning of the public life of a Christian. It is the act by which we affirm
the gospel of Jesus Christ and identify
with his people. Clearly, the world sees
baptism as a defining event, an act that
threatens family and community cohesion. Baptism is viewed as dangerous.
Many unbelievers in the Northwest
regard baptism as a big deal. One
Northwest pastor said 95 percent of
the people who come to him needing
Jesus address the issue by saying,
“I want to talk about being baptized.”
They do so because water baptism
is the defining act whereby a person
commits publicly to the lordship of
Jesus.
If baptism is not treated as a big
deal in your church, there are several
things you can do to make it the celebration and evangelistic opportunity it
should be for your church.
First, meet with every baptismal
candidate and help them make a list
of people they want to invite to their
baptism. Explain to them the meaning of their baptism, but don’t neglect
to help them identify the people they
know who need Jesus.
Second, provide them with “bap-
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tism invitation cards” they can send to
friends and family (the church could
even mail the cards for them). Your
church can order invitation cards from
the NWBC at no charge, courtesy of
your church’s Cooperative Program
(CP) contributions.
Third, share the gospel in each baptism service and share the testimonies
of each person baptized. You might
want to videotape the testimonies
in advance. Allowing the church and
guests to hear the gospel personalized
through testimony is powerful.
Fourth, the worship service should
celebrate Jesus and what he has done
for us. Choose gospel music appropriate to such a service. And remember,
unchurched guests do not know our
new songs. Maybe it’s a good time to
dust-off some classic gospel hymns
with which they might be better acquainted.
Fifth, pray personally for each
baptism candidate by name. They will
remember this day for the rest of their
lives, as will their families. The service
should be very personal and gospel
centered.
Sixth, present each candidate with
a baptism certificate and with a quality Bible. You can order baptism certificates through the NWBC without
charge as your CP giving has already
purchased these. You can also order
new believers books for each person,
also purchased through your CP.
A baptism service can be a great
evangelistic opportunity for your
church. It should be a celebration
start to finish. But also remember that
baptism is serious. It is dangerous. It is
an act pregnant with deep and profound meaning, something for which
we would give our very lives. Many have
and are giving their lives for Jesus. Pray
for the persecuted. Rescue the perishing. Jesus is merciful. Jesus will save.
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Legacy Church Planting
effort aimed at renewing
churches in decline

hurches in the Northwest facing serious decline and possible closure may have renewed
opportunities for ministry impact through
“Legacy Church Planting,” a joint effort of the
Northwest Baptist Convention and the North American Mission Board.
Legacy church planting is the name given to
helping a dying church regain a ministry footing in
a community by renewing its commitment to gospel
outreach, but it also usually involves new leadership
and changes in governance and decision making.
“All these changes and all these things you do in
revitalization should be seen as an act of worship,”
said John Mark Clifton, NAMB strategist for church
revitalization.
Clifton joined Gary Irby, the Northwest Baptist
Convention’s director of church planting resources,
and various NWBC regional staff members for a
series of presentations across the Northwest in
February to discuss revitalization options for declining churches.
It’s a timely and necessary initiative, Clifton urged.
Even with the high profile emphasis on church planting from the Southern Baptist Convention’s North
American Mission Board – seeking to start more
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than 1,000 churches annually in North America,
primarily in metro areas -- the net gain of churches
is much lower since about 900 Southern Baptist
churches close each year, according to Clifton.
“(That) doesn’t keep up with the growth of the
population.” Clifton observed. Most of the churches
closing are older than 20 years and in metro areas,”
he added.
Three NWBC churches are listed as candidates
for legacy planting options, according to NWBC officials – Bethany Baptist Church in Elma, WA; Trinity
Baptist Church in Sunnyside, WA; and Waters of Life
Baptist Church in Medford, OR.
The national revitalization effort – aimed at trying
to affect about 250 churches annually, Clifton said -is not aimed at trying to turn so-called “small churches” – Clifton prefers to call them “normative” -- into
churches with large attendance numbers. Rather,
it’s to help them “become healthy and contextual” in
their communities, he said.
“A church which attracts fewer than 200 people
per weekend is normative in Southern Baptist life,”
said Clifton, who is also pastor of Wornall Road
Baptist Church in Kansas City, MO. The well-known
megachurches in North America, those that attract

more than 1,500 people per weekend and which
garner so much media attention, are the exception. “It’s been that way since the first century and
throughout Christian history,” he suggested.
During his series of presentations to Northwest
Baptist church leaders, Clifton suggested eight
tell-tale signs of a dying church: valuing the process
of decision making more than its outcomes, valuing
church preferences over needs of unreached people,
inability to pass on leadership to the next generation,
ceasing – often gradually -- to be part of a community’s fabric, growing dependent upon programs and
pastoral personalities for growth or stability, blaming
the community for lack of response to its ministry efforts, anesthetizing the “pain of death” with activities
and maintaining outdated structures, and confusing
care of the facility with care for the church.
Part of the solution for overcoming such dire
straits is found in the biblical admonition to the
church at Ephesus found in Revelation 2, Clifton
emphasized.
“Passion for the glory of God motivates our
legacy church planting,” he said. “This is not the
self-serving nostalgia of remembering the past for
the sake of our own edification through control and
a desire to return to a ‘better time,’ but a remembering of the legacy of missions and ministry that first
birthed this dying church and a brokenness to see
that return once again.”
Expectations inherent amid changing cultural
forces have been hard on many Southern Baptist
churches, Clifton mentioned. “When Southern Baptists were at their strongest, people weren’t asking,
‘How do I do church?’” By the 1980s, reliance on
preacher personalities and the program-based “paradigm began not to work,” he added.
Unfortunately, he said, many churches in such
situations turn “inward” and, thus, begin a further
decline.
“Rather than becoming generous with their
resources, churches who are dying have misplaced
their joy,” he observed. “They have embraced an idol
rather than what they found in the gospel. When a
church ceases over a period of time to make disciples who make disciples and realize community
transformation, that church will die. You don’t have a
right to exist as a church and not produce fruit – dis-

ciples who make disciples
and better the community
as a result.”
The old real estate
axiom – “location, location, location” -- applies
to many revitalization
efforts.
“It’s best when the
facility is located in a
neighborhood that
can sustain participation either by walking
or easy transportation access,” said Clifton. What’s lacking in our cities are
strong, vibrant neighborhood churches.
Clifton noted the pace of revitalization efforts is
slow, 4-8 years in most cases. “There has to be a
relationship that’s built and an ‘on ramp’ that needs
to be built and that takes time,” he said. “It’s the opposite of traditional church planting in which a lot
has to happen in a short amount of time.”
That will require a greater number of “high capacity leaders” willing to go into harder situations and
love people who are already there while establishing
a new basis for ministry in community, he said.
One key to helping pastors in those situations is
a network for personal and professional support,
Clifton said.
“Pastors and ministry leaders need safe environments for pastors to begin to deal with factors
necessary for the personal and professional growth,”
said Clifton. “The success rate of church planting
goes up immeasurably when they are in a support
network. The same is true for guys who are going to
do this.”
Typically, legacy church planting means one
of five options: closing and giving the property to
become the campus of another church, closing and
giving the property to a new church, merging with a
new church, sharing space with a new church (with
a merger as a later possibility) or replanting with
remaining members using a replant strategy.
Go to ww.nwbaptistplanting.com/legacy to learn
more about legacy church planting.
By Cameron Crabtree
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Northwest natives making
difference in East Asia
fter 28 years in East Asia, Ken and
Christine Young* feel more at home in
their adopted country than in the place of
their birth, but it was Baptist student ministries in the Northwest that drew them together for a
life of serving others in the name of Christ overseas.
“I will be forever grateful to my father for taking
me to the Baptist Student Union at the University of
Washington even though I was a student at Seattle
Pacific University,”
said Christine Young.
“He took me the first
day to meet Margaret

Shelton, a Northwest Baptist Convention campus
minister, and she discipled me and taught Bible study
habits. I learned many personal skills while there,
including being fed wherever we are, because the
church doesn’t always feed.”
Following her graduation from college, Young
continued in campus ministry herself and soon met
Ken Young* who journeyed to the University of
Washington to obtain a masters
degree.

“Ken
and I led
similar but
parallel lives and
I remember being challenged in the BSU to use
scripture to define a life promise,” Young noted. “After
hearing Ken’s life promise, I was captured by it.”
The two began dating and soon sensed not only
a calling from God for a future in international missions, but also a passionate love for each other. Both
served in East Asia during short term assignments
and fell in love with the region separately. After their
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marriage, the duo was appointed by the International
Mission Board in 1985 and sent to their first assignment in 1986.
“We realized even in international settings that it
is students who were most responsive,” Young said.
We eventually discovered and began church planting
efforts among the Grass Roots people, a low income
and less educated people that are left with low self
image.”
Each year the couple would pray and ask God if
he was finished with them in that location, according
to Ken Young.
“God finally said yes and I took a different
role as a regional strategy associate in another area,” said Ken Young. “In the
last couple of years we

stepped back into a front line position and handed
off leadership responsibility to some younger folks
who are better poised to take the baton. Most people
on our team are the age of our children and for us
it’s a fun phase of life.”
Mission-minded churches are encouraged to partner with the Youngs and others in East Asia through
a partnership through the Northwest Baptist Convention. Teams with an interest in ministering among
college students are desired, as there are 500,000
college students in the city the Youngs are located
in. Other needs abound in relational issues, so those
that are able to lead marriage retreats or have skill in
communication, conflict resolution or parenting skills
are needed.

Volunteers with medical specialties or ethics
training are able to speak in classroom settings in
the region, which opens doors to sharing the gospel.
Abortion is rampant in parts of East Asia and postabortive care is a huge need.
“People have had trauma related to abortion and
we are apolitical on the issue,” Christine Young said.
“It is systemic in our region and we are there to bring
healing in Jesus name and to open doors.”
A series of East Asia training seminars were held
throughout the Northwest Baptist Convention last fall
to enlist Northwest churches in partnership efforts.
Several churches had
already linked
with IMB personnel in that
region.
High school
and college
students who

desire to serve
on a short
term East
Asia mission trip may
apply to the
Northwest Baptist Convention for a $500 maximum scholarship, which
is provided by the IMB through a NWBC partnership
agreement. Applications must be completed well
before the East Asia trip is taken and if possible,
applying 90 days in advance is suggested. More
information is available for those interested in the
scholarship application or other details about an East
Asia partnership at http://www.nwbaptist.org/ministry/eastasia/eastasiapartnership.html.
*Names changed for security concerns
By Sheila Allen
MARCH/APRIL 2015 Northwest Baptist Convention

7

Friendships key to
evangelism for church planter
eeing lives changed through friendship and
open dialogue fuels the ministry of Pastor
Gary Chupick.
“Friendship is the most powerful vehicle for evangelism,” said Chupik, who started what is now Northcreek Church in Woodinville, WA, almost nine years
ago. “Learn to be a good friend and you will draw
them into your world view.”
As a teenager growing up in Saskatchewan,
Canada, Chupik was mentored by a youth pastor he
deemed the most prolific witness he ever met.
“He would sacrifice zeal over experience and lived
that out,” Chupik stated. “Because of that, the church
had a disproportionate amount of young men and
women going into ministry. I was a recipient of that
and it laid the foundation of my ministry. I have a holy
desire to return what’s been invested in me.”
After attending Bible college and seminary in
Canada, Chupik resisted regular advice to become a
church planter.
“I was approved by two different organizations
as a planter and then a third and I didn’t like any of
those answers,” Chupik said. “I am a very sequential,
logical person and did a final assessment with Seat-
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tle Church Planting through the Puget Sound Baptist
Association. I make the phrase ‘reluctant leader’.”
Chupik and his wife, Molly, started Northcreek
Church in the living room of their Woodinville home.
“We threw these huge parties with invitations
and not one person came,” Chupik noted. “We did it
again and no one came. I look to Gary Irby who leads
Seattle Church Planting like a father figure and he
said I could quit. But I just couldn’t and so we invited
people to a small group. Family and friends that felt
sorry for us started coming and stuck with us.”
Northcreek first located in a YMCA and has gathered in a local movie theater for weekend services
since 2010. He served the church in a bi-vocational
role the first couple of years and picked up various jobs.
“We wanted to start with non-believers and found
our first worship leader on Craigslist,” said Chupik of
the online advertising forum. “Our church was made
up of mainly single 20-somethings. This culture is
unique in Seattle, with the backdrop of the tech industry, many were introverted and did not know how
to engage with the community.”
Church leaders decided to sponsor an Easter egg
hunt and the first year 850 people arrived, exceed-

An Easter egg hunt sponsored by Northcreek Church in Woodinville,
Wash., has morphed into a massive community event. Local vendors
joined in with booths and approximately 3,000 people attended the
event in 2014.

ing expectations according to Chupik. It has since
expanded, with 3,300 children and family members
participating in 2014. The event now includes assistance from the YMCA; local businesses set up
booths with giveaways.
Lives changed through faith in Jesus are especially meaningful to Chupik.
“The most exciting conversion of my life was with
an atheistic
Jew who had
“We must go with boldness,
a degree in
challenging people to live
comparative
well. Understand your own
religions who
identity in Christ and tell
I led to Christ,”
people about it.”
Chupik re				
Gary Chupik
ported. “To see
Christ bring
peace to him has been amazing and now he teaches
an apologetics class for us.”
Excitement radiates through Chupik as he tells of
an incredible baptism service that included a homosexual man convicted of murder, a former madam in
the sex industry and his own 7-year-old daughter.
Recently, he once again turned to the online

forum as another
method for outreach.
“The Lord put
on my heart to
place a post on
Craigslist under the
community category,” Chupik said.
“I asked if anyone
wanted to talk to a
pastor, I was available with no strings
attached. I placed the
ad late Saturday night
and by the next morning I already had four
responses. There were no negative replies and all
had stories of rough upbringings or broken relationships that were looking for love. One woman is now
attending our church because of the ad.
“I listen to people’s stories and challenge them,”
Chupik added. “Jesus changed the world by chalContinued on Page 19
MARCH/APRIL 2015 Northwest Baptist Convention

9

Puget Sound draws church
planters from near and far
ith a notepad beside his bed for nighttime inspiration, Gary Irby has spent
much of his ministry honing ways to
advance church planting in the greater
Seattle area and now across the Northwest Baptist
Convention.
“I lay awake and dream about ‘what would happen if…” said Irby, NWBC director of church planting
resources. “I’m a third generation church planter, but
it was when I was on staff at First Baptist Church in
Longview, WA, in the late 80s, and I became frustrated with slow growth that God said, ‘You’ve been
adding but you need to multiply’.”
Irby went on to plant his first church in 1994 in
Scappoose, OR, without a lot of systems in place to
help church planters at that time. Now teaching the
mechanics of church planting around the Northwest
and the nation, Irby keeps crafting skills for new
churches and assisting with anything that is a bottleneck limiting how churches multiply
themselves.
“I am always looking for things
that other people are doing
that we could use, but
the one thing I couldn’t
find was partnership
development,” Irby noted.
Partnership development
is the name given to solicitation of funds from
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other churches or individuals to supplement what the
Cooperative Program, Annie Armstrong Easter Offering and Sylvia Wilson Mission Offering provides for
new churches.
“God has really blessed through the ways we
have learned to develop financial partners,” said Irby.
“Now, not only people from the Northwest, but others from around the country and the world use this
method.”
Irby and fellow staff member Ron Shepard see
many church planters eager to begin new churches
in Seattle proper, as well as the urban centers of
other Puget Sound cities such as Tacoma and Bellevue.
“There is a good mix of church planters going
to the city and other areas now,” Irby said. “It’s been
a hot item for us in Seattle, and we have all these
other places we want to plant, too. I work hard to get
these guys what they need but I don’t want to give
them what their church can’t eventually sustain. It’s
a huge pressure when the funding from the North
American Mission Board and their other financial
partners begins ticking like a clock. Most of the
church planters that ‘wash out’ do so due to the lack
of funds. We are working hard to combat that.

“Seattle is an expensive area and there are things
they need to do well such as making disciples, not
making a crowd,” Irby stated. “The guys that do the
best are the most teachable and hungry to learn.”
Leading the charge in making a difference in the
heart of the city is Shepard, who relocated from the
suburbs to a downtown Seattle condominium building when burdened for the lack of impact Christians
were having in the marketplace and among civic
leaders.
“It was love at first sight for my wife Patty and I
when we came to Seattle,” Shepard said. “The climate, culture, the people - and it has only broadened
and deepened over the 11 years we have been here.
I credit how the Father has worked with us collectively as we’ve set aside church preferences for the
kingdom. Urban work has not been our culture as
Southern Baptists but we have now gone from one
church planter in Seattle to 38 just inside or around
Tacoma, Seattle and Bellevue. Several of those are
home-grown church planters.”
Initially 90 percent of new church planters were
from areas other than the Northwest, but those
figures have changed to around 50 percent, which
Shepard lauds.
“We encourage people to go to the hardest place,
as close to the city as they can tolerate and work
from the inside out,” Shepard remarked. “Historically,
we keep abandoning the city because of expense
and safety, yet cities are becoming stronger. That’s
why our Send City initiative through the North American Mission Board is so important. It’s going to take
longer, seven to ten years, to become essentially self
supporting here and we ask partners to commit to
staying with a new church until it is self-sustaining.”

An NWBC staffer new to the region is Tim Howe,
a church planting catalyst who is focused on southern Puget Sound.
“Tim has already influenced three church planters
to go to the South Sound,” Shepard added. “Despite
coaching and internships, it still takes two to three
years to be highly effective when moving into the
culture here. Many think they’re the exception to the
rule.”
Besides serving as the NWBC regional team in
the Seattle metro area, Shepard also remains the
leader of Puget Sound Baptist Association and is
NAMB’s “send city missionary” for Seattle.
“I have never seen a more cooperative time with
our agencies,” Shepard said. “We know what we
need to do and it is a long term dream of mine to
move Region 1 churches from less than 1 percent
of the population to 5 percent. That means we would
need to start 1,200 churches in the next 15 years.
God has given us the power to make new disciples,
which leads to new churches.”
By Sheila Allen
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Young congregation’s focus
is functional gospel
hen Pastor Andrew Arthur began

was “under-reached” with the gospel, Andrew saw

considering names for the Seattle

the advantages of seeking people through church

congregation he had just started,

planting in a place like Seattle.

The Hallows Church seemed a
natural fit.

“My own church, Brook Hills in Birmingham,
wanted to lead in a church planting effort,” Arthur

“We took the name from the Lord’s prayer as a

said. “They put the ball in our court about where we

worshiping community that hallowed God’s name,”

would go. My wife is half Vietnamese and interested

said Arthur, who is originally from Louisiana. “The

in the cultural piece, but many other pieces went into

term also means sanctified, holy and he has set us

the decision.”

apart as a missional community. It frames our identity.”
Now over three years old, The Hallows is a thriv-

After a year-

long church planting

apprenticeship

in Birmingham, Arthur

ing body of believers that first comprised missional

assembled a

team of four families

groups -- centered around

fellowship, Bible

and three single

adults who moved to

study and serving the com-

munity – and

Seattle over the

course of a year to begin

Hallows Church.

Those families slid

into the church

seamlessly with Seattle

soon will be adding its tenth

group.

“In early 2012 we began to

gather

weekly for worship,” Arthur stated.

“Those

are the two rails we will ride into
the future – missional communities
and worship gatherings.”
Arthur and his wife, Kim, moved to
Seattle after ministering among students
from the Northeast and the Northwest on the
Tulane University campus in New Orleans while
in seminary. He first came to Seattle in 2004
while leading Centrifuge camps for teenagers.
“There were two things that struck me that summer – frustrated leaders and the difference of the
students. Here there were a lot of students marked
by conscious unbelief and I found that refreshing.”
After college, Arthur received a masters’ degree
from Beeson Divinity School and then his doctoral
degree from New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary. Realizing he wanted to minister in a city that
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Pastor Andrew Arthur (right) celebrates alongside Payton Young after her baptism at The
Hallows Church. The three-year-old church meets in the Fremont District of Seattle and is
Northwest Baptist Convention MARCH/APRIL
2015
in the beginning
phase of adding another campus in West Seattle.

residents already forming as a body when they arrived. The
church meets late on Sunday afternoons at another church
facility in Seattle’s Fremont District.
“There was no culture shock for us, as we were well
educated about the area coming in,” Arthur remarked.
“We want to be contributors to our community instead of
consumers, so we quickly began volunteering at a local
elementary school for various family-oriented events. Ten
percent of our people have come to us with no Christian
framework, while the others are a combination of prodigals, new births and transplants who moved here for jobs.”
Arthur believes God has helped exceed their expectations for growth with up to 200 people relating to their
church and a handful of baptisms over the last three years.
The Arthur family has also continued to grow and includes
4-year-old Delaney and 8-month-old Asher.
“My prayer has been to keep things simple and presenting a functional gospel for the city,” Arthur said. “We
want to flesh this out in marriages, parenting, jobs, overcoming sin and other life issues. This has proven effective
for us, rather than a theoretical faith. I’ve been asking God
to build a church where credit would be very difficult to
trace. We are attempting to teach and preach the gospel
and love each other well.”
The young group has had opportunity to send folks to
Zambia, Guam and India for two to three months. But Arthur acknowledges those growing a relational church can
experience tough times.
“Generally the journey is good, but some come to us
and don’t stick and that is an emotional tug,” Arthur noted.
“We wanted to be
close to a collegiate
culture and Seattle
gives us a leg up on
becoming a sending
culture with people
coming in and going
out through jobs. But
now they are going
Continued on Page 21
MARCH/APRIL 2015 Northwest Baptist Convention
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Conference prepares children’s
ministry leaders for long haul
“All kids are important.”
“We teach children from the
overflow of our hearts.”
“Remember the purpose for
teaching – that they may know
Jesus.”
“Each child can belong with
their unique gifting.”
“If this is the only Sunday
they’re ever in church, will they
learn what they need?”
“There must be doctrine –
soul-saving, soul-sustaining
truth.”
“Only God knows the details
we’re preparing them for; The
only detail we know is it’s for
God.”

14

Northwest Baptist Convention MARCH/APRIL 2015

Those were a few of the “lessons learned” from
a children’s ministry conference sponsored by the
Northwest Baptist Convention in early March.
“Children’s Ministry 52,” hosted by First Baptist Church in Longview, WA, drew more than 160
Northwest Baptist children’s ministry leaders from
52 churches across Oregon, Washington and north
Idaho.
Kimberly Needoba of First Baptist Church in Sequim, WA, noted the importance of reaching children
with the gospel message.
“Children are at the very center of God’s kingdom,” she said. Influential leaders throughout history
professed faith as children, she added.
NWBC leader Randy Adams cited I Peter 2 in an
inspirational message emphasizing the conference
theme – Chosen, Called and Blessed.
“There’re a lot of things I don’t know about you,
but what I do know is that the basic fact of your
life is that you are a person chosen by God,” he
said. Personal significance isn’t defined by external
characteristics, but “in the fact that you are a child of
God, chosen by him.”
People can rest in God’s choosing to love them
because of his faithfulness, Adams added: “When
God says, ‘You are chosen,’ that is an action that will
endure to the end of your life, to the end of the world
and throughout all eternity.”
Being chosen by God is tied to a purpose, Adams
stated.
“You and I were called out of darkness to declare
his praises,” said Adams. He noted the recent executions of Christians in the Middle East to emphasize
the importance of helping solidify faith in the lives
children who could be serving in places hostile to the

message of Jesus in the future.
“You will teach your children within the context of
a loving church, but you do not know where those
children will go and what they will do in their lives,”
Adams said. But it’s not only their futures that are
concerning, Adams said – children who are part of
church ministries, along with their friends, often face
uncertain circumstances at home.
“Let me encourage you, your calling is to not
simply to the kids who show up on Sunday morning,
he observed. “Your calling is to the kids in that agegroup in your area of ministry. Your calling is to the
families of the preschoolers in your town. It’s to the
children and the parents in the agegroup that you teach. … You are the
light of the world in your town. You
may be one of the few bright lights in
the lives of your children.”
Part of the blessing God offers for
those he chooses and calls to ministry is “enablement” to accomplish it,
Adams said. That’s demonstrated in
the countless stories of missionary
history, he suggested.
“To have God’s blessing is to have
God’s enablement for service,” he
said. “I have no idea what God will do with us, but I
know that when you reach a child, you’ve made an
incalculable difference in the world.”
Lanette James, minister to children at Greater
Gresham (OR) Baptist Church, led one of more
than 40 breakout sessions available at the two-day
conference.
She emphasized the importance of taking time to
build relationships.

“You can’t be friends with everyone in the church,
but you can take time to help build relationships,”
said James. “Children come where their friends
are. Build a ministry that allows the opportunity to
strengthen connections.”
Sara Eves, children and preschool minister at
Highland Baptist Church in Redmond, OR, said “telling the story well” begins in the teacher’s own life.
“Getting excited enough to tell others about it is
what we’re after,” she said. “Getting God’s word into
kids’ lives is what we want.”

Rebecca Oosterhaut

The conference offered training for the 2015
Vacation Bible School emphasis that many churches
host during the summer months. VBS – with “Journey Off the Map” as its theme – is considered by
many religious observers as one of the primary
evangelism tools designed for children in the United
States.
By Cameron Crabtree
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An impromptu game of red rover developed
during a sunny break from sessions at a
recent Eagle Retreat. The conference was
held for teenagers from vocation ministry
families.

nrealistic expectations placed on pastors and their families are common, with
the children getting pulled often into
extreme negative behaviors or personas
that mask their true feelings.
Those and other topics were open for discussion
at a recent retreat sponsored by the Northwest Baptist Convention for teenagers whose parents are in
vocational ministry. Meeting at the Northwest Baptist
Center in Vancouver, WA, 30 participants were on
hand for encouragement, according to NWBC youth
strategist Danny Kuykendall.
“Preachers’ kids have unique needs and they
need to know they are not alone,” Kuykendall said.
“When we get them together, they realize they are
not the only one going through this. The whole concept of living in a ‘fishbowl’ with all the expectations
of a congregation means these students need a
place to share their frustrations and be encouraged.”
Kuykendall did not want the conference to become a gripe session, but instead emphasized the
positive side of ministry kids.
“People may look at them differently, but they
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still need to seek the Lordship of Christ,” Kuykendall
noted. “They may see their parents hurt by a congregation, but parents want to try and shield them from
that.”
Chris Swain, keynote speaker for the event,
encouraged students to find their identity in Christ,
rather than what others think.
“When we try to live up to others expectations, it
can later be like seeing the man behind the curtain in
the Wizard of Oz,” Swain said. “What happens when
you live out those false stories and the curtain is
pulled back? You will, or already have, suffered tough
times if you’re involved in ministry. This is when some
walk away from their faith, but your identity can be
found in Christ. There is no curtain with Jesus.”
Some students traveled for several hours to attend the retreat, including Morgan Foxworth, whose
father Ben is pastor of Springhill Bible Fellowship in
Spokane, WA.
“I was pretty excited about this when my dad told
me about it,” said Foxworth. “It can be hard because
you know about the difficult parts of ministry. I am
sometimes treated differently than normal teens,

Below: Students share thoughts during a breakout
session on self identity led by Amy Evans during the
Eagle Retreat. Participants traveled to Vancouver from
many parts of the Northwest Baptist Convention.

but I am trying to be myself and have learned more
about that here.”
Joining Foxworth on the road from the Spokane
area was Elizabeth Stapp, whose father, David, is
pastor of First Baptist Church of Deer Park, WA.
“My parents are the examples at our church and
that has affected me in a positive way,” Stapp said.
“I wouldn’t be who I am without them. In some ways
I feel the weight of church expectations, but I also
know they love me and care for me. I feel the need
to be a good example for the new kids that take their
cue from me.
“It is a different environment here at the retreat,
because I don’t have to put on a show,” Stapp stated.
“Everyone here is in the same boat.”
Several adult children of ministry families shared
insights from their own experiences growing up in
the ministry spotlight.
“Life is a journey, and we don’t know the end,”
said Jared Fitzpatrick, whose father is a pastor in
Vancouver. “We would like to control things, including
our relationships and it can be challenging to know
God’s will. The journey of faith is dangerous and

Left: Chris Swain of LifeWay Student
Publishing, encouraged participants
attending a retreat sponsored by the
Northwest Baptist Convention for
teenagers from vocation ministry
families. Below: Leading worship at
the conference is Luis Cuevas, who
recently relocated to Ellensburg, WA,
as a staff member of Resonate, which
began a church on the campus of
Central Washington University.

you’ll never be the same because of the experiences
that will shape who you are.”
Another young adult giving her support to attendees was Amy Evans, currently a graduate student in
Portland.
“I attached my identity in making people like me,”
Evans said. “On the inside I was dying, but the moment I realized it was fake, God came to me and help
me realize a new purpose. I haven’t been the same
and am glad that happened to me at a young age.
You’ll be in such a good place if you make your life
about something that matters.”
Also speaking to students was Chris Renzelman
of the National Network of Youth Ministry in Seattle.
“Sometimes we learn more from negative experiences than positive ones,” Renzelman said. “We have
to make a choice on how we deal with those difficult
circumstances. Who am I to be the counselor of God,
trying to tell him what to do? We must decide if we
can trust God in the negative circumstances. He
can take those very circumstances and use them to
impact others positively.”
By Sheila Allen
MARCH/APRIL 2015 Northwest Baptist Convention
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Pacific Northwest Campus student Lee Cooper is a motorcycle officer for the Kennewick
Police Department. He has been chairman of deacons at Kennewick Baptist Church and is now
on their first team of elders. PNWC alumnus Dustin Hall is his pastor. Lee has done supply
preaching and has participated in and led international mission trips.
He writes: “I could not be happier with the fact that God led me to go to seminary. I have
learned an incredible amount in the past four years. I have been blessed in so many ways and met
so many great servants of the Lord. I hope to follow their example as I go forward into ministry
and see what God has in store for me.”
Lee will graduate with his Master of Divinity in May.
MONDAY-ONLY SCHEDULE BOOSTS ON-CAMPUS ENROLLMENT—Enrollment (by credit
hours) in classes on campus is up 27% compared to last semester. Students appear to prefer
dedicating one day per week to seminary attendance. Mondays are busy here, with five classes from
8:30 am to 9:30 pm and only ten minute breaks.
FINANCIAL UPDATE—In response to appeals in recent months, we now have 36 ministry
partners (individual donors and churches) who have given or pledged over $19,000 (in addition to the
$100,000 allocation by the NWBC). We are looking for 165 more ministry partners to help cover the
remaining deficit of $171,000 we anticipate.
PRAYER PARTNERS—If you would like to join our seventy prayer partners, email us and provide
your mailing address. The next forty will receive a complimentary flash drive with information about
our campus, staff, and students. We will send updates by email.
SEMINARY PREVIEW DAY—Join us for a brief orientation, a complimentary luncheon featuring
student testimonies, Q & A about seminary training, and visit Dr. Kuykendall’s class on The Acts of
the Apostles. Monday, April 13, 11:00 to 2:00. RSVP to the phone or email below.

www.ggbts.edu
Call or email for more information or to arrange a campus visit:

360-882-2200
pnwc-info@ggtbs.edu
Mark Bradley
Director
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lenging people. Apologetics is the new evangelism.
Seattle is the number one most educated city and in
this culture we have to have an intellectual approach
to the gospel. We are a Prozac capital as well.”
Chupik offers a gift of presence and finds many
come to his church jaded with spiritual baggage and
an anti-institutional spirit.
The unusual method for
identifying people in need caught
the attention of Randy Adams,
Northwest Baptist Convention
executive director Randy Adams,
who presented Chupik a “Faithful Sower” Award at last year’s
annual NWBC meeting.
“Look for creative ways to
share that others aren’t doing,”
Chupik offered. “I’d love to be
the pastor of Craigslist. People
should join sports leagues or
groups of people that already
exist. We must ask what we can
do to reach different groups
of people through volleyball or
Airsoft enthusiasts and challenge
ourselves to always be ready with
five good minutes to share our
faith.”
Always ready for a private Facebook chat with atheist friends,
Chupik says others are open to
hearing his own worldview, which
is centered on the gospel.
“We live in a very culturally
mixed neighborhood and ask our
neighbors to share Thanksgiving
with us,” Chupik said. “Last year
44 people joined us and we have
developed friendships with them.
They asked me to share after
dinner, and of course, I had five
good minutes prepared.

“We must go with boldness, challenging people
to live well,” Chupik stated. “Understand your own
identity in Christ and tell people about it.”

By Sheila Allen
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Cooperative Program Giving
The Cooperative Program enables me to partner with more than 45,000 churches to make Christ known . . . at home, across the nation, and around the world.

Region 4

Region 1
Auburn-Reliance
Auburn-Veritas
Bellevue-Essential
Bellevue-Leaven Church
Bellevue-Well Commun
Blk Diamond-Chap Wood
Bonney Lake-Church Club 1
Bothell-CrossPointe
Bothell-Ekklesia
Bothell-Iglesia Cristiana
Bothell-Living Spring
Burlington-Calvary
Clear Lake-FBC
Darrington-Mt View
Edmonds-Rock of Hope
Enumclaw-FBC
Everett-Pinehurst
Everett-Redemption Church
Everett-S Everett Comm
Everett-Silver Lake
Everett-The Journey
Fed Way- Bethel
Fed Way-Antioch Korean
Fed Way-Compass Christian
Fed Way-FBC
Fed Way-First Ukranian
Fed Way-Korean-Amer
Fed Way-Lifeway
Fed Way-Nine Lakes
Fed Way-Seattle Fellowship
Hamilton-FBC
Issaquah-Foothills
Kenmore-Disciple Making

YTD-15
520
256
903
1,125
331
826
75
2,910
1,565
482
14
2,400
100
467
1,874
390
406
84
1,000
325
1,544
200
150
200
150
200
2,000
500
293
210
1,048
2,948
100

Kenmore-Landing Church
Kent-International Christian
Kent-Sequoia
Kirkland- Bridge Church
Lakewood-Emmaus
Lakewood-FBC
Lynnwood-EagleWing
Lynnwood-FBC Martha Lk
Lynnwood-Global Mission
Lynnwood-Healing
Lynnwood-Japanese
Lynnwood-LifePoint
Lynnwood-ONE Church
Lynnwood-Providence
Lynnwood-Seattle Bridge
Maple Falls-Mt. Baker
Maple Valley-Hope
Marysville-Emmanuel
Mill Creek-Adullam
Monroe-Casa de Paz
Monroe-FBC
Mount Vernon-Trinity
Oak Harbor-Southern
Puyallup-High Pointe
Puyallup-South Hill
Puyallup-Sunrise
Redmond-FBC of Rose Hill
Redmond-Meadowbrook
Renton-Calvary
Renton-Church of Beloved
Renton-Iglesia Bautista
Renton-Imago Dei
Renton-Trinity

YTD-15
289
50
2,500
153
100
4,625
104
897
100
15
79
709
59
200
781
31
8,417
293
170
63
4,676
548
1,279
5,070
600
4,648
1,351
9,586
3,243
755
200
125
800

Roy-Nisqually Valley
Sammamish-21st Century
Seattle-Chinese Southern
Seattle-Epic Life
Seattle-Ethiopian Intl
Seattle-FBC Beverly Pk
Seattle-Grace Fellowship
Seattle-Mojdeh
Seattle-The Commons
Seattle-The Hallows
Seattle-Thien An
Seattle-Vona
Sedro Woolley-Skagit
Sedro Woolley-Valley
Snohomish-Bridge
Snohomish-BridgeCity
Snoqualmie-Lifepointe
Tacoma-Filipino Inter
Tacoma-Highland Hill
Tacoma-Japanese Intl
Tacoma-New Beginnings
Tacoma-New Hope
Tacoma-Parkland
Tacoma-Tacoma FBC
Tacoma-The Pathway
Tacoma-VMCM
Woodinville-Northcreek
Yelm-First
Yelm-Ignite Church

YTD-15
303
268
4,092
271
10
339
91
70
150
2,247
600
52
200
644
378
343
245
405
331
806
47
24
284
10,000
290
90
200
840
552

Total

102,286

Region 2
Bremerton-Kitsap Lake
Bremerton-Sonshine
Castle Rock-FBC
Chehalis-Dayspring
Dryad-Community
Elma-Bethany
Forks-FBC
Kalama-Kalama
Lacey-FBC
Lacey-New Zion
Longview-Beacon Hill
Longview-Columbia Hghts

YTD-15
3,400
1,181
1,059
727
805
570
4,314
1,999
2,599
300
687
859

Longview-FBC
Longview-Highlands
Longview-Robert Gray
Longview-Valley
Merton- Reconciled
Olympia-Joy
Olympia-McKenzie Road
Port Angeles-Hillcrest
Port Hadlock-Oak Bay
Port Orchard-Evergreen
Port Orchard-FBC
Port Townsend-San Juan

YTD-15
9,699
81
2,751
4,806
682
30
3,977
1,421
465
229
3,555
2,462

McMinnville-Valley
Mt Hood Parkdale-Parkdale
Newberg-Chehalem
Odell-FBC
Oregon City-Catalyst
Prtld-Antioch Christian
Prtld-Bridge City
Prtld-Burnside
Prtld-Holgate
Prtld-Korean Logos
Prtld-Mien Fellowship
Prtld-Mill Park
Prtld-New Harvest
Prtld-Renaissance
Prtld-Vietnamese Revival
Ridgefield-Discovery Pointe
Rufus-Bapt Ch at Rufus
The Dalles-Emmanuel
Tigard-Hall Blvd
Tigard-Japanese Intnl

YTD-15
3,633
247
3,998
236
330
200
44
195
606
400
149
1,278
472
61
126
1,152
119
763
1,973
600

Rainier-Delena
Scappoose-Creekside
Scappoose-New Life
Sequim-FBC
Silverdale-Clear Creek
Silverdale-Kitsap Christian
Toledo-FBC
Vaughn-Key Peninsula
Total

YTD-15
223
477
600
779
305
150
4,607
344
56,142

Region 3
YTD-15
Battle Ground-Comm
109
Beavercreek-NW Contexture
974
Beaverton-FBC
4,003
Beaverton-Global
50
Beaverton-Iglesia Bautista
649
Bingen-FBC
280
Boring-Orient Drive
376
Camas-Lacamas Heights
446
Canby-Bethel
201
Estacada-Clackamas Vly
236
Forest Grove-Fellowship
342
Forest Grove-The Crossing
217
Goldendale-Columbus Ave 2,410
Gresham-Grtr Gresham
14,943
Gresham-Punto de Gracia
2,005
Happy Valley-Trinity
4,500
Hillsboro-Oregon
200
Hood River-Tucker Road
520
Klickitat-Klickitat Valley
169
McMinnville-Grace
321

Grand Total

407,733

Tigard-Nema Oregon
Tillamook-Life Change
Vancouver-CrossPointe
Vancouver-First Slavic
Vancouver-Fourth Plain
Vancouver-Revival
Vancouver-Song of Hope
Vancouver-Trinity
Vancouver-Ukrainian
Vancouver-Vietnamese
West Linn- NW Contexture
Wilsonville-Creekside
Total

YTD-15
19
373
4,598
450
127
1,500
200
1,246
50
80
30
647
58,853

Bend-Summit Community
Corvallis-Grant Avenue
Cottage Grove-Calvary
Creswell-New Hope
Dallas-FBC
Dexter-Dexter Baptist
Drain-FBC
Eugene-Fairfield
Eugene-Harvest Comm
Eugene-Japanese
Eugene-Riviera
Florence-FBC
Glendale-Glendale
Gold Beach-Sixth Street
Gold Hill-Lampman Road
Grants Pass-College Hghts
Grants Pass-Dayspring
Grants Pass-River Valley
K Falls-Ch of Homedale
Keizer-Cristiana Renuevo
La Pine-Whispering Pines
Lakeview-Trinity
Lebanon-Trinity
Lincoln City-Pacific
Madras-FBC
Medford-Lozier Lane

YTD-15
68
6,633
221
4,108
522
282
250
2,749
4,463
51
1,228
3,395
1,756
711
119
178
285
545
1,902
334
625
683
1,549
175
330
487

YTD-15
Medford-New Horizon
231
Medford-Waters Life
233
Monmouth-Central
507
Newport-Calvary
328
North Bend-FBC
1,237
Phoenix-FBC
422
Prineville-Calvary
914
Prospect-Prospect
22
Redmond-Highland
14,335
Redmond-Rodehouse
200
Reedsport-Highlands
336
Rogue River-Grace
1,579
Roseburg-Faith & Reason
399
Roseburg-Vine Street
2,296
Salem-Capital
1,712
Siletz-Sacred Ground
267
Springfield-East Side
616
Springfield-Trinity
2,069
Sweet Home-FBC
252
Terrebonne-Smith Rock
350
Toledo-FBC
293
Warm Springs-Warm Sprgs
572
White City-Trinity
269
Yachats-Yachats
192

YTD-15
2,771
2,339
556
91
1,329
100
505
191
861
133
1,118
240
30
988
8,749
2,499
75
300
1,484
900
968
361
353
887
392
9,513
628
200
631
85
1,846
565
217
60
1,413
1,707
4,580
300
745
1,628
232
328
25
135

YTD-15
Pasco-Crossview
228
Pasco-Emmanuel
792
Paterson-Community
500
Pendleton-Pendleton
2,986
Pierce-Mountain View
115
Pilot Rock-Pilot Rock
1,112
Prosser-Calvary
411
Pullman-Emmanuel
6,387
Pullman-Grace and Glory
288
Pullman-Resonate
4,105
Quincy-Iglesia Nueva Vida
110
Rathdrum-New Beg
532
Rice-Victory
143
Richland-Reata Sprgs
3,876
Richland-Richland
33,229
Richland-Richland Hghts
655
Spirit Lake-Spirit Lake
569
Spokane Valley-Dishman
2,733
Spokane Valley-East Valley
360
Spokane Valley-Valleypoint
500
Spokane-Crestline
294
Spokane-Driscoll Blvd
200
Spokane-Inland
216
Spokane-North Addison
1,452
Spokane-Pinnacle
1,802
Spokane-River City
55
Spokane-Springhill Bible
419
Spokane-Windsor
1,034
St Maries-College Ave
149
Sunnyside-Trinity
87
Toppenish-Watering Hole
113
Umatilla-Primera Igl
75
Union Gap-FBC
622
W Richland-Grace&Truth
1,657
Walla Walla-Blue Mt
943
Walla Walla-CenterPointe
250
Wenatchee-Valley
900
Yakima-Terrace Hghts
1,880
Yakima-The Cross
1,696
Yakima-The River
380
Zillah-Mtn View
259

Total

63,279

Region 5
Airway Hts-Airway Hts
Athol-Athol
Benton City-FBC
Bonners Ferry-Boundary
Brewster-Calvary
Burbank-Trinity
Cashmere-Evergreen
Cheney-Fellowship
Clarkston-Sonrise
Clarkston-Trinity
Coeur d’Alene-Emmanuel
Coulee City-Cowboy
Dayton-Faith Chapel
Deer Park-FBC
E Wenatchee-Eastmont
Ellensburg-Chestnut St
Ephrata-Redeeming Grace
Grandview-Valley Life
Greenacres-Greenacres
Harrison-Community
Heppner-Willow Creek
Hermiston-Grace
Hermiston-New Beginnings
Ione-Ione
Kellogg-FBC
Kennewick-Kennewick
Kennewick-Crossview
Kennewick-Finley First
Kennewick-Hillview
Kennewick-International
Kennewick-Quinault
Kennewick-Reliance Fellow
La Grande-The Way
La Grande-Trinity
Leavenworth-FBC
Lewiston-Orchards
Lewiston-Tammany
Mead-Crossover
Moses Lake-Emmanuel
Newport-Newport So
Northport-FBC
Oakesdale-FBC
Orofino-FBC
Othello-Pine Street

Total

Year-to-Date Budget vs Actual Comparison
Budget
Actual
Variance
418,462
407,733
(10,729)

Report only includes churches that have contributed through the Northwest Baptist Convention in 2015.
A full report of all NWBC churches is available at www.gonbw.org/cp/
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127,173

Continued from Page 13

with a gospel-focused move. Being connected to the

A new opportunity came when a dying church

Seattle Church Planting center (the church planting

in West Seattle, a 20-minute drive away, expressed

ministry of Puget Sound Baptist Association) was

interest in joining The Hallows Church. Arthur has

very helpful to moving here.”

groomed a leader, who will also receive NAMB

The Hallows Church

support, to pastor a

originally received

missional community in

financial support from

that location.

three churches, family,

He appreciates

friends and the North

the value of a ministry

American Mission

team.

Board, but now only
from one church.
“We have saved very frugally and I am the only

“We are who we are
in large part to the faith of the families who moved
out here,” Arthur added. “They cover lots of my flaws.”

full time staff member,” Andrew said. “We also helped
plant Ekklesia Church in Bothell and have another
one planned for 2016 in Des Moines and want to
continue doing that.”

By Sheila Allen
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New staff join NWBC
regional teams
wo church planting catalysts have joined
the Northwest Baptist Convention staff,
one primarily working with churches in
Oregon and the other working with western Washington churches.
Tim Howe, former missionary to northern Africa
with the International Mission
Board and pastor in California, is serving with the NWBC
region 1 team, which works
with churches in the Seattle
metro area. He succeeds
Brian Harper, who resigned to
take a similar post in New York.
Howe received his bachelor of arts from East
Texas Baptist University in Marshall and a master of
dibinity from Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary. He is pursuing a doctor
of philosophy from GGBTS.
Ron Allen, pastor of Trinity
Baptist Church in White City,
OR, had been serving in the
role on a part-time basis. He
was appointed to serve fulltime in the effective March
1, following approval by the
North American Mission Board, which jointly funds
the NWBC’s church planting catalysts.
Allen has served as pastor and church planter
in Texas and in New York. He received a diploma
in ministry from Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary.
In another staff addition, Dondie Harmon has
joined the administratibe staff as bookkeeper. She
succeeds Debbie Stegemeyer, who resigned in
January.
By Cameron Crabtree
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May 18-20, 2015

Begins Monday with dinner at 5:00 pm
Ends Wednesday at 11:30 AM

Presentors:
Dan Garland
LifeWay

Brett Selby

Baptist General Convention of Oklahoma

Topics Include:

• Transitions in the life of a church
• Preparing the church spiritually for
transitions
• Leading through change and conflict
• The church mission statement as a
discipleship process
• Using the pulpit to lead through transitions
• Relying on the power of the Holy Spirit
...and 16 additional topics

Location:

Northwest Baptist Center
3200 NE 109th Ave
Vancouver, WA 98682
360.882.2100

Cost:

$100.00

$75.00 by May 1st
(spouse included)
Conference includes 3 meals
Laymen Welcome

For more information: www.nwbaptist.org

CURRENTS

Connect teaching to life

Cameron Crabtree
Editor

“One Sunday before church, I was
driving around amazed at how many
people were out doing things. I always
thought people didn’t really do anything
on Sunday mornings.”
The presenter at a recent workshop
hosted by the Northwest Baptist Convention made the comment innocently
enough, but it pointed to a truth we can
easily miss – the world we see inside
our own circles of influence often isn’t
the one that exists for everyone else.
When visiting churches across the
Northwest, I typically try to arrive early
enough to stop first at a local coffee
house. Besides providing the requisite
caffeine spike via that favored dark
Northwest beverage, the gatherings
there serve as a reminder that thousands of people never intend to walk
across the threshold of the nearby
church facility.
Standing in line and talking around
the small café tables are the weekend warriors invigorated by the myriad
outdoor playlands God created in the
Northwest. There are busy, dual-income
parents cherishing down time together
and those on those on their way to a
second job to help pay the bills. There
are the young adults who have no
spiritual reference point to even consider being part of a typical church, but
look forward to the time for connections
among friends. On the way to and from
the shop, of course, are the community
ball fields playing host to all manner of
future sports stars.
Churches go to great lengths to
reach those who choose from a wide
range of weekend options. One thing
churches could do to ensure a better
chance with them is to connect their
teaching ministries more profoundly to
the realities of people’s lives.
It’s painful to watch people who

clearly are facing tough times endure
Bible lesson material that bears no
relationship to what they experience.
Teachers do their best to deal with the
curriculum they’ve been handed, but too
often individuals in a group walk away
empty-spirited after hoping to have
heard what God might say about their
particular circumstances.
Occasionally, the angst comes from
inability to talk honestly. Most of us have
heard the quip about a child in Sunday
school class listening to a teacher ask,
“What has gray fur, a bushy tail, climbs
trees and eats nuts?” The child thinks to
himself, “It sounds like a squirrel, but I’d
better say, ‘Jesus’.” Even in adult groups,
we sometimes are like that child — concerned more about sharing what we
think the teacher or the group wants
to hear rather than speaking candidly
about the harder issues of the life of
faith.
Certainly, ideal biblical preaching and
teaching transcends temporary earthly
experiences. But in a noisy world of
distractions and increasing dis-ease,
the various ministries – especially those
more directly related to spiritual formation -- must address the real issues with
which people wrestle. Otherwise, people
end up without any real tools to use
when the difficult questions of life arise.
The art of ministry has less to do
with feeding people “right” answers
and more to do with helping them ask
better and deeper questions about their
journey toward the Way, the Truth and
the Life.
One observer counseled church
leaders not to count how many are
in the seats of the sanctuary but how
many stories are relevant to the life
of the community. Without them, the
church is not experiencing the full range
of what God has in store.
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Northwest Baptist Witness
3200 NE 109th Ave
Vancouver, WA 98682

“God owns everything.
I’m His money
manager.
My heart always goes
where I put God’s
money.”
Randy Alcorn
The Treasure Principle
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