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VIEWPOINT

Every person matters, every church counts

Randy Adams
Executive Director

2

Ten people attended Fairview Baptist Church on my first Sunday as their
pastor. They considered disbanding,
but decided to give it one last shot
with a young preacher. I was 25 with
a freshly printed master’s degree from
seminary, but the 10 attenders were
my grandparents’ age. They seemed
glad to have my wife and me and we
appreciated the opportunity. Thus
began 3 ½ years serving with those
dear people and learning lessons vital
to life and ministry.
In seminary I learned the theology
of water baptism. At Fairview, I learned
the mechanics of it. The same was
true of serving the Lord’s Supper and
performing funerals. On what end of
the casket does the preacher stand at
the graveside service? The funeral director told me to stand at the head of
casket. “But what end was the head?”
I asked. He told me that bodies were
buried with the feet pointed east and
the head to the west so that when the
body rises on the Resurrection Day
the person will be facing Jerusalem.
That was a tradition I hadn’t learned in
seminary or Sunday school.
Of all the things I learned at
Fairview, the most important lesson
was that every church matters and
every person counts. That little church
didn’t seem like much, even to those
who attended. They hadn’t baptized
anyone in four years, but with prayer
and a lot of door-to-door visitation,
we saw God revive that little church.
The first man who came to Christ was
47-year-old Curtis. He was gloriously
saved. Twenty years later he was in a
motorcycle accident. He told me that
when he was sliding down the road,
certain he would die, he had no fear.
He said that the lack of fear and the
peace he felt, knowing he was right
with God, surprised him in that moment.
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The salvation of that one man was
huge for his family. What God did
for him impacted his family and our
church in ways that cannot be measured nor fully understood.
Curtis was the first of many who
came to know Jesus at Fairview. In
our second year, we took 18 to the
Glorieta Baptist Camp for a week of
discipleship training. We also identified a nearby community that had
no Baptist church and God used our
church to help start one. Many lives
were changed. It was a joy to see
Burt, a senior adult at Fairview, giving
months of his life to transform an old
feed store into a church building. It
was the first big thing Burt had done
“for the Lord.”
Those years at Fairview were highly formative. I grew in my preaching
and pastoral skills and learned valued
lessons, but the most important thing
I learned was that that little church
mattered, and those people mattered,
every one of them. Even if only 10
were there Sunday, they each came
to hear a word from God. Their needs
were no different than attenders of a
mega-church. They deserved the best
I could give.
Each of the 450+ churches affiliated with the Northwest Baptist
Convention matters. Some are healthy
and some are not, but as long as
there is a wisp of life, there is hope.
One of our churches dwindled to four
people before finding a man of God to
lead them. They were awakened. Last
year they baptized 11 people and
now have 40 in attendance. Thank
God those four didn’t close the doors.
There is no other church in their community. If it had died, there would be
no ministry there. Though they are
few, they matter. Every person matters. Every church counts.
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Listening key to
sharing gospel
urtis Lilly finds it easy to build relationships with
students he meets in the Snoqualmie Valley, just by
remembering their name.
A bi-vocational youth pastor at Lifepointe Community Church,
Lilly uses his second vocation as a substitute teacher in the local
school district to meet many teenagers and make a difference in
the name of Christ.
“I have found that taking an interest in students is the most
important thing to them,” Lilly said. “They want to come down to
a deeper level than social media provides. It starts with simple
questions about a choir trip or how the basketball game went.
As I take an interest, people begin to open up, because very few
people actually listen when someone is talking.”
As he grew up in Iowa, Lilly received a firm spiritual foundation from his parents and older brother as he grew in his faith, as
well as a strong youth pastor. While he still experiences a normal
fear of rejection at times, Lilly sees so many wide open opportunities to share about Jesus that he doesn’t hesitate to walk
through the door.
“I tell our youth ‘You get to share the best news of all eternity
around you, so shift the way you see things,’” Lilly stated. “What
else can we do but share Jesus with people?”
Three years ago Lilly felt inspired by God to sit in public
spaces such as a local McDonalds or Starbucks, sometimes
alone and other times with students from his youth group, to
read or talk about the Bible. Students, fellow teachers and others
from the community often come by and ask questions that lead
to intense conversations.
“I call it my ‘God’ night, because it was so clearly his doing,”
Lilly said. “I have had many, many conversations, from people
such as Satanists and others who were interested in what I was
reading. I go there to encourage people and some staff have
been allowed to come over and chat with me as well. It is fun
and I look forward to what the Lord will do each night.”
As a single man, Lilly looks intentionally for opportunities to
be available to others and is able to do so more spontaneously
than if he had family responsibilities.
Continued on Page 16
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Hispanic congregation
building bridge to community
rancisco Uribe’s sermon echoed old Christian themes, such as keeping God close
to your heart, but it was offered to a new
group of churchgoers with roots extending
across Latin America.
Uribe moved to Kelso, WA, in May to serve
the area’s growing Spanish-speaking community
and start a new Longview church that doesn’t yet
have a name. It shares space and volunteers with
Longview’s First Baptist Church, which was instrumental in launching the new congregation.
“I’m trying to make a bridge with the Spanish
community,” Uribe said. “Because the reality is, we
have (thousands) of Spanish people around this
community, but they live in ghettos.” Uribe said he
hopes to make Hispanics more visible, while spreading the gospel.
“The reality is we are all part of the same community,” he said.
First Baptist’s associate pastor Cameron Williams
said he and senior pastor Mark Ford determined
to reach out to the local Latino community at a fall
2013 children’s ministry event that drew several

Spanish-speaking families
to the church.
“As we sought to engage these young families
throughout the night, (Ford) and I began to notice
that there was a language barrier for perhaps a third
of the parents who brought their children into our
doors,” Williams said. “We believe that the gospel is
powerful to break through those kinds of barriers.”
Williams said the pastors saw “an opportunity
existed for evangelical work to be done among
Spanish-speaking families in our area.”
They partnered with the Northwest Baptist
Convention and the North American Mission Board
to begin a Spanish ministry, which eventually led
to recruiting Uribe to Longview. Uribe, a native of
Colombia, and his wife, Luz Angela, and two daughters moved to the United States two years ago so he
could study at the Rio Grande Bible Institute in Texas
to become a full-time pastor.
About 30 worshipers regularly attend the Spanish
ministry at First Baptist, according to Uribe, but some
events have attracted as many as 60 people.
Continued on Page 22
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Washington woman returns to mission field

fter a two year hiatus, Northwest native
Alana Grant* is returning to active service
through the International Mission Board.
With a change of locale on the horizon
and a new language to learn, Grant has new adventures in the offing.
“I came back to the Northwest in April 2013,
and while working a fulltime job, I also took classes
at Golden Gate Seminary to finish my degree,” said
Grant. “I knew I wouldn’t be here forever, and when
the spring semester was winding down, I started to
get serious about what God had in store for me.”
After five years as a career missionary and a previous two-year stint as a journeyman high in South
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Asia’s mountains, Grant formally resigned from that
IMB region and is now headed to a new part of the
continent in Southeast Asia.
“I filled out a profile that showed my interest in
college students and working with women,” said
Grant. “When the director of the city team where I
will be serving heard wind of it, she contacted me
and we were able to get together here in Vancouver
when she was home on stateside assignment.
“I am excited because I sense that she wants to
find out what my gifts and abilities are and use me in
a way that will maximize them to the greatest advantage,” she added.
The decision to return did not come easily.
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“After I met with the city leader, I still wasn’t sure
so asked for some time to consider it,” Grant noted.
“I took a weekend and shut everything off and just
prayed. I did listen to a podcast of IMB president
David Platt and distinctly remember him saying that
he asked himself where he could have the opportunity to share with the most people. For me, that is
Southeast Asia.”
For Grant, the calling she first received to go
never dies. As a single woman, she realized she has
opportunities to do things that some with children
would not have.
“Most of my friends here in the area are international – those are my people,” Grant said. “I have
worked in a culturally diverse part of Portland as a
social worker that has allowed me to connect with
people from various parts of the world. I feel at
peace to be back in line with what God has in store
for me. “
Before heading abroad, Grant will spend a month
in Central Washington with her family.
“I was naïve when I first left about what it meant
to leave family,” Grant noted. “It’s hard because
people ask if I’m excited and I am – to be following
God’s will - but every time I come back, it’s almost
too much information because I know what those
next goodbyes are like and what living overseas is
like. I have had to come to terms that marriage was
never promised to me and I don’t want to be in a
position to wait around and see if that will happen.”
With a year of language school awaiting her upon
arrival, Grant will eventually serve in a city with three
universities where many come to study.
“My team will find Christians that are there for
university study and hopefully help them grow in
their faith and go back to their home as strong leaders in a country that is predominantly Muslim,” Grant
said.
Grant must test at an advanced level in her written and spoken language abilities before she can
assume her regular IMB duties.
“I am a huge fan and so grateful for the Lottie
Moon Christmas Offering, as it will pay for my air

travel and even the shots I get before I go. Please
support me in prayer by asking that God give me the
heart for the Muslims that I had for the Buddhist in
my previous place of ministry.”
She added with a smile: “And pray for my brain as
I go through language school.”
More information is available at imb.org for those
interested in serving on short or long term mission
assignments.
*Name changed for security reasons
By Sheila Allen
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Oregon woman overcomes
odds to serve East Asia
lthough she had never traveled abroad,
Abby Spence wanted to go the first time
she learned about an evangelistic trip to
East Asia planned by her church.
“Before I went to East Asia, I never understood
how big and how small the world is,” said Spence.
“What I found is that even with how privileged we are
in America with our freedom, our culture just blows
God off. But in East Asia, they are willing to risk their
lives to believe and share – and they do.”
Spence was raised from an early age in Oregon
within a family of largely Mormon heritage.
“My grandma grew up Methodist and had a
strong view of Christianity and introduced me to
prayer,” Spence noted. “But it was later at a Vacation
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Bible School I attended that I accepted Christ.”
After Spence married her husband, Jeremy, they
looked for a church together and found a home at
Greater Gresham (OR) Baptist Church.
“We loved it because people remembered our
names and were so genuine,” Spence said. “We
started our home on Christian principles, which now
includes our son Jack and daughter Zoe.”
In her mind, the road for Spence getting to East
Asia was more difficult than the ministry she accomplished while overseas.
“I was encouraged to write a letter to friends and
family asking for support in prayer and finances, because I knew there was no way I could come up with
the funds to go,” Spence added. “I sent that letter to
60 or 70 people, even with those in my family who
are not believers. I mentioned that I was walking this
journey by faith and trusting God with this financial
need. I was shocked at who was willing to send
money – those I expected did not help – and those
who did. I struggled to ask for this help, as there
were many who I had not been bold enough to
share my faith with.”
Spence got a few responses of
those committing to pray
for her along with the
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financial help, but was saddened
by some negative responses.
“Most people didn’t think I
should go and said my kids were
too young,” Spence said. “Many
asked, ‘What if something happens to you?’ and ‘What would
motivate you to go across the
world and do this?’ but the most
hurtful were those who called
and told me I was an irresponsible mother.”
Her response to her family
was that she had prayed and
asked God to shut the door if
it wasn’t for her to go, but the
comments caused her to ask
God if this was really something she should do.
“I started to question my judgment and ability to
hear from God clearly,” Spence said. “I then began
to rely on my church family to pray and uphold me. I
want to turn the light back to him and share because
most of my family are not Christians. My husband
was amazing, comforting and supportive and prayed
for me and let me know it. He even spoke to my dad
and asked him to back off, but now my relationships
are better because they know I am serious about
this ‘Christian thing.’ God is more important than my
precious babies and will care for them ultimately.”
The East Asia workers Spence’s team joined live
in a giant apartment complex.
“We were able to invite the kids from the complex in to practice their English and were able to use
Bible stories for craft time,” Spence noted. “We were
also worked with college students and found they
are really open and curious about our beliefs and
why we were there. We were able to share the gospel when they asked questions about our customs
and because it was close to Easter it was natural to
talk about that as a holiday we celebrate. I was even
able to share my testimony at a local church – one
that is approved by the government.”

“If I can travel to East
Asia and affect one life
for Christ because of
my willingness, it was
so worth it.”

Abby Spence

Since returning home, Spence has found the
experience has stayed with her.
“If I can travel to East Asia and affect one life for
Christ because of my willingness, it was so worth
it,” Spence said. “It strengthened my faith because I
really had to choose who and what was most important. I would love to go again and can even envision
doing this for life because I love to share about
Jesus.”
By Sheila Allen

East Asia Partnership
The NWBC’s East Asia Partnership
with IMB workers has about 40 project requests seeking volunteers. They
include: leadership development and
biblical training, teaching English and
cultural exchange, construction and
labor, media and marketing opportunities, prayer and evangelism, adopt a
people group. To learn specifics about
individual projects, go to www.nwbaptist.org and click on the East Asia
Partnership link.
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Church planter answers call
to unreached city
osh Carter was enjoying his role on a church
staff when he began feeling the first stirrings to plant a church in a place of great
need. Thirty months later, he and his young
family relocated to Portland’s Bethany area
on a journey of discovery and grace to follow God’s
leading.
“I had a crazy life growing up and my parents split
when I was a boy,” Carter said. “But my grandfather
was a bi-vocational pastor of a small Appalachian
mountain church and he was a praying man. I remember him praying for an hour at a time on his
knees in the corner of the living room – really talking
to God. That made an impression on me and created
a desire on my part for a relationship with God.”
Although his wife, Amy, first said “no way” to
church planting, Carter took the process a step at a
time, eventually traveling to Georgia for an assessment as a potential church planter from his home in
Johnson City, TN.
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“It was an incredible process to be that vulnerable
in front of these people who are unbiased,” Carter
said. “I’m loyal to a fault and can worry about what
others think of me, but God made this thing happen.”
After praying, the Carter family accepted the
invitation from the North American Mission Board
as church planting apprentices and initially moved to
Las Vegas for a period of learning.
“I struggled because I didn’t know where I was
going to go and my family and others were counting
on me,” Carter noted. “The definition of that year was
to value Jesus in me rather than what I do for Jesus.
That’s where grace came in for a guy with identity
issues.”
After two vision tours through the west, Carter
and his wife couldn’t escape the call to Portland.
They arrived on the scene last fall and recently
celebrated the birth a daughter, who joined another
son and daughter at home. Two families from their
home church in Tennessee have joined their efforts
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in Portland and God has blessed them with jobs and
homes.
Now laying the foundational elements of Remedy City Church under the sponsorship of Westport
Church in Hillsboro, Carter is excited about the
potential for God to work in the marketplace in the
next 10 years.
“Northwest planting is seeing some exciting
times,” Carter stated. “I believe we see more money
and people coming here to see the kingdom expanded than ever before, but multiplication is the only
way to push back the darkness for the long term.
Northwest churches must work together to plant
more Northwest churches. We are seriously on the
front side of seeing the church mobilized in big ways
here and some awesome church planter/pastors are
moving into the area to get in on it.”
Carter realizes that to multiply at a more rapid
pace to keep up with population growth will necessitate thinking differently about church.
“There are many manifestations of church and
we have to celebrate it all,” Carter said. “Whether it
is gathering at a school, a small meeting in a house,
a businessman using his business to be the church,
whatever it looks like. We need to celebrate ‘normal’
people that are allowing Jesus to live in them and
start churches in their homes, businesses,
neighborhoods and all domains of society.
We must celebrate discipleship, not just
conversion.”
Carter has enlisted partners to join the
endeavor financially, while he also pursues
a secondary career as a realtor to keep his
faith connected to the marketplace.
“We have got to be authentic and relational,” Carter remarked. “It is a slow process
but we must find out where God is working and jump in. It has been a process for
our people to learn to walk with lost people
and just go to their homes. Too often, Christians in the Northwest have had a foxhole
mentality. We are looking for what people

here need, so we can be an asset. Families make a
good income in the Bethany area, so that is not their
need.”
After he sent an email message to all school
leaders in the area, one elementary school principal
responded and mentioned a need for a greenhouse
on campus. Carter recalled a landscape contractor
who offered assistance upon their meeting in Las
Vegas and he is working to make the project happen.
“We hope to become a network of community
churches that work together for Portland and the
world,” Carter said. “We have a multiplication strategy and must lower the platform from professional
missionaries to disciple-makers in everyday streams
of culture. If we just start a church, a gathering of
people, and stop there by calling that success, population growth along will make us relevant no longer.”
Several families that attend Westport Church
but live in the Bethany area have already expressed
interest in joining the effort.
“God brought me out of a large church and ministry to something else,” Carter said. “There will come
a day when Northwest churches are multiplying at
a more rapid pace, but it will take us all working
together to see this happen.”
By Sheila Allen
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Urban scene requires
different mindset
majority of young adults are moving into
core urban areas of Portland, according to
Wes Hughes, Northwest Baptist Convention
church planting catalyst. Although nearly 65
percent of Portlanders claim to be either religious or spiritual, church planting is not for the faint of heart
in the largest urban center in Oregon.
“It’s going to take all kind of models of church in Portland,” said Hughes. “It really is like those moving to North
Africa and adopting the local customs. But Portland is great
because there is a 35-year master plan for the city with lots
of data for those willing to take the time to research it.”
For now, Portland is the middle of a “doughnut hole” for
Northwest Baptists, as churches in the suburbs dominate the
scene. With 95 vibrant neighborhood associations comprising the city, many older areas are undergoing revitalization
and attracting people.
“We have no strong churches in Portland currently,” noted
Hughes. “I have been praying to the Lord of the harvest,
asking him to send disciples back into the city. It is a dream
of mine to have a church in each of those 95 neighborhoods.
That will take pastors and lay leaders who will move into
these neighborhoods, begin to make friends and become
an integral part by learning what the values are. Just moving
here doesn’t necessarily mean that people will
trust you or your message.”
Several church planters are
laying foundations in a few areas
around the city, and it is crucial
for those leaders to see them-
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selves as pastors of the local communities, not just a
“We don’t tell people what neighborhood to go
church, stated Hughes.
to – we show them around and they choose it and
Recruiting those with missionary zeal is a high
what model of church they will use,” Hughes added.
priority for Hughes and Clay Holcomb, also an
“Church planters go through a coaching-style asNWBC church planting catalyst who is also the
sessment with us at that time. Sometimes it is deterNorth American Mission Board’s “Send City” coordimined that they shouldn’t come right now, based on
nator for Portland.
their own personal circumstances. I try to help those
“We have spent the last two years creating some
who do come to find a good alignment for their
momentum to bring church planters and their partchurch model and their funding sources. I operate off
ners in to get the ball rolling,” said Holcomb, who first
of a currency of relationships and try to meet with
came to the metro area as a church planter himself.
these guys at least once a month, as it’s an invest“We have a good mix of Anglo and ethnic church
ment in them and our mission. I also help them with
starts in the works, and I try to communicate that we
a development plan, and try to coach, connect and
know the value of working together and we support
encourage them to move forward.
each other. We are definitely building on the shoul“There is no magic formula to this,” Hughes said.
ders of those who have come before us.”
“We have to learn to listen to the Holy Spirit and lay
As a former church planter from the South, Holpeople sometimes do this better than pastors, as we
comb understands the needs of planters and helps
cannot duplicate others success stories. We must
bridge the gap between them and the sometimes
also ask ourselves how we are going to reach the 60
high expectations from church partners in other
percent of the population that doesn’t want anything
areas hoping for quick results. Holcomb is anxious to
to do with us. It is all about trust -- learning how to
see Northwest churches partner with Portland area
do that with your neighbors and it is a lot of hard
church plants and is planning a Northwest leaderswork.”
only vision tour on May 1-2.
Portland is built around 20 minute-walk com“I want to show them how their church can get
munities, and the love affair with bicycles among
involved and recast it as a mission opportunity that
Portlanders is legendary.
is in their backyard,” Holcomb remarked. “It will help
“I have researched and found the top 15 ‘walk
us, but also help them see a different culture and
score’ areas in Portland and those are priority areas
potentially infuse a mission DNA into their students,
for me,” Hughes stated. “Public transportation, light
who could be future church planters.”
rail, bicycles and walking are important values here,
Hughes is currently in conversations with
Continued on Page 16
those interested in serving in Portland that
Photos By Cody Hughes
may be three to five years out from an actual
church plant.
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NWBC re-elects president,
commits to East Asia
he Northwest Baptist Convention celebrated paying off the debt to its office
facility and marked a new East Asian
partnership with the International Mission
Board at the convention’s 2014 annual meeting in
Salem, OR.
The mortgage of about $140,000 a year on
the Northwest Baptist Center in Vancouver, WA,
was paid in full in September. The facility houses
the NWBC, the Northwest Baptist Foundation and
Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary’s Pacific
Northwest Campus.
Northwest Baptists also celebrated their partnership with IMB workers serving in East Asia. The
partnership formed this summer after a survey trip by
NWBC executive director Randy Adams and several
pastors, including Dustin Hall, pastor of Kennewick
Baptist Church in Kennewick, WA.
“I was challenged in a number of ways by this
trip,” Hall said. “I thought [East Asia] had been
reached and couldn’t have been more wrong.”
Northwest Baptist churches will assist IMB workers in reaching unengaged and unreached people
groups in East Asia, Adams said, while continuing
their outreach at home.

“Simply put, our business is to make it hard to
go to hell from the Northwest,” Adams said. “It is too
hard to hear the gospel in the Northwest. We must
make it easier ... to do the work delivering the good
news of Jesus Christ to every boy and girl, man and
woman, in the Northwest and to reach for the world
beyond, all the way to East Asia.”
Adams urged participants to view their day-to-day
ministry as a spiritual battle won through praying and
proclaiming the Gospel.
“We are engaged in a fight that matters,” Adams said. “Our number one need is prayer for more
preachers, more pastors, more seed sowers and
gospel harvesters.
“It’s too easy to live and die in the Northwest
without hearing the gospel from someone who loves
you.”
The 335 messengers and nearly 80 guests gathered Nov. 11 – 12 at the Salem Convention Center,
represented 149 NWBC-affiliated churches.
“One of the things I love about serving with you
in the Northwest is the diversity of our work and the
great commitment to reaching people for Christ that
I see from so many of our pastors and people,”
Continued on Page 20

Below: Several Northwest pastors, including Tim Walker, pastor of
Reconciled Christian Fellowship in
Randle, Wash., encouraged church
leaders to participate in the NWBCapproved East Asia partnership after
traveling to the area earlier this year.
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A team of worship leaders
Northwest Baptist Convention JANUARY/FEBRUARY
2015 who serve at various campuses of Resonate Church led worship
during sessions of the Northwest Baptist Convention annual meeting.

Mark Brazelton, Pastor of FBC, Toledo, OR, has begun to accomplish a
long-cherished goal: to improve his equipping for ministry by earning his
seminary degree. “I was apprehensive about returning to school after 20
years. But I knew if I was going to continue to be effective in ministry, I
needed to challenge myself. GGBTS has been the answer for me. The
professors are real, caring, and practical in their teaching and application.
An added benefit is the fellowship on campus, something I have needed.”
NEW SCHEDULE—Weekly courses at our Vancouver campus are now on MONDAYS
only. This change was made in order to limit how much time students need to be away from
family, ministry settings, and other work. In addition, we will continue to schedule one or
two intensive courses each semester that will each meet over two or three weekends.
NEW CHURCH PLANTING SCHOLARSHIP—The Caskey Church Planting Scholarship
will cover up to full tuition (not fees) for SBC church planters and committed future church
planters. Contact us for more details.
FINANCIAL NEED AND UPDATE—As reported at the annual NWBC in Salem in
November, our campus has been operating at a budget deficit for six years, due to lower
enrollment and decreased financial support from the NWBC. While the NWBC used to give
$240,000 per year toward our campus, the new 2015 budget allocates $100,000. In response to
appeals in recent months, we now have 29 ministry partners (individual donors and
churches aside from the NWBC) who have given or pledged over $15,000. We are looking for
171 more ministry partners to help cover the remaining deficit of $175,000 we anticipate.
Regional fund-raising banquets are being planned. Contact us if you’re interested to give or
attend a banquet to hear more.
PRAYER PARTNERS—In November we also launched a new prayer support initiative and
have gained 70 prayer partners. If you would like to join those ranks, email us and provide
your mailing address. The first forty who reply will receive a complimentary flash drive with
information about our campus, staff, and students. We will send updates by email.
Apply for admission online at http://www.ggbts.edu/prospective/application.aspx

www.ggbts.edu
Call or email for more information or to arrange a campus visit:

Mark Bradley
Director

360-882-2200
pnwc-info@ggtbs.edu
3200 NE 109th Ave., Vancouver, WA 98682

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2015 Northwest Baptist Convention

15

Continued from Page 4

“Curtis has an obvious love for teenagers,” said
Northwest Baptist Convention youth strategist
Danny Kuykendall. “He carries extra Bibles in his
backpack on campus to give away, and while he
does not proselytize while there, he just gets to know
students and goes to their sporting and other events.
He is a kid-magnet, athletic and tall and has a gift
of communicating with teens. Lifepointe students
can connect with him while he is there and it adds to
their boldness.”
“The Lord is doing a lot with the students, and
we maintain a regular schedule of Bible studies and
gatherings throughout the week,” Lilly remarked. “We
are getting ready to have our annual retreat at Great
Wolf Lodge, an indoor water park, where we join with
a couple of other churches.
“His ministry is his priority and he can commit to
it fully,” Kuykendall added. “He has been on our two
NWBC-sponsored mission trips to Peru and Thailand
and now will go over as our project coordinator on
the upcoming 2015 trip to Thailand. In the Bedouin

Continued from Page 13

and that can be adopted by those wishing to make a
difference in the lives of people in our urban neighborhoods.
“We are looking for disciples who are going to be
missionaries, rather than church planters,” Hughes
said. “People in Portland want to find peace, and we

village where we last served, kids were always hanging on him and even in his free time he is aware of
who is around and making a difference. Curtis loves
missions and embraces the opportunity to help students experience that.”
Curtis lives out exactly what Lifepointe represents, to live out our faith and share the gospel as
we go,” said Chris Weldon, Lifepointe senior pastor.
“He has a heart to see students come to know Christ
and is always looking for opportunities to share the
gospel. Curtis has been a wonderful addition to the
ministry team at Lifepointe. Today we are starting to
see God move in a unique way though our community and God has used Curtis in a number of different
ways to ‘sow the seed’ of the gospel. I’m so glad to
have Curtis as a fellow pastor at Lifepointe.”
It’s the Lord that’s done it all and I want him to do
with me what he will,” Lilly said. “I am where I need
to be now -- I love evangelism and sharing with as
many as possible.”
By Sheila Allen

have that to offer in Jesus Christ. We just have to
go and find that context and begin to build trust and
then friendship.”
Interested parties may find more information
about Region 3 (Portland metro area) church planting efforts at http://www.portlandchurchplanting.com.
By Sheila Allen

REGION 3 PRAYER POINTS
NORTHWEST LEADERS VISION TOUR

RAJU & PAWAN SHARMA

JOSH & AMY CARTER

KEINY & ANTOINETTE AISEK

JUSTIN & CHANDRA MARTIN

GARY & DEBBIE MOON

MAY 1-2

BEAVERTON, OR

ST. JOHN’S, PORTLAND, OR

TOM & JESSIE TANG

CHINESE, PORTLAND, OR
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BHUTANESE, PORTLAND, OR

MICRONESIAN, PORTLAND, OR
CANBY, OR

NHUT & TRAN NGUYEN

VIETNAMESE, PORTLAND, OR

HERE I AM... SEND ME
JOIN US FOR AN EXCELLENT TRAINING OPPORTUNITY!

RSVP by March 31st, 2015

2015

DISASTER RELIEF ROUNDTABLE
FRIDAY, April 24th and SATURDAY, April 25th, 2015
In Vancouver, WA at the NW Baptist Center

Classes offered: Assessment, Blue Hat, Chainsaw, CPR/First Aid, Feeding I & II,
Fire Clean-up, Fork Lift, Inventory, ISBDR, Lead Cook, Shower Unit

To register, go to: http://wp.me/P2VRJu-aA
For more information please email nwbroundtable@gmail.com
or contact Georganna JANUARY/FEBRUARY
Megenity (253)
2015 537-6003.
Northwest Baptist Convention
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Cooperative Program Giving
The Cooperative Program enables me to partner with more than 45,000 churches to make Christ known . . . at home, across the nation, and around the world.

Region 4

Region 1
Arlington - Commons
Auburn-Auburn Celebration
Auburn-Reliance
Auburn-Veritas
Bellevue-Essential
Bellevue-Lake Hills
Bellevue-Well Commun
Bellingham-Fil-Am
Blk Diamond-Chap Wood
Bothell-CrossPointe
Bothell-Ekklesia
Bothell-God’s Chosen
Bothell-Living Spring
Bothell-Queensgate
Bothell-Tabern de Dios
Burlington-Calvary
Burlington-Good Shepherd
Camano Island-Restoration
Clear Lake-FBC
Darrington-Mt View
Edmonds-North Seattle
Edmonds-Rock of Hope
Enumclaw-FBC
Everett-Bethlehem Korean
Everett-Faith Internatl
Everett-Pinehurst
Everett-S Everett Comm
Everett-Silver Lake
Everett-The Journey
Fed Way-Antioch Korean
Fed Way-Compass
Fed Way-FBC
Fed Way-Federal Way Bethel
Fed Way-First Ukranian
Fed Way-Iglesia Camino
Fed Way-Korean-Amer
Fed Way-Lifeway
Fed Way-Nine Lakes
Fed Way-Seattle Fellowship
Hamilton-FBC
Issaquah-Foothills

YTD-14
244
3,642
3,309
2,191
4,225
4,451
3,331
240
6,771
14,735
7,412
60
459
1,100
369
15,600
4,336
1,440
600
2,806
100
8,358
1,500
100
400
6,315
5,500
864
17,810
1,050
2,400
450
850
1,200
249
11,931
2,550
1,758
290
15,856
26,107

YTD-14
Kenmore-Disciple Making
750
Kenmore-Landing Church
3,244
Kent-Chin-Burmese
350
Kent-International Christian
600
Kent-Sequoia
15,188
Lakewood-Emmaus
600
Lakewood-FBC
59,455
Lakewood-Good Shepherd
390
Lakewood-Trinity
3,000
Lakewood-Vietnam Lifeway
220
Lynden-La Vid Verdadera
1,478
Lynnwood-EagleWing
217
Lynnwood-FBC Martha Lk 13,780
Lynnwood-Global Mission
300
Lynnwood-Healing
90
Lynnwood-Japanese
1,250
Lynnwood-LifePoint
2,430
Lynnwood-ONE Church
300
Lynnwood-Providence
200
Lynnwood-Seattle Bridge
5,796
Lynnwood-Slavic of Seattle
100
Maple Falls-Mt. Baker
606
Maple Valley-Hope
30,000
Marysville-Emmanuel
3,840
Mill Creek-Adullam
288
Monroe-Casa de Paz
748
Monroe-FBC
23,738
Mount Vernon-Trinity
2,341
Mukilteo-Restoration
1,800
Oak Harbor-Filipino Christian 375
Oak Harbor-Southern
8,274
Oso-Oso Community Chapel 600
Puyallup-High Pointe
25,123
Puyallup-South Hill
2,056
Puyallup-Sunrise
29,318
Redmond-FBC of Rose Hill
8,708
Redmond-Meadowbrook
56,248
Renton-Agape Vietnamese
500
Renton-Bridge of Grace
627
Renton-Calvary
21,129
Renton-Church of Beloved 10,585

Renton-Iglesia Bautista
Renton-Imago Dei
Renton-Sarang
Renton-Trinity
Roy-Nisqually Valley
Sammamish-21st Century
SeaTac-Riverton Heights
Seattle-Chinese Southern
Seattle-Epic Life
Seattle-Ethiopian Intl
Seattle-FBC Beverly Pk
Seattle-Grace Fellowship
Seattle-Lk City
Seattle-Mojdeh
Seattle-New Covenant
Seattle-The Commons
Seattle-The Hallows
Seattle-Thien An
Seattle-Vona
Sedro Woolley-Skagit
Sedro Woolley-Valley
Snohomish-Bridge
Snohomish-BridgeCity
Snoqualmie-Lifepointe
Sultan-FBC
Tacoma-As 1 Community
Tacoma-Filipino Inter
Tacoma-Highland Hill
Tacoma-Japanese Intl
Tacoma-New Beginnings
Tacoma-New Hope
Tacoma-Parkland
Tacoma-Tacoma FBC
Tacoma-The Pathway
Tacoma-Vietnamese
Tacoma-VMCM
Woodinville-Northcreek
Yelm-First
Yelm-Ignite Church

YTD-14
1,250
250
400
4,800
5,266
1,608
51
24,382
1,480
100
5,017
500
202
840
500
1,800
17,506
3,600
242
1,150
5,139
3,807
1,898
487
4,150
773
1,500
2,559
5,565
221
139
3,531
65,000
2,665
3,500
360
1,200
4,474
3,529

Total

701,042

YTD-14
71,283
1,257
14,820
186
29,000
2,909
2,538
70
50
36,804
400
9,346
2,703

Port Orchard-Evergreen
Port Orchard-FBC
Port Townsend-San Juan
Rainier-Delena
Randle-Randle
Scappoose-Creekside
Scappoose-New Life
Sequim-FBC
Silverdale-Clear Creek
Silverdale-Kitsap Christian
Toledo-FBC
Vaughn-Key Peninsula
Yelm-Evergreen

YTD-14
1,900
12,553
15,122
1,592
1,609
2,864
4,828
10,475
1,449
600
22,281
2,386
100

Total

341,575

Rufus-Bapt Ch at Rufus
The Dalles-Emmanuel
Tigard-Hall Blvd
Tigard-Igl Baut Sembrador
Tigard-Japanese Intnl
Tigard-Jusarang
Tigard-Nema Oregon
Tillamook-Life Change
Vancouver-CrossPointe
Vancouver-Evergreen
Vancouver-Fourth Plain
Vancouver-Grace
Vancouver-Northside
Vancouver-Revival
Vancouver-Romanian
Vancouver-Song of Hope
Vancouver-Trinity
Vancouver-Ukrainian
Vancouver-Vietnamese
Vernonia-Pioneer
Wilsonville-Creekside

YTD-14
2,814
4,622
14,971
164
5,200
200
141
3,441
31,193
2,707
1,322
817
2,000
1,800
2,908
100
7,044
300
480
664
7,774

Total

357,549

Region 2
YTD-14
Bremerton-Kitsap Lake
10,885
Bremerton-Sonshine
6,958
Castle Rock-FBC
7,999
Chehalis-Dayspring
9,624
Dryad-Community
3,190
Elma-Bethany
3,304
Forks-FBC
15,318
Kalama-Kalama
7,197
Kelso-East Kelso
2,888
Lacey-FBC
16,600
Lacey-New Zion
1,200
Longview-Beacon Hill
3,653
Longview-Columbia Hghts 3,634

Longview-FBC
Longview-Highlands
Longview-Robert Gray
Longview-Solid Rock
Longview-Valley
Montesano-FBC
Ocean Shores-Faith Com
Olympia-Illuminate
Olympia-Joy
Olympia-McKenzie Road
Olympia-Vietnamese
Port Angeles-Hillcrest
Port Hadlock-Oak Bay

Region 3
YTD-14
Amity-Amity
150
Battle Ground-Comm
532
Beavercreek-NW Contexture 5,562
Beaverton-FBC
20,761
Beaverton-Global
550
Beaverton-Iglesia Bautista
3,011
Beaverton-Intl Church OR
12
Beaverton-Korean FBC
300
Bethany-Redeeming Grace
200
Bingen-FBC
785
Boring-Orient Drive
2,463
Camas-Lacamas Heights
2,598
Canby-Bethel
480
Estacada-Clackamas Vly
1,552
Forest Grove-Fellowship
3,538
Forest Grove-The Crossing
1,494
Goldendale-Columbus Ave 10,638
Gresham-Grtr Gresham
99,506
Gresham-Igl Evan
1,973
Happy Valley-Trinity
2,500
Hillsboro-New Life
5,513
Hillsboro-Oregon
200
Hood River-Tucker Road
5,618
Klickitat-Klickitat Valley
1,774

YTD-14
Lake Oswego-Lake Bible
400
McMinnville-Grace
1,621
McMinnville-Valley
24,721
Mt Hood Parkdale-Parkdale 2,343
Newberg-Chehalem
22,701
Odell-FBC
1,519
Oregon City-Catalyst
4,582
Prtld-Antioch Christian
1,000
Prtld-Burnside
1,150
Prtld-Flavel Street
521
Prtld-Holgate
1,576
Prtld-Korean Logos
2,400
Prtld-Mien Fellowship
848
Prtld-Mill Park
7,132
Prtld-New Harvest
1,879
Prtld-New Life
1,360
Prtld-NW Context Sellwood
30
Prtld-Peninsula
1,350
Prtld-Renaissance
353
Prtld-Romanian
600
Prtld-Solid Rock
10,722
Prtld-Vietnamese Revival
1,030
Prtld-Word of Life Slavic
1,800
Ridgefield-Discovery Pointe 3,539

Albany-Calvary
Bend-Summit Community
Corvallis-Branch
Corvallis-Grant Avenue
Cottage Grove-Calvary
Creswell-New Hope
Dallas-FBC
Dexter-Dexter Baptist
Dorris-FBC
Drain-FBC
Eugene-Fairfield
Eugene-Harvest Comm
Eugene-Japanese
Eugene-Riviera
Florence-FBC
Glendale-Glendale
Gold Beach-Sixth Street
Gold Hill-Lampman Road
Grants Pass-College Hghts
Grants Pass-Dayspring
Grants Pass-River Valley
K Falls-Ch on Homedale
Keizer-Cristiana Renuevo
La Pine-Whispering Pines
Lakeview-Trinity
Lebanon-Trinity
Lincoln City-Pacific
Madras-FBC
Medford-Lozier Lane

YTD-14
3,682
821
1,213
33,598
3,187
24,984
2,480
1,692
6,002
300
23,267
23,969
472
9,620
16,253
7,305
3,601
1,169
2,139
1,498
3,037
13,448
2,579
1,454
4,592
8,994
3,079
6,443
6,016

Medford-New Horizon
Medford-Waters Life
Monmouth-Central
Myrtle Creek-FBC
Newport-Calvary
North Bend-FBC
Phoenix-FBC
Prineville-Calvary
Prospect-Prospect
Redmond-Highland
Redmond-Rodehouse
Reedsport-Highlands
Rogue River-Grace
Roseburg-Faith & Reason
Roseburg-Vine Street
Salem-Capital
Siletz-Sacred Ground
Springfield-East Side
Springfield-Trinity
Sweet Home-FBC
Terrebonne-Smith Rock
Toledo-FBC
Waldport-FBC
Warm Springs-Warm Sprgs
White City-Trinity
Winston-Community
Yachats-Yachats

YTD-14
1,359
3,832
2,961
1,800
3,928
9,872
5,690
7,392
496
96,702
1,200
2,491
7,860
453
18,834
28,321
2,196
3,742
12,030
1,925
2,000
3,899
400
757
2,625
6,887
3,302

Total

449,847

Region 5
YTD-14
Airway Hts-Airway Hts
19,364
Athol-Athol
13,507
Benton City-FBC
4,630
Bonners Ferry-Boundary
617
Brewster-Calvary
5,987
Burbank-Trinity
2,547
Cashmere-Evergreen
1,857
Cheney-Fellowship
3,837
Clarkston-Sonrise
4,647
Clarkston-Trinity
600
Coeur d’Alene-Emmanuel 12,181
Coulee City-Cowboy Church
480
Dayton-Faith Chapel
30
Deer Park-FBC
16,287
E Wenatchee-Eastmont
49,992
Elgin-Elgin
224
Ellensburg-Chestnut St
18,226
Ephrata-Redeeming Grace
150
Grandview-Valley Life
2,100
Greenacres-Greenacres
21,029
Harrison-Community
5,400
Heppner-Willow Creek
5,786
Hermiston-Grace
2,953
Hermiston-New Beginnings 1,641
Ione-Ione
5,931
Kellogg-FBC
2,110
Kennewick-Crossview
3,703
Kennewick-Finley First
1,800
Kennewick-Hillview
7,381
Kennewick-International
1,053
Kennewick-Kennewick
79,002
Kennewick-Quinault
7,509
Kennewick-Reliance Fellow 2,235
La Grande-The Way
3,534
La Grande-Trinity
1,556
Leavenworth-FBC
10,232
Lewiston-Orchards
12,207
Lewiston-Tammany
27,836
Mead-Crossover
3,600
Moses Lake-Emmanuel
5,128
Newport-Newport So
6,600
Nine Mile Fls-Cornerstone
1,175
Northport-FBC
1,497
Oakesdale-FBC
1,966
Orofino-FBC
377
Othello-Pine Street
771
Otis Orchards-Starr Rd
2,485
Pasco-Crossview
455

Grand Total
2,668,880

YTD-14
Pasco-Emmanuel
7,032
Paterson-Community
3,045
Pendleton-Pendleton
8,684
Pierce-Mountain View
689
Pilot Rock-Pilot Rock
7,414
Pinehurst-Pinehurst
600
Prosser-Calvary
2,378
Pullman-Emmanuel
39,700
Pullman-Grace and Glory
1,483
Pullman-Resonate
12,239
Quincy-Iglesia Nueva Vida
615
Rathdrum-New Beg
2,109
Rice-Victory
907
Richland-Reata Sprgs
19,549
Richland-Richland
208,515
Richland-Richland Hghts
3,568
Ronald-Community
157
Spirit Lake-Spirit Lake
3,016
Spokane Valley-Dishman
15,498
Spokane Valley-East Valley
4,472
Spokane Valley-Valleypoint 3,062
Spokane-Crestline
2,292
Spokane-Driscoll Blvd
2,400
Spokane-Inland
669
Spokane-North Addison
8,900
Spokane-Pinnacle
9,392
Spokane-River City
494
Spokane-Springhill Bible
2,450
Spokane-Windsor
6,522
St Maries-College Ave
1,347
Sunnyside-Trinity
1,611
Toppenish-Watering Hole
805
Umatilla-Primera Igl
900
Union Gap-FBC
4,086
Walla Walla-Blue Mt
4,580
Walla Walla-CenterPointe
1,500
Wapato-FBC
780
Warden-First
100
Wenatchee-Valley
3,600
West Richland-Grace&Truth 3,391
Yakima-New Jerusalem
60
Yakima-Terrace Hghts
16,031
Yakima-The Cross
11,834
Yakima-The River
2,184
Zillah-Mtn View
3,822
Total

818,698

Year-to-Date Budget vs Actual Comparison
Budget
Actual
Variance
2,785,000
2,668,880 (116,120)

Report only includes churches that have contributed through the Northwest Baptist Convention in 2014.
A full report of all NWBC churches is available at www.gonbw.org/cp/
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Northwest Baptists will cut costs further by decreasing support to the Pacific Northwest Campus
Adams told attendees. “There is no legislative or
of Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary. The
political pursuit, there is no executive board in the
Vancouver, Wash., campus will receive $100,000 in
Fortune 500, there is no athletic endeavor on this
2015, down from $178,800 this year. About 40 stuplanet that possesses the potential for eternal imdents are enrolled at the campus, more than a third
pact like that of your church, and churches like yours
of them studying online.
in the Northwest and the world over.”
The convention will save another $27,600 in
Messengers welcomed 22 churches into NWBC
church staff insurance through GuideStone Financial
affiliation during the convention’s opening session.
Resources, and
In other
another $48,000
business, mesin insurance
sengers cut
costs through recosts to approve
duced coverage
a $5,098,298
for some conbudget for 2015,
vention employa 1.5 percent reees.
duction from the
However,
current budget of
savings will
$5,177,000.
be offset by
Messenan additional
gers anticipate
$203,000 in
$2,720,000 in
church planting
Cooperative Prosupport and ingram funds from
Longtime pastor and Northwest Baptist Convention volunteer Carlton
creasing publicathe NWBC’s
Butler (left) shreds the mortgage note for the NWBC property located
in Vancouver, Wash., and celebrated alongside executive director Randy
tion frequency
450-plus afAdams at retiring the debt.
of the Northwest
filiated churches,
Baptist Witness
$65,000 less
from four times a year to six.
than this year. Messengers voted to increase CoopMessengers passed a Sylvia Wilson Mission Oferative Program gifts to Southern Baptist Convention
fering goal of $110,000 for 2015.
national and international causes from 27 percent
Current Northwest Baptist officers were reto 27.25 percent in 2015, but the reduction in the
elected for another one-year term: president Dale
total budget may result in an actual reduction in the
Jenkins, Airways Heights (WA) Baptist Church, first
CP allocation. In 2015, Northwest Baptists anticipate
vice president Bryan Toll, Smith Rock Community
giving $741,200 in CP receipts to national and interChurch, Terrebonne, OR, and second vice president
national causes, down from $751,000 this year.
Frank Johnson, Chestnut Street Baptist Church, ElNorthwest Baptists will receive $1,891,010 from
lensburg, WA.
the North American Mission Board, however, mainly
Next year’s annual meeting is set for Nov. 10-11
to supplement the salaries of 10 jointly-employed
in Portland.
church planting catalysts across the Northwest.
Continued from Page 14

Northwest Baptists contribute 15 percent of the
personnel costs, according to the NWBC report submitted to Baptist Press.
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By Cameron Crabtree

Conference to address leading through change
Pastors must learn to effectively manage the mul-

Topics for the workshop include transitions in

tiple transitions that take place in any church’s natu-

the life of a church, preparing a church spiritually for

ral life cycle, according to Clint Ashley, leadership

transitions, leading through change and conflict, the

consultant for the Northwest Baptist Convention.

church mission statement as a discipleship process,

It’s more than a matter focused only on when a

using the pulpit to lead through transitions and

pastor has resigned and churches are seeking a new

relying on the power of the Holy Spirit. More than a

leader, Ashley added, but on the long-term realities

dozen other topics will also be addressed.

of change that occur naturally. Thus, the NWBC is

The cost is $100 and spouses are encouraged

sponsoring “Leading Through Transitions” for all pas-

to attend at no additional cost. Registration by May

tors May 18-20 in Vancouver, WA.

1 reduces the fee to $75. To register or learn more

The event will feature Dan Garland, director of

information, contact Marsha Gray, c/o NWBC, 3200

pastoral ministries and church consulting at LifeWay

NE 109th Ave., Vancouver WA 98682. 360/882-

Christian Resources, and Brett Selby, leadership

2102 or email at marshag@nwbaptist.org.

specialist for the Baptist General Convention of
Oklahoma.

By Cameron Crabtree

February 20-21, 2015
Vancouver, Wa
$45
For 7th-12th grade teens
whose parents are in
vocational ministry.

CM52: A training event with over 40
breakout sessions for all who minister, 52
weeks a year, to preschoolers, children and
their families: directors, leaders, teachers,
helpers...

Cost: $30/person
Date: March 6-7, 2015
Location: First Baptist Church, Longview, WA
Registration Information:
Website:

Registration forms & more info
available at www.nwbaptist.org

http://www.nwbaptist.org/ministry/preschool_children_CM52.html
FB Event:
21
JANUARY/FEBRUARY
2015
Northwest
Baptist
Convention
https://www.facebook.comevents/339159032900321/
*No registration
after
Feb. 16th
unless
space available.

Continued from Page 5

Both Uribe and his wife are former Catholics, but
being Baptists enabled them to establish a stronger
personal relationship with God, they said.
“It is not a change of religion, it’s (about) having a relationship with God,” she said. “Only when
you know Jesus ... and understand the word of God,
and learn to read it, and know Jesus is real .... that
changes your life.”
Yadria Enriques of Kelso said she joined the new
church about five months ago, happy to find a Baptist church in the area with a Spanish service. She
had not regularly gone to church before, but her four
children enjoyed attending and she likes the clarity
and directness of Uribe’s sermons.
Daniela Valencia, a 12-year old at Coweeman
Middle School, agreed. “His sermons are really
interesting and he helps to translate the Bible” into
everyday language, she said.
Daniela is one of a handful of kids who, after the
9:30 am Spanish service, break away to attend youth
group with the English-speaking children.
A multicultural Sunday school class is one of
many ways the church tries to integrate the American and immigrant populations. The Spanish language service is held in a separate room alongside
the English service; before and after services all
American and Hispanic families mingle in the lobby
over coffee and cookies. This Christmas the congregation donated gifts to disadvantaged children in the
new Latino church.
“God shows how the church should be something like a mirror for the community,” Uribe said. “It
wouldn’t be right for the church to be only be white
and English-speaking, he said, if that doesn’t reflect
the community. The local church needs to reach all
the community, Hispanic, Asian, Russian and Chinese.”

(Reprinted with permission from The Daily News)
By Melissa Luck

22

Northwest Baptist Convention JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2015

CURRENTS

Embrace art, adoration for the church

Cameron Crabtree
Editor

The biblical epic has long played
the role of Hollywood’s awkward friend.
Although the greatest tales ever told
on screen have usually fallen short of
popular Christian hopes for widespread
proclamation of truth, film makers have
known the power of the biblical stories
from the industry’s earliest days.
They’ve ranged from DeMille’s early
black-and-white Sign of the Cross sensation and later Ten Commandments to
the celebrity-laden The Greatest Story
Ever Told and unorthodox Last Temptation of Christ to the hip rock-opera
Jesus Christ Superstar and the sweeping, violent Passion of the Christ.
The imaginations of modern storytellers – not only in traditional film
industry, but also in its corresponding
Christian subculture – lately have enjoyed less inhibition about the “stories”
between lines of the text. Opinions
about the wisdom or usefulness of
such creative enhancements vary.
Those questions apply to more than
what we see via screens.
Throughout the centuries, Christians have displayed uneasy alliances
with the arts. History shows the pendulum of the church swinging between
fits of hostility toward art on one end
and sanctioning the greatest art the
world has ever known on the other.
There are the iconoclastic “worship
wars” of the eighth century and the
destruction of some anti-imagination
reformers in Europe, but there is the
splendor of Michelangelo’s frescoes
atop the Sistine Chapel and the beautiful cathedrals of faith’s defenders.
Some of the most recognized chorales across the globe proclaim epics
of our religious heritage. But then, we
also witness the castigation of musical

artists who “cross over” from the Christian subculture to share their work on
larger platforms.
Art, by its nature, provokes different
responses. Over the last quarter-century, maybe a bit longer, many churches
have begun embracing art in new ways
to aid worship and devotion. Such a
perspective seems a welcome change.
Incorporating art in new ways into
the life of the church is important
because it helps people engage in the
cultural milieu of competing theologies. It’s important because it adds to
our shared experience of adoration for
God. But there is an important ministry reason: art deserves appreciation
because it emerges from deep within
artists themselves.
Don’t revel over “orthodox” Christian
art merely as a tool for evangelistic
ends; value it too because it represents
people making bold statements about
their own journeys from despair to
redemption.
The church world has long now
belonged to those strong in the arena
of rationale thought. That remains
important, but we need to make room
at the Lord’s Table for those who offer
contributions from imaginative arenas
of human experience.
In declaring the Word, words will
continue enjoying prominent space.
But leave room for what is too often
missing – the imagination of the artists.
Perhaps then, we’ll not only welcome
art into the church, but send the church
out into the arts.
To paraphrase a quip mistakenly –
but commonly -- attributed to Francis
of Assisi: “Preach the gospel at all
times; occasionally, do so with art”
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